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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Interim Moderator   Rev. P. Court  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Mr. A. Wong 9376 3777
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence AM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Welcome Desk Attendant  Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903
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Dear friends

It’s been a busy two months since my last report.   

Filling the vacancy

In the process of filling the Senior Minister vacancy, the 
Foundation Day combined congregations meeting on 9 
February took two key steps forward.  

One step was to approve the Kirk Session’s proposed 
terms of settlement for the incoming minister.  Subsequently, the proposed terms were 
endorsed by Presbytery and forwarded to the General Assembly’s Maintenance of the 
Ministry Committee, as required under church rules.

The other, very important step was the appointment of a Selection Committee.  This 
Committee has now started work on its mission: to discern the man God has raised up 
to be your next Senior Minister and to recommend his name to the combined Scots’ 
congregations for a call.

Your selection committee represents the three congregational rolls of the Charge: 
the Scots’ general roll, the Indonesian Christian Church’s roll, and St Stephen’s 
Flemington’s roll.  It also includes representatives from the Kirk Session itself.  The 
Committee members are:

Name Representing 
Dr Caroline Allinson Scots’ Church general 
Dr Robert Farquharson St Stephen’s Flemington 
Dr Rosemary Fethers Scots’ Church general 
Dr Elizabeth Lewis Scots’ Church general 
Mr Robert Lowe Kirk Session 
Mr Graham Nixon Kirk Session 
Mr Jim Nuske Kirk Session 
Prof Sen Sendjaya Indonesian Christian Church

If you know of a Presbyterian minister you think might be the one God is preparing to 
fill the vacancy, please let me or one of your representative committee members know.

In another necessary step, the electoral registers of the three congregations have now 
been brought up to date, confirmed by the Kirk Session, with a certified copy lodged 
with the Presbytery Clerk.

Rev Philip Court
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Filling the pulpits

Our guest preachers program is now entering its fourth month.  So far, we have been 
blessed with some powerful and engaging preaching from Mike Raiter, David Cook 
and Robert Gribben.  This month, we will be joined by Rev Simon Manchester on 19 
April and Rev Peter Adam on 26 April.  Following that, our guest will be Rev David 
Jones from 10 May through to 31 May.  As well as preaching at the Sunday 11 am Scots’ 
service, David has also graciously agreed to cover the Sunday evening Engage service 
at 5.00 pm and the Thursday Lunchtime series at 1.00 pm.

Wednesday 1.00 pm worship services are now being shared on a 50/50 basis between 
Rev Richard O’Brien and Rev Christian Tirtha.

Average attendance numbers at all services are showing healthy increases over last 
year.  This is particularly pleasing.  It tells me that God can turn even a period of 
vacancy into a season of growth and blessing.

May the Lord bless you and keep you all.

Philip

Psalm 46: God Is Our Fortress
 God is our refuge and strength,

    a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,

    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,

3 though its waters roar and foam,

    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

    the holy habitation of the Most High.

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

    God will help her when morning dawns.

6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

    he utters his voice, the earth melts.

7 The LORD of hosts is with us;

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah  (ESV)
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The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Journey Through Romans at City Bible Study
“Martin Luther believed that the test of maturity of any 
believer or any church was their understanding of Paul’s 
letter to the Romans. (i)”  

This year at City Bible Study on Tuesday nights (6:15-7pm 
BYO dinner; 7pm-8:30pm Prayer and Bible Study) we are working our way through 
the Book of Romans. We are using as a guide David Cook’s Journey Through Romans 
50 Daily Insights from God’s Word  which was published by Our Daily Bread Ministries 
in 2017.   In his introduction to his sermon series on Romans at the 5pm service, David 
Cook said, “Rome needed Romans, and Melbourne needs Romans too.”

Romans  shows us that there is a world of difference between trying to do what 
religion requires of us to satisfy God’s righteous requirements, and trusting in what 
God has done to bridge  the gulf between Him and us.   The world needs to hear how 
people can be in the right with God, and we need to see how righteousness is lived 
out in practice.    

Journey Through Romans has a helpful guide in the Introduction on how we can use 
this resource: 

READ: This book is designed to be read alongside God’s Word as you journey with 
Him.  It offers explanatory notes to help you understand the Scriptures in fresh ways.

REFLECT:   The questions are designed to help you respond to God and His Word, 
letting Him change you from the inside out.

RECORD: The space provided allows you to keep a diary of your journey as you 
record your thoughts and jot down your responses.  

Our Daily Bread Ministries have published others in their Journey Through series:  

In the Old Testament:  Judges, Ruth, Esther, Proverbs, Hosea.

In the New Testament:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians and Philemon, 1 & 2 Timothy, and Hebrews.    

New books are continually being added to the Journey Though series.

Richard O’Brien

(i) Foreword, Journey Though Romans 50 Daily Insights from God’s Word by David Cook, Our Daily Bread Ministries.
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PROJECT KIN

Project KIN has undergone a change.  
The project has grown over the past 
year and  the volunteer community 
doubled with almost 750 members 
now in the nationwide volunteer 
community.  The founder has now 
moved on and the KIN Board agreed 
it was time to reassess what the 
future of Project KIN looked like.  The 
best-case scenario and preferred 
option was to find another charity to 
adopt the work – a charity who had 
the infrastructure and operational 
arm to lead the KIN volunteer 
community whilst continuing to get 
the resources into the arms of kids 
in need. That charity is Sewing for 
Charity Australia (SFCA) who has 
agreed to adopt the work of Project 
KIN and continue to connect the 
resources to disadvantaged children.

Our monthly craft group here at Scots’ meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month.from 
10:00am in the Sunday School Room, Level 
1, 156 Collins Street.  We will continue to 
knit, crochet and sew for handcrafted dolls 
as we have for the past 18 months.  Anyone 
wishing to join our group would be made 
very welcome. Patterns and wool provided.  
Just bring your needles.

Judith KilmartinSome of the work ready to be forwarded from the 
craft group to Sewing for Charity Australia.
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 Minister,  
St. Stephen’s Flemington

Mr. Andrew Wong

Praise the Lord!

1Praise the LORD, all nations! 
Extol him, all peoples! 
2For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Praise the LORD! (Psalm 117 ESV)

Psalm 117 is the shortest psalm. Although short, it is a 
magnificent psalm. Verse 1 calls everyone to praise the 

LORD. Including the Gentile nations. Everyone is invited to praise God. The question 
you might ask is, why? In verse 2 the psalmist gives us the reason. In fact, he gives us 
two reasons why. His love is great, and his faithfulness endures forever. Praise the Lord!

Here at St Stephen’s we can indeed give praise to God. He has continued to show 
his love towards us in a multitude of ways. God continues to provide all that we 
need. He continues to build up his church through the preaching of the scriptures. 
He continues to remind us that the most important thing in the world is knowing 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. On the 1st of March we had our Communion service 
conducted by the Rev. Richard O Brien. Every time we partake in the Lord’s Supper, 
we are reminded of God’s great love towards us and the fact that he is faithful even 
when we are unfaithful. He has given us his one and only son. Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for the forgiveness of sins. As we come closer to Easter we are reminded of 
that great truth. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Praise the Lord! 

Andrew

The Leaflet – also available on the Scots’ Church website

An electronic version of the most recent issue of The Leaflet can be found on 
the Scots’ Church website at: “http://www.scotschurch.com”   

Click on ‘Resources’ to find the link. 
Earlier issues are also available in digital form.
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CONGRATULATIONS  

– DOUGLAS LAWRENCE AM

We at Scots’ Church were delighted to hear of Douglas Lawrence’s award being 
upgraded from an OAM to AM in the Australia Day Honours this year. His 
contribution to music in so many spheres is immeasurable, and our worship 
has been greatly enriched by Douglas and his leadership as Director of Music 
and organist over many years. It is fitting to include details of his lifetime career 
in his chosen field, to fully appreciate the enormous contribution Douglas has 
made.

The recent ACC e-News links to Douglas’ page on the Australian Chamber Choir 
website included this tribute, written by Elizabeth Anderson.

‘Douglas Lawrence is honoured in the Australia Day 2020 Honours List with an AM for 
significant service to the performing arts, particularly to chamber choirs. The citation 
reads;

“For significant service to the performing arts, particularly to chamber choirs.” 
Douglas is one of 15 recipients who have previously received an award in the Order, 

Photo Michel Lawrence
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and whose “appointment to a higher 
category recognises continued service 
and a higher level of contribution”.

Douglas Lawrence founded the 
Australian Chamber Choir in 2007 after 
25 years nurturing singers, composers 
and conductors as Master of the Chapel 
Music at Ormond College. Continuing 
with the ACC he has presented over a 
hundred concerts in Europe and many 
more in Melbourne, Sydney, Canberra, 
regional Victoria and NSW. Wherever 
they perform, Douglas Lawrence and 
the singers of the ACC are met with the resounding praise of audiences and critics 
alike.

“I was ten years old when my dad took me to a performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion 
at Kew Baptist Church. The pews were full and we stood at the back. I was overawed 
by the music and when the choir reached the climax with the words “Crucify, crucify”, 
the voices and full organ filled the church and my legs turned to jelly. It was then I 
decided that I wanted to learn the organ”.

Douglas Lawrence took up his first paid music job at the age of seventeen, when 
he became the organist and director of the choir at Knox Presbyterian Church in 
Ivanhoe (Melbourne).

On completing a Primary Teacher’s Certificate at Toorak Teachers’ College, he taught 
for a year in a Traralgon primary school. “I loved teaching, but I wouldn’t have given 
up my job with the choir at Knox for anything, so I always spent my weekends in 
Melbourne”. The following year, he enrolled in a Bachelor of Music at the University 
of Melbourne.

In 1969, after completing a Master of Music there, he studied for two years at the 
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna (Vienna Musikhochschule) under renowned Austrian 
organist Anton Heiller. His conducting teachers were Hans Swarovski and Hans 
Gillesberger, then Director of the Vienna Boys Choir.

On his return to Australia, Douglas held various posts – at the University of Melbourne 
(teacher of organ, Lecturer in Church Music at the United Faculty of Theology, Organist 
at Ormond College), Director of Music at Toorak Uniting Church, then St Aidans’ 
North Balwyn, Artistic Director of the Melbourne International Festival of Organ 

Douglas Lawrence conducting  the choir at Scots’ Church, 
2018.
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and Harpsichord and of the Southern Grampians 
Promenade of Sacred Music (Hamilton).

A successful career as a concert organist continued, 
with annual concert tours of Europe. Douglas was 
invited to play in many of Europe’s most prestigious 
series, including St Paul’s and Westminster Cathedrals 
London, Notre Dame Paris, Kaiser Wilhelm-
Gedächtniss-kirche, Berlin, Bonn Minster, Bavo Church 
Haarlem and Laurenskerk Alkmar (Netherlands), 
St Stephen’s Cathedral Vienna, Marmo Church 
Copenhagen and on the oldest playable organ in the 
world, in Sion Castle, Switzerland.

In Australia, Douglas played inaugural recitals on new 
organs at Melba Hall at the University of Melbourne (1978), the Sydney Opera House 
(1979), and gave the first solo recital on the organ in Hamer Hall, Melbourne (1982).

In 1983, Douglas founded the Choir of Ormond College, University of Melbourne, 
to sing weekly evensong and Sunday services at the College.  At that time, Ormond 
was the only Melbourne college choir singing weekly services. He immediately 
incorporated the new choir in an international touring schedule. During his time with 
Ormond the choir undertook eleven concert tours, including New Zealand, Japan, 
Singapore and Europe.

At the end of his tenure at Ormond College, in 2007, he founded the Australian 
Chamber Choir and continues an annual series of Australian concerts and a biennial 
international touring schedule with that ensemble. Numerous return invitations and 
accolades in the national and international press are testament to the ACC’s standing. 
Concerts have included St Martin-in-the-Fields London, Thomaskirche Leipzig, Berlin, 
Bonn and Lausanne Cathedrals, St Germain Geneva and the Augustinerkirche Vienna.

Douglas currently combines his position directing the ACC with the position of 
Director of Music at The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, where he plays the organ and 
directs the choir for weekly services as well as concerts.

Generations of young musicians have benefited from Douglas’s guiding role. He has 
commissioned and promoted the work of young composers, giving them the benefit 
of international exposure, with new Australian choral works at the centre of every 
European touring program. He has nurtured and encouraged young conductors, 
including Graham Cox – Director of Studies, Nüremberg Opera, Tom Healey – Director 
of Music at St Paul’s Anglican Church Geelong, Gary Ekkel ¬– Director of the Choir of 

 Jacob Lawrence, son of Douglas and 
Elizabeth,  is currently studying singing 
and music in Switzerland.
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Newman College, Graham Lieschke ¬– Director of the Bach Cantata Series at St John’s 
Southbank, Rhys Boak – Director of Music at St Michael’s Melbourne, Steven Hodgson 
– Artistic Director of the Consort of Melbourne and Mitchell Relf – Director of the 
Melbourne Contemporary Choir Southbank.

Recognized in 1992 with the Medal of the Order of Australia for services to music, 
Douglas continues an important role with the Australian Chamber Choir. Singers 
in the early years of their careers are paid to perform, giving them an invaluable 
apprenticeship in ensemble singing, touring both nationally and internationally and 
working in ensembles of various sizes.

At home, Douglas’s annual offering of some twenty choral concert programs combines 
unaccompanied choral music with major works for choir and instruments. He 
founded and directed the Australian Baroque Ensemble and played a key role in the 
establishment of the Melbourne Baroque Orchestra for the presentation of historically 
informed performances. At the forefront of Australia’s early music movement, Douglas 
has taken concerted music from Monteverdi to Mozart to audiences throughout 
Victoria, delighting and fascinating them by using historical instruments, providing 
an insight into the sound world of these composers. In 2020, with the ACC he presents 
Fauré’s Requiem in an original Chamber instrumentation, with performances in 
Melbourne, Hamilton, Flinders, Castlemaine, and Macedon.

Douglas is married to Elizabeth 
Anderson, a harpsichordist 
and also the Manager of the 
Australian Chamber Choir. They 
have a son, Jacob Lawrence, 
who lives in Basel Switzerland 
and is studying towards a 
Masters there while singing with 
various European ensembles 
(La Cetra, Huelgas, Vox Luminis, 
Le Miroir de Musique, Profeti 
della Quinta). Douglas’ older 
son, Patrick Lawrence graduated 
from the University of Cincinnati 
with a Master of Music in Vocal 
Accompaniment and combines 
a career as a pianist and organist 
with his position as CEO of 
mental health hub, First Step.’ The Australian Chamber Choir in Leipzig in 2017. The choir was 

founded by Douglas in 2007.
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BIBLE PLACES

VIA DOLOROSA, 
JERUSALEM

The Via Dolorosa, in the Old City of Jerusalem, 
follows the traditional route that Jesus walked 
from the place he was sentenced by Pontius 
Pilate to the site of the crucifixion. It is about 
600 metres long. The name Via Dolorosa, 
or ‘Way of Sorrow’, is also the name of the 
principal street of the route. It is a narrow 
street, and bustles with traders and shoppers 
as pilgrims make their way along the route. This 
is probably similar to how it would have been 
in the time of Jesus, as it was Passover week, 
and Jerusalem would have been overflowing 
with pilgrims who had come from near and far.

The first reports of pilgrims traversing the route, thought to correspond to biblical events, 
dates from the Byzantine era, from the fourth century onwards. However there were 
no stops along the way as there are in modern times. Although the route had changed 
somewhat by the eighth century, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was always the 
finishing point.

During the Middle Ages two factions of Roman Catholics in Jerusalem arose, one group 
controlling the churches on the western hill, the other churches on the eastern hill, 
with corresponding traditional routes of the Via Dolorosa. In a bid to resolve this the 
14th century Pope Clement VI 
established the Franciscan Custody 
of the Holy Land. From about 1350 
AD the Franciscan friars began to 
conduct official tours of the Via 
Dolorosa. Developments from this 
time onward were closely linked 
to devotional practices in Europe, 
where religious literature on 
biblical events around the trial and 
crucifixion of Jesus was expanding. 
A number of traditional events 
came to be marked by ‘Stations of 
the Cross’.

The Via Dolorosa, Jerusalem. Credit: 
David Shankbone, 2007. Creative 
Commons.

The Chapel of Simon of Cyrene at the fifth station, Via 
Dolorosa. Credit: Berthold Weiner, 2008. Public Domain.
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The present Via Dolorosa follows the 
traditional route on the eastern hill, 
although there is some archaeological 
evidence to support the route being on 
the western side. There are 14 ‘Stations 
of the Cross’, each marked with a small 
plaque. Stations one to nine are found 
along the route, with the remaining five 
located inside the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. The first begins with the place 
of Jesus’ condemnation by Pontius Pilate, 
and the next the place where Jesus took 
up his cross. The fifth station marks the 
traditional place where Roman soldiers 
forced Simon of Cyrene to help Jesus 
carry the cross. Station 14 is the place 
where Jesus was laid to rest in the tomb.  
Other stations include three places where 
Jesus traditionally fell under the weight 
of the cross; the spot where, according 
to tradition St. Veronica wiped the face 
of Jesus with a cloth which left an image 
of his face imprinted on it; and the place 
where Jesus consoled the mourning 
women of Jerusalem. At the ninth station, 
where a Roman pillar marks the site of 
Jesus’ third fall, the Coptic Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem is located next to the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. 

Although it is unlikely that Jesus followed this precise route, it is hallowed by the 
footsteps of the myriads of the faithful over the centuries, as they have reflected, prayed,  
and identified with his suffering. Each Friday a procession, still organised by the Franciscan 
friars, proceeds along the Via Dolorosa, although pilgrims walk the route on other days  
as well.
References:
Holy Land Pilgrimage: Via Dolorosa. https://www.holyland-pilgrimage.org/via-dolorosa
See the Holy Land: Via Dolorosa, Jerusalem.  https://www.seetheholyland.net/via-dolorosa/
Tourist Israel: Via Dolorosa. https://www.touristisrael.com/via-dolorosa/28670/
Wikipedia: Via Dolorosa.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Dolorosa

Another section of the Via Dolorosa.  
Credit: Chris Yunker, U.S.A. , 2007. Creative Commons.

The ninth station, with the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in the background.  
Credit: Britchi Mirela, 2014.  Creative Commons.
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INTERVIEW

ANDREW WONG
Our congratulations to Andrew Wong, who has 
recently been appointed to the position of Minister 
at St. Stephen’s Flemington, and continues as 
Missioner at the Presbyterian/Scots’ Church Joint 
mission.

Andrew was born to Chinese parents in New Zealand. 
The family, including an older and younger brother, 
moved to Melbourne in 2001. He attended Doncaster 

Primary School then Box Hill High School. After successfully completing his secondary 
education Andrew went on to the University of Melbourne to begin studying for a 
Bachelor of Commerce, with a focus on accounting and finance. He discontinued 
after 18 months as he recognised that it was not the direction he wished to take.

A job in the retail clothing sector gave Andrew the opportunity to reflect on the future. 
He was convinced that God was calling him to a different vocation to serve others 
more actively. He prayed and sought counsel from other Christians, as he considered 
nursing or the army as possibilities where he could serve. It was his mother who 
suggested that he should go to Bible College, and Andrew was immediately convinced 
that this was the direction for him.

Andrew had attended Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Doncaster, from 2006, initially 
accompanying a friend who subsequently left, but Andrew continued on there. He 
gave careful consideration to which Bible College he wished to attend, including the 
Melbourne School of Theology and Ridley College. He contacted both colleges, but 
found he was too late to enrol for the following year. Still working at the clothing store, 
H & M, Andrew took the opportunity to continue reading the Bible as well as books 
on systematic theology and other Christian literature. A chance meeting with a former 
youth leader, which whom Andrew had lost contact, led to a meeting over coffee. He 
was a student at the Presbyterian Theological College (PTC) at the time, and he and 
Andrew talked about his experiences there. As a result of these discussions, Andrew 
decided that the PTC was the place he wished to study, and made an appointment 
with Principal Peter Hastie. After submitting two essays, on atonement and the trinity, 
he was accepted as an independent student in 2015, with most of his fellow students 
being candidates for the ministry.

After successfully completing a Bachelor of Theology at the end of 2017, Andrew 
returned the following year to study for a Bachelor of Ministry. He first attended the 
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Balwyn North Korean Presbyterian Church with his friend Paul who was the minister, 
but then he moved to Canterbury Presbyterian Church and became a member at 
that church in November 2018. He served as a part-time pastoral worker for one year 
which involved preaching regularly in the evening service and serving in the youth 
ministry.

Andrew is about to complete his Bachelor of Ministry, and anticipates graduating in 
mid-year. In early 2020 he was appointed Minister to the congregation at St. Stephen’s, 
taking up the dual role as he continues as Missioner at the Joint Mission, a position 
in which he has worked since early 2019. When he began working there he already 
knew some of those attending as he had met them previously at the Salt and Light 
Mission in the city, where he had been involved with the support of the homeless 
through a dinner and chapel service on Saturday evenings. Andrew found this most 
helpful in his transition to Flemington.

Andrew and his wife Garam Jung first met at the Salt and Light Mission, where they 
were both volunteers at the time. They were married at the Canterbury Church by the 
Rev. Grant Lawry in June 2018. Andrew and Garam Jung have a six-month old son, 
Ezra Daniel (Ezra 7:10, ‘For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to 
do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.’ ESV).

Cooking is a great interest for Andrew, who enjoys doing most of the meal preparation 
at home. He takes great pleasure in time spent with his family and his Christian friends. 
He loves seeing people grow in their faith, and observing how God changes lives. He 
also enjoys meeting people from different cultures and backgrounds. Another interest 
is table tennis, and he enjoys playing with a club. He enjoys travel, and has visited 
family in New Zealand. He has also visited Myanmar and Cambodia on a mission 
trip, during which the group conducted studies on Ephesians at a Bible College. They 
also went to orphanages, and led a 
program in a Christian school located 
in a poor area in Cambodia,  supported 
by Australian churches. Andrew and 
Garam Jung have travelled together to 
Italy, Switzerland and Korea. Andrew 
has also visited Japan, Singapore and 
Thailand.

Our best wishes are extended to 
Andrew, together with Garam Jung 
and Ezra, as he continues to serve the 
church and community at Flemington. Canterbury Presbyterian Church, where Andrew and Garam 

Jung were married.
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A MINUTE OF THANKS FROM THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA

The following minute was recorded at 
the General Assembly of Victoria on 10 
October 2019

119. General thanks 
The Assistant to the Clerks moved; 

That the Assembly: 

Record its sincere gratitude to the following 
people whose cheerful service especially 
contributed to the smooth running of this year’s 
General Assembly: 

1. the Scots’ Church team: Rae Anstee, Dennis 
and Margaret Conradi, Rosalie Strother, Helen 
Holman who provided supper and served us 
at the Moderator’s Reception Supper on the 
opening night; 

2. the Scots’ Church administrative team, headed 
by Jonathan North, who provide access to 
these buildings in which we meet, who ensure 
everything is set up for our use and provide 
security in and around the premises;

3. members of Assembly such as Dave Assender, Brett Cummins, who gave thoughtful 
attention and put in extra hours to think of practical needs and to see that the audio and 
visual accompanying services operated smoothly for our benefit, also David Schulz and 
Douglas Lawrence for providing music; 

4. moderator’s chaplains Martin de Pyle and Andrew Letcher who have provided such clear, 
gracious and helpful guidance not only assisting the moderator but the entire Assembly 
as well; 

5. the Clerk’s team and Jared Hood, whose work is the reason why the Assembly business 
has run so smoothly. 

The motion was seconded and approved.

The opening of the General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, on 7th 
October 2019.
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THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER CHOIR SINGS FAURÉ
In the Australia Day Honours list, 
Douglas Lawrence was awarded an 
AM for services to the performing 
arts, particularly for his work with 
chamber choirs. Scots’ parishioners 
are very familiar with Douglas’ 
choral work.  And those who attend 
his Australian Chamber Choir 
concerts will see quite a few familiar 
faces in the choir. We are delighted 
by the feedback that we receive, 
both from the Scots’ congregation 

and from our ACC audiences. When we visited Sydney with the ACC to sing 
our ‘True Romantics’ program in the Art Gallery of NSW, a music critic from 
ClassikON online music magazine declared it “one of the finest concerts in 
Sydney this year”. Another said “this extraordinary concert was breathtakingly 
moving” (Classic Melbourne)

On Sunday19 April at 3.00pm, Douglas will again direct the Australian Chamber Choir 
in music from the romantic era: One of the most popular works of that period, Fauré’s 
Requiem will be presented at Scots’ Church at 3pm. 

The orchestration used in this performance is the original chamber version, perfectly 
matched to the sumptuous sound of the Australian Chamber Choir. Amelia Jones is 
the soloist for the Pie Jesu, which begins with the pure soprano line floating over 
a simple pulsing organ accompaniment. Oliver Mann is the baritone soloist for the 
Hostias and the much loved Libera me, definitely in my top ten list of vocal solos!

When the choir reaches the ‘In Paradisum’ at the conclusion, it seems to me amazing 
how, through the use of simple rising and falling arpeggios from the organ and the 
harp Fauré conjures up an image of heaven that is neither sentimental nor cloying, 
as the soprano voices float above with the Latin text: ‘May the angels lead you into 
paradise ... May choirs of angels receive you and ... may you have eternal rest’.

Also on the program is Fauré’s Cantique de Jean Racine. This was written when Fauré 
was 19 years old and it won him first prize in a competition. The text is a translation 
of a Latin Hymn by the French poet Jean Racine. As for all concerts by the Australian 
Chamber Choir, translations of the texts and program notes are provided on the 
choir’s website three weeks before the concert and can be purchased at the concert.

Stained glass window detail of an angel playing a harp.
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We would like to offer members of the Scots’ congregation a discount on tickets to 
this concert. Just enter the word SCOTS as a discount code for a 10% discount or 
mention Scots’ when you call.

Sunday 19 April at 3:00 PM 
Australian Chamber Choir
and instrumentalists
Directed by Douglas Lawrence
Johannes Brahms Schaffe in mir Gott

John Tavener Svyati for solo cello and choir
with Rosanne Hunt – cello

Gabriel Fauré Cantique de Jean Racine
 Requiem

Booking with special Scots’ discount
AusChoir.org
Telephone 0452 531 750

Buy your tickets from Liz Anderson or Anna Price any Sunday after church.

Elizabeth Anderson, Manager,  and Douglas Lawrence, Director of the Australian Chamber Choir.
Photo: Emma Phillips.
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INTERVIEW

AMELIA JONES
A member of the Scots’ Church Choir, Amelia 
Jones sings as a Principal Soprano. She is 
also a member of the Australian Chamber 
Choir (ACC).

Born in Porthcawl, South Wales, Amelia moved 
to Perth, Western Australia, together with her 
parents and brother, when she was just three 
years old. The household in which she grew up 
was a ‘musical’ one, with her mother teaching 
piano at home. Amelia had piano and clarinet 

lessons as she grew up. She attended several primary schools before beginning her 
secondary education at St. Mark’s Anglican Community School, where she sometimes 
sang solo at school chapel services. She was also a member of the school orchestra 
and clarinet quartet. 

When Amelia was 14 years old, the family moved back to Wales from Perth. She began 
to sing in school musicals, and to compete in Eisteddfods. She studied chemistry, 
biology, English literature and religious education for her ‘A’ level examinations (the 
equivalent of VCE). 

On completing her secondary education Amelia made a decision to return to Perth 
on her own, to study Law and Literature. She joined a university choir, The Winthrop 
Singers; this group sang evensong each week, and performed many concerts. It was 
Amelia’s first taste of being a member of a professional choir and she loved it. She also 
found that she was not enjoying the university course she had begun, and decided to 
audition for the West Australian Academy of Performing Arts, to study for a Bachelor 
of Classical Singing. She was accepted and went on to study there for three years. Two 
years into her singing studies Amelia met Fabian, who is now her fiancée. Together 
they moved to Melbourne four years ago, and she went on to study for an Honours 
year at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music.

Since completing her studies, Amelia has been working towards building a career in 
music. She acknowledges the integral part that Scots’ Church, and Douglas Lawrence 
and Elizabeth Anderson have played in recent years. She is a Principal Soprano with 
the Scots’ Church Choir and has sung as a soprano with the ACC for almost four years, 
including two European tours during this time. 

Amelia Jones.
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Amelia and Fabian have a black labrador, Pippin, who is almost three years old and 
an absolute delight. Her hobbies and interests include travelling, walking Pippin and 
going to the gym. She also has a huge passion for cooking, and most Sundays after 
singing at Scots’ she heads to the Victoria Market to pick up whatever is seasonal and 
fresh to cook for dinner. Amelia visits her family in Wales every year, but loves living 
in Melbourne.

We thank Amelia for her beautiful singing as a member of our wonderful Scots’ 
Church Choir, which has such a vital place in our worship services.

Amelia Jones (far left) singing with the Australian Chamber Choir at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Brighton, 
November 2019.

Secret Message: Ask In Prayer
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VICTORIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES  
PAST AND PRESENT

DRIK DRIK
Drik Drik is a rural location situated in the Shire of Glenelg, South-West 
Victoria, about 323 kilometres from Melbourne. The small settlement, located 
35 kilometres north of Heywood and eight kilometres south of Dartmoor, was 
first established in the 1860s when the surrounding land was subdivided for 
selection. The early community was tight-knit, with Presbyterians and Wesleyan 
Methodists sharing their places of worship and supporting each other.  This 
spirit of community continued over the years. Over time, in addition to the two 
churches, the settlement grew to include a school and teacher’s residence, post 
office, cemetery and, later, a butter factory.

The first services in Drik Drik were held by the 
Methodists under some gum trees where the 
Methodist Church building now stands. In 
about 1866 the first church was built, of simple 
wooden construction. In 1885 the stone church, 
which still stands, was constructed near the 
original building. The Presbyterians helped to 
cart the stone for the church, which had been 
quarried on nearby properties. The Methodists 
and the local Presbyterians, with whom there 
were close connections, supported each other in 
many practical ways such as this. Although the 
designer of the Methodist Church is not known, 
the builder was Mr Thomas. It was a simple Gothic 
structure with two bays. The doors and windows 
had simple Gothic arches, and were arranged 
symmetrically. Following amalgamation with 
the Uniting Church in 1977, the present church 
building passed into private ownership.

The Presbyterians began holding services in the 
home of Mr David McLellan. These continued 
until a small timber church was built. This was 
replaced in 1903 by the present church built on 
the same site.

The Methodists held services each Sunday, with 
one afternoon and three evening services each 
month. The Presbyterians met twice monthly 

 Drik Drik Methodist Church in earlier days. Credit: 
J. T. Collins Collection, La Trobe Picture Collection, 
State Library of Victoria.

A more recent photo of the former Drik Drik 
Methodist Wesleyan Chapel, now privately owned. 
Credit: Published courtesy of the Glenelg Shire 
Council Cultural Collection.
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with one service in the morning and one in 
the evening. The churches were always full at 
services, and a combined choir sang at either 
church.

In 1901 the Drik Drik Presbyterians decided to 
build a new church as the current small wooden 
building was insufficient for their needs. By 
various means they raised the funds required, 
not an easy task at that time. The building, now 
part of the Uniting Church, was described as a 
simple but dignified example of Gothic Revival 
style. It was designed by Mr. C. P. Wilson, Shire 
Engineer at Portland, and built by James Hardy 
and Robert Kent, stonemasons from Portland. 
Local limestone, from Moleside Creek, was 
sawn by working bees and the blocks loaded 
on to a wagon. Bluestone for the construction 
was quarried from other local properties, and 
lime for the cement was prepared from local 
stone. The old building was sold for removal, 
and construction of the new building began. 
The carpenter was James Lightbody, son of 
the Rev. Lightbody, a Methodist minister in the 
district. The community, including members of other denominations, gave their time and 
energy to the project, especially in the quarrying and transport of local stone and the supply 
and fixing of the joinery. The foundation stone was laid by Mr. McGowan, the minister, in July 
1903 and the church was opened by the Rev. Caldwell late that same year. The interior was 
typical of many Presbyterian churches of the time.

During the first ten years, the new church building was full for services, with local people, 
many with large families, eager to attend worship regardless of the travelling involved for 
some. However, World War I brought about major changes as the youth of Drik Drik offered 
their services to fight for their country. Congregations fell away and the budget was hard 
to balance at times.  The church survived this difficult period, and continued to flourish. In 
1932 the organist Miss Rose Kennedy died after many years of service to the church, and 
bequeathed the money for a new organ which was subsequently installed. The formation 
of a branch of the Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia (PFA) was most successful, with the 
young people of the Methodist church joining in wholeheartedly. World War II also brought 
its challenges, the church once more weathering this difficult period.

A jubilee service, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the new church building, was held in 
1953. The guest preacher at the service was the Rev. Graeme Bucknall, who had grown up on 
a farm in the Drik Drik area. He attended Drik Drik State School from 1916 to 1923, then went 
on to Ballarat College as a boarder to complete his secondary education. Initially employed 

Drik Drik Uniting Church, formerly the 
Presbyterian Church. Credit: Published courtesy of 
the Glenelg Shire Council Cultural Collection.

Another view of Drik Crik Uniting Church.  Credit: 
Published courtesy of the Glenelg Shire Council 
Cultural Collection.
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with a forestry company, in 1932 he decided to train as a Presbyterian minister. He served in 
the charges of Orbost, Clifton Hill and West Hawthorn and went on to become the director 
of home missions for the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (PCV). He served as the Moderator 
of the Victorian Assembly from 1966 to 1967. Mr Bucknall later worked in the outback with 
the United Church of Northern Australia, and remained deeply interested in this field for the 
rest of his life.

In 1966, the Presbyterian and Methodist congregations formed the Presbyterian-Methodist 
Co-Operation, formalising changes that had been developing over previous few years. All 
services were held in the Presbyterian Church, with the Methodist Church used as a Sunday 
school room.

In 1977 the congregation of the Presbyterian-Methodist Co-Operation voted to join the 
newly formed Uniting Church of Australia, and the Methodist building was sold.
References:
Australian Dictionary of Biography: Frederick John Graeme Bucknall. http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bucknall-frederick-john-
graeme-172
Brown, Mrs. J. K., 1968. Early History of Drik Drik, in booklet ‘Drik Drik Church 1866-1978’.
Drik Drik Methodist Church History 1866-1966 in booklet ‘Drik Drik Church 1866-1978’.
Jubilee of Drik Drik Presbyterian Chchh 1903-1953, in booklet ‘Drik Drik Church 1866-1978’.
Victorian Heritage Council: Former Methodist Church, 534 Winnap-Nelson Road, Drik Drik, Glenelg Shire. https://vhd.heritagecouncil.
vic.gov.au/places/52669
Victorian Heritage Council: Uniting Church, 554 Winnap-Nelson Road, Drik Drik, Glenelg Shire. https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/
places/52676
Victorian Heritage Database Report: Drik Drik Village. Statement of Significance.

THE UNITED CHURCH IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA
The Rev. Graeme Bucknall, who grew up in Drik Drik, spent some years with 
the United Church in North Australia, serving communities in the outback. Its 
concept of interdenominational collaboration reflects the history of the church 
at Drik Drik from its beginnings in the mid 19th century to the 21st century.

The United Church in Northern Australia had its roots in a multi-
denominational congregation based in Darwin from 1946. In 1956 members of 
the Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches moved to a shared 
church in Smith Street, Darwin and formed a United congregation. After their 
building was bombed during World War II, a new church was opened in July 
1960 and named the Darwin Memorial United Church. The Darwin Church 
reported to the United Church in Northern Australia Board which was based 
in Sydney. The United Church in Northern Australia became part of the Uniting 
Church of Australia in 1977.

Reference: Find and Connect.  https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/ref/nt/biogs/YE00329b.htm
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50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS 
 – AND MORE!

Warm congratulations to John and Carole Lowen OAM, who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on 26th January, when they attended the morning worship 
service. The couple were married at Scots’ Church by the Rev. Alex Fraser on that day 
in 1970. Their daughters Alexandra, Elizabeth and Victoria were all christened and 
married at Scots’ Church over the years that followed.

John’s parents, Ian and Meryl (nickname Bubbles) Lowen, were married at Scots’ 
Church on 9th March 1940, a few weeks before Ian embarked to WW2 initially in 
the Middle East. John was christened at Scots’ in 1947. Ian Lowen OBE AM, was 
Commanding Officer, Victorian Scottish Regiment, when the regimental colours were 
laid up in Scots’ Church. The colours of the 5th Battalion, Victorian Scottish Regiment, 
were placed in the church for safe keeping because of the long association of the 
regiment with the church.  These colours look a bit like flags but are very significant 
in regimental values including honour to those that fought before under them, all 
sacrificing and some dying in the course.

When facing the apse, the two on the right side of the nave are the original King’s 
Colour and Regimental Colour of the Royal Victorian Scottish Regiment. (The banner 

 Carole and John Lowen on 26th January, 2020, married at Scots’ Church 50 years ago.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  A p r i l  2 0 2 0

P A G E  2 3

of the Old Contemptibles, from World 
War I, also hangs on the right side). 
The two on the left of the nave are the 
later Queen’s Colour and Regimental 
Colour of the Royal Victorian Scottish 
Regiment.

The Victorian Scottish Regiment, an 
infantry regiment of the Australian Army, 
was formed in 1898. During World War I 
many of its members volunteered for 
overseas service in the AIF (Australian 
Imperial Force), formed the core of its 
5 battalion and saw action in Gallipoli 
and France. During World War II the 
regiment as part of Australia’s militia 
was employed on garrison duties in 
Australia, but most of the regiment’s pre-
war members volunteered to join the 
2nd AIF in its 2/5 battalion and fought 
in North Africa, the Middle East, Greece, 

New Guinea and other parts of our region. After the war, it became part of the Citizen 
Military Force, undertaking its earlier role of the training in preparedness for defence 
and self development and additionally of national servicemen until 1960, when it 
was disbanded and absorbed into the 1st Battalion, Royal Victorian Regiment. Today 
its traditions and values are maintained by ‘B’ Company, 5th/6th Battalion, Royal 
Victorian Regiment. In the 1980’s a group of former members of the Victorian Scottish 
Regiment/5th Battalion compiled its history in a book, they titled it Esprit de Corps to 
speak of the regiment’s strong values. 

John recalls in his childhood and later that the Victorian Scottish Regiment was 
hugely dedicated to its purpose in defence preparedness and also a large family that 
had a lot of fun together with strong care and action to help one another.

Meanwhile, Carole’s Campbell childhood was also highly involved with Scottish 
traditions and, for her, highland dancing.

For both Carole and John the wail of the pipes has a lot of meaning and they thank 
Scots’ Church for being and including them.

Reference:
The Scots’ Church Melbourne, ‘War Memorials and Remembrance’, March 2017.

The Queen’s Colour and Regimental Colour of the Royal 
Victorian Scottish Regiment, laid up in Scots’ Church.
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STORY OF FIRE
ANNE COUTTS

The Rev. Laurence Coutts and his wife Anne, were part of the Scots’ Church 
family from 1994 to 1996, when Laurence served as Assistant Minister to the 
Rev. Norman Pritchard. Sadly Laurence died some years ago, and Anne now 
lives in Batemans Bay, on the south coast of New South Wales. This was one of 
the many areas devastated by the bushfires of early 2020, when Anne lost her 
home, together with many others. She has written this moving and insightful 
account of her experiences, and we are privileged that she has agreed for this 
letter to be included in The Leaflet.

Our prayers and thoughts continue to be with Anne as she recovers from the loss of 
her home and most of her possessions, and goes on to plan for the future.

Anne writes:

21 January 2020

Dear family and friends

Thank you all for your loving concern for me over the loss of my home in the bush 
fires. It has been a traumatic event but I have you all and I have purpose in my life.  I 
thank God that I have come through it and am able to cope with all that has to be 
done as a result.

On the day of the fire, 31st December, I had Andrew and family with me and Alistair 
and his dog Shadow in the house I rented across the road. James and his family had 
been there too but they returned to Canberra on Christmas day.

A call from the Rural Fire Service to immediately evacuate came in at 6.30am.  I 
alerted the family to pack and move then a call came in from the daughter of a 
resident aged 104 in the next street for me to wake her carer to evacuate.  By the time I 

returned there was little opportunity 
to pack more than the small bag I 
had at the door with a few changes 
of clothes, medications, handbag, 
and books I had got online for the 
U3A book club.  

The family set off for Sydney.  I went 
to the Soldiers (RSL) Club where 
I parked safely under cover and 
where I thought I would be able to 
get a meal.  They had no power but A part of the carport and chimney of Anne’s home were still 

standing after the fire.
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they had a generator and they served 
tea and coffee and biscuits.  I sat with 
strangers but we soon got on and 
shared our stories and anxiety about 
our homes.  We looked out the windows 
of the club over the next hour and saw 
the light changed to black, then deep 
red then black again. Smoke started to 
fill the building. When the generator 
could no longer cope we were sent to an evacuation centre adjacent to sports fields.  
There we were registered and fed and stories circulated about which areas had been 
affected.  A Rural Fire Service man advised us that some roads were closed and where 
the most heavily impacted areas were.  I met up with my friend Lesley and she took 
me to her home.  We know each other through church, music, travelling with another 
friend Margaret north in winter to get away from the cold and attend the Writers 
Festival in Byron Bay and have a holiday in Yamba.

To my delight Andrew and family and Alistair came back from Ulladulla where their 
trip north ended because of closure of roads to Sydney and Canberra.  I had not 
shed a tear to that stage but I sobbed as I hugged each one of them. They were safe 
and they were there! They had been to the block and retrieved a few items from 
the garden such as the large pots we have had since our days in Malaysia, and from 
under the rubble, the remains of the supposedly fire proof safe.  I had put in there 
my passport and other certificates, my external hard drive recovery back up, USB 
sticks with photos, my mother’s OSM, my PSM, my grandfather’s bravery medal, the two 
Dresden plates of Napoleon and Josephine made at the time they were alive, $1300 
in an envelope, 2.5 ounces of gold coins and valuable jewellery.  The latter included 
a bequest from a friend who had been my teacher in high school.  She left me a gold 
cross and chain and a small brooch, gold plated with a hand painted miniature of a 
woman in wig and plumed hat.  I had approached a jeweller for a valuation on these 
items.  The cross and chain were $800 and $850 but the brooch would need to be sent 
to vintage specialists.  It was clearly very valuable. I retain the memory of her thought 
for me. The family found the safe had melted and all they could collect were the 
metal cases, minus their leather covers, of the medals and a gravy boat in which they 
placed the molten remains of the OAM and some jewellery.

We have had power outages for extended periods and because Telstra has lost 6 
towers in our area phone and internet have been very limited. We were evacuated 
twice when fire approached this area.  We could see it burning along a nearby road. 
We slept on the pews in the church the first time and with friends the second. Often 
smoke filled the air.

The aftermath of the fire.
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While here I have been in contact with NRMA, my insurers. They will cover the rental 
costs for 12 months.  They have accepted my list of contents. They have accepted the 
house has been totally destroyed.  A building firm has been tasked to say whether 
they could rebuild on the site and if I accept them will give a lifetime cover on their 
work.

I do not wish to make a decision on rebuilding for at least 6 months.  I feel I need to 
have time to work out my priorities.  Son Andrew wishes to retain the property and as 
an architect he would obviously have a say on what we build.

I have found a townhouse in central Batemans Bay to rent.  I have chosen this as it is 
close to the hospital and church where I do pastoral caring and to the venues where 
our U3A lectures are held and I meet up with my friends. It is fully furnished and 
has beds already made up, towels on them, double garage, 3 bedrooms.  At the lower 
family level there is a small garden where a third car can park. 

I have been supported through all this by Lesley and my dear brother Jim in particular.  
They accompanied me to the NRMA, the Disaster Recovery Centre, and in looking at 
properties to rent. They have given hugs when they were needed.  Many other friends 
and the clergy in our church have also given me comfort.  I am coping reasonably well. 
My GP has given me a referral to a psychologist.  Counselling is being recommended 
by many involved agencies. 

Needless to say the economy of the area has taken a huge hit.  People who normally 
rent out their places to people who come for sun and sand, cafes, businesses that have 
been burnt out and lost all their stock, workers who now longer have a job and many 
more have been impacted.  The generosity of people from all over the country has 
been inspiring.  Trucks are bringing hay from Western Australia to farmers who have 
no feed for their stock, the big retailers have supplied non-perishable food, hygiene 
products, baby supplies, bottled water.  At a central park the Army is aiding the 
distribution of these products to people, Anglicare workers are there to give vouchers 
and advice.  At our church the hall has been filled with donations for the Aboriginal 
community, particularly in Mogo.  The church is also accommodating workers from 
Samaritan’s Purse – an organisation that helps the clearing of sites.  In all this, the men 
from Hope House for Homeless men are pitching in, cooking for the workers, heating 
up water for tea and coffee, lifting boxes.  I think it is wonderful that they are finding a 
purpose and a way to be part of the community again.

I have not been able to reply to all the emails, messages and calls that have come in 
and it will take me a while to get on top of things in Camp Street.  I do appreciate your 
concern.

Anne Coutts
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SCOTS’ CHURCH  
ART EXHIBITION 2020

At the Open House weekend, which is 25 and 26 July 2020, Scots’ Church will 
have its Fifth Art Exhibition. The 2019 Art Exhibition was very successful. There 
were several entries which were stunning and gave a focal point for the whole 
exhibition. In particular a phoenix made from CDs was a stunning piece of work 
which attracted enormous attention and was the centre point of the whole 
exhibition.

Several of the entries were sold. The most important part of this exhibition to me was 
seeing the wonderful talents of members and friends.

This year we are planning to have the exhibition in the body of the hall closer to where 
tea, coffee and refreshments are served. The lighting there will be better and visitors 
will be able to see the entries more clearly, and spend time thinking and talking about 
the entries while they are having their refreshments.

The categories will be the same as last year, which are textiles, photography, sculpture 
or three-dimensional objects (including wood carvings and woodwork), paintings, 
ceramics, and sketches. There will be an award for the Best in Show again this year 
and a special award for the article which is the Best in Show directly relating to Scots’ 
Church or its people.

You do not have to be a professional artist to enter something in our Art Exhibition. 
The only requirement is that you are a member or friend of Scots’ Church. “Friend” 
of Scots’ Church is interpreted broadly. There is no requirement for an entry to be 
done within the last year. An entry can have been completed at any time. Contact 
Wendy Gregory at the church office for entry forms. She has the entry forms and the 
conditions for entries. Entries are to fit certain criteria. These are broadly interpreted. 
If a work is of sufficient merit but is outside the conditions, it still may be exhibited.

Judging will take place on either Friday afternoon or early Saturday morning. Entries 
need to be received by lunchtime on Friday, 24 July 2020.

So put your thinking cap on. Get your sewing machine out, dust off your camera, 
sharpen your chisels, sharpen your pencils, clean your brushes, and get your tubes of 
paint out, fire up your kiln.

Let’s make this the best Art Exhibition ever for Scots’ Church with many, many entries 
of all different types of art.

Charles Castle, Convenor
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DAKOTA REFLECTS ON HER  
AFRICA MERCY SHIP EXPERIENCES

Each year more than 1,000 
volunteers serve with Mercy Ships. 
These include a range of health 
professionals as well as support 
staff. They follow the model of Jesus 
as they bring hope and healing to 
the world’s poor. The volunteers 
treat a range of conditions, with 
surgery and medical care being 
provided free of cost. The ship is 
staffed by volunteers.

The Outreach Committee, together with 
some individual donations, assisted in 

supporting Dakota Sykes, a registered nurse who served on the Africa Mercy Ship from 
September to December 2019. An update in the October Leaflet provided an account 
from Dakota of her early time on the ship. She has now returned to Melbourne, and 
has provided a most insightful and moving reflection of her experiences. 

‘So I’ve been in Senegal, West Africa for the last 16 weeks. I have been serving on 
board the Africa Mercy Ship.

I’m at the end of my time here and looking back over the last four months, it’s really 
quite unexplainable the things I’ve seen and felt. Many times on this journey I’ve 
literally closed my eyes in a moment and thought “commit this to memory and try 
your best to never ever forget it”. I spent some time sitting and thinking of all the 
wonderful and heartbreaking things that have happened. And while I was sitting 
pondering, I saw a cat. My mind wandered off into thinking about the time I spent a 
month in Rarotonga and semi adopted a cat that I named Boots. He just lived at the 
house I was staying at so he wasn’t really mine, in fact his name was actually Simba. 
He was so cute and for that month I loved him dearly. I loved him enough that all 
these years later, that memory jumped into my brain without me having to dig for it. I 
promise there is a point to this silly story.

After I finished daydreaming, it occurred to me that the memories I’ve made here will 
fall into my head sporadically for the rest of my life. If I still think of a cat I knew for 
a month, imagine the lasting impact of all these people I’ve met in Senegal. Things I 
may forget in time, might just resurface randomly and I’ll get to remember that joy all 
over again.

 Young patients enjoying a break. Copyright 2019 Mercy 
Ships.  Used with permission.
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I’m excited for the time those memories 
come because ultimately I’m so 
heartbroken to be leaving Senegal. To be 
completely honest, there is a part of me 
that feels so guilty. Why should I have been 
so lucky to be born in a developed nation? 
Have access to healthcare and clean 
water? Why should I be allowed to fly back 
home to the opposite side of the world 
and live a life of luxury? When there are 
millions and billions of people that have 
so much less than me.

Before I came to Africa I thought I understood poverty. I thought seeing glimpses 
on the news or reading it in an article meant I understood. I was so wrong. You 
don’t understand poverty until you’re staring into the eyes of a young mum whose 
three month old was born with a cleft lip and palate. He can’t feed properly and 
is so malnourished, I saw him open his eyes only once in eight hours. You couldn’t 
possibly understand poverty until you discover this same child has a disease which 
is prohibiting his bowels from working, and the only way to fix it is to operate. But 
he’s not nourished enough to survive the surgery. And the resources to provide him 
parenteral nutrition are not available. So he can’t be fed, and he can’t have surgery. 
This same baby, born in my home country would survive. It would be a journey, but he 
would likely survive. This boy did not. 

If I think about it too hard then it makes me really angry. Because these people are 
no different from me. And even though I say you can’t understand poverty “until”... It 
doesn’t really mean anything. Because I’ve seen that scenario with my very own eyes, 
and I still don’t understand poverty. My mind cannot possibly comprehend the true 
weight of it. 

But the funny thing is, although I’ve met so many people who statistically live below 
the poverty line, they are so rich in other ways. During my time on board, I went 
to an educational day related to learning to serve. During this day, we discussed in 
what ways we are impoverished in our own lives. It was interesting to discuss that 
things like social media and advancing technology are actually causing a form of 
communicative poverty. We don’t talk to people on the street if we can help it. Why 
would we if we don’t know them? Yet, in Senegal (and I’m assuming the majority of 
Africa), it would be considered quite rude to not treat a stranger as if they were a 
member of your family. 

Dakota with a happy patient. Copyright 2019 Mercy 
Ships – Danita Gilbert.  Used with permission.
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Before coming here I didn’t stop to think 
about the many ways that our patients are 
fortunate. From an outside perspective 
it is certainly easy to assume they are all 
suffering such hard lives. But one of the 
greatest things I have learnt is that a lot 
of them are living fulfilled lives too. I’m 
blessed to have experienced both sides 
of the coin. And this has really taught me 
that to serve someone well isn’t to assume 
they’re less fortunate than you, but to see 
them as your equal. With times of hardship 
and times of joy. There is still great disparity 
between my home and theirs but I can tell 
you now, that in the moments where you 
are laughing and crying with one another, 
it doesn’t matter what language we speak 
or what education we have. It all came 
down to a mutual respect and love. 

As much as my heart aches and my mind 
is really quite overwhelmed with all these 
thoughts and feelings, the main thing I 
want to carry home with me is that I really truly showed and felt love here. Prior to 
coming, I had wondered if I was the right person for it. I’m not all sweet and glossy. 
I’m pretty blunt and moody for the most part. But turns out this place brought out 
some of the best in me. And for that I’m so thankful because I gave the best of myself 
to my patients. My time here has been blessed beyond measure. And I now carry 
with me little pieces of love. And sometimes little pieces of sadness. Memories for 

me to treasure and some I might forget on 
the surface but will drop into my head at 
random times in my life.

Like my first day on the ward and how I 
cried three times out of joy.

My first patient’s name and the way he 
asked me to put my hands on his shoulders 
in his discharge photograph because I was 
HIS nurse.

A young girl awaits surgery.  Copyright 2019 Mercy 
Ships – Lara Arkinstall.  Used with permission.

Dakota with another volunteer. Copyright 2019 Mercy 
Ships – Danita Gilbert.  Used with permission.

The Africa Mercy Ship.  Credit: Mercy Ships.
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Hearing a mama speak of her son being called an animal, when really he was just 
born with a mass on his tummy which could be removed.

Seeing that same boy stand completely naked in the middle of the ward post his 
surgery while he waited for mama to bathe him. And knowing that he was standing 
there proud to be nude for the first time in his life. 

Teaching children snippets of English and learning tuti tuti Wolof in return.

Hearing that a mama just wanted her child to have surgery so maybe he could make 
at least one friend.

Learning how to do an emergency tracheostomy to save someone’s life.

Taking Sunday School at the Hope Centre and the kiddies drawing pictures of me 
afterward.

Feeling the weight of love so heavy for the lives we’ve so briefly stepped in and out of. 

Knowing although it was a short time, we’re both going to feel it for a long time.

I really think I gained more from Africa than Africa gained from me. This ship has 
been home for four months and I pray I never forget how it felt to be here. Ba beneen 
yoon ♥ inshallah 

Dakota Sykes  
29th December 2019’

Mercy Ship volunteers, September 2019.  Credit: Mercy Ships.
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The Scots’ Church Melbourne  
PWMU Program For 2020

APRIL Speakers: Chris and Julie Dean who will speak on  
Wednesday 8th 10.30am their journey into serving in cross-cultural mission 
Robert White Hall in Timor Leste with APWM.

MAY Speaker: The Moderator Pastor Colin Morrow will  
Wednesday 13th 10.30am speak about his Moderatorial year. 
Robert White Hall 

JUNE  “Welcome to the Library Tour” of the State Library 
Wednesday 10th June  Meet in Hansen Hall Swanston St. at 11.15am 
11.30am – 12.15pm 

AUGUST  (Thanksgiving month) 
Wednesday 12th 10.30am Speaker: Mr Donny Pelsoczy from the St. Kilda  
Robert White Hall Police Citizens Youth Club who will speak about 
 the work they do with the local community.

SEPTEMBER Speakers: Samuel and Dhruti Christian who are  
Wednesday 9th 10.30am preparing to work overseas in India through 
Robert White Hall APWM.

OCTOBER NO REGULAR MEETING. State meeting 8th Oct 
 at 10.00am in the Robert White Hall.

NOVEMBER Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 11th 10.30am Speaker: Rev. Richard O’Brien (Minister to the CBD)
Robert White Hall  
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Gilbert John Bell
11th July 1921 – 23 February 2020

Gilbert Bell, who was an elder at Sunshine Presbyterian Church for over 70 
years, passed away on 23rd February at the age of 99 years. His wife was 
Isabel (deceased) and they had two daughters, Wendy and Lynette, eleven 
grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. He was remembered by his family 
as a fun and loving father and grandfather but had a serious side, even though 
he often ‘played the clown’.

A graveside service was held at the Altona Memorial Park on 2nd March followed by 
a Thanksgiving Service held at the Sunshine Church. The Rev. John Cho conducted 
the service and Wendy and Lynette gave the eulogies. Elder Colin Phillips and 
grandchildren Dimity Thompson, Leigh Thompson and Matthew De Salvo gave their 
reflections. The organ was played by Darryl Thompson, Lynette’s husband. 

Gilbert was baptised at the Williamstown Presbyterian Church and, after several 
moves with his family, finally settled in Sunshine. Although Gilbert always attended 
church and taught Sunday school, it was not until he served in the Army on non-
combatant duties in Borneo during World War II that he had his first real encounter 
with God. After returning to civilian life he never stopped growing spiritually. He 
became an elder at Sunshine at the  age of 27 (inducted by Rev. Frank Sadler, father 
of Lois Taylor), continued teaching in Sunday school, conducting singing for Sunday 
school anniversaries, produced plays, and loved organising church concerts as well 
as carrying out his duties as an elder. He was representative elder on Melbourne West 
Presbytery and the General Assembly of Victoria for many years. 

He met his wife Isabel Morris when she came to teach at Sunshine State School, 
where Isabel taught Lois Taylor in Grade 3. Gilbert and Isabel married at the Sunshine 
Methodist Church in 1952. They both worshipped at the Presbyterian Church and 
Isabel became an elder. They were both involved in many wider Christian committees 
and Gilbert also became a lay preacher. Gilbert spent his working life with an 
insurance company in Melbourne and retired at the age of 59. In his retirement he 
spent time tending his attractive garden, going on walking tours with his friends, and 
writing letters to family and friends in Australia and on the mission fields. Gilbert 
spent his last few years living independently in a retirement village until he moved to 
a nursing home in Wantirna where he died peacefully.

Reference “Woman in the Mirror” Isabel Grace Bell

Lois Taylor

In Memoriam
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WILLIAM MONTGOMERY  
– STAINED GLASS ARTIST

In the north aisle of Scots’ Church  (west 
side) the three pairs of stained glass 
windows toward the back of the church 
are the work of William Montgomery, and 
were manufactured and installed between 
1916 and 1918. From the back, the first two 
windows show Saul in a fit of depression, 
and David playing upon the lyre; the next 
pair tell the story of Naaman and the 
servant girl; and the last pair depict Mary 
and Martha at Bethany. The two remaining 
pairs of windows in the north aisle are 
by Franz Zettler of Munich, Germany. 
The traditional style of the windows of 
Montgomery blends seamlessly with the 
earlier windows of Zettler.

William Montgomery was born in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, in November 1850. He 
was apprenticed to a stained glass artist at the age of 14, and also attended Newcastle 
School of Art. He showed considerable talent in sketching and painting. On completion 
of his course Montgomery went to London, where he worked for a time with Clayton 
and Bell, a leading firm in stained glass manufacture. He then joined Franz Mayer and 

Company of Munich, Germany where he remained 
for about seven years. Montgomery and American 
artist Harriet Postlewait, whom he met in Germany, 
were married in 1886. After completing several 
stained glass commissions in England the couple 
migrated to Australia, arriving in Melbourne in late 
1886,

On his arrival, Montgomery set up a studio in Flinders 
Street and quickly secured several important 
commissions in Wagga Wagga, Yass, Richmond 
(Victoria), Hawthorn and Sale. He brought with him 
the latest in European style and design, and was 
highly sought after. He worked for both Catholic 
and Protestant denominations, and also designed 
stained glass for public buildings and private homes.

A portrait of William Montgomery 
by Pegg Clark, possibly for his 70th 
birthday around 2nd November 1920.  
Credit: Wordpress.

 A photograph of the pair of windows 
depicting Mary and Martha, taken 
between 1917 and ?1919 by the artist, 
William Montgomery. Credit: State 
Library of Victoria. 
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William and Harriet had one surviving child 
William, born in 1890. He was enrolled at 
the National Gallery School in 1915 when he 
enlisted. He fought at Gallipoli and in France, 
where he was fatally wounded in the last 
major battle of World War I. Harriet died in 
1900 and in 1907 William married May Fraser 
Blacklock. They had two children, Anne and 
Richard, both of whom were artistic.

A co-founder of the Victorian Artists’ Society 
in 1888, Montgomery served on its council 
for many years, and was president from 1912 
to 1916. Amongst many other activities 
he was a Trustee of the National Gallery of 
Victoria and a member of the Trustees Felton 
Purchase Committee which liaised with the 
Felton Bequest Committee. He died in July 
1927 leaving a legacy of wonderful stained 
glass still enjoyed and appreciated today.

It is well worth taking some time to view and reflect on the characters and stories depicted 
in the beautiful stained glass windows of Montgomery in our north aisle.
References:
eMelbourne: The City Past and Present. Stained Glass. http://www.emelbourne.net.au/blogs/EM01420b.htm
Hughes, Dr. Bronwyn, OAM. William Montgomery – Biography.  https://williammontgomeryartist.wordpress.com/
The Scots’ Church, Melbourne. The Stories in Stained Glass. Madding Crowd Publishing, 2011.

 The pair of windows depicting Saul and David, 
in the north aisle.

The sketch of a design for a stained glass 
window, signed by Montgomery. 
 Credit: State Library of Victoria.

 Detail of an early sketch for a stained glass window for St. 
George’s Church, Goornong.  Credit:  State Library of Victoria.
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Koo-Wee-Rup Memorial  
and Avenue of Honour

Koo-Wee-Rup is a town in Victoria, 
Australia, 63km south-east of 
Melbourne’s Central Business District, 
located within the Shire of Cardinia 
local government area.  Koo-Wee-
Rup recorded a population of 3,579 at 
the 2016 Census. Prior to December 
1994 the town was part of the Shire of 
Cranbourne. The post office opened 
on the 7th of January 1891. In the early 
1950s many Italian and Dutch families 
settled in the area. Prior to European 
settlement the area was occupied by 
the Bunurong Aboriginal people. It is 
from their language that the town’s 
name derives.  Ku-wirup is believed to 
mean “plenty of black fish” or “black 
fish swimming”.

Koo Wee Rup is now Australia’s largest asparagus growing district. It is also a beef 
farming and potato growing area. The town was previously well known for its potato 
festival, which was held each March to raise funds for the Westernport Memorial 
Hospital (now Kooweerup Regional Health Service).  Schools include the Koo-Wee-
Rup Primary School, St John the Baptist Primary School, and Koo-Wee-Rup Secondary 
College.

It was on October 13th 1921 that a meeting of the Mechanics Institute (opened in 
1902) Committee agreed to allow the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League, 
now the RSL, to add a masonry section to the hall for use as the Koo-Wee-Rup 
Memorial Hall.  The new name was effective from the start of 1924 with the RRSIL 
using it as club rooms and public subscription meeting the cost.  Forward to 2007 and 
after more than a year of hard physical construction work, the members of the Koo-
Wee-Rup Sub-branch of the RSL opened their War Memorial and Cenotaph in 2007 
with a moving and thoughtful ceremony.  This Memorial and Cenotaph recognises the 
sacrifices of the men and women of Koo-Wee-Rup and District who have served their 
country in wars and conflicts around the world.  Separately, the Cenotaph shows the 
names of those heroic men from Koo-Wee-Rup and district who died for Australia in 
conflicts starting with the Boer War.  The Memorial lists over 450 names including the 

 The Koo-Wee-Rup War Memorial and Cenotaph.  
Credit: Arthur Garland. Places of Pride, Australian War 
Memorial. Creative Commons.

The entrance to the Koo-Wee-Rup Avenue of Honour.
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59 heroes who gave up their lives in the service of 
their country: for such a small town this is a huge 
sacrifice.  

The memorial garden also has an area where 
people can sit and reflect on the enormity of 
these world events; these events are portrayed by 
bronze plaques inscribed with hundreds of names 
of those men and women who served their nation 
and there are plaques that have representative 
illustrations of these areas of conflict.  Visitors sit 
in front of a wall, a reflection wall it is called, and 
this wall also has brass plaques installed with 
the names of the RSL Committee who organised 
the design and construction of the Memorial 
and Cenotaph, the people who donated their 
constructive skills, and the many donors who 
contributed to the enormous cost of the Memorial 
and Cenotaph project.  Within the surrounding trees it is a peaceful and sublime area 
for anyone to sit and silently contemplate the tragic events portrayed on the grey War 
Memorial walls.

In 2014, it was decided by the Koo-Wee-Rup RSL Sub-Branch to build an Avenue of 
Honour to commemorate the centenary in 2015 of the ANZAC landings at Gallipoli.  
The Avenue threads through forty-four young oak trees, each tree with a stone and 
bronze plaque at its foot, showing the name of a young man of the district who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country in WW1. There are three sets of brothers noted 
along the way.  In a separate area along the Avenue there is a large wall with the finer 
details of these forty-four heroes engraved on a large bronze plaque, three metres 
wide.  It shows a name, age at death, where they died, how they died, and where they 
are buried or - if they are lost forever.

The Avenue of Honour is entered from Rossiter Road under a large, beautifully 
designed metal archway on which it is written, ‘Koo Wee Rup and District Avenue 
of Honour’ and the Avenue leads directly into the War Memorial and Cenotaph area.  
It was opened just prior to ANZAC Day 2015 and on ANZAC Day there were many 
tears shed as the veterans proudly marched up their own Avenue of Honour giving a 
smart ‘Eyes Right’ salute to the wall of veterans’ names before the march ended at the 
Memorial and Cenotaph and the main centenary memorial ceremony commenced.  
This first ceremony at the completed Memorial and the adjoining Avenue of Honour 
was attended by State dignitaries and guests, together with hundreds of other caring 

 A view along the Avenue of Honour.
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people.  Together with the veterans, they paid homage to our unsung heroes; those 
young men who had laid down their lives for us all to keep Australia safe and free. 
To put it simply — we owe every man and woman who has honourably served this 
country a debt of gratitude we can never fully repay, especially when they make the 
ultimate sacrifice.

Geoff Stokes, KWR RSL

Note: The assistance of KOO-Wee-Rup RSL, and Geoff Stokes for the provision of this 
article is gratefully acknowledged.

The Koo-Wee-Rup and District RSL Honour Roll, listing details of the 44 young men of the district who died during 
World War I.

EURACK AVENUE OF HONOUR  
- THE FIRST IN VICTORIA

Eurack, a small hamlet in the farming district about 30 kilometres north east of Colac, is 
notable for its Avenue of Honour, a World War I Memorial believed to be the first of its kind 
in Victoria, being established by mid-1916. The planting of the trees began as an Arbour Day 
project for the Eurack School in May 1916. It was the initiative of the then head of the school, 
Lieutenant George Pentreath, who enlisted in July 1916. The Eurack Avenue of Honour 
commemorates the 26 soldiers of the district who enlisted for active service by 1916.
Reference: The Leaflet, October 2018.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  A p r i l  2 0 2 0

P A G E  3 9

THE REV. ESMOND WALTER NEW
There are several links between the Rev. 
Esmond Walter New and Scots’ Church, where 
he was assistant minister for a brief period in 
1946. One of these is through the Log Cabin 
Congregation at Sassafras, later the Kennon 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in which Jim 
Nuske and Mary Cooper (née Nuske) grew up 
attending with their family, and where Mr New 
was home missioner for a time. Well known to 
Dorothy Low, a member of our congregation, 
he officiated at her marriage at Scots’ Church, 
during the period he was Victorian foreign 
mission secretary for the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia (PCA).

Born in 1900 in Bromley, Kent, England, where he was educated, New worked on a 
farm then served briefly in World War I, in the Royal Air Force and Royal Navy, before 
making a decision to migrate to Australia. He first worked on a farm in Gippsland near 
the Strezlecki Ranges, then moved to Melbourne where he worked for a time as a sales 
assistant at Myers Stores. Attracted to the Presbyterian church, he went on to train 
for the ministry at Ormond College, Melbourne. During his time as a student he was 
appointed home missioner to the Log Cabin, Sassafras and Belgrave Congregations, 
from 1929 to July 1931. During his ministry there he endeared himself to young and 
old with his special children’s addresses. Esmond New and Annie Fitzroy McNair were 
married at Knox Presbyterian Church, Ivanhoe in 
early 1929. 

After his ordination in 1934, New joined the 
Australian Presbyterian Mission in Korea. As 
tensions increased there he and his family came 
back to Victoria in 1939. On his return he preached 
in a number of churches, and followed his interest 
in art, studying painting at Melbourne Technical 
College before moving to Perth where he became 
chaplain to the 16th Cameron Highlanders.  He 
was appointed chaplain in the Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF) at the beginning of 1942 and 
served in a number of RAAF bases in Australia, 
New Guinea and Borneo. New was demobilised 

Chaplain II Esmond New RAAF in mess dress. 
Credit: Photographer unknown, 1950-1959. 
Australian War Memorial

Esmond New (left) at his Ferny Creek home in 
later years.
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in December 1945, and placed on the 
Air Force Reserve. He was an assistant 
minister at Scots’ Church under the 
Rev. Golder Burns for a short period in 
1946, and was minister at the St. Kilda 
Presbyterian Church from 1946 to 1951.

Following the commencement of the 
Korean War New transferred to the Active 
Citizen Air Force in December 1950, 
serving in Japan and Korea. He then 
went to Singapore and Malaya, returning 
to Australia in late 1952, when he 
accepted calls to charges at Birregurra 
and Echuca, Victoria. In 1959 he received 
the award of MBE, and in the same year 
was appointed Victorian foreign mission 
secretary of the PCA. It was while he 
held this position that he worked with 
the Chinese Presbyterian church in 
Melbourne, where Dorothy Low and her 
family were active members. The bonds 
that were forged then remained strong 
for the rest of his life. 

Following the death of his wife Annie in a car accident in 1974, he married Rose 
Nuttall at Tecoma, Victoria in December 1975. He lived at Ferny Creek for some years, 
later moving to Ocean Grove where he taught painting, and exhibited his own works 
of art. His final move was to Gawler, South Australia, where he died in 1982. He was 
survived by his wife, and three sons and one daughter from his first marriage.

New’s first-hand knowledge of the cultures of East Asia was a rare attribute for an 
Australian in the 1950s, enabling him to make a significant contribution in the 
positions he held, both overseas and in Australia.

References:
Australian Dictionary of Biography: Esmond Walter New (1900-1982) by Steve Eather, Volume 18, (MUP), 2012.  http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/
new-esomd-walter-14986
The Leaflet No. 1079, December 2019, pp 18-20. Victorian Presbyterian Churches Past and Present: Sassafras – from Log Cabin to Kennon Memorial 
Church.
The Leaflet No. 1079, December 2019, pp 25-27. Interview: Dorothy Low.

The Log Cabin Sassafras, where the 
Presbyterian Congregation met when New 
was home missioner from 1929 to 1931.

The Rev. Esmond New officiated at 
the marriage of Dorothy Low, of our 
congregation.
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Show Jesus and his followers the way to Jerusalem

Amazing Maze

for 
kids

Word search
Mark Chapter 11
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions..

(Solution on page 18)

The words to find ...
Authority
Baptism
Bethany

Bethphage
Blessed

Colt
Fig

Forgive
Heaven

Hosanna
Hungry

Jerusalem
Teaching
Temple

Trespasseswww.WordSearchMaker.com
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Biblical Crossword
Mark Chapter 11
Solution on page18

Across
1. When we pray we should 
 _________________.
3. What sort of birds were 
 being sold in the temple?
5.  What happened to the tree 
 that Jesus cursed?
8. The Mount of Olives 
 was near the village of 
 _______________
9. What animal did Jesus ask 
 the disciples to bring to him?
10. What did the people shout 
 as Jesus came along?

11. The crowd was 
 _________ at Jesus’ teaching

Down
1.  What sort of tree did 
 Jesus curse?
2.  Jesus _____________ the 
 money-changers’ tables.
4. Who challenged the  
 authority of Jesus?
6. When Jesus entered 
 Jerusalem where did he go?
7. What other village was close 
 to the Mount of Olives?
9. Many people threw what on 
 the road as Jesus rode along

EclipseCrossword.com
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