
April Daily Bible reading 
3 Leviticus 6, Prov 21, Mark 5:1-20,  2 Corinthians 2:1-11,  Psalms 42:1-6 
4 Leviticus 7, Prov 22, Mark 5:21-43,  2 Corinthians 2:12-17,  Psalms 42:7-11 
5 Leviticus 8, Prov 23, Mark 6:1-6,  2 Corinthians 3:1-6,  Psalms 43 
6 Leviticus 9, Prov 24, Mark 6:7-13,  2 Corinthians 3:7-18,  Psalms 44:1-8 
7 Leviticus 10, Prov 25, Mark 6: 14-29,  1 Corinthians 4:1-6,  Psalms 44:9-16 
  
8 Leviticus 11-12, Prov 26, Mark 6:30-44,  2 Corinthians 4:7-18,  Psalms 44:17-26 
9 Leviticus 13, Prov 27, Mark 6:45-56,  2 Corinthians 5:1-10,  Psalms 44:45:1-9 

The Scots’ Church Melbourne 5pm service 

Newsletter  

In 49BC when Julius Caesar was about to cross the Rubicon River, he famously 
said:  ‘The die is cast.’  He meant the point of no return had been reached.   
 

In Mark 11  that is now true of Jesus.   ‘The die is cast.’  He had committed him-
self to going to Jerusalem.  Now he is entering Jerusalem.  The religious leaders 
who had been opposing Jesus from the beginning had been gathering together 
and wondering:   “how they might kill Jesus?” And…whether Jesus the Messiah 
would make his move and oust the Romans?     
 

There was unparalleled tension in Jerusalem. The elderly hadn’t seen anything 
like it – you could  ‘cut the tension in the air with a knife’  – in the marketplace, 
in the doorways, on the corner, in the temple – everyone was talking about it.  
The Passover was only a few days away.  
 

 Would Jesus make a move?  If so, when?  The sort of move he’d make,  would 
depend upon what sort of king he was?  And, what would the authorities do?  
As the pressure mounted, Jesus took definite premeditated action, that would 
show, his was a kingship that defied every category,  made religion obsolete, 
and would ask big questions of us. 
 

This week we are looking at the passage in Mark where Jesus makes a trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem.  It is one of the parallel Palm Sunday passages.  As 
we look at this passage, we will learn about what sort of King Jesus would be?  
We learn that He is at the point of no return.  And we learn how Jesus pre-
pared for Easter?    
The Point of No return      Mark 11:1-25.   
 

Welcome to engage – the 5pm service of The Scots’ Church Melbourne. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Richard O’Brien.   
 
 
JOIN US FOR THE FOLLOWING 
City Bible Study Tuesday - Bible Study and Prayer group  6:30- 8:30pm 

Scots’ services www.scotschurch.com            

Thursday Lunchtime  Series mp3s   Scots' online sermons 

Engage 

05 April 2020 

Sermons on line —  Just a reminder that a back catalogue of sermons are available online. New 
sermons are uploaded to our web site each Friday.  
www.scotschurch.com/sermons 
Sunday 11am, Sunday 5pm, Wednesday 1pm, and Thursday 1pm services. 
St Stephen’s Flemington Sunday service. 
The Indonesian Sunday service can be found at www.icc-melbourne.org/sermons 
 

Contact Details 
Minister to the CBD: Rev Richard O’Brien 
Mobile: 0415978561 
Email: richard@scotschurch.com 
 

How to contact us 
Telephone information and after hours answering service: 9650 9903 
Emergency contact: 0425 884 034  
(only to be used if you have been unable to contact an Elder or Minister) 
Email: admin@scotschurch.com Web: www.scotschurch.com 
 

Maintaining your free-will offerings  
Please continue to provide your normal free-will offerings. They are more  
important than ever at this critical time. There are three ways you can do this:  
• By electronic transfer to BSB 083 004, Account number 630 327 585  
 By cheque made out to The Scots’ Church Melbourne and posted to 1/156  
Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000  

PRAYER 
Father we praise you today for your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
For in Him  we have a king in whom  
you have tenderness without any weakness 
you have strength without a gram of harshness 
you have amazing humility without any  
arrogance 
you have holiness of life without any arrogance 
you have holiness with unbending conviction yet 
with complete approachability. 
you have power without the slightest  
insensitivity 
you have passion without the slightest prejudice 
you have total integrity without rigidity 
never unthinking 
never a false word 
perfect moral glory and humility 

absolute beauty 
absolute sovereignty and perfect submission 
a lion and a lamb 
a rock and a pearl 
meekness and majesty 
Father we humbly acknowledge that we struggle 
with a sense of balance in our character - we are 
not always what we need to be in every situation 
- but we come today in the name of the One 
who was always 
what He needed to be in every situation. 
Lord by the power of your Holy Spirit, through 
Your Word, please renew our character more 
and more in the image of Jesus Christ, 
the.servant-King. So that we can be bold and 
humble, strong and meek. 
We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 
(based  on a prayer by the late John Gerstener.) 

http://www.scotschurch.com
http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/sermon-podcasts1


 The Point of No Return – Mark 11: 1-25 

‘The die is cast’  

 
 

 
1. Who is Jesus?   (Mark 11: 1 – 11)  

 It doesn’t just fit…. 
 
 
 
 

 A donkey…it just doesn’t fit the world’s categories….. 
 

 

 
2.  What change would Jesus bring? ( Mark 11: 15 – 19)  

 

 The first area of the temple was the Court of the Gentiles – the only area where they 
(non-Jews) could go.   
 
 
   

 Vs 17-18  – ‘my house will be called a house of prayer.’ 
  

 

 The history of the temple…. 
o Beginning in Genesis 1 – 2, Psalm 78:69 

 
 
 

o Genesis 3:24 
 
 
o Old Testament prophets looked forward to a day when ‘the glory of God 

would be across the face of the earth as the waters covered the sea.’ 
 
 

o Isaiah 53: 8 – Messiah would be cut off from the land of the living.  
 
 
 
 
o Jesus’ death – the curtain of the temple is torn in two Mark 15:38 
 
 
 

 
3. How do we prepare for Easter?   (12-14,20-25) 

 Jesus and the fig tree  
  

o Two kinds of fruit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o When? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
o A ‘parable concerning hollow religiosity.’ 

 
 
 

 

4. Is our life bearing fruit? 
 

 


