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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY 31st MAY 
  
This coming Sunday, you can listen to: 
 
Sunday Morning Service 
Rev David Jones preaching from Ezekiel 37:1-10; Acts 2:1-13 

The sermon title is ‘A mighty rushing Wind’  
The recording on our website includes hymns from the Scots' Church choir, a prayer, and bible readings. 
The bible text along with notes regarding the sermon, can be found at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Evening ‘Engage’ 5pm Service 
‘Engage’ is currently in recess and hopes to resume again at the beginning of July. 
  
A recorded video of St Stephen’s Flemington Sunday service by Mr Andrew Wong, featuring contemporary 
praise songs, is also available at the Scots’ Church Web site. 
 
Rev Christian Tirtha and Prof Sen Sendjaya will be live streaming their sermons in Indonesian at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. Here is the link: www.icc-melbourne.org/sermons 
 
Sermons online — Just a reminder that a back catalogue of sermons are available online. New sermons 
are uploaded to our web site regularly. 
www.scotschurch.com/sermons 
 

UPCOMING WEEK 
 

Sunday 7th June 11am – Rev Murray Capill 
 
 

Welcome to our guest preacher 
 
Next Sunday, 7 June, for our pre-recorded morning service,  
Rev Murray Capill will preach from Numbers 6:22-27.  The sermon title is:  
‘What a blessing!’ 
Murray Capill is Dean of Ministry Development and Lecturer in Pastoral 
Ministry at the Reformed Theological College. 
 
Murray is originally from New Zealand where he pastored a church in 
Auckland for 10 years.  
 

 

 

Scots’ Weekly 
Friday 29 May 2020 

  
 

Rev David Jones 
 

We wish to thank Rev David Jones for his time with us over the month of May. 
In this time of stress and change it has been reassuring to listen to him preach from the Bible and 
be reminded that life is still going on and that God and the Church are always with us. 

 

http://www.icc-melbourne.org/sermons
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He came to Australia in 2001 to teach part-time at the RTC and continue in pastoral ministry in the Christian 
Reformed Churches of Australia. Since 2006 he has taught practical theology full-time and for 12 years he 
served as the RTC’s Principal.  
 
He is the author of Preaching with Spiritual Vigour (2004) and The Heart is the Target (2014). Murray is 
married to Wendy and they have five children and four grandchildren 
 

 
 

Living Under God’s Providence 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should 
be kept alive, as they are today. (Genesis 50:20) 

God’s providence is His sovereign and loving care over the whole created order. I have often found that 
when we talk about God’s providence, we tend to emphasise on the positives such as good health, provision 
of food, availability of work, housing, safety in travels and so on. However, the Bible teaches that God’s 
providence covers more than the positives, good and worthy of praises as they are. God’s sovereign rule 
and care covers everything that happens in the world: the good, the bad, and everything in between.  

In this regard the Bible teaches that there is no such thing as luck, fate or even karma. Our lives are not 
dependent on blind faith that relies on a dice rolled by an unknowable cosmic being! The God of the Bible is 
the Lord who is fully sovereign, ruling and administering over all things, supremely wise and full of love. He 
did not just create the world and the whole universe and leave it up to mankind to chart their own life course 
and history. 

If there is one lesson that each of us must accept during this pandemic is this: God can use everything to 
bring mankind to its knees. We are currently talking about a virus that is invisible to the naked eye, easily 
transmitted, and which cure is yet to be found. A virus that no government or country, irrespective of their 
economic prowess, has been left untouched. A virus that does not discriminate you by status, age, and 
gender. A virus that, virtually overnight, forces the whole world to change their way of living and interacting. 
All that to say, among a myriad of other factors, how limited and powerless we are when it comes to 
determining our own life’s direction.  

The verse quoted above is part of the final chapter in the book of Genesis. These were Joseph’s words to his 
brothers. Throughout his life, Joseph endured hardships after hardships, primarily due to his brother’s 
jealousy and hatred. They sold him off as a slave, which later led to his imprisonment for many years. Until 
finally, Joseph was exalted to become the second most important person in Egypt. Now the proverbial table 
had turned. His brothers were now the ones under Joseph’s mercy. However, instead of dishing out a 
revenge or saying words of condemnation, Joseph uttered these great words: “As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today” (Genesis 50:20). 

How did God care for His people? By allowing, or better, ruling over Joseph’s brothers’ jealousy, evil actions, 
and manipulations. By placing Joseph in Egypt as a slave who endured various forms of injustice. By 
separating Jacob from his favorite son for many years. All these and more are things we generally consider 
negative, in fact, evil. Yes, most of you know that things finally turned around for Joseph. Eventually he was 
let out of prison by supernaturally interpreting Pharaoh’s dream, which got him the job as Egypt’s second-in-
command. But this is vintage God, this is the God of the Bible, this is God’s providence writ large. He cared 
for His people by ruling over all things, whether positive or negative, good or bad.  

Ultimately, we see God’s control and care for His people made manifest in the life, death and resurrection of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Only when we read and learn from Jesus’ life, we begin to see the clearest revelation 
of God’s providence over all things. In Jesus, we see how the greatest evil (the created mankind rejecting 
and killing its Creator) was used by God to bring out the greatest good (the Creator saving and restoring 
mankind). Only when we see God’s providence through His Word and perfectly fulfilled in Jesus, that is 
when we begin to know that He truly rules and that He truly cares for us. 

Rev Christian Tirtha 
Minister: Indonesian Christian Church  
 
Prayer items 

- Pray that through times of difficulty we may grow in meditating, talking about, and be grateful for 
God’s providence over the whole world and our own lives. 
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- Pray that the Selection Committee and the Kirk Session might be given God’s wisdom as they 

prayerfully weigh in several applicants for our Senior Minister role. 
 

- Pray that Australian churches, along with many churches around the world, might be able to wisely 
navigate the many uncharted territories as they plan to re-open and adjust to the new normal. 

 
- Praise God for the work of the Scots’ Church Kirk Session and its COVID-19 Commission as they 

continue to lead and guide the church during the pandemic. Pray that the elders and those 
associated to assist them might have the stamina and wisdom to serve the congregation well. 

 
- Praise God for the first batch returning to school this week, with a second batch returning on 9th 

June. Pray that the parents and students might be able to adjust well. Pray especially for the 
principals, teachers, and their staff as they face increased challenge during this pandemic, while 
ensuring that the students are still receiving proper education. 

 
- Pray for those whose mental health are affected in the past few months. If we know them in our 

community or church, that we might be able to help them or at least support them in any way we 
can. Pray for those who provide care for them whether they are medical professionals, volunteers, or 
family members, that they too might have the resilience and care to give to those affected. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH DIARY DATES TO BE REMEMBERED 

  

Kirk Session   3 June (via Zoom) 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend 6 – 8 June 

Big Hymn Sing   21 June – 2pm (Via YouTube) 

THIS CONCERT IS AN ONLINE EVENT ONLY. 

THERE WILL BE NO ADMITTANCE TO THE CHURCH ON THE DAY.  

THIS IS IN LINE WITH GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVES FOR CHURCH 

GATHERINGS. 

 
 

CHURCH GROUPS, MEETINGS AND OTHER EVENTS 
 
All ‘face to face’ meetings have been postponed until further notice. Some will be proceeding by telephone or 
video conferencing. If you are part of a group that will be using this facility you will be contacted about it. 
For more information about the group you attend please contact the convenor of that group. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
 
BIG HYMN SING:   Via YouTube;  Sunday, June  21, 2pm 
For hundreds of years people have gathered to sing rousing, inspirational hymns.  
At The Scots' Church each year for some time now we have featured BIG HYMN SINGS.  
The choir, organ 5 brass players and timpani and of course lots of people in the church make a 
glorious sound. It is both inspirational and fantastic fun. 
This time we will have the remarkable RIEGER organ played by Dr Robin Batterham AO, Oliver Crofts 
playing the clarinet and the 10 Scots' Choir Principals, all properly distanced of course.  
People will remember the tune Aberyswyth from THE CROWN. Vaughan McAlley has written a setting of 
this  beautiful hymn for Choir, clarinet and organ. 
It will receive its world premiere at the BIG HYMN SING on June 21. 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe. 
 

Proverbs 18: 10 
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FOR THE LEAFLET – BIG HYMN SING 
You may be gathered with family and friends at home to watch the Big Hymn Sing and to sing along. We 
would love to include photos of you and your family and/or friends, or a ‘selfie’ joining in, in the August 
Leaflet (as we have done for ANZAC Day photos for the June Leaflet). If you take photos and would be 
happy for them to be included in The Leaflet, could you forward them to  me by email 
to:    r.strother@bigpond.com or to  
Wendy Gregory  at:   reception@scotschurch.com   by the end of June please. 
 
WEBINAR 
"A Healthy Mind During Crisis" Webinar Audio Recording and Slides 
The English language webinar "A Healthy Mind During Crisis" on Saturday 23rd May hosted by the 
Indonesian Christian Church was well attended and received. The speaker was Dr Danny Cheah, a Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Head of Clinical Services at the Alfred Hospital Child and Youth Mental Health 
Service. We are grateful for Danny's generosity in terms of sharing his testimony, time, and wisdom in the 
area of mental health issues. Danny has kindly allowed us to share the audio version of his talk as well as a 
PDF file containing the slides, which includes one of the main focus of his talk '8 Practical Tips to Look After 
Your Mental Health.'  
 
The recording and the slides can be listened to and accessed here: 
https://www.icc-melbourne.org/mentalhealthwebinar2020 
Password: dontjustprayitaway 
 
Blessings, 
Christian 
 
WEDDINGS 
While weddings are currently limited to 10 guest, this did not detract from the wedding conducted by  
Rev Christian Tirtha on Friday 22nd May for Paulina Tan and Joshua Loe.  
Both are members of our Indonesian congregation and still hope to have a larger ceremony later in the year 
to celebrate with friends and family. 
Here is a photo of them with their parents who joined the wedding via live-streaming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

National Reconciliation Week 
27 May to 3 June 

 
 
 
National Reconciliation Week is an ideal time for everyone to join the reconciliation conversation and reflect 
on shared histories, contributions and achievements. It is held annually from 27 May to 3 June and is a time 
to celebrate and build on the respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
and other Australians.  
Preceded by National Sorry Day on 26 May, National Reconciliation Week is framed by two key events in 
Australia’s history, which provide strong symbols for reconciliation: – 27 May 1967 – the referendum that saw 
more than 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the Australian Government power to make laws for 

mailto:r.strother@bigpond.com
mailto:reception@scotschurch.com
https://www.icc-melbourne.org/mentalhealthwebinar2020
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Indigenous people and recognise them in the census. – 3 June 1992 – the Australian High Court delivered 
the Mabo decision, which recognised that Indigenous people have a special relationship with the land.  
This paved the way for land rights known as native title. 
2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 2000, when people came together 
to walk on bridges and roads across the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia. 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR CHOIR 
VAUGHAN McALLEY – PRINCIPAL TENOR 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vaughan and Eleanor 
 
Vaughan McAlley started in the Scots’ Church Choir as a 17-year-old somewhere around the 6th of March 
1988. He was late because he couldn’t find the entrance. When he joined, Douglas Lawrence had been 
Music Director, and the principal tenor and bass were called Douglas. Over the years, Vaughan has sung for 
Norman Prichard, Jack Pilgrim, Douglas Robertson, and many excellent assistant ministers. He has made 
many friends in the choir, and has enjoyed many musical challenges as Principal Tenor, in particular, the 
role of the Evangelist in Bach’s St John Passion. He met his wife Leonie Tonkin (Associate Principal Alto) in 
the choir, and their daughters Eleanor and Genevieve love coming to church and in Eleanor’s case now, 
singing in the choir. 
 
Against this continuous backdrop of singing every Sunday morning, Vaughan has been a long-time sound 
engineer at Move Records, producing albums by the choir, Douglas Lawrence and Elizabeth Anderson. He 
has also sung for 20 years with Ensemble Gombert, helping to cement his obsession with renaissance 
choral music. As a composer he has written anthems and arrangements for brass that enjoy some fame or 
notoriety among the Scots’ congregation. He has also composed a 40-part motet, Omnes angeli, which was 
performed in 2013. He was planning to have his newest composition, A Human Requiem, performed at his 
50th birthday this July, but maybe he will have a big 51st party instead. He is looking forward to returning to 
the choir when it is safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HYMNS ON OUR WEB SITE 
 

Some of the hymns that you will hear on our pre-recorded sermons are available on our  
‘Food for Life’s Journey’ CD recorded by the Scots’ Church Choir. 

 It is available for purchase at $15.00 + $5.00 postage and handling. ($20 in total) 
If you would like to purchase a copy, please email to wendy@scotschurch.com  
or leave a message on the Church phone and we will call you back. (9650 9903) 

mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

Kirk at Work – An article from the ‘Leaflet’ April 1920 
 
The Kirk at Work - Under this title a most interesting Exhibition and Demonstration is taking place in our 
Town Hall from April 22nd to 28th. All our church activities at home and abroad are to be represented. A 
Korean dwelling will occupy the centre of the Hall and the Mission band children will enjoy meeting some of 
the Korean friends in native costume. There will also be exhibits from the New Hebrides and North 
Queensland and Mr. William Howat has very kindly promised to lend a most interesting and rare collection of 
Chinese and Japanese curios, many of which are unique. 
This Exhibition has been organised to let the work our church at home and abroad be better known, in order 
that fresh interest may be aroused, and a new impetus give to future effort. It is hoped also that a 
considerable sum of money may be realised to help meet the increasing needs in Korea and other mission 
fields. 
Buttons are being sold, price 2/6 each, which will admit any, and every day, flowers, cakes and sweets will 
be sold by the senior girls of our church, and Korean and other foreign curios will be sold at the various 
stalls.  
The congregations in the two Presbyteries of Melbourne West and South are asked to undertake the 
Refreshment Stall and we in Scots Church are invited to share the duties with several other churches on the 
opening evening, April 22nd. 
Encouraged by the most generous response about a month ago to an appeal of a similar kind on behalf of 
the Sisterhood, Mrs. Borland again asks the Scots Church ladies to send a little to help on this occasion. 
Either cakes, scones, or money will be gratefully received and may be sent as before to Miss Black's office, 
addressed either to Mrs. Borland or Miss Henderson, who is acting as Convenor for Scots Church. 
 

TOWN HALL c1920 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BIBLE READING AND NOTES FOR THE SERMON GIVEN BY REV DAVID JONES 

11am Service 
 

Pentecost Sunday - May 31st – ‘A mighty rushing Wind’ 
 
Bible Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-10; Acts 2:1-13 
 

1. the World was there 
 

2. the Word was preached  
 

3. the Wind was blowing 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-10 
37 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in 
the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were 
very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 



[7] 
 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling,[c] 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 
army. 
 

Acts 2:1-13 
 
2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this 
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak 
in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And 
all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 
 
 
 

May           Daily Bible Readings 

29 Deut 2 Isa 30 Luke 5: 27-39 Eph 4: 1-6 Psalm 67: 5-7 

30 Deut 3 Isa 31 Luke 6: 1-16 Eph 4: 7-16 Psalm 68: 1-6 

31 Deut 4 Isa 32 Luke 6: 17-26 Eph 4: 17-24 Psalm 68: 7-14 

June      

1 Deut 5 Isa 33 Luke 6: 27-36 Eph 4: 25-32 Psalm 68: 15-18 

2 Deut 6 Isa 34 Luke 6: 37-49 Eph 5: 1-14 Psalm 68: 19-27 

3 Deut 7 Isa 35 Luke 7: 1-17 Eph 5: 15-21 Psalm 68: 28-35 

4 Deut 8 Isa 36 Luke 7: 18-35 Eph 5: 22-33 Psalm 69: 1-3 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The people of The Scots’ Church started meeting together in 1838, 
and since 1874 have worshipped at the present building. 

All who share in the basis of our faith 
are encouraged to apply for membership. 

 
 

 
How to contact us 
Telephone information and after-hours answering service: 9650 9903 
Emergency contact: 0425 884 034  
(only to be used if you have been unable to contact an Elder or Minister) 
Email: admin@scotschurch.com Web: www.scotschurch.com 
 
 
The Ministry Team 
Minister to the CBD: Rev Richard O’Brien   On extended leave 
Indonesian Christian Church:    
   Prof Sen Sendjaya   0430 479 898 
   Rev Christian Tirtha  0405 459 054 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21405c
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St Stephen’s Flemington   Mr Andrew Wong  9376 3777 
      Missioner/Minister 
Pastoral Care:   Rev Litha Heshusius  0414 826 169 
   Mr David Gibb (Convenor) 9650 9903 
 
Music Ministry:  Mr Douglas Lawrence AM 9650 9903 
Session Clerk:    Mr Peter Armstrong  9650 9903 
Administrator:   Mr Sebert Ruddock   9650 9903 
  
Interim Moderator: Rev Philip Court   9650 9903 
  
Maintaining your free-will offerings  
Please continue to provide your normal free-will offerings. They are more important than ever at this critical 
time.  
  
There are three ways you can do this:  
• By electronic transfer to BSB 083 004, Account number 630 327 585  
• By cheque made out to The Scots’ Church Melbourne and posted to 1/156 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 
3000  
· By credit card over the phone, Telephone Jonathan on 0425 884034  
  
For public health reasons, do not send cash in to the Church Office.  
 
  
 
Change of details — If your contact details have recently changed please don’t forget to let the office know. 
This way we can keep you up to date with Church information. Phone: 9650 9903 and leave a message or 
email to wendy@scotschurch.com 
  
How to navigate our web site to find the following information. 

• Scots' Weekly - https://www.scotschurch.com/scots-weekly 

• The pastoral letters - https://www.scotschurch.com/blog/post/latest-pastoral-letter 

• The Leaflet - https://www.scotschurch.com/the-leaflet 

• The sermons - https://www.scotschurch.com/sermons 

• The Engage newsletters - https://www.scotschurch.com/engage-newsletter 

• The ICC website – www.icc-melbourne.org 
 
 
 
THE CITY BIBLE STUDY - (CBS) is meeting through Live Streaming on Tuesday nights 6:30-8:30pm.  
These will be run by Mr Sonal Herlekar in Rev Richard O’Brien’s absence. 
All you need is a computer connected to the Internet. 
Also, CBS has also been meeting for coffee on Saturday morning – Virtually – through Live Streaming. 
If you would like to know more about CBS and Saturday morning please contact Wendy Gregory via email: 
wendy@scotschurch.com or call Sonal on 0435 568 335. 
 
 
Presbyterian & Scots' Church Joint Mission Update: 
The mission is now officially re-opened for normal service. We have made changes in the way we run to 
ensure safety of our volunteers as well as those who join us every Tuesday. For the time being, we will no 
longer have seating indoors. We will continue to provide food parcels, now on weekly basis, and a drink and 
some food to take and go. Please continue to pray for us and support us financially or through donations.  
 
BSB:  083 004 
Account No.:  51512 1952.  
All donations over $2 are tax-deductible. Cheques, made out to the Presbyterian & Scots’ Church Joint 
Mission, can be mailed to:  The Treasurer, Mrs Glenys Wright 86 Kurunjang Drive KURUNJANG  VIC  3337 
 

Andrew Wong 
Missioner/Minister 
9376 3777 

mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com
http://www.icc-melbourne.org/
mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com

