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The Leaflet
No. 1064

June 2017

Farewell

We were sad to farewell Nina Braisted, 
who has returned to the United States of 
America after eight years at Scots’ Church. 
She has contributed to the life of Scots’ in 
many ways. Nina was most appreciative of 
the luncheon held in her honour on 19th 
March, following the morning service.  

Barbara and Peter Bell have recently  
moved to Noosa, Queensland, to be near 
their younger son Paul and his family. 
Their other son, Jonathan, and his family 
live in Western Australia. We wish Barbara 
and Peter all the best as they settle into 
their new home, and thank them for their 
contribution to Scots’. 

Other news

During Holy Week there was special music each day, and a service on Good Friday, 
with The St. John Passion by J.S. Bach in the evening performed by the Scots’ Church 
choir.  The Garden Service on Easter Day was followed by breakfast, and the 11am 
service of Holy Communion included special music by the David Farrands Brass 
and Timpani Ensemble.

Sausage sizzles raised $578.30 in March and $674.65 in April, for Leprosy Australia 
and the Presbyterian Church’s Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee 
respectively.  The March sausage sizzle was Nina Braisted’s final one prior to returning 
to U.S.A. and the team were pleased to have Wendy Neilson join the team in April.

In Memoriam

Paul Thompson, a regular attender at the 5.00 pm engage service, passed away 
recently.  Our deepest sympathy is extended to his family and friends.

Miss Enid Lund, a much loved member of Scots’, passed away on 8th May, with a 
funeral service on 12th May. Our sincere condolences to her sisters Gwenda and 
Nancy,  and her family and many friends.

Lois Taylor

Nina Braisted (right) with Alison Robertson, on her 
last Sunday with us

Barbara and Peter Bell, with Rev. Douglas Robertson 
(centre), now living in Queensland
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Pot Pourri
Congratulations

Genevieve Katherine McAlley, born on 
25th July 2016, was baptised at the 11.00 
am service on 26th March 2017. Genevieve 
has an older sister Eleanor, and her parents 
Leonie and Vaughan, are both members of 
the Scots’ Church choir.  The music for the 
service included an anthem,  ‘O thou the 
central orb of righteous love’ by Orlando 
Gibbons, edited by Vaughan, who also 
wrote the music for the offering, ‘ Aaronic 
Blessing’, and arranged the music of 
the closing hymn, ‘Love divine, all loves 
excelling’. It was a very special occasion 
for the McAlley family.  

Our best wishes to Sheila and John 
Calladine who celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 18th April.   
Sheila and John, born in Scotland and 
England respectively, met in Melbourne 
and were married at St. Columba’s 
Presbyterian Church, Noble Park. 

Warm congratulations to Arzu Yuvarlak, 
a member of our choir, and Jonathan 
Danaher, who announced their 
engagement on 28th March 2017.  
Arzu came to us from Antioch, Turkey, 
where she grew up in a Christian Orthodox 
family.  The pair plan to marry at Scots’ 
Church on 12th August  
at 4.00 pm.  

The McAlley family, from left, Eleanor, Vaughan and 
Leonie, with Genevieve
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Assistant Minister   Mr Greg Matthews 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk/Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Miss D.R. Anstee AM DSJ 9650 9903
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convenor, Planned Giving/Christian Education Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Sheila and John Calladine, celebrating their diamond 
wedding

Arzu Yuvarlak and Jonathan Danaher, recently 
engaged
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Senior  Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson

Dear Friends,

In the Bible study group that meets at the manse, this 
year we’ve embarked on a series of studies related to 
the Reformation, commemorating 500 years since 
Martin Luther famously nailed his “95 Theses” to the 
door of a church in Wittenberg, Germany. In truth, we’ve 
probably been studying history more than the Bible, as 

such; yet the Bible is at the heart of each of our studies because it was at the heart of 
the Reformation.

I mentioned in my last Leaflet letter the work of John Wycliffe, more than 130 years 
earlier, laying the foundations of what would later become the Reformation by 
publishing the first English language translation of the Bible which until then had 
been available only in Latin – which very few people could read.

Actually, very few people could read at all, let alone in a foreign language, which is 
why education very quickly became the principal tool of the Reformation. If you 
wanted to put the Bible into the hands of ordinary folk, so that they might read it for 
themselves, instead of only hearing the interpretations of corrupt priests, then you 
had to teach them how to read.

The Roman Catholic church had been instrumental in establishing many educational 
facilities across Europe, but they were accessible mostly only to the rich nobility;  
it was the Reformation that began to introduce the idea of universal education for 
all people. This is an idea that is now so fundamental not only to Western culture but 
right across the world, that we can hardly conceive of a time when it wasn’t taken for 
granted.

Education is of course a regular political football, back in the press now as the 
government once again reviews funding models in its budget process, but right across 
the political spectrum not one person questions the necessity of universal education 
for children from 5 years old to 18. While people might argue about the place of 
religion in society and whether the Christian faith still has something of value to 
contribute to our culture, they often forget the roots of some of those philosophies, 
ideas and institutions that are the very heart of our everyday lives.
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The Westminster Confession of Faith, which was a culmination of the Reformation, to 
express the core doctrines that were to shape the new understanding of Christianity, 
says this (amongst other things) about the Bible:

“These original tongues [i.e. Greek and Hebrew] are not known to all the people of 
God who have a right to, and interest in, the Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear 
of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into the language 
of every people unto which they come, that the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, 
they may worship him in an acceptable manner, and, through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures, may have hope.”

This is the reason we must from time to time adopt new translations of the Bible, 
updating the language that is used, so that each new generation can read them as 
easily and clearly as previous generations.

You would be very welcome to join us in our study group as we explore the 
Reformation further throughout the year.

Douglas

The Westminster Confession of Faith was drawn up in 1646 by the Westminster 
Assembly, who had been called upon by the English Parliament in 1643 
to provide advice on a range of matters pertaining to worship, doctrine, 
government and discipline of the Church of England.

The Assertion of Liberty of Conscience by the Independents at the Westminster 
Assembly of Divines’, painting by John Rogers Herbert, R.A.  (circa 1844)
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Melbourne, a twenty-first century Corinth?

This year we’re planning to preach through the Book of 
1 Corinthians at the 5pm Engage Service on Sundays, 
and at the Thursday Lunchtime Series at 1pm. 

What was the ancient city of Corinth like?

The city of Corinth was a most liveable city. In its 
business it was like New York, in its hustle it was like Bangkok, in  its dazzle it was like 
Las Vegas and in  its sport it was  like Melbourne.i The parallels between Corinth and 
Melbourne are stunning.  Corinth was an attractive place to live for many reasons.   
But that did not mean it was an easy city to live out your Christianity.  Its culture was 
quite confrontational to Christianity. 

Paul was writing to the church in Corinth around 55 AD. Corinth’s geographical 
location – was location, location, location. Corinth stood at the crossroads of major 
ancient trade routes – east-west and north-south. It was on a narrow neck of land, 
about 8 miles (13 kilometres) wide, between two port cities – Cencreae to the east 
and Lechaeum in the west. And ships, rather than going the long way around the 
rugged coastline adding six days’ journey, preferred to dock at one of the ports, and 
the cargo, and sometimes even the ship itself, was carried from one port to the other 
port, through Corinth. 

It was deliberately laid out as a thoroughly Roman Colony. ii Corinth dominated Asia-
Italy trade as a prosperous, bustling international city.iii Corinth had a large income 
from tourism, business and manufacturing.  The Isthmian Games, second only to the 
Olympic Games in fame and size in Ancient Greece, brought tourists and athletes  
to Corinth every two years.   

So the result of all this business and entrepreneurial effort was that people came to 
Corinth to build their networks, to seek employment and to employ staff for their 
businesses. Aquila and Priscilla who are mentioned in Acts, had a leather goods  
and tent making business in Corinth.  
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The business culture was one of competition, people sponsoring new businesses 
with the constant emphasis on success. Getting ahead was the order of the day 
in this boom town. Corinth had a culture of self-promotion and self-achievement.  
Corinth was an important and strategic location for Paul to plant a church. iv

Can we imagine what it must have been like for Paul to come ‘preaching the gospel 
of a crucified Christ’ to people who were pursuing success, and who loved winners?v 
Surely such a gospel would have been an affront to these people? Is this why in 1 
Corinthians chapter 2 verse 3 he says ‘And I was with you in weakness and in fear 
and much trembling’ (ESV).  All Paul wanted to speak about was a crucified Saviour. 
In chapter 1 verse 18 he writes: ‘For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing…’.  Hardly a marketable message in an upwardly mobile culture.  

The streetscape of Corinth was dotted with pagan temples and statues dedicated 
to various ‘gods’ and ‘goddesses’.  And not disconnected from the pagan streetscape 
was the rampant sexual immorality for which Corinth was famous. In the ancient 
world the phrase ‘to be a Corinthian’ was equivalent to implying that a person was 
sexually promiscuous. Dominating the city was the ‘Acrocorinth’, a hill over 1,850 feet  
(564 metres), on which stood a large temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love.  

Cities do provide challenging cultural contexts in which to live.  As someone has 
said, ‘as the city goes, so goes the culture.’  And Melbourne like Corinth’s culture is 
mixed.  Melbourne is made up of people from 180 different countries who speak 233  
different languages and who practice 116 different religious faithsvi It’s a melting 
pot. People live in Melbourne for a whole variety of reasons: family, education,  
employment. With our culture of restaurants, music, the arts, sport, and its relative  
safety, Melbourne is a very liveable city.  And yet it is becoming increasingly more 
difficult to express the gospel of Jesus Christ in the public square, without it seen as 
“politically incorrect.” 

I think as we work our way through the book, the answer to the question:  Melbourne, 
a twenty first century Corinth? Yes, very much so.

Richard

i With apologies to Gordon Fee and Kim Riddlebarger.  
ii Bruce Winter, After Paul left Corinth p20. 
iii Thistleton p1.  Practical and Exegetical Commentary. 
iv Riddlebarger pxxviii  Lectio Continua Commentary on 1 Corinthians.
v Thistleton p8
vi Wikipedia on Demographics of Melbourne. Accessed 10 April, 2017. 



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 7

P A G E  5

Assistant  Minister
Mr. Greg Matthews

Jesus is the Light in our Darkness

Matthew 4:13-16 says this about Jesus:

“And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum 
by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 

so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might 
be fulfilled: 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles— 16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” (ESV)

We are the people “dwelling in darkness”. We are the people “dwelling in the region 
and shadow of death”. Even for those that have come to know Christ, and are saved, 
we continue live in a world of darkness, and under its effects. The kingdom of heaven 
has not yet fully arrived. Most people remain in rebellion against God, and so there  
is darkness all around us. Sin and death reign here.

But Jesus is the light that comes to dispel the darkness. Jesus offers to us the kingdom 
of heaven, and commands us to repent.

This is a gospel that draws a dividing line. On one side is the darkness and all those 
that continue to live in darkness. On the other side is light, that is where Christ stands, 
it is the kingdom of heaven. Christ himself is the light, he is the gospel, and he calls  
you over to him. Enter the light. Repent. The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Repentance is recognising that you are standing in the darkness, and desiring to live 
in the light. You can’t live in the darkness, and then remain in the darkness trusting 
that in the end you will be saved. We should be striving each day to rid ourselves 
of sin that entangles and corrupts, of sin that blinds and keeps us in darkness.  
Those who wish to be saved will repent, and seek to live in the light, departing from 
their sinful past. Repentance is turning from darkness to light.

One of the hard things repenting and turning to Christ the first time is feeling like 
you’re wrong about everything. We are taught all kinds of things as we grow up.  
We learn things ourselves and from others. We think we have figured things out.  
The big questions like “who am I?”, “who is God?” and “what do I do with my life?” 
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can get locked in early in life. Our moral compasses get aligned to how we’ve been 
brought up and even if they receive adjustment from time to time, we are normally 
only comparing ourselves to the rest of society.

But the bible says we live in the land of darkness and the shadow of death.  
Without Jesus, it’s dark, there’s no light. We can’t see anything. And when we think 
we’ve grabbed hold of the truth, we haven’t. When we’ve followed everyone else,  
we’ve only been led further into darkness. The bible says, we are in the dark.  
To know what is right, to know who we are, to know who God is, to know what to do 
with your life, we need to look to Jesus Christ.

One of the hard things about repentance for those who are already saved is to admit 
that we are still wrong about many things. We still sin. We still hold views of the  
world which contrast with God’s and we continually need to repent. While we 
live in this world of darkness, it continues to have its effects, and sin remains in us.  
Sinful ideas from the world and from ourselves constantly twist and obscure the truth.

Jesus Christ himself is the light. He is the centre of the gospel. The words he  
speaks are to draw you toward him, and away from the darkness. In Jesus is the truth  
to dispel the lies. In Jesus is life. When you repent, it’s best to surrender what you  
think you know, turn to Christ, trust him, learn from him and follow him.

Jesus is the one who can lead you out of the darkness. To trust in Jesus and to  
follow him is to escape the darkness and the shadow of death.

Greg

Capernaum 
was the centre 
of Jesus’ 
activities in 
Galilee and 
his home 
town during 
that time.  
He taught 
in the local 
synagogue.

Ruins of the ancient Great Synagogue at Capernaum.  Credit: Eddie Gerald, 2009
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

Welcome new members

Surely one of the delights of pastoral ministry is to be 
approached by someone wanting to become an official 
communicant member of the congregation.

St Stephen’s has been triply blessed in recent weeks with 
three women taking this step.  We admitted Matilda Raj 
and her daughter Debbie Raj on 9 April.  A month later, 

on 7 May, we admitted Shanti Latupeirissa.  Shanti is the daughter of communicant 
member Aty Latupeirissa.

Admission to communicant membership at St Stephen’s usually takes the form of a 
public profession of faith during a Sunday morning worship service.  Even those who 
are transferring their membership from another Presbyterian congregation, and are 
technically not required to make a public profession, have been quite willing to do so.  

Admissions to membership through public profession of faith focus the minds of 
the candidates as they prepare themselves to answer the membership questions.   
They also refresh the congregation’s sense of what it is to be a follower of Jesus and 
to consciously be an active part of his visible church on earth.

The admission process is focussed around six questions put to the candidate, and two 
questions put to the congregation.

It’s the first six questions that form the basis of my discussions with anyone 
seeking communicant membership. Once I am satisfied that the candidate rightly  
understands these questions and their implications, I seek the approval of the St 
Stephen’s elders and, when that is granted, the date for admission is scheduled.

So what are these questions?  I have reproduced them below, and I invite you to 
consider each one of them afresh.  Are you able to look into your heart and truly 
respond with “I do”?  



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 7

P A G E  8

Questions addressed to the candidates: 

 1.  Do you believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

 2.  Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord? 

 3.  Do you promise to join regularly with your fellow Christians in worship on the  
  Lord’s day? 

 4.  Do you promise to be faithful in reading the Bible, and in prayer? 

 5.  Do you promise to give a fitting proportion of your time, talents and money  
  for the Church’s work in the world? 

 6.  Do you promise, depending on the grace of God, to profess publicly your  
  loyalty to Jesus Christ, to serve him in your daily work, and to walk in his  
  ways all the days of your life? 

Questions addressed to the congregation: 

 1.  Do you, the members of this congregation, welcome and receive this  
  sister/brother in Christ into your midst? 

 2.  Do you promise to love her/him, surround her/him with your concern,  
  uphold her/him, and support her/him in your prayers? 

Vale Heather and Susy

We have sadly lost two communicant members in recent times.  Both have gone to  
be with their Lord after prolonged illnesses.

Heath Lindsay died on 4 March, at the age of 60.

Susy Alford died on 2 April, at the age of 68.

Heather started attending worship at St Stephen’s a few years ago when her illness 
was already quite advanced.  She loved the warm fellowship of the congregation, and 
the congregation loved her.

Susy’s membership of St Stephen’s goes back to the 1980’s.  While her husband Bruce 
served for many years as our Board of Management’s Secretary, Susy was a great 
contributor to our monthly congregational lunches.  She was a generous soul who 
liked to make others feel welcome.
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We will miss them, but we thank God for the times of fellowship he gave us with them.

In thinking about our three new members and our two departed members, I am 
reminded of the words of Job:

 Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return.  The LORD gave,  
 and the LORD has taken away; blessed by the name of the  LORD.  (Job 1:21, ESV)

Philip

With the elders looking on, Rev Philip Court asks Debbie and Matilda Raj their membership questions

Service and sermon recordings
If you wish to listen to some of the sermons preached at Scots’ Church 
throughout the week, they are available for download on the church 
website at: http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series

Alternatively, the 11.00am traditional worship service is recorded each 
Sunday and is available on CD for a small charge. Contact Wendy Gregory 
in the church office on 9650 9903 for further information.

online
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With her membership admission completed, Shanti Latupeirissa is flanked by her mother Aty and Rev Philip Court,  
as she prepares to be greeted by the congregation
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Know your Church

A Wreath for ANZAC Day

At the commencement of the ANZAC Service 
on Sunday 23rd April, Mr. Barry Kilmartin laid 
an ANZAC wreath in the apse at the front of 
the church. This was followed by one minute’s 
silence, and the reading of The Ode, by Barry:

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
we will remember them. 

LEST WE FORGET.

This solemn ceremony has its origins at least from the time of Ancient Greece, when 
wreaths were used to symbolize the circle of eternal life. Evergreen wreaths were 
laid at the burial places of early Christian martyrs in Europe, representing the victory 
of the eternal spirit over death.

By Victorian times the symbolism of flowers and wreaths had grown into an 
elaborate language. Flowers represented life and resurrection, with specific flowers 
indicating particular sentiments. Symbolizing remembrance, rosemary is often used 
on ANZAC Day. Laurel was used by Ancient Romans to crown victors and to honour 
the brave. In recent times the Flanders poppy, associated with Remembrance Day 
on 11th November, has also been used in wreaths on ANZAC Day, 25th April.

Wreaths are commonly laid at memorial cenotaphs and tombs of soldiers, as well as 
at ANZAC and Remembrance Day services and ceremonies. It is a tribute to those 
who have served or are lost in conflict that is understood in every culture.

References: Arlington Cemetery: Wreath Layings. http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Visit/Events-and-Ceremonies/
Ceremonies-and-Traditions/Wrreath-Layings
Australian War Memorial: Laying of Wreaths. https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/customs/wreaths
Wikipedia. Wreath. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wreath

Mr. Barry Kilmartin lays the wreath 
at the ANZAC Service
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Licensing Service for Mr. Greg Matthews

Mr. Greg Matthews, who recently completed his studies for the ministry at 
the Presbyterian Theological College, Box Hill, has taken up his appointment 
as Assistant Minister at Scots’ Church. A service of licensing of Greg to be a 
preacher of the Gospel at the hands of the Presbytery of Melbourne East was 
held at St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, Surrey Hills on 17th March 2017, 
where Greg and Haesook had been members for some years prior to Greg 
entering the ministry. 

The licensing service was conducted by the Moderator, the Rev. Philip Mercer, assisted 
by the Clerk of the Presbytery of Melbourne East, Mr. Kevin Childs. The Rev. Douglas 
Robertson preached an inspirational sermon on ‘New Clothes’.

Following the service, refreshments provided by the congregation of Surrey Hills 
presented an opportunity for fellowship.

Our warm congratulations to Greg on this significant achievement.

From left, Rev. Philip Mercer, Mr. Greg Matthews and  
Mr. Kevin Childs, during the Licensing Service

An important moment during the service
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Repair of The Fleche on The Scots’ Church

The fleche on the northern side of the Church roof has been extensively 
restored and repaired. What is the fleche, I hear you ask? The fleche is the small 
white coloured steeple on the northern side of the Church roof. It is decorative 
and does not house any equipment, such as a clock or bell, that can usually 
be found in a church steeple. It is a very attractive small steeple and the name 
is derived from French for an arrow. In a search for the meaning of the word, 
Wikipedia states the following; 

“A flèche (from the French 
for arrow) is used in French 
architecture to refer to a spire 
and in English to refer to a lead-
covered timber spire, or spirelet. 
These are placed on the ridges of 
church or cathedral roofs and are 
usually relatively small. However, 
larger versions can be found 
on cathedrals such as Amiens 
Cathedral, Notre Dame de Paris 
and Coventry Cathedral. The 
highest flèche in the world was 
built at the end of the 19th century 
for Rouen Cathedral. Its height is 
157 metres (515 ft).”

This definition very accurately 
describes our fleche; it is a 
small lead-covered timber spire. 
Our fleche was in rather poor 
condition, with the timber quite 
badly rotted where the paint had 
peeled away and the elements 
had taken their toll on the wood.  
No-one had been able to inspect 
the external façade of the fleche 
since 2014, when Rev Douglas The fleche enclosed in scaffolding, ready for repairs
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Robertson had been able to view it from close quarters in a bucket swinging from 
a crane that was being used to construct the Westpac building. Douglas was able to 
take some excellent photos of exterior, and these pictures demonstrated how badly 
the timber had been rotted by the elements. Due to its location on the peak of the 
Church’s roof, the repair was not going to be an easy task.  To reach the structure,  
there had to be a significant scaffold structure erected for the workmen to be able 
to reach it and remove the damaged pieces, then carry out the necessary repairs.  
An initial quote of $125,000 was obtained for this work. This quote was very much  
in excess of our budget estimate of $90,000!

We approached our consulting building engineers, the O’Neill Group, to review  
the quote and they decided to approach another contractor who had done a 
significant amount of building work for the Church in the past. This contractor, 
Ivy Constructions, was able to provide a very competitive quote of $66,000 for the 
restoration and repair work.

After a significant amount of planning and discussion, particularly about the 
location and erection of the scaffolding, the final project plan was agreed with the  
work commencing on Monday 27th February 2017 and scheduled for completion 
on Friday 7th April 2017. As we share the site with GPT, the owners of the Westpac  
building, and their major tenant, Westpac Bank, we liaise very closely with them on  
any matters that may affect their operations. We were advised that Westpac  
was celebrating the anniversary of its 200th year of operations in Australia on the  
7th April and they requested that all building work and removal of equipment  
should have occurred by that date, since their foyer faces the northern side of the 
Church where the scaffold structure was to be erected. It was therefore essential  
that we met this request and  that the project ran exactly to time, if not a little 
quicker! Work commenced on erecting the scaffolding on Monday 27th February,  
as scheduled. Once the scaffold was up and surrounded the fleche structure, 
the condition could be accurately assessed and the necessary repairs 
commenced. Regular project meetings were held with the contractors, 
with the Church’s interests being managed by Dennis Conradi (the 
Property Committee’s convener), Sebert Ruddock and Jonathan North.  
Tino Petrucci was the engineer appointed by the O’Neill Group to oversee the project 
and he chaired the meetings.

The good news is that the project was completed on time and on budget.  
All scaffolding was removed by Thursday 6th April and the site completely cleared 
and cleaned. Westpac Bank was able to hold its 200 year anniversary celebrations 
as scheduled on the 7th April, with a lovely view of the Church as the backdrop to  
their foyer.
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The fleche looks 
magnificent in its restored 
condition! It is a very 
attractive architectural 
feature of our Church. 
Next time you’re in the 
Robert White Hall have 
a look at it. I’m sure that 
you’ll agree that it stands 
very proud!

Sebert Ruddock

Reference: Wikipedia. Fleche.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleche

At work on repair of the fleche
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For kids quiz solution Mark Chapter 8

12
FT

 3     
OELIJAH

  4
URP

 5  
RBEE

  6 7   
TELOSEIT

 8    
HDTEIE

      
OIHAGR

  9    
USSEVEN

    
SCAE

    10
AIINS

    
NPDA

11          
DALMANUTHAT
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RESURRECTION

Across

3. Some people thought Jesus was
____________

6. Jesus said that whoever would save his
life will _________ (2 words)

9. How many loaves were available to feed
the crowd?

11. To what district did Jesus go after
feeding the crowd?

12. Jesus began to foretell his death and
__________________

Down

1. How many people were fed? (2 words)
2. The crowd following Jesus had not eaten

for how many days?
4. Who confessed Jesus as the Christ?
5. Where did Jesus heal a blind man?
6. Jesus warned his disciples of the

_________ of the Pharisees.
7. What did the Pharisees demand of

Jesus?
8. With whom did Jesus go to Caesarea

Philippi?
10. Jesus rebuked Peter, saying 'Get behind

me __________'

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Biblical Crossword Solution

Hidden  message: SON OF MAN
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Diamond Wedding Congratulations –  
Nancy and Stewart Banks

Nancy and Stewart Banks feel fortunate and very happy to have achieved 
the blessing of 60 years of marriage on Monday 3rd April 2017. They were 
married in their local Presbyterian Church, St. Peter’s, Victoria Street, Church 
of Scotland, Stromness, their native Orkney Islands, Scotland, on 3rd April 
1957, by the Rev. James Hume.

Through the Church of Scotland and the West Hawthorn Presbyterian Church they 
migrated to Australia in December 1969 with their two children Norman and Grace, 
then aged 11 and 7 years old respectively.

After moving to Glen Waverley they 
searched for a Presbyterian Church 
with no local success. They came 
in to The Scots’ Church to hear the 
Rev. Dr. Leonard Small in 1988 and 
immediately felt at home. They joined 
membership of Scots’ at that time. 
Stewart was already an ordained elder 
in Scotland and West Hawthorn, and 
was inducted into the eldership of The 
Scots’ Church in 1993. Both Stewart 
and Nancy have played an active role 
in the Pastoral Care and Outreach 
Committees as well as serving on the 
welcome desk over the years.

Now living in the Point Cook 
Retirement Village, they are closer 
to their surviving child Grace. They 
had a very quiet ‘Diamond Wedding’ 
celebration.  A huge surprise to them 
came in the way of a congratulatory 
card from Her Majesty, Queen Nancy and Stewart on their wedding day, 3rd.  

April 1957
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Elizabeth II, also from 
His Excellency General 
the Honourable Sir Peter 
Cosgrove, Governor-
General, and the Prime 
Minister, the Honourable 
Mr. Malcolm Turnbull.

Nancy and Stewart say 
thank you to all their 
friends within Scots’ for 
the congratulations and 
good wishes received, 
and look forward to 
many more happy years 
together.

Nancy and Stewart Banks

Nancy and Stewart

Congratulations from Queen Elizabeth II
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Interview

Haesook Matthews
Haesook Matthews was born and grew up in Seoul, the capital city of South 
Korea. Many years ago Haesook’s maternal great-grandmother was converted 
to Christianity by Western missionaries who came into northern Korea from 
China. Her grandmother and mother continued in the Christian tradition.

Haesook Matthews
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When Haesook’s mother was just two years old the family had to flee to the south of 
the country due to political unrest. This was a dangerous journey to undertake but 
they travelled safely, settling in Seoul. Haesook’s father embraced the Christian faith 
after he married, and was devoted. Sadly he died when Haesook was 12 years old.   
She has one brother and one half-sister.

Haesook’s secondary education was undertaken at a Seoul high school that had 
been built by Christian missionaries. At the time she completed her secondary 
studies Australia was just beginning to open its doors to international students.  
With a desire to travel, Haesook and her brother decided to come to Sydney to 
undertake an International Language Course. When they arrived at Sydney airport 
the person arranged to meet them did not appear, and a Baptist deacon from 
Dulwich Hill, who had been at the airport, kindly took them to his home and arranged 
accommodation for them at a Baptist hostel. Haesook shared a room with Greg’s 
sister, who later became her sister-in-law. When Greg subsequently moved to Sydney 
to study, he also stayed at the Baptist hostel, where he shared a room with Haesook’s 
brother! Greg and Haesook soon became friends, and both attended the Dulwich Hill 
Baptist Church.

After finishing the International Language Course, Haesook continued on to 
successfully complete business studies. She and her brother went on to open a 
restaurant, however this did not work out in the longer term.  As Haesook did not 
have a permanent visa she returned to Korea for a year, this giving her the opportunity 
to spend time with her mother. She then returned to Australia, and she and Greg  
were married at Hurlstone Park Baptist Church in 1994. 

Following their marriage Haesook and Greg settled in Sydney and began to attend 
Ashfield Presbyterian Church where the Rev. Peter Hastie (now Principal of the 
Theological Training College) was minister at the time. Haesook worked at a duty 
free store, and later a travel agency, until the children were born. Ben and Amy, who 
are now young adults, were baptised at Ashfield. In 2000 Greg’s work necessitated a 
move to Melbourne, when the family attended Reservoir Presbyterian Church until 
a work appointment for Greg in Scotland meant another move. During the year they 
were there, the family worshipped at St. George’s Tron, Glasgow. On their return to 
Melbourne they settled in Box Hill and attended Surrey Hills Presbyterian Church.

While Greg studied for the ministry, Haesook worked at Costco. They began to 
attend Scots’ Church regularly when Greg was appointed to us as a student minister.  
We are delighted that Greg has now been appointed Assistant Minister, with Haesook 
as part of our congregation. We look forward to getting to know Greg and Haesook 
better over the coming months.
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Victorian Presbyterian  
Churches past and  
present

Rokewood
The Rokewood Presbyterian Church was 
first established in 1847, when the Rev. 
John Gow was inducted into the pastoral 
charge of Colac and Woady Yalloak (later to 
become Rokewood). A number of wealthy 
benefactors from pastoral properties in 
the district, including the Russell and Elder 
families, were supporters of the Rokewood 
Presbyterian Church from its early days. The 
township was also growing rapidly due to the 
gold boom in the area through the 1850s and 
1860s.

The rural township of Rokewood is situated approximately 40 kilometres south of 
Ballarat and 70 kilometres north-west of Geelong on the Geelong to Skipton Road. 
Developing as a civic and commercial centre during the gold rush years, it served 
mining communities as well as pastoral properties. A second gold discovery, with 
a further increase in population, occurred in the late 1880s. The World War II Soldier 
Settlement Scheme resulted in another expansion of the population and a boost to 
the town in many ways during the 1950s and 1960s. The census of 2011 showed a 
population of 433, and it remains a viable and active community.

Early services at Rokewood were conducted in private homes, then in McLarty’s 
Hotel and later in a school built in 1851, sponsored by Mr. Elder Senior and supported 
by other local Presbyterians.  The Rev. John Cooper, who came from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to take up his position as minister in 1859, remained at Rokewood until 
1866. The manse was constructed in 1860 as the first priority, and a fund to build 
the church launched in 1864. Cooper persuaded his nephew, architect Alexander 
Davidson, to emigrate from Scotland to Rokewood in 1864. Davidson immediately 
set to work to design the Rokewood Presbyterian Church as his first major 

Rokewood Presbyterian Church in 
1976, with the main entrance under 
the tower and spire.  
Credit: Photo, John Collins 1976, J.T. 
Collins Collection, La Trobe Picture 
Collection, State Library of Victoria
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commission. For some time afterwards he continued his successful and prolific 
practice in Rokewood, later designing the church vestry and the tower and spire.

A site at 60 Ferrars Street on which to build the Rokewood Church was purchased on 
11th March 1865. Subsequently tenders were placed for the quarrying of bluestone, 
for roofing slate and for the construction of church furniture. The opening ceremony 
took place on 23rd August 1866, two years after the project had been initiated.

The church is built in Victorian Decorated Gothic 
style, unusual for a Presbyterian church in a rural 
setting. Constructed in bluestone and cruciform 
in plan, it has a steeply gabled roof clad in slate. 
There is an early caste iron finial on the front gable. 
The decorative tracery windows and freestone 
dressings are characteristic of Davidson’s design. 
The interior of the church includes a timber 
lined ceiling, and elegant collar tie roof trusses 
(horizontal roof rafter connectors) with curved 
ribs supported by plaster consoles (brackets). 
Still in use today, the original timber pews 
and liturgical furniture were also designed by 
Davidson. Four memorial plaques on the walls 
honour the memory of members of the Russell 
and Elder families, who made a significant 
contribution to the establishment of the church.

A gabled vestry was added in 1874 with proceeds 
from the sale of the school, which closed in 1871, 
used to fund the project. A corner tower and 
spire, built in 1905, completed the building. The 
square tower base has projecting buttresses at 
the corners, with stylized lancets over three levels. Although built so many years 
later, it is of similar style and construction to the main building. Above the tower is 
the broach spire (an octagonal spire rising from a square tower), with an unusual 
recessive octagonal base and an elongated spire.

The Alan Bell Hall, set at the rear of the church, was relocated to the site in 1951. 
Originally built about 1862 as the Anglican Church at Smythesdale, it is in Carpenter 

Rokewood Presbyterian Church, 
showing the vestry (left) added in 
1905. Credit: Photo, John Collins 1976, 
J.T. Collins Collection, La Trobe Picture 
Collection, State Library of Victoria
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Gothic style. A wealthy benefactor of 
the church, Miss Gladys Bell, funded the 
purchase and transfer of the hall to its 
present site, naming it after her brother 
Alan. A skillion kitchen was added in 1951, 
constructed in similar materials to the hall, 
with a brick chimney. It housed the Sunday 
school which had met in the vestry for many 
years after the closure of the school in 1871. 
Overcrowding had resulted in a move to 
the nearby Mechanics Institute Hall in 1945. 
When the hall was opened in 1952 there 
were 19 attendees at Sunday school, this 
increasing to 70 by 1966.

Through the early years of the 20th century 
the Corindhap Church of England was 
also located in the Rokewood Church. The 
Anglicans offered to purchase a half-share in 

the building, this proposal being refused by Presbyterian officials. In 1934 the bell-
tower, which housed the bell presented to the church in 1868 by local sheep farmer 
James Grant, was weather proofed. This was followed by repairs to the spire. In 1944 
disaster struck the Rokewood community when a grass fire swept through the area, 
burning down several churches, public halls and homes, including the Presbyterian 
manse built in 1860. Electricity was installed in the church and hall in 1962. 

The congregation at Rokewood opted for ‘Church Union’ in 1977, and the 
Rokewood Uniting Church continues to hold services on the first and third Sundays 
each month. The church remains the most dominant and striking building in the 
township of Rokewood. It has a heritage overlay (HO101) applied to both internal 
and external aspects. The township and church are well worth a visit.

References: Golden Plains Shire Heritage Assessments for Amendment C53. Rokewood Presbyterian Church Complex, 
Rokewood. Dr. David Rowe, Golden Plains Shire Heritage Advisor.
Victorian Heritage Database. Rokewood Precinct. http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/places/result_retail/43390?print=true
Victorian Heritage Database Report.  Rokewood Presbyterian Church Complex.
Victorian Places. Rokewood.  http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/rokewood
Uniting Church, Rokewood, Victoria.

Rokewood Uniting Church in 2008. 
Credit: ‘Melburnian’, October 2008
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Johann Sebastian Bach

The beautiful Cantata BWV4, ‘Christ lag in 
Todesbanden’ (‘Christ lay in death’s bonds’, 
by Johann Sebastian Bach, was sung at the 
morning worship service on Sunday 23rd 
April. The Scots’ Church choir was joined 
by members of the Melbourne Baroque 
Orchestra. This Easter cantata is Bach’s 
earliest surviving choral cantata and its 
composition was related to his application for 
a post at a Lutheran church in Muhlhausen, 
Germany. It was repeatedly performed at St. 
Thomas’ Church, Leipzig, from his first Easter 
there in 1724.

Who was Johann Sebastian Bach?

Bach was born on 21st March 1685 in Eisenach, 
Germany, the youngest child of Johann Ambrosius 
Bach and Elizabeth Lammerhirt Bach. The family 

were devout Lutherans. In 1694 both his mother and father died within two months 
of each other, and Bach moved to Ohrdruf to live with his older brother Johann 
Christoph, who was an organist, and who taught Bach to play the organ. Bach was 
awarded a scholarship for his fine voice to St. Michael’s School, Lüneberg in 1700, 
graduating two years later.

Bach’s first permanent position was as organist at the New Church in Arnstadt, from 
1703 to 1707. His next appointment was as organist at the Church of St. Blasius, 
Muhlhausen, a larger city than Arnstadt, in 1707. Later that year he married his cousin, 
Maria Barbara Bach. Conflict between Bach’s musical ideas and those of his pastor 
soon led Bach to apply for another position. From 1708 to 1717 he was employed by 
Duke Wilhelm Ernst, first as court organist and later as concertmaster. His reputation 
grew as an organist, and he also wrote a large volume of music for the organ during 
this time. 

As Music Director for Prince Leopold of Cothen, from 1717 to 1723, Bach’s 
responsibilities involved different activities as the court chapel was Calvinist and 
organ music did not have a place in worship services. The works he produced at this 

A portrait of J.S. Bach, aged 61 years, by E.G. 
Haussmann, 1748
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time were primarily instrumental, to be used for court entertainment or instruction. 
The well-known and much loved Brandenburg Concertos and the French and English 
Suites were composed during this period.. In 1720 Bach’s wife died, leaving him a 
widower with seven children. In 1721 he married Anna Magdalena Wulken, who took 
over the role as mother to his children. In the next 20 years they had another 13 
children, a number of whom did not survive beyond childhood. 

In 1723 Bach was 
appointed cantor 
(choirmaster) at 
St. Thomas’ Church 
and School, and 
Director of Music for 
Leipzig. He retained 
these positions for 
the rest of his career. 
His duties were 
primarily to provide 
choral music for the 
two large churches 
of St. Thomas and 
St. Nicholas, with 
special music 
required for certain 
days in the church 
year, and for other 
occasions such 
as funerals. He 
also had teaching 

responsibilities at St. Thomas’ School. It was during this period that most of his choral 
music was composed, including the St. John and St. Matthew Passions. Although he 
had no official post as organist in Leipzig, he gave organ recitals there and on various 
tours. Through the 1730s Bach revived his interest in keyboard compositions.

During Bach’s final years his eyesight failed and he was totally blind for the last year 
of his life. However he continued to complete or revise projects he had begun earlier, 
and produced some new works. He also made several journeys during the 1740s, 
including a visit to the court of Frederick the Great in 1747. Following a stroke, Bach 
died at Leipzig on 28th July 1750. Four sons carried on the musical tradition of the 
family. 

St. Thomas’ Church, Leipzig, where Bach was choirmaster for many years
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For Bach, writing music was an 
expression of faith, including his secular 
as well as his sacred compositions. 
His secular music reflected his deep 
commitment to his faith, and he often 
wrote the initials ‘I.N.J’ , an abbreviation 
of the Latin ‘In Nomine Jesu’, translated  
‘In the name of Jesus’ , or ‘S.D.G’,  for 
the Latin ‘Soli Deo Gloria’, ‘To the glory 
of God alone’ on his sheet music. Bach 
is considered the most outstanding 
composer of the Baroque era and one 
of the most important figures in classical 
music.

References: Biography.com. Johann Sebastian Bach.  http://www.biography.com/people/johann-sebastian-bach-9194289
Brief Biography. A Johann Sebastian Bach Midi Page. http://www.bachcentral.com/bio.html
Scots’ Church Melbourne. Order of Service, Sunday 23 April 2017, 1.00 am. ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’, BWV, Notes, page 6.
World Biography. Johann Sebastian Bach Biography. http://www.notablebiographies.com/Ba-Be/Bach-Johann-Sebastian.html

An interior view of St. Thomas’ Church; Bach’s grave is in 
the apse, in front of the altar

Bach was also choirmaster at St. Nicholas’ Church, Leipzig



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 7

P A G E  2 6

Plants of the Bible

Calamus (Acorus calamus)

Calamus (Acorus calamus) is a tall perennial wetland plant of the Acoraceae 
family. It is known by many common names including sweet flag, sweet cane, 
aromatic cane and sweet myrtle. Calamus is a widespread plant of wetlands 
in the Northern Hemisphere.

In habit, the plant resembles 
the iris. It has tufts of basal 
leaves that rise from a rhizome 
(specialized root). The leaves 
are sword-shaped, flat and 
narrow; they taper to a point 
and have parallel veins. The 
smooth edges of the leaves 
may be wavy or crimped and, 
when crushed, emit a fragrant 
odour.

The stem, or spadix, on which 
the flowers are found, is solid, 
cylindrical, and five to ten 
centimetres in length. The 
tiny fragrant greenish-yellow 
flowers are densely crowded, 
and arranged in a diamond-
shaped pattern. Only plants 
that grow in water bear flowers 
and, subsequently, fruit in 
the form of berries. The plant 
spreads mainly by its rhizomes.

Five references to calamus are found in the bible. There are various translations 
for the Hebrew name for calamus, qaneh, meaning a fragrant plant with upright 
aspect. In Exodus 30:23 there is a reference to ‘aromatic cane’ as one ingredient in  

Calamus in flower



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 7

P A G E  2 7

anointing oil used for priests and objects in the tabernacle. In Isaiah 43:24 and 
Jeremiah 6:20 the plant is referred to as ‘sweet cane’, and as ‘calamus’ in Song of 
Solomon 4:14 and Ezekiel 27:19.

An item of trade in many 
cultures for thousands of 
years, calamus has been 
used medicinally for a 
range of ailments and as 
an essential oil valued 
in the perfume industry. 
It may be eaten in 
crystallized form, known 
as ‘German ginger’, and is 
an ingredient in bitters.

Modern research indicates 
that both the roots and 
leaves of calamus have 
antioxidant properties 
as well as other possible 
uses in the treatment 
of medical conditions 
including neuroprotective 
effects and a control 
measure against cattle 
tick.

Calamus is sometimes 
used as a pond plant in 
gardens, and includes an 
ornamental variegated 
strain.

References: Old Dominion University 
Plant Site. Calamus. http://ww2odu.
edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/calamus.php
Wikipedia. Acorus calamus. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acorus_calamus

An illustration of Acorus calamus from an 1885 flora, showing all 
components of the plant
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Cities of the Bible

Antioch
There are two cities 
named Antioch 
associated with the 
Christian community 
of the first century. 
Antioch of Pisidia, 
one of the main 
stops on Paul’s 
missionary journeys, 
is mentioned only in 
passing in the New 
Testament. Antioch 

on the Orontes, also known as Syrian Antioch, located near the city of Antakya 
in modern Turkey, was an ancient Greco-Roman city built on the eastern side 
of the Orontes River. It has been called ‘the cradle of Christianity’ because of 
the pivotal role it played in the emergence of both Hellenic Judaism and early 
Christianity. According to Acts 11: 19-26 the Christian community at Antioch 
began when Christians who fled from Jerusalem due to persecution settled 
there. They were joined by Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene who migrated 
there. It was at Antioch that the followers of Jesus were first called Christians. 

Antioch on the Orontes was founded in the late fourth 
century BC by Seleucus, one of the generals of Alexander 
the Great. The geographical, military and economic 
location of Antioch were all important in making it a great 
city. It was located about 500 kilometres north of Jerusalem, 
close to the Mediterranean Sea, making it an important 
city for traders and merchants. Antioch was also close to 
a major road linking the Roman Empire with India and 
Persia. The original city, called Seleucus, was laid out to 
imitate the plan of Alexandria, in Egypt. Antiochus III and 
Antiochus IV completed the building of the city, changing 
its name to Antioch.

Modern Antakya, Turkey, is located on the site of ancient Antioch.   
Credit: Mehmetalirende, 2011

The ramparts of Antioch  
at Mount Silpius in the  
12th century.     
(Wikimedia Commons)
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Favoured by Roman emperors as a more suitable capital for the Eastern Empire than 
Alexandria, they tried to make it an eastern Rome. There were many additions to 
Antioch during the Roman period, including a vast temple to Jupiter, a Roman forum, 
new aqueducts to supply water, and many other buildings. A Roman hippodrome, 
the Circus of Antioch, was used for chariot racing. Major earthquakes rocked the city 
from time to time, including  
37 AD and 115 AD, necessitating 
rebuilding of parts of the city. 
Antioch became the chief 
centre of Christianity in Roman 
times, Between 252 and 300 AD 
ten assemblies of the church 
took place at Antioch and it 
became the seat of one of 
the five original patriarchates, 
together with Jerusalem, 
Constantinople, Rome and 
Alexandria.

Antioch was severely damaged 
by an earthquake in 562 AD. 
Although many buildings 
were restored by Emperor 
Justinian I, who renamed the 
city Theopolis (City of God),  
an invasion by a Persian king  
12 years later halted its recovery.

In 637 AD Antioch was  
conquered by the Rashidun 
Caliphate and went into a 
decline. In 969 AD it was again 
revived by the Byzantine Empire, but lost to an Armenian rebel over 100 years later, 
then captured by Seljut Turks soon afterwards. The crusaders conquered the city 
in 1098 AD. Through the period of the crusades the fortunes of Antioch waxed and 
waned due to conflicts and struggles for power in the region from the first to the fifth  
crusades and beyond. By the early 15th century Antioch had few inhabitants due  
to continuous invasions and killing or enslaving of the population.

A mosaic from Roman Antioch, dated 2nd century AD.   
Credit: Jorge Elias, 2009
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There are few traces today of the great city that existed in Roman times apart from 
massive fortification walls in the mountains to the east of the city, some aqueducts, 
and the Church of St. Peter (also known as St. Peter’s Cave Church), reputed to be 
a meeting place of the early Christian community. Archaeological excavations of 
Antioch during the 1930s failed to uncover major buildings. However they did  
discover Roman mosaics of high quality from villas and baths. Today the city of 
Antakya is built where the city of Antioch once stood.

Antioch played a major role in the establishment of Christianity, and is remembered 
for this.

References: Bible Odysssey. Antioch. https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/places/main-articles/Antioch
Sacred Destinations. Antioch, Turkey.  http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/antioch
ThoughtCo. Exploring the New Testament City of Antioch, https://www.thoughtco.com/exploring-the-new-testament-city-of-
antioch-363347
Wikipedia. Antioch. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antioch
Wikipedia. Church of Antioch. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Antioch

The Cave Church of St. Peter, Antioch, with the oldest parts dating back to the 4th century.   
(Wikimedia Commons)
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A Victorian Temperance Movement Celebrates 175 years

On 22nd February 2017 the temperance movement in Victoria celebrated 
its 175th anniversary. The Melbourne Total Abstinence Society (MTAS) was 
established on 22nd February 1842. Our Senior Minister, the Rev. Douglas 
Robertson, was invited to join members of the Society for a celebratory lunch 
on that day, acknowledging its early links with Scots’ Church.

Early interest in the 
temperance issue in 
Victoria can be traced 
back to the arrival 
of George Lilly in 
Melbourne in 1837. 
Lilly, who assisted with 
the foundation of the 
Methodist Church 
here, was an advocate 
of total abstinence 
from alcohol.  
Thomas Watson, 
whom Lilly met here, 
was likeminded. He 
carted clean water to 
Melbourne from the 
Yarra River upstream, as there was a link between increased beer consumption 
and lack of clean drinking water. Lilly and Watson, together with others of 
similar conviction, organised a meeting to form a society for total abstinence.  
This was held in the Scots’ Church school-house, Collins Street, on 22nd 
February 1842. The minister of Scots’ Church, the Rev. James Forbes, 
was supportive of the movement. He subsequently became an early 
president of the Society. There was heated debate at the meeting, as many  
societies already established in the United States of America and the United Kingdom 
favoured abstinence from distilled spirits only rather than including wine and beer.  
However total abstinence won the day and 15 people immediately enrolled as 
members. One year later the membership had expanded to 226. Although the Scots’ 
school-house continued to be the venue for meetings funds were already being 
collected for the building of a temperance hall.

Architectural drawing of the Scots’ Church school house, where the first 
meetings of the MTAS were held.   
Credit: Joseph Burns, architect, June 1839. Architectural drawings collection, 
State Library of Victoria



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 7

P A G E  3 2

Mrs Isabella Dalgarno, wife of Captain Dalgarno of the 
ship ‘Arab’, made regular visits to Melbourne with her 
husband. Isabella was an enthusiastic supporter of total 
abstinence, and spoke publicly about the issues around 
alcohol consumption. She inflamed publicans and 
drinkers, and stirred up a number of fights. However 
her prominence attracted support of the MTAS, with 
its membership reaching 2000 by 1847, The Dalgarnos 
later settled in Williamstown, and Isabella continued to 
address meetings for the next 30 years.

Fund raising for building was successful, with the 
foundation stone for a temperance hall in Russell Street 
being laid on 28th December 1846. The Rev. James 
Forbes, president at the time, spoke of the objects of the 
Society and thanked those who had assisted them in 
the work they had undertaken. The original building 
was replaced some 25 years later by a more substantial 
building. The site provided a home for the MTAS for 
over a century. 

The temperance movement saw periods of prosperity and hardship through the 
19th century, with apathy at times, and lack of political support for the temperance 
cause. The movement continued to be supported by church members, especially 
Methodists and Presbyterians, and later the Churches of Christ and Baptists. Over time 
other temperance organisations emerged with similar goals to MTAS. The Salvation 
Army joined the cause for total abstinence in 1880, when it became established here. 
By 1885 Victoria was regarded as the leading colony for alcohol reform. Mr Alfred 
Deakin M.L.A., later to become prime minister, was most supportive of the movement.

In addition to many temperance halls established across Victoria, coffee palaces 
or temperance hotels were built, providing the highest quality accommodation in 
the State. They included the Victoria Hotel, Little Collins Street, built in 1880, and the 
Grand Coffee Palace (previously the Grand Hotel), Spring Street, from 1886, now the 
Windsor Hotel. By 1880 there were more than 50 coffee palaces in the city alone.  
The movement also erected drinking fountains, some of which still remain, including 
one at the southern end of University Square, Carlton.

From the 1880s to the outbreak of World War 1 control or abolition of the liquor trade 
was a major political issue. Ultimately more active controls on alcohol use were 
introduced, including six o’clock closing in Victoria in 1916; this remained in place 

The Temperance Hall, 174 Russell 
Street, Melbourne, in 1933.  
Credit: John Kinmont Moir, 1933, 
State Library of Victoria
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until 1956. During the 1920s 
the temperance movement 
was beginning to move away 
from total prohibition to 
more achievable results. As 
the century progressed the 
use of temperance halls by 
temperance groups gradually 
declined.

The Methodist Church had 
been a major supporter of 
total abstinence from the 
movement’s beginnings. 
When the Uniting Church was 
being formed, combining the 
Methodist, Presbyterian and 
Congregational denominations, 
the Methodists stepped back 
from their firm stance and 
took a more relaxed position 
as they recognised the social 
changes that had occurred 
over time.

The MTAS had few 
surviving members when its 
temperance hall was sold 
in 1964. The legal structure 
of the MTAS continued as a 
friendly society. Subsequently 

the MTAS became an incorporated association under the name ‘MTAS Friendly 
Society Limited’. In 2000 the word ‘Friendly’ was dropped. There are now few survivors  
of the great temperance movement of the past. Today MTAS Ltd provides financial 
support to the remnants of the movement. In 2016 the assets of MTAS Ltd exceeded 
three million dollars.

The 175th anniversary celebrations have provided an opportunity for a time of 
reflection on the history of the MTAS, and on the role it may play in the future, in a 
vastly changed world.

Alfred Deakin M.L.A., a staunch supporter of the temperance 
movement.  Credit: Richards and Co.,, 1895 – 1900. J.K. Moir Collection, 
State Library of Victoria
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The Grand Coffee Palace, Spring Street (now the Windsor Hotel) in 1888.  Credit: A.C. Cooke, wood engraving,1888, 
Illustrated Australian News. State Library of Victoria

References: Williams, Ian. Melbourne Total Abstinence Society: Established 22nd February 1842, 175th Anniversary 22nd February 
2017. Published by Melbourne Total Abstinence Society Ltd., 2017.
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Word search
Mark Chapter 8
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 15.) 

The words to find . . .
Blessed
Christ

Compassion 
Deny

Disciples
Healed
Leaven

Pharisees
Rebuke

Restored
Resurrection

Satisfied
Suffer

Understand

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Help these men find the way to Jesus feeding the crowd of people.
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Duncan Robertson – Drum Major

At the ANZAC Day March on 25th April this year Duncan Robertson, as Drum 
Major, led the Scotch College Military Band along St. Kilda Road to the Shrine of 
Remembrance. Duncan has played the flute in the band since 2011, and is now 
in Year 12. On this special occasion Duncan proudly wore the Distinguished 
Flying Cross (DFC) awarded to his great grandfather Duncan McCuaig.

On 28th September 1944 Duncan, a reconnaissance pilot, left from RAF Benson in 
Oxfordshire to take photographs of the Focke-Wolfe factory in Bremen. When he did 
not return home his wife Olwen and small daughter Karen were told the devastating 
news that he was “missing, presumed dead”. 

Almost 50 years later Duncan’s family found out what had happened. For some time a 
German amateur war historian, Werner Oeltjebruns had been researching a German 
ace pilot, Robert Weiss. Weiss’ log had an entry on 28th September 1944, but there was 
some confusion as to who he shot down that day. Werner went to the location and 
was able to excavate a part of the plane, confirming it was a spitfire and, along with a 

Drum Major Duncan Robertson leads the Scotch College Military Band along St. Kilda Road in the ANZAC Day March
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local farmer who had been a boy at the time and had witnessed the event, was able 
to find out what had happened to Duncan. Weiss scored a fatal hit, Duncan’s spitfire 
plummeted, he bailed out at 500 metres, but his parachute failed to open. He would 
have died on impact, and his plane crashed into a field nearby on a farm just south 
of Bremen. 

Duncan was buried in the local graveyard, and his name marked on a simple cross. His 
body was re-interred at the end of the war, and normally at this stage the family would 
have been notified. However, at the time of transfer his name McCuaig was misread as 
McCraig and he was buried under a cross inscribed with the words “Unknown Pilot”, 
in the War Grave at Sage, near Oldenburg.

It was through Werner’s research that Duncan’s family was traced and, in 1994, Olwen 
and Karen were able to choose the wording for Duncan’s new gravestone together, 
“Now Rest in Peace”.

Notes from article, ‘Gate Guardian Rededication’ by Alison Robertson, The Leaflet, 
April 2012, pp. 23-26.

Following the march, Duncan with Scots’ member 
Corporal Charles Ian Agar, who also joined the 
ANZAC March

Duncan proudly wore his great grandfather’s 
Distinguished Flying Cross for the occasion
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In Memoriam

Enid Marion Lund
26th May 1925 – 8th May 2017

The following eulogy for Miss Enid Lund 
was given by Miss Rae Anstee AM DSJ, at 
a Thanksgiving Service held on 12th May.

‘This morning we are here to give thanks for 
the life of a charming and much loved lady, 
Enid Marion Lund.

Enid was born on 26th May 1925, the first child 
of Janet and Val Lund, and the elder sister of 
Gwenda and Nancy. It was a happy family. 
Enid was a gentle and caring elder sister.  
The early part of her life was spent growing 
up, first in Middle Park, then Poolman Street,  
Port Melbourne, then to Collins Street, 
Melbourne. She commenced school at Middle 
Park Primary, then on to MacRobertson Girls’ 
High School.

On leaving school Enid did a secretarial course at Zercho’s Business College in 
the city, and became secretary to the headmaster at Melbourne Grammar School.  
She left to take a position in the typing pool at CRA Limited (now Rio Tinto), 
eventually becoming private secretary and personal assistant to Sir Roderick Carnegie,  
Managing Director and Chairman of Rio Tinto, until her retirement. Enid also shared 
her talents as a secretary by working in London at the Colonial Mutual, with Gwen.

They then travelled overseas, which they did on a few occasions and also took an 
‘around the world’ air trip. As with her life, the trip was well planned as they happened 
to be in London for the coronation of the Queen. Only Enid and Gwenda would make 
such arrangements with Buckingham Palace. Enid greatly enjoyed travel. As well as 
overseas there was a trip to Perth with Nan, and other trips to Sydney to catch up with 
the friends made when overseas, and also to Adelaide.
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Enid very much enjoyed gardening and, with Gwen, maintained their garden  
following on from their father, at 18 York Avenue, which they took over more than forty 
years ago when they moved there from Collins Street. 

Collins Street, Melbourne has been like a gold thread running through Enid’s life,  
living there, attending Sunday school at the Independent Church (now St. Michael’s 
Uniting Church), and then joining  Scots’ Church as a member with Gwenda 
by profession of faith on 4th October 1945. Enid and Gwenda made a lifelong  
commitment which they have faithfully followed since that day 72 years ago. 
Scots’ Church and the community have greatly benefited from their commitment.  
This has been manifested through the Outreach Committee, cake stall and many 
other activities, but never more so than their attendance seated towards the back at 
every Sunday 11.00 am service.

Enid was a member of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, and very much enjoyed 
the ballet, concert and opera seasons, both at home and in London. She had  
wide interests and enjoyed a weekly flutter on Saturdays, and the Melbourne  
Cup sweep.

Enid loved life and, above all, she loved Gwen, Nan, her niece Janet, nephew Robert, 
and great nephews and niece Darcy, Callum and Hannah, and her fellow man.  
The last time I saw Enid her parting words were: “I have had a good life and I have 
been greatly blessed.”

Enid certainly did what the Lord asked of her: she acted justly, she loved tenderly,  
and walked humbly with her God. Enid would wish you the following:

As we part, my friend, may the love of God keep you safe in all your journeying.

May the risen Christ guide your feet in the way of justice, joy and hope;

May the Spirit encourage and accompany you wherever you go

Until we meet again.

NINETY TWO YEARS WELL SPENT.’

A Thanksgiving Service to honour Enid’s life was held at Scots’ Church on 12th May.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Enid’s sisters Gwenda and Nancy, her wider 
family and many friends.
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In Memoriam

Mildred (Mim) Christina Rout
14th December 1925 – 28th February 2017

Mildred (Mim) Rout was a faithful and 
long-serving member of Scots’ Church, 
joining the church in 1953. Mim’s mother, 
her sister Beryl, and their mother all sang 
in the Scots’ choir. Mim also served on the 
Archives Committee and was a member 
of the Board of Management from 1968 
until 1983, when she retired from the 
position. Although she spent ten years in 
London, where she worked at the office of 
the Agent General, she reconnected with 
Scots’ when she returned to Melbourne in 
the late 1970s.

On her return to Melbourne Mim took a 
position as a personal assistant to Mr.  Michael 
Roux who, as a young man 30 years younger 
than most of his peers in the bureaucracy, 

had been appointed to a  senior position in the State government. Mim took on the 
challenge of “looking after” Michael, and soon built a strong professional relationship. 
He then headed up a new government department; Mim followed him there and 
thereafter to every posting that he took in the public service until she retired.

As the years passed, Mim became firm friends with Michael and his wife Veronica, 
and their two young sons, Anton and Stephen. This friendship was to last for the rest 
of Mim’s life.  At Mim’s service of thanksgiving for her life, Michael’s eulogy provided 
some insight into the bonds that had formed over the years.

In Michael’s words:

‘Mim was extremely loyal. She was a wonderful assistant to me. When Mim finally 
retired in the late 80’s she became really imbedded in our family - she helped us  
and we helped her. She grew ever fonder of Anton and Stephen and ever more  
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involved in our family.  She was with us most Christmases and she celebrated most 
birthdays with us.  She was very fond of the Dandenong and Macedon Ranges and 
loved walking in the gardens there. She was a person who had few but special interests 
– as well as nature, she loved people, she loved music and had a particular interest  
in patisseries and cakes. 

The connections with Europe were very strong. She travelled sometimes with friends, 
at other times by herself, going away for several weeks.  Sometimes she would 
connect with people she knew in London or with our friends in Germany, but she  
was a very independent and loving soul.  Sadly she later developed aspects of  
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease and was no longer able to live alone in her house  
with her beloved dog Chloe. It was very traumatic for all of us to help that transition  
to Tanderra Uniting AgeWell,Camberwell, where she spent the last three years of  
her life.  The trauma was short-lived as she quickly adapted to the place.  
She enjoyed the fact that she wasn’t anxious about nights on her own, or about the dog,  
or not eating meals.  We are particularly indebted to Tanderra, as it was one of the  
few homes that Veronica found that would take a dog.  It is strange in this age that  
there are so many aged care homes that don’t accommodate pets with people as they 
get older, when they know that they are one of the few things that people have left  
in terms of constant companionship. Tanderra not only accommodated the dog 
roaming around the place and cheering up other people, but they also gave Mim  
her companion that slept with her for the last three years until the time she died.’  

Michael continued:

‘I could not finish without mentioning my wife Veronica, because Veronica had taken 
on the role of carer for Mim for such a long time. It was really important to Mim’s  
quality of life over many years, including organising the provision of meals at her 
home when she could no longer cook, maintaining the cleaning of the place, taking 
her to regular medical appointments and allowing Mim to maintain maximum 
independence for as long as we could.  Veronica also ensured Mim had all she  
needed during these last three years she was at Tanderra.’

A thanksgiving service celebrating the life of Mim Rout, conducted by the  
Rev. Douglas Robertson, was held at Le Pine Funerals, Camberwell, on 8th March  
2017. 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Michael and Veronica Roux, their sons Anton 
and Stephen, and Mim’s many friends.
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Across

3. Some people thought Jesus was
____________

6. Jesus said that whoever would save his
life will _________ (2 words)

9. How many loaves were available to feed
the crowd?

11. To what district did Jesus go after
feeding the crowd?

12. Jesus began to foretell his death and
__________________

Down

1. How many people were fed? (2 words)
2. The crowd following Jesus had not eaten

for how many days?
4. Who confessed Jesus as the Christ?
5. Where did Jesus heal a blind man?
6. Jesus warned his disciples of the

_________ of the Pharisees.
7. What did the Pharisees demand of

Jesus?
8. With whom did Jesus go to Caesarea

Philippi?
10. Jesus rebuked Peter, saying 'Get behind

me __________'
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Across
3.  Some people thought Jesus  
 was _____________

6.  Jesus said that whoever  
 would save his life will  
 _____________ (2 words)

9.  How many loaves were  
 available to feed the crowd?

11.  To what district did Jesus go  
 after feeding the crowd?

12.  Jesus began to foretell his  
 death and _____________

Down
1.  How many people were fed?  
 (2 words)

2.  The crowd following Jesus  
 had not eaten for how many  
 days?

4.  Who confessed Jesus as the  
 Christ?

5.  Where did Jesus heal a blind  
 man?

6.  Jesus warned his disciples of  
 the _____________  
 of the Pharisees

7.  What did the Pharisees  
 demand of Jesus?

8.  With whom did Jesus go to  
 Caesarea Philippi?

10.  Jesus rebuked Peter,  
 saying  ‘Get behind me 
 _____________ ‘
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