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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY 9 AUGUST 2020 
  
This coming Sunday, you can listen to: 
 
Sunday Morning Service 
Rev Mike Raiter is preaching from Jeremiah 2:11-19 and John 6:60-69. 
This is the second of a five-part series; "God's Word for Turbulent Times." 
The sermon title for Sunday is "The Warning." 
The recording on our website includes two hymns from our Scots' Church Choir. 
The readings can be found on page 4-5. 

 
Sunday Evening ‘Engage’ 5pm Service 
‘Engage’ is currently in recess. 
 
City Bible Study resumed this week. Further details can be found at page 7.  
  
A recorded video of St Stephen’s Flemington Sunday service by Mr Andrew Wong, featuring contemporary 
praise songs, is also available at the Scots’ Church Web site. 
 
Rev Christian Tirtha and Prof Sen Sendjaya will be live streaming their sermons in Indonesian at 10.30 am 
each Sunday. Here is the link: https://www.icc-melbourne.org/nowlive 
 
Sermons online — Just a reminder that a back catalogue of sermons is available online. New sermons are 
uploaded to our web site regularly. 
www.scotschurch.com/sermons 
 
 

UPCOMING WEEK 
 

 
The following Sunday, 16 August, Rev Mike Raiter will continue his sermon series,  
"God's Word for Turbulent Times." 
He will preach from Jeremiah 33:1-18 in a sermon titled, "The Hope."  

 
Rev Michael Raiter 

 
Michael Raiter is a gifted, internationally recognised speaker of the Christian 
faith. Born in Liverpool, England and raised in Wollongong, Mike began his 
career as a high school teacher in Sydney and Pakistan. He studied at 
Moore Theological College in Sydney. After three years teaching at Moore, 
he returned to Pakistan to teach at the Zarephath Bible Institute. He returned 
to Moore College where he served as head of the Department of Missions 
from 1997-2005. From 2006–2011, Mike served as the principal of the 
Melbourne School of Theology. Mike is currently the Director of the Centre 
for Biblical Preaching, an organisation that seeks to train and equip churches 
around the globe in expository preaching. Mike is also the author of a 
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number of books, including Stirrings of the Soul: Evangelicals and the New Spirituality which won the 2004 
SPCK Australian Christian Book of the Year Award. Mike is married to Sarah and they have four children 
and one grandchild. 
 

 
 

God’s Power in Our Weakness 

But the Lord said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor 12:9-10) 

I prepared this devotional while tuning into a live broadcast of the Prime Minister Scott Morrison outlining the 

various impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr Morrison highlighted areas such as economic downturn, job 

loss, mental health issues, among many others. The situation that we face now makes us realise how 

uncertain and frail life is. As we in Victoria are in the midst of adjusting to the stage 4 restrictions, our news 

feed reeled in shock as we hear the massive explosion that rocked Beirut, which to date resulted in the death 

of over 150 people and injuring 5,000 others. 

During these challenges, both from inside and outside of us, we resonate with the words of the apostle Paul, 

“For when I am weak, then I am strong.” What’s more, we are reminded that these are not mere ‘words to 

live by’ given to inject some positivity to an already bleak circumstance. You are probably aware of people 

who have undergone life’s hardships and come out the other end stronger, wiser, and more resilient … and 

yet, without needing Jesus at all! Still for others, life’s hardships have made them realise their need to be 

more spiritual: so they started praying, reading holy and/or religious books, meditating, even participating in 

religious services … and still Jesus remains, if at all, at the periphery of their lives. 

However, Paul is speaking here about something way more profound. At least three times in this letter, and 

more than 50 times in his other letters, Paul refers to God as the one who has revealed Himself as God the 

Father through His Son Jesus Christ. He is not just the Father of Jesus, but also the Father of all who believe 

and follow His Son. 

In other words, Paul is saying that for those who are followers of Jesus, life’s hardships and frailty come with 

a far more glorious dimension: an opportunity to grow in their knowledge and imitation of Jesus Christ 

Himself. It is through weaknesses that God is forming each one of His children to become more like Jesus. 

What a privilege it is to be under God’s watchful care, even as things seem to be out of control. What a 

blessing it is to know that He is in the business of showing us His strength, even as we feel our feebleness.  

Friends, may this period of uncertainties draw us closer to the Lord who is absolutely in control and powerful. 

May we grow in our desire to love Him more and humbly serve those around us. 

Rev Christian Tirtha 
Minister: Indonesian Christian Church 
 
Prayer item 

- Praise God for the work of the Scots’ Church Kirk Session and its COVID-19 Commission as they 
continue to lead and guide the church during the pandemic.  
 

- Pray that the Lord may continue to uphold the Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Victorian Premier 
Daniel Andrews along with their staff, as they wade through this difficult period of running the 
government. 

 

- Pray for the government and emergency staff in Lebanon as they manage the aftermath of the 
deadly explosion that has killed and injured many. 
 

- Pray for the frontline health workers both in Australia and around the world. They have and continue 
to bear the brunt of managing and looking after patients. Pray especially in places where they are 
severely understaffed and under resourced. 
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- Pray for those who are suffering from various forms of mental health issues, especially during the 
pandemic. Pray that they might seek and receive the right professional and pastoral help. 
 

- Pray that churches may continue to grow in their love for the Lord and others even as our physical 
gatherings have been limited. We are grateful for the technologies available to keep us connected. 
However, we are also mindful for those who are unable to access these technologies and pray that 
churches might find creative means to minister to them. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHURCH DIARY DATES TO BE REMEMBERED 

 

Kirk Session   3 September (via Zoom) 

 
 

CHURCH GROUPS, MEETINGS AND OTHER EVENTS 
 
All ‘face to face’ meetings have been postponed until further notice. Some will be proceeding by telephone or 
video conferencing. If you are part of a group that will be using this facility you will be contacted about it. 
For more information about the group you attend please contact the convenor of that group 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
KIRKBRAE UPDATE – 6TH AUGUST 2020 
The situation at Kirkbrae continues to demand our prayers. 
 
Please: 

• Pray for the residents who have been moved to other care facilities as well as those who have 
remained at Kirkbrae; that they may know comfort, care and love through these times of 
uncertainty and change. 

• Pray for the families of the residents, that they might value the efforts of Kirkbrae and Eastern Health 
staff and would seek to support the strong collegial approach to the care of family members. 

• Pray for the families of those who have lost loved ones. 

• Pray that as staff complete their time of self-isolation, that they would return to caring for our 
residents. 

• Thank God for the provision of Mr Graham Coucher who was able to step in this week to cover the 
work of the CEO who is on sick leave. However, Graham was unexpectedly required to go in to 14 
days isolation on Thursday night due to his wife testing positive for COVID-19. 

• Pray for the provision of someone else to quickly step into the CEO role. 

• Pray for Rev Grant Lawry who is carrying an enormous workload at the present time; for emotional 
strength, wisdom and endurance. 

• Thank God for the work being done by Rev martin de Pyle, one of my chaplains, as he has stepped 
up to support Mr Lawry as he is best able to at this time. 

Please contact me directly and urgently if you feel you can step into the gap created as Graham Coucher 
has had to go into self-isolation with his wife testing positive to COVID-19. 
Colin Morrow 
Moderator 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

When I thought, “My foot slips,” your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.  
When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul. 

 
Psalm 94:18-19 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+94%3A18-19&version=ESV


[4] 
 

Scots’ Church pre-service catch up via Zoom 
 
Are you missing times of fellowship? 
Now you can catch up with others from Scots' Church every Sunday at 10.30am 
The catch up will be held via Zoom. 
This week we are going to get to know Rev Litha Heshusius who has joined our Pastoral Care Team.  
We will also have a discussion about positive personal experiences that have arisen from these difficult 
times. 
 
Topic: Scots Church pre service catch up 
Time: 10.30am, Every Sunday. 
         
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://bit.ly/31fLsSD 
Meeting ID: 932 5932 9167 
Passcode: 637104 
 
By Phone: 
7018 2005 Victoria     
Meeting ID: 932 5932 9167 
Passcode: 637104 
 
Follow this link to find our Zoom details and protocol. https://www.scotschurch.com/zoom-guide 
 

TIP FOR ZOOM MEETINGS: Don’t forget to add your name when you log on to the Zoom Meeting 
                                     so that your friends know you are part of the meeting catch-up. 

 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE SERMON GIVEN BY REV MICHAEL RAITER 
11am Service 

 

Jeremiah 2:11-19 
11 Has a nation changed its gods, 
    even though they are no gods? 
But my people have changed their glory 
    for that which does not profit. 
12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; 
    be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
declares the LORD, 
13 for my people have committed two evils: 
they have forsaken me, 
    the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, 
    broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

14 “Is Israel a slave? Is he a homeborn servant? 
    Why then has he become a prey? 
15 The lions have roared against him; 
    they have roared loudly. 
They have made his land a waste; 
    his cities are in ruins, without inhabitant. 
16 Moreover, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes 
    have shaved the crown of your head. 
17 Have you not brought this upon yourself 
    by forsaking the LORD your God, 
    when he led you in the way? 
18 And now what do you gain by going to Egypt 
    to drink the waters of the Nile? 
Or what do you gain by going to Assyria 
    to drink the waters of the Euphrates?  
19 Your evil will chastise you, 
    and your apostasy will reprove you. 
Know and see that it is evil and bitter 
    for you to forsake the LORD your God; 
    the fear of me is not in you, 
declares the Lord GOD of hosts. 

https://bit.ly/31fLsSD
https://www.scotschurch.com/zoom-guide
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John 6:60-69 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, 
knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 
62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, 
and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted him by the Father.” 

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, 
“Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  

 
 

July       Daily Bible Readings 

7 Judg 21 Jer 35 John 2: 1-12 2 Tim 4: 9-22 Psalm 90: 7-11 

8 Ruth 1 Jer 36,45 John 2:13-25 Titus 1: 1-9 Psalm 90: 12-17 

9 Ruth 2 Jer 37 John 3: 1-15 Titus 1: 10-16 Psalm 91: 1-6 

10 Ruth 3,4 Jer 38 John 3: 16-21 Titus 2: 1-10 Psalm 91: 7-13 

11 1 Sam 1 Jer 39 John 3: 22-36 Titus 2: 11-15 Psalm 91: 14-16 

12 1 Sam 2 Jer 40 John 4: 1-15 Titus 3: 1-3 Psalm 92: 1-4 

13 1 Sam 3 Jer 41 John 4: 16-26 Titus 3: 4-8 Psalm 92: 5-9 

 
 
 

CHOIR PROFILE 
 

Oliver Crofts – Tenor of the Scots’ Church Choir 
August 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
My involvement with the Scots’ Church Choir coincided with my relocation from Perth to Melbourne at the start 
of 2020, to commence my training as a clarinettist at the Australian National Academy of Music.  Prior to 
relocating to Melbourne, I graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Western Australia, where I 
studied Clarinet under Allan Meyer (Principal Clarinet – West Australian Symphony Orchestra).  I also spent 
approximately six years as a treble chorister and as a tenor lay clerk, singing with the St George’s Cathedral 
Choir & Consort.  I am very excited to be able to continue my choral singing in Melbourne, collaborating with 
the wonderful Douglas Lawrence!  It was such a wonderful experience to participate in the Big Hymn Sing in 
June, where I sang with the choir and played Clarinet in a recording of Jesu, lover of my soul (Aberystwyth), 
arranged by Vaughan McAlley.  This experience was a truly memorable one and I am sincerely grateful for all 
the effort that went into producing this recording.   
 
I was very fortunate to develop my choral experience in Perth, as a tenor with the St George's Cathedral Choir 
and Consort, directed by Dr Joseph Nolan.  This involved numerous broadcasts on ABC Classic FM, 
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collaborations with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and a performance with The King’s Singers for 
their GOLD 50th Anniversary Tour.   
 
As a clarinettist pursuing a professional career in both solo and orchestral performance, I have greatly enjoyed 
my studies at ANAM so far, where I am training under David Thomas (Principal Clarinet of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra).  Due to COVID-19, I have participated in a range of online lessons, masterclasses and 
webinars with both Australian and international musicians.   I greatly look forward to singing live with the Scots’ 
Church Choir again, hopefully sooner rather than later!  My thoughts are with you all at this difficult time.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The people of The Scots’ Church started meeting together in 1838, 
and since 1874 have worshipped at the present building. 

All who share in the basis of our faith 
are encouraged to apply for membership. 

 
 
How to contact us 
Telephone information and after-hours answering service: 9650 9903 
Emergency contact: 0425 884 034  
(only to be used if you have been unable to contact an Elder or Minister) 
Email: admin@scotschurch.com Web: www.scotschurch.com 
 
 
The Ministry Team 
Minister to the CBD: Rev Richard O’Brien   On extended leave 
Indonesian Christian Church:    
   Prof Sen Sendjaya   0430 479 898 
   Rev Christian Tirtha  0405 459 054 
St Stephen’s Flemington   Mr Andrew Wong  9376 3777 
      Missioner/Minister 
Pastoral Care:   Rev Litha Heshusius  0414 826 169 
   Mr David Gibb (Convenor) 9650 9903 
 
Music Ministry:  Mr Douglas Lawrence AM 9650 9903 
Session Clerk:    Mr Peter Armstrong  9650 9903 
Administrator:   Mr Sebert Ruddock   9650 9903 
  
Interim Moderator: Rev Philip Court   9650 9903 
  
Maintaining your free-will offerings  
Please continue to provide your normal free-will offerings. They are more important than ever at this critical 
time.  
  
There are three ways you can do this:  
• By electronic transfer to BSB 083 004, Account number 630 327 585  
• By cheque made out to The Scots’ Church Melbourne and posted to 1/156 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 
3000  

HYMNS ON OUR WEB SITE 
 

Some of the hymns that you will hear on our pre-recorded sermons are available on our  
‘Food for Life’s Journey’ CD recorded by the Scots’ Church Choir. 
If you would like a copy, please email to wendy@scotschurch.com  

or leave a message on the Church phone and we will call you back. (9650 9903) 

mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com
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· By credit card over the phone, Telephone Jonathan on 0425 884034  
  
For public health reasons, do not send cash in to the Church Office.  
 
  
Change of details — If your contact details have recently changed please don’t forget to let the office know. 
This way we can keep you up to date with Church information. Phone: 9650 9903 and leave a message or 
email to wendy@scotschurch.com 
  
 
How to navigate our web site to find the following information. 

• Scots' Weekly - https://www.scotschurch.com/scots-weekly 

• The pastoral letters - https://www.scotschurch.com/blog/post/latest-pastoral-letter 

• The Leaflet - https://www.scotschurch.com/the-leaflet 

• The sermons - https://www.scotschurch.com/sermons 

• The ICC website – www.icc-melbourne.org 
 

• The Flemington Mission - https://www.scotschurch.com/flemington-mission  

 
THE CITY BIBLE STUDY 
 
CBS recommenced on the 4th August 
 
(CBS) is meeting through Live Streaming on Tuesday nights 6:30-8:30pm.  
These are run by Mr Sonal Herlekar in Rev Richard O’Brien’s absence. 
All you need is a computer connected to the Internet. 
Also, CBS has also been meeting for coffee on Saturday morning – Virtually – through Live Streaming. 
If you would like to know more about CBS and Saturday morning please contact Wendy Gregory via email: 
wendy@scotschurch.com or call Sonal on 0435 568 335. 
 
 
Presbyterian & Scots' Church Joint Mission Update: 
The mission is open for normal service. We have made changes in the way we run to ensure safety of our 
volunteers as well as those who join us every Tuesday. For the time being, we no longer have seating 
indoors. We continue to provide food parcels, now on weekly basis. Please continue to pray for us and 
support us financially or through donations.  
 
BSB:  083 004 
Account No.:  51512 1952.  
All donations over $2 are tax-deductible. Cheques, made out to the Presbyterian & Scots’ Church Joint 
Mission, can be mailed to:  The Treasurer, Mrs Glenys Wright 86 Kurunjang Drive KURUNJANG  VIC  3337 
 

Andrew Wong 
Missioner/Minister 
9376 3777 

https://www.scotschurch.com/flemington-mission  

 
BIG HYMN SING is still available for viewing on the YouTube Channel, click on this link: 
https://www.scotschurch.com/big-hymn-sing 
 
 
SERMON ON CD 
It is disappointing that due to COVID 19 restrictions we cannot meet together in worship.  However, every 
Sunday we are recording a new sermon accompanied by two hymns.    
If you would like a CD of the current sermon and hymns please call 9650 9903 and leave a clear message 
on the answering machine, stating your name, phone number, and requesting the CDs of the 
service.  Alternatively, write to us at 1/156 Collins St, Melbourne 3000, or email to 
wendy@scotschurch.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com
https://www.scotschurch.com/scots-weekly
https://www.scotschurch.com/blog/post/latest-pastoral-letter
https://www.scotschurch.com/the-leaflet
https://www.scotschurch.com/sermons
http://www.icc-melbourne.org/
https://www.scotschurch.com/flemington-mission
mailto:wendy@scotschurch.com
https://www.scotschurch.com/flemington-mission
https://www.scotschurch.com/big-hymn-sing
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LEAFLET 
The current August edition of the Leaflet is available to read on our web site. 
https://www.csmedia1.com/scotschurch.com/scots-church-the-leaflet-edition-june-2020-digital.pdf 
Paper editions were posted to everyone on the 31st July 2020.  
 
 
OPEN HOUSE MELBOURNE 2020 
 
"This year’s festival will embrace immersive technologies to capture Melbourne’s iconic buildings through 
cutting-edge VR as well as live-streamed footage led by some of the city’s renowned architects and 
designers. For the first time, visitors will be able to skip the queues and not worry about booked out tours to 
their favourite sites around town. 
The full building list and access to virtual tours will launch online Thursday 16th July and be available until 
the end of August. Previously accessible during the visiting hours on the Open House Weekend, the 
program of virtual tours will now allow ample time to explore Australia’s most liveable city from the comfort of 
home." 
Note: VR = Virtual Reality 
 
https://www.openhousemelbourne.org/event/building-list-launch/    
https://www.scotschurch.com/open-house (Scots' Church Link) 
 
 
Scots’ Church wish to thank Jonathan North and Monty Chandra for their hard work in putting together our 
Open House Melbourne walk through. We really value our collaboration with Open House Melbourne and 
are thankful that even with the restrictions of COVID-19 we can still participate virtually. 
 

https://www.csmedia1.com/scotschurch.com/scots-church-the-leaflet-edition-june-2020-digital.pdf
https://www.openhousemelbourne.org/event/building-list-launch/
https://www.scotschurch.com/open-house

