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Other news

Several members of the congregation are enjoying overseas holidays or have 
recently returned safely.

The May Sausage Sizzle raised $663.20 for the Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes Chapel 
Appeal. July 2017 marks the 24th anniversary of our sausage sizzles.

Congratulations to William Mackie, grandson of Lois and Gordon Taylor, who was 
placed first in the Grade 3 Piano Solo at the recent Coffs Harbour Eisteddfod.

The Australian Chamber Choir, which includes a number of our own choir members 
and is directed by Douglas Lawrence, is travelling overseas to Europe for a concert 
tour during July.

Congratulations to the members of the 
Scotch College rowing crew who won the 
2017 Princess Elizabeth Challenge Cup at 
the Royal Henley Regatta, England, in July. 
They are only the third Australian crew to 
win the title and the first from Victoria.   
Well done!

In Memoriam

Our sincere condolences are extended to the family and friends of two members of 
Scots’ who recently passed away.

John McDonald Smith died on 2nd June 2017. His funeral was held at Scots’ Church 
on 9th June.

Alexander Fraser died on 19th June 2017, with his funeral being conducted by the 
Rev.  Douglas Robertson at Lilydale on 27th June.

Lois Taylor

The winning Scotch College rowing team at the  
Royal Henley Regatta (Photo courtesy  of Scotch 
College, Melbourne)
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Pot Pourri
Congratulations

Birthday greetings to Richard O’Brien, who celebrated a very special birthday on 
19th June.

Warm wishes and congratulations to  
Mrs. Enid Dowling, mother of Sue and  
mother-in-law of Jim Nuske, who 
celebrated her 100th birthday on 20th 
June. She was joined for a wonderful 
afternoon tea by her children and 
grandchildren, and by 14  
of her 19 great grandchildren.

Special services

Members of staff of the Royal Flying Doctor Service participated in the morning 
worship service on 21st May, reading the scripture lessons. The Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr. Scott Chapman, gave a brief talk on the history and work of the 
organisation, which will celebrate 90 years since the first flight in May 2018.

The annual service of Kirkin’ o’ the 
Tartans was held on Sunday 2nd July. 
Joan Mitchell and Alister MacLeod 
read the scripture lesson, and the 
Scottish Gaelic Choir sang Psalm 23. 
Pipers Stephanie and Kelly Cheng 
from the Presbyterian Ladies’ College 
led the procession into the church. 

Mrs Enid Dowling (centre front) enjoying her 100th 
birthday with some of her family who joined her.   
Jim and daughter Sue Nuske are at the back left and 
second from left respectively
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Assistant Minister   Mr Greg Matthews 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk/Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Miss D.R. Anstee AM DSJ 9650 9903
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convenor, Planned Giving/Christian Education Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan procession coming up to the 
church along Collins Street
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Senior  Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson

Dear Friends,

The Presbyterian Church of Australia stands in a direct 
line of heritage from the Scottish Reformation.

Patrick Hamilton, the son of a noble father who died in 
a family brawl on Edinburgh’s High Street (the Royal 
Mile), had been sent to Paris at a young age to pursue  
a career in the Roman Catholic Church. It was there  

that he was exposed to the radical teaching of Martin Luther just a few short years 
after he had nailed his ’95 Theses’ to the door of Wittenberg Church: salvation was 
to be found in Christ alone, not in the rites or regulations of the church, nor in any 
personal merit gained by good works or the purchase of indulgences.

Returning to Scotland in 1524 Hamilton was appointed to teach theology at  
St Andrews University, the beating heart of the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland. 
He quickly fell foul of the Scotland’s leading cleric, Archbishop James Beaton,  
and was brought to trial in 1528 and executed on the same day because he would  
not renounce his heretical beliefs.

In one of those unpredictable consequences of man’s persistent inhumanity to 
man, Hamilton’s cruel public execution by burning at the stake gave impetus to  
the Reformation in Scotland, perhaps finally wakening people up to just how 
oppressive the church had become.

George Wishart would only have been a teenager then, but he shortly took up the 
mantle of Reformation while still just a young man. A graduate of the same college 
as me, Christ College Aberdeen, he also spent some time abroad, perhaps studying  
at the same institution as Hamilton had attended some years earlier. Following a  
brief time as a teacher of children, and two different periods of exile because  
he dared to teach children to read the Bible for themselves, Wishart became an 
itinerant preacher, moving often to avoid the church authorities that tried to kill or 
arrest him.
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While preaching at Haddington he gained a follower called John Knox, who appears 
to have travelled with him as a kind of bodyguard. Eventually Wishart was arrested – 
after Knox had left him – and tried and hanged in St Andrews in 1546.

In the ensuing weeks Scotland descended into civil war, with supporters of 
Wishart taking revenge by assassinating Cardinal David Beaton (nephew of James 
Beaton) who had put Wishart to death. These supporters then took possession of  
St Andrews Castle and occupied it for 18 months. Their teacher and chaplain was 
John Knox.

When the occupiers finally surrendered to French forces, many of them were 
transported to prison in France or, like Knox, chained to the rowing bench of French 
galley ships. This was an attempt by the Catholic Mary de Guise, acting as Queen 
Regent in her daughter, Mary Queen of Scots’, stead, to put an end to the Reformation; 
yet instead it increased the resolve of many Scots, including many noblemen who 
were dismayed by the Queen Regent’s duplicity in negotiations, to stand up against a 
tyrant church as well as any tyranny in the reigning monarch.

The year that Mary de Guise died – 1560 – is sometimes considered to be the birth-
date of the Church of Scotland. By then Knox had returned from two years as a slave, 
several years of service in the Church of England, and several years of exile in Geneva 
learning from John Calvin.

Parliament adopted The Scots’ Confession, as the established religion of the nation;  
and later adopted The Book of Discipline to establish the basic principles of 
Presbyterian ministry and church government, formally severing any ties with Roman 
Catholic or papal authority.  Both of these documents were largely written by Knox.

And so began the history that is our heritage. It is not finished by any means, as we 
continue to shape the church of Jesus Christ in each new generation; sometimes 
called upon to jealously guard traditions that are firmly grounded in the solid 
foundation of God’s Word; and sometimes called upon to change and adapt –  
“all things to all people”, said the Apostle Paul, “ that by all possible means I might save 
some.” (1 Corinthians 9:22 ESV)

An informal motto of some Reformed churches around the world, though not coined 
in this way until the middle of the 20th century, and often ironically cited in Latin,  
is Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda: The church reformed must always be 
reforming.

Douglas
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Reading The Bible

Recently I have been asked for advice on books about 
reading the Bible.  These books can help us in knowing 
what to read with people and can give us some ideas of 
what to pray for.  They echo the words of the Apostle Paul 
in Romans 15:4, “For whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that through endurance 

and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” (ESV)

Here are three suggestions or helps in reading the Bible.  

Daily Devotional New Testament (ESV) 

This book has the New Testament broken into daily readings.  Each day has two 
passages:  one from Matthew to Acts, and the other from Romans to Revelation.  The 
passages are not long.   Each daily reading has a short reflection on both passages.  
The daily readings end with a verse from the Psalms and a short prayer.

The Songs of Jesus – through the Psalms in a year.

This is a devotional book with a daily reading from the Psalms, a reflection and a 
prayer.  It is based on the NIV translation, and is written by Tim and Kathy Keller.   
I have been using the Viking Publication House version of this book, because it is 
hardback, it is small and sits comfortably on a bedside table, and has a ribbon to mark 
the page It has a  daily reading from the Psalms, a reflection and a prayer. I ordered 
my copy through the online supplier Book Depository UK; they have free freight and 
generally are prompt.  

Praying with the Psalms

This is ‘A Year of Daily Prayers and Reflections on the Words of David’ by Eugene H. 
Peterson.

It is shorter and smaller than the other two.  There is a portion of a Psalm to read, a 
short reflection and a prayer.
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I have also been asked about a book that helps us to understand more deeply the 
essentials of theology in bite-sized portions.

Concise Theology by J.I. Packer.

J.I. Packer has written Concise Theology, published by Tyndale House Publishers.   
Each study is just a couple of pages long, and is jam-packed with plenty of Scripture 
references. This enables us to study at a pace with which we are comfortable.  

Richard

Food for Thought

A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that 
it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 40 years now,”  
he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like 6,240 sermons. But for 
the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them... So, I think I’m wasting my 
time and the pastors are wasting their time by giving sermons at all.”

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” column, much 
to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this 
clincher:

“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 
32,100 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single 
one of those meals. But I do know this... They all nourished me and gave me 
the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, 
I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!”

Anonymous

A Message of Thanks

Nancy and Stewart Banks wish to express their sincere gratitude especially 
to the Rev. Douglas Robertson and the Rev. Richard O’Brien for their constant 
visits to hospital during Nancy’s recent illness. They also wish to thank all who 
have phoned, sent cards and flowers, and most especially for the prayers for 
Nancy’s recovery.  A big thank you to all.
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Assistant  Minister
Mr. Greg Matthews

Pursuing Holiness

How much are you, as a Christian, pursuing a life of 
holiness? Do you pursue a way of life that rejects sin 
and lives according to God’s will? It is not something 
that we do because it will earn us a place in heaven.  
We are saved by our faith in Jesus Christ alone. But there 
is something fundamentally wrong when Christians 

who have been forgiven their sins continue to sin as if it doesn’t matter.

Imagine looking into the mirror and seeing your face covered with mud. Would you 
wash the mud off, or would you simply turn away leaving the mud alone? Those who 
truly believe that Jesus had to die for their sins will strive for holiness.  The fact that sin 
is so abhorrent that Jesus was willing to die to cleanse us from our sins will have an 
impact on the lives of everyone who truly believes it. If we believe Jesus, then we, just 
like him, will see sin as evil and we will wish to rid ourselves of it.

There is a kind of faith that places little emphasis on holiness. It’s the kind where 
you rely on Jesus to save you from your sins, but you carry on in sin regardless. But 
Christ died for our sins, to rid us of the control that sin had over us, to free us to do 
God’s will, so that we could become holy as he is holy. It is a gift of true freedom.  
Yet many people treat this gift with indifference. They love the idea of forgiveness of 
sins, but don’t pursue holiness.

 “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 1 Corinthians 5:7b-8. (ESV)

The first Passover was conducted in Egypt. Back then, Moses told Pharaoh that God 
wanted him to let his people go. The power of God was displayed over and over in 
a series of plagues brought upon Egypt. In the final display of God’s power, every 
firstborn male of every family would die. The Israelites sacrificed a lamb and smeared 
its blood on their door frames so that God’s judgement on the first born would pass 
over them. But that is not all, they cooked unleavened bread and they ate their meals 
that night with their cloaks on and their sandals on their feet, because at any moment 
they would be called away, and taken out of Egypt, to be God’s people. 
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But now Christ has come, and his blood was poured out for us. And like the Israelites, 
we too should be getting ready. God’s kingdom isn’t a place for malice and evil, but 
for sincerity and truth. The church should be cleansing itself of evil and malice and 
pursuing a life of sincerity and truth. “Sincerity and truth” refers to living life according 
to the gospel and God’s will. A person who is unrepentant of their sin, but professes to 
be a believer is being insincere and the truth is not in them.

In that first Passover, when God called his people out of Egypt, it was for his glory, to 
display to the world his power and majesty and holiness. The Israelites, a people who 
were little more than slaves, with no home or power of their own, were called to be 
God’s people for his glory. And in that Exodus, God performed such miracles that 
Israel and all the world would know him.

The church is God’s people today. And similarly, the transformational power of the 
gospel should be on display, as God shows his power in each of us. We are to be a light 
to the world, and living evidence of the power and holiness of God. 

May we each bring God glory as the Holy Spirit works within us, and we grow in 
holiness.

Greg

 

The painting of ‘The Last Supper’ by Leonard Da Vinci (1495) depicts the celebration of the Passover by Jesus and 
his disciples
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

A city full of idols

During Paul’s second missionary journey,  in transit from 
Berea to Corinth, the Apostle made a brief stopover 
in Athens, waiting to be joined by his missionary  
co-workers, Silas and Timothy.  He took the opportunity 
to do a bit of sightseeing.  Here’s how Luke, in his Acts  
of the Apostles records it:

Now while Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was provoked within him 
as he saw that the city was full of idols.  (Acts 17:16, ESV)

If that was Paul’s assessment of 1st century Athens, what would he make of 21st 
century Melbourne? We may not have the ancient Athenians’ almost universal 
worship of pagan images made of gold, silver and stone (although that does still  
goes on), but we are awash with idols, nonetheless.

Idolatry is the worship of anyone or anything that is not God.  It is putting our ultimate 
trust and our ultimate hope in anyone or anything that is not God.  The sad truth is that 
our inherently sinful disposition inclines our hearts to be industrious idol factories.

The sacred spaces of our idolatry are many, varied, and very well patronised.   
There’s the huge shopping mall temples of consumerism on steroids. There’s the 
enormous casino cathedral that never sleeps.  There’s the countless chapels of noisy 
poker machines ensconced within hotels and sporting clubs.  There’s the gymnasium 
monasteries dedicated to the perfect physique, and the plastic surgery nunneries 
dedicated to the perfect face.  There’s the desperate pilgrimage to destruction of drug 
and alcohol abuse.  The list is endless.  We are a city full of idols.

We, too, should be stirred in our spirit by the human tragedy that surrounds us.   
Paul responded by taking every opportunity to reason with the Athenians. We, too, 
ought to take every opportunity God gives us to reason with our neighbours, our 
family, our workmates and friends.  
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I don’t mean that we should become tiresome and obnoxious bible-bashers full of 
self-righteous judgement.  But I do mean that we should speak the truth in love; the 
truth about God revealed in and through Jesus the Christ; the truth about humanity 
and our inability to find true rest for our souls until we find our rest in our Creator God.

For many of the people in our lives, maybe for most, it will probably be water off a 
duck’s back – heard but discarded as just our own misguided opinion.  But there may 
also be others, unknown to us, but most certainly known to God, who are ripe and 
ready for the Word of God to be planted in the fertile soil of their souls.  That was Paul’s 
experience in Athens.  Luke tells us:

So Paul went out from their midst.  But some men joined him and believed, among 
whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman called Damaris and 
others with them.  (Acts 17:33-34, ESV)

There is no shortage of ways and means to sow the gospel seed in this city full of 
idols.  May the Holy Spirit provoke each of us in our spirits, urging us to live out our 
faith wherever we are.

Philip

On Sunday 11 June, Anjelina Sihombing was admitted to communicant membership of St Stephen’s congregation.  
Anjelina (2nd from right) is surrounded by her delighted family; aunt Gita, cousin Laura, mother Yohanna, father 
Ricky and aunt Katharina
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Mark The Evangelist

Recently the Rev. Douglas Robertson focussed on the Gospel of Mark during 
the morning worship services. Who was Mark the Apostle, also known as Mark 
the Evangelist? Mark does not identify himself as the author, nevertheless there 
is strong evidence attributing the second Gospel to John whose surname was 
Mark, although not all scholars concur. It is one of four canonical gospels and 
relates the ministry of Jesus from his baptism by John the Baptist to his death 
and burial, and the discovery of the empty tomb. Early manuscripts do not 
include the post resurrection appearances of Jesus, although some accounts of 
these are included later. It is the shortest of the gospels and does not include 
large portions of the sayings of Jesus as included in the others. 

Surprisingly it is possible to create a biographical sketch of Mark, given that he is only 
mentioned in ten verses in the New Testament. He was the cousin of Barnabas, and his 
mother was Mary who had a house in Jerusalem that she offered as a meeting place 
for early believers. Mark accompanied Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary 
journey; however he left them early and returned to Jerusalem. Because of this,  
Paul saw Mark as not reliable and did not take him on his second missionary  
journey. He later revised his opinion, referring to Mark as helpful to his ministry. 
According to evidence of early writings, Mark was also a close associate of Peter. 

The majority of scholars place Mark’s Gospel as the first to be written, possibly during 
the 50s or early 60s AD. Some see the content of the Gospel and other statements 
made about Mark in early writings as indicating that it was written shortly before 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
AD. Tradition has it that the Gospel 
was written somewhere in Italy, 
more specifically in Rome. This is 
consistent with the evidence of his 
close association with the Apostle 
Peter who was in Rome during the 
last days of his life, and the place 
where he was martyred. According 
to writings Mark left Rome after the 
death of Peter and went to preach 
in Alexandria, where he too was 
martyred.

St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Cathedral, Alexandria, Egypt,  
said to stand on the site of its founding by Mark
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Tradition places Mark as one of the 72 
disciples that Jesus appointed to go out 
(Luke 10:1); it is also speculated that he was 
the young man who fled naked at the arrest 
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 
14: 51-52).

In about AD 49 it is thought that Mark 
travelled to Alexandria, Egypt, where he 
founded the Egyptian church, now the 
Coptic Orthodox Church. He became the 
first Bishop of Alexandria and is regarded as 
the founder of Christianity in Africa. Mark is 
also the patron saint of Venice, Italy. 

Mark’s symbol in art is a lion, usually winged. 
The lion is seen as a figure of courage and 
monarchy. In the book of Revelation John 
describes four winged creatures around 
the throne of God: a lion, an ox, a man and 
an eagle. Ancient custom regarded these as 
representing the four Gospels or four Evangelists who were the writers of the Gospels. 
The man represents Matthew, whose narrative commences with the genealogy of 
Jesus; Mark is represented by the lion, as his book begins with John the Baptist in the 
desert, where lions roar; the ox, a sacrificial animal, represents Luke, whose Gospel 
begins in the temple; and the eagle represents John, whose narrative begins in heaven. 
Mark the Evangelist is also depicted writing, or holding his gospel.

The recipients of Mark’s Gospel are thought to be Gentile readers, including the 
church at Rome, as he explains Jewish customs and provides translations of Aramaic 
words. He also has a focus on persecution, of special concern to Roman Christians 
who were being persecuted by the Emperor Nero at the time he was writing.

References: Blue Letter Bible: Introduction to the Gospel of Mark. https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/intros/mark.cfm
Encyclopaedia Britannica: Saint Mark. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Mark-the-Evangelist
Kiefer, James E. Biographical sketches of memorable Christians of the past: Mark the Evangelist.  http://justus.anglican.org/
resources/bio/147.html
The International Bible Society: Introduction to Mark.  https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-mark/
Wikipedia: Gospel of Mark.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
Wikipedia: Mark the Evangelist. Https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_the_Evangelist

Portrait of St. Mark from The Four Gospels, 
illustrated in 1495 by Abraham the priest.  
Held in the Wellcome Library, London
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Our warm congratulations to Paul Kerss, 
who has been appointed Deputy Chairman 
of The Scots’ Church Properties Trust. 
Paul’s appointment was confirmed at the 
Board of Trustees Meeting on the 4th April, 
2017 and announced at the meeting of the 
Board of Management held on 28th June.

Paul was born in Williamstown, the 
third of five children. His mother  
has always been a Salvationist and his 
late father was Anglican. Together with 
his brothers and sister, Paul attended 
Sunday school at the Williamstown Corp 
of the Salvation Army, where he became 
a junior soldier and later a corp cadet.  
Paul was educated at the local North 
Williamstown State School, and later at the 

Williamstown Technical School. His tertiary education was full time at the Footscray 
Institute of Technology (now Victoria University) where he studied accountancy. 

During his formative years Paul was selected by the Lions Club of Williamstown  
as the local ‘Youth of the Year’, and was foundation vice president of the youth 
community services club, the Leo Club of Williamstown, founded under the auspices 
of the Lions Club of Williamstown. Many years of membership saw him hold a  
number of office bearer positions including that of president. 

Paul’s professional working career started with a medium sized firm of chartered 
accountants in the city. He remained there until he decided to travel and see 
the world, sailing to the United Kingdom in July 1974, where he spent two years  
working and travelling around Europe. Returning to Australia in 1976,  Paul resumed 
working in public practice with another firm of chartered accountants. He went on  
to complete post graduate studies with the Institute of Chartered Accountants and 
was admitted to membership in 1980. He now holds the position of Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia. 

Paul Kerss

Congratulations to Paul Kerss on new Appointment
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Over the years Paul has continued enjoy overseas holidays, and has travelled 
extensively in Europe, Asia and America. He sees himself as very fortunate that he is 
able to indulge his passion for new horizons on a regular basis. 

As an accountant Paul’s skills and expertise have seen him in demand within 
various organizations with which he has been involved over the years. He has 
held various roles as an office bearer with the Swiss Club of Victoria for some 25 
years, which resulted in him being made an honorary life member of the club.  
He has been honorary auditor for the Swiss community’s benevolent society,  
The Swiss Society of Victoria, for many years, as well as honorary auditor of the 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College (PLC) Junior and Senior School Parents Associations,  
and the Heathersett Group for some 15 years during the time his god daughter 
was a student at PLC. Paul also spent several years as a trustee of the Jean Hailes  
Foundation which was established to honour the life work of Dr Jean Hailes, a  
pioneer in women’s health.  

Paul has now worked as an accountant in public practice 
for over 40 years, more than 30 of these as a principal 
in various aspects of the profession. He is a registered 
company auditor, a registered tax agent, Associate of 
the Financial Planning Association of Australia, and 
member of SMSF Professionals Association of Australia 
(SPAA).

Paul’s first contact with Scots’ Church came when his 
god daughter Priska, daughter of Andrew McDonald and 
Barbara Brodbeck, and granddaughter of Werner and  
Priska Brodbeck, was baptised by Rev. Norman  
Pritchard. He became a member of Scots’ in 2004, 
was elected to the Board of Management in 2005, and  
ordained as an elder in 2007. Paul was appointed a  
trustee of the Scots’ Church Properties Trust in 2008,  
just in time to be part of the teamthat oversaw the 
redevelopment of the Assembly Hall. 

Our thanks to Paul for his consistent and continuing 
contribution, both to Scots’ Church and to the 
wider community, and our best wishes on his new 
appointment. Biblical Crossword Solution

For kids quiz solution

Mark Chapter 12
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Across

5. Jesus began to speak in ____________
7. Where did Jesus sit and watch people

making an offering?
8. To what leader from the Old Testament

did the Sadducees refer?
10. Jesus said 'He is not the God of the

dead, but of the --------.'
11. Whom did Jesus say had contributed the

largest offering?
12. The Pharisees and ______________

tried to trap Jesus.

Down

1. What did the man who planted a
vineyard do with it? (2 words)

2. Of whom did Jesus warn the people in
his teaching?

3. Jesus was asked whether it was lawful
to pay taxes to ________.

4. About what did the Sadducees ask
Jesus?

6. Jesus quoted: 'The stone the builders
rejected has become the _______.

9. What happened to the servant who
returned to the vineyard the third time?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

MARK CHAPTER 12
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
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CAESAR

KINGDOM

MIND

OFFERING

PARABLE

PHARISEES

RESURRECTION

SCRIBES

SOUL

STRENGTH

TAXES

TEMPLE

TENANT

   

Hidden  message: 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR
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Know your Church

Liturgy of Saint James

The beautiful Communion 
hymn, ‘Let all mortal flesh 
keep silence’, was sung at the 
morning worship service on 
Sunday 4th June. The text of 
this hymn was translated from 
the Greek version of the Liturgy 
of St. James by Gerard Moultrie 
(1829 - 1885), an English 
schoolmaster, Anglican vicar 
and hymnographer.

The Liturgy of St. James, known also 
as the Jacobite Liturgy, is amongst 
the oldest still in use in some 
Christian churches. It provided a 
pattern for the development of 
other liturgies, especially in Eastern 
churches. Scholars generally 
agree that the Liturgy originated 
in Jerusalem in the late fourth or 
early fifth century and was based 
on the traditions of the Early 
Christian Church of Jerusalem.  
It was associated with the name of James the Just, an early Bishop of Jerusalem.  
He was thought to be the eldest brother of Jesus, as his name appears first in lists of 
Jesus’ brothers (for example, in Matthew 13:55). It is generally agreed that he should 
not be confused with James, the son of Zebedee. James was a patriarch amongst  
the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. He was martyred for his teachings about  
Jesus and his ‘transgressions of the law’, an accusation made by the Jewish high 
priest at the time.

 An icon depicting Saint James the Just
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Although it became the primary liturgy in use in Jerusalem and Antioch, the Liturgy 
of St. James was later superseded by other liturgies in those churches. However it 
had already spread to other areas of the church and continued in use. In a range 
of modified forms, the Liturgy is still used by Catholic Syrians, Syrian Jacobites and 
the Orthodox Churches of Zakynthos and Jerusalem. Most Eastern churches now 
use the Byzantine liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, only celebrating the Liturgy of  
St. James on his feast day each year.

The Liturgy of St. James takes some hours to complete in full. In Greek speaking 
Orthodox communities such as in Jerusalem, the Liturgy is celebrated with a 
temporary altar and up to 13 priests, in order to convey the idea of the Last  
Supper. The Liturgy includes prayers, hymns, readings from the Old Testament, 
epistles, Acts of the Apostles and the Gospels, and chants. The hymn,  
‘Let all mortal flesh keep silence’ forms part of the ‘Cherubic Hymn’, chanted 
by readers as offertory gifts are brought forward for consecration prior to the 
celebration of the Eucharist, or Holy Communion. In 1906 Ralph Vaughan 
Williams set Moultrie’s English translation of the hymn to the melody  
of a French folk tune, ‘Picardy’. This lovely hymn is widely used through the church  
in the service of Holy Communion.

The first verse reads:

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending,
Comes our homage to demand.

The remaining verses of the hymn may be read in the Church Hymnary – number 
666.

References: Encyclopaedia Britannica: Litury of Saint James.  https://www.britannica.com/topic/Liturgy-of-Saint-James
Orthodox Wiki: Liturgy of St. James.  https://orthodoxwiki.org/Liturgy_of_St._James
The Ancient Liturgy of  Jerusalem.  http://www.corpuschristimovement.com/english/meditations/stjames15.html
Wikipedia: Divine Liturgy of Saint James.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_Liturgy_of_Saint_James
Wikipedia: James, brother of Jesus.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James,_brother_of_Jesus
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David and Gwen Currie – Welcomed at Highgate

On Sunday 21st May 2017 Andrew McDonald and I attended the morning service 
at Highgate United Reformed Church, Pond Square Chapel, South Grove, 
London for the Service of Welcome of the Rev. David Currie to the Pastorate of 
Highgate URC.

David and Gwen made us most welcome and were most appreciative that Scots’ 
Church Melbourne was represented at the service. The service was very moving  
and everyone who spoke was so pleased that they had found a new minister, the first 
full time minister to the congregation for approximately 30 years.

Those participating in the service included the Rev. James Field, Convenor of Pastoral 
Committee, and Thames North Synod, URC, who lead the Statements of Call and  
asked the series of questions to David, the Minister -Elect. The Rev. Roger Orme, 
Associate Minister, Highgate URC inducted David and Gwen into membership of 
Highgate URC. Mr Robert Gorrie, the Treasurer of Highgate URC, told of the story of 
the many years that the search for a new full time minister for Highgate has taken, 
and how it was completed when David accepted the call. The Rev. Robin McAlpine, 
Minister of the Bennochy Parish Church of Scotland, Kirkcaldy, Fife, a long-time  
friend of David, gave the Charge to the Minister and to the Church with a few 
reminiscences of their past which were quite entertaining.

The readings came from Isaiah 6, verses 1 - 8 and John 1, verses 35-42. The hymns 
included: 

   - All people that on earth do dwell

   - Will you come and follow me

   - I the lord of sea and sky

   - Guide me O Thou great Jehovah

It was very apparent that David and 
Gwen have found a warm and loving 
congregation who have welcomed 
them with open arms.

We wish David and Gwen all the very 
best for their new ministry.

Paul Kerss

David and Gwen Currie (centre) at Highgate URC on 21st May, 
with Andrew McDonald (left) and Paul Kerss (right)
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Interview

Marj and Ken Ogier

Marj and Ken Ogier were both 
born in regional Victoria, Marj 
in Warrnambool and Ken in 
Bairnsdale. After attending 
Mailor’s Flat Primary School, Marj 
went on to Warrnambool Technical 
College where she completed 
her secondary education, then 
worked as a medical receptionist 
for some years. Her parents were 
involved in the Mailor’s Flat 
Presbyterian Church, and Marj 
and her siblings attended the 
Woodford Presbyterian Church 
Sunday school. As she grew up, 
Marj enjoyed hockey, tennis and 
athletics, and was a follower of the 
Warrnambool Football Club.

Ken was the son of a Congregational minister, resulting in several moves during his 
childhood years.  The family moved from Bairnsdale to Maryborough, Victoria, where 
Ken spent four pre-school years before moving to Brisbane. After four years there  
the next move was to Warrnambool, where Ken completed his secondary education 
at Warrnambool High School. His first position was with the National Bank,  
However, not wishing to move away from the town, he took up a cadetship at  
Fletcher Jones, Warrnambool, where he stayed for the next 27 years. Ken was  
trained in the manufacture of men’s trousers and ladies’ skirts and slacks, and was 
promoted to the position of factory manager for the last five years of his employment 
with the firm.

After she met Ken, Marj became involved in the youth group at Warrnambool 
Congregational Church. They were married there by Ken’s father, the Rev. Frederick 
Ogier, in February 1966. They had four children: Craig, Dean, Scott and Adele.  
As the children grew up Ken and Marj became very involved in the children’s 

Marj and Ken Ogier
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schooling, sporting and musical activities, and also served on committees.  
Marj was a foundation member of the Warrnambool Holiday Actors Group.  
This group was set up to encourage teens and young adults to pursue their love  
of music and theatre. They performed a ‘musical’ each January during the school  
holidays. The group is still very active today, and many young people have gone  
on to careers in the field.

The Ogier family worshipped at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Warrnambool,  
until their move to Melbourne. The Rev. Ivan Barker was minister there during this 
time. Ken taught in the Sunday school and Dean and Scott were both organists 
at Woodford Presbyterian Church. Ken was also a foundation member of the 
King’s College Council, established in 1986. King’s College, Warrnambool, is an  
independent coeducational Christian school and is owned by the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria. It now caters for children from preschool to year 12, with a current 
enrolment of over 400 students. In his final year in Warrnambool, Ken was president 
of the Warrnambool Football Club in their premiership year of 1987.

In the late 1980s the Fletcher Jones business saw a downturn of retail sales, so Ken 
resigned and the family moved to Melbourne in 1987, where they built a home 
in Eltham North. He joined a ladies’ swimwear and active wear manufacturer  
in Thomastown, where he spent the next 22 years as operations manager, retiring  
in 2008.

On their move to Melbourne, Marj and Ken worshipped for a short time at the 
Greensborough Uniting Church before moving to Scots’ Church, where they have 
remained since and very much enjoy the worship and fellowship.

In 2000 Ken and Marj moved to a smaller home in South Morang, as their children 
had left home to pursue careers. In September 2016 they made a further move to 
a retirement village in Mernda. Their daughter Adele and son-in-law Adam were 
married at Scots’ Church by the Rev. Ivan Barker in September 2000. They now  
have two beautiful grandchildren: Cooper and Bailey, nine and eight years old 
respectively. 

Both Ken and Marj are involved in a reading program with Grades 1 and 2 at Morang 
South Primary School, which they thoroughly enjoy. They also serve regularly on the 
welcome desk at Scots’ Church.

Our thanks to Ken and Marj who have been faithful members of the Scots’ Church 
family for many years.
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Kirkbrae Redevelopment official opening

After years of planning and hard work by many people, the ‘Official Opening of 
the Kirkbrae Retirement Living Redevelopment’ took place on Wednesday 10th 
May 2017.

The service was conducted by the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, 
Rev. Robert W. White. A welcome by Robert Lowe, Convener of the Social Services 
Committee, was followed by a call to worship by Rev. Matthew James, Kirkbrae 
Chaplain. After a ‘statement of occasion’ by Mark Sketcher, Chief Executive Officer, 
Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes, a plaque was unveiled to commemorate the day.  
The sermon, ‘Faith Works’, was preached by Rev. White.  Refreshments followed the 
service, providing an opportunity for fellowship amongst the many who attended.

The redevelopment comprises eight single level homes offering a high standard of 
modern retirement living, with many outstanding features providing a comfortable 
lifestyle.

Congratulations to Kirkbrae, the Social Services Committee, and the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria on the completion of this fine development.

Social Services Committee members at the service. From left: R. Lowe, T. Cuneen, B. Miller, B. Firth (past member),  
D. Conradi, Rev. G. Lawry and B. Evans.  Credit: ACM Productions Real Estate
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A view of the new development at Kirkbrae. Credit: ACM Productions Real Estate

Robert Lowe, Social Services Committee Convener, with Rev. Robert W. White, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria. Credit: ACM Productions Real Estate
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Scots’ Church International Organ Series 2017
Saturday 2nd September at 3pm  
Organist: Thomas Gaynor (New York)
Works by Mozart, Vierne, Robin, Saint-Saëns, Dupré.

Tuesday 5th September at 6.15pm 
Organist: Thomas Wilson (St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney)
Works by Reubke, Alain, Mozart, Dupré.

Saturday 9th September at 3pm 
Organist: Norbert Groh & Violin: Esther Schoepf (Munich)
Works by Handel, Telemann, J S Bach, Piazzolla, Messiaen.

Sunday 10th September at 3pm 
Organist: Markus Karas (Bonn Cathedral)
Works by Dupré, César Franck, Karas, Messiaen, Reger.

Tuesday 12th September at 6.15pm 
Organist: David MacFarlane (Newman College, Melbourne)
Works by Brahms, Mendelssohn, Reger.

Tuesday 19th September at 6.15pm 
Organist: Douglas Lawrence (Scots’ Church)
Works by Couperin, J S Bach, Karas, Dupré, Boëly.

Saturday 23rd September at 3pm 
Organist: Ria Angelika Polo & Narrator: Douglas Lawrence (Scots’ Church)
A program for children of all ages. Jean Guillou – Alice in Organland.
Also Pachelbel, Purcell and Gigout.

Tuesday 26th September at 6.15pm 
Organist: Arno Hartmann (Stadtkirche, Bochum, Germany)
Works by J S Bach, Brahms, Sommerzeit, Wagner, Reinicke, Rheinberger.

Saturday 30th September at 3pm 
Organist: Hans Uwe Hielscher (Marktkirche, Wiesbaden)
Works by Bédard, Jongen, Rheinberger, Hilescher, Nevon, von Suppé.

Tuesday 3rd October at 6.15pm 
Organist: Orthulf Prunner & Soprano: Ellen Freydis Martin (Villach, Austria)
Works By Mendelssohn And J S Bach.

Wednesday 4th October at 2pm 
Master Class with Orthulf Brunner.
Players and listeners welcome.

A DONATION IS REQUESTED FOR EACH OF THESE RECITALS
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Interview

Brenda Johnson

Brenda Johnson (nee Anderson) spent the early 
years of her life in the Mallee region, north-west 
Victoria, where her father was a bank manager 
at Quambatook. Her parents were transferred to 
Yarrawonga when Brenda was three years of age 
and her sister Hilary just a year old.  It was here that 
Brenda began her primary school education. Some 
three years later the family moved to Shepparton, 
where they stayed for the next six years, Brenda 
attending Shepparton Primary School and later the 
High School there. During this time Brenda went to 
Sunday school and in 1944 was awarded a Bible in 
recognition for attending every Sunday throughout 
the year! The family’s next move was to Adelaide, 
South Australia, where Brenda completed her secondary education at the 
Presbyterian Girls’ College (now Seymour College). 

Brenda began to study pharmacy at Adelaide University. Another family move 
in 1951 saw her completing her course at the Pharmacy College, Swanston Street,  
Melbourne, and working at the Alfred Hospital’s pharmacy.

In 1954 Brenda and a ‘pharmacy’ friend travelled to the United Kingdom for a 
two year working holiday. Brenda worked at St. Thomas’ Hospital, London, for six 
months and it was during this time she met Bob Johnson (later to be her husband).  
Bob acted as a wonderful ‘tour guide’ as he knew all the places to see in London.  
An eight-week bicycle tour in Europe with her friend was a wonderful experience.  
The pair began their tour in Stavanger, Norway, but the roads were too steep for bikes  
so they travelled by boat to Bergen, then by train to Oslo and Stockholm.  
They cycled to the ‘Hook of Holland’ over the next six weeks. One of the highlights  
during this time was a visit to Môetfôrs, Sweden, two days after they left Stockholm.  
The hostel in which they stayed was in a delightful village, with a river running  
through it. The warden with whom they registered was a retired school master and  
they were the first Australians he had ever met. The local people were most interested  
in the ‘Aussie’ girls. This little village of Môetfôrs is still a very popular place for  
visitors. Brenda remembers this experience as the best part of the bicycle tour.

Brenda Johnson
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On her return to England Brenda worked for a time at a hospital in Islington,  
seeing lots of Bob, and enjoying ballet and theatre before returning to Australia in 
early 1956. Bob applied to Australia House to come as a ‘£10 Pom’, arriving just in 
time to attend the closing ceremony of the Melbourne Olympic Games with Brenda 
in November 1956.

Brenda and Bob were married in 1957. Brenda worked 
in a pharmacy in Kew,  and Bob found employment with 
Lamson Paragon, a company with whom he had worked 
in the United Kingdom. In 1960 their first son, Ian, was 
born, and Stuart followed in 1962. Some four years later 
Bob’s mother and stepfather came to Australia and stayed 
with them for 2½ years. Brenda undertook a refresher 
course and returned to work in a retail pharmacy.  They 
had bought a house in Glen Iris in 1960, where they lived 
for 18 years. In the 1970s and 1980s Brenda worked as a  
locum in pharmacies, and Bob worked in housing 
renovations, which he really enjoyed. In 1988 they bought 
a pharmacy in Kew, with Brenda as the pharmacist and 
Bob taking care of the office work. Some four years 
later they sold the pharmacy and the opportunity came 
up to buy the building. It dated from 1880 and required 
seven months of renovations before they moved in. However they rented out the  
shop and were able just to lock up their home to go away on holidays, visiting the 
United Kingdom and Europe every couple of years. 

Following their move to Kew, Brenda spent some time looking for a church in which 
she felt at home.  At Bob’s suggestion, she came to Scots’ one Sunday and felt at home 
straight away, with a Scottish minister, and children in the aisles during the service. 
Brenda also deeply appreciated Rev. Geoff Blackburn’s ministry-, and remembers  
his wonderful pastoral prayers. Bob began to come with Brenda, and within a couple 
of weeks, Kathy Gilmour had noticed them coming regularly and made them feel 
most welcome. Brenda and Bob were welcomed as members by the Rev. David 
Currie on 6th April 2011. They were the first new members welcomed by David in 
his ministry with us. After enjoying many years of retirement together, sadly Bob  
died in 2013. Brenda continues to enjoy living in the heart of Kew.

A staunch and faithful member of Scots’ Church, Brenda is on the Outreach  
Committee, and serves on the welcome desk and the social hour rosters.

The frontispiece in the Bible 
awarded to Brenda for her 
attendance at Sunday school 
every week in 1944
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

Kilmore Presbyterian Church

Although the official history of 
the Kilmore Presbyterian Church 
is recorded as commencing in 
1851, Presbyterians, mostly 
from the Scottish Highlands, had 
settled in the district some years 
earlier, and had held worship 
services in a range of venues, 
including homes and woolsheds.

The town of Kilmore is located 60 
kilometres north of Melbourne and 
was established in the 1840s. It was 
the centre of an agricultural district 
that began to provide food for the rapidly 
growing population of the Port Phillip district. 
Presbyterian squatters, including Mr. Joseph 
Sutherland, had also taken up properties in 
the area. Sutherland’s homestead, ‘Moranding’, 
became a place for travellers to call in as they 
passed. The Rev. Peter Gunn was a minister 
of the Established Church of Scotland who 
had been appointed to officiate among the 
Highlanders living in and around Melbourne. 
He possessed two excellent qualifications: he 
was a good horseman, and he could speak 
Gaelic. In 1843 Mr Gunn, who had been 
sent by the Presbytery of Melbourne on a 
missionary visit to the interior, called in to 
Moranding. Arrangements were immediately 
made to hold a service in the woolshed, 

Kilmore Presbyterian Church  between 
1962 and 1981.   Credit: John T. Collins, 
State Library of Victoria

Free Presbyterian Church and manse, Kilmore, 1861.  
Credit: Vanheem and Co., photographers, 1861. State 
Library of Victoria
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and Presbyterians from many miles around joined together in worship.  
This was the first recorded Presbyterian service held in the district. For some years 
Mr. Gunn continued to make annual visits to Kilmore and other districts inland.

The Rev. James Forbes, the first minister at Scots’ Church, began to take an interest in 
the Presbyterian settlers around Kilmore in 1846, visiting on several occasions over 
time and conducting services in a local mill. Forbes had made moves to leave the 
Established Church of Scotland and join with the Free Church of Scotland, resigning 
from his charge at Scots’ Church in late 1846.

In 1850 a move began toward securing a minister for Kilmore and the Free Church 
Synod was approached regarding the possibility of a minister from Scotland. This 
was successful and the Rev. John Hume arrived in early October 1851. He was 
inducted into the charge of the Kilmore congregation in the Free Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria on 8th October. Mr. Hume entered enthusiastically into his 
congregational work,

Kilmore Presbyterian Church in 2014, at the time of its sale.  Credit: Stephen Morris, Open2view
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Two important events occurred in 1851: Victoria became a district colony separate 
from New South Wales; and the discovery of rich gold fields in Victoria had far-
reaching effects. In keeping with a trend across Victoria, a number of families in 
the Kilmore church went off to the gold diggings. Nevertheless the young church 
began to flourish.

The ministry of Mr. Hume was short as he was not robust, dying in September 1855. 
A school associated with the church had been established in 1852, but around 
this time a problem with the teacher resulted in dissention in the congregation 
regarding the management of the issue. After a period of vacancy the Rev. Andrew 
Maxwell was inducted into the charge. However the dissent in the congregation 
had not been resolved, resulting in a division with some leaving the church and 
forming another group. Mr. Maxwell of the Free Church ministered to the remaining 
congregation, now known as St. Georges. Those who had withdrawn from the 
church wrote to the Presbytery of Melbourne, stating their reasons for leaving and 
asking to be recognised as a separate congregation, St. Andrew’s. However the 
situation was not resolved immediately and services were held intermittently in the 

The interior of Kilmore Presbyterian church in 2014.  Credit:  Stephen Morris, Open2view
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old Mechanics’ Hall. Finally the Rev. Donald Macrae was inducted in late 1863 and 
it was during his ministry that the fine bluestone church was built to house the 
St. Andrew’s congregation. He was succeeded by the Rev. Robert Hunter in 1866. 
During his ministry the bitter feelings between the two congregations gradually 
disappeared, and overtures by the St. George’s congregation to St. Andrew’s  
began in 1878. After much patient work by representatives of both groups 
agreement was reached.

The united congregation was known as The Presbyterian Church of Kilmore, with 
the first worship service being conducted in August 1878 in the St. Andrew’s Church 
building. The manse associated with St. George’s became the minister’s home. The 
Rev. D.S. Maxwell was inducted into the charge and a short but excellent ministry 
followed. He was succeeded by the Rev. John Steel, who came to Kilmore from the 
Rokewood church, remaining there for 24 years. He had marked success in welding 
the two congregations into one cohesive church. The Kilmore church continued to 
thrive and flourish through the early years of the 20th century, with a succession of 
ministers highly regarded by their congregation.

The first church building in Kilmore was erected by the Free Church on the eastern 
side of the town. The foundation stone was laid in December 1852 and the first 
service in the completed building was conducted by the Rev. William Miller of Knox 
Church, Melbourne, in September 1853. This church, known as St. George’s, was 
of plain design with a belfry tower added in 1857. Following the union of the two 
congregations it was used as a Sunday school, and for social gatherings.

The second building, St. Andrew’s, later to become the Kilmore Presbyterian Church, 
was built of bluestone on a site to the western side of the town. The architect was 
Mr. Fleury and the builder Mr. James Proudfoot. The plans were approved in April 
1864 and the church opened for worship in 1865.

The Kilmore Presbyterian Church voted to remain continuing at the time of church 
union in 1977. However it did not continue to flourish, and the building was finally 
sold to private owners in 2014.

References: Historical Sketch of the Presbyterian Church of Kilmore: 1851 – 1926. Ramsay Publishing, Melbourne, 1926.
Standard or Free Presbyterian Magazine of Victoria, vol ii, pages 228 – 232, November 1860. ‘History of Presbyterianism 
in Kilmore’.
Real Estate; First National Kilmore: 3 Hamilton Street, Kilmore – Property Details, 2014.
Wikipedia: Kilmore, Victoria.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kilmore,_Victoria
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Samuel Jackson – Early Melbourne Architect and Artist

Samuel Jackson was an 
architect, artist, builder and 
pastoralist who established 
the first private architectural 
practice in Melbourne. The 
architect of the first Scots’ 
Church, built in the early 1840s, 
he drew a very large ‘Panoramic 
Sketch of Melbourne Port Phillip 
from the walls of Scots Church 
on the Eastern Hill’ from the 
parapet of the partly completed 
church on 30th July 1841.

Born in 1807, Jackson grew up in 
London. He sailed from there to 
Hobart Town in 1829, and initially 
set up in business as a builder 
in Launceston. Although he had 
no formal architectural training 
he soon established a busy 
architectural practice there.

In 1835 Samuel and his brother 
William came across to Port 

Phillip, seeing the possibilities in the area. They established a farming property in the 
Sunbury district. After four years there Samuel returned to Melbourne, where he set 
up his private architectural practice. In 1840 he was recorded as having an office and 
residence in Little Collins Street, at the rear of the present Scots’ Church. The buildings 
he designed included: St. Francis’ Roman Catholic Church, both the first structure in 
1839 and the Carpenter Gothic church in 1845; the first Scots’ Church building, in 
1841; and the Melbourne Hospital, from 1846 to 1848, to name just some of his works.

The ‘Panoramic Sketch of Melbourne’, consisting of a number of sketches from the 
walls of Scots’ Church, still under construction, were drawn by Jackson as he was 
seated inside a revolving barrel. The pencil sketches were made with the aid of a 
solar camera (or camera lucida). This is an optical device that projects an image of 

An etching of ‘Collins Street from Scotch Kirk’ by Henry Gilbert 
Jones, between 1841 and 1845, showing the completed building.  
Credit: State Library of Victoria

Jackson’s sketch from the partially built wall of Scots’ Church,  
looking north east.  Credit: State Library of Victoria
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the object being drawn on the surface upon which the artist is drawing, and aids in 
accurate rendering of perspective. The sketches were later enhanced with brushwork, 
and in total measured 5.48 metres by 45.7 centimetres (18 feet by 18 inches).  
The completed work formed one of the earliest panoramas of Melbourne.

Jackson subsequently moved 
to St. Kilda, where he built 
a larger residence. In July 
1847 he purchased Sandford 
Station, near Casterton, from 
Henry Henty. He married Mary 
Ann Lowther at St. James Old 
Cathedral, Melbourne in 1852. 
They had one daughter, Mary 
Ann. In the 1850s Jackson seems 
to have abandoned architecture  
and focussed on farming 
and property development, 
although he continued to live 
in Melbourne. In 1862 the family 
returned to England, where they 
lived in a Georgian mansion in 
Enfield, Middlesex. Jackson died 
in May 1876 and was buried in 
Highgate Cemetery, London.

The ‘Panoramic Sketch of 
Melbourne’, of July 1841 was first 
described in ‘The Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser’ on 5th August 1841. 
Engravings based on Jackson’s sketches appeared many years later in the ‘Australasian 
Sketcher’ of 18th April 1889. In 1892 artist John Hennings was commissioned by the 
Exhibition Trustees to paint a ‘cyclorama’, a circular panoramic image based on 
Jackson’s original sketches, to be displayed in the eastern annexe of the Exhibition 
building. Both the original ‘Panoramic Sketch of Melbourne’ and the painting by 
Hennings are held by the State Library of Victoria.

References: Australian Dictionary of Biography: Samuel Jackson, by P.R.S. Jackson, 1967. http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/
jackson-samuel-2266
Design and Art Australia Online: Samuel Jackson – biography. https://www.daao.org.au/bio/samuel-jackson/biography/
State Library of Victoria: Panoramic Sketch of Melbourne Port Phillip from the walls of Scots Church on the Eastern Hill July 30, 1841.   
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/

A view towards the southeast from Scots’, with Collins Street in the 
centre, by Jackson.  Credit: State Library of Victoria

A sketch from the Scots’ walls, with the view to the north west of the 
church.  Credit: State Library of Victoria
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Plants of the Bible

Nettles (Urtica pilulifera)

There are four species of true 
nettles found in Israel, all being 
common pests of waste places and 
fields. Also known as Roman nettle, 
Urtica pilulifera is widespread 
across Europe, the Mediterranean 
and the Middle East. It is an annual 
plant that grows to 0.6 metres in height; it flowers in the summer and the 
seeds ripen in autumn. The flowers are pollinated by wind.

The entire plant is covered with long hairs that are highly specialised. At the tip 
of each hair is a bulb-like structure that is broken at the slightest touch leaving  
a sharp point that easily penetrates the skin. At the base of the hair is a reservoir  
of irritant, chemically similar to ant stings, that escapes through the tip and into  
the victim. This results in a minor dermatitis or ‘urticaria’ that usually dissipates 
in about 30 minutes. The seeds are edible, but are also covered in hairs making 
harvesting hazardous.

There are six references to nettles (sometimes translated ‘briers’) in the Bible,  
all in the Old Testament, in most places associated with waste places and ruins.   
The references are: Job 30:7; Proverbs 24:30-31; Isaiah 55:13; Ezekiel 2:6; Hosea 9:6, 
and Zephaniah 2:9.

The nettle has edible uses, with the shoots and young leaves suitable to eat after 
being cooked, as the stinging hairs are destroyed in the process. The plant is very 
nutritious and is high in vitamins and minerals. It also has a long history of medicinal 
uses for a wide range of ailments. Other uses include the production of a flax-like 
fibre from the stems that may be used for string and cloth. A green dye is obtained 
from the leaves, and yellow dye from the root of the plant.

References: Flowers in Israel: Urtica pilulifera, Urtica dodarti, Roman nettle. http://www.flowersinisrael.com/
Urticapilulifera_page.htm
Old Dominion University Plant Site: Plants of the Bible: Nettles. http://ww2.odu.edu/~1musse1m/plant/bible/nettle.php
PFAF Plant Database: Urtica pilulifera.  http://www.pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?lLatinName=Urtica+pilulifera

Urtica pilulifera, showing small flowers, and abundant 
hairs covering leaves and seeds
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From the Archives Book Review

The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838-2013

This is the title of a book written 
by Rev. Dr Rowland S. Ward, 
published by The Scots’ Church 
in association with Australian 
Scholarly Publishing Pty Ltd, 
and launched by Prof. Geoffrey 
Blainey in 2014.

Rev. Douglas Robertson, in 
commending the book as a 
wonderful record of the heritage of 
Scots’ Church, its people and their 
stories, wrote as follows: -

‘The Scots’ Church in Melbourne 
was the first Presbyterian 
congregation established in 
Victoria, officially on 3rd February 
1838. The history of Scots’  
Church over 175 years since 
then includes a number of ups 
and downs: three times – in 1846, 
1883 and 1975 – a highly popular 
minister has left, either to start a 
new church or to join another. 
Yet the 1850s brought prosperity 
and the allegiance of many establishment families; a splendid new church building 
was erected in 1874; and by 1900, given that 40 per cent of Australian Presbyterians 
were living in Victoria, Scots’ had become the flagship Presbyterian Church in 
Australia. Indeed, it was regarded by some as having similar significance to Victorian 
Presbyterians as St Giles’ Church, Edinburgh, did to Presbyterians in Scotland.’

The book is available from the Welcome Desk, Information Table or the Church Office.

Judith Kilmartin
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Cities of the Bible

Thessalonica
Thessalonica (also known as 
Thessaloniki or Salonica) has a 
long history dating back to 315 
BC, when it was founded by the 
Macedonian King Cassander, and 
named after his wife Thessalonike, 
a half-sister of Alexander the Great. 
It developed rapidly, and had built 
protective city walls as early as the 
second century BC.

Following the fall of the Kingdom 
of Macedon in 168 BC Thessalonica 
became a city of the Roman Republic. 
It was located at the junction of two major Roman roads, the Egnatian Way leading 
eastwards, and another road from the Danube River to the Aegean Sea. In 146 BC 
it was made the capital and major port of the whole Roman province of Macedon. 
Following the Battle of Philippi it became a free city in 42 BC.

By about 50 AD Thessalonica had become one of the early centres of Christianity. 
Paul the Apostle visited the city on his second missionary journey. He had been 
at Philippi and travelled there by the Egnatian Way. He visited the city’s synagogue 
where he preached for three successive Sabbaths, basing his message on  
prophecies contained in the scriptures of the Old Testament. Some Jews were 
converted, together with many Gentiles including women of high social standing. 
However his success made many Jews jealous and Paul had to flee, first to Berea  
and then on further as the pursuit continued. He went on to Athens. It is almost certain 
that Paul returned to Thessalonica on his third missionary journey, and possibly 
several more times after this.

Paul wrote two letters to the church at Thessalonica, The First and Second Letters of 
Paul to the Thessalonians. There is wide consensus that these are believed to be the 
first of Paul’s epistles written by him and contained in the New Testament. They were 
addressed to a strong and flourishing church composed of Gentiles rather than Jews.

An aerial view of modern central Thessalonica
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Demetrius became patron saint of Thessalonica in 306 AD, following his martyrdom 
by the Emperor Galerius. A church dedicated to St. Demetrius was first built in the 
fifth century.

By the time of the fall of Rome in 476 AD Thessalonica was the second largest 
city of the Eastern Roman Empire. During the sixth and seventh centuries 
attempts were made by barbarians to invade the city, but were repelled. However 
Thessalonica was seized by Saracens in 904 AD. Nevertheless after it recovered 
under the Byzantine Empire it continued to expand and flourish. In 1430 AD it 
was captured by the Ottoman Empire, and remained under its control until 1912.  
Today it is the second largest city in Greece and the capital of Greek Macedonia.

There are numerous notable Byzantine monuments in Thessalonica forming a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. Other archaeological excavations include a large 
Roman forum, with two Roman baths and a small theatre. Some parts of the 
Imperial Roman Palace of Galerius have also survived, although much of ancient  
Thessalonica is located beneath the modern city.

The church of St. Demetrius,  in Byzantine style, rebuilt following a fire in 1917.   (Credit: Svilen Enev, Wikimedia 
Commons)
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References: Bible Places: Thessalonica. http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica/
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: Thessalonica.  http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/thessalonica.html
Wikipedia: History of Thessaloniki.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Thessaloniki
Wikipedia: Thessaloniki.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thessaloniki

 The Byzantine  city walls of Thessalonica

The excavated ruins of the Roman Agora, or meeting place
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A National Memorial to The Boer War

On Wednesday 31st May 2017 the dedication of the long-awaited National 
Boer War Memorial by the Governor General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, took place in 
Canberra. It consists of four magnificent bronzes depicting mounted infantry, 
one and a half times life size, created by Melbourne sculptor Louis Laumen. 
One of our Scots’ members, Beverley Aberline, has followed the progress of 
this memorial with great interest. Her late husband Ron, had a great uncle, 
Alexander McFarlane Aberline, who served in the Boer War with F Squadron, 
New South Wales Imperial Bushmen, was wounded and lost his life as a result 
on 4th October 1900 at the age of 20 years.

The Boer War, between the Boer republics and Great Britain, broke out on 11th 
October 1899 and concluded with a peace treaty on 31st May 1902. Although 
Australian Federation did not occur until 1901, Australians from the various states  
soon became involved. At the time of Federation the new Federal government 
supported continued involvement as it was seen as reinforcing our first strategic 
alliance – with the British Empire. Over 16,000 served in Australian contingents,  

The  Boer War Memorial Canberra.  Credit: Peter Ellis, 3 June 2017



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A u g u s t  2 0 1 7

P A G E  3 5

and up to a further 7,000 men and 
women in British and South African units.  
It was the first conflict in which Australian women 
served in uniform and in which Australian women 
would die on active service. It was also the first time 
members of the Australian aboriginal community 
served on active service. Approximately 1,000 
Australians lost their lives during the campaign. 

Matthew Alexander McFarlane Aberline was born 
on 14th September 1880 at Keilambete, Terang,  
Victoria to Janet and James Aberline. The family 
moved to Hay in 1887 and his father James died 
soon afterwards, leaving Janet with all the children 
and Alexander just six or seven years old. He later 
became a labourer and station hand. When the 
Boer War broke out Alexander enlisted as a trooper.  
His regiment embarked at Sydney on the transport 
ship ‘Armenian’ on 23rd April 1900. Alexander took 
his horse and dog with him.

On 28th September 1900 the regiment were 
scouting near Lichtenburg when they encountered 
Boers at a farmhouse. The Bushmen galloped 
away, but several men were shot and wounded, 
including Alexander. The wounded were taken to 
the Lichtenburg Hospital where a kind Boer nurse, 
Edith Matthews, aged 19 years, cared for Alexander 
and the other soldiers. Alexander did not recover, 
and died some days later, on 4th October. He was 
awarded the Queen’s South Africa Medal with 
Rhodesia and Transvaal clasps.

Following Alexander’s death, Edith Matthews wrote 
a most moving letter to Janet Aberline, then in 
Melbourne. The letter was read out in the Fitzroy 
Baptist Church, where his sisters worshipped, and 
was also published in a Melbourne newspaper.  
Some extracts from Edith’s letter: The Memorial Card for Alexander Aberline

Alexander Aberline in full uniform
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‘After waiting for a month, at last I have obtained your address. I thought you might 
be glad to hear from one who, though an utter stranger to you, yet God granted to 
be at the bedside of your dying son, and before I tell you of him I want to tender 
my sympathy to you and your family. I know such a loss must be very great.  
I might mention that I am not a professional nurse, only an amateur trying my little  
for my country and my people. The hospital belongs to the so called Boers….

We all expected him to pull through, but God willed it otherwise. I tried everything 
to make his last hours pleasant and everything I thought you would have done had 
you been with him…. I remained at his bed holding his hand until he died…. Tell his 
sisters that I tried to be a sister to him. I am only nineteen and he twenty, so he must 
have adopted me for one, and we try to be even kinder to patients coming from the 
other side, because their loved ones are so far.

We had him buried in 
the graveyard, his name 
marked with a cross on 
which is written his name 
and regiment. His coffin 
was covered with beautiful 
wreaths. I attended to his 
grave as if it were one of 
my own people, so don’t 
trouble about that. I pray 
God that He will comfort 
you all, as He alone can 
comfort.’ 

Alexander is buried in the Lichtenburg cemetery, where Edith and the Matthews 
family placed flowers on his grave for many years. Edith Matthews later married and 
sadly died in childbirth before she was 30. 

The story of Alexander and Edith is included in the book, ‘The Australians at the Boer 
War’, by R.L. Wallace, published by The Australian War Memorial and The Australian 
Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1976.

References: Monumentally Speaking: National Boer War Memorial Association Newsletter for NSW, SA, WA and ACT, No. 30, 
February 2017, page 3. ‘Why are we involved in this memorial project?’, David Deasey.
Murray, P.L. Official Records of the Australian Military Contingents to the War in South Africa.
Wallace, R.L. ‘The Australians at the Boer War’.  The Australian War Memorial and The Australian Government Publishing Service, 
Canberra, 1976.
The assistance of Mrs. Beverley Aberline in the preparation of this article is acknowledged.

Alexander’s grave, in the war cemetery at Lichtenburg
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Josiah Wedgwood – more than a potter!

Many of you will know, or may have in 
your home, the beautiful pottery produced 
by Wedgwood. You may not be aware 
that Josiah Wedgwood, who set up his 
own pottery in the mid-18th century, was 
a deeply humane person who provided 
accommodation for his workers, and who 
was a prominent advocate for the abolition 
of slavery. He is also credited with 
industrialising the manufacture of pottery.

Wedgwood was born in Burslem, Staffordshire 
in 1730, the youngest of 11 children, into a 
family of potters. He was the grandson of 
a Unitarian minister and himself an active 
Unitarian. Following his father’s death, he 
began work at just nine years of age in the 
pottery of his elder brother Thomas. An attack 

of smallpox in childhood left him weakened, but he continued to develop and expand 
his skills in the field.

After leaving his brother’s pottery and working with others for some time, he opened 
his own works, ultimately building a new factory at Etruria, near Stoke-on-Trent.  
It was here that he built a village where the workers 
and their families could live in decent surroundings. 
Wedgwood greatly improved the household crockery 
available at that time, and also experimented with 
many blends of materials and patterns to produce a 
wide range of highly prized wares.

A prominent slavery abolitionist, Wedgwood  
mass-produced cameos depicting the seal for 
the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and had them widely distributed.  Many of 
these cameos, with a black figure against a white 
background, were worn by ladies as bracelets, and 
or as pins in their hair, and became fashionable, thus 

Design of the anti-slavery medallion 
created by Wedgwood in 1887

Portrait of Josiah Wedgwood by Joshua Reynolds, 
18th century
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promoting this worthwhile cause. This Wedgwood 
medallion became the most celebrated image of 
a dark-skinned person in 18th century art. Josiah 
Wedgwood actively participated in the cause from 
1787 until his death in 1795.

Wedgwood also made a Sydney Cove Medallion, 
commemorating the landing of the First Fleet 
in 1788, using a sample of clay from the cove.  
It included the motto: ‘Hope encouraging Art and 
Labour, under the influence of Peace, to pursue 
the employments necessary to give security and 
happiness to an infant settlement’.

References:  
BBC History. Josiah Wedgwood (1730 – 1795.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/wedgwood_josiah.shtml
Stoke-on-Trent Architecture. Villages of Vision.  http://www.thepotteries.org/heritage/villages3.htm
Wikipedia. Josiah Wedgwood. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josiah_Wedgwood

The Sydney Cove Medallion, created by 
Wedgwood to commemorate the First 
Fleet landing in 1788

A blue jasperware teapot circa 1840 produced by Wedgwood, now in the Chazen Museum of Art, Wisconsin, USA. 
Credit: Daderot, 2013
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The Presbytery of Jerusalem

The Church of Scotland has several presbyteries outside Scotland, including 
the Presbytery of Jerusalem. This consists of St. Andrew’s Memorial Church, 
Jerusalem and St. Andrew’s Church in Tiberias, Galilee. There is also an 
associated school, Tabeetha School, in Jaffa. This is an English language school 
where Christian, Jewish and Muslim children are all welcome. 

St. Andrew’s Church, 
Jerusalem was built as 
a memorial to Scottish 
soldiers who were killed 
during fighting in this 
region in World War I, 
when the Ottoman rule 
over Palestine came to 
an end. In December 
1917 General Allenby 
entered the Old City 
of Jerusalem, marking 
the commencement 
of British rule over 
Palestine. The British, 
who governed first by 

military rule and later by mandate until Israel’s independence in 1948, set up their 
administrative centre in Jerusalem. The city began to develop from a provincial town 
into a modern city, with active building programs beginning almost immediately.

An Edinburgh shipowner and church elder, Ninian Hill, was the leader in the campaign 
for a memorial church. The foundation stone was laid by the now Field Marshall Lord 
Allenby on 7th May 1927 and was opened in 1930 with Ninian Hill as the first minister. 
The church with its accompanying hospice or guest house provided a temporary 
home for the sizeable Scottish population who lived and worked in Jerusalem during 
the years the British were there. The church was also important for soldiers serving 
with Scottish regiments in Palestine during the period of the mandate and through 
World War II.

With the end of the British mandate and the establishment of the State of Israel in 
1948, there was a dramatic reduction in the number of Scots working in Jerusalem. 

A recent photo of St. Andrew’s Church showing one of the distinctive ‘Crusader’ 
windows.  Credit: Paul Arps, 2013
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St. Andrew’s also found itself close 
to the line politically dividing 
Jerusalem; it was cut off from the 
Christian community in the Old 
City, and from the majority of the 
holy sites. Following the outbreak of 
hostilities between Jewish and Arab 
forces, the church found itself in the 
middle of this conflict. The minister 
at the time, the Rev. William Clark 
Kerr, remained with the church 
throughout this time, conducting 
Sunday services, and flying the flag of the St. Andrew’s Cross above the church and 
manse. The hospice operated only intermittently during this period.

Following the Six Day War in 1967, when St. Andrew’s was again in the firing line, 
Jerusalem was physically united and there was access once more to the holy sites. 
This resulted in a gradual increase in pilgrim traffic coming to the church and hospice, 
and a ministry to these visitors became a central focus of St. Andrew’s Church.

In recent times formal partnerships have been created between the Church of 
Scotland and Episcopal and Evangelical Lutheran churches in Jerusalem, in order to 
engage more fully and effectively with the contemporary problems of the Holy Land. 
The church and guest house are administered, owned and managed by the World 
Mission Council of the Church of Scotland.

St. Andrew’s was built to the design of architect Clifford Holliday, and is described 
as having clean, plain lines. The building incorporates both oriental and western 
elements, including beautiful Armenian tiles outside the entrance to the church 
and guest house. The church looks over the valley to the walls of the Old City of  
Jerusalem, and is built beside ancient tombs on the road to Bethlehem. A weekly  
Sunday service of communion is held, with all welcome to join in tea and coffee 
following worship. 

St. Andrew’s Church, Tiberias, is an ecumenical English speaking church in the heart 
of the ancient city. An evening service is held each Sunday, with the congregation 
consisting of local members and many pilgrims and visitors.

References:  
St. Andrew’s Memorial Church, Jerusalem.  http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/
Tabeetha School in Jaffa.  http://www.tabeethaschool.org/english/history.html
Wikipedia: St. Andrew’s Church, Jerusalem. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Andres’s_Church,_Jerusalem

The Memorial Church of St. Andrew’s in the 1930s, soon after its 
completion
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Across

5. Jesus began to speak in ____________
7. Where did Jesus sit and watch people

making an offering?
8. To what leader from the Old Testament

did the Sadducees refer?
10. Jesus said 'He is not the God of the

dead, but of the --------.'
11. Whom did Jesus say had contributed the

largest offering?
12. The Pharisees and ______________

tried to trap Jesus.

Down

1. What did the man who planted a
vineyard do with it? (2 words)

2. Of whom did Jesus warn the people in
his teaching?

3. Jesus was asked whether it was lawful
to pay taxes to ________.

4. About what did the Sadducees ask
Jesus?

6. Jesus quoted: 'The stone the builders
rejected has become the _______.

9. What happened to the servant who
returned to the vineyard the third time?
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Across
5.  Jesus began to speak in  
 _____________.

7.  Where did Jesus sit and  
 watch people making an 
  offering?

8.  To what leader from the Old 
  Testament did the Sadducees 
  refer?

10.  Jesus said  ‘He is not the  
 God of the dead, but of the 
  _____________.

11.  Whom did Jesus say had 
  contributed the largest  
 offering?

12.  The Pharisees and 
  _____________  tried to trap 
  Jesus.

Down
1.  What did the man who 
  planted a vineyard do with it?  
 (2 words)

2.  Of whom did Jesus warn the 
  people in his teaching?

3.  Jesus was asked whether  
 it was lawful to pay taxes to  
  _____________ .

4.  About what did the  
 Sadducees ask Jesus?

6.  Jesus quoted: ‘The stone the 
  builders rejected has become  
 the  _____________ .

9.  What happened to the  
 servant who returned to the  
 vineyard the third time?
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