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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Assistant Minister   Mr Greg Matthews 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk/Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Miss D.R. Anstee AM DSJ 9650 9903
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convenor, Planned Giving/Christian Education Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Pot Pourri
Congratulations

Birthday greetings to Duncan Robertson, who turned 
18 on 12th August. Alison’s parents, Karen and Ian 
Macdonald, have been visiting from Scotland to join in 
the celebrations.  
 

Best wishes to Margaret and Dennis Conradi,  
who recently celebrated their  
50th wedding anniversary.

Congratulations to choir member Arzu Yuvarlak and  
Jonathan Danaher, who were married at Scots’ Church  
on 12th August. 

Other news

The August Sausage Sizzle raised $551.55 for the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. The usual team were 
helped by employees of the Melbourne Office of 
C.B.R.E. as part of their community service.  

In Memoriam

Our sincere condolences are extended to the family and friends of two members of 
Scots’ Church who recently passed away.

Jessie Tait died on 22nd July 2017, with her funeral being conducted by the Rev. 
Douglas Robertson at Yarck on 28th July.

Cathie McIntosh died on 21st August 2017.  Her funeral was held at Scots’ Church  
on 4th September.

Lois Taylor

Duncan Robertson celebrates 
his 18th birthday

The Sausage Sizzle team, August 2017



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

P A G E  A

A0538 Scots Leaflet Dec16 text printready.indd   forei 25/11/2016   7:35:27 AM

Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Senior  Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson

Dear Friends,

October 31 is Reformation Day, not one of the better 
known commemoration days in our annual calendar. 
It recalls the day 500 years ago when Martin Luther, 
a Roman Catholic priest and professor of theology, 
famously nailed his “95 Theses” to the door of a 
church in Wittenberg, Germany. It led to Luther being 

excommunicated from the church, along with many others across Europe who found 
that they could no longer reconcile the abuse of authority and the accumulation 
of material wealth of The Church, with what they were discovering of God, his Son  
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

This discovery came largely through a new found passion amongst the Reformers 
for the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament. It seems incredible to us that 
Christian believers for many generations leading up to this point had been denied 
direct access to and knowledge of the Bible, but it’s true. Only Latin was authorised 
for Bible reading in public worship and liturgy. Most people could not understand  
it and virtually nobody, except priests and lawyers, could read it. They therefore only  
knew as much of the Christian faith as their priest was willing or able to tell them.

The great increase in Biblical literacy that spread like wildfire across many nations 
was facilitated by one very significant piece of new technology – the printing press. 
Invented by Johannes Guttenberg in the 1440s, this meant that manuscripts could be 
mass produced for the first time. By the time Martin Luther came along, he and the 
other Reformers had at their disposal a means of putting the Scriptures into the hands 
of ordinary people in a way that simply hadn’t been possible previously.

The printing press spurred on the Renaissance as well as the Reformation, two 
movements that radically altered European culture, dragging us out of the Dark Ages 
and into the modern world of education, democracy, limitations on monarchy or 
nobility, human rights, social responsibility, and the Industrial Revolution that was to 
follow soon enough.
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The Christian Scriptures were central in all of that, 
a radical document that challenged authority 
and promoted the value of every individual, while 
calling us into a community of shared responsibility 
for one another. These same Scriptures  
continue to be radical and challenging.

I’ve often reflected on what the world would be 
like if we actually took seriously simple pearls 
of wisdom like this, from the reading in Romans 
13 that we had in church recently: “Owe no 
one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” 
Or this one from Colossians 3: “Put on then, as  
God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint  
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”

Perhaps we need to spend more time meditating on these and other Scriptures,  
which we are incredibly privileged to have readily available to us. This is a gift  
that we have inherited from the Reformation which took seriously Paul’s injunction 
to Timothy that, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.” [2 Timothy 3:16 ESV]

Wishing you every blessing,

Douglas

Commemorative doors at All Saints’ Church, 
Wittenberg, were installed on Luther’s 375th 
birthday in 1858.  Credit: AlterVista, May 2006

For kids quiz solution Biblical Crossword Solution

Matthew Chapter 10
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Matthew Chapter 10
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Across

1. Jesus said he did not come to bring
peace, but the __________

2. Who was the tax collector called by
Jesus?

6. Over what did Jesus give the disciples
authority? (2 words)

8. How many disciples did Jesus call?
10. The disciples were sent to the lost sheep

of ____________
12. What the disciples heard whispered they

were to proclaim where?

Down

1. Name the first disciple Jesus called. (2
words)

3. A disciple is not above his
______________

4. Jesus said that whoever loses his life for
his sake will ____________ (2 words)

5. Name the disciple who later betrayed
Jesus.

7. Jesus said that whoever endures to the
end will be _________

9. The disciples were sent out as sheep
among what?

11. Jesus said that a laborer deserves what?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Hidden  message: HAVE NO FEAR
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Friendship and the Power of Conversationi 

It is the evening of September 19, 1931. 
Three men stroll down Addison’s Walk, a picturesque 
footpath that runs along Magdalen College in Oxford. 
Two of the men, C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, are 
engaged in  deep conversation.

Both are 30 ‘something’ war veterans, both teach and 
lecture at Oxford colleges, both love old literature; two close friends, but almost 
opposites.  Lewis is thickset.  His clothes loose and shabby.  His voice booms. Tolkien is 
slender, dresses classy, speaks elusively.   Lewis is more brash.  Tolkien is more reserved.   
Tolkien is a Christian.  Lewis is an atheist.  Although Lewis is starting to soften towards 
God, and that is partly due to his friendship with Tolkien. And partly due to this 
growing nagging sense in Lewis, that he had been stubbornly keeping something at 
bay in his life, that he wasn’t entirely sure that he wanted to embrace.  He said. ‘I have 
never experienced looking for God.’ He said later, ‘It was the other way around for me.’   
The other person in that trio was Hugo Dyson, who was also an academic and, like 
Tolkien, a Christian.  

That night, Lewis laid out before Tolkien and Dyson his struggles with Christianity.  He 
struggled to see how the life and death of someone else, whoever he was, 2,000 years 
ago, could help us in the here and now.  They listened to Lewis. Tolkien explained that 
the story of Jesus Christ was totally different to the myths and legends that Lewis had 
been dealing with in his courses. It was different, said Tolkien, because the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus occurred in history.  Jesus had come into real historical time 
to live out a story that actually happened.  And over a period of time, C.S. Lewis came 
to faith in Christ.  He said, ‘My long talk that night with Dyson and Tolkien had a great 
deal to do with it.’

Is there anything more life changing than friendship. Why is friendship so powerful?

What is friendship?

At the beginning of John Chapter 15 Jesus speaks about his relationship to his disciples 
through the metaphor of a vine and branches.  However from verse 9, instead of Jesus 
calling the disciples ‘my branches’ he calls them ‘my  friends’ or ‘my disciples’ – verse 
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13 ‘my friends’, verse 15 ‘friends’. 
Jesus also uses the phrase ‘abide 
in me,’ ‘remain in me.’ There’s this 
enticing closeness. 1 Samuel 18:1 
says ‘The soul of Jonathan was  
knit to the soul of David.’ (ESV). The 
idea of souls knitted together is the 
Biblical imagery of friendship.  

What does it mean for souls to be 
knitted together?
It is common loves, common 
passions, common beliefs, 
common interests.  C.S. Lewis, who 
possibly wrote the greatest essay 
on friendship in the English language, said, ‘Friends stand side by side absorbed in a 
common interest.’ ii

How do friendships start? Friendship happens when we share something with 
a person, and they respond:  ‘I thought the same thing.’ There is something shared.  
This is the beginning of friendship.

And from John 15 Jesus teaches us two disciplines that can turn would-be friends 
into real friends and into life-long friends.  

The first quality of friendship is vulnerable transparency.  In John 15:15 Jesus says 
‘No longer do I call you servants… for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you.’   Jesus says, ‘I am not treating you like a servant’.  Friends tell each other 
secrets.  Friends open up.  Friends let you in.  Friends show you what they are like.  
Transparency in friendship is the ability to take and receive criticism well. 
Proverbs 27:17 says ‘Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.’  
In other words there may be something that you need to hear – and the person who 
you are most likely to hear it from – is a long time trusted friend. 

The second quality of friendship in John 15 is sacrificial loyalty.
In verse 10 Jesus says ‘If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.’ Friendship is about 
remaining. Sticking with people through thick and thin and in the most practical 
ways. Friends make time for each other.  It can be difficult to make time for each other.  
And more than that - you stick with your friends even when they are going through 
difficulties.

Addison’s Walk, Magdalen College, Oxford.   
(Wikimedia commons)
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Proverbs 17:17 ‘A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.’ 

We like the idea of vulnerable transparency – but transparency is scary. We like to 
receive sacrificial loyalty – but it’s hard because it’s draining.iii

This all raises a queston:  how can we have such friendships? In John 15:13 Jesus 
says:  ‘Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.’  
Jesus is not talking theory here – because  Jesus was about to die on the cross.   
The cross is the ultimate act of friendship. His arms are nailed open. How much  
more a faithful, sacrificial friend  could he be than to go to the cross? And to know 
that we have Jesus as our friend, means that we have the ultimate friend.  

So in a digital screen world, what does friendship look like? Good conversation is a 
precious gift that we should not relinquish to our digital screens.  So what does it take 
to develop good conversation that may ignite such rich friendship?

Good conversation takes time and is regular. Good conversation is open ended.   
It doesn’t have to take a smooth course. Good conversation needs a space.  Lewis and 
Tolkien and others were a part of the famous ‘inklings.’ They met at Magdalen College 
at Lewis’ lodgings on Thursday evenings, and the Eagle and Child Pub at midday on 
Tuesdays, to chat, and to read each other’s works. Good conversation needs sustained 
attention. Good conversations are collaborative. The whole is much bigger than the 
sum of the parts. Good conversations feed from our personal times of solitude and 
self-reflection.  Lewis was able to share his questions about Christianity with Tolkien 
and Dyson, because his own times of personal contemplation were throwing up 
questions.

Recently, I had two close friends killed in a car accident; Keith (96 yrs) and Gwenda 
Lewis (80 yrs). Keith was a member of a Nobel Prize for Chemistry winning team and 
Gwenda a Fulbright Scholar, members of St Paul’s Armidale, NSW.  The sunroom of 
their house, was a place of lively conversation.  I was never sure where a conversation 
would end.   I preached on friendship and John 15 at their memorial service, because 
their friendship and their  conversation have been precious in my life. 

Richard

iBased on Brett and Kate McKay | November 2, 2015 The Power of Conversation: A Lesson from CS Lewis and JRR Tolkien.  I am 
not sure who sent me this article.  
iiC.S. Lewis The Four Loves.  Chapter on Friendship, p73 Collins Signature Classics Edition 2012. 
iiiI first heard these two disciplines of friendship years ago from Timothy Keller, who encouraged me to read C.S. Lewis’ essay on 
Friendship in The Four Loves.  
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Assistant  Minister
Mr. Greg Matthews

Running the Race

How are we to live as Christians? When we come to 
faith, is that all there is to living as a Christian?

Corinth was the home of the Isthmian Games. It was 
held every two years in Corinth. The Games were held 
in great regard, being considered second only to the 
Olympic Games held every four years in Athens. The 

athletes would train hard for the games, and if they won, they would receive a wreath 
of pine and praise from the crowds. The games attracted huge attention, and much 
of the city would have been whipped into a sporting frenzy as the competition date 
approached, much the way Melbourne gets excited about the AFL grand-final.

Paul in his letter to the Corinthians writes,

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?  
So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do 
it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly;  
I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, 
lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
(ESV)

Paul compares the life of a Christian to a race. He is talking about how we grow as 
Christians. He is talking about a progression in Christian life that moves us from the 
unrepentant, depraved sinners that we were, towards a people that is godly in their 
ways, and Christ centred in their hearts. Such changes require effort on our part. In 
order to finish the race well, we must run it.

Athletes train and exercise self-discipline only for a chance to win a prize, and even 
then, it is a prize which fades. But for a Christian, the race is one that brings eternal 
rewards, and there isn’t only one winner, but there will be many. So, if athletes can be 
prepared to work so hard to have such a small chance to win something that is so 
temporary, then surely Christians should desire to exercise self-control and pursue 
Godly living with even greater effort.

Paul tells the Corinthians to run the race. They had stopped running. He could see that 
the church in Corinth was not progressing as it should. Their eyes were not on Christ 
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and eternal rewards, instead they were satisfied living in their wretched state. They 
were comfortable with themselves and were not growing in the fruits of the Spirit. It 
is a dangerous place to be, even as one who professes faith in Jesus Christ. At best, it 
means the displeasure of Christ and a setting a bad example for others. At worst, it 
means the faith we have isn’t real, because by our actions we demonstrate that we 
don’t really believe what we say we believe.

Are you standing still in your Christian life? Are you seeing the benefits of the Holy 
Spirit working in your life? Are you growing as a Christian? Are you looking forward to 
meeting your Lord and Saviour, as you cross that finish line and hearing him say “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.”? 

Lift your eyes to finish line, look to Christ who stands there granting imperishable 
crowns of righteousness to those who persevere in faith, and rewarding those who 
have run well.

Greg

Ancient Corinth

Ancient Corinth was a city-state located on 
the Isthmus of Corinth, a narrow stretch of 
land joining the mainland of Greece and the 
Peloponnese. The modern town is located 
about five kilometres from the ancient ruins.

One of the most important centres of ancient 
Greece, Corinth was demolished by the Romans 
in 146 BC. They built a new city in its place 
about 100 years later. It had a mixed population of Romans, Greeks and Jews.  
The old city declined from the sixth century AD onwards.

There are many references to Corinth in the New Testament, especially in 
connection with the mission of Paul the Apostle to the region. Traditionally 
the church of Corinth is believed to have been founded by Paul, making it an 
Apostolic See. Paul wrote at least two epistles or letters to the church at Corinth; 
some scholars believe that at least two more may have been lost.

References: Wikipedia. Ancient Corinth.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Corinth

Excavations revealing part of ancient 
Corinth. (Wikimedia commons)
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 Minister , Indonesian Congregation 
The Rev. Christian Tirtha

    Journeying with the Galatians: A Reflection

This October has a special place for most Reformed and 
Presbyterian churches around the world. This is the year 
when we celebrate God’s faithfulness and outpouring 
of his grace on what is now known as the Protestant 
Reformation of 1517. Five hundred years on the world 
seems like a different place to what our Reformation 
forbears found themselves in. Or is it?

In the spirit of Reformation, the Indonesian Christian Church planned a sermon 
series that seek to help the congregation to rediscover “the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). The Bible exposition based on Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians ran from March and concluded in August. The letter itself is relatively short 
(you could read it through in less than half hour), but its impact has been known to be 
long lasting. One of the Reformers, Martin Luther, has famously said that, “The epistle to 
the Galatians is my epistle. To it I am as it were in wedlock. It is my Catherine (Luther’s 
wife).” A few centuries on, the late Reformed theologian James M. Boice said, “Not 
many books have made such as lasting impression on men’s minds as the Epistle of 
Paul to the Galatians, nor have many done so much to shape the history of the Western 
world.”

Perhaps what makes the letter to the Galatians so endearing is that its focus is on the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, hence the title of our series “No Other Gospel”. On the surface 
of it, this might seem to sound a little bit cheeky, isn’t it? We are part of the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria after all, even in our own context many of our members come from 
churches in Indonesia with long and rich Reformation heritage. Why do we need to be 
reminded that there’s only one gospel? 

We need to be reminded because a church that has neglected the gospel is a church 
that is on the brink of dying. Theologian Donald Carson has been known to warn 
churches by saying that whereas the first generation believe the gospel and its 
entailments (cultural, social, economic, political etc.), the next generation tend to 
assume the gospel and yet identify with the entailments, and the following generation 
tend to deny the gospel and make the gospel out of the entailments. We end up having 
churches that are not running on the gospel as the main thing, but on other peripheral 
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issues that eclipse the gospel. Indeed, it only takes one generation for a church to 
decay, and eventually die.

The gospel is the good news of God’s grace in Jesus Christ given freely towards wrath-
deserving sinners, so that they might become his children. It is grace from beginning 
to end. It has been the way God works throughout history, including the Old Testament. 
Paul in Galatians repeatedly brings us back to Old Testament characters and events, 
simply to point out that God’s initiating and sustaining grace is the primary force 
behind his saving work. The whole Bible points towards God’s act of redemption 
through an appointed Mediator, which culminates in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Reformers lived in an era where the church has practically denied the gospel by 
thinking that Christ alone is not enough—they must do ‘their part’ by following certain 
rules and tradition, to be certain of their faith. I’d like to submit that our danger today is 
no less serious. Every now and then I’d like to ask people why they are Christians in the 
first place. Invariably, they’d mention something alongside growing up in a Christian 
family and the blessings that they enjoy as Christians—but very little on God’s grace, 
let alone the significance of Christ’s death on their behalf. 

Coming out from preaching the series alongside with Sen, as well as talking with 
various members of our congregation, I have come up with several simple reflections:

Clarity. Are we clear on the gospel? Are we able to articulate it with clarity, first to 
ourselves, and to others? Is the gospel front and centre in our thinking? Galatians is a 
good letter to start reading, meditating, and talking about.

Conviction. Is the gospel of Christ our deepest source of joy and comfort? How is the 
gospel impacting our personal interaction with others? How we respond and react 
towards daily life situations really show the kind of gospel we believe in.

Suffering. Do we embrace the suffering that comes from living out and sharing the 
gospel? Are we ready to be rejected, shunned, labelled as overtly self-righteous or 
indulgent? 

People. Do we take part in living out the gospel among God’s people? Do we seek 
others to embrace the gospel? 

I ask the questions above firstly for myself—but I trust we are not alone in this. After 
all, we are part of God’s church—God’s gospel-people, if I may put it that way. Once we 
lose the gospel, we practically have lost our core identity.
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As I am writing this article, we have commenced a new series titled “Reformation 500: 
Church Reformed, Always Reforming” where we seek to teach various aspects of the 
Reformed faith and their implications for today. My prayer is that we may not lose sight 
of the gospel, of Jesus Christ himself. Or as Simon Manchester summarized the letter to 
the Galatians, “If you move away from the gospel, you move away from Christ.”

Christian

Galatia

Ancient Galatia was an area in the highlands 
of central Anatolia in modern Turkey. The 
name originates from Gauls who migrated 
from Thrace and settled there in the third 
century BC, where they became the ruling 
class. The capital of Galatia was Ancyra 
(modern day Ankara, the capital of Turkey).

An independent state, ancient 
Galatia was inhabited by three 
Gaulish tribes, each with a city centre.  
They continued to exist as a distinct race and 
imposed their language on all the people. 
They adopted the country’s religion beside 
their own, which they retained until the early 
second century AD.

Galatia was incorporated into the Roman Empire by Augustus in 25 BC, when 
it became a Roman province. Paul the Apostle visited Galatia on his missionary 
journeys, later writing to the Christians there in his Epistle to the Galatians. He 
regarded the various churches in Galatia as one group, exposed to the same 
influences and changing together.

The Galatians were still speaking the Galatian language in the time of St. 
Jerome (347 to 420 AD), but they seem to have been finally absorbed into the 
Greek speaking population of Anatolia some time after this.

References: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Galatia. http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/
galatia.html   Wikipedia. Galatia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galatia

Ruins of part of the Temple of 
Augustus in the ancient city of Ancyra.   
(Wikimedia Commons)



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

P A G E  1 1

Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

The right answer to the wrong question

At St Stephen’s we’ve been working through a 
sermon series I’ve called With a Mighty Hand and an  
Outstretched Arm. It deals with some of the many 
dramatic episodes in the book of Exodus, and their 
relevance and application to us as the “Israel of God” of 
the New Covenant.

One such episode is Moses’ encounter with God on Mount Horeb, when God speaks  
to Moses from a burning hush that is not consumed, and gives Moses his commission 
to confront Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  (Exodus 3)

In meditating on this remarkable incident, so full of symbolism that resonates 
throughout church history, it struck me that there is a deliberate disconnect in the 
dialogue between Moses and God.

“Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, 
out of Egypt,” God tells Moses.  (Ex. 3:10, ESV)

At this point in his life, Moses is a runaway prince of Egypt; a fugitive from justice who 
killed an Egyptian overseer, hid his body and fled to Midian as a refugee.  There he 
marries and becomes a shepherd of his father-in-law’s flock.

It’s understandable that his response to God’s announced intention should be 
sceptical.  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out 
of Egypt?”  That’s the sort of reaction many of us instinctively have when it seems that 
God is placing some impossible task on our hearts. Who am I to do such a difficult/
daunting/scary thing?  I don’t have the strength/wisdom/courage/resilience for what 
you want, God.

God answers Moses, but he doesn’t answer his specific question.  That’s because it’s the 
wrong question.  It’s not about who Moses is, or who you or I am.  It’s about who God is, 
and what God is capable of bringing about through whoever he chooses for his work 
and his purposes.
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God’s answer to Moses is all Moses needs to know, and it should be all we need to 
know, too.  “But I will be with you,” he promises.  (Ex. 3:12a)  It’s the right answer to the 
wrong question.

Philip

On 24 August, Rev Philip Court and Elder Bob Farquharson met with several young adult members of St Stephen’s to 
get their feedback and explore ideas for the future.  It was a lively and positive evening which will soon be bearing fruit 
in the life of the church

The regulars and volunteers at the Presbyterian 
& Scots’ Church Joint Mission’s Flemington 
outreach recently helped Margaret Conradi 
celebrate her 50th wedding anniversary in 
style.  Margaret is the longest serving member 
of the Mission’s Committee of Management 
and, along with husband Dennis, the hardest 
working.  Dennis was not there when this 
surprise cake was presented to Margaret.   
He was doing something else for somebody 
else.  No surprises there
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It’s just amazing how things work out sometimes!

It’s just great to get this opportunity of 
sharing with our friends at Scots’ Church 
about how things are going as I settle 
into my new ministerial post at Highgate 
United Reformed Church. It was no 
secret that Gwen and I had enjoyed our 
five years with you all so much that 
we found it hard to leave in July 2016.   
So, wanting to try out our new Aussie 
passports, it was less than a year later 
we made a return trip to Melbourne 
in March 2017 to catch up with all our 
mates.

By this time, I had been offered the post 
of minister at Highgate United Reformed 
Church, and the official Welcome Service 
took place on Sunday 21st May - a 
wonderful celebration attended by many 
family and friends (including two surprise 
visitors from Scots’ Church - Paul and 
Andrew!).

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord …..” (Jeremiah 29: 11 ESV)   
It’s just amazing how things work out 
sometimes!  We had no idea what the next 
stage of life was going to hold for us, so we 
count ourselves very fortunate that things 
have worked out so well.

First, we now find ourselves as part of a caring, supportive fellowship at Highgate 
United Reformed Church.  It’s a small congregation, but they have a real drive and 
a vision for growth.  And we’re immensely encouraged by the fact that, in the Bible,  
it often seems to be the way in which God works, and that is through small things -

Rae Anstee enjoyed catching up with David and Gwen 
at Highgate when visiting London recently
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• 1 Kings 19: 1 - 12  -  ‘the Lord was not in the strong wind,… earthquake or … fire  
 … but in the still, small voice.’

• Matthew 17: 20 -  ‘if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed …  nothing will be  
 impossible to you.’

We are already beginning to build relationships with individuals and community 
agencies, and the congregation are excited about the possibilities which may lie 
ahead for this faithful gathering of God’s people.

And, of course, with the church manse being in Muswell Hill, we’re only 30 or 40 
minutes away from the family members who presently live in London, so it has been 
wonderful to get the chance to visit the grandchildren, or to have them for a sleepover 
at gran and granda’s house!  It’s just amazing how things work out sometimes!

Gwen and I are delighted to have this opportunity to give you a bit of an update, and 
be assured, friends in Scots’ Church are never far from our thoughts.

Wishing you God’s richest blessings,

David and Gwen

David enjoying a paddle with grandchildren Finlay (right) and Isla on holiday at Lyme Regis



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

P A G E  1 5

This year Scots’ Church once again 
opened its doors to visitors to 
Open House Melbourne on 29th 
and 30th July. The Assembly Hall 
was also open, and included an Art 
Exhibition of ‘Life at Scots’ Church 
and Beyond’. Refreshments were 
served on both days as an Outreach 
Committee initiative, with proceeds 
being forwarded to Alzheimer’s 
Australia.

Over the two days, the playing of the 
organ in the church was very much 
appreciated by the many visitors. 
Lauren, a mother, who brought her four 
children into the city to look at the 
buildings, wrote of her appreciation of 
the visit to Scots’ with her sons Ryan, 
Arden and Connor, and little Lucy, her 
daughter. At the time of their visit our 
Organist Emeritus, Robin Batterham, 
was at the keyboard. He gave a 
demonstration to the children, then the 
boys had a turn at playing the organ.

Lauren wrote: ‘We didn’t expect, and they haven’t stopped talking about, their lovely 
experience with the pipe organ. They were, and still are, so grateful to have been 
able to play and experience this, as they had previously not heard one before.’   
She went on to say: Thank you for your kindness, for taking the time to engage  
and speak with my children, and for making them feel included and special on  
the day…. they felt very special and couldn’t believe that they got to hear ‘Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star’ on such a wondrous instrument. My eldest came home and  
tried to play it on our electric keyboard, but it “just wasn’t the same”.’ Our thanks to 
Lauren for the wonderful feedback!

Open House Melbourne 2017 

Enjoying the fountain outside Scots’ Church, from left,  
brothers Ryan, Arden and Connor
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The concept of ‘Open House’ 
began in London in 1992, 
with the goal of fostering 
a greater understanding 
of architecture. The plan  
was to achieve this through 
allowing the public to have 
a direct experience of 
buildings, both exterior and 
interior, with opportunities 
to speak with experts. This 
unique concept resonated 
with cities around the world, 
leading to the creation of 
‘Open House Worldwide’ in 
2010. Although each city is 
totally independent all are committed 
to the same values stemming from the 
initial concept in 1992.

Open House Melbourne has been held 
each year since its inception in July 
2008. The first year saw eight buildings 
open, this increasing to over 100 by 2013. 
It allows people to visit well known 
buildings not usually open to the public, 
where they can join free tours. Buildings 
include historical landmarks, as well as 
contemporary buildings and places of 
worship.

References: Doors Open Days. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Doors_Open_Days
Open House Melbourne. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Open_House_Melbourne
Open House Worldwide: Open House and its Values.  
http://www.openhouseworldwide.org/openhouse/

Robin Batterham has the attention of Arden  ( 5 years, left), Ryan (9 years) 
and Connor (6 years, back) as he plays the pedals at the Rieger organ

Arden with Robin Batterham at the organ console
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Impressions of Scots’ Church

From the moment I set foot 
in Scots’ Church in January 
2002 I absolutely loved it!  
Scots’ is the embodiment 
of everything that I loved 
about the churches I went to 
as a child, the architecture, 
the stained glass windows, 
the choir and most of all the 
organ and the traditional 
hymns and music, and 
even “trespasses” instead of 
“debts”!  Later, as a 35-year 
old mother of four I had 

found my way to a church where the gospel was preached faithfully, and now, 
here in Melbourne, I find my son-in-law preaching the kind of sermons I love.   
I always feel completely at home in Scots’, and when I hear the organ it’s as if I’m 
hearing God’s voice.  It touches my soul like nothing else on earth.

At home in Scotland, Ian and I are elders in a Church of Scotland which couldn’t 
be more different. Drumchapel St. Mark’s was built in 1956 as part of a newly 
developed scheme of housing built by Glasgow City Council. As such, it is now 
designated as an “urban priority area” and the church serves a community where 
there are many social problems; unemployment with all its attendant misery being 
the main one.  I’m not for a minute suggesting that Scots’ Church doesn’t have 
its share of problems, but on the whole St. Mark’s way of worship is geared for a 
congregation which is very different to those churches I knew when I was growing 
up.  God, in his wisdom, picked up this rather sheltered country bumpkin by the 
scruff of her neck and dropped her into this new environment to become part of 
the church there.  In place of a magnificent Rieger Organ and a Director of Music 
we have Phil, the Session Clerk, who sings and plays the guitar (very well, I may 
add!), and sometimes he has to play the piano (which he prefers not to do!) If Phil is 
away, we have a collection of 20 CDs called “No Organ, No Problem” or the minister 
will download something contemporary from Youtube. In place of beautiful stained 

Alison Robertson’s parents, Ian and Karen Macdonald, who have 
recently visited the family in Melbourne



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

P A G E  1 8

glass windows we have one side where the windows are bricked up (albeit painted 
white) because of vandalism, the other side being plain glass covered in wire mesh 
to foil intruders.  However, the sanctuary has wonderful brand new, highly polished, 
pine wood flooring, as well as very comfortable modern seating, new piano, and 
a projector with a power-point presentation each week. Our gardens are regularly 
tended, and our premises are busy 7 days a week with a variety of community 
activities, a mother-and-toddler group, Alcoholics Anonymous a couple of times, 
a boxing club (a highly disciplined group which keeps youngsters engaged and 
off the streets), a café four days a week, with a lunch club weekly on Thursdays,  
a drama group, and other things as well. Our minister has the knack of  
encouraging children into the church, and we have a Sunday Club (Sunday school) 
which regularly has nearly a dozen children. Given that normal church attendance 
is around two dozen, that’s not bad going in this day and age.

For me to have the privilege of coming to Scots’ Church in Melbourne is balm 
to my spirit. It refreshes, feeds my soul and recharges my batteries. I love all the  
friends I have made over the years. Seven visits in sixteen years! Sadly some of those 
friends are no longer with us, but every time we meet more of the welcoming 
Church Family at Scots’ and more names are added to my Christmas card list!

Memories abound of our lovely grandchildren, Eilidh, Mairi and Duncan, first of 
all as young children in the Sunday School, and then as the years went on Eilidh 
becoming active in the choir and music team. Wee Duncan was so cute as that 
little blonde boy in the front row, and now we look forward to hearing him singing 
in the choir and at the evening service, all grown up and ready to start University.   
Eilidh’s wedding was a special highlight. When she and Ben walked down the  
aisle to the strains of Widor’s Toccata on the organ, I could have stayed and  
listened forever! However, I was urged to leave the gates of Heaven to smile  
sweetly in the wedding photographs!  The joyful celebration of wedding tea in the 
Assembly Hall was truly memorable, a real Church Family event.

Over the years we have seen some changes in the fabric of Scots’ Church.  
The demolition of the old building next to the church and construction of the 
Westpac building and the new car park are the main change, with the refurbished 
Assembly Hall to give new offices, halls and meeting rooms being a lovely and  
fitting addition. It has been fascinating to see the evolution of the evening 
service from the old traditional style of service to the present relaxed style which 
nevertheless shares the gospel in a thought-provoking fashion.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7

P A G E  1 9

I have to point out 
that Scots’ Church 
in Melbourne and 
Drumchapel St. Mark’s 
in Glasgow share one 
important feature:  the 
tea and coffee and 
fellowship after services 
is always excellent 
and guaranteed to 
sabotage any efforts to 
lose weight!!  Hospitality 
in abundance!!

But wait a minute!  
You’d think that Church 

was all about the building and material properties.  Not at all!  The Church is People!  
I love the people in both these buildings, however different they may appear on the 
outside, including the accents they speak with!!

Both Church families come in all shapes and sizes, nationalities, colours and 
backgrounds, and they share joys and sorrows, all the challenges and difficulties 
that beset our troubled world. Some are lonely, some are burdened with huge 
family responsibilities, some are rich, some are poor. The one thing that each and 
every one of both congregations share is that we love Jesus Christ and that we 
endeavour to follow His teaching to grow in humility and love for Him and for one 
another.

In two weeks we’ll return to Scotland, and once again lovely Scots’ Church will be 
out of my reach, but not out of my thoughts.  Stay strong, fellow Christians, in these 
turbulent times.  Let God speak to you through the magnificent voice of the organ 
and the choir, the glowing colours of the stained glass windows, and the preaching 
of your gifted ministers and leadership of the elders. I look forward to returning in 
the not too distant future for a top-up of inspiration.

Karen McCuaig Macdonald    ……  August 23rd, 2017

Drumchapel St. Mark’s Church of Scotland, Glasgow, where Ian and 
Karen worship
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Visitors to Scots’ Church over the past year

Each year many Australian and 
overseas visitors come to Scots’ 
Church to view the beautiful building 
and to hear something of its history. 
Many take the opportunity to spend 
some time in quiet reflection or prayer.

This service to the community is made 
possible by our volunteers, who look after 
the Welcome Desk, answering questions 
and assisting people along the way. 

It was Marian Mooney, the ministers’ 
secretary at Scots’ from 1979 to 1990, who 
first suggested that we open our church 
to weekday visitors. During her stay in 
London, Marian had been most impressed 
at the Welcome Desk at All Souls Church, 
Langham Place. She initiated a discussion 

with the Rev. Norman Pritchard, Senior Minister at the time, and the Welcome Desk 
was introduced at Scots’. It continues to be a most successful link with the wider 
community and visitors to Melbourne.

You may be surprised at the number of weekday visitors who come into Scots’ Church. 
For the year from July 2016 to June 2017 visitors who signed the book totalled 5,394. 
Of these, 3,307 were international, 756 interstate, and 1,331 from Victoria. This does  
not reflect the true numbers, as some decline to sign the visitors’ book, and others slip 
out quietly.  We also have many visitors to the worship services on Sundays.

The greatest numbers of international visitors come from China, the United States of 
America, Germany, the United Kingdom, and New Zealand, with 71 countries being 
represented over the past year.

Our thanks to all who serve as volunteers on the Welcome Desk. It is an important 
ministry to the wider community.

All Souls Church, Langham Place, London,  where 
Marian Mooney was inspired to suggest a Welcome 
Desk at Scots’
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Interview

Carol Harper

Carol’s mother Alma and her four sisters grew up 
with their parents on the family sheep and wheat 
farm at Thyra, New South Wales, prior to moving 
to Melbourne, when they settled in a large home in 
the suburb of Armadale. They attended Armadale 
Presbyterian Church, where one sister sang in the 
choir, another ran the girls’ club and gymnasium, 
and Carol’s mother organized a weekly social 
group for older ladies. Carol’s parents, Alma 
(nee Ryan) and Robert Harper (who came from 
Sydney) were married at the church and Carol was 
later christened there. She was born four months 
prematurely at the Royal Women’s Hospital, 
where she spent the first three months of her life.  
She grew up with her parents, sister, brother and aunts in their Armadale home.  
The family worked hard for the church. Carol remembers coming home from 
school to regularly find the kitchen full of produce baked for the P.W.M.U. or 
Ladies Guild stalls. Over time the aunts either married or bought flats and 
moved.  Her mother was left to raise three young children on her own and 
when the church could not find a caretaker, Carol’s mother and an aunt took 
on the position until one was found. Saturdays were spent cooking for Sunday 
lunch and afternoon tea and it was not unusual to find over thirty people seated 
around the white damask tablecloth with matching serviettes in the lounge 
room for soup, roast dinner and dessert. Anyone at the church who did not 
have a lunch date was welcome at their home.

Carol attended kindergarten, then primary school and central school in Malvern, 
completing her secondary education at MacRobertson Girls’ High School.  
Following this, she commenced working at Alfred Hospital as a junior typist clerk/
receptionist, Administration Office.  She became secretary to the Deputy Manager, 
with whom she worked for 21 years, and then secretary to the Chief Executive Officer. 
In her spare time she also acted as secretary, Staff Recreational Library Committee 
for many years; acting secretary, Chapel Music Group; and secretary, Students’  
Society, Australasian College of Health Services Management, for a year. Carol’s 

Carol Harper
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later positions included a  
move to the Royal Freemasons’ 
Homes as executive assistant; a 
position in General and Medical 
Administration at Caritas Christi 
Hospice; and a move to.’mecwa’  
Disability Service, Marketing and 
Administration Departments. 
She went on to employment as 
a consultant at Jewish Care, and 
was practice manager with a 
general practitioner just prior to 
her retirement.

As she grew up, Carol had many 
interests and hobbies including 
piano lessons, ballet, gymnasium, 
tennis, ballroom dancing and 
elocution. Holidays were spent 
at an aunt’s farm at Mathoura, 
N.S.W. or at Euroa.  Her later 
hobbies included chocolate 
making, cake decorating, cooking, 
saving recipes, playing tennis, 

badminton, table tennis, growing cymbidium orchids, gardening, photography, 
reading and watching James Bond films. She was a member of the Spring Road  
Uniting Church and South Camberwell Tennis Clubs for almost 40 years. She attended 
classes in basic and advanced cookery, cakes and pastries, cake decorating and 
floral art at Emily McPherson College. Carol and her brother catered for a St. John’s 
Ambulance garden party at Government House a few years ago and stayed up all 
night making sandwiches.  She was one of three groups to represent Australia in 
square dancing at The First Canadian National Square and Round Dance Convention 
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, in 1978. A member of Soroptimist International of 
Melbourne for the past 25 years, Carol has held positions of past president, past 
secretary and is currently Treasurer of Melbourne Club and a member of Soroptimist 
International Headquarters Committee. Overseas travel has included trips to the 
Pacific Islands, Noumea, America, Canada, Asia, Thailand, Europe and Vietnam.

This lovely wedding cake was decorated by Carol
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After her boyfriend of six years was tragically killed in a car accident, Carol began 
external part-time studies at the University of N.S.W.  She graduated with a Bachelor 
of Health Administration Degree eight years later, having been awarded Health 
Department Victoria Scholarships from 1986 - 1990 and achieving  a distinction 
in Health and Health Care, credits in Health Care Systems, Social Policy and 
Administration, Epidemiology, Management 1 and 2, Law, Health Planning and  
passes in the other ten subjects. She is currently an Associate Fellow of the Australian 
College of Health Service Executives and a Certified Health Executive. 

Carol attended Sunday school at Armadale Presbyterian Church and from the age 
of 16 was a teacher and pianist for Sunday school. She sang in the choir and was an 
enthusiastic Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia (P.F.A) member.  She remembers one 
night at home when the P.F.A. made 120 dozen lamingtons for sale to the congregation, 
with the passage covered in coconut. Her mother did not say a word but was happy 
they were all there having fun. Carol later served as a board member at the church.  
When the family moved to Malvern Presbyterian Church prior to Church Union, Carol 
continued her teaching and singing, pianist at the evening service, and membership 
of the board of management, including board secretary for three years. She was  
also a member of the Linda Club, Women’s Club and P.W.M.U.   

A stroke nine years ago subsequently left Carol’s left side largely paralyzed and it 
was thought she would never walk again, Carol spent three months in hospital, and 
two years living at Dorothy Low’s home.  Carol thanks God every day for the ability 
to be able to put one foot in front of the other and for her valued friend, Dorothy, 
who greatly encourages her daily to try and walk that extra bit further.  (Carol has 
known Dorothy for 34 years).  She is also extremely grateful to Dorothy’s family for 
their loving care. Falling in love with Dorothy’ beautiful Siamese cat, Misfitt, Carol has 
enjoyed many happy hours playing with her. A few years ago virus affected Carol’s 
heart, requiring surgery.

Many years ago Carol attended Scots’ Church Wednesday lunchtime services 
occasionally with her mother. Now attending services at Scots’ regularly, she helps 
out on the welcome desk, and enjoys contributing in other ways, including making 
scones.  Carol was brought up with the understanding that the church was first priority 
in your life and whatever it needed you graciously, willingly and generously gave.

We thank Carol for the wonderful contribution she has made to both the church 
and the wider community over many years, and for the courage she has shown in 
overcoming adversity in more recent times.
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Monash Commemorative Service 2017

On Friday 11th August at 10.30am The Spirit of Australia Foundation held The 
Monash Commemorative Service in The Legislative Assembly Chamber of 
Parliament House in Melbourne.

Warrant Officer 2 Duncan Robertson, from The Scotch College Army Cadet Unit 
(Military Band) had the privilege of being involved in this ceremony, along with two 
other senior cadets, a piper and a bugler all from Scotch College.

General Sir John Monash GCMG KCB VD (1865-1931) was the son of Prussian Jewish 
immigrants. He was born in West Melbourne and attended school in Jerilderie NSW, 
followed by Scotch College in Melbourne, where he was co-dux of the school at the 
age of 16.

Monash had an exceptional mind and outstanding leadership qualities. He went to 
Melbourne University where he obtained degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Engineering 
and Law, and while there he also enlisted in the Melbourne University Rifles.  

Monash became a successful engineer and lawyer, and at the outbreak of the Great 
War he became a citizen soldier, volunteering to serve his country. He proved himself 
as a great leader in war in France, where some later considered him to be the best 
General on the Western Front in Europe. Monash was a compassionate leader, and he 
organised and supervised the repatriation of over 200,000 troops, including 15,000 
dependent wives and children. He only returned to Australia when the year-long task 
of repatriation was completed.

Returning to Australia, Monash received a hero’s welcome. Back in civilian life he 
established the State Electricity Commission of Victoria. He pioneered the use 
of reinforced concrete in bridge construction, and he became famous for his 
technical legal appearances in courts around Australia. Throughout his life, Monash 
took the view that no learning was wasted and always sought extra knowledge. His 
recommendation was always to “adopt as your fundamental creed that you will 
equip yourself for life, not solely for your own benefit, but for the benefit of the whole 
community”.

In Egypt in 1916, Monash initiated a commemoration of what is now known as 
ANZAC Day, and he was also the driving force behind the building of the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne.
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During this commemorative service Duncan 
read two short diary excerpts from soldiers 
from Monash’s 4th Brigade, showing how 
his diggers reacted to the first ANZAC day 
commemoration on 25th April 1916:

Driver Henry Ash of 58th Australian Infantry 
Battalion, who had not served on Gallipoli:

“ANZAC Day. Church Parade in memory of the 
soldiers who fell on Gallipoli. Red and blue 
colours were issued to men who fought on the 
Peninsula. Then we had a holiday. The day being 
very hot, we lay about in the tent. In the afternoon we were issued with gifts, in the 
form of tinned fruits, apricots, ginger, also lollies and Worcester sauce. It made tea very 
enjoyable for all.”

Private ‘Snowy’ Hubbard of the 59th Australian Infantry Battalion, who had served 
on Gallipoli:

“Whilst at this camp (which was in Egypt on the Suez Canal) ANZAC Day was held. 
A holiday being granted. Sports were held, and as a distinguishing mark, all men who 
were on ANZAC received a blue ribbon, to be worn that day. It was twelve months since 
the Australians had made that glorious landing and made for Australia a name that will 
live for all time in the history of Australia.”

We also heard an excerpt from a letter Monash wrote to his wife telling her about this 
first ANZAC Day, which was read by another Scotch College cadet. Throughout the 
service there were uplifting addresses from representatives from parliament and the 
military, along with an address from Dr Bridget Vincent, a previous General Sir John 
Monash Scholar. 

Wreaths were laid, The Ode was read, and The Last Post was played beautifully by the 
Scotch College bugler, before the Catafalque Party and the Official Party withdrew.

All in all it was a wonderful service to attend, and a fine tribute to a great man. It was 
a solemn and serious occasion, filled with learning about one of our nation’s heroes, 
from whom we can draw much inspiration. In addition to many official guests, there 
were several senior school parties in attendance in the balcony, and an area available 
for the general public to attend. This is an annual service, and I would encourage 
others to attend in future years.

Alison Robertson

Warrant Officer 2  Duncan Robertson speaking 
at the Monash Commemorative Service
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

St. Andrew’s, Kyneton

When the first Presbyterian 
service was held in Kyneton in 
1856 the district already had 
quite a large farming population, 
many of whom were staunch 
Presbyterians of Scottish birth. 
Unlike most towns in the area, 
Kyneton was established in 1850, 
prior to the gold rushes which 
began a year later. A growing 
rural centre, the town became a 
major stop for those travelling 
to the gold diggings at Mount 
Alexander and Bendigo. Kyneton soon developed into a prosperous township.

By 1856 the town already had a Catholic Mission of St. Mary; St. Paul’s Church of 
England had been built; there was a Wesleyan chapel; a  Congregational Church 
was about to be constructed; and there was talk of a Baptist chapel. A grant of 
Crown land was made to the Presbyterian Church for church purposes in Ebden 
Street. In this same year a national school was opened, a court established, a district 
newspaper was being published, and the first elections for the Kyneton Borough 
were held. 

The first Presbyterian service in Kyneton was held in the summer of early 1856, 
under a shady tree beside Post Office Creek. Subsequent services were held in the 
independent school and later in the Court House building, until the congregation 
became too large. At this stage a tent was bought and erected on the site where 
the manse was later built. Some worshippers came from long distances, regularly 
walking many miles to church each Sunday. Mr. Evan Macdonald, a divinity student, 
was sent to foster the work at Kyneton. He inspired others with his enthusiasm, drive 
and leadership, and the foundation stone of the church building was laid on 26th 

St. Andrew’s Kirk in 1963. Credit: John Collins 
photographer. State Library of Victoria
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November 1857 by the 
Rev. Adam Cairns D.D. On 
that day the congregation 
made a decision to call 
Mr. Macdonald who was 
ordained and inducted at 
Kyneton on 23rd February 
1858. The first services 
were conducted in the 
church just three months 
later, on 23rd May.

The architect of the 
Kyneton church was 
Mr. James Thomson, 
the church secretary. 

His design followed the austere lines of the countryside churches of his native 
Scotland. Built in local bluestone, with an unusual concave roofed bellcote, 
Mr. William Brown was the contractor, with associates Henry and James 
Smith and Alexander Rodger, all stonemasons from Dundee. They all became  
long-serving members of the church they had built. The bluestone manse was 
completed two years later, in 1860. The debt that had been taken on for the 
construction of the buildings was discharged just three years later, and on 5th 
December 1864 it was decided that the Presbyterian Church, now free of debt, 
should henceforth be known as ‘St. Andrew’s’. A vestry was added in 1874.

Kyneton first became part of the Castlemaine Presbytery, then of Macedon 
and Werribee, and later of Macedon Presbytery. Sadly their first minister, Evan 
Macdonald, who suffered ill-health, died in July 1861. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. Robert Henderson who came from Eaglehawk. A man of unbounding energy 
and enthusiasm, the church flourished under his ministry, which concluded in 
1874 when he returned home to Edinburgh. Mr. Henderson ministered to up to 
150 Presbyterian families scattered over 120 square miles (311 square kilometres).  
His ponies, John Knox and Jenny Geddes, were well known in the district. 

The Rev. James Don followed, highly regarded by his congregation, and serving 
St. Andrew’s for 15 years. He was followed by the Rev. W.H. Scott, who moved to 
Kyneton from Framlingham. At this stage the manse had been renovated. Sadly he 

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Kyneton in 2008. Creative Commons
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died suddenly after just five years at Kyneton, at 42 years of age. He was succeeded 
by the Rev. Lithgow Tait, who was inducted in March 1896. During his long ministry 
the spiritual life of St. Andrew’s was deepened and strengthened. A fund to build 
a Sunday school was established, with a brick building on bluestone foundations 
being opened in 1901. The Sunday school grew and flourished over time. Mr. Tait’s 
ministry concluded in 1921 and was followed by two shorter terms of the Rev. 
David S. Jones and the Rev. A. Heathcote Fletcher. The next minister was the Rev. 
R. W. Stephens, and it was during his ministry that a bluestone porch was added 
to the building in recognition of the 75th anniversary of St. Andrew’s in 1932.  
The furnishings for the porch were provided through memorial gifts.

When St. Andrew’s was first established the praise was led by a precentor.  
A harmonium was purchased in 1870 amid considerable opposition, resulting 
in some defectors. A cabinet organ was installed in 1888 and an updated model 
subsequently purchased. It was not until early 1935 that a two manual pipe organ, 
built by Fincham and Sons, Richmond, was opened and dedicated. The organ was 
a gift from the congregation to the pioneers of Presbyterianism in the district.  
The service of dedication was conducted by Mr. Stephens.

At the time of ‘church union’ in 1977, the Kyneton congregation voted to become 
‘Uniting’, and St. Andrew’s became the Uniting Church. A number of ‘continuing’ 
Presbyterians worshipped at other churches, hoping to see the Kyneton Presbyterian 
Church re-established. Their vision and efforts came to fruition when the Kyneton 
Presbyterian Church once again met after almost 40 years at a service on Sunday 
6th November 2016 held in Red Brick Hall, Yaldwyn Street West. The guest speaker 
for the occasion was the Rev. Peter Hastie, Principal of the Presbyterian Theological 
College, Melbourne. The Kyneton Presbyterian Church continues to meet on the 
fourth Sunday of each month at the Red Brick Hall, under the leadership of the Rev. 
Matt Tegart, and is once again serving the community of Kyneton and district.

References: Australian Christian Church Histories: Kyneton Victoria – St. Andrew’s Uniting. http://www.churchhistories.
net.au/church-catalog/kyneton-vic-st-andrews-uniting/
Kyneton Presbyterian Church re-establishment. http://kynetonpresbyterian.blogspot.com.au/
Star Weekly October 25, 2016.  Kyneton Presbyterian returns, by Esther Lauaki. http://www.starweekly.com.au/news/
kyneton-presbyterian-returns/
St. Andrew’s Kirk, Kyneton: A Record of Seventy-five Years 1857 – 1932. Armstrong Bros., Printers and Publishers, Kyneton.
Wikipedia: Kyneton. https://en.wikipedia.org/wikic/Kyneton
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Although some believe that an 
apple was the fruit from the Tree 
of Knowledge eaten by Adam and 
Eve (Genesis chapter 3), the type 
of fruit is not stated. The confusion 
of this ‘fruit’ with an apple may be 
traced to the Latin translation of the Bible known as the Vulgate. In Latin the 
word for evil is ‘mali’ and the word for apple is ‘mala’ or ‘malum’, this similarity 
being thought to have led to some confusion. In the original Hebrew, the 
words for ‘evil’ and ‘apple’ are quite dissimilar.

References to the apple are found in Joel 1:12 and Proverbs 25:11. The apple is also 
referred to several times in the Song of Solomon, where the setting is often a garden.

A deciduous tree of the Family Rosaceae, the apple tree is best known for its sweet 
fruit, the apple. The tree originated in Central Asia, but is thought to have been 
introduced into Israel and Egypt, possibly from Iran, Turkey or Syria, as early as 4,000 
BC. The apple tree grows from two to five metres tall in cultivation, and up to 12 
metres in the wild. It has dark green oval leaves with serrated margins and slightly 
downy undersides. Apple blossoms appear in the spring as the leaves are budding, 
and are white with a pinkish tinge that fades as the flowers age. The fruit matures 
in late summer or autumn. There are over 7,500 cultivars, giving a wide selection of 
apples suited to a range of growing conditions and suitable for various uses. 

Unlike many Bible plants, apple trees are well known around most of the world.

References: Old Dominion University Plant Site: Plants of the Bible. Apple. http://ww2.odu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/
apple.php
Open Bible: verses about Apples.  https://www.openbible.info/topics/apples
Wikipedia. Apple. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Plants of the Bible

Apple (Malus pumila)
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Brother Lawrence of The Resurrection 

Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection was born as Nicolas Herman in eastern 
France about 1614 AD. As a young man he joined the army, and fought in the 
Thirty Years War. After being wounded he left the army and took a position 
as a valet. Following a conversion which led him to seek a deep relationship 
with God, he joined a Carmelite monastery in Paris in 1840, taking the name of 
Brother Lawrence. He took his final vows two years later and spent the rest of 
his life there, working in the kitchen and, in later years, repairing sandals. He 
died in relative obscurity in 1691. 

Although Brother Lawrence never advanced beyond working in the kitchen of the 
monastic community, he developed a unique gift of praying to God throughout the 
day, even when working. He referred to his constant communion with God as ‘the 
practice of the presence of God’. Over time this produced such a spiritual change 
in Brother Lawrence that many came to visit him, to try to learn how to practice this 
themselves. 

An abbot, Joseph de Beaufort, who visited Brother Lawrence, later collected together 
many letters and interviews with him and compiled them into a book, ‘The Practice 
of the Presence of God’, initially published in 1692 under the title of ‘Spiritual Maxims’. 
The book became popular amongst Roman Catholics and Protestants alike, with John 
Wesley being among those recommending it to others.

For Brother Lawrence, the issue was not the sacredness or worldly status of any 
task, but the motivation underlying it. The love of God made every detail of his life 
something of great value to him. He admitted that the path to this was not easy, 
and it took years to discipline himself in this practice of God’s presence. He wrote, ‘ 
As often as I could, I placed myself as a worshiper before him, fixing my mind upon 
his holy presence, recalling it when I found it wandering from him. This proved to be 
an exercise frequently painful, yet I persisted through all difficulties.’ Only when he 
reconciled himself to the thought that this struggle and longing was his destiny did 
he find peace.

On the subject of constant prayer he wrote:  ‘There is not in the world a kind of life 
more sweet and delightful, than that of a continual conversation with good; those 
only can comprehend it who practice and experience it.’

Of courage he said: ‘I did not pray for any relief, but I prayed for strength to suffer with 
courage, humility and love.’
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In relation to motivation, he wrote: ‘We ought not to be weary of doing little things for 
the love of God, who regards not the greatness of the work, but the love with which it 
is performed.’

Although Brother Lawrence died over 320 years ago, his teachings about prayer 
have as much relevance today as they did then, and can help to inspire us. 

References: Brother Lawrence Biography.  http://thepracticeofthepresenceofgod.com/brother-lawrence/
Christianity Today: Christian History. Brother Lawrence. http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/innertravelers/brother-
lawrence.html
RELEVANT Magazine: 11 Brother Lawrence Quotes that Will Challenge How Your Practice Faith. https://relevantmagazine.com/
god/11-brother-lawrence-quotes-will-challenge-how-you-practice-faith
Wikipedia. Brother Lawrence. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_Lawrence

An image of Brother Lawrence from a book published 
by Fleming Revell in 1900.   (Public Domain)

A number of publications of ‘The Practice of the Presence 
of God’ are readily available today
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Australian Chamber Choir in Europe

During July this year, Douglas and I were on tour in Europe with the Australian 
Chamber Choir (ACC). Included among our singers were five members of the 
Scots’ choir. Ria Polo, our assistant organist sang in the alto section as well as 
accompanying the choir and playing organ solos in several concerts. The tour 
of Italy, Austria and Germany included 12 concerts and two church services.  
A highlight was singing for Sunday morning worship at St Thomas’ Leipzig, 
where J.S. Bach was in charge of the music for the last 27 years of his life. 

The European tour was followed by concerts in Macedon, Geelong, Bowral and 
Sydney during August. 

 “The voices of the 19 young singers are trained at the highest level.  A lightning-crisp 
intonation rings through a naturally blended sound. … the choir wended its way with 
the greatest security through music of many periods and styles”. These comments 
appeared in Darmstadt’s Echo newspaper. 

And Australian journalists had the following to say:

“One cannot imagine a better choir” – Choral Grapevine

“The choir’s performance is magical, confident, dancing as one entity” – Weekend 
Notes, Sydney

“World class” “If this group performs near you do yourself a favour and go and hear 
them” – ClasikON 

In November the ACC will present concerts a little closer to home. For their Venice 
program, the singers of the ACC are joined by Australia’s finest players of Renaissance 
instruments. With the accompaniment of cornetto, sackbuts, curtals, viola da gamba 
and organ, the choir will sing music by Monteverdi, Schütz, Rigatti and Gabrieli. 
Douglas aims to create a sound that he says will be “pretty close to what parishioners 
in St Mark’s Venice would have heard during the 16th century when this music was 
first performed”. 

We would like to offer you   a 10% discount when you book in advance for the concert, 
and an invitation to join the choir for a reception after our Middle Park performance.

See you there!

Elizabeth Anderson
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MUSIC OF VENICE

Douglas Lawrence directs the AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER CHOIR and an 
ensemble of period instruments:

BRIGHTON: St Andrew’s Church, corner of New and Church Sts
Saturday 11th November at 3pm.  

MIDDLE PARK: Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Richardson St
Sunday 12th November at 3pm.  

Book on-line: www.AusChoir.org/book-now 
and enter the promotional code: SCOTS for your 10% discount or in person:  
Book with Douglas Lawrence or Elizabeth Anderson any Sunday after church 
up to and including Sunday 5th November.

Members of the Australian Chamber Choir beside the statue of J.S. Bach, at St. Thomas Church, 
Leipzig.  Credit: Guruh Sukowati 2017
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Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh

The construction of Greyfriars 
Kirk, the first post-Reformation 
church in Edinburgh, began in 
1602 and was completed in 1620. 
It is one of the oldest surviving 
buildings constructed outside 
the Old Town of Edinburgh. 
The kirk stands on the site of 
a medieval Franciscan priory 
that was dissolved in 1559. 
The monks were known as 
Greyfriars from the colour of 
their robes, hence the name 
Greyfriars. The kirk was divided 

into two congregations: Old Greyfriars (1614) and New Greyfriars (1718).  
The two congregations each had their own sanctuary. It was not until 1929 that 
the interior wall dividing the church was removed and the two congregations 
were united.

Greyfriars played an important part in the Scottish Reformation. In 1638 the National 
Covenant was signed before the pulpit at Greyfriars. This launched a period of 
national upheaval, as dissenters tried to create a uniquely Scottish church. The 
National Covenant was signed by nobles, ministers and thousands of ordinary Scots, 
who pledged themselves to defend Scotland’s rights and Presbyterian faith. It served  
as both a religious document and a declaration of Scottish independence. The 
museum at Greyfriars Kirk houses one of only a handful of original copies of the 
National Covenant, amongst other artefacts related to the long history of the kirk.  
In the mid-1640s the Scottish Royalists, aided by Irish troops, had a rapid series of 
victories but were eventually defeated by the Covenanters. This led to the Third English 
Civil War, when Scotland was invaded and occupied by the Parliamentarian New 
Model Army under Oliver Cromwell. The kirk was used as a barracks by Cromwell’s 
troops from 1650 to 1653. The Restoration marked the return of the monarchy to 
Scotland in 1660, although the whole period was one of ongoing unrest. 

Following the defeat of militant Covenanters at Bothwell Brig in 1679, about 1,200 
Covenanters were held as prisoners in a field beside the Greyfriars churchyard, while 

Greyfriars Kirk
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awaiting trial. In the 18th century part of this 
field was amalgamated into the churchyard as 
vaulted tombs, the area becoming known as ‘the 
Covenanters’ Prison.’

A fire in 1845 destroyed the roof of the kirk and 
the interior furnishings, so much of what we 
see today dates from that time. In the mid-19th 
century the minister, the Rev. Robert Lee, led a 
movement to change worship, installing the first 
post-Reformation stained glass windows in a 
Presbyterian church in Scotland. He also installed 
one of the first organs.  Although he came under 
considerable criticism at the time, most of his 
changes were later widely accepted in the Church 
of Scotland.

The association of Greyfriars with the National 
Covenant was not forgotten over time. In 1912 the Ulster Covenant was signed there, 
with over 1,000 people putting their name to the document opposing Home Rule for 
Ireland. 

After the Old and New congregations united in 1929, the kirk building underwent 
extensive renovation, including the removal of the dividing wall in the kirk.

The graveyard surrounding the kirk was founded in 1561. It is known for a large number 
of historic monuments, including a memorial to Sir Walter Scott, who worshipped at 
Greyfriars as a young man. It is also associated with Greyfriars Bobby, the loyal dog 
who guarded his master’s grave for many years.

Today Greyfriars is a parish church. It is also used as a concert venue and is an 
important heritage site. As the population of Edinburgh’s Old Town diminished 
during the 20th century, several neighbouring church buildings were closed and 
their congregations united with Greyfriars. The Sunday services are in both English 
and Gaelic, with Greyfriars the only Church of Scotland congregation in the east of 
Scotland offering regular worship services in Gaelic.

References: Britain Express: Scotland.  Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh History.  http://www.britainexpress.com/Scotland/Lothian/
churches/Greyfriars-kirk.htm
Greyfriars Kirk: visiting the Kirk. http://www.greyfriarskirk.com/visiting-kirk
Sacred Scotland: Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh.  https://www.scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk/church/greyfriars-kirk-edinburgh
Wikipedia. Greyfriars Kirk. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyfriars_Kirk
Wikipedia. Greyfriars Kirkyard. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greyfriars_Kirkyard

The organ of Greyfriars Kirk
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Mendelssohn

Jakob Ludwig Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy, generally known 
as Felix Mendelssohn, was 
born in 1809 in Hamburg, 
Germany. A composer of the 
early Romantic period, his 
works include symphonies, 
concertos, oratorios, organ, 
piano and chamber music.

Mendelssohn’s parents were  
Jewish, converting to 
Christianity before his 
brother and two sisters 
were born. At the age of 
two years Felix moved to Berlin with his family. He began taking piano lessons 
and also studied composition as a child. He was quick to establish himself 
as a musical prodigy, often considered the greatest of these after Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. He performed at his first public appearance at the age  
of nine, and wrote his first published work some four years later. Mendelssohn 
joined the Singakademie music academy in 1819 and began to compose constantly.  
His first 12 symphonies were written in his early teenage years. As he grew up, 
Mendelssohn’s works were often performed at home with a private orchestra for the 
associates of his wealthy parents amongst the intellectual elite of Berlin.

Mendelssohn played the organ from the age of 11, and wrote compositions for the 
instrument, including ‘Three Preludes and Fugues’ (Op. 37, 1837) and ‘Six Sonatas’  
(Op. 65, 1845).  In 1829 Mendelssohn paid his first visit to England where he enjoyed 
great success conducting his First Symphony and playing in concerts. On later  
visits he met with Queen Victoria and Prince Albert who were great admirers of 
his music. Over his lifetime he visited Britain ten times. His oratorio, ‘Elijah’, was  
premiered in Birmingham in 1846. 

The music of J.S. Bach deeply influenced Mendelssohn. His aunt was a pupil of Bach’s 
son, Wilhelm Friedmann Bach, and she had supported the widow of Carl Philipp 
Emanuel Bach. She had also collected a number of Bach’s manuscripts. At this 
time Bach’s music had fallen into relative obscurity, but was deeply appreciated by 

A watercolour painting by Mendelssohn
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Bach’s teacher, Carl Friedrich Zelter. In 1829 
Mendelssohn arranged and conducted a 
performance of Bach’s ‘St. Matthew Passion’ 
in Berlin, for the first time since Bach’s 
death in 1750. This was most successful, 
and was an important step in the revival  
of J.S. Bach’s music, first in Germany 
and eventually throughout Europe.  
Mendelssohn’s two oratorios, ‘St. Paul’ and 
‘Elijah’, were greatly influenced by Bach. 

In 1833 Mendelssohn was appointed 
musical director in Düsseldorf, his first paid 
post as a musician. In the spring of that year 
he directed the Lower Rhenish Musical 
Festival, beginning with a performance 
of G. F. Handel’s oratorio, ‘Israel in Egypt’, 
arranged from the original score he had 
found in London. This was the beginning  
of a revival of Handel’s music in 
Germany, similar to the interest in Bach 
generated after the performance of 
the ‘St. Matthew Passion’ a few years 
earlier. In 1835 he accepted a musical 
post in Leipzig as conductor of the Gewandhausorchester.  
This was an extremely important appointment for him, as he wished to play a leading 
role in the musical life of Germany. Although the King of Prussia tried to persuade  
him to move to Berlin, Mendelssohn remained in Leipzig and in 1843 founded the 
Leipzig Conservatory. 

Mendelssohn married Cécile Jeanrenaud in 1837; the couple had five children.  
As well as a musician, he was also an accomplished watercolour artist and a witty 
writer.

Mendelssohn, who suffered ill-health over the last years of his life, died in 1847 in 
Leipzig at the age of 38 years. 

References: Bach Cantatas Website.  Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (Composer).   http://www.bach-cantatas.com/Lib/
Mendelssohn-Felix.htm
Felix Mendelssohn: Pianist, Composer, Conductor (1809 – 1847). https://www.biography.com/people/felix-mendelssohn-40373
Wikipedia.  Felix Mendelssohn.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn

The house in which Mendelssohn and his family lived 
in Leipzig, in an apartment on the first floor

Felix Mendelssohn’s study in Leipzig
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In Memoriam

Catherine Joan McINTOSH  
(nee MacLeod)

17 July 1925 – 21 August 2017

At a Thanksgiving Service to honour the life of Cathie 
McIntosh, held at Scots’ Church on 4th September, 
her three sons Craig, Neil and Ian, each spoke of 
their memories of their mother and how much she 
meant to them.

Craig led the boys by first describing some milestones 
and achievements over Cathie’s long life before each of 

the boys reflected on their special memories.

Cathie, as she was affectionately known, was born on 17th July 1925 in Glasgow, 
Scotland, the youngest of seven children, and christened Catherine Joan MacLeod.  
Her proud parents Elizabeth and John MacLeod were married in 1899 in Wick, in the 
northern part of Scotland.  John was a tramcar motorman.

Cathie grew up in Glasgow and the early years were very much those of a working 
class family who had the usual struggles of the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s. Educated at the 
local schools, she had a happy childhood being spoiled by her older brothers and 
sisters. She was a bonny, vibrant, outgoing, Scottish lassie who loved socialising with 
her friends. In her teenage years she was actively involved in competitive highland 
dancing.  Proud of the fact her mother made her kilt for dancing, the bright colours of 
the MacLeod tartan certainly stood out in a crowd.

After a stint as a shorthand typist, Cathie qualified as an accountant and worked in 
an office until the Second World War broke out in 1939.  She enlisted in the WAAF 
(Women’s Auxiliary Air Force) as a flight mechanic.  She knew nothing of mechanics 
or machinery but thought that it would pay better than an office posting.

After the war she met Peter, Patrick Rae McIntosh.  He was a dashing, tall, handsome 
Scots Guard, 10 years her senior, from Aberdeen. His parents, Annie and William 
McIntosh, were farmers.  Cathie and Peter fell in love and married in 1947.
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Post Second World War times were tough in Scotland, so Peter and Cathie put their 
names down to be sponsored under the Presbyterian Migration Scheme.  The Ross 
family of Holbrook, New South Wales sponsored them and so they made their way out 
to the ‘land of opportunity’ in 1950 aboard the P&O Ship ‘Ranchi’.  The Rosses owned 
half of Holbrook and ran a very large cattle station called ‘Aberfeldy’.  Peter worked as 
a jackaroo whilst Cathie worked in the homestead.  Cathie’s mother died within a year 
of Cathie and Peter migrating to Australia and Cathie was heartbroken.  She wanted 
to return to Scotland but Peter had been given a letter from Cathie’s mother to be 
opened upon her death which conveyed her mother’s wishes for her to be happy and 
make a new life.  Cathie was persuaded to stay.

Within a few years they moved south to Melbourne where Ian was born.  Wanting 
more children but unsuccessful they returned to Scotland for a year in 1961.  Upon 
coming back to Australia in 1962 their prayers were answered and twins Neil and 
Craig were born, six weeks premature.  Cathie thought she was only having one baby 
but at a six month check-up was told the news that there were two and the shock 
brought on the premature birth.

Devoted Presbyterians, Cathie and Peter worked together with other local families 
to establish the East Bentleigh Presbyterian Church, first building a church hall and 
then a church.  This church community was an integral part of family life as the boys 
grew up. It was a happy family life full of church, sports, ballroom dancing, Scottish 
societies, Scottish celebrations and fellowship, and summer holidays caravanning at 
Inverloch.

After complications following an aortic valve operation, sadly Peter died in 1978  
aged 64. Widowed at age 54, Cathie went back to work full time to see the twins 
through high school.

She then resumed her social life which included: Foundation Committee member 
of Pagewood Park; Inaugural President of Highett Legacy Widows Club; an active 
member of the Cheltenham Senior Citizens Club; and a keen member of the Highett 
Lawn Bowling Club pennant team. She joined U3A to learn Japanese and mahjong 
at the tender young age of 70, and was a passionate member of the Castlefield  
Bridge Club and the Victorian Bridge Association.

Diagnosed with dementia in 2012 Cathie did her best to carry on life as normal with 
Craig by her side providing wonderful support and care. Cathie died peacefully on 
21st August 2017.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Craig, Neil and Ian, to the wider family and 
Cathie’s many friends.
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Battle Hymn of the Reformation

No hymn is more identified with the Protestant 
Reformation than ‘A mighty fortress is our God’, written 
by Martin Luther. It is also known as the ‘Battle Hymn 
of the Reformation’. This hymn is one of the best loved 
hymns of the Lutheran tradition and amongst Protestants 
generally. In recent times it has also breached the 
boundaries set in the Reformation as it is now sung in 
some churches of the Roman Catholic tradition.

The original German version by Luther is a metrical 
paraphrase of Psalm 46, but also includes references to Christ. 
It is thought that Luther wrote the words and composed the 
melody sometime between 1527 and 1529. It quickly became 
popular and spread rapidly, and was sung on the battlefields 
of Leipzig during the Thirty Years’ War.

There are over 100 English translations of the hymn. One 
most commonly found in hymn books today was translated 
by a Unitarian minister from the United States of America, 
Frederick Henry Hodge (1805 to 1890), beginning ‘A mighty 
fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing’. The translation in our hymn book (no. 454) 
is by Scottish Calvinist Thomas Carlyle (1795 to 1881), and begins ‘A safe stronghold 
our God is still, a trusty shield and weapon’. The first English translation was by Myles 
Coverdale in 1539 with the title, ‘Oure God is a defence and towre.’

Numerous composers have used the hymn as a source for their music. J.S. Bach wrote 
a chorale cantata on the hymn, and used it several times in various works. Pachelbel, 
Handel and Telemann also used the melody in compositions.  It was the theme for 
the final movement of Felix Mendelssohn’s Fifth Symphony, named ‘The Reformation 
Symphony’.

As well as his theological writings and translation of the Bible into German, Luther 
wrote thirty-seven hymns.

References: Bach Cantatas Website.  Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (Composer).   http://www.bach-cantatas.com/Lib/
Mendelssohn-Felix.htm
Felix Mendelssohn: Pianist, Composer, Conductor (1809 – 1847). https://www.biography.com/people/felix-mendelssohn-40373
Wikipedia.  Felix Mendelssohn.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn

Martin Luther, composer of 
37 hymns

A rare early print of Luther’s 
hymn, ‘ A mighty fortress is 
our God’
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kids

Word search
Matthew Chapter 10
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 2.) 

The words to find . . .
Acknowledge

Authority
Cleanse 

Deny
Disciples

Endurance
Heal

Innocent
Israel

Judgement
Peace

Persecute
Wise

Worthy
www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Help these people find Jesus and the disciples

Matthew Chapter 10
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Matthew Chapter 10
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Across

1. Jesus said he did not come to bring
peace, but the __________

2. Who was the tax collector called by
Jesus?

6. Over what did Jesus give the disciples
authority? (2 words)

8. How many disciples did Jesus call?
10. The disciples were sent to the lost sheep

of ____________
12. What the disciples heard whispered they

were to proclaim where?

Down

1. Name the first disciple Jesus called. (2
words)

3. A disciple is not above his
______________

4. Jesus said that whoever loses his life for
his sake will ____________ (2 words)

5. Name the disciple who later betrayed
Jesus.

7. Jesus said that whoever endures to the
end will be _________

9. The disciples were sent out as sheep
among what?

11. Jesus said that a laborer deserves what?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Biblical Crossword
Matthew Chapter 10
Solution on page 2.

Across
1.  Jesus said he did not come  
 to bring peace, but the  
 _____________.

2.  Who was the tax collector 
  called by Jesus?

6.  Over what did Jesus give the 
  disciples authority? (2 words)

8.  How many disciples did  
 Jesus call?

10.  The disciples were sent to the 
  lost sheep of _____________.

12.  What the disciples heard 
  whispered they were to 
  proclaim where?

Down
1.  Name the first disciple Jesus 
  called. (2 words)

3.  A disciple is not above his 
  _____________ .

4.  Jesus said that whoever  
 loses his life for his sake will 
  _____________  (2 words)

5.  Name the disciple who later  
 betrayed Jesus.

7.  Jesus said that whoever 
 endures to the end will be 
   _____________ .

9.  The disciples were sent out  
 as sheep among what?

11.  Jesus said that a laborer 
  deserves what?
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