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Other news
A visit to the State Rose Garden 
at Werribee on 10th November, 
organised by the Outreach 
Committee, was enjoyed by 18 
members and friends of Scots’ 
Church, with delightful weather 
and a magnificent display of 
roses at their best. 

The November Sausage Sizzle 
raised $500.00 for the Flemington 
and Kensington Community 
Lunches.

Lois Taylor
Enjoying a picnic lunch at the State Rose Garden.

A view of the State Rose Garden, Werribee.
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us. 

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of  
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image: Scots’ Church, Melbourne
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Summer in the City

During the months of December – January, we have 
held Summer in the City. 

Our focus has been reading through David Powlinson’s 
book How does Sanctification Work?  

David Powlinson is a teacher, a counsellor, and the 
executive director of the Christian Counselling and Educational Foundation. He is 
also the senior editor of ‘The Journal for Biblical Counseling’ and the author of a 
number of other books: Seeing with New Eyes; The Bible Counselling Movement and 
Speaking the Truth in Love. i

Powlinson explains, “to be most accurate, we are discussing progressive 
sanctification…..in the present tense, your sanctification is now being worked out. 
God is working throughout your life – on a scale of days, years, and decades – to 
remaking you into the likeness of Jesus. You are being progressively sanctified. You are 
being saved.” ii 

Throughout the history of the Christian church, many have tried to reduce spiritual 
growth and change in the Christian life, down to a slogan or a particular Bible verse.  
What I have found helpful in Powlinson’s work, is that he resists the temptation 
to reduce sanctification down to a “single formula.” He lists various “slogans” that 
people have used in their efforts to find a “one-size-fits-all” formula. Powlinson’s 
aim in “How does Sanctification Work?” is “to do justice to both the variety and the 
commonality of factors God uses in our sanctification.”

Sanctification is seen as the interplay of five factors that are present in every story 
of our discipleship, to varying degrees:  God himself changes you; the Word of truth 
changes you; wise people change you; suffering, struggle, and troubles change you; 
and you change.  

Then having outlined the various factors that contributed to God “remaking you 
into the likeness of Jesus;” we are then given four chapters that focus on “real life” 
examples.  

“How does Sanctification Work?” is 112 pages long. It will leave you asking:  where do 
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I go from here? It is then, that we begin to see the helpfulness of the interplay of the 
five factors, as they provide positive launching sites for future study.

How does Sanctification Work?  David Powlinson  112 pp.  Crossway  Wheaton Illinois 
2017.

Yours sincerely

Richard 

i Note on backcover of Book

ii P 13, Powlinson David, How does Sanctification work?  

Biblical Crossword Solution
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Hidden  message: SON OF GOD

St Stephen’s Flemington

On Sunday 3 December 2017, Elder and Commission Clerk 
Bob Farquharson presented letters of appointment to five 
incoming members of St Stephen’s Board of Management.  
They are, from left, Anny Gautier, Allison Hurse, Nurma 
Tjoeka, Fiona Laisanna and Molly Mullany.
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Visitors To Scots’ Church –  
The Very Rev. Dr. David And Maggie Lunan

The Scots’ Church family is 
delighted to welcome The 
Very Rev. Dr. David Lunan, and 
his wife Maggie, who are in 
Melbourne for a month in early 
2018. It is their fourth visit to us, 
since David came as our 27th 
Turnbull Trust Preacher in late 
2010 and early 2011. They also 
visited in 2012 and 2015.

David was ordained to the ministry 
of the Church of Scotland in 1970, 
after completing his studies at 
the University of Glasgow in 1968, 
followed by further studies as Peter 
Marshall Scholar at Princeton Theological Seminary, New Jersey, U.S.A. and at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. The Peter Marshall Scholarship was set up by 
his widow, Catherine Marshall, from the proceeds of a published book of sermons, 
to allow a graduate from Scotland to study at Princeton for a term and to remain 
at the First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, for the remainder of the year. Whilst 
there, David also visited Peter Marshall’s church, the New York Avenue Church, 
Washington D.C., where he met and became firm friends with the minister there, 
the Rev. George Docherty. 

On his return to Scotland, David worked as a youth club leader and, following his 
ordination, as Assistant Minister for the Trinity College Missionary Society, Glasgow, 
from 1969 to 1975. The Society was located in East Glasgow, in a deprived community 
with many problems, including many teenage boys in trouble with the law. The 
Divinity students, together with other volunteers, worked in the community. It was 
there that David met Maggie, who was a volunteer. She had come to Glasgow to 
complete postgraduate studies in teaching, after completing an Arts Degree in 
Aberdeen. Maggie went on to teach geography to secondary school students for 
some years, then focused on the family when their four sons were growing up.

David and Maggie Lunan on their last visit in 2015
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David then served as Minister of St. Andrew’s Lhanbryde Parish Church for 12 
years from 1975, and as Moderator of the Presbytery of Moray from 1985 to 1986. 
Lhanbryde was a small community of about 3,000 people close to the larger town 
of Elgin. During the time that David and Maggie were there, the church celebrated 
its bicentenary. Two hundred years ago there were two parish churches in the area; 
one had fallen into disrepair and the other had been vandalised. A decision was 
made to build a new church in the middle of the two parishes; however a church 
hall had not been built. A very useful and attractive hall was built as part of the 
bicentennial celebrations. Queen Elizabeth visited the church at Lhanbryde on 
three occasions when her sons were at Gordonstoun, when she stayed with one 
of the elders. 

The congregation was a caring community that generated ideas and made them 
happen, and was involved in both local and global outreach. During David’s 
time there, six young men offered for the ministry. One of David’s sons now lives 
in the area and is an elder at the church. It was while David and Maggie were at 
Lhanbryde that they first became involved with Christian Aid, which ran a hostel for 
the homeless in Elgin.

In 1987 David returned to Glasgow as Minister of Renfield St. Stephen’s Parish 
Church. This is a building not unlike Scots’ Church in its external design. About 
twelve churches had closed in central Glasgow due to the population moving away 
from the inner city, and Renfield St. Stephen’s Church inherited the assets, so was 
not poor financially. The church had built a large centre for outreach next door in 
the 1960s, including a restaurant and 17 meeting rooms of all sizes, accommodating 
from ten to 300. Several staff were employed to manage the administration of the 
building and its activities, a considerable task. 

Whilst there, David oversaw the rebuilding of the church steeple after it collapsed. 
It was under repair, with scaffolding being erected and a canvas sheet to protect 
the workmen. Work halted over the Christmas period, and the foreman checked on 
Christmas Eve to ensure that it was safe. However, it was thought that the canvas 
acted as a ‘sail’ in the wind, destabilizing the steeple, which fell diagonally across 
the sanctuary of the church on the evening of 26th December, St. Stephen’s Day! 
It was most fortunate that no-one was injured, although many cars parked close 
by were damaged. The rebuilding took three years, with the external appearance 
much as before. However, the opportunity was taken to reconfigure the interior of 
the church, making it more attractive, lighter, and its use more flexible. 
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David was Moderator of the Presbytery of Glasgow from 2000 to 2001, and was its 
Clerk, a full-time position, from 2001 to 2008. From 2008 to 2009 he was Moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

David’s activities have also involved him in the wider work of the Church, in 
missions and development. Other roles have included hospital chaplaincy at Elgin, 
and chaplain to the Lord High Commissioner. With his wife Maggie, he is honorary 
chaplain to the Church’s mission partners, and has been on study tours with 
Christian Aid to the Philippines, Malawi and South Africa. Maggie has also worked 
part-time for many years with Christian Aid, an international development agency 
supported by all the major Christian churches in the Britain.

A warm welcome is extended to David and Maggie.

The Turnbull Trust

In 1925 the Turnbull family conveyed a sum of money to the trustees of Scots’ 
Church in memory of their parents John (1841-1916) and Matilda, who died in 1924. 
The stated object: ‘that prominent clergymen from places outside Australia shall 
from time to time temporarily occupy the pulpit of Scots Church Melbourne’.

A native of North Berwick, Scotland, John Turnbull came to Victoria in 1868 at the 
invitation of George Fairbairn. After two years in the Western District he moved to 
Queensland to manage Peak Downs Station for Fairbairn. He married Matilda Jane 
Woolley in Melbourne in 1875, and they had four sons and one daughter. Turnbull 
and others established the Lansdowne Pastoral Company in Queensland. He was 
also associated with the racing industry.

Turnbull owned a large grazing estate at Gembrook, and lived in the Melbourne 
suburb of Toorak, spending each winter in Queensland until 1912. He died in 
Melbourne in 1916.

The Turnbull Trust War Memorial Fund was set up in 1948, and an additional sum 
added to the original Trust in 1964.  Scots’ Church is indeed blessed to have been 
able to bring many wonderful preachers to Australia because of the Turnbull Trust.

References:
Obituaries Australia: Turnbull, John (1841-1916). http://oa.anu.edu.au/obituary/turnbull-john-979
‘The Argus’, 10th March 1916, p. 6. Death of Mr. J. Turnbull, Pastoralist and Sportsman.
Ward, Rowland S. The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838-2013. Australian Scholarly Publishing Pty. Ltd., North 
Melbourne.
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The Annual Business Meeting of 

Scots’ Church was held on Sunday 

12th November 2017, following the 

morning worship service and light 

refreshments. There were about 70 in 

attendance, with a number of apologies 

received.

The Rev. Douglas Robertson introduced 
the Guest Speaker, Mr. Caleb Buster, 
Customer Relations Manager, GPT 
Group, who provided an overview of the 
activities of the GPT Group.

The meeting then proceeded, including 
the acceptance of annual reports and 
financial statements. 

In addition to providing some 
information about financial seminars 
offered to all members elected to the 
Board of Management, our Treasurer, 

Mr. Jim Nuske, presented a paper outlining details of The Scots’ Church 
Precinct, as follows:

The Scots’ Church Precinct

‘The Scots’ Church Precinct consists of the Scots’ Church, opened in 1874; the 
Assembly Hall, opened in 1915 with a fourth storey added in 1935; the Georges 
Building opened in 1880; and 150 Collins Street (known as the Westpac 
Building) leased from 2008 with a 99-year lease. This building replaced the old 
Church Hall, offices and carpark on Russell Street. The carpark had been built 
in 1938.

The Scots’ Church Precinct has a population of approximately 1,750 people 
working in these buildings.

The Westpac Building (150 Collins Street) with 12 floors, has as its Managing 
Tennant, GPT Funds Management, a publicly listed real estate investment 
company with $18.7 billion of real estate assets under management.

 The Scots’ Church and the Westpac building, which 
together form part of the Scots’ Church precinct

Scots’ Church Annual Business Meeting 
12th November 2017



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8

P A G E  7

The occupants in the building include the Victorian Head Office of Westpac, 
one of Australia’s four major banks; The Victorian chamber of Commerce and 
Industry; The Victorian Tourism Industry Council; EMR Capital – a Private 
Equity Management Firm specialising in resources; CCI Lawyers (Workplace 
Relations); Wilson Parking; and retail stores including Fred Perry, Peter 
Jackson, Dryza Bone, Evolve (Cosmetics) and Gold Drop Café – Espresso Bar.  

GPT has a permanent management team on site.  This includes an Operations 
Manager responsible for the day to day operation of the building, a Property 
Services Manager for specialist services, an Operations Manager responsible 
for security and maintenance, and a Customer Relations Manager who 
maintains communication between the occupants and GPT.

Environmentally, the building is at the cutting edge with its environmentally 
sustainable design. It has a six star green rating and work is continuing to 
further improve its rating.

The Assembly Hall (now co-owned with PCV Home Missions) has five levels. 
It is heritage listed and was fully refurbished in 2008/9.

Occupants along with Scots’ include Kay Craddock – Reseller of fine and rare 
books; Gray Reid – Jewelry design, repair and restoration; The Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation; CMMD Lawyers; Popovska and 
Partners – lawyers; three Psychiatrists; and Dolphin Partners – Stockbrokers.

162 Collins Street – referred to as Georges is a four storey building 
constructed in 1883 and refurbished in 1996. The building is let to PPP 
Property Services Pty. Limited with a lease for 20 years from 1999.

The occupants include a restaurant, ‘The George on Collins’.  On the ground 
floor there are several fashion retailers and on the first floor are the offices 
of the Marriner Group, who operate theatres and event venues. Situated on 
the second and third floors are the Melbourne offices of the George Patterson 
Advertising Agency.

A considerable number of organisations other than the Presbyterian Church 
periodically utilise the Assembly Hall and Church building on a regular basis.’  

Our thanks to Jim Nuske for presenting this overview of the Scots’ Church 
Precinct, which was well received by all present.

After further items of business the meeting concluded with the singing of a 
hymn and the benediction.
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Interview
Leah Gordon-Brown

Leah Gordon-Brown was born in Mackay, Queensland, 

the only child of Abigail (nee Rainey) and Robert 

Baden Powell Field. Her mother’s family had left 

County Armagh in Northern Ireland in the late 1800s 

when there was trouble with the Protestants and 

Catholics. The family exited the ship at Townsville 

and went up to Charters Towers to work in the gold 

mines. When the mining finished the family moved 

down to Townsville where Leah’s grandfather 

worked in McKimmin’s Department Store. He died 

in 1918. Their three daughters, Margaret, Leah and 

Abigail, were all born in Charters Towers. Leah’s 

father was born in England, on the day Lord Baden Powell relieved Mafeking 

in the Boer War, hence his Christian names. During his youth he had worked 

on small ships around the world and during World War II he again joined  

the Navy.

When World War II commenced Leah and her mother moved up to Townsville to 
be with her grandmother and Aunt Leah. Leah had started prep school in Mackay, 
and then joined the Central State School until the scholarship class in Grade 7. 
She had always wanted to work in an office and did the commercial course at 
Townsville High School. After passing the Junior Examination she joined the 
Queensland Public Service as a clerk/typist. Her shorthand and typing skills 
earned her a position as secretary to the Public Curator; Leah enjoyed doing his 
legal typing which included the wills of clients. She also relieved in the accounts 
section and started studying accountancy at night school back at her old high 
school. After a few years she became friendly with a visiting Brisbane auditor, 
Hassall Gordon-Brown, and they were married at Townsville in September 
1961. Hassall’s work was based in Brisbane and for a while Leah travelled with 
him in the first half of the year doing audits of Government departments from 
Rockhampton to Cape York; in the latter part of the year they covered the 
southern cities. Leah and Hassall had three daughters. Hassall died in Brisbane 
in 1984. Robyn, their eldest daughter, became a nurse and later went over to 
Canada to further her career. She became interested in diabetic foot care and 
is now undertaking podiatry studies. Their second daughter, Elspeth, followed 
Robyn into nursing but was not really enjoying it; she later studied aviation and 
became a competent pilot in small planes, working in many parts of Australia. 

Leah Gordon-Brown
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Later she was flying in Botswana, Africa, and sadly lost her life in an aircraft 
accident in 1994. Her grave is in the Pioneers’ Cemetery, Maun, and the local 
folk look after the grave for Leah. She has been back a few times and enjoys 
short safari trips, seeing the animals in their natural setting. Their youngest 
daughter, Susan, was interested in photography and studied in London, where 
she met her future husband, Colin. They were married in Brisbane and now live 
in Belgrave, Victoria, this being the reason that Leah moved to Rowville from 
Queensland in 2009. She elected to live in a retirement village, and is about a 25 
minute drive from Susan and Colin. Leah lives independently in a two-bedroom 
unit, and has a shopping centre nearby. She has joined the Waverley Golf Club, 
not far from the retirement village.

While Leah was growing up in Townsville the family did not have a car as they 
lived on Stanton Hill near the city centre. After working for a few years she 
learned to drive a Lambretta motor scooter, which was useful for going to play 
golf and for visiting friends. After her marriage she sold the scooter and used 
the family car in Brisbane. When leaving to live in Melbourne Leah decided to 
sell the car, and now depends on public transport, and taxis when necessary.

During her school days Leah played tennis, and after working for a few years 
became interested in golf, joining the Townsville Golf Club where she played as 
a ‘business girl’ on Saturdays. She continued to play at the Royal Queensland 
Golf Club in Brisbane after she was married, and is still a Country Member 
which enables her to visit any Royal Club overseas. On visits to New Zealand 
and Canada this has allowed her to play with several clubs. Many years ago her 
greatest thrill was being introduced to world-famous golfer Bobby Locke at the 
Royal Queensland Club. 

Leah was introduced to croquet at the retirement village, and plays regularly. 
There is also a walking group, and monthly visits to nearby reserves are most 
enjoyable.

In Brisbane Leah was an active member at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Spring 
Hill. On moving to Melbourne she came to Scots’ Church, and is a communicant 
member. She comes to worship services regularly on Sundays, taking the bus 
and train into Melbourne. After the service she takes the opportunity to meet 
up with Scots’ friends for morning tea and a chat. Leah also enjoys attending 
concerts at Hamer Hall in the evenings, as well as plays and films. If friends from 
Queensland are visiting she meets up with them for a meal and a stroll around 
Federation Square and the surrounds.

We thank Leah for her faithful and consistent attendance and contribution to 
the life of the Scots’ Church family.
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From the Archives

Conversazione

“A meeting for conversation especially about art, literature or science”.

The word first used in 1739 derived from the Italian conversazione from the Latin 
“conversatio”.

In England it began to be used more for a private meeting. By the 19th Century, 
conversazione also referred to assemblies and soirees of people connected with 
the arts or sciences.

The Scots’ Church held several of these annual gatherings that commenced during 
Rev. Dr Charles Strong’s ministry.

A report from The Australasian Sketcher with Pen and Pencil* says:-

“A conversazione in connection with the Scots’ Church Collins Street, took place in 
the Melbourne Town Hall on October 10, 1887.

Pages 1 and 4  of the Annual Conversazione Programme, held in November 1884. The signature on page 4 is 
probably that of William Strachan, Secretary of the Scots’ Church Board for almost 30 years.
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There was a plentiful supply of refreshments provided at tables, which occupied 
3 sides of the hall. A platform was erected on the floor of the hall opposite the 
entrance from Swanston Street, which was occupied by speakers and singers. At 
the commencement of proceedings, Mr J R Edison at the organ played a march 
by G J Van Eyken and after that a variety of Scottish Airs. The hymn commencing 
“O God our Father and our King”, to the tune “Pascal” was then sung by the choir 
of 40 and by the whole of those present with good effect. The Rev Charles Strong 
(who had severed his connection with Scots’ Church) gave the address. He said 
how pleased he was to see such a social gathering, so large and influential in some 
respects, and so well adorned with youth and beauty in others. He noticed that 
there were no clergymen of other denominations present, but was glad to see 
mixing with the congregation of the Scots’ Church many prominent amongst the 
congregations of the Church of England, the Independents, the Wesleyans and of 
the old Church of Rome. He thought this kind of mixture was a truer symbol of the 
church of Christ than the merely sectarian gatherings, which were to be found in 
our ordinary churches of a Sunday.

A number of musical selections were cleverly rendered by the Choir of Scots’ Church 
assisted by others. “Ye Banks and Braes” and “Auld Lang Syne” finished a very pleasant 
evening at 10 o’clock.”

* The Australasian 
Sketcher with Pen 
and Pencil was a 
monthly magazine 
published by the 
proprietors of The 
Argus between 
1873-1889.

Judith Kilmartin

Pages 2 and 3 of the 1884 program.
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The Welcome Desk – My Experiences
Graeme Shaw

It has been a very enlightening experience as I 

have worked as a volunteer on the welcome desk 

each month since June 2017. The people coming 

into Scots’ Church have included visitors from 

the following countries: United Kingdom; United 

States of America; Canada; China; Mexica; New 

Zealand; and many countries in Europe. 

I have found working with ‘Big Ken’ (Ken 
Bowden) very educational. I am amazed at the 
linguistic ability of Ken; he has no difficulty in 
communicating with the visitors in their native 
tongue. I wish I had his skills in that area.

A number of highlights have occurred during my 
days on the welcome desk, and I would like to 
share a couple of these with you.  A lady from 
Townsville, Queensland, came in with her three 
children ranging from 25 to 30 years of age. She 
was keen to come into Scots’ Church as she had 

been married by one of our Turnbull Trust preachers, Dr. Leonard Small of 
Scotland, whose parish church was St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh.  He is widely 
recognised as one of Scotland’s outstanding preachers of the 20th century. 
Then there was a gentleman form Busselton, Western Australia, who said he 
had come to visit Scots’ Church, where his grandparents had been married  
in 1942.

I always enjoy our organist, Douglas Lawrence, coming up to see us and sharing 
some of his humour. Much to Douglas’s horror we share important date in our 
lives, both being born in the same year, some two months apart. However our 
date of birth is one thing in our lives that we cannot change!

If any members of Scots’ Church have time to spare I strongly recommend 
you spend some time on the welcome desk during the week. Visitors are of a 
common opinion – how much they enjoy looking through the church, taking 
photographs, and praying for friends. It is also good to have Scots’ staff checking 
to ensure that all is well during the time that the church is open to visitors.

Graeme Shaw, January 2018.

St. Cuthbert’s Church, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, where Dr. Leonard Small, one 
of our Turnbull Trust preachers, was 
minister for many years.
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The pistachio (Pistachia vera) 
is a small tree originally from 
Central Asia and the Middle East. 
A member of the cashew family, 
its seeds are widely consumed as 
food.

A desert plant highly tolerant of 
saline soil, the pistachio tree grows 
up to 10 metres tall. It has deciduous 
leaves 10 to 20 centimetres long; 
there are separate male and 
female trees, each with very small 
flowers. The fruit has a hard, cream 
coloured exterior shell containing 
one elongated seed, the edible ‘nut’. 
When ripe the shell splits partly 
open. 

Pistachios are one of the oldest flowering edible nut trees. Recent archaeological 
evidence shows that pistachios were enjoyed as food as early as 7,000 BC. 
Flourishing in hot climates, they became a treasured delicacy with royalty, travellers 
and ordinary people. The plant was probably introduced into Israel from Syria or 
Persia in antiquity. The hanging gardens of Babylon were said to have included 
pistachio trees during the reign of King Merodach-Baladan about 700 BC. According 
to legend pistachios were a favourite of the Queen of Sheba; she decreed that they 
were royal food with commoners forbidden from growing the nut for personal 
use. The modern pistachio was first cultivated in Central Asia during the Bronze 
Age where the earliest example is from a site in modern Uzbekistan. During the 
reign of Alexander the Great (fourth century BC) the nut reached Greece, and was 
introduced into Italy and Spain during the rule of the Emperor Tiberius, in the first 
century AD. Since then the pistachio has been cultivated in many parts of the world, 
in more recent times in Australia, New Mexico and California.

Plants of the Bible

Pistachio

Kerman cultivar of Pistachia vera with ripening nuts.  
Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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The pistachio is mentioned only 
once in the Bible, in Genesis 43:11, 
where it is included in a list of 
appropriate gifts for an esteemed 
man.

Pistachio nuts can be eaten whole, 
either fresh or roasted, and are 
used in a range of food products 
and recipes. The pistachio has been 
used as a dyeing agent, and as a folk 
remedy for a range of ailments from 
toothache to sclerosis of the liver. 
The high nutritional value and long 
storage life of the pistachio made it 
an indispensable travel item among 
early traders and explorers.Along 
with almonds, pistachios were 
carried along the ancient Silk Road 
connecting China with the West. 
Nutritionally the pistachio is a rich 
source of protein, fibre, several minerals, and vitamins niacin and B6. It is thought 
that eating pistachios daily, as with other nuts, may reduce the risk of heart disease, 
and may also help to lower blood pressure.

Pistachio trees are vulnerable to a number of diseases including fungal infestations, 
and are also susceptible to severe drought conditions.

As with other tree seeds, aflatoxin is found in poorly harvested or processed 
pistachios. Aflatoxins are carcinogenic chemicals produced by species of the 
Aspergillus mould and contamination of harvests may cause outbreaks of acute 
illness. Strict food safety regulations apply to the level of aflatoxins in pistachios and 
other nuts.

References:
American Pistachio Growers: History. www.americanpistachios.org/power-of-pistachio/history
Pistachio Growers’ Association: History of the Australian Pistachio Industry.  https://www.pgai.com.au/history
Top Food Facts: History of the Pistachio,  www.topfoodfacts.com/history-of-the-pistachio/
Wikipedia: Pistachio. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pistachio
Zohary, Michael.  Plants of the Bible.  Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

A pistachio tree growing in lava rock.   
Credit: Creative Commons.
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Interview
Jenny Kim

Just a year after World War started in the Far 

East, Jenny was born in Busan, a southern port 

city of Korea that was then under Japanese rule. 

She was too young to know anything about the 

turmoil in the country after the war but knew 

something of the Korean War that deprived her 

of the classroom in her primary school. Although 

she had to study in a tent set up on a hill, Jenny 

and the other children were happy.

At that time one of Jenny’s friends happened to be 
the daughter of the minister of a church near their 
house. That is how she started going to church 
although she did not know what it was about. One 
day however she found that it had been built by 
Australian missionaries who ran a hospital nearby as well. At the time Jenny 
was not interested in finding out where it was and why they came to Korea.

After primary school Jenny was sent to a ‘normal school’ where primary 
school teachers were trained, as her parents believed she was destined to be 
unmarried for the rest of her life. This was because she was born in the year 
of the white horse according to the Korean horoscope. The job of a primary 
teacher was regarded as secure and good for earning a living. They were not 
determined however to make her a teacher, but allowed her to continue to 
study at university. She went on to study chemistry and specialised in protein 
for her Master’s degree. Upon graduation Jenny was given a teaching position 
in the chemistry department of the university where she had completed her 
studies. Everything was going well and Jenny was content with her life.

Then Jenny met a man in the English conversation classes held once a week in 
the United States Information Services in Busan. He was a journalist and she 
found him attractive. She later found that he was soon to leave for Australia on 
a Rotary International scholarship. Several months before his departure they 
were married, but Jenny had to remain in Korea, thinking it would be a few 
months before she could join him in Australia; it happened to be several years.

Jenny Kim
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In 1974 they were 
reunited in Sydney, 
where her husband had 
bought a house for the 
family of three, including 
their son Michael, who 
had been born in Busan. 
To help pay for the house 
Jenny had to find a job; 
it was impossible to get 
employment suitable 
for her qualifications as 
they were not recognised 
in Australia. She had 
no choice but settled 
with odd jobs, until 
they moved to Canberra 
where her husband was offered a job with the Federal Government. Luckily 
Jenny was able to get a job with the Department of Defence. A year later their 
daughter Julia was born. While in Canberra they started a Korean church that 
helped Korean migrants and students there.

In 1994 Jenny’s husband was transferred to the Refugee Review Tribunal 
in Melbourne. The family settled in Parkville next to Melbourne University, 
leaving Michael in Sydney as he had started a course in dentistry at Sydney 
University. He is now married with two children. Soon after they came to 
Melbourne their daughter Julia went to the United States for further study. She 
became a professor of violin at Calvin College near Chicago, and met an ethnic 
Korean from Germany. Now Julia and her husband live in London and have 
three daughters: Naomi, Clara and Esther. Jenny and her husband visited them 
last year before joining a cruise of the Mediterranean.

Jenny was first attracted to Scots’ Church because of its building, location 
and Presbyterianism. She had attended a church in Korea that followed the 
same tradition. A few years ago she became a communicant member of Scots’ 
Church. On reflection, Jenny feels she was led and blessed by God to come to 
Australia. She had no intention to come here, but He guided her to this land and 
allowed Jenny and her family to live with abundant blessings.

Our thanks to Jenny for her faithful and consistent worship, fellowship and 
contribution to the life  of the Scots’ Church family.

A vista of Busan, Korea, from the Busan Tower, 2008..  
Credit: Creative Commons.
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches  

Past And Present

Learmonth

When the rural township of 
Learmonth was first surveyed in 
1859 the Presbyterian Church was 
already established, along with 
Roman Catholic and Wesleyan 
churches. Learmonth is situated 
on the Sunraysia Highway, 20 
kilometres north-west of Ballarat 
and close to the north shore of Lake 
Learmonth.

It was named after the Learmonth 
brothers, who established a pastoral 
run at Burrumbeet and settled on 
the Ercildoune estate. The Sunraysia 
Highway was originally a busy road 
linking Ballarat with the Avoca 
goldfields. The distance of Learmonth 
from Ballarat made it an easy day’s 
ride thus convenient as an overnight 
stopping place for the diggers. During 
the 1860s and 1870s Learmonth was a busy township, with several hotels, four 
blacksmiths, four general stores, two bakeries, a doctor, and saddlers’ shops.

At a meeting of Presbyterians in the district held at a Burrumbeet farm on 13th March 
1857, it was resolved to build a church and manse, with a committee appointed to 
move this forward. A further meeting held three weeks later resulted in a decision to 
build a church on the north side of Lake Learmonth, and to apply to the Government 
for a building site. As the town blocks were still being allocated, the committee 
members were able to choose the site they considered most appropriate. Some two 
months later, in August 1857, plans were adopted for a church and manse. A wooden 

 Learmonth Uniting Church (previously Presbyterian)
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church building 50 feet by 28 feet (15.3 by 8.5 
metres) and a manse of four rooms, a centre 
passage and a front verandah, were opened in 
February 1858. The first minister of the church 
was the Rev. George Mackie, who had arrived 
in Sydney in 1849, ministering first in Sydney 
then at Kiama before coming to Learmonth 
where he also held services at Burrumbeet. He 
was very active and established churches in the 
district, at Miner’s Rest, Creswick and Clunes. He 
also helped to create the Presbytery of Ballarat. 
Following the untimely death of his wife and 
youngest daughter from diphtheria in 1860, he 
moved to Horsham.

The first service of Holy Communion was held 
in May 1859, and during that year five members 
were elected, ordained and inducted as elders 

of the congregation. Following a short ministry by the Rev. John Downs, the Rev. 
Robert Hamilton, MA was called and took up the ministry in 1863, remaining at 
Learmonth until 1900. During his long ministry, a substantial bluestone church 
replaced the earlier wooden structure. The foundation stone was laid by Sir Samuel 
Wilson, now owner of Ercildoune, on 21st November 1875, and opened for worship 
almost free of debt on 19th March 1876. It is of interest to note that Samuel Wilson 
also endowed the magnificent stained glass window, ‘The Teachings of Jesus’, 
above the organ gallery at the rear of Scots’ Church, in 1876. This window was 
manufactured by Ferguson and Urie of Melbourne.

Learmonth Presbyterian Church was built of local bluestone, with some Gothic 
features and a distinctive steeple. It was designed by the noted English architect 
Charles Francis Hansom (1817–1888), who favoured the Gothic Revival style. The 
construction of the building was overseen by Ballarat architect Henry Richard Caselli 
(1816–1885), who was born in Cornwall and migrated to Australia in 1853, first 
working as a gold miner at Ballarat and later moving into architecture. He planned 
many buildings around Ballarat, including the Ebenezer Presbyterian Church. A new 
manse was built in 1890. A stone fence at the front of the church was presented by 
Mr. Alexander Wilson of Mt. Emu, and a Sunday school, built of stone, was added in 
1909. 

Detail of a nave window, Learmonth  
Uniting Church.
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Ministers in the early part of the 20th century included the Rev. J. A. Crockett who 
moved on to Brunswick; the Rev. J. Smiley who later accepted a call to Sandringham; 
the Rev. J. K. Robertson who went on to a ministry at Murrumbeena; the Rev. J. H. 
R. Halford who transferred to Mansfield; the Rev. J. J. W. Scott who accepted a call 
to Warracknabeal, and the Rev. K. K. Luck. At the time of Church union in 1977 the 
Learmonth Presbyterian Church voted to become Uniting. 

It is of interest to note that, in 1860, at the request of the Wesleyans, the Learmonth 
Presbyterian Church took over the management of the Learmonth Combined 
School, first established in 1859 and initially conducted by Wesleyans and 
Presbyterians. The school moved to the Presbyterian Church from the Wesleyan site 
until a school was built on a site next to the Church in 1862. The school continued 
to meet the educational needs of the children in the district until it was vested with 
the Education Department in 1873, becoming known from that time as Learmonth 
State School No. 386.

The earlier wooden Presbyterian Church, with the school house on the right, and Lake Learmonth in the 
distance, taken in 1866.   
Credit:  Archibald Vincent Smith, State Library of Victoria.
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The township of Learmonth is now listed as a Heritage Precinct, with the town being 
characterised by a mixture of 19th and early 20th century residential, commercial 
and community buildings. It is surrounded by rich agricultural country and several 
ancient volcanic cones, with Lake Learmonth being located close by. It is well worth 
a visit.
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The ‘Heritage Walk’ plaque on the front fence of the Church.
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A Visitor To Scots’ Church  
From the 1950S

Mrs. Diana Burton (nee McKendry) and her 

stepdaughter and good friend Kaye were 

visitors to Scots’ at the morning worship 

service on 24th December 2017. Diana was 

a member of Scots’ Church for three years 

during the ministry of the Rev. Archibald 

Crichton Barr.

Diana grew up in Boort, a town 250 
kilometres northwest of Melbourne and 
90 kilometres west of Bendigo. In 1952 she 
came to the Alfred Hospital, Prahran, to 
commence her general nurse training. With 
a Presbyterian background Diana began to 
attend Scots’ Church, mostly coming to the 
morning worship services as her nursing 

shifts allowed and joining Scots’ 
as a member. Diana was also active 
in the ANCM (Australian Nurses’ 
Christian Movement) (later 
known as the Nurses’ Christian 
Fellowship) during the three years 
of her training at the Alfred.

Diana and her late husband 
lived at Buderim, Queensland 
and were active members of 
the Maroochydore Presbyterian 
Church for 20 years. They later 
moved to Twin Waters, an area 
relatively recently developed 
north of Maroochydore on the 

Sunshine Coast, and transferred their membership to the local Westminster 
Presbyterian Church just 2½ years ago. Diana continues to worship there. She 
and Kaye enjoying coming to Scots’ Church to services whenever they are in 
Melbourne.

Visitors to Scots’ Church on Christmas Eve – Diana Burton and 
her stepdaughter Kaye Burton.

The Rev. Crichton Barr, Minister at Scots’ from 
1947 to 1965.  Credit: Scots’ Church Archives.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8

P A G E  2 2

Goldfields, Scots and Religion

The mid-19th century saw 

significant Scottish emigration to 

Australia, with Victoria being the 

most popular colony in which to 

settle. In the first Victorian census 

of 1854 people from Scotland 

were the third largest group after 

the English and Irish, numbering 

over 36,000. Another 17,000 

followed over the next three 

years, many hoping to make their 

fortunes on the goldfields after 

the Victorian gold rush began in 

the early 1850s.

A high proportion of Scottish 
arrivals in the 1850s were assisted migrants, with the government hoping 
that many would be employed in the agricultural industries rather than the 
goldfields. However a considerable number could not resist the lure of the gold 
diggings. William Campbell, who arrived in Australia in 1838 and discovered 
the first gold at Clunes in early 1850, was Scottish; the first of many to dig for  
their fortune.

The Scottish immigrants who settled in Victoria made a major contribution 
to local communities. They helped to build infrastructure while ensuring that 
elements of their Scottish heritage were preserved. Presbyterian churches and 
schools, founded in many instances by Scottish squatters, sprang up in gold 
mining towns such as Ballarat and Bendigo, and Scottish gatherings on the 
goldfields featured highland games and pipe bands.

From the early days of the gold rush, churches were well represented on the 
diggings. Wesleyans were the first to establish churches at Mount Alexander 
and Ballarat, as they were able to form congregations without permanent 
ministers because of their long tradition of lay preaching. Other denominations, 
including Presbyterians, soon followed, although Roman Catholic churches 
were slower to develop as the practice of religion required consecrated priests. 
The first church services were held in the open air, wherever there was a 
crowd. People were made aware that services were about to commence by 

Forest Creek, Victorian goldfields, 1852-3, shows a preacher 
with a Bible in his hand speaking to a group of people.  
Watercolour by S.T. Gill.  Credit: State Library of Victoria.
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cries or the ringing of bells. Sermons were delivered from tree stumps, rocks 
or overturned barrows, to name a few options. As the diggings developed and 
became more established, canvas tents were replaced by wooden, solid brick 
or stone churches.

In an attempt to increase the number of clergy at the gold diggings and attract 
ministers of high quality, the government increased their pay with money 
obtained from gold revenue. Ministering on the goldfields was not easy. It 
involved many miles of arduous travel on poorly constructed roads or tracks, 
and the minister was required to provide moral and spiritual guidance to an 
itinerant population with notions of wealth and greed generated by gold mania. 
Ministers also performed rites of the church including funeral services, as many 
diggers died from accident or disease due to the primitive living conditions that 
prevailed before larger and more permanent settlements were established.

During the early gold rushes Sunday was a special day. The government had 
decreed that the day should be treated with reverence, and that no mining 
should be done. Licences issued to diggers instructed that ‘all Persons on the 
Gold Fields maintain and assist in maintaining due and proper observance of 
Sundays’, with this being overseen by the Gold Fields Commissioners. From 
contemporary accounts it appears that this was respected, with diggers having 
the day free for such activities as writing letters, washing and wood chopping 
as well as attending worship services.

Gold diggings, Ararat, Victoria. Oil painting by Edward Roper, 1854.
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Unfortunately, for some people the goldfields afforded an opportunity to 
abandon their traditional practices of worship. As he delivered his first 
sermon at Mount Alexander, the Rev. Mr. Sullivan quoted from the Bible: ‘For 
what profiteth a man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul...’. A 
correspondent of ‘The Argus’ who was present at the service noted ‘it was but 
thinly attended’.

Other religious institutions were also established as time progressed. The first 
synagogue in Ballarat was built in 1855 and, at one stage, Castlemaine had five 
joss houses, these being the temples where Chinese deities were worshipped. 

The Presbyterian churches established in Melbourne and regional towns across 
Victoria were affected by the gold rushes of the 1850s and beyond. Congregations 
lost people who moved to the diggings, tempted by the possibility of making 
a fortune. Many returned to their previous life disillusioned by the difficulties 
they faced as they sought gold, so that over time communities moved towards 
stability. Many of the Presbyterian churches found in regional Victoria owe their 
origin to the congregations that grew out of the rapidly expanding settlements 
with the gold rush.

References:
Electronic Encyclopaedia of Gold in Australia: sections on Recreation and Entertainment; Religion; and Scottish.    
http://www.egold.net.au/
Immigration Museum: Origins: History of immigration from Scotland.  
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/origins/history.aspx?pid=52
Stone, Derrick and Sue Mackinnon. Life on the Australian Goldfields. Popular Books, Frenchs Forest, NSW, 1984.

The Yackandandah Cemetery, where the headstones tell a story of a bygone era of hardship and gold mining in the 
area. The first burial was in 1859 and the oldest headstone dates from 1860.  Credit: Pete Quon, Indigo Shire Council.
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St. Andrew’s Day  

2017

St. Andrew’s Day was celebrated 
at Scots’ Church on Sunday 26th 
November, with a Cantata by 
J.S. Bach in the morning worship 
service, followed by luncheon and 
a musical program with a Scottish 
theme. Traditionally celebrated 
on 30th November each year, St. 
Andrew’s Day is the feast day of 
St. Andrew, the patron saint of 
Scotland. 

Cantata 61: ‘Nun komm der Heiden 
Heiland’ (Come, Redeemer of our 
race’) by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750) was sung as the anthem in the 
worship service. The hymn on which 
this chorale is based was originally 
an adaptation by Martin Luther of 
an earlier Latin hymn ascribed to St. 
Ambrose (c.350-397 AD). It was used 
by Bach a number of times in cantatas 
and chorale preludes for the organ. 
Soloists from our choir were joined 
by the Melbourne Baroque Orchestra 
for the presentation of the cantata, 
which was very much appreciated by 
the congregation. The Rev. Douglas 
Robertson conducted the service, with his sermon, ‘Steadfast and Faithful’, being 
most relevant to the occasion.

The delicious luncheon that followed began with the traditional piping in of the 
haggis, with Tom Stirling presiding and doing the honours.

From left, the piper, with David Neilson and  
Tom Stirling, about to pipe in the haggis.

 Tom Stirling does ‘the honours’ as David Neilson 
looks on.
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The Scottish theme of the musical program celebrated the special day. It was 
organised by Diana Mayne, who was also the pianist. The compere was Stewart 
Banks, and entertainment was provided by members of the Scots’ choir, Duncan 
Robertson, Graeme Harris, Bruce Evans, David Neilson and Douglas Robertson. 
There were also opportunities for all to join in singing some well-known Scottish 
songs.

Our special thanks to all who contributed to a wonderful celebration of St. Andrew’s 
Day.

From left, Stewart Banks, Diana Mayne, and David Neilson are amongst those enjoying lunch prior to  the 
musical program.

Some of the congregation enjoying fellowship 
over lunch.

Duncan Robertson was one of the soloists for the 
musical program.
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The Scots’ Church PWMU

The Scots’ Church branch of the PWMU 

(Presbyterian Women’s Missionary 

Union) meets monthly to raise funds in 

support of missionaries and to listen to 

guest speakers covering many and varied 

subjects of interest to members. 

September 2017 meeting

The guest speaker at the September 2017 
meeting was Rev. John Dekker from the 
Australian Presbyterian World Mission 
(APWM) in Vanuatu. Through electronic 
presentation John discussed his calling, 
work, family and the Vanuatu environment. 
Members found it a most interesting 
presentation.

John’s calling is to theological education, 
training pastors to strengthen and 
encourage Christian outreach. He teaches 
Greek to the Bachelor of Ministry students 

at Talua Theological Training Institute which is run by the Presbyterian Church 
of Vanuatu.

Vanuatu is a beautiful island nation consisting of 83 islands with 100 different 
languages and a population of 250,000. John and his family live on the biggest 
island of Espiritu Santo. Previously known as the New Hebrides, Vanuatu 
became independent in 1980.

John with his wife Kara and three children Galilee, Zephaniah, and Eden have 
been on Home Assignment time in Australia visiting and speaking to four PWMU 
meetings and preaching at eight different churches plus three other speaking 
engagements. They intend spending time in the USA to holiday with Kara’s 
family and then return to Vanuatu mid-January 2018 for John to continue his 
ministry.   

A donation from Scots’ Church PWMU was given to John towards his work in 
Vanuatu.

John Dekker with his wife Kara and three 
children Galilee, Zephaniah, and Eden.
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November 2017 meeting

The November 2017 meeting was the Annual General Meeting (AGM) during 
which Rev Richard O’Brien conducted the election of office bearers and was the 
guest speaker. He spoke about his involvement in three funerals during 2017.

The first was for his Uncle who as a teenager suffered lead poisoning the 
treatment for which resulted in him being institutionalised. He hardly spoke 
for the rest of his life. Richard and all of his family ensured that his funeral was 
personal, dignified and important.

The second funeral was for a man involved in retail in the city for more than 50 
years. He became a friend of Richard’s through the Collins Street Precinct. His 
memorial service was held at Scots’ Church and attended by prominent people 
including the Lord Mayor. They spoke about his engagement with the people 
and life of the CBD. Community was very important and he was never afraid to 
put in the time and effort to solve a problem. 

The third funeral was for very dear friends of Richard and Rosemary. They were 
husband and wife and tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident.  Both were 
humble and generous and brilliant academics; he part of a team awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry and she a Fulbright Scholar.  Their friendship and 
their conversation has been precious to Richard in his life. 

Thought provoking messages were: the two qualities of friendship are 
vulnerable transparency and sacrificial loyalty; and no matter who you are or 
your standing in life, everyone is important and their life matters.

Following the meeting members enjoyed a Christmas luncheon during which 
gifts were exchanged through the Kris Kringle tradition.

Caroline Allinson

Scots’ PWMU encourages new members to join and participate in meetings and hear of the work of 
missionaries in their mission field. For further information please contact Margaret Lowe (03) 9877 1305 
or Judith

The Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union of Victoria is an organisation within the 
Presbyterian church of Victoria, of which Scots’ PWMU is a member branch.

It exists to encourage prayerful interest and support for the missionary enterprises 
of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria both at home and abroad.
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Highgate United Reformed Church,  
London

Now the minister at Highgate United 

Reformed Church, London, the Rev. 

David Currie was previously with us 

at Scots’ Church for about five years. 

Since David and his wife Gwen have 

been in London, several members of 

the Scots’ congregation have been able 

to visit them at Highgate. Highgate 

United Reformed Church can trace 

its origins back for more than three 

centuries.

The first ‘nonconformist’ congregation 
in Highgate met as early as 1662. At this 
time the monarchy had been restored 
following the demise of Cromwell’s 
Commonwealth. The Act of Uniformity 
in 1662 ejected from the Church of 
England any clergymen who did not 
accept the imposed prayer book. The 
Five Mile Act which followed in 1665 
banned and ejected ministers from 
coming within five miles of any place where they had served as a vicar.  As 
Highgate was just over five miles from Charing Cross, ejected members of the 
clergy from central London could legitimately live there. One such minister, 
William Rathbone, held meetings in a house he purchased. However the first 
documented services were held in 1672 when another ejected minister, John 
Storer, preached to congregations in his cottage. After the Act of Toleration 
of 1689 had granted freedom of worship to nonconformists, the first meeting-
house of the congregation was built. It was later rebuilt in 1809 and is now the 
library of Highgate School.

This first meeting-house closed in 1798. During this early period the preaching 
had moved towards a liberal or even Unitarian tinge. The result of this theological 
direction was the establishment of a Secession Chapel, founded in 1778 by 
those who had seceded from the old meeting house with its liberal theology, 
together with a group of evangelical followers of the Countess of Huntingdon. 

An early image of Pond Square Chapel, built in 1859. 
Credit: Image courtesy Rev. David Currie.
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The new congregation met in a number of 
buildings, finally opening one in 1822 and taking 
the name Congregational. Social improvement 
and education became a focus, with a free library 
and reading room being built in 1860, the Working 
Men’s Club following in 1861, and dwelling places 
to house the poor some two years later. During 
this period, under the vibrant ministry of Josiah 
Viney, the Pond Square Chapel was built in 1859 
by George Carter to a design by Thomas Roger 
Smith. It was light and airy compared with the 
Neo-Gothic design of many Victorian churches. 

In 1877, mostly due to the initiative of expatriate 
Scots, Presbyterianism became established in the 
district with a new church opening in Cromwell 
Place. The Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches remained strong and active well into 

the 20th century. Both buildings sustained bomb damage during World War 
II. Following the war both churches experienced declining membership. 
Although the traditions of both were clearly distinguishable, there was much 
that they shared. In the 1960s the two congregations began to work towards 
union, this being achieved in 1967 with 
the establishment of Highgate United 
Reformed Church.

Until 1982 worship was mostly based 
at the church in Cromwell Avenue. This 
was ultimately sold with the proceeds 
enabling a major refurbishment of the 
Pond Square Chapel. This reopened for 
worship in 1984, with the intention of 
allowing the building to be used by the 
community as well as the congregation. 
It provides a venue for the arts, music, 
social service and education, as well 
as worship. It is in this building that the Highgate United Reformed Church 
continues to meet.

References:

Highgate United Reformed Church: History.  http://www.highgate.co.uk/home/history
Pond Square Chapel: Three Centuries of Religious Dissent in Highgate Village. (Undated)

The interior of Highgate United Reformed Church, 
taken on the day of Rev. David Currie’s ‘Welcome 
Service’ on 21st May 2017.

Highgate United Reformed Church 
today.  Credit: Image courtesy 
Elizabeth Lewis.
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Selina, Countess Of Huntingdon

The article on the history of Highgate Reformed 
Church (pages 29 to 30 of this Leaflet) includes a 
reference to the Countess of Huntingdon, whose 
evangelical followers were among those who had 
seceded from the original meeting house in 1778.

Selina Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon (24/8/1707 
– 17/6/1791) was a philanthropist and an influential 
leader in the 18th century religious revival movement. 
Born Lady Selina Shirley to Lord Washington Shirley 
and Lady Mary Shirley, she spent a privileged 
childhood on the family estates of Leicestershire and 
Ireland. She married Theophilus Hastings, ninth Earl 
of Huntingdon, in 1728, becoming the Countess of 
Huntingdon. She gave birth to seven children, four of 
whom survived until adulthood.

In 1739 Lady Huntingdon joined the first Methodist 
society in Fetters Lane, London. Following the death of her husband in 1746 she 
joined with John Wesley and George Whitefield in the work of the great revival.  
She opened private chapels attached to her residences, being allowed to do this 
as a peeress of the realm. These were used for public preaching of the gospel, but 
became a source of contention from the local Anglican clergy. She reluctantly 
seceded from the Church of England in 1781. Whitefield helped her to establish 
the ‘Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion’, a Calvanistic movement within the 
Methodist church that continues to this day. She founded many chapels, providing 
funding for a large number of these. She also opened a college in 1768, where 
young men were able to train for the ministry. 

Lady Huntingdon was a strong supporter of missionary endeavours in North 
America over many years, and was also active in supervising the 64 chapels she had 
established. On her death these were bequeathed to four trustees. In her will she 
requested that no biographies be written, and none were attempted until 90 years 
after her death. This was because she had no desire to be recognised, so that God 
might receive all the glory.
References:
Countess of Huntingdons Connexion: History of the Connexion. http://www.cofhconnexion.org.uk/history
The Philanthropists: Selina Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon. https://www.challies.com/articles/the-philanthropists-
selina-hastings-countess-of-huntingdon/
Wikipedia: Selina Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selina_Hastings,_Countess_of_
Huntingdon

The Countess of Huntingdon, 
an oil painting from 1770 by an 
unknown artist.  
Credit: Creative Commons.
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GOD chose who?

The world might say there are many reasons why God wouldn’t want to use you or me.
But don’t worry---
Mosses stuttered.

David’s armour didn’t fit.
John Mark was rejected by Paul.

Hosea’s wife was a prostitute.
Amos’s only training was in the school of fig tree pruning…

Solomon was too rich.
Abraham was too old.
David was too young.
Timothy had ulcers.

Peter was afraid of death.
Lazarus was dead.

John was self-righteous.
Naomi was a widow.
Paul was a murderer.

So was Moses.
Jonah ran from God.
Miriam was a gossip.

Gideon and Thomas both doubted.
Jeremiah was depressed and suicidal.

Elijah was burned out.
John the Baptist was noisy.

Martha was a worrier.
Mary was lazy.

Samson had long hair.
Noah got drunk.

Did I mention Moses had a short fuse?
So did Peter and Paul- well lots of folk do?
But God doesn’t require a job interview.

There may be lots of reasons why God shouldn’t choose us.
But He does!

He wants each of us to become more like Jesus.
But he takes you just the way you are!

Author Unknown
Submitted by Tom Stirling
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Towns of the Bible:  
Bethany

The village of Bethany, on the eastern slopes 

of the Mount of Olives, was a favourite 

resting place for Jesus. It is about three 

kilometres from Jerusalem, not far from the 

point at which the road to Jericho begins 

its steep descent into the valley of the River 

Jordan.

The area in which Bethany is located is 
described as a woody hollow, with many 
fruit trees including olives, almonds and 
pomegranates as well as oaks and carobs. 
From a distance the village has been described 
as ‘remarkably beautiful’ but on closer view 
is found to be partly ruined, with about 20 
families living in the hamlet there. The present 
Arab village is called Al-Azariyeh, an Arabic 
version of Lazarus, as it is the site of the 
tomb of Lazarus. He lived in Bethany with his 
sisters Martha and Mary and Jesus is reputed 
to have stayed with the family. When Lazarus 
was dying Mary and Martha sent for Jesus. 
His arrival was delayed by some days so that 
Lazarus had died by the time he arrived. (John 
11:1-44). The miracle of the raising of Lazarus 
from the dead confirmed the determination of 
religious leaders in Jerusalem to have Jesus put to death.

In addition to the raising of Lazarus, Bethany is also associated with two other 
events in the life of Jesus. The first relates to the complaint of Martha that her 
sister Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus and listening to him, rather than 
helping her with the work. Jesus replied that Mary had chosen the better part 
that would not be taken away from her. (See Luke 10: 38-42). The second relates 
to dinner in the house of Simon the leper, when Mary took a jar of expensive 
ointment and poured it over the feet of Jesus, in an act he saw as the anointing 
of his body in preparation for burial. (See Matthew 26: 6-13). It was also in the 
vicinity of Bethany that the ascension of Christ took place.

An early photo of Bethany, taken prior to 
1913. Credit: Matson Collection, Library of 
Congress. Creative Commons
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The tomb of Lazarus 
was identified as the 
tomb of the gospel 
account as early as 
the fourth century AD. 
Christian churches 
have been built on this 
site since the early 
centuries, and in 333 
AD an anonymous 
pilgrim from Bordeaux 
reported seeing the 
crypt where Lazarus 
had been buried. 
However by the 14th 
century the churches 
were in ruins and the 

original tomb entrance had been turned into a mosque. Some 200 years later 
the Franciscans cut through soft rock to create the present entrance to the 
tomb. Today’s pilgrims enter by a flight of stairs down to the vestibule. Several 
more steps lead to the burial chamber. The present Catholic church was built in 
1954, and includes mosaics depicting the story. A Greek Orthodox church west 
of the tomb is dedicated to Simon the Leper. 

Unfortunately Bethany, on the West Bank, has been cut off from Jerusalem by 
a wall since 2005. These days travelling from the Mount of Olives to Bethany 
requires a long detour so the tomb of Lazarus is somewhat isolated from the 
normal tourist route.

Historians have also concluded that ancient Bethany was the site of an alms 
house for the poor, and a place where the sick could be cared for. This is 
confirmed by details contained in the Temple Scroll from Qumran.

The village of Bethany should not be confused with Bethany Beyond the Jordan, 
another village where Jesus was baptised.

References:

Bible History Online: Bethany.  http://www.bible-history.com/geography/ancient-israel/bethany.html
McClintock and Strong Biblical Cyclopedia: Bethany. http://www.biblicalcyclopedia.com/B/bethany.html
See the Holy Land: Bethany.  http://www.seetheholyland.net/bethany/
Wikipedia: Bethany(biblical village). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethany_(biblical_village)

A stone church with a silver dome, in Bethany. Credit: Djampa, 2011.  
Creative Commons
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Scots’ Church – A Sketch  

By Molly (10 Years Old)

Grandchildren of Ian and Eileen Marshall, Molly (10 years) and Jack (7 years), 
were young visitors to the morning worship service on Christmas Eve. Molly 
and Jack both enjoy drawing and Jack also does numbers.

About to go into Grade 5, Molly enjoys art as her favourite subject. She draws and 
paints a range of subjects including flowers, trees and landscapes. On this visit to 
Scots’ Church Molly completed a pencil drawing of the apse. She has included detail 
of the stonework and wood carving, as well as the banner of Sir Robert Menzies 
from the Order of the Thistle.

Well done Molly!
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for 
kids

Word search
Acts Chapter 9
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 4) 

ANANIAS
BARNABAS

BASKET
DAMASCUS
DISCIPLES

JESUS
LIGHT

PERSECUTING
PREACH

PROCLAIMED
SAUL

SCALES
SIGHT

SYNAGOGUES
VISIONwww.WordSearchMaker.com

Help Saul find the way to a home in Damascus

S O N A N A N I A S O F

P S A B A N R A B G O G

R E D V J T Y R T S N N

O L U A S C Y V E I S S

C P D T Q I I U T P U X

L I G H T S G U F S C T

A C H X I O C H E R S C

I S K O G E V J T T A D

M I N A S R Y J N J M L

E D N R H C A E R P A K

D Y E N S E L A C S D P

S P B L R T E K S A B T
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In Memoriam

William Arie JURRJENS
17th July 1931 – 11th November 2017

A Thanksgiving Service for the life of William 

(Bill) Jurrjens was held at Scots’ Church on 

Monday 20th November 2017. During the service 

Eric Jurrjens, one of Bill’s sons, gave a eulogy on 

behalf of the family, from which the following is 

taken:

‘Today as we would normally mourn the passing of 
dad, I ask you to rather celebrate his life, a life full 

of joy, love, caring and compassion. On 17th July 1931 Carel and Bernardina 
Jurrjens welcomed their first-born son Wim into the world; in the following 
years three more sons and three daughters would follow. Dad spoke to me of 
having fond memories of going on holidays to the seaside in Zandvoort and 
the isle of Texel. He had a very hard childhood as did most back then as the 
war started, and it was the winter of 1944/45 when both Dad and his brother 
John were sent to the countryside to stay with strangers to keep them alive, as 
there was virtually no food, clothing or heating available. This practice was not 
uncommon as most of the children in the city did this.

He loved the scouting movement and was a leader of his own cub pack. It was at 
this time in his life while just 15 that he met with a nasty accident. There were 
so many guns still around after the war and Dad had his left eye shot out whilst 
attending a club meeting; however he stayed with the scouts for many years.

On the 10th September 1955, he asked a lovely young woman to be his girlfriend 
and two years later Thea Bierma and Wim Jurrjens were married. Only one 
month after this dad’s parents along with his brothers and sisters migrated to 
Australia. After only one year mum and dad also came here. They were both 
members of the Reformed Church and dad was on the building committee for 
the Box Hill Church. Between 1960 and 1965 four sons were born; Jeff, Bill, Eric 
and Andrew. Dad was very much a family man and heavily supported youth 
work and schools, he also was a founding member of the Donvale Christian 
School which opened its doors in 1975. Most of the holidays were spent at 
Wilsons Promontory, a family favourite. In his younger years dad started out 
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helping in his father’s coal merchant business until he finished his studies and 
obtained his commercial qualifications in insurance. He continued to do this 
up to 1982 when a decision was made to import gas log fires and cooktops into 
Australia, Not many people would be aware of this but up till then you could 
only get an all gas stove and top or an all-electric unit, It took years of fighting 
to have this strange concept of an electric oven with a gas cook top to be sold 
here. He continued to do this up to his retirement.

I think that retirement was his favourite time as he would spend hours with the 
grandchildren, going for walks or just playing with them. Anthony [a grandson] 
told me that one of his favourite memories is that of dad making them iced 
coffee loaded with ice-cream, I am sure that all the grandchildren would have 
similar memories. He would always say that he was so blessed having four sons 
and four daughters; to him his daughters in law were rather his own daughters 
and always referred to them as such. He also loved his garden.

In 2008 Mum was diagnosed with cancer and that was when we all really 
saw just how much he adored Mum, looking after her until she died on 22nd 
November 2010. As a family we decided that dad should have some company 
so we gave him our dog Harley, and to say that they were inseparable would be 
an understatement.  After he lost Harley, Molly followed, than Angus, now being 
cared for by my brother Andrew. 

Another of dad’s joys was The Scots’ Church; he loved helping, and doing 
whatever he could. I don’t know if you all know how much joy you gave him, 
but I do as he always talked about the church. This also was shown when dad 
fell ill as the support and loving messages were endless.  The family would like 
to thank all of you for the help and support that we have received; he has even 
had some of his family fly out from Holland.’

Bill was an active and faithful member of Scots’ Church over many years. He 
was a member of the Board of Management since his election in 2008, and  a 
member of the Finance Committee at the time of his death. He assisted Graeme 
Harris in Planned Giving, and was a regular participant in the Sunday morning 
duty roster. Bill was also most enthusiastic about the International Organ Series, 
regularly handing out programs at the door. He was a quiet and consistent 
contributor to the life of the church.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family and many friends of Bill 
Jurrjens.
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In Memoriam

Patricia Lorraine WILCOX
9th January 1928 – 14th November 2017

A Thanksgiving Service for the life of Patricia 

Lorraine Wilcox was held at Scots’ Church on 

Thursday 30th November 2017. During the service 

her son, Ian, gave a eulogy on behalf of the family, 

from which the following is taken:

‘Born in Bordertown, South Australia on 9th January 
1928 to Doris and Hedley Young, Patricia was the 

second youngest of five daughters. The farm at Bordertown, South Australia 
was bought sight unseen, we were told, from the proceeds of the sale of a decent 
property near Cressy south of Launceston, Tasmania. The farm was a failure, 
being taken back to the natural state of the Mallee. The Great Depression began 
not long after in 1929; the years which followed led into the start of the Second 
World War in 1939. These events were to have a lifelong influence on her.

Patricia’s relationship with her mother Doris, known as Ma, was problematic 
but her relationships with her sisters Joy, Ailsa, Del and Nola were warm and 
sustained throughout her lifetime. Everyone had a special place in their hearts 
for the much married maiden Aunt Ellie. Just as the next generation had a 
special place for Ailsa, who took over the role of maiden Aunt, but had married 
very well. Ellie linked the family to earlier generations. 

Pat, as she preferred to be known, left home at 16 having completed her Leaving 
Certificate at a Selective School in Adelaide, and took up one of the few careers 
open to women of her generation - nursing. Images of her with her sisters as 
young women show they had great beauty and brains in combination with a 
strong sense of independence; qualities which have persisted in the generations 
that followed them.

The family were not particularly religious but they had been Protestant for many 
generations. The Lohrey family, which had migrated to Tasmania in 1855 from 
Frankfurt’s Huguenot community, were descendants of French Protestants from 
Southern France and the Basque country of Northern Spain who left France 
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after the Edict of Nantes of Louis 14th and the persecution which followed. This 
Huguenot lineage was shared with our father’s Conrau relations with whom she 
developed a great closeness over the years.

It was at a nurse’s party that she met our father Max whose interest in the 
Protestant faith led him to become an ordained Presbyterian Minister; their 
first parish was in the exotic location of Port Pirie and the last in Middle Park.

In the years that followed, Pat travelled with the family as our father’s academic 
career took him to Germany, Great Britain and the United States, before she 
returned home to Australia after their marriage ended to spend her remaining 
days in Melbourne where she had always had a sense of belonging. Throughout 
these years she attended a series of churches including the Martin Luther Kirche 
in Heidelberg and surrounds, Presbyterian and Uniting Churches in Newcastle 
UK, Bangor, North Wales and of course Scots’ Church, Melbourne, where we are 
today celebrating her life and honouring her influence on all of ours.

Mum had four living children: Ian, Galina, Talitha and Gisela. The family expanded 
when everyone married bringing Christa, Mary, Steve, Doug and Boyd into the 
family and the grandchildren who followed: Tatiana, Maria, Chloe, Will, Sam, 
Max and Carl and finally her great granddaughter, Ada.

Mum was close to all of her sisters. Despite the tyranny of our peripatetic 
lifestyle she kept a place in her heart for her nieces and nephews as well as 
extended family and was a great enthusiast for research on the family tree.  

Our mother did not speak of values but lived them. She took her values with 
her everywhere she went. She lived them and defended them with clarity and 
vigour. She was the most honest and loyal person I have ever known - like all 
mothers she was not perfect - but her virtues were many and varied. She was 
a woman of great intelligence, energy and incredible determination. She was 
inventive and innovative.

In the hymn, ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ the militaristic progression of the 
faith is celebrated – there was no finer Christian soldier than Patricia Lorraine 
(Young) Wilcox although I think of her more as Boadicea riding a chariot with 
unswerving mental and physical commitment, scattering, if not smiting, all 
before her.’

Our sincere condolences to the family and many friends of Pat Wilcox.
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Biblical Crossword
Acts Chapter 9
Solution on page 4.

Across
1  To whom did Saul go, making 

threats against the disciples?  
(2 words)

4.  The disciple to whom the Lord 
spoke in a vision in Damascus 
was ___________________.

5.  Who did Saul proclaim in the 
Damascus synagogues after he 
had recovered his sight?

11.  What effect did Saul’s 
preaching have on all who 
heard him?

12.  What happened to Saul’s eyes 
after the incident on the road?

13.  How did Saul escape from the 
Jews and leave Damascus?

14.  The voice asked Saul, ‘Why are 
you _____________ me?

Down
2.  As Saul went on his way, a light 

from where flashed around 
him?

3.  When Saul returned to 
Jerusalem who looked after 
him?

6.  What fell from Saul’s eyes when 
the disciple’s hands were laid 
on them?

7.  Saul said that Jesus was the 
_______________. (3 words)

8.  Saul asked for letters to the 
synagogue at __________ so 
that he could take disciples as 
prisoners to Jerusalem.

9.  When the light shone on him, 
what did Saul do?

10.  The disciple in Damascus was 
directed to go to a street called 
what?
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Please contact the  
Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on
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