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Other news

Whilst visiting Canberra in January,  Jenny and Wallace Young 
made a trip across to Rosedale (Bateman’s Bay) to see Anne 
Coutts.  Her late husband, Laurence, was Assistant Minister at 
Scots’ Church from 1994-96, and many members have fond 
memories of their time amongst us.  Late last year Anne had 
major surgery, but is well on the way to recovery, and sends her 
greetings to all.  

William Mackie, grandson of 
Gordon and Lois Taylor, has 
recently completed a major 
project for his Australian Scout 
Medallion (pictured).  William 
will travel to Sydney in August 
for the presentation of the 
award, the highest in Scouting. 
Well done William!     

Welcome back to all those who have had holidays in Australia or further afield in 
recent weeks. 

As each edition of The Leaflet goes to print we are aware that some of our members 
are suffering from illness, both in their immediate families or amongst close friends. 
If you are unable to be with us rest assured that all members of the Scots’ Church 
family are held in our prayers, and we are just a phone call away if we can help.  

Lois Taylor

Anne Coutts with her 
rescue dog Charlie

William Mackie with his Australian Scout Medallion project
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk/Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Miss D.R. Anstee AM DSJ 9650 9903
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Pot Pourri
Congratulations

Congratulations to Scots’ Choir soprano Megan Oldmeadow 
and her husband Jonathon Fetterplace, who are now proud 
parents.  Clementine Joy was welcomed into the world on 
22nd December, 2017.  

Our best wishes to Lynne Dunoon who was awarded a 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) on Australia Day, 
2018 for services to community health. Lynne founded the 
Multiple Birth Volunteer Support Foundation 20 years ago, 
and has worked tirelessly to see it well established as a 
crucial support for families coping with multiple births. 
Lynne and her husband David worship at Scots’ when  
they are able to do so.

Special Services

The Scots’ morning congregation, the Indonesian 
Congregation, the engage Evening Service, and St. 
Stephen’s Flemington congregation, all combined 
for a wonderful service of worship on Foundation 
Day, 4th February.  Ministers from each congregation 
took part in the service and the preacher was The 
Very Rev. Dr. David Lunan. The service was followed 
by a delicious luncheon, with about 300 members 
from all the congregations having the opportunity 
for fellowship.  

We were delighted to have David and Maggie 
Lunan with us at Scots’ Church through the month 
of February. David preached at each Sunday 
morning worship service at Scots’, and many 
members of the congregation were able to enjoy 
time with David and Maggie during their stay. It has 
been a privilege and blessing to have them with us again.

Clementine Joy, born  
22nd December 2017

Foundation Day Service at Scots’,  
4th February 2018
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Friends and Friendships

When David Lunan shared in his final service, his call 
to ministry and how he came to Scots’ and some of 
the challenges he faced in the youth centre at Carlton, 
Glasgow, it reminded me of a letter in Rodney Stark’s 
book ‘The Rise of Christianity.’i

Stark says that in the second great epidemic, around 260 
AD, Dionysius wrote a lengthy tribute to the heroic nursing efforts of local Christians:  
“Most of our fellow Christians show unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing 
themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger, they took charge 
of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with 
them departed this life serenely happy; for they were infected by others with the 
disease….many in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to themselves 
and died in their stead….” 

Initially the early church met in homes. However as they made friends, and as the 
gospel began to impact the lives of many, and people were becoming Christians, 
their homes  where they had been meeting were too small, so they started to build 
buildings to house their congregations.  

As they made more and more connections, and formed more and more friendships, 
the early church wanted to seek the long-term good of their neighbourhood, and so 
their buildings became ministry launch padsii – to the poor, to families, to children. 
Hospitals and hospices were opened, and many networks were befriended by loyal 
and faithful Christians. It all began through their friendships and through their 
friendships into networks, and as a result they needed more and more buildings.   
But not just the early church…..  

In the early 1800’s in London, in the midst of the cholera outbreak, many thought 
the epidemic was caused by the polluted air. But the London City missionaries, 
who were working in the slums, traced the outbreak of the epidemic, not to the 
polluted air, but to their water supply.  Tim Keller, in the foreword to the history of the  
London City Mission says: the impact of their mission can be traced to their motto:   
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“the same person, to the same people, regularly, to become their friend, for Jesus sake.”iii  

Today that same work of the London City Mission continues; patiently and sensitively. 

How can we have such friendships?   

Jesus says in John 15 verse 13 – ‘Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends.’(ESV)

Jesus the next day heads to the cross.  The cross is the ultimate act of friendship. 
His arms nailed open. How much more faithful and sacrificial a friend could he be 
than to go to the cross for us. Before that in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was 
contemplating the cup he was about to drink, and the disciples fell asleep – but Jesus 
sticks closer than a  brother.  

As we remember the life, death and resurrection of Jesus this Easter, let us remember 
that Jesus is the ultimate friend. When Jesus Christ’s friendship fills our heart, and we 
are secure in his friendship – it means we can afford to open up to people because 
we have the ultimate friend. We need to recover the Christian vision of friendship.   
One way is by listening to each other’s stories and to see ourselves in the gospel story.  

Yours sincerely

Richard 

iP82,  Rodney Stark  The Rise of Christianity (Harper One 1997) 
iiwww 2/26/2018 http:rise.redeemer.com/new-buildings/
iiiForward by Tim Keller, in Irene Howat and John Nicholls, Streets Paved with Gold.  Christian Focus Publications.  

For kids quiz solution Biblical Crossword Solution

Luke Chapter 24
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Across

3. At what time of day did women go to
Christ's tomb?

5. Who also walked to Emmaus?
6. To what village were two men walking?
8. How many miles from Jerusalem was

Emmaus?
10. The men said: 'Why seek the

___________ among the dead'.
12. What did Peter see when he ran to the

tomb?
13. When Jesus was at table what did he do

before he ate the bread?

Down

1. When they arrived at the village Jesus
asked if they were going
_______________.

2. Who appeared in dazzling apparel to the
women? (two words)

4. Where did Jesus' followers go after he
had vanished?

7. The women at the tomb included Mary
_______________.

8. What was rolled away from the tomb
entrance?

9. When Jesus appeared to his disciples
they were __________.

11. Who joined the people walking to
Emmaus?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Hidden  message: THE LORD HAS RISEN
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 Minister , Indonesian Congregation 
The Rev. Christian Tirtha

    Easter Hope: From ‘Oh, No’ to ‘Oh, Yes’

The famed evangelist Billy Graham passed to glory in 
February this year. During his lifetime he was probably 
the most well-known evangelist of the 20th century. 
His Gospel rallies were packed full and continue to 
impact many Christians around the world until today.  
If I were to ask for a show of hands in most 

evangelical churches, many would raise to indicate that they have at least heard 
of the American evangelist. However, I might get almost no show of hands if I 
were to ask about Charles Templeton. Templeton became an evangelist and 
ministered alongside Billy Graham in the 1940s. Some people would even state that  
at one point they thought Templeton was going to surpass Graham. However, in the 
late 40s, Templeton’s faith and worldview began to shift away from its biblical root.  
By 1957 Templeton made a public declaration that he was an agnostic. 

Templeton passed away in June 2001 and was not known to recant his unbelief.  
If you look him up on Wikipedia, you can’t miss the irony that he was described as  
an evangelist and an agnostic in one sentence! A few years prior to his passing, 
Templeton published his memoir Farewell to God: My Reasons for Rejecting the 
Christian Faith. In the memoir, Templeton narrated his conversation with Graham:

In the course of our conversation I (Templeton) said, “But, Billy, it’s simply not 
possible any longer to believe, for instance, the biblical account of creation.  
The world was not created over a period of days a few thousand years ago; it has 
evolved over millions of years. It’s not a matter of speculation; it’s a demonstrable 
fact.”

“I don’t accept that,” Billy said. “And there are reputable scholars who don’t.”

“Who are these scholars?’ I said. “Men in conservative Christian colleges?”

“Most of them, yes,” he said. “But that is not the point. I believe the Genesis 
account of creation because it’s in the Bible. I’ve discovered something in my 
ministry: When I take the Bible literally, when I proclaim it as the word of God, my  
preaching has power. When I stand on the platform and say, ‘God says,’ or  
‘The Bible says,’ the Holy Spirit uses me. There are results. Wiser men than you or 
I have been arguing questions like this for centuries. I don’t have the time or the 
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intellect to examine all sides of the theological dispute, so I’ve decided once for 
all to stop questioning and accept the Bible as God’s word.”

“But Billy,” I protested, “You cannot do that. You don’t dare stop thinking about the 
most important question in life. Do it and you begin to die. It’s intellectual suicide.”

“I don’t know about anybody else,” he said, “but I’ve decided that that’s the path 
for me.”

“I’ve decided that that’s the path for me,” said Billy Graham. Whether intentionally or 
otherwise, Billy echoed the conviction that has marked all Christians throughout the 
ages. “I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is able to guard until 
that Day what has been entrusted to me,” writes the Apostle Paul in his second letter 
to Timothy. 

Imagine in your mind’s eye, two gravestones. Most gravestones usually have epitaphs 
either prepared by the deceased or close family and friends prior to death. However, 
imagine these gravestones are blank and only engraved by the deceased after death. 
It contains two words that I believe summarise the Gospel response. Some of these 
gravestones will have ‘Oh, No’ writ large. Many have heard the Gospel in their lifetime 
but decided to reject it. Some, like Charles Templeton, might even get to a position  
to teach and preach it, and still decide to leave the faith. We could multiply the 
examples, but it all boils down to rejecting God’s Saviour and King, Jesus Christ to save 
and rule over us. These people die, arrive on the other side and can only say,  “Oh, no.”

Apart from God’s grace in the Gospel, ‘Oh, no’ is what we all deserve. That is why Jesus 
was sent to die and to be risen again from the dead. Billy Graham was once asked,  
“In your opinion, which was more important, Jesus’ death on the cross or His resurrection 
from the dead?” He replied, “Both Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection 
from the dead are equally important; they cannot be separated from each other.  
Without Jesus’ death, we have no hope of God’s forgiveness; and without Jesus’  
resurrection, we have no hope of eternal life. Like the two wings of an airplane, both are 
essential!” This is the Easter Hope—Jesus’ sacrificial death on the Roman cross and 
His victorious resurrection from a Jewish tomb.

Some have heard of this Gospel and given their lives to it. Like Billy Graham, they 
began to understand that ‘this is the path for me.’ Some are called to teach and preach 
this glorious message, and plod on despite hardships and persecutions. It all boils 
down to accepting God’s Saviour and King, Jesus Christ to save and rule over us.  
These people die, and when they enter the other side can only say,  “Oh, yes.”

Christian
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

All that glitters…

I have a vivid memory of one particular weekend 
spent with my father.  I think I must have been about 12.   
He took me away for a weekend of camping in a little 
tent, up in the mountains, on the banks of the Thompson 
River in Gippsland, well off the beaten track. There was 
not a soul to be seen the whole time we were there; just 

the two of us, a couple of thousand flies, the odd mosquito, and plenty of other wildlife.

That weekend, Dad taught me how to pan for gold in that beautiful, wild Thompson 
River, not far from the old gold-mining ghost town of Walhalla.

Dad had a special steel dish, like a wok, with a groove running around its inside for 
catching the specks of gold.  He showed me how to scoop up gravel from the river bed 
and how to wash it to separate out any gold that might be there.  Then, while he sat 
under a tree having a beer and a smoke, he left me to it.

There I was, moving through the shallows, scooping up gravel and washing it like 
he showed me.  Suddenly, I was calling out to him in great excitement, “Hey Dad!!  
I’ve found gold!  Lots of it! It’s everywhere! We’re going to be rich!”

There in the dish, amongst the gravel were small yellow specks, shining brightly – 
dozens and dozens of them.  I could hardly believe my luck, because Dad had told me 
how rare specks of gold in the river were.

But Dad didn’t seem excited by my amazing news.  He calmly told me to bring the 
pan over to him.

And when I showed him all the gold, glittering and glinting in the sun, he just laughed.  
“That’s fool’s gold, not real gold,” he told me.  “It’s a mineral called mica and it’s useless.  
It’s worth nothing.”

And so I learnt, first hand, the meaning of the saying:  All that glitters is not gold.

I know the difference now.  Fool’s gold is shinier and brighter than real gold.  It actually 
looks more like gold than gold.  But it’s not heavy like gold, and it’s not pure like gold.  
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It’s lightweight and it’s impure and it’s fake.  If you treated it like it was gold, you would 
be a fool.

The difference between fool’s gold and real gold is a bit like the treasures that Jesus 
speaks of.

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.  
(Matthew 6:19-20, ESV)

Now Jesus is not telling us to throw our money down the drain and take up the life of 
a wandering, begging monk.  That’s not what this is about.

Rather, it’s about what it is that we set our heart on. For, as Jesus says:

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (verse 21)

If we set our heart on the things of this world, then we run the risk of a broken heart, 
because the things of this world are fallible, and fragile, and finite, and fickle.  

It might be our wealth, or our health. It might be youth, or beauty.  It might be fame, or 
power, or authority.  It might be the love or respect of others. It might be the honour and 
status of our family, or our nation. Or even our football team.

These are all things of this earth, but they are not true treasure. If we set our hearts on 
such things, then we are worshipping false gods, and false gods will always, sooner  
or later, disappoint us, fail us, or let us down. To set our hearts on them, and to think 
that life would not be worth living without any one of them, is to treat fool’s gold as  
if it is real gold.

Jesus tells us that, no matter how we might try, we cannot have it both ways.

No one can serve two masters, he teaches us, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. And he gives an example when he then says:  You cannot serve God 
and money. (verse 24)

To lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven is to set our heart on our Creator,  
Sustainer and Redeemer. It is to feed on his priceless love and to reflect that love in 
the world around us. To love our neighbour without counting the cost is to set our  
heart on Christ.  He is our true treasure.

Philip 
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David and Maggie Lunan write….

Dear Scots’ Church Members, 

Maggie and I want to thank you for 
inviting us to be with you again. 

Maya Angelou wrote, ‘People will 
forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made 
them feel.’ You have made us feel 
welcome, at home, and loved. You 
bring out the best in us; which is 
what happens when we are loved.

The first time we came to Scots’ 
Church we left a wood symbol of the Trinity made from olive trees at a project we 
visited in Bethlehem. It’s pictured on this card. During my Moderatorial year we used 
it as a gift to the different churches and the people we met in our travels. 

The General Assembly began on Trinity Sunday, when we sang in St Giles’ Cathedral 
the hymn  known as St Patrick’s Breastplate, within which are the words of the  
prayer on the back. It expresses our faith beautifully, and perhaps the primary  
purpose of the Church today is to help us all to pray.

The ancient Celtic symbol of the Trinity acts as reminder of our rich Christian heritage, 
and of the threefold nature of the Church’s mission to all nations, summed up in this 
text from Micah ch6 v8;

‘What does the Lord require of you?
To act justly, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.’

You have encouraged us in our walk with God, you have given us some glorious 
memories and wonderful friendships, and you will always be in our prayers.
We will never forget how you made us feel.

With our gratitude, our blessings, and our love, 

David and Maggie

David and Maggie Lunan
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This is a copy of the card which 
Maggie and I distributed at the 
end of the service on the 25th 
February, before we left. It was 
a small ‘minding’ (a Scottish 
word?) to leave with you, to 
mark our enduring gratitude. You 
have given us so much over the 
years, and nothing we could give 
would match your generosity.  
We echo St Paul’s words to the 
Colossians in ch1v3, ‘We always 
give thanks to God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
we pray for you’, and in his final 
greeting to them, ‘May the grace of 
God be with you.’  Grace is what 
we always need, and grace is what 
God always gives.

We don’t often memorise prayers, but this is one, referred to in the letter, which I 
commend to you as you grow in grace, as individual members, and together as a 
congregation within the Body of Christ. 

We will be with you in spirit in the next stage of your journey together.

Christ be with me, Christ within me; 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me.
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all who love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.  Amen

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the companionship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.   

David and Maggie Lunan

The Celtic symbol of the Trinity, on the front of the cards  from 
David and Maggie
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Farewell to Greg and Haesook Matthews

Mr Greg Matthews was the 
preacher at the morning 
worship service at Scots’ 
Church on 28th January 2018. 
Following the service Greg 
and Haesook were farewelled 
at a luncheon provided by the 
congregation.

The following is a speech 
given by Richard O’Brien at the 
luncheon for Greg and Haesook. 
They were also farewelled by the 
5pm engage service that day.

‘The first time that Rosemary 
and I met Greg and Haesook was 
at the Presbyterian Theological 
College, towards the end of 2014, 
when the faculty were thinking 
of placing Greg and Haesook 
with us, for their Supervised Field 
Education (S.F.E.). 

For 2015 – 2016, Greg was placed here at Scots’ for his S.F.E.  Greg and I met weekly 
to go through a chapter of the book that the faculty had set down for that year.   It is 
usually an outstanding book, often about practical ministry in the church, and often 
about “theological and strategic thinking”  and how they go together – bringing 
together  the Ministry of the Word, Gospel, church, and culture. Greg would always 
have his summary done and critique of the chapter. We would work through the 
goals that we had set at the beginning of the year.  

Greg quietly, respectfully, unhurriedly, met with people.  And we’ve had the privilege 
of seeing people who have been seriously helped by him: in his preaching, pastoral 
care, explaining the bible to them, and discipling people.  

Greg and Haesook Matthews
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Then in 2017, Greg was ‘exited’ here to Scots’.  

Greg knows how to work hard: in his sermon preparation, his prayers in church, 
preparation of Bible studies, seeking out people and working with them.   

Greg is conscious of the worth of the individual.  

He seeks to live, serve, before his heavenly Father – prayerfully, conscious that God 
opens up doors to be a pastor-shepherd, whether it is catching up with people, 
visiting people and through hospitality. And Greg has been a great help with IT 
(Information Technology) issues here in the Robert White Hall!

He is a team player, who knows how to take initiative, without jarring the team.  

Through these three years, Haesook has been a real support for Greg - quietly 
helping the young mums, and the  single younger women, in our congregation.  
She is a terrific help in Bible studies, and provides wonderful food for supper at our 
evening service, taking initiative, always looking for how she can help, or who she 
can help. 

Sometimes in ministry couples, it is 1.

Sometimes, it is 1 and 1.

With Greg and Haesook, it is 1 plus 1 = 3

How do I describe their ministry in a congregation? Because of their sense of calling, 
their commitment, and their gifts – together – they have a ministry, and this is 
hard to describe – they help a ministry to “breathe.” They give people the priceless 
opportunity to think through how the Bible, the Living Word, helps people in their 
day by day lives. They give that valuable, indefinable gift – I don’t know how we 
define this – but it is a combination of truth, in the midst of love, with the gift of 
unhurried time.  That is a rare gift of God’s grace indeed.  It has been a real privilege 
to work alongside Greg and Haesook.’  

Our prayers and warm wishes for the future go with Greg and Haesook as they  
leave us.

Richard O’Brien   
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Interview

Jean Lewis

Scots’ Church member Mrs Jean Lewis has 
had an association with the Presbyterian 
Church since her earliest years. Her parents 
were married at Chalmers Presbyterian 
Church, Rathmines Road, Hawthorn. Jean, 
the middle child with two brothers, was 
christened at the minister’s home. She grew 
up in Hawthorn, attending Sunday school 
and church services at Chalmers Church.  
In her early 20s Jean moved with her 
parents to Camberwell. She then attended 
the Presbyterian Church in Glenferrie Road, 
where she made many friends. The church 
also had an excellent choir, which she really 
appreciated. After church she and her friends would often go to someone’s 
home, and continue singing around a piano.

After completing her primary and secondary education Jean worked in the record 
department at Brash’s Music Store where she was manageress for about 16 years. 

In 1981 Jean and John Lewis were married by the Rev. Norman Pritchard at Scots’ 
Church. John, an elder, was also the church treasurer for five years, until his health 
began to fail. Sadly he died in 1990 at the age of 69 years. Jean continued to live  
in the family home at North Balwyn until about two and a half years ago. The house  
was two storeys with a fairly large garden which gave Jean a great deal of pleasure 
over the years. She finally made a decision to move and now lives in a delightful 
apartment in Canterbury. 

After John’s death Jean continued to worship regularly at Scots’ until recent years, 
when her health has prevented her from coming to church. Her elder Bruce Evans 
and his wife Valerie visit Jean and keep in touch. She is a much loved member of  
the Scots’ Church family.

Mrs. Jean Lewis
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The oriental plane, 
Platanus orientalis, is 
a large deciduous tree 
growing to 30 metres 
or more, known for its 
spreading crown and 
longevity. The species 
name ‘orientalis’ 
means ‘eastern’. Like 
other species of plane 
trees, its deeply lobed, 
maple-like leaves 
occur alternately along 
the stem. Its mottled 
brown and white 
bark is usually flaky, 
flowers are small and 
inconspicuous, and 
the fruits are spherical 
and burr-like, borne 
in small clusters on the stems. Considerable variation occurs amongst trees 
growing in the wild.

The native range of the oriental plane is from the Balkans as far east as Iran, possibly 
extending to the Himalayas. The largest native stands are found along the upper 
reaches of the Jordan River, and amongst springs and rivers in Jordan and Syria. 
Although it is found naturally in moist soils, together with such trees as willows and 
poplars, it can survive successfully in dry soils once established.

In the King James Version of the Bible, the plane is translated as ‘chestnut’, although 
modern scholars agree that the more correct translation is ‘plane’. The plane tree 
is referred to twice in the Bible, on both occasions in the Old Testament. The first 

Plants of the Bible

Oriental Plane

Platanus orientalis, Kew Gardens, London, 2011. Credit:  C. T. 
Johansson, Creative Commons
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occurs in Genesis 
30:37, when the 
sticks of the plane 
tree, together with 
those of poplars 
and almonds, were 
used by Jacob 
in an attempt 
to influence the 
colour of his flocks 
of goats and 
sheep. The second 
reference is found 
in Ezekiel 31:8, 
when the prophet 
Ezekiel compared 
the plane tree with 
the magnificence 
of the Assyrian Empire.

There is interesting cultural history associated with the plane tree. The ‘Tree 
of Hippocrates’, under which the ‘Father of Medicine’ taught at Kos, Greece, is  
reputed to have been an oriental plane. A 500 year old tree on the same site may  
have been planted from a succession of cuttings from the original. Many small 
villages in Greece still have one or more ancient plane trees in the central square, 
where the village water spring used to be found. From ancient times the tree was 
found in Persian gardens, which were designed around water and shade.

The leaves and bark of the plane tree have been used medicinally, and a fabric dye 
made from twigs and roots. The plane is also a valuable source of timber for indoor 
furniture.

References: 
Flowers in Israel: Platanus orientalis (Oriental Plane Tree). http://www.flowersinisrael.com/Platanysorientalis_page.htm
God as a Gardener: Experiencing God through Plants: Plane Tree. https://godasagardener.com/tag/plane-tree/
Old Dominion University Plant Site. Plants of the Bible: Oriental Plane. http://ww2.odu/lmusselm/plant/bible/
planetree-php
Wikipedia. Platanus orientalis. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platanus_orientalis

Plane Tree of Hippocrates in Kos, Greece, possibly a descendant of the  
original, 2006.  Credit: Stephen Fruitsmaak, Creative Commons
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Dr. A. E. Floyd – Organist and Musician

The organist at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne for 32 
years following his arrival in 
Australia in early 1915, Dr. 
Alfred Ernest Floyd had an 
enormous influence on the 
musical life of the Cathedral 
and far beyond. Regardless 
of the busy daily routine 
during his years at St. Paul’s, 
he undertook a range of 

other professional musical activities in the wider community. These extended 
his sphere of influence, enhanced his reputation, and made a significant 
contribution to his status as a musical personality and authority. These 
activities were in the fields of teaching in the instrumental, vocal and classroom 
spheres; journalism; and broadcasting.

Floyd was born in 1877 in Birmingham, England, the son of a Methodist minister.  
The family moved to Cambridge in 1890, where Floyd was accepted as an organ 
pupil by Dr. A. H. Mann, organist of King’s College, University of Cambridge. It was  
from Mann that some elements of Floyd’s later style came, especially in  
extemporization and in accompaniments for the psalms. 

After leaving school Floyd worked as a chemist at his uncle’s sulphuric acid works 
but kept up his music, being appointed assistant organist at Winchester Cathedral.  
He moved to other positions to gain experience as an organist and choirmaster, 

holding posts at Llangollen, Wales, and 
Oswestry, Shropshire. It was at Oswestry that 
he married Frances Mary Griffiths (Daisy) 
in 1913. He had completed his Bachelor of 
Music degree at Oxford in 1912, with C. H. H. 
Parry as one of his examiners.

In February1915 Floyd arrived to take up 
his position as organist and choirmaster at 
St. Paul’s, having been selected from a field 
of 200 applicants. The recommendation of 

From left, Dr. John Floyd, son of Dr. A. E, Floyd (left), with grandson 
John Floyd (centre) and his wife Kate

St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne in 1914, at the time of 
Dr. Floyd’s arrival in Melbourne. Credit: State Library, 
Victoria
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a group of leading English church musicians who visited Melbourne following his  
appointment resulted in the degree of Doctor of Music being conferred on him in  
1917 by the Archbishop of Canterbury. During his period at St. Paul’s Cathedral Floyd’s 
influence was enormous, with the superb standard of the choir being recognised as 
equal to that of the great English cathedrals. He introduced annual Christmas carol 
services before 1920. He also wrote several anthems, widely performed in Australia, 
and some organ music.

Floyd had a great interest in promoting music 
in schools. In 1917 he was appointed director 
of music at Melbourne Church of England Girls’ 
Grammar School (Merton Hall), holding this 
post which involved class singing and choral 
training for 25 years. Floyd composed the school 
anthem in the first year of his appointment 
there. He also indirectly influenced the 
development of musical life at the Methodist 
Ladies’ College from 1930 to 1959, through his 
mentorship of the director of music, Ruth Flockart.  
The third school with which Floyd was closely 
associated was Trinity Grammar School. 
From 1927 he gave short music appreciation 
classes there, and was also involved in other 
musical activities. He wrote the music for the 
MacRobertson Girls’ High School song, and 
arranged the Caulfield Grammar School song.  
He also took a weekly choral class at the 
Kindergarten Training College, Kew until 1946.

Another field of influence for Floyd was the radio. He began broadcasting with the 
ABC in the early 1940s, first as a presenter of musical programs such as ‘Discovering 
Music’ for schools, then of programs for general listeners, such as ‘The Music Lover’s 
Hour’. Now in his late 60s, he continued his broadcasting career until July 1972,  
just 18 months prior to his death. In his programs he provided his listeners with a wide 
range of musical experiences. He concluded each program with the same words: 
‘Goodbye ‘til next time”.

Floyd’s broader activities included adjudication at musical festivals across Australia. 
From time to time he was an examiner for the Melbourne University Conservatorium 
of Music, He also lectured in music for the Workers’ Educational Association and the 
Council of Adult Education. His work was recognised in 1948 when he received an 

The front cover of Ian Burk’s biography of 
Floyd, ‘Goodbye ‘til next time’. The photo 
is detail of Dr. Floyd being greeted by 
choirboys on his return from England in 
1934. Credit: Source unknown; personal 
collection of Ian Burk
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Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.), and in 1971 he 
was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters 
by Monash University. He died in Melbourne in 
January 1974, predeceased by his wife and survived 
by his two sons, John and David.

It was a privilege to meet with Floyd’s older son,  
Dr, John Floyd, now almost 96 years old, and 
with Floyd’s grandson, also John Floyd. Dr. Floyd  
graduated in medicine in 1943 and joined the  
Australian Air Force as a medical officer in 1944, 
remaining in this position for five years. He went 
on to undertake post-graduate studies as an 
ear, nose and throat (ENT) specialist, working 
first at the Eye and Ear Hospital, and later at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital. Dr. Floyd recalls his  

father at the organ at St. Paul’s on Sundays, as the family attended the services. 
Sometimes his used to sit in the organ loft with his father as he played and he has 
memories of the magnificent organ at St. Paul’s. Although his father tried to encourage 
John and his younger brother David to learn the piano, neither of the boys were 
interested or motivated to learn, so this was soon abandoned.

Dr. A. E. Floyd also attempted to interest his grandsons, John and David, in learning 
the piano and composed a tune especially for the boys to encourage them to play. 
However they did not pursue musical interests. Although grandson John recollects 
visiting his grandparents at their home in Selborne Road, Toorak, he never heard his 
grandfather play the organ. Dr. A.E. Floyd’s wife Daisy, who could play the piano and 
enjoyed music, supported him in all his diverse musical activities over the years.

The University of Melbourne administers the Dr. A. E. Floyd Memorial Scholarship, 
established in 1981 to assist outstanding young Australian musicians to study overseas. 
A bronze plaque in his memory was unveiled at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 1982.  These are 
fitting memorials to a man whose extraordinary musical ability left a lasting legacy 
far beyond Melbourne.

References: 
Australian Dictionary of Biography: Alfred Ernest Floyd (1877-1974) by W. F. Chappell. Volume 8, (MUP), 1981.   
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/floyd-alfred-ernest-6199
Burk, Ian. “Goodbye ‘til next time”: A Critical Biography of A. E. Floyd.  Lyrebird Press, University of Melbourne, 2012.
The assistance of A.E. Floyd’s son, Dr. John Floyd, and grandson, John Floyd, in the preparation of this article is gratefully 
acknowledged.

The organ in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne, 1892-1900. Credit: Charles 
Rudd, Photographer. State Library of 
Victoria
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Interview

Jacob Lawrence – A brief visit

It was good to have Jacob Lawrence back amongst 
us on holidays for three weeks recently. The son of 
Douglas Lawrence, our Director of Music, and Scots’ 
choir principal Elizabeth Anderson, Jacob is studying 
singing as a full-time student in Basel, Switzerland.  
His teacher is well-known German classical tenor Gerd 
Türk, whose interest is in early music.

Jacob is able to support himself as a student through singing 
engagements which he manages to fit in around his study 
commitments. There is a widespread appreciation of early 
classical music in Europe and a real respect for musicians. 
Jacob has had singing engagements in South East France 

and Germany as well as in Switzerland. His first concert this year will be in Milan, Italy.

Whilst in Melbourne Jacob had the opportunity to sing with the Scots’ Church choir 
at the Sunday morning worship service on 11th February. He sang the solo part of  
the anthem, ‘This is the record of John’ by Orland Gibbons (1583-1625).

We wish Jacob all the best as he returns to Switzerland to continue his studies, and 
look forward to his next visit.

Jacob Lawrence, now studying 
music in Basel, Switzerland

Jacob teaching Renaissance dancing in Heidelberg, Germany  Jacob with Holly
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Mozart’s Requiem

‘You would think it’s more the creation of a Hollywood potboiler than 
reality, but it did actually happen: one of the world’s greatest composers 
died writing what turned out to be his own Requiem.’ 

Tom Service, writing in The Guardian is talking about how Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s 
Requiem came to be written.

This work will be performed by the Australian Chamber Choir (ACC) at Scots’ at 
3pm on Sunday 22 April. Among the performers will be many faces familiar to Scots’ 
parishioners: Directed by Douglas Lawrence, many of the singers are also members 
of the Scots’ Church choir, including soloists, Elspeth Bawden (soprano), Elizabeth 
Anderson (contralto) and Oliver Mann (bass).

A Viennese aristocrat, Count Franz von Walsegg was known to Mozart through their 
membership of the same Masonic society.  Walsegg regularly commissioned musical 
works, paying the composer handsomely and arranging to have the works performed 
for an invited audience. There were two problems with this apparently altruistic 
pastime: 1. The composer was not invited to the debut performance and 2.  Walsegg 
would claim that he himself had composed the new work. The Count assumed that 
he would experience no difficulty in doing to Mozart what he had done to other 
composers. 

So it was that in 1791, the 36-year-old Mozart met with a man who offered to make a 
generous down payment on behalf of an anonymous patron who would have him 
compose a Requiem. Mozart accepted..

Mozart’s wife, Constanze became increasingly alarmed at his mental state. On an  
outing to Vienna’s amusement park, he ‘began to speak of death, and declared that 
he was writing the Requiem for himself …’ “I feel definitely,” he continued, “that 
I will not last much longer; I am sure I have been poisoned.” (The report is from 
Franz Niemetschek, Mozart’s first biographer) By early November, Mozart’s mental  
condition had much improved and he went back to composing the Requiem 
with a redoubled will. Sadly, completion remained beyond him. On 20 November,  
he retreated to his bed, felled by stomach pain. Nobody can be sure what disease 
overcame Mozart, and, on 5 December, forever silenced him. 
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Mozart left the Requiem approximately two-thirds finished. The 25-year-old Viennese 
musician Franz Xaver Süssmayr completed the work following Mozart’s outlines.  
It is this version of the work that we will hear at Scots’ on 22 April.

The article above is by Rob Stove and Elizabeth Anderson

The performance at 3pm on 22 April is already heavily booked.
The ACC’s Manager, Elizabeth Anderson has reserved seats especially for Scots’ 
parishioners.  You can access these in the following ways: 
Book at www.AusChoir.org/scots 

Telephone 0452 531 750 and mention that you are a Scots’ parishioner
Speak with Elizabeth after church on any Sunday up to and including Sunday 15 April.

The ailing Mozart with the score of the Requiem on his lap,  giving Süssmayr last-minute instructions. 
Credit: 1857 lithograph from Franz Schramm, Creative Commons
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

Toorak

The origins of Toorak 
Presbyterian Church can be 
traced back to the spring of 
1873, when a few Presbyterian 
residents of the suburbs of 
Toorak and Malvern applied to 
the Presbytery of Melbourne 
to hold services in a hall, in 
connection with the South Yarra 
charge. At a meeting held on 
29th September 1873, attended 
by about 30 people, it was 
decided to form a congregation 
in the Toorak neighbourhood.  
A committee was appointed to 
take the necessary steps for the 
building of a church, including 
the raising of funds and the 
selection and purchase of a 
suitable site. In the meantime, 
services were held in a nearby 
hall. As suitable land was not 
available at the time, it was not 
until November 1874 that one 
of the committee members, Mr. MacBain, M.L.A., purchased about an acre of 
the Toorak Estate, and offered the site to the committee as a gift, this being 
gratefully accepted. With this encouragement, the committee set about the 
erection of the church building which remains to the present day.

Toorak Presbyterian Church in 1975.  
Credit: John T. Collins, photographer, State Library  
of Victoria
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The suburb of Toorak is located five kilometres south-east of central Melbourne and 
is one of the most expensive in Australia for housing. It was named after Toorak 
House, an Italianate mansion built in 1849 which became the official residence of 
the first Governor of Victoria, Sir Charles Hotham, and his successors, until 1874.  
The name ‘Toorak’ may have originated from an Aboriginal word meaning ‘black 
crow’ or ‘reedy swamp’.

Plans for the church, designed by Joseph Reed, of Reed and Barnes, architects, were 
approved in March 1875, and the foundation stone was laid just three months 
later, on 24th May. The church was designed in the Frenchified Gothic style and 
built in Barrabool stone, with limestone dressings from Oamaru, New Zealand.  
It was a complex design with rare double transepts, small aisles, and an apse 
that accommodated the vestries. The original organ was placed in the apse, but 
moved to the right transept in 1941, with the space in the apse being used for the 
communion table and elders’ stalls.

The first minister at Toorak was the Rev. Murdoch Macdonald of Nairn, Scotland. 
He agreed to come to Victoria and arrived on the 29th December 1875. He found 
the church almost completed and the construction of the manse underway, this  
being finished in 1876. A Kirk Session and Board of Management were formed. The 
church opened for worship on 20th January 1876, initially providing seating for 
470 people. The tower and spire, 126.5 feet (38.6 metres) in height, was completed  
in 1878.

The congregation grew steadily during Macdonald’s ministry. An American cabinet 
organ was purchased but soon replaced by another as it was unsatisfactory. In 1881 
a decision was made to purchase an organ built by Alfred Fuller of Kew for the 1880 
Melbourne Exhibition. This was installed in a central location in the apse and had a 
colourful case with both the façade and case timbers elaborately painted.

In 1883 Mr. William Forster was elected to the Board. He was keenly interested in 
the welfare of the boys in the area and on 9th July that year invited three Toorak 
boys to his home to unite with his two sons in forming the nucleus of what later 
became ‘The Try Boys’ Society’. He was also largely responsible for the founding 
of the Gordon Institute and the Newsboys Society of Melbourne. By the time of 
his death in 1921 Forster’s work had grown to significant proportions and was an 
important influence in the life of boys in Melbourne.
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In late 1883 Mr.  Macdonald was appointed as a professor at Ormond College, 
Melbourne, where he had been lecturing in theology for some time. His move 
from the Toorak Presbyterian Church was met with great regret although it was 
acknowledged that he would be of greater benefit to the wider church in his new 
position.

After a vacancy of about two years the Rev. Mark Lewis of Bournemouth, England, 
accepted a call, and commenced in February 1885. However his appointment was 
short-lived due to the extremely poor health of his wife, and he resigned in October 
that year. It was at this time that the Sunday school opened, with ten teachers and 
50 pupils by 1886.

The next minister to be called was the Rev. J. F. Ewing of the Free West Church, 
Glasgow. He was inducted on 19th August 1886. In 1888 the Session reported an 
advance during the year in all aspects of church work. The morning worship services 
were often ‘uncomfortably full’. A recommendation for alterations to allow seating 
for an additional 300 was agreed to, and a fund commenced to finance the building 
works. The church was extended to allow seating for 750, with improvements to 
the ventilation, and the addition of a second transept. The enlarged church was 
reopened for worship on 20th October 1889 by the Rev. Professor Macdonald of 
Ormond College and the Rev. Alexander Marshall of Scots’ Church Melbourne. Sadly 
Mr Ewing died of typhoid fever in May 1890 while his wife was in Scotland visiting 
her seriously ill mother. He was deeply mourned by his congregation.

Dr. Wallace Williamson of St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church, Edinburgh occupied the 
pulpit for three months, and the congregation sought another minister. The Rev. 
John F. Macrae from the Martyrs Free Church, St. Andrew’s, Scotland, was called and 
inducted on 21st August 1891. A new manse was built in the early 1890s. As the 
decade progressed the economic depression hit Toorak particularly hard, and many 
members of the congregation were affected. After 23 years of faithful service at 
Toorak, Mr. Macrae died in Shanghai, China, on the way to visit his son, a missionary 
in Korea.

The Rev. John Mackenzie of St. Andrew’s Church, Christchurch, New Zealand, 
accepted a call and was inducted in August 1914. The First World War saw many 
young men of the district undertaking military service. The Honour Board in the 
church contains the names of 128 young men and women who served as soldiers, 
sailors and nurses. Following the war, it was decided to erect a memorial brass to 
the fallen in the church, and to build a Peace Memorial Hall, to be used as a Sunday 
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school and a centre for social life 
in the parish. This was dedicated 
by the Moderator of the Victorian 
Assembly, the Right Rev. Frank 
Paton, in March 1923.

The church organ was rebuilt 
by George Fincham and Sons 
in 1926, with further alterations 
in 1940 and 1957. It was finally 
moved to St. Leonard’s College, 
Brighton, where it was rebuilt 
by S. J. Laurie Ltd. The present 
organ, built by Peter Collins 
of Redbourn, near St. Albans, 
England, was opened in 1980.

The church has fine cedar pews, 
and the 12 carved elder chairs 
and canopies each bear a carved 
symbol depicting a saint. The 
carved communion table and 
octagonal font are made from 
Tasmanian blackwood. There 
are magnificent stained glass 
windows by Ferguson and Urie 
of Melbourne, J. Ballantine and Son of Edinburgh, and others. 

The church continued to prosper into the later decades of the 20th century. At the 
time of Church Union the congregation voted to become Uniting, and the church 
continues to actively serve the community with a commitment to outreach and 
service.

References: Organ Historical Trust of Australia: Toorak Uniting Church.  http://www.ohta.org.au/organs/organs/
ToorakUC.html
Toorak Presbyterian Church: A Jubilee Record: 1875 – 1925. McKellar Press, Glenferrie Road, Malvern (A. P. Cruthers, 
Proprietor) 1925.
Toorak Uniting Church. http://www.toorakuc.org.au/overview/introduction/
Wikipedia: Toorak, Victoria.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toorak,_Victoria

Presbyterian Church, Toorak.  Credit: Etching by Victor E. 
Cobb, 1930, State Library of Victoria
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Hot Cross Buns

Hot cross buns are spiced round 
buns made with raisins, currants or 
sultanas and marked with a cross on 
the top. They are traditionally eaten 
on Good Friday in many countries, 
including the United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
South Africa.

The tradition of baking bread or rolls 
marked with a cross can be traced 
back to pagan Saxons, who would bake 
cross buns in early spring to honour the 
goddess Eostre – possibly the origin of 
the word Easter. The cross represented 
the rebirth of the world after winter 
and the four quarters of the moon, as 
well as the four seasons and wheel of 
life. Christians saw the cross bun as 
representing the crucifixion, replacing 
the pagan meaning with a Christian 
one.

The origins of hot cross buns are obscure, however it is of interest to note that 
archaeologists excavating in the ancient city of Herculaneum, Italy, which had been 
buried under volcanic ash and lava in the catastrophic eruption of Mount Vesuvius  
in 69 AD, found two small loaves, each marked with a cross, amongst the ruins.  
Hot cross buns, as we know them, are thought to have originated in St. Albans,  
England where Brother Thomas Rocliffe, a monk at St. Albans Abbey, developed a 
recipe called the ‘Alban bun’, which was distributed to the poor on Good Friday  
from as early as 1361.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I a decree was issued forbidding the sale of  
hot cross buns except at burials, on Good Friday and at Christmas. The suppression 
of the commercial sale of these buns continued in the reign of James I of England/
James VI of Scotland (1603-1625) and continued until after the English Civil War. 

Home baked hot cross buns. Credit: Cjorsch, 2010,  
Creative Commons
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This was because the cross on baked goods was seen by the Puritans as reflecting 
‘Catholic’ practices. It led to the cross bun becoming special and unique.

The first recorded reference to ‘hot’ cross buns dates back to 1733 AD, when the name 
was recorded in the popular rhyme in ‘Poor Robin’s Almanac’:

 ‘Good Friday come this month – the old woman runs
 With one or two a penny hot cross buns.’

Traditions and superstitions have developed around hot cross buns. These include a 
belief that they will not become mouldy during the coming year. Another credits the 
bun with medicinal uses, helping someone who is ill to recover. A bun hanging in the 
kitchen is said to protect against fires and ensure good results from baking. 

The cross on the bun can be made in various ways: by cutting, using strips of pastry, or 
a paste of flour and water. In recent years variations have emerged such as chocolate 
chip, sticky date or caramel buns. However, although they go on sale soon after New 
Year in some places, hot cross buns remain a traditional bun for Christians, to be 
eaten on Good Friday in memory of the crucifixion of Christ.

References: Hot Cross Buns - A History.  catholiccuisine.blogspot.com.au/2009/04/hot-cross-buns-history.html
Hot Cross Buns through Paganism, Christianity and Superstition. http://www.missfoodwise.com/2013/03/hot-cross-buns-
through-paganism-html.html/
The History of the Hot Cross Bun.  http://oakden.co.uk/the-history-of-the-hot-cross-bun/
Wikipedia: Hot cross bun. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_cross_bun

St. Albans Cathedral and Abbey, where hot cross buns were thought to originate in 1361. Credit: Hilton Teper, 2010, 
Creative Commons
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Pond Square Chapel, Highgate, also known as
Highgate United Reformed Church

I have been asked by the editor of the 
Leaflet to write something about the 
history of this church in London where 
David Currie is now Minister, and 
something about the people we are. 
First and foremost, however, I would like 
to say that it has been great to welcome 
David and Gwen to Highgate and I think 
they are very happy to be with us, and 
yet still have fond memories of their 
friends in Melbourne.

Pond Square Chapel dates from 1859 
and is the fourth or fifth building of a 
Nonconformist congregation first gathered 
in the middle 1660s. Highgate then was a 
village a critical five miles from the City of 
London, and this distance allowed puritan 
ministers expelled from the Church of 
England on the restoration of the monarchy 

in 1660 to live there. One such ejected minister built a small Dissenting Meeting  
House, for Presbyterian worship, and its building still stands, though it is now the  
museum of Highgate School. 

There was a falling out in 1782 when an evangelical group left to set up an  
Independent or Congregational chapel opposite in protest at preaching in the  
meeting house which had gone Unitarian, and it was they who kept the flag flying  
when the meeting house closed its doors soon afterwards. The first Congregational 
chapel fell down and its replacement was sold to Highgate School as a science 
building on the opening of Pond Square Chapel in 1859. Highgate itself grew 
enormously in the nineteenth century as people moved out of the smoke of London 
and it was this which had prompted the building of the new chapel. It prospered.  
Then in 1887, when Scots moving to London felt a call to build a church for their  
own kind, a Presbyterian church was built near the top of Highgate Hill. It too 
prospered, drawing its mainly Scottish congregation from a wide area. In the Second  
World War, however it lost its spire to a bomb and much of its congregation through 

The communion table at Pond Square Chapel.  
Credit: Jill Galbraith
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evacuation and war service, as did Pond 
Square Chapel, which had to move worship 
to the Sunday School underneath because 
of bomb damage to the organ and the 
east end. Both churches were patched 
up and struggled on after the war with 
depleted congregations, working together 
a good deal, and eventually agreeing to 
unite in 1960, twelve years ahead of the 
union of Congregationalists and English 
Presbyterians nationally in the United 
Reformed Church. At about the same time 
a group of independent Baptists who had 
been using the old meeting house gave up.   

The Highgate Presbyterian Church was at 
first used for the united congregation as 
it was the bigger, but later it was decided 
to sell it for conversion to flats and use 
the money realised to refurbish Pond 

Square Chapel. The work was completed in 1984 but there was a whole year when 
the congregation had no church to worship in. Highgate School, by then owners of 
the old meeting-house, allowed its use for Sunday services, and so in this way the 
congregation returned to its seventeenth and eighteenth century roots, re-united 
again.  

As to Pond Square Chapel, its stained glass windows survived the war except for the 
rose window at the east end, now plain glass and dazzling the congregation when 
the sun shines. The pulpit and communion table from the Presbyterian Church 
were brought over, along with some stained glass and war memorial plaques.  
The Congregational communion table became a reading desk. Wood and pipes from 
the old Pond Square organ, damaged beyond repair in the war, were fashioned by 
a sculptor into a large and much admired cross for the repaired east end. A small 
chamber organ dating from about 1850, and so contemporary with the building, was 
acquired and rebuilt. We have a gifted organist and music is very much a part of our 
services. There is a garden in front of the church with the stone Congregational war 
memorial recently restored, and two public benches. 

The front face of the church is white Bath stone and carved, with a small spirelet. 
There are two matching doors, one of which was used in the film “Four Weddings 

An exterior view of the front of the church.  
Credit: Jill Galbraith
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and a Funeral” to show the fourth happy 
couple emerging from the church, but 
unfortunately it appears only at the very 
end of the film as the credits fall. (They 
gave us £50). In 1859 the Square had 
indeed been a pond and had provided the 
villagers with water from medieval times. 
But the water is now in a reservoir off-site 
and the Square is sanded over, with well-
established trees. The Chapel very much 
completes the picture for photographers.

It was a firm decision of church meeting at 
the time that the refurbished church was to 
be, as well as a place of worship, available 
for community use. Thus, at present the 
Sunday school room below is a Montessori 
school on weekdays, the church itself 
(swept of pews) is used by a ballet class, 
and from time to time for musical concerts 
and occasionally as a theatre for a local 
repertory company. In the winter months 
we house and feed homeless sleepers over 
the weekend with the help of volunteers 
from our own church and three near-by 
Anglican or Catholic churches. (David is a 
volunteer this year.) The local Horticultural 
group use the church for their two annual 
shows, and to celebrate their and our 
150 years in 2009 they remodelled and  
re-planted the church garden. We have a 
very small Sunday school and long for 
more parents, but houses in Highgate are 
now too expensive for many young couples 
and there is anyhow much transience.  

We are a mixed congregation by religion 
and ethnicity. Our four elders, for example, 
were born Church of Scotland, Anglican, 

An interview view of the church.  Credit: Jill Galbraith

The Rev. David and Gwen Currie.  Credit: Jill Galbraith
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American Congregationalist and Swiss Reformed. Asked to write about their Sunday 
school experiences for the church newsletter, one contributor had been a child in 
East Germany, another a Catholic in Slovakia. Both as kids learnt how to live under 
religious restriction. We discovered that an elderly member had been the daughter 
of the vicar of Sark in the Channel Islands which was occupied during the war.   
Our Meditation group, which is ecumenical, attracted a Turkish Moslem lady who  
later asked to be baptised, and an unchurched nearly blind lady who asked if  
her funeral could in due course be here as she felt at home. These are just a few 
glimpses of our congregation, but to conclude on this note, since union our  
ministers have included a Congregationalist from the United States, a Presbyterian 
from New Zealand and now David, whom one could call a Sottish Presbyterian 
from Australia. I guess you have similar experiences of Christians coming together.  
The whole world seems to be on the move and we need to be there to catch them.

I don’t think anyone has told David that when he preaches to us he is the same  
height above sea-level as if he were standing on the gold cross on top of St Paul’s 
Cathedral.  (It might put him off his stride). The land rises steadily from the banks 
of the Thames for five miles and then, however you approach Highgate from the 
south, you climb one of three very steep hills, and even go on rising into the Square.  
(A Passionist priest at St Joseph’s on Highgate Hill told me this in relation to the top of 
his dome, and Pond Square is may be a foot or two higher up the hill.)  

Warm greetings.

John Thompson 

Editor’s note:  Our thanks to John Thompson for this excellent article that is ‘Part 2’ of the story of Highgate United Reformed 
Church, with greater detail following on from an article in The Leaflet, February 2018.

The Rev. David Currie writes: ‘When John partially retired from the Civil Service 
at 60 (mainly in the Education Department), he wrote and submitted a doctoral 
thesis on the history of (British) Nonconformist Army Chaplains as a way of 
keeping his mind active. This led to further historical research projects. His history 
of Pond Square Chapel, Highgate, and its forerunners, “Highgate Dissenters”, was 
one of these. He is now depositing the church archive in a London registry bit by 
bit, and he and I are about to start a major reorganisation of the Vestry within the 
next month or so.  John began attending Pond Square when a former school-friend 
became minister.  His friend’s ministry was half-time. Later, John volunteered to find 
visitors to come and take the vacant Sundays. He did this for his friend’s successor 
too, in all for 25 years, until just before I arrived. At 89, a grandfather and great 
grandfather, John is winding down now but is a keen and faithful attender Sunday 
by Sunday.’   
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APRIL Speakers: Laszlo and Eva Mihalyi from
Wednesday 11th 10.30am Pioneers will speak on their work in Robert 
White Hall  Hungary.        

MAY Speaker: Mr. Andrew Letcher, CEO of the 
Wednesday 9th 10.30am Presbyterian Inland Mission.
Robert White Hall                  

JUNE Guided tour of the Melbourne Town Hall
Wednesday 13th 10.45am from 11.00am to 12.noon, followed by lunch.

AUGUST (Thanksgiving month)
Wednesday 8th 10.30am Speaker: Tom Ruijs from the ‘Lighthouse 
Robert White Hall Foundation’ will speak about their vision
 to end youth homelessness.

SEPTEMBER                          Speaker: Kathy James who will speak about  
Wednesday 12th 10.30am her role as Co-ordinator for HCCC (Health &
Robert White Hall Community Chaplaincy Committee)

OCTOBER NO REGULAR MEETING. State meeting
Wednesday 10th  11th Oct at 10.00am in the Robert White   
 Hall.
                 

NOVEMBER Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 14th 10.30am Speaker: Rev. Douglas Robertson 
Robert White Hall (Senior Minister at Scots’ Church.)

Margaret Lowe (Secretary)                                                                                                                                      
                                                        

Scots’ Church Melbourne PWMU Program for 2018
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The Scots’ Church PWMU February Meeting

The guest speaker at the February 14, 2018 meeting was Maggie Lunan. Maggie 
spoke about music and texts that meant something to her. What was God saying 
to her now that he hadn’t been saying in the past? Her main thought provoking 
message was “you are not loved because you are good, you are good because 
you are loved”.

In Scotland as women celebrate fifty years in the Ministry, they are speaking out 
about a different way of doing things. February 14th, 2018 is the first day of ‘Lent’- 
Ash Wednesday and a day to focus on repenting, turning back to God and reflecting 
on our lives, asking ourselves what is it that takes our attention away from God?  
When we are stripped of everything, God is the only one we can rely on.

Busyness, Maggie said is what takes our attention away from God and she told us 
about a strong and growing movement in Scotland where women are taking time out 
to be quiet. Life is all about balance.

Maggie has completed two parts of a training course in Pastoral Supervision.  
She offers space once a week to anyone in the ministry to reflect on the past, in the 
present and making plans for the future. They have the answers Maggie said, all she 
has to do is ask the questions.

Maggie concluded her talk with a beautiful prayer based on Psalm 23 by Carla 
Grosch- Miller.

Maggie Lunan with members of the PWMU in February 2018. Credit: Caroline Allinson
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Caroline Allinson 

Scots’ PWMU encourages new members to join and participate in meetings and hear of the work of missionaries in their mission 
field. For further information please contact Margaret Lowe (03) 9877 1305 or Judith Kilmartin (03) 9803 1467.

The Rev. Carla Grosch-Miller, who wrote the poem on this page, is a United 
Reformed Church (URC) minister who lives in Oxford, UK. She was ordained in  
the United Church of Christ in the USA, with which she retains close ties. She was 
the Chaplain to the Moderator of the URC from 2014 – 2016. She lectures widely on 
pastoral theology, and published ‘Psalms Redux: Poems and Prayers’ in 2014; these 
are contemporary  versions of the Psalms.  

This I know
My life is in your hands
I have nothing to fear

I stop
I breathe
I listen.

Beneath the whirl of what is
is a deep down quiet place.

You beckon me to tarry there.

This is the place
where unnamed hungers

are fed, the place
of clear water,
refreshment.

My senses stilled,
I  drink deeply

at home
in timeless territory.

In peril I remember;
Death’s dark vale holds no menace,

I lean into you
Your eternal presence comforts me.

I am held tenderly.

In the midst of all that trouble
that threatens and diminishes
You set abundance before me

You lift my head; my vision clears.

The blessing cup overflows.

This I know
You are my home and my hope,

my strength and my solace,
and so shall you ever be.
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From The History of Scots’ Church
Some ‘Firsts’

The first chapter of our history, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 
1838 – 2013’ by Rowland S. Ward, includes some interesting ‘firsts’ for the Presbyterian 
Church in Victoria.

The settlement at Port Phillip dates from 1835, when it was first called Bearbrass. Governor 
Bourke in Sydney, on instructions from London, sent Captain William Lonsdale to the 
settlement to take charge in September 1836, and Bourke visited in March 1837. He named 
the settlement after the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Lord Melbourne.

The following excerpts are selected from Chapter 1 of the Scots’ Church history.

Shortly after the initial settlement, Henry Reed (1806-80), merchant, shipowner and active 
Wesleyan Methodist layman in Van Diemen’s Land [Tasmania] visited Port Phillip and is reputed 
to have conducted the first Christian service on the site of Melbourne. John Batman, William 
Buckley and three Aborigines were his congregation. (p.4).

In March 1836, Dr. Alexander Thomson (1798-1866), an active Church of Scotland layman, 
arrived from Van Diemen’s Land with his wife and daughter, He came over as medical officer 
and catechist for the Port Phillip Association and built a house near the corner of Flinders and 
Swanston streets, about where St. Paul’s Cathedral now stands. Before his house was completed, 
Thomson held services on Sunday in his tent, using the Church of England service. (p.5).

The first Presbyterian service in Melbourne by an ordained minister was conducted in the 
Pioneers’ Church [non-denominational] by Rev. James Clow, on the afternoon of Sunday 
31 December 1837. (p.6)…. Clow had come to see himself organising and leading a Church 
of Scotland congregation at Port Phillip….However, greatly to his surprise, on Saturday 20 
January 1838, a rather pale and thin young man named James Forbes stepped ashore at  
Melbourne…as the duly appointed church of Scotland Minister for Port Phillip. Forbes was the 
first permanent minister appointed to Melbourne and the first minister of Scots’ Church. (p.9).

Although Clow was disappointed, he deferred to the younger man Forbes, and supported 
him in the early years of his ministry. He later built a homestead, ‘Tirhatuan’  in what is 
now the Scoresby and Rowville area in 1841, subsequently moving to ‘Oakhill’, Queenscliff, 
where he died suddenly in 1861, aged 70 years. 

This first chapter, ‘Melbourne Beginnings’, provides details of the early settlement at Port 
Phillip, early Christian services, and a short biography of Rev. James Clow.

References: 
Rowland S. Ward, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 2014.
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Billy Graham 1918 – 2018

Regarded by many as the most 
successful Christian evangelist in the 
world, Billy Graham has died at the age 
of 99 years. Next year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the 1959 crusades in 
Melbourne and Sydney. It was estimated 
that 50 percent of the Australian 
population heard Graham’s message, 
in person or through broadcasts to 
churches and other places. Although he 
subsequently returned on three further 
occasions, the 1959 crusades were the 
most remarkable. More than 130,000 
people made a commitment to Christ in 
1959.

Born William Franklin Graham Junior on 
7th November 1918, Billy grew up on a 
dairy farm near Charlotte, North Carolina, 
U.S.A. He attended Bob Jones College, but 

soon moved to Florida Bible Institute. He later went north to Wheaton College, Illinois. 
It was there that he met and married Ruth Bell, the daughter of a medical missionary, 
and took his only position as a local pastor.

In 1945 Graham became the field representative for Youth for Christ International.  
At this time he forged friendships with many Christian leaders who would later 
provide assistance for his crusades. His national crusades in major American cities 
were followed by international crusades. 

Through the medium of radio and television, it is estimated that Graham reached 
over two billion people and oversaw the spiritual rebirth of two and a half million 
people who accepted Jesus as their saviour at his crusades. Graham was a moderate 
and temperate preacher with a high level of tolerance, and he was able to involve all 
Protestant denominations.

Billy Graham in 1966. Credit: Library of Congress
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One of Graham’s great 
achievements was a 
series of gatherings and 
conferences for iterant 
evangelists from 174 
countries, where they 
were provided with 
instruction in a range 
of skills including 
sermon composition, 
fundraising, and the 
effective use of films 
and videos.

Although he became 
unwell in later years, 
he continued to inspire 
others for the remainder of his life.  Sadly his wife Ruth died in 2007.  They had five 
children.

Billy Graham died on 21st February 2018 at Montreat, North Carolina. The funeral  
and memorial service were held on 2nd March at the Billy Graham Library in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

At his funeral, Graham’s five children remembered him as someone who lived his life 
at home as thoroughly devoted to the Gospel as he did in public life, with humility 
and an unwavering focus on the Bible. All Graham’s children are speakers or teachers 
in their own right. They recalled being taught by their parents how to read scripture 
aloud and how to  speak. Franklin, the oldest son, delivered the main eulogy, stating 
that: ‘He left us an enduring legacy: his uncompromising testimony of God’s great 
love.’ Graham was buried beside his wife in a memorial prayer garden at the library.  
The gravestone reads: ‘Preacher of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ’.

References: 
Billy Graham Biography. http://www.imdb.com/anme/nm0333932/bio
Gilbreath, Edward. Billy Graham/Christian History. http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/evangelistsandapologists/
billy-graham.html
Payne, Kaley and Josh Maule, ‘Billy Graham, evangelist to the world (1918-2018)’. Eternity, Number 89, March 2018, page 8.
‘The Guardian’, Saturday 3rd March 2018. ‘Billy Graham’s children pay tribute to “America’s Pastor” at funeral service’.

The Private Service for the Rev. Billy Graham on 28th February, where he lay in 
honour at the Capitol Rotunda, Washington.  Credit: Official White House photo 
by Shealah Craighead. Public Domain
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for 
kids

Word search
Luke Chapter 24
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 2.) 

The words to find . . .
Blessed

Conversation
Dazzling 
Emmaus

Jesus
Marvelling

Mary
Perplexed
Recognise

Road
Scriptures

Simon
Spices
Talking
Tomb

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Help these people to find the way to Jesus.

Luke Chapter 24

D T H E L G N I K L A T O R

D A H B L E S S E D A S E R

N I Z S E N J S R S Y M T R

O D H Z X B I E E M M P M N

I S A L L M N C S A T E A B

T C Q O O I I W U U P S R M

A R B N R P N S D K S I V M

S I M W S J C G R M N N E W

R P O L M Y R J Z W D G L N

E T T H R P Q G L R T O L T

V U V A Q N Y R F M L C I N

N R M P N L G C X N R E N L

O E P B M X V N C T M R G M

C S T L P E R P L E X E D R
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The town of Emmaus is referred to in the Gospel of Luke, in one of the post-
resurrection accounts of Jesus, where he appears to two of his disciples 
who were walking to the town from Jerusalem. Although its geographical 
location is not obvious as with some other biblical sites, with several 
options being suggested over time, the most likely contender and the 
focus of this article is Emmaus Nicopolis, now located inside a large park 
in Israel. 

The biblical account of the encounter of Jesus with Cleopas and another 
disciple who were both walking to Emmaus when they met Jesus, presents a 
vivid scene in Luke’s Gospel (Chapter 24). They did not recognise Jesus when 
he joined them and walked along the road with the pair, then joining them for 
supper. As he blessed the food they recognised Jesus who then vanished, after 
which they immediately returned to Jerusalem. A much shorter account of a 
similar story appears in Mark’s Gospel (Chapter 16).

The name Emmaus comes from the Hebrew word ‘Hammot’, meaning 
‘hot source or spring’. Emmaus had an important economic, military and 
administrative role due to its strategic position. There are several sources of 
information about the ancient history of Emmaus including the First Book 

of Maccabees, chapters 3 and 
4 (part of the Apocrypha), 
related to the wars of Judas the 
Maccabee against the Greeks 
in the second century BC. The 
historian Josephus Flavius refers 
to Emmaus several times in  
his writings, including its 
destruction by the Romans in 4 BC. 
By the time of the resurrection of 
Jesus in about 30 AD Emmaus 
had become a simple village.   
It was the Emperor Vespasian 

Bible Places – Emmaus

An ancient burial cave in Emmaus Nicopolis.  
Credit: Dr. Avishai Teicher, 2009. Creative Commons
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who recognised its strategic importance and placed a fortified camp there 
in 68 AD to house one of his legions. Archaeological evidence indicates that  
the town of this period was cosmopolitan, with a mixed Jewish, pagan and 
Samaritan population. The city was destroyed by an earthquake in about  
130 AD.

It was in the early third 
century AD that Emmaus 
was re-founded by the 
Romans, becoming 
the city of ‘Emmaus 
Nicopolis’, meaning 
‘Emmaus City of Victory’. 
In 222 AD a basilica 
was built in the city, 
later being rebuilt by 
the Byzantines and 
subsequently modified 
by the Crusaders. The 
city became a bishopric 
during the Byzantine 
period. From the fourth 
century onwards the site was commonly recognised as the site of the biblical 
Emmaus and a substantial church complex was built on the place where 
Jesus had traditionally appeared to the disciples. This later became a place of 
pilgrimage, with some of the ruins of this building still in existence.  A plague  
in 639 AD, during the Muslim conquest of Palestine, claimed up to 25,000 
deaths in the city.  A well on the site still bears an inscription that reads ‘the 
well of the plague’. 

The presence of Christianity in Emmaus was reinstated during the Crusades, and 
the Byzantine church restored. However about this time three other sites began 
to celebrate the memory of the appearance of Jesus at Emmaus. These were: 
Motza (about six kilometres west of Jerusalem); Qubeibe (11 kilometres north-
west of Jerusalem); and Abu Ghosh (about 16 kilometres west of Jerusalem). 
Although Emmaus Nicopolis is much further away (about 32 kilometres from 
Jerusalem), many scholars agree that it is the most likely contender for the 

A Byzantine baptistery in Emmaus Nicopolis.  
Credit: Dr. Avishai Teicher, 2008.  Public Domain



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A p r i l  2 0 1 8

P A G E  3 9

biblical town of 
Emmaus. We know 
that Emmaus and 
Jerusalem were 
connected by 
a road, but the 
distance between 
as given by Luke 
varies according 
to different 
m a n u s c r i p t s , 
resulting in 
ambiguity when 
attempting to 
locate the ancient 
town. 

Scholars in the 
19th century once again identified an Arab village, Amwas, as the site of the 
biblical town of Emmaus and the Roman and Byzantine Nicopolis. In 1878  
a nun of the Carmelite monastery at Bethlehem had a revelation that Amwas 
was the site of Emmaus; on this basis it was acquired from the Muslims by 
the Carmelite order in 1878, and once again became a place of pilgrimage.  
A monastery was built by the Carmelites in 1930 on land they purchased 
there, and in 1947 the area was 
attributed to the Arab State  
under the United Nations 
Partition Plan for Palestine. After 
conflict for the control of this 
strategic zone, the village fell 
under Jordanian rule and in 1967 
the population was expelled 
and the village destroyed by 
bulldozers. The Byzantine church 
was left intact in the cemetery. 
Canada Park, which was funded 
by a Jewish Canadian fund, 

 A panorama of Emmaus Nicopolis in 2011. Credit: Mujaddara.  
Creative Commons

A vista in Canada Park, Israel, which includes the site of 
Emmaus.  Credit: Bukvoed, 2015. Creative Commons
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is a large park that 
includes a forest 
plantation and the site 
of Amwas/Emmaus; it 
was created in 1973.  
A charismatic Catholic 
congregation, the 
Community of the 
Beatitudes, renovated 
the site and have lived 
there since 1993. 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
excavations of the site 
began in the late 19th 
century and continue 
to the present day. 
The ruins of the earlier phases of the city are scattered across a wide area.  
Five structures have been found and dated, including a sixth century Christian 
basilica with an external baptistery and mosaics, and a Crusade church 
with an apse from the 12th century. Other finds have included a Roman bath 
house from the third century AD, Jewish burial caves from the first century  
AD, oil presses, coins, lamps, vessels and jewellery. A number of stones have  
also been found with Hebrew, Samaritan, Greek and Latin inscriptions.

The encounter on the road to Emmaus and the supper that followed have both 
been the subject of many paintings by artists, especially during the Medieval 
and Renaissance periods and later.

References: 
Agape Bible Study: Identifying the biblical Town of Emmaus where Jesus revealed himself in “the breaking of the 
bread”. http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/documents/Identifying_the_Biblical_Town_of_Emmaus.htm
Bible Walks: Emmaus. https://biblewalks.com/sites/emmaus.html
Wikipedia: Emmaus. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmaus
Wikipedia: Road to Emmaus appearance. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_to_Emmaus_appearance
Wikipedia: Emmaus Nicopolis.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmaus_Nicopolis

An ancient burial cave in Emmaus Nicopolis. Credit: Dr. Avishai 
Teicher, 2009. Creative Commons
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In Memoriam

Rev. Alwyn Macfarlane

The Rev. Alwyn James Cecil Macfarlane 
has died in Glasgow Scotland on 5th 
February 2018, aged 95 years. Alwyn had 
a long and distinguished ministry, most 
of it served in the Church of Scotland.  
He was formerly Minister of Fodderty 
& Strathpeffer; Associate St Cuthbert’s 
Church and Minister Portobello Old, 
Edinburgh; and Minister Newlands South, 
Glasgow. Following this Alwyn, together 
with his wife Joan, came to Melbourne 
for a three-year appointment as the first 
full-time Assistant Minister with the Rev. 
Norman Pritchard, from 1985 to 1987.  
From June 1992 Alwyn was an Extra 
Chaplain to her Majesty in Scotland. 

In the years following his appointment at 
Scots’ he occasionally assisted when in Melbourne. He continued to maintain his 
interest in, and contact with Scots’ Church over the years that followed. Sadly his wife 
Joan died some years ago. Alwyn became increasingly frail in recent years, moving  
to a Church of Scotland care home in Giffnock, Glasgow in early 2017.

A funeral service for Alwyn was held on 23rd February 2018 at Newlands South 
Parish Church.  A private family cremation was followed by a Service of Thanksgiving.  
The Queen was represented by the Very Reverend Professor Iain Torrance (Dean of 
the Chapel Royal in Scotland) at the Memorial Service. 

Alwyn was the father of Seumas and Kirsteen, grandfather of Euan, Bridget and 
Esme, Rhiannon and Bethwyn, and father-in-law of Sheena and Graeme. Our deepest 
sympathy is extended to Alwyn’s family and to his many friends.

Rev. Alwyn Macfarlane (left) with Turnbull Trust 
preacher the Very Rev. Dr. Leonard Small, on the 
steps of Scots’ Church soon after Alwyn’s arrival  
as Assistant Minister in late 1984
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Luke Chapter 24.
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Across

3. At what time of day did women go to
Christ's tomb?

5. Who also walked to Emmaus?
6. To what village were two men walking?
8. How many miles from Jerusalem was

Emmaus?
10. The men said: 'Why seek the

___________ among the dead'.
12. What did Peter see when he ran to the

tomb?
13. When Jesus was at table what did he do

before he ate the bread?

Down

1. When they arrived at the village Jesus
asked if they were going
_______________.

2. Who appeared in dazzling apparel to the
women? (two words)

4. Where did Jesus' followers go after he
had vanished?

7. The women at the tomb included Mary
_______________.

8. What was rolled away from the tomb
entrance?

9. When Jesus appeared to his disciples
they were __________.

11. Who joined the people walking to
Emmaus?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Biblical Crossword
Luke Chapter 24
Solution on page 2.

Across
3.  At what time of day did  
 women go to Christ’s tomb?

5.  Who also walked to Emmaus?

6.  To what village were two  
 men walking?

8.  How many miles from  
 Jerusalem was Emmaus?

10.  The men said:  ‘Why seek the 
  _____________ among the 
  dead’.

12.  What did Peter see when he  
 ran to the tomb?

13.  When Jesus was at table  
 what did he do before he ate  
 the bread?

Down
1.  When they arrived at the  
 village Jesus asked if they  
 were going 
  _____________ .

2.  Who appeared in dazzling  
 apparel to the women?  
 (two words)

4.  Where did Jesus’ followers go  
 after he had vanished?

7.  The women at the tomb  
 included Mary 
  _____________ .

8.  What was rolled away from  
 the tomb entrance?

9.  When Jesus appeared to his  
 disciples they were 
  _____________ .

11.  Who joined the people  
 walking to Emmaus? 
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