
April Daily Bible reading 

24 Num 1, Ecc 11 Mark 10: 32-45,  2 Corinthians 12: 11-21,  Psalms 51: 7-12 

25 Num 2, Ecc, 12Mark 10: 46-52,  2 Corinthians 13: 1-14,  Psalms 51: 13-19 

26 Num 3, Song 1: Mark 11: 1-11,  2 Gal 1: 1-5,  Psalms 52: 1-5 

27 Num 4, Song 2, Mark 11: 12-25,  2 Gal 1: 6-10,  Psalms 52: 6-9 

28 Num 5, Song 3, Mark 11: 27-33,  2 Gal 1: 11-17,  Psalms 53 

29 Num 6, Song 4, Mark 12: 1-12,  2 Gal 1: 18-24,  Psalms 54 

30 Num 7, Song 5, Mark 12: 13-37,  2 Gal 2: 1-10,  Psalm 55: 1-8 

The Scots’ Church Melbourne 5pm service 

Newsletter  

A Culture in shock – the new normal 
 

Someone said, “there are decades in which nothing happens, and there are weeks in which 
decades happen.” A pandemic and now, last night – four members of the Victorian Police 
Force tragically killed.  I wept. 
Up until a few weeks ago, if we worked in a professional firm, we commuted into the CBD. 
Now we find ourselves working from home.   
We used to pick up the coffee of our choice, from our favourite cafe on the way to the of-
fice in the morning.  Now we work on our computer from home, sometimes alongside our 
spouse also trying to work, and children needing attention.  
This new normal is taking a lot longer, whether it is more meetings via Zoom, or trying to 
work remotely from home.  A friend of mine’s gym membership is now a phone call with a 
personal trainer.  We find ourselves and others stressed, and struggling to adjust to the new 
normal. Our modern western society has been built on a three-tiered foundation. 
The first tier was science, regarded as the provider of all true knowledge. 
The second tier was technology, that transfers scientific knowledge into control over our 
creation. The third tier was economic power.  It energized science and technology.  
So, the ultimate goal in life and the way to personal happiness and social harmony - is a 
rising standard of living.  And now, it seems jeopardized by a virus that we can’t see, 
as science and technology so far struggling to find a vaccine.   The gods of science, technol-
ogy, economic power, which we thought were impregnable and would give us a smooth 
ride through life, have been stopped in their tracks by an invisible virus.   
Our confidence in humanity’s progress has given way to anxiety.                                 
Although it is not all bad.  This pandemic is challenging us to ask the big questions: where 
are we, who are we, what's wrong, what's the remedy.  We are part of a shocked culture, 
and this incredible 'angst'.  It's never been easy to keep our spiritual bearings.   
That is why Psalm 46 is such a help to us today. It was written in troubled times and so it 
gives us the questions to ask and the answers for our comfort.  
Verses 1 - 3 – In troubled times - Is God our refuge?   
Verses 4 - 5 – In troubled times – Will the church survive? 
Verses 6-7 - In troubled times - Has God anything to say? 
Verses 8 - 9 -In troubled times - Is God involved in the world? 
Verse 10 -   In troubled times - Do we need to back off? 
Verse 11 - In troubled times - How shall we then live? 
 

Let’s keep praying and caring for one another. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Richard O’Brien 
 
JOIN US FOR THE FOLLOWING 
City Bible Study Tuesday - Bible Study and Prayer group  6:30- 8:30pm 
Contact Richard O’Brien for details—Richard@scotschurch.com 
Thursday Lunchtime  Series mp3s   Scots' online sermons 

Engage 

24 April 2020 

Sermons on line —  Just a reminder that a back catalogue of sermons are available online. New 
sermons are uploaded to our web site each Friday.  
www.scotschurch.com/sermons 
Sunday 11am, Sunday 5pm, Wednesday 1pm, and Thursday 1pm services. 
St Stephen’s Flemington Sunday service. 
The Indonesian Sunday service can be found at www.icc-melbourne.org/sermons 
 
Contact Details 
Minister to the CBD: Rev Richard O’Brien 
Mobile: 0415978561 
Email: richard@scotschurch.com 
 
How to contact us 
Telephone information and after hours answering service: 9650 9903 
Emergency contact: 0425 884 034  
(only to be used if you have been unable to contact an Elder or Minister) 
Email: admin@scotschurch.com Web: www.scotschurch.com 
 
Maintaining your free-will offerings  
Please continue to provide your normal free-will offerings. They are more  
important than ever at this critical time. There are three ways you can do this:  
• By electronic transfer to BSB 083 004, Account number 630 327 585  
▪ By cheque made out to The Scots’ Church Melbourne and posted to 1/156  
Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000  
 

Preaching Schedule 

Psalm 46 - In troubled times….. Engage 5pm Sermon Series. 

May 3 Psalm 46:8-9 In troubled times…Is God involved in this world? 

May 10 Psalm 46:10 In troubled times….Do we need to back off? 

May 17 Psalm 46:11 In troubled times….How shall we then live? 

http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/sermon-podcasts1


 In troubled times… Has God anything to say?  - Psalm 46: 6-7  

A Culture in Shock – the new normal 

• Lenin: “there are decades in which nothing happens, and there are weeks in which 
decades happen.” 

 
 

• Modern western society built on three tiers 
o Science 

 
o Technology 
 
o Economic power 
 
 

• Although it is not all bad 
 
 

• How do we maintain our spiritual bearings? 
 
 

• Psalm 46 helps us to answer big questions 
 

 
1.  The Actions of humanity – vs 6 

• The nations totter 
 
 

• 2 Kings 18, Sennacerib and Assyrians invade Judah. 

• 2 Kings 19:11-13 is a summary of what happens. 
 

• Not just a battle between nations but also between ideas. 
 
 
2.  What is the answer of God? 

• God speaks – His Word is also deed. 
 
 

• Contrast between humanity and God. 
 

 

3.  In times of trouble faith sees God is in the midst of His people.  Vs 7 
 

• God is unchanging. 

• The names of God 
o The Lord God Almighty 

 
 
 

▪ Illustrated in 2 Kings 6:15-18 – Elisha and his servant 
 
 

o The Protection of the God of Jacob 
 
 

• Jesus and the names of God  
 
 
 
4.  How does this help us? 

• An intelligent and certain conviction of the unchanging realities of our relationship 
with God is the best preparation for the inevitable changes in life.  
 

o Vs 1  
o Vs 4 
o Vs 5 
o Vs 7 

 
o Do we see what the Psalmist is doing? 
 

 

•  An intelligent understanding of the names of God is a great help to faith.    
 
 
 

• A sensitive spiritual knowledge of Church history can be a great source of 
encouragement and instruction to our faith. 


