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A service to celebrate 24 years of urban outreach in Flemington by the Presbyterian 
and Scots’ Church Joint Mission was held at St. Stephen’s, Flemington on Sunday 
29th.April at 2.30 pm. The Rev. Douglas Robertson conducted the service and the 
sermon was preached by the Rev John Wilson, Moderator General. The organist was 
Dr Rosemary Fethers Sahhar and the scriptures were read by Mrs Glenys Wright 
and Mr Robert Lowe. The Presbyterian Ladies College Choir, conducted by Ms. Anne 
Friend and accompanied by Ms. Hui-Ling Yeo, sang the Negro Spiritual “Were You 
There?” The offering for the work of the mission amounted to $894.00. Afternoon tea 
was served after the service.

Other news

Emily Sahhar was admitted to the legal 
profession as an Australian Lawyer in the 
Supreme Court of Victoria on Tuesday 
17th February 2018. In the accompanying 
photo Emily is with her supervisor, mentor 
and colleague, Dean Katz, who presented 
her in Court. Dean is a partner in Cornwall 
Stodart where Emily completed her 
training and where she will continue her 
exciting career.  

The grandsons of Mary Cooper have had a busy start to the year at Scotch College. 
Rory, aged 15, rowed in the APS Heads of the River at Nagambie in the Year 9 Coxed 
Quad Scull and they came third. The next day, at the 2018 Ringwood Highland 
Gathering, he was Pipe Sergeant of the Scotch College No.2 Band which came first 
in the Grade 4 Selection of Marches. Lachlan, aged 19, played with the Hawthorn 
City Pipe Band and they came first in Grade 2. Callum, 17, is Pipe Sergeant of Scotch 
College’s No. 1 band which won both Grade 3 and Juvenile sections.  The boys’ 
father Jim is also a piper as was their grandfather, the late John Cooper.  Well done 
Lachlan, Callum and Rory!s. 

The February Sausage Sizzle raised $792.00 for the PWMU, March raised $550.00 for 
the Hospitals Chaplaincy Committee and $500.00 was raised for the Presbyterian 
Inland Mission in April. A great effort.  

Lois Taylor
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Emily Sahhar and her colleague Dean Katz, on the 
occasion of her admission to the legal profession
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk/Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Miss D.R. Anstee AM DSJ 9650 9903
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Pot Pourri
Baptism

We warmly welcome Robert George Yan, who was 
born on 30th December, 2017, the son of Claire and 
Robert, and brother of Audrey. Robert was baptised 
on Sunday 29th April.  

Special Services

Special music was provided during Holy Week under the direction of Douglas 
Lawrence. There was a Worship Service on Good Friday at 11am. The Mass in B 
minor by Johann Sebastian Bach was performed by the Scots’ Church Choir and 
Melbourne Baroque Orchestra on Good Friday evening. On Easter Day a Garden 
Service at 8.30 am was followed by breakfast together.  The Indonesian Service was 
at 10.30am, Divine Worship and Holy Communion at 11am and Public Worship at  
5 pm. Our thanks to all who were involved in such a wonderful celebration of  
Easter at Scots’ Church.  

ANZAC Day was commemorated at the 11am Worship Service 
on Sunday 22nd April. Mr. Stewart Banks laid a wreath and read  
‘The Ode of Remembrance’. The scripture lessons were read by  
Mr. Barry Kilmartin.  

The guest preacher on 29th April was the Rev. Neil Urquhart 
from Scotland. Neil has been in Australia as a chaplain at 
the recent Commonwealth Games held on the Gold Coast, 
Queensland and was accompanied by his wife Dorothy.  
These were the third Commonwealth Games at which Neil  
has officiated. He is involved in Sports Ministry in Scotland. 
This was Neil’s second visit to Scots’ Church as guest 
preacher. 

Robert and Claire Yan, with Robert 
George and sister Audrey, on the day of 

Robert’s baptism

Stewart Banks laid the wreath at the 
Anzac Day Service on 22nd April

Neil, guest preacher at Scots’ on 
29th April, with his wife Dorothy
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

European Leadership Forum 

Thirteen years ago, I was privileged to meet John 
Musselman through the Presbyterian Ministers’ Family 
Camp at Halls Gap. John was the ‘speaker’ at that camp.  
It soon became obvious that John was a lover of  
fine literature and Pilgrim’s Progress, written by John 
Bunyan, was one of his favourite books. 

As a result, I invited him to come and see with me G. F. Folingsby’s painting of   
“Bunyan in Prison” which at that time was in the Ian Potter Gallery section of the 
National Gallery of Victoria. It is a beautiful painting of Bunyan sitting in prison with 
an open Bible, reading it to prisoners and prison wardens. John was moved by the 
painting, and asked, “Is it possible to buy a print of Folingsby’s painting?”  We talked 
over coffee that day, and the next time I heard from John was when I received through 
the post a box, laden with Christian classics that John had carefully and beautifully 
‘modernised,’ each with a study guide, namely,  John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress 
and The Training of the Twelve (4 volumes) by A.B. Bruce. I have used them over the  
past 13 years to help guide people to grow in their relationship with God.  They have 
been precious in my ministry. 

So when I read in one of John’s profound and beautifully crafted Christmas letters, 
that he was involved in the European Leadership Forum (ELF) whose regular email 
updates I also receive, my interest in the ELF was piqued. Through emails, a call to 
John, an extensive application process and interview process by Skype I was invited 
to the 2018 ELF, in May at Wisla, Poland. Around 800-900 Christian leaders from  
around Europe attend this forum.

Each day consists of morning sessions with Peter J. Williams Principal Tyndale  
House Cambridge and evening plenary sessions with a variety of speakers.  Afternoons 
are filled with seminars.  

Three hours each day are spent in the participants’ network. My network will be  
the “Year-Round Mentoring for Disciple-Making Leaders” which John Musselman 
leads. In addition I will participate in six two-hour webinars with assignments between 
the 2018 and 2019 Forums;  a four-day retreat in Barcelona, Spain from 3 December  
to 6 December 2018; presenting a ten-page paper at the 2019 ELF “outlining a  
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strategic, workable plan for multiplying mature disciple-makers within your sphere  
of influence.” 

Please pray for me as I participate in the ELF,  seek to learn and apply the lessons in 
my own context.

Oh, and in all my excitement about the ELF, I forgot to mention, when I did phone 
John, he said, “I’m looking at the ‘Bunyan in Prison’ print by Folingsby, it’s on the wall 
in front of me.”

Yours sincerely

Richard 

An English writer and Puritan preacher, John Bunyan 
(1628 – 1688) is best remembered for his allegorical 
book, ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’, although he wrote over 60 
works, many of them expanded sermons. 

Bunyan came from the village of Elstow near Bedford, 
and joined the Parliamentary army at the age of 16, 
during the English Civil War. After three years in the 
army he returned home and became a tinker, learning 
the trade from his father. Bunyan’s interest in religion 
grew after his marriage, and he joined a nonconformist 
group in Bedford, becoming a preacher. He was arrested 
for refusing to give up preaching when the freedom of 
nonconformists was curtailed following the restoration 
of the monarchy. He spent 12 years in prison at this time, 
and it was then that he began to write ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’. 
Bunyan’s later years were spent in relative comfort as a 
popular preacher and author, and pastor of the Bedford 
Meeting. He died in London from a fever in 1688.

References: 
Wikipedia: John Bunyan.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Bunyan

John Bunyan – Preacher and Writer

A portrait of John Bunyan by 
Thomas Sadler, 1684. Oil on 
canvas, National Portrait Gallery.  
Creative Commons

Bunyan’s High Street cottage.  
Steel engraved print. The Youth’s 
Magazine, 1848, Harrowden, 
Bedfordshire
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

What is the Kingdom of Heaven?

On Sunday 29th April, the Presbyterian and Scots’ 
Church Joint Mission celebrated 24 years of operations 
in Flemington with a well-attended thanksgiving service 
at St Stephen’s.

The Mission’s Chairman, Rev Douglas Robertson, 
conducted the service.  The choir of the Presbyterian 

Ladies’ College, conducted by Ms Anne Friend and accompanied by Ms Hui-Ling Yeo, 
sang a beautiful and moving rendition of Were you there.  

The Moderator General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, Rev John Wilson, 
preached from two of Jesus’ parables recorded in Matthew 13:44-46:

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, 
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought 
it.”  (ESV)

John brought out the differences in these two illustrations, likening them to two of the 
ways we might come to saving faith in Christ.  

For some, suddenly seeing the glory of the gospel of grace can be as unplanned 
and unexpected as accidently striking buried treasure when all you were doing was 
ploughing a paddock to grow a crop.  

For others, it can seem like the culmination of a long and deliberate philosophical  
and spiritual search, like a pearl trader finally locating the ultimate and perfect 
specimen that simply cannot be bettered.

In both cases, the discoverers, whether accidental or deliberately searching, sell all 
that they have to make this wonderful thing their own. In other words, nothing is 
worth more or is more desirable than becoming part of the kingdom of heaven.
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So what is this kingdom of heaven? John’s sermon took us to its absolute basics;  
its bare essentials. There need to be two things for there to be a kingdom, and only 
two things.  There must be a ruler.  And there must be at least someone who is  
subject to that ruler.  When we acknowledge Christ as our king and embrace his 
lordship in our lives, we have entered the kingdom of heaven because the kingdom 
of heaven exists within us.

Thanks to Suzanne Peake
Ms Suzanne Peake has reluctantly stepped down from the Mission’s Committee of 
Management due to clashing commitments that made her attendance at Committee 
meetings no longer feasible. I thank her for her contribution to the Committee over 
several years. I’m particularly pleased that she continues as an active volunteer on 
Mission open days.

A new member of the Mission Committee
Ms Rima (Meilie) Houghton has graciously agreed to fill a vacancy on the Presbyterian 
& Scots’ Church Joint Mission’s Committee of Management. Meilie is a member  
of St Stephen’s Flemington, and her joining the Committee further strengthens  
the links and cooperation between the Mission and its host church. She joins two  
other St Stephen’s members on the Mission’s Committee of Management – Mr Harold 
Burge and Mrs Yvonne Farquharson.

Philip 

The Flemington Mission Hall is always a lively place on Mission open days
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On 19th March 2018 the following letter from Senior Minister, the Rev. Douglas 
Robertson, informed the congregation of  Miss Rae Anstee’s retirement from the 
positions of Session Clerk and Chairman of Trustees at Scots’ Church:

‘Dear Friends,

I am writing to let you know that Miss Dorothy Rae Anstee AM has chosen to 
retire from her roles as Session Clerk and Chairman of the Trustees in Scots’ Church.  
She will continue to serve both as an elder and a trustee.

As many of you will know, Rae’s association with Scots’ Church stretches back across 
many decades, to the days when she was nursing at the Royal Children’s Hospital 
and used to attend the mid-week service. She formally joined the church in the 

 

Retiring as Session Clerk and Chairman of Trustees

From left, Douglas Robertson, Rae Anstee and Richard O’Brien

Miss Rae Anstee  AM
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1970s and was elected an elder in 1983. Together with Helen Holman, they are  
our longest serving elders on the Kirk Session.

Rae has also served as a Trustee since 1997 and was elected Chairman in 2003.

In each of these significant leadership roles Rae has excelled in her service of 
God and His church. She has faced many challenges and she has always handled  
them with good grace, generosity of spirit and a humble but very profound faith  
in Jesus Christ. On many occasions she has ministered to me and encouraged me  
in my work by a simple reminder of our congregation’s motto: In God We Trust.

As we wish Rae God’s peace and blessing in this retirement, we will also take time 
to honour the immense legacy that she has bestowed on the congregation and 
thank her for the great blessing she has been, and will continue to be, to us. Details 
of a suitable function will be circulated in due course. Wishing you all the blessing 
of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Rev Douglas Robertson

Senior Minister’

 Rae Anstee, with ministers and elders present at the luncheon
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Rae and her inestimable 
contribution to Scots’ Church 
over many years were honoured 
by a presentation during the 
morning worship service on 15th 
April. Following the service the 
congregation, family and friends 
joined together for a luncheon 
to honour Rae. After a delicious 
lunch provided by all, offering 
an opportunity for fellowship, 
Mr Sebert Ruddock and Douglas 
Robertson both spoke of Rae and 
her enormous contribution to 
church and community over many years.

Mrs Helen Holman, who has served as an elder and trustee with Rae over many 
years, then gave the following speech:

‘When Douglas rang me on Friday to ask if I would say a few words of thanks 
today I felt very honoured, but also thought, where does one start? I thought to 
myself - Rae at Scots’ Church I could liken to a glass of tonic water- it’s quite nice but  
without the gin it is lacking. That’s what Rae has been – the tonic and the spirit –  
it was after all the Queen Mother’s favourite drink. Rae is part of Scots’ Church 
fabric. She has served this church and the wider church faithfully and loyally for 
in excess of twenty years.

Rae and I were ordained as elders in 1983. I didn’t know Rae then. In fact I am 
not sure when we really got to know each other. Rae was busy as Director of 
Nursing at the Austin Hospital and I was busy being a mum to a toddler and 
a nine month old, so our worlds were miles apart. I recall that I used to call Rae 
“Miss Anstee” back then when I was young and polite, until I became cheeky and 
Miss Anstee became Rae. The Church drew us together with the many activities 
that were held, and in our role as elders.

Soon after Rae retired she was approached to be Session Clerk. At this time also 
our then Senior Minister, the Rev Dr Norman Pritchard received a call to America 
and Scots’ had a vacancy for a Senior Minister. Rae had to quickly learn the role of 
session clerk as her predecessor, Mr Sid Hayden, was in ill health and was unable 

Some of the many members, family and friends at the 
luncheon
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to assist in the transition. Rae 
rose to the challenge with 
enthusiasm, grace and a strong 
work ethic. Everything she 
undertook was of the highest 
standard and second best was 
not of Rae’s nature of excellence.

Rae has supported the 
ministers and congregation 
well beyond the call of duty. We 
are all indebted to her for her 
outstanding service to Scots’ 
and the wider Presbyterian 
Church. There would not be many here today who have not been recipients of 
Rae’s generosity as her support has been quietly and graciously given. Not only 
was Rae Session Clerk but she also held the position of Chairman of Trustees from 
2003. She contributed enormously in this role and we are reaping the benefits 
today.

Rae lives by the Church motto “In God We Trust” and when we have had some 
darker moments I think I often responded “I know, but I think at this moment he 
has gone to sleep at the wheel”. Rae’s leadership and legacy will be continue for 
many years into the life of Scots’. We thank her for her outstanding service and her 
strong faith and the love of her life - her beloved Scots’.

Rae, on behalf of the ministers, the staff, session, trustees and all the congregation 
and special friends who are here today and others who unfortunately can’t be 
here, we thank you most sincerely for your outstanding service, for your strong 
faith and for the love of this wonderful church that we all call the “Scots’ Church 
Family”. Thank you - may God bless you richly.

Helen Holman’

The Scots’ Church choir also presented a musical item written especially for the 
occasion by choir member Vaughan McAlley, with apologies to Brian Cadd, Don 
Mudie and Glenn Shorrock. The lyrics:

The Scots’ Choir singing ‘A Rae of Sunshine’ at the luncheon
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Little Rae of Sunshine
‘Kirk Session said “This person’s not a man”, 
But she did very well – as well as anyone can.
Chorus:
A little Rae of sunshine and she’s really made her mark,
A little Rae of sunshine in the shape of a clerk.

The Kirk was disciplined and always well planned
Under the firm and gentle hand her nature provided.
Chorus.

The work she does behind the scenes makes her a treasure
And for good measure she’s chummy with the Queen.
She can make you feel good,
She can make you feel your singing’s all worthwhile,
Only by her smile.
A little Rae of sunshine (repeated several times).’

Rae responded with graciousness, 
speaking of some of the highlights 
over her years as Session Clerk.

The lunch concluded with the 
cutting of a celebration cake in 
Rae’s honour.

Our grateful thanks to Rae for 
her leadership and unfailing 
commitment to Scot’s Church and 
all associated with it over the years 
as Session Clerk and Chairman of 
Trustees, and for her love and care 
of so many of the Scots’ Church 
family in her role as elder. We wish 
Rae every blessing as she continues 
as an elder and trustee.

Rae Anstee cutting the celebration cake in her honour
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From the Archives
A Letter from Billy Graham

The last issue of The Leaflet (April 2018, No. 1069) included a short article about 
evangelist Billy Graham, who died on 21st February 2018, at 99 years of age.  
His Australian crusades, held in several states in 1959, were most remarkable.  
The final meeting in Melbourne, at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, to which  
Graham invited people in the following letter, attracted over 130,000, still the  
record for the largest number ever to come to the venue. This letter to pastors  
from our archives provides some insight into the detailed organization that went 
into these crusades, with outstanding results.

Judith Kilmartin

BILLY GRAHAM
March 4, 1959

Dear Pastor:

Just a brief note to express my deepest appreciation and 
thank  fulness to God for your participation in the Melbourne 

Crusade. The church support has been among the finest and 
best we have ever known.

Certainly the City of Melbourne and the State of Victoria 
can be justly proud of their clergy! I have deeply 

appreciated your willingness to participate and share in 
this Crusade. Many ministers have disagreed with certain 

aspects of the meetings, and yet they have shown Christian 
love and tolerance, which I believe must have been pleasing 
to our blessed Lord. I deeply regret that I have gotten to 
know so few ministers on a personal basis - in fact, fewer 
than any crusade we have ever conducted.This has been due 

entirely to my physical handicap. I am confiding in you that 
my eye has not shown the improvement the doctors would like. 
They have ordered me to further curtail my schedule in the 
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coming weeks. I do not know what this will mean to our 
present schedule in the rest of Australia.However, I would 
appreciate your continued prayers at this point that the 

Lord’s will might be done.

Certainly we have seen a religious phenomenon which 
I sincerely believe is indicative of the excellent 

organization, the prayer support, but more - the spiritual 
hunger of people for the simplicity of the Gospel.

Now as we approach the last day of the Crusade, which will 
be held in the Melbourne Cricket Ground next Sunday, March 
fifteenth, we need your help! I sincerely believe that this 
could be one of the greatest testimonies for Christ in the 
history of the Christian church. It could be an historic 

meeting that the entire nation and even the world would read 
about. It would cause Christians to rejoice and sinners to 
think! Therefore I am going to ask you to place it urgently 

upon your people to be there.It is not easy to fill the 
Cricket Ground. It is one of the largest arenas in the 

world. In addition, I hope you will organize buses to bring 
the people. Our office is ready to supply you with almost 

unlimited tickets if you will simply phone:

FY 2450         FY 1922         FY 2459

I would suggest that you urge the people to be in the 
Cricket Ground by 2.00 o’clock if possible.

I am taking away from Melbourne cherished memories of some 
of the most blessed days of my entire ministry.

With warmest personal greetings, I am

Cordially yours,
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Interview

Ella and Douglas Ritchie

Douglas was born in Dundee during the war; his mother and older brother 
Gordon moved there to be with her mother, as his father was serving with the 
RASC (Royal Army Service Corps) in Egypt. Douglas didn’t meet his father until 
he was four years old!  After the war the family moved to Kirkcaldy. Douglas had 
a very happy childhood and was educated at Sinclairtown Primary School and 
Viewforth High School. On leaving school he served his apprenticeship as an 
electrician and worked with various firms until 1979 when he began work with 
the local council as a modernisation inspector. He became the technical officer 
for the whole of Fife, continuing in that job until his retirement in 2007. For 15 
years he also successfully ran a small electrical and alarm business which he 
closed when he reached 70 years of age.

Douglas’ great grandfather on his mother’s side served with the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders. He was a survivor of the Thin Red Line at the battle of Balaclava and was 
also at the Siege of Lucknow and the Relief of Lucknow (see footnote).

Ella and Douglas Ritchie
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Ella was born during the war and brought up in Kirkcaldy. She had a very happy 
childhood along with her brother Harry. She loved ballet and Highland dancing.  
She was educated at Dunnikier Primary School and Kirkcaldy High School.   
On leaving school Ella worked in the office of a local linoleum manufacturing firm, 
Barry, Ostlere and Shepherd, doing a variety of jobs including working on Powers-
Samas accounting machines.  She gained secretarial qualifications at night school, 
and worked as a shorthand typist with United Glass.  Ella then moved to the General 
Post Office and worked in the telephone exchange for 10 years till she stopped 
work to have her family.  Once the two girls were at school, she resumed work as a 
shorthand typist and later joined Fife Constabulary.  For 16 years she was in charge 
of the typists’ department at Kirkcaldy Police Station until she retired in 2006.  
After retiring, she invigilated examinations at Kirkcaldy High School and Viewforth 
High School as invigilator and deputy chief invigilator for 10 years.  

Douglas’ family were members of St Serf’s Church, Dysart, where Douglas was 
a member of the 4th Kirkcaldy Company of the Boys’ Brigade.  Ella’s family were 
members of Kirkcaldy Old Kirk and, after their marriage there in 1966, Douglas  
joined Ella at the Old Kirk.  This was the beginning of a long association for them both 
with the Old Kirk, Ella having been there all her life.  

Douglas and Ella have two girls; Alison was born in 1972 and Helen in 1977.   
Both girls studied at University in Edinburgh, Alison at Heriot-Watt, gaining an  
honours degree in opto-electronics and laser engineering and Helen at Napier 
University gaining an honours degree in biomedical science. They travelled to 
Australia at different times and neither of them returned permanently to the UK,  
both settling in Melbourne. Alison lives in Toorak, and is a product strategy manager 
in the city with PageUp. Helen worked at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute,  
and is married and lives in Elwood, with her husband Ben, and three children,  
Abbie (11), Billie (8) and Thomas (5).

The Kirk Session of the Old Kirk had a Quoad Omnia Constitution (meaning that 
it was responsible for all things). Douglas became an elder in 1972. He was fabric 
convener for many years and also served on several committees of the Session.   
Ella became an elder in 1979, one of the first women elders at Kirkcaldy Old.  
She was convener of the Pastoral Care Committee, a member of several other 
committees of the Session and oversaw the running of a Retired Members group.  
She was also in charge of organising volunteers to run the Church Coffee Bar 
which opened in 1981 and which, under the Trust, is still running.  Douglas and Ella  
were both involved with the Church Drama Group for a few years, Douglas being  
the stage manager, and Ella the treasurer. Ella was also involved in the Young  
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Women’s Group and the 
Women’s Guild, serving on the 
committee and as secretary 
and president. Ella was clerk 
to the vacancy committee 
when Reverend John G. Sim 
retired, and both Ella and 
Douglas feel very privileged 
to have served with him for 
almost 30 years.

In 2011 the church building 
was sold, and Ella and Douglas 
became founder trustees 
and members of The Old 
Kirk Trust set up to preserve 
the building for the future.   
The 15th century tower is the oldest ‘living’ building in Kirkcaldy. There has been  
a church on the site since before 1244 when it was consecrated by Bishop de  
Bernham on 21st March of that year. They worked for the trust voluntarily, until  
they left for Australia at the end of 2016. Ella and Douglas were presented with a 
photograph of the memorial window for Mrs. Jean Sim in the Old Kirk, which they 
both love, by their Old Kirk friends. It has pride of place in their new apartment.

Douglas and Ella caravanned from 1979 till 2015. One of their great pleasures,  
they have wonderful memories of family holidays and weekends in Britain, the south 
of France and Europe.

In the 1990s Douglas volunteered with two friends to take essential items to a 
Children’s Aids Hospice in Cernavoda, Romania, under the auspices of Children 
in Distress, a charity run by an English minister, John Walmsley. He did one trip by 
road and four trips by air. On one trip they laid seven and a half tons of linoleum 
throughout the hospice.  

Douglas was a trustee director with Fife Historic Buildings Trust. He enjoyed being 
involved in the interesting projects they managed. Ella and Douglas were involved 
with Kirkcaldy Youth Music Theatre when the girls were members and Ella continued 
to attend every week for the last 30 years. They were presented with a quaich (a special 
Scottish two handled drinking cup) by the group on their departure for Australia.  
They both served on the committee of Kirkcaldy Civic Society, where Ella was 
secretary for five years.  This group formed in 1974 to stimulate public interest in,  

The Old Kirk, Kirkcaldy, where Ella and Douglas were members for  
many years.  Credit:  Kilnburn, 2009. Creative Commons
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and care for, the beauty, history and character of the area of the town and its 
surroundings.  

Ella likes reading, knitting, gardening and outings to the theatre and musical 
events especially organ music. Douglas likes walking, reading and photography.   
He has taken up bowls, having been introduced to it by a Scots’ church member,  
Mr Dennis Troedel.  He enjoys playing very much.  

Since coming to Melbourne, they volunteer at Elwood Primary School kitchen garden.  
Douglas also volunteers at St. Kilda Mums, a charity that provides essential items  
for needy mothers and children.  

The first time Douglas and Ella visited The Scots’ Kirk was in 2008. They attended 
occasionally when they visited their daughters. They decided to move permanently 
to Melbourne in 2015, arriving in November 2016. It took seven months until their 
apartment was ready. In August 2017 they started to attend Scots’ Church regularly, 
becoming members in October 2017. They enjoy the services very much, also the 
excellent music and the really warm, friendly welcome they were given. Ella and 
Douglas love their new life in Melbourne, especially being close to their family and 
grandchildren.

We are delighted to have Ella and Douglas as members of the Scots’ Church family, 
and look forward to getting to know them better.

Footnote: 
The Thin Red Line was a military action by the British Sutherland Highlanders 93rd Regiment at the Battle of Balaclava on 25 
October 1854, during the Crimean War. The Siege of Lucknow was the prolonged defence of the Residency within the city 
of Lucknow during the Indian Rebellion of 1857. After two successive relief attempts had reached the city, the defenders and 
civilians were evacuated from the Residency, which was then abandoned.

For kids quiz solution Biblical Crossword Solution
SERVAELIJAHNTO

DYFAGALILEEDLL

NTNLMPTVYREDMJ

AHIPCESKFRLHSN

MGAMOTNEUWZENP

MITVMERGBKVKGT

OMNNPRIXLIRTEY

CMUTAFJREERRJN

EROTSERCYJRCNG

MZMNSWEAMIEKSH

TBAKIRRMFONSJK

RRMVOPHIDWSJUG

TWHXNRETFWYELS

GTKGBDMHWTWXST

Mark Chapter 9, verses 1 to 37

SERVAELIJAHNTO

DYFAGALILEEDLL

NTNLMPTVYREDMJ

AHIPCESKFRLHSN

MGAMOTNEUWZENP

MITVMERGBKVKGT

OMNNPRIXLIRTEY

CMUTAFJREERRJN

EROTSERCYJRCNG

MZMNSWEAMIEKSH

TBAKIRRMFONSJK

RRMVOPHIDWSJUG

TWHXNRETFWYELS

GTKGBDMHWTWXST

Mark Chapter 9, 1 to 37

123
LMR

   
AUA

 4        
STERRIFIED

5 6   
THREEI

 7 
EGA

8 9      
BSPRAYERN

    
EULT

 10    11
LRABBIM

    
IRLO

 12         
EBELOVEDSON

    
VCEE

   
ETS

13      
SCRIBES

 
O

14           
TRANSFIGURED

Across

4. How did the disciples feel?
5. How many disciples did Jesus lead to a

higher mountain?
9. By what could the evil spirit be cast out?

10. How did Peter address Jesus?
12. A voice from a cloud said: This is my

______________ (2 words)
13. Who argued with Jesus?
14. What happened to Jesus on the high

mountain?

Down

1. Anyone who would be first will be what?
2. A father brought his __________ son to

Jesus to be healed.
3. What was the appearance of Jesus'

clothes on the mountain?
6. Jesus foretold his own death and

____________________.
7. Through what area did Jesus and the

disciples pass?
8. All things are possible if one

_______________.
11. Who appeared to them together with

Eiljah?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Hidden  message: SERVANT OF ALL
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The holy bramble (Rufus 
ulmifolius subspecies 
sanctus) is a very long-
lived perennial bush that 
grows up to two metres in 
height. It often grows in 
large thickets near water 
sources, in oases, on river 
banks and in moist fields. 
Native to Western Asia and 
the Mediterranean region, 
it may also be found in 
many places including 
Europe, Asia, Egypt and 
North America.  

The plant has no central 
stem, but a number of long thin branches with hooked prickles. The leaves have 
three to five leaflets, and the pale pink or white flowers have five petals, each six 
to nine millimetres long. The fruit is an edible blackish berry that ripens at the end 
of summer. The fruit is tasty and good to eat, but is not widely available as it is 
not grown commercially. It has to be collected from the extremely prickly bushes 
growing wild.

The only specific biblical reference to the bramble bush is found in Luke 6:44, in 
relation to each tree being known by its own fruit. Two other references to thorns, 
in Numbers 33:55 and Proverbs 22:5, are thought to be possibly brambles. A further 
verse relating to thorns in Isaiah 34:13, is sometimes translated as brambles.

A ‘holy bramble’ plant can be found growing at the Chapel of the Burning Bush within 
St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai, Egypt. The monastery, controlled by the 
autonomous Church of Sinai, is part of the wider Eastern Orthodox Church and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. One of the oldest working Christian monasteries in 
the world, it was built between 548 and 565 AD by the Roman Emperor, Justinian I. 

Plants of the Bible

Holy Bramble

The Holy Bramble with fruit, showing tangled bushy growth. 
Creative Commons
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It also houses the world’s oldest continually 
operating library, possessing many unique 
and priceless books. It contains the largest 
collection of icons and manuscripts related 
to Christianity outside the Vatican Museum.

According to the monastery’s tradition, the 
Chapel of the Burning Bush is located above 
the roots of the bush that burned with fire 
but was not consumed when God first spoke 
to Moses (Exodus 3:2). Growing just a few feet 
away from the chapel is the ‘holy bramble’. This sprawling bush is said to have been 
transplanted in the tenth century, when a roof was placed on the chapel. There 
is widespread agreement amongst scholars that the presence of the bush is the 
reason for St. Catherine’s Monastery being built on the site in the sixth century. The 
living bush is traditionally purported to be descended from the one seen by Moses.

Also of interest is the Fountain of Moses, an underground spring that supplies 
the monastery with water and never dries up. It is said to be located on the place 
where Moses met his future wife, Zipporah, after protecting her and her sisters 
from aggressive local shepherds. The monastery has become a favourite site of 
pilgrimage.

References: 
Fruitipedia: Holy Bramble (Rubus ulmifolius). http://www.fruitipedia.com/holy_bramble_rubus_ulmifolius.htm
Old Dominion University Plant Site: Bramble. http://ww2.odu.edu/~hmusselm/plant/bible/bramble.php
Plants of Palestine: Holy Bramble. http://www.mahmiyat.ps/en/floraAndFauna/573
St. Catherine Monastery, Sinai: Chapel of the Burning Bush.  http://www.geographia.com/egypt/sinai/burningbush.htm
Tropical Plant Catalogue: Holy Bramble, Burning Bush of the Bible.  https://toptropicals.com/catalog/uid/Rubus_
sanctur.htm
Wikipedia: Saint Catherine’s Monastery. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Catherine’s_Monastery
Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

The flower of Holy Bramble. Credit:  Eitan, 
2008, Creative Commons

St. Catherine’s Monastery panorama. Credit: Er Mejo. 2007, Creative Commons
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In October 2017 Robert Lowe stepped down from his position as Convener of  
the Social Services Committee (SSC) of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria 
(PCV) after 12 years of service, nine and a half years of this time in the leadership 
position. Robert is a member of Scots’ Church, and has served as an elder  
since 2003.

Robert joined the SSC on 18th November 2005, having been approached by  
Lois Taylor, another Committee member and elder at Scots’ Church, to become a 
member. At this time Ron Paterson was the convener. He had overseen significant 
projects including the 32 bed nursing home facility in Constable Drive and the 
refurbishment of the 30 bed hostel. Ron’s background as a builder stood him in  
very good stead as he led these projects. Robert took over the position of convener 
when Ron stepped down in March 2008, and really welcomed the opportunity  
as there were significant challenges to be met by the SSC at the time. It was a  
pleasure to work with Neil McConville, the then Chief Executive Officer of Kirkbrae.

Robert and Margaret Lowe at the luncheon to honour Robert on 24th March

Robert Lowe
Social Services Committee Convener 2008 – 2017
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When Robert became convener, Ron Spencer was the secretary. Ron was a  
stalwart of the Cheltenham Presbyterian Church at the time, subsequently moving  
to Mornington where he still lives. The SSC was stable, with very enthusiastic  
members who all worked well together.

In 2012 a decision was 
made by the SSC to 
commence planning for 
independent living units 
and an administration 
block. The planning 
process was to be far 
more lengthy than initially 
anticipated. The units 
were to be built on a 
‘greenfield’ site, with a 
query as to why this area 
had not been previously 
used. After some initial 
problems to be resolved, 
all went well. There 

were some issues to be addressed with statutory bodies, for example, 
‘a one in 100 year’ flood overlay which necessitated the construction 
of a dam at the lower end of the site at a considerable cost. Stage One  
of the planned development was successfully completed early last year, at a  
cost of $7.2 million. It is a most impressive development and all units sold very  
quickly. Stage Two is still contemplated, and is under discussion and review at  
the present time.

The new Administration Block is a much needed asset for Kirkbrae, and includes 
a ‘board room’ for meetings. Another achievement was the purchase of a property 
adjacent to Kirkbrae for $850,000, for future development.

The SSC also supports young people attending church camps through the Thomas 
Hall Bequest, one of several bequests administered by the Committee. 

The Assembly of the PCV and the Trusts Corporation have harmonious relationships 
with the SSC. There is good communication between all, and the Committee has 
shown itself to be competent and trustworthy. 

A view of the new units at Kirkbrae, a reality during Robert’s leadership of the 
SSC. Credit:  ACM Productions Real Estate photography
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Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes are most fortunate to have a full-time chaplain.  
The Rev. Wally Gear served in this position for almost eight years. During this time  
he built up the congregation and also encouraged support of the Presbyterian & 
Scots’ Church Joint Mission at Flemington, with a harvest festival being held each  
year. Following Wally’s retirement last year, the Rev. Matt James was appointed 
chaplain. Matt continues to build up the congregation, and has shown himself to  
be a great asset to Kirkbrae. Janine Motyer as Pastoral Carer in Residential Care  
and Mark Sketcher as Chief Executive Officer with his administrative skills, also  
contribute to making Kirkbrae an important Christian witness for the welfare of  
the elderly within the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

During his years as convener of the SSC, Robert showed strong and wise leadership 
as he oversaw several major projects to their completion. The Committee 
expressed their gratitude to Robert for his years of work on the SSC at a luncheon  
held in his honour at the RACV Club, Healesville, on 24th March 2018. Our grateful  
thanks to Robert on behalf of Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes, the Presbyterian  
Church of Victoria, and Scots’ Church, whom Robert represented so well.

Another aspect of the new units at Kirkbrae.  Credit:  ACM Productions Real Estate photography
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

St. Andrew’s, Beechworth

Located 284 kilometres north-
east of Melbourne, Beechworth 
is a well-preserved historic 
town which grew rapidly 
during the gold rush days of 
the 1850s. Originally used as 
grazing land by early settlers 
in the district, the settlement 
that grew up was known as 
Mayday Hills until 1853 when 
it was renamed Beechworth. St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Beechworth was one of the 
earliest permanent buildings on 
the Ovens goldfields of north-
east Victoria, named after the 
Ovens River, an important river 
system in the region.

The town of Beechworth quickly 
developed around the Gold 
Commissioner’s Camp, established 
in 1852. The main overland route 
between Melbourne and Sydney 
passed through the town until the 
1870s, when the railway was built 
further west, resulting in re-routing 
of the main road. Until the mid-1850s most buildings in the town were constructed 
of canvas, bark or wood. Building regulations introduced by the newly elected town 
council in 1856 changed this, with many substantial buildings being erected in the 
town over the next five years, including the Presbyterian Church.

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church today, showing the well 
preserved building
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Presbyterian services were 
held on the Ovens gold 
diggings as early as 1852, 
being conducted by a minister 
appointed by the Presbytery 
of Melbourne. In May 1856, 
at the request of some of 
the many Presbyterians from 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
on the gold diggings, the Rev. 
James Nish of Sandhurst (now 
Bendigo) visited Beechworth 
to establish a Presbyterian 
congregation. In February 
1857 it was decided to appoint 
a permanent minister and to 
erect a church building on a 
reserve granted to the church 
by the government. The first 
minister, the Rev. John Grant, 
arrived in April 1857. The 
foundation stone for the new 
building was laid by the Rev. 
Nish on 6th July 1857 and the 
building opened for worship 
on 25th February 1858.

St. Andrew’s Church was 
designed by local architect 
Thomas Turnbull in Gothic 
Revival style. The builders were 
Smith, Bank and Cranston. 
The building has a corrugated 
iron roof, and is constructed 
of stone with a stuccoed front 
façade. An unusual square 
tower in the centre front has 

The interior of St. Andrew’s Church, with some of the original 
features still in place

One of the well-preserved side windows of the church
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corner buttresses surmounted by pinnacles, lancet windows and a small spire added 
to the tower in the 1920s. There are decorative buttresses between the traceried 
windows on the sides of the building. Built on a rectangular plan, the church has a 
minimal chancel, no transept, and little decoration.

A Sunday school was held at the church from 1857, with 177 children enrolled by 
1869. A new Sunday school building was erected in 1883. It adjoined the rear of 
the church, and is significant as an example of the importance given to religious 
instruction of children in the 19th century. The building was on two levels, with 
several rooms for the Sunday school on the lower level and a small hall above.

The Rev. J. K. McMillan became minister in 1859. He preached three or four times on 
Sundays, usually at different places, and held services for the Protestant prisoners 
at the Beechworth Gaol. He was also responsible for founding congregations 
at Bright, Benalla, Chiltern, Mansfield, Wangaratta and Yackandandah. He left 

The Sunday school building at the rear of the church, built in 1883 and still in use
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Beechworth in 1869. In 1878 he became the Moderator of the Victorian Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church. The next minister at Beechworth was the Rev. George 
Graham, followed by the Rev. R. K. Ewing in 1874, and later the Rev. John Gordon 
Mackie, a highly regarded minister and learned scholar.

With the decline in gold production in the region in the 1880s the population 
of Beechworth also fell. The church congregation was affected and, with it, the 
minister’s income. It became difficult to attract ministers to the area and the 
position was often vacant. However ongoing repairs to the church building were 
possible due to generous bequests. Gas lights were replaced by electricity in 1931. 
The depression of the 1930s affected the church again, but services continued on 
over the next decades. At the time of Church Union in 1977 the congregation voted 
to become Uniting.

Another aspect of the Presbyterian Church at Beechworth was the Chinese 
Mission, where missionary work was carried out from 1859 to 1936. In the 1850s 
the Beechworth region was said to have the largest Chinese population outside 
Melbourne, with 7,000 working on the local goldfields by the 1860s. In addition 
to their quest for gold, the Chinese also established market gardens and tobacco 
plantations. In 1859 the Rev. McMillan began to provide religious education for 
the Chinese, but it was not until 1868 that the Presbyterian Assembly established 
a mission in Beechworth. A trained Chinese catechist was employed to teach the 
faith. Following the opening of a Chinese seminary in Melbourne in 1875, one of the 
first graduates, Mr John Ah Wai, was sent to Beechworth a year later, and a Chinese 
chapel was opened in the town in 1880. Although the Chinese population gradually 
declined, the Mission continued to employ Chinese catechists, with the work of the 
mission continuing until 1936. 

In the 1960s the National Trust became very active in classifying Beechworth’s many 
historic buildings. Included was St. Andrew’s Church and the Sunday school at the 
rear, both now on the Victorian Heritage Register (Number HO347). 

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church continues to serve the community of Beechworth, 
with services held each Sunday.

References: 
St. Andrew’s Uniting Church sohe 2008 – VHD – Heritage Council Victoria.  vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/117/
download-report
Wikipedia: Beechworth.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beechworth
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The Scots’ Church PWMU April Meeting 

The guest speakers at the April 11, 2018 meeting were Eva and Laszlo Mihalyi 
from Pioneers who spoke of their work in Hungary. Ethnic Hungarians born  
in Romania, they lived under the communist regime and suffered much  
hardship growing up. They escaped to a refugee camp in Austria in 1986.  
During this time they befriended missionaries, started learning about the 
Christian religion and began reading the Bible.

They came to Australia in 1987 under the refugee program. Within six years 
they became members of the Donvale Presbyterian church and in 2004 were  
encouraged by APWM (Australian Presbyterian World Mission) and PWMU 
(Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union) to become missionaries. In 2006 they 
travelled to Hungary to work as missionaries with Pioneers. Eva worked in the 
International Christian School of Budapest as a teacher’s aide. She mentored the 
children, helped them learn English, taught the girls to cook and ran Bible classes. 
Laszlo worked in a Hungarian and Romanian conference centre doing building 
maintenance and many odd jobs. 

They moved in 2012 to work in Romania. However, they found it quite difficult  
working with the Reformed Church. They felt too much emphasis was placed on 
tradition and liturgy instead of teaching the Bible. Through prayer and discussion 
they decided to resign and moved back to Hungary in 2015.

They now work for the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Budapest which is in its 
twentieth year of operation. Eva and Laszlo have established meaningful friendships 
with a number of the congregation and they participate in assisting with outreach. 

In December 2017, while the five Reformed Church pastors were in Budapest to 
participate in a Christian book sale, Eva decided to invite the pastors’ wives to a 
candle-lit dinner. It was a great night as these women are rarely able to meet or have 
fellowship without their families. 

Another initiative was to organise a Christmas market as an outreach. The funds 
raised went to families in need. It was a success in spite of early difficulties and  
well supported by members of the congregation, including the children.
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Alison Robertson thanked Eva and Laszlo for their informative talk and presented 
them with a donation towards their work.

Caroline Allinson

Scots’ PWMU encourages new members to join and participate in meetings and hear 
of the work of missionaries in their mission field. For further information please contact 
Margaret Lowe (03) 9877 1305 or Judith Kilmartin (03) 9803 1467.

Our warm congratulations and best wishes to Jessie 
Blackburn, who celebrated her 100th birthday with 
family and friends on Tuesday 15th May.

Originally a country girl, Jessie lived for many years in 
Camberwell with her sister Margaret, a much loved 
member of Scots’ Church. She had known Geoffrey and 
Edna Blackburn for many years and, together with many 
others, had supported the family during Edna’s illness 
and following her death in March 1967. After months 
of grieving Geoff began to socialize again, and he and 
Jessie started to see each other. They were married in 
January 1969.

Jessie was a wonderful support to 
Geoff in his ministry in the Baptist 
Church over many years. In early 
2001 Geoff became Pastoral Care 
Minister at Scots’ Church, and he 
and Jessie together ministered to 
the Scots’ congregation with great 
love, care and concern for 11 years. 
Sadly Geoff died in July 2014. Jessie 
resides at TLC – The Heights Aged 
Care, Donvale. Happy birthday 
Jessie!

Congratulations to Jessie Blackburn

Jessie on her special birthday with, from left, Graeme  
and Helen Holman, and Rae Anstee

From left, John and Beth 
Henwood helped Jessie to 
celebrate the day
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From The History of Scots’ Church
The First Few Years 

Chapters Two and Three 
of our history, ‘The Scots’ 
Church, Melbourne: A Story 
of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’ by 
Rowland S. Ward, provide an 
insight into the beginnings 
of Scots’ Church, following an 
account of the background 
from which our first minister, 
the Rev. James Forbes, came.

Details of the early life 
of James Forbes and his 
preparation for the ministry 
are provided in Chapter 

Two, together with the story of his journey to Australia, first to Sydney, ultimately 
arriving in Melbourne via Tasmania. The chapter also includes an account of the  
first division within the Presbyterian Church in Australia, as early as 1837. This occurred 
between the newly formed Presbytery of New South Wales and the rival Synod of New 
South Wales, set up by several ministers. The schism was not resolved until 1840. This short 
chapter concludes with details of Foundation Day, on Saturday 3rd February, 1838, this 
being regarded as the official beginning of Scots’ Church.

Chapter Three provides details of the various aspects involved in 
establishing the newly formed church. In addition to the need for 
a suitable building in which the congregation could meet, there 
was a continuing commitment to address the educational needs  
of children in the newly established colony. The early structures 
built by the church met the needs of both.

A temporary church and school house built in 1838 on a site in 
Collins Street West was quickly constructed and in use by mid-
year. Numbers quickly grew, and by 1839 a brick building was 
erected on Collins Street near Russell Street, situated on the two-
acre site granted to the Presbyterian Church by the government. 

Plans of Scots’ School House by Joseph Burns, June 1839.   
Credit: State Library of Victoria

James Forbes – the only 
known image taken 
in the UK before 1851.  
Source:  Unknown



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 8

P A G E  2 8

As with the earlier building 
this was also used for school 
and church purposes. The 
school flourished, with 100 
boys and 50 girls attending, 
together with two teachers, 
by May 1842. 

There are details of the early 
trustees appointed to Scots’ 
Church, most of whom had 
significant business or political 
interests. The minister’s 
stipend was established, this 
including a substantial grant 
from the government.

The first Kirk Session was held on 18th September 1839, and the first communicant 
members enrolled at the first full communion in December 1839. 

A church library was established by Forbes in 1841. However this was not very successful 
and the entire library was offered for sale some six years later.

The latter part of this chapter provides an overview of Forbes’ community interests,  
which were considerable. They included the Arts and Mechanics Institute (now the 
Melbourne Athenaeum) in which he was very active. He was extremely committed to 
public education and in 1842 wrote a series of influential articles related to this subject 
for the press. He was a founding member of the British and Foreign Bible Society Auxiliary 
in Melbourne, and assisted in founding what is now the Royal Melbourne Hospital  
in 1841. Other areas of activity included the Melbourne Debating Society; the Port  
Phillip Temperance Association; and the Aboriginal missions conducted by the Wesleyans 
and Baptists.

This chapter provides some insight into the wide range of activities undertaken by Scots’ 
Church as it became established during Melbourne’s early years.

References: 
Rowland S. Ward, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 2014.

Elevation of Scots’ School House by Joseph Burns, 1839. Both drawings  
by Burns include notes written by Rev. James Forbes.  
Credit: State Library of Victoria
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The biblical city of Jericho is located near the Jordan River on the West 
Bank and is situated in the Palestinian territories. It lies 258 metres below 
sea level in an oasis in the Wadi Qelt in the Jordan Valley, and is the lowest 
city in the world. The nearby spring of Ein es-Sultan produces 3,800 litres 
of water each minute and is used for irrigation in the valley, ultimately 
feeding into the Jordan River about 10 kilometres away. Although it has 
a hot desert climate, the abundance of spring water and rich alluvial soil 
have made it an attractive place for settlement.

One of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, Jericho also has 
the oldest known protective city wall. Archaeologists have unearthed the 
remains of more than 20 successive settlements in Jericho. The first of these 
dates back to 9,000 BC, when Jericho grew up as a heavily fortified settlement, 
gradually building up agriculture and animal husbandry, and developing  
mud-brick architecture and early pottery.

After a few centuries the first settlement was gradually abandoned and 
another followed in about 6,800 BC. A succession of towns followed, and  
in the Bronze Age Jericho was most extensive from 1,700 to 1,550 BC. It was  
later destroyed and replaced by another smaller town. The pattern was 
repeated, with it becoming extensive and then again lost in the Babylonian 
conquest of Judah in the late 6th century BC. Over the following centuries,  
it was gradually built up again.

Bible Places – Jericho

Jericho from the wall ruins. Credit: Daniel Case, 2009. Creative Commons
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The most famous story about Jericho is that of the wall falling down,  
as described in Joshua chapter 6. Jericho was described as an important 
Canaanite city which was conquered by the Israelites on their arrival in the 
promised land. Many biblical scholars and archaeologists have searched for 
evidence of this event. The ruins on the archaeological site of Tell es-Sultan 
(ancient Jericho) include massive collapsed and burnt mud-brick structures.  
However not all scholars agree that available evidence supports the date 
of the wall’s destruction as coinciding with the arrival of Joshua and the  
Israelites (about 1,400 BC).

The new Jericho that was established in the early Roman period saw another 
expansion of the city, with intensive exploitation of the natural springs in the 
area. Herod was appointed by the Romans to rule over Jericho in 30 BC and 
his son Herod Archelaus succeeded him. 

Jericho features on a number of occasions during the ministry of Jesus. It was 
there that he restored sight to the blind (Matthew 20: 29-34). The road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho was the setting for the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10: 29-37). It was in Jericho that Jesus inspired Zaccheus, who had 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him as he passed by, to repent of his dishonest 
practices (Luke 19: 1-10).

After the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, Jericho rapidly declined and became 
a small Roman garrison town. In the fourth century AD the ancient site of 
the town was finally abandoned and a city was built close by on the site of 
modern Jericho. Christianity became dominant during the Byzantine period,  
with a number of churches and monasteries being built at that time.  
A Muslim period followed after the Persian invasion of 614 AD and the 
city flourished until the Crusades in the 12th century. During the Crusades  
another two churches and a monastery were built, but after the Crusaders  
were finally evicted Jericho again fell into a decline. A town persisted  
through the period of the Ottoman Empire, although it was fairly small.

Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire at the end of the First World 
War, Jericho came under the rule of Mandatory Palestine, passing to Jordanian 
rule after the Arab-Israeli War of 1948. Today Jericho is in an enclave of the 
Jordan Valley on the West Bank, and is surrounded by an area under full Israeli 
military control. Its population is predominantly Muslim.
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One of Jericho’s major sources of income today is Christian tourism, with 
several major Christian pilgrimage sites being located in and around the city.   
The Mount of Temptation is topped by a Greek Orthodox monastery, and 
provides panoramic views of the region. The spring of Elisha or the Ein  
es-Sultan spring is an important source of water for the city. There are 
two sycamore trees at different locations, each claimed to be related to 
the original tree of Zaccheus to which reference is made in the Gospels.  
The traditional site of the baptism of Jesus is located nearby on the Jordan  
River. There are also several monasteries in the area, as well as a number  
of important archaeological sites in Jericho and close by.

References: 
Bible Odyssey Places: Jericho by Lorenzo Nigro.  https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/places/main-articles/jericho
Bible Places: Jericho. https://www.bibleplaces.com/jericho/
Christian Answers: Has the biblical city and story of Jericho been verified? https://christiananswers.net/q-abr/jericho.html
Wikipedia: Jericho.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jericho

Ancient dwelling foundations excavated at Jericho.   Credit: Creative Commons
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During the week leading up to Easter Day a series of concerts of sacred music 
for Holy Week were held each day at lunchtime. On Good Friday evening, 30th 
March, Johann Sebastian Bach’s Mass in B minor (BWV232) was performed to  
a full church. This magnificent music was presented by the Scots’ Church  
Choir directed by Douglas Lawrence OAM and the Melbourne Baroque 
Orchestra led by David Irving. 

The musical setting of the complete Ordinary of the Latin Mass, in B minor, was 
completed in 1749, just year before Bach’s death. It gave new form to the choral 
music he composed over many years, with major revisions. The reason that Bach, 
a Lutheran, composed music for the Latin mass is not clear. However, the glorious 
music is regarded by most musicians as the finest piece of music ever composed. 
How privileged we were to hear this wonderful sacred music on Good Friday.

The morning worship service on Easter Day included a beautiful anthem by English 
composer Edward Bairstow based on Exodus 15:21. Other music included Justorum 
animae by William Byrd, and Ave verum corpus by W. A. Mozart . The service included 
magnificent Easter hymns, concluding with ‘Thine be the glory’, arranged by  
our own Vaughan McAlley. The Rieger organ was accompanied by the David  
Farrand Brass Ensemble.

Just two weeks later, on the 15th April, the anthem for the morning worship service 
was Cantata No. BWV4, ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’ (Christ lay in death’s bonds) 
by J. S. Bach. This beautiful Easter cantata is one of Bach’s earliest church cantatas. 
Originally related to his application for a post at the Lutheran church, Mühlhausen,  
it was performed at Easter many times from 1724 onwards when Bach was  
choirmaster at St. Thomas’ Church, Leipzig. The cantata is based on an Easter hymn 
written by Martin Luther.

On the afternoon of Sunday 22nd April the Australian Chamber Choir (ACC), 
directed by Douglas Lawrence, with a number of our own choir members who  
are also members of the ACC, performed the Stabat Mater by G. P. da Palestrina and  
the beautiful and moving Requiem by W.A. Mozart at Scots’ Church. Some of our 
members attended this concert together with regular subscribers to the ACC.

Our thanks to Douglas Lawrence as Director of Music and our Organist, our Assistant 
Organist Ria Angelika Polo, the members of our choir, and the members of the 

Music at Scots’ Church for Easter and Beyond
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Melbourne Baroque Orchestra and David Farrand Brass Ensemble for the wonderful 
and uplifting music of Easter and beyond. The music is made possible by the generous 
support of the Scots’ Church Minor Trusts.

References: 
Mass in B minor by J. S. Bach on Friday 30th March. Program notes by Pamela Dellal.
Cantata BWV 4: ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’, on Sunday 15th April.  Notes from the Order of Service, 11 am.

St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, a Lutheran church, is most 
strongly associated with Johann Sebastian Bach, although 
other well-known composers including Richard Wagner 
and Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy were also linked with 
the church. Bach worked there as Kapellmeister (Music 
Director) from 1723 until his death in 1750. His grave is 
situated in the sanctuary of the church. Martin Luther 
preached there in 1539.

A church has stood on the current site since at least the 
12th century. Between 1492 and 1496 the Romanesque 
building of the time was transformed into the Gothic style 
church that still exists today. The church tower was built 
in 1537 and rebuilt in 1702. Chapels were added in the 
17th century and the interior was extensively renovated 
between 1884 and 1889.

Following the reunification of Germany in 1990, repairs 
and restoration were carried out on St. Thomas Church in 
preparation for the 250th anniversary of Bach’s death on 
28th July 2000. 

The renowned St. Thomas Boys’ Choir has been in 
existence since the year 1212.

References: 
City of Leipzig: St. Thomas Church (Thomaskirche).  https://english.leipzig.de/
leisure-culture-and-tourism/tourism/leipzigs-tourist-attractions/st-thomas-church/
Wikipedia: St. Thomas Church, Leipzig.  https://en.wikipedia.com/wiki/St_Thomas_Church_Leipzig

St. Thomas Church, Leipzig

The exterior of St. Thomas, 
including the tower, rebuilt 
in 1702

The nave of the church, with 
the pulpit on the left, and one 
of the organs
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Although there has sometimes been a view that the Australian soldier was 
indifferent to spiritual things, it has been shown that many soldiers took their 
faith seriously and that the ministrations of chaplains were of great benefit to 
the troops in World War I. 

The Australian Army Chaplains 
Department was formed in 1913, 
when representatives of the Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and 
Methodist denominations met with the 
army to establish the structure within 
which they would operate. It was agreed 
that each denomination would appoint 
one chaplain general and one senior 
chaplain in each state to administer 
its chaplains. One chaplain from each 
of the denominations would also be 
attached to each infantry and light horse 
brigade, making a total of 116 chaplains. 
The role was adapted from the British 

military tradition but, as Australia had no official religion, each brigade was allocated 
four chaplains in proportion to the religious affiliations of the general population. 
This meant two Anglicans, one Roman Catholic and one Presbyterian or Methodist 
chaplain to each brigade. Sometimes a representative of another denomination such 
as Baptist or Salvation Army was appointed rather than a second Anglican.

Although chaplains, or padres as they were often known, were intended to look 
after their own flock across the brigade, in practice each became associated with a 
particular battalion. The chaplains, who were mainly of British origin, were between 
30 and 40 years of age. They received no special training or induction into the military 
and most had little or no understanding of military life or its customs. Although they 
tended to be older and better educated than the soldiers, for many chaplains it was 
their first experience of working amongst large groups of men who had little religious 
background or inclination.

Australian Army Chaplains in World War I

Gallipoli, Turkey, 1915. Chaplain Ernest Northcote 
Merrington (right) conducts a communion service for 
members of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade at the “Apex”. 
For an altar Padre Merrington is using two biscuit boxes 
draped in a cloth. Photo PO1875.004, Courtesy of the 
Australian War Memorial
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There was no official job description 
for chaplains, so they had to use their 
own initiative to determine the nature 
and extent of their duties. However 
there were formal and informal roles 
established by convention. They 
conducted divine services at the 
compulsory Sunday parades, together 
with additional voluntary services 
and Holy Communion. During battles, 
chaplains worked alongside doctors 
at the aid posts, helping with the 
wounded. Following battles they visited 
the wounded and conducted burial services for those who had died. They shared 
with senior officers the task of writing to the families of those who had been killed.  
They also provided general spiritual and moral support to the soldiers. 

In a more informal role, chaplains organised social activities as they had more free 
time than battalion officers. They provided wholesome recreational diversions, 
including study groups, sing-alongs and boxing matches. Although some chaplains 
were concerned that these activities would interfere with their spiritual role,  
others saw them as a way of gaining the trust of the men.

The circumstances at Gallipoli with a 
narrow beach head meant that there 
was no safe place for chaplains, so that 
they had no choice but to operate close 
to the front line. Almost no chaplains 
came ashore during the first weeks of 
the campaign, but were ordered to say 
on ships where they helped with the 
wounded evacuated from the beach. 
Only one chaplain, Father John Fahey, 
participated in the landings on 25th 
April 1915.

As the first chaplains began to go ashore 
in early May, unstable conditions did not allow for Sunday services to be conducted. 
A few began in late May but in June the cessation of major attacks allowed some 
routine to be established. A surprising number of soldiers recorded attending 

Chaplain Ernest Northcote Merrington addressing a 
group of soldiers of the 1st Australian Light Horse during 
a religious service. Photo HOO357, Courtesy of the 
Australian War Memorial.

An Army chaplain offers prayers for a dead soldier before 
his body is buried at sea.  Photo PO8678.005, Courtesy of 
the Australian War Memorial
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services while at Gallipoli, even though 
compulsory church parades were not 
often possible. One soldier wrote that he 
had just returned from the parade where 
the ‘huge attendance sang splendidly’ 
and he came back ‘quite relieved and 
cheerful’. Many soldiers wrote of the 
incongruity of attending church parades 
on the battlefield, with a spectacular 
view of the sea and sound of gunfire 
during the service as they worshipped 
the Prince of Peace. They also wrote of 
enjoying the singing and the preaching 

although some were not as positive. Most chaplains tried to make their services as 
inclusive as possible, so that all would feel at ease. The danger of shell fire was always 
present, with soldiers sometimes being wounded during the service.

Although many soldiers retained reservations about chaplains, they never resented the 
burial services they conducted. They found the funeral services were a considerable 
comfort as they tried to deal with the death of mates. Conducting these services 
was not easy due to the risk of being wounded or killed, and most were carried 
out at night. Chaplains were supposed to bury soldiers of their own denomination,  
but in practice services were conducted by whoever was available. Both Catholic  
and Protestant chaplains ministered to Jewish soldiers, with their offers being  
willingly accepted.

A total of 72 honours and awards were bestowed upon chaplains on active service 
with Australian forces during World War I. Eight chaplains are commemorated on 
the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, and two are recorded on the 
Commemorative Roll. In the vestibule of Scots’ Church there is a plaque with the 
names of six Presbyterian chaplains who gave their lives during the First and Second 
World Wars.

References: 
Australian War Memorial. Chaplains, Australian Army, First World War.  https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/chaplains/first
Reynaud, Daniel and Miler, Larisa, “Australian Chaplains at Gallipoli: Role, Impact and Influence” (2015). Faculty Engagement. 51. 
http://research.avondale.edu.au/comm_engage_series/51

A crowd of Australian soldiers listening to an address by 
a chaplain on the Gallipoli Peninsula. Photo COO799, 
Courtesy of the Australian War Memorial
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for 
kids

Word search
Mark Chapter 9
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 15) 

The words to find ...
COMMAND

COMPASSION
ELIJAH

GALILEE
JESUS

MIGHTY
MOSES

MOUNTAIN
PETER

PRAYER
RECEIVES
RESTORE
SCRIBES

TERRIFIED
TRANSFIGURED

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Show these people the way to Jesus and his disciples.

S E R V A E L I J A H N T O

D Y F A G A L I L E E D L L

N T N L M P T V Y R E D M J

A H I P C E S K F R L H S N

M G A M O T N E U W Z E N P

M I T V M E R G B K V K G T

O M N N P R I X L I R T E Y

C M U T A F J R E E R R J N

E R O T S E R C Y J R C N G

M Z M N S W E A M I E K S H

T B A K I R R M F O N S J K

R R M V O P H I D W S J U G

T W H X N R E T F W Y E L S

G T K G B D M H W T W X S T

Mark Chapter 9, verses 1 to 37
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In Memoriam

Neil Gilmour
18th March 1940 – 28th March 2018

Neil Gilmour was born in Melbourne, to 
parents Bill and Hazel. Growing up with 
his sister Isabel in West Brunswick, Neil 
attended South West Brunswick Primary 
School, Moonee Ponds Central School, and 
then went on to complete his secondary 
education at University High School.  
As he grew up, he enjoyed Scottish Highland 
dancing, and was a boy scout.

Going on to study at the University of Melbourne, 
Neil completed a science degree with majors in 
biology (zoology and botany) geography and 
earth science. He went on to study for a Diploma 
of Education at Monash University, with biology, 
science and geography as ‘method’ subjects.

On completion of his studies, Neil taught at a 
number of schools, including Tallangatta, Sunbury, Essendon and Buckley Park High 
Schools, ultimately becoming a senior teacher. On retiring from the State system, he 
went on to teach for a further three years at Heathdale Christian College, Hoppers 
Crossing. 

Neil met his future wife, Kathleen, through his sister Isabel, when both were training 
as nurses at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Neil and Kathy first met at the annual 
Florence Nightingale Service, held on that occasion at Wesley Church, Lonsdale 
Street, and quickly became friends. They were married at Paterson Street Methodist 
Church (now Pilgrim Uniting Church), Launceston, Tasmania, on 16th December 
1967, as Kathy’s childhood home was there.

Neil and Kathy settled in Glenroy, moving to Sunbury after several years, and later 
to Keilor East. They had two children: Simon and Kirsty. Both are now married and 
Simon is a pharmacist.
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Baptised at the Union Memorial Presbyterian Church, North Melbourne, Neil was 
to return there at the age of 17 years to learn to play the organ. As he grew up,  
he attended Sunday school and Bible class at St. David’s Presbyterian Church,  
West Brunswick. He moved to the Union Memorial Presbyterian Church as a young 
adult, where he was ordained as an elder in 1975. Neil and Kathy subsequently 
began to attend Scots’ Church during the ministry of Rev. Dr. Max Putnam, Rev.  
Bruce Nixon and Rev. Norman Pritchard. As staunch ‘continuing’ Presbyterians  
following ‘church union’ in 1977, Neil and his father became involved with the 
establishment of a new congregation at Essendon. At this time they met Margaret 
and Dennis Conradi, with whom they became firm friends and fellow elders.  
Neil was session clerk and organist at Essendon for about 17 years.

Ultimately Neil and Kathy made a decision to return to Scots’, Neil being 
inducted as an elder in 2003. He was also appointed Scots’ elder to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, a position he continued to hold for  
many years. Neil was an active member of the Pastoral Care Committee, together  
with Kathy, and was also involved with the Burning Bush Society for a long period  
of time.

Neil maintained an interest in music over the years, and joined the Essendon  
Choral Society as a bass in 1997. In the same year, he took long service leave, and  
with Kathy enjoyed an overseas holiday, 
visiting Scotland, Ireland and Italy. Neil was  
a member of the ‘Weekday Singers’, a 
small group which entertains residents of  
nursing homes in the north western suburbs of 
Melbourne. He also enjoyed membership at the Keilor 
Probus Club.

After several periods in hospital, Neil’s declining health 
necessitated a move to Holloway Aged Care 12 months 
ago, where he died on 28th March 2018.

A funeral service at Fawkner Lawn Cemetery was 
followed by a Thanksgiving Service for the life of  
Neil at Scots’ Church on 4th April 2018.  

Our deepest condolences to Kathy, Simon and Donna, 
Kirsty and Graeme, all the family and many friends of 
Neil.

Union Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
North Melbourne, where Neil was 
ordained as an elder. 
Credit: John T. Collins photographer, 
1975. State Library of Victoria



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   J u n e  2 0 1 8

P A G E  4 0

The magnificent and historic St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle has been 
the location of many royal ceremonies, weddings and funerals. It is the Chapel 
of the Order of the Garter and is also a Royal Peculiar, that is, subject to the 
direct jurisdiction of the monarch and exempt from the diocese. Recently focus 

has been on the chapel 
as the venue for the 
wedding of Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle.

In 1348 King Edward III 
founded two religious 
colleges: St. Stephen’s 
at Westminster and St. 
George’s at Windsor. The 
Windsor college was 
attached to the Chapel of 
St. Edward the Confessor, 
constructed by Henry III 
in the early 13th century.  

It was rededicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Edward the Confessor and St. George 
the Martyr. A porch was also built by Edward III between 1353 and 1354. It was  
used as the entrance to the newly created St. George’s College. 

St. George’s Chapel became the Mother Church of the Order of the Garter, founded 
by Edward III in 1348. A special service is still held in the chapel in June each year,  
and is attended by members of the order. 

Between 1475 and 1528 the chapel was extensively redeveloped, using Sir Reginald 
Bray’s design, under the reigns of Edward IV, Henry VII and Henry VIII. It is one of the 
finest examples of the Perpendicular Gothic style of architecture in England, and has 
a magnificent ceiling with fan vaulting. Above the choir stalls hang the insignia of the 
Knights of the Garter, together with their swords, helmets and banners. Heraldic stall 
plates are attached to the back of the stalls, forming a notable display of heraldry from 
medieval times. The large west window, with its late 15th century glass and painted 
roof bosses, is another remarkable feature of the chapel, which seats 800 people.

St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle

St. George’s Chapel, Windsor.  Credit: The wub, 2015. Creative Commons
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A popular destination for pilgrims 
during the late medieval period, the 
chapel suffered considerable damage 
during the English Civil War. In 1642  
and 1643 Parliamentary forces 
plundered the chapel and destroyed 
the chapter house. Following the 
restoration of the monarchy the chapel 
was restored.

During the reign of Queen Victoria 
further renovations were undertaken, 
including changes to the choir, the 
completion of the Lady Chapel 
including a mausoleum, and the 
addition of steps at the west end to 
create a ceremonial entrance to the 
building. 

Mounted on the pinnacles of both 
the roof and sides of the chapel are 
76 heraldic statues representing the 
Queen’s Beasts, showing the royal 
supporters of England. The original 
beasts dated from the 16th century, 
but were removed in 1682 due to 
safety concerns with crumbling stone.  

The present statues date from 1925, when the chapel underwent further restoration. 
They represent 14 heraldic animals, some of which include: the lion of England,  
the red dragon of Wales, the falcon of York, the unicorn of Edward III, and the 
greyhound of Richmond.

St. George’s Chapel has been the site of many royal weddings, particularly the children 
of Queen Victoria. In more recent times Prince Edward and Sophie Rhys-Jones were 
married there in 1999, and Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles received a 
blessing from the Archbishop of Canterbury there in 2005. St. George’s Chapel also 
ranks next to Westminster Abbey as a royal mausoleum.

References: 
St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. https://www.stgeorges-windsor.org/
Wikipedia: St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. https://en.wikipedia.org/wki/St_George’s_Chapel,_Windsor_Castle

St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, showing detail of stonework.  
Credit: Cristian Bortes, 2008. Creative Commons

The interior of St. George’s Chapel, with the great west 
window.  Credit: Jack Pease, 2015.  Creative Commons
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Across

4. How did the disciples feel?
5. How many disciples did Jesus lead to a

higher mountain?
9. By what could the evil spirit be cast out?

10. How did Peter address Jesus?
12. A voice from a cloud said: This is my

______________ (2 words)
13. Who argued with Jesus?
14. What happened to Jesus on the high

mountain?

Down

1. Anyone who would be first will be what?
2. A father brought his __________ son to

Jesus to be healed.
3. What was the appearance of Jesus'

clothes on the mountain?
6. Jesus foretold his own death and

____________________.
7. Through what area did Jesus and the

disciples pass?
8. All things are possible if one

_______________.
11. Who appeared to them together with

Eiljah?
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Across
4.  How did the disciples feel?

5.  How many disciples did Jesus  
 lead to a higher mountain?

9.  By what could the evil spirit  
 be cast out?

10.  How did Peter address Jesus?

12.  A voice from a cloud said: 
  This is my _____________  
 (two words)

13.  Who argued with Jesus?

14.  What happened to Jesus on  
 the high mountain?

Down
1.  Anyone who would be first  
 will be what?

2.  A father brought his  
 _____________ son to 
 Jesus to be healed.

3.  What was the appearance 
 of Jesus’ clothes on the  
 mountain?

6.  Jesus foretold his own death  
 and _____________ .

7.  Through what area did Jesus  
 and the disciples pass?

8.  All things are possible if one 
  _____________ .

11.  Who appeared to them  
 together with Eiljah?
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