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Manager.  The service was also attended by many volunteers from the R.F.D.S. A 
special celebration cake was enjoyed by the congregation after the service. 

Rowan who works in Indonesia, mentoring, encouraging and training pastors with 
the Church Missionary Society, addressed the morning congregation on Sunday  
3rd June.

Congratulations

Our congratulations to Mrs Margaret Sahhar, wife of Stan, on receiving an AM - 
Member in the General Division Order of Australia - for significant service to health 
education particularly through genetic counselling and to the community through 
professional health organisations.

Congratulations to Mrs. Wendy Neilson on celebrating a significant birthday in June. 

Greetings from overseas

David and Maggie Lunan send their warm wishes to all at Scots’ via Rae Anstee,  
who was delighted to have them phone her recently.

Elizabeth Lewis, recently in London, brings warm greetings to all at Scots’ from David 
and Gwen Currie.

Members and friends who are unwell

Our prayers and thoughts to Jenny Young as she faces some health challenges.

As each edition of The Leaflet goes to print we are aware that some of our members 
are suffering from illness, both in their immediate families or amongst close friends. 
If you are unable to be with us rest assured that all members of the Scots’ Church 
family are held in our prayers, and we are just a phone call away if we can help.  

Sausage Sizzle

The proceeds of $570.00 from the May Sausage Sizzle were donated to the work of 
the R.F.D.S, and $500.00 was raised for the Flemington and Kensington Community 
Lunches at  the June Sausage Sizzle.

Lois Taylor
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. P. Court 9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Pot Pourri

A warm welcome also to Aidan Carter Lamb, 
son of Kristin and Gareth, who was baptised  
on Sunday 1st July.  He was born on  
22nd October, 2017. 

Special Services

The Royal Flying Doctor 
Service (R.F.D.S.) celebrated 
90 years of service at morning 
worship on Sunday 20th May. 
The CEO Mr. Scott Chapman 
outlined the work of the service 
since its foundation by the 
late Rev John Flynn, “Flynn of 
the Inland”.  The lessons were 
read by Ms Jacqui De Kievit, 
General Manager Fundraising 
and Marketing, and Ms Annette 
Allison OAM, Public Relations 

Aiden Lamb with his parents Kristin and 
Gareth, and grandmother Linda Smith

A baptismal cake for Grace 
was shared at morning 
tea following the worship 
service

Grace Dickinson with her parents Jasmine 
and Matt

The R.F.D.S. cake celebrating 90 years of service was shared with the 
congregation at morning tea. Pictured cutting the cake, from left,   
CEO Scott Chapman, Annette Allinson OAM, Public Relations Manager, 
and the Rev. Douglas Robertson

Baptism

We warmly welcome Grace 
Hana Hong Dickinson, born 
on 20th August, 2017, who 
was baptised on Sunday 17th 
June. She is the daughter of 
Jasmine and Matt. A delicious 
cake was enjoyed by all at 
morning tea following the 
service. 
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

European Leadership Forum (ELF)  
euroleadership.org

In my last article for The Leaflet I mentioned how I had 
been invited to attend the European Leadership Forum 
in Wisla Poland from May 18 – 24 2018.  (Wisla is close 
to the Czech Republic border).  

The Forum’s Vision is to renew the biblical church 
and evangelize Europe.  The Forum’s mission to achieve this is to unite, equip and 
resource evangelical leaders so they can:

1.  Present the gospel confidently, lovingly, and persuasively.

2.  Share and implement the best strategies for reaching their own countries for Christ.

3.  Develop their gifts and abilities in unique vocations and callings.

4.  Mentor the next generation of evangelical leaders.

5.  Lead their churches or other organisations faithfully and with godly wisdom.

6.  Plant new churches and renew local churches.

The Forum seeks to provide a bridge between God’s global resources and local  
leaders from all over Europe. It seeks to teach, train, encourage participants as 
everyone seeks to identify common needs and find resources to meet them.  
Attendees find mentors and build friendships that will allow collaboration and 
new partnerships. These attendees have arranged an estimated 800 local, regional 
and national annual events and initiatives that accelerate the advance of the Gospel  
in their home countries. 

Each Day at the Forum was full:

7 – 8:15am Breakfast and time with mentors who were available to answer  
 questions.

8:30 – 10am Morning plenary session with Peter Williams, Principal of  
 Tyndale House Cambridge.  Peter preached on the Life of David.

10:15 – 13:15 Network groups – Mine is “Year-Round-Mentoring Disciple- 
 making Leaders” with John Musselman.
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13:30 – 14:30 Lunch - often my network group continued over lunch.  

14:30 – 17:30 Afternoon workshops on a wide variety of topics. 

17:45 – 19.00 Dinner.

19:30 – 21.00 Evening Plenary Session with a variety of speakers.

I was invited to a pre-Forum Global Leaders Initiative on the Friday night-Saturday 
with approximately 20 leaders mainly from Africa and Asia. The evangelical church 
has experienced phenomenal growth in Africa (300%), Asia (372%) over the last 
century.  However the church in western Christendom has not fared nearly as well, 
especially in Europe. In spite of that, we all face similar challenges.  

I found the emphasis on: evangelism, disciple-making that multiplies, and the 
development of leaders a healthy emphasis.   It is the emphasis on the relationship of 
these three that lies at the heart of the ELF’s mission and ability to think strategically.   
The participants were academics, apologists, artists, musicians, scientists,  
entrepreneurs, ministers, theologians, evangelists, counsellors, and professionals 
from a variety of backgrounds, and 40 nations. I have never been to a week like 
this in Australia. Lindsay Brown who was International Director of Lausanne said  
“it is unique on a global scale.” There were over one hundred speakers who gave  
their time and effort to this strategic work, without being paid, for the advance of the  
Gospel and the equipping of God’s church across Europe. It was very well  
organised.  The website has many talks covering a variety of topics. 

For me, being a part of the Year-Round-Mentoring Disciple-making Leaders Group,   
the week in Wisla was the beginning of a year of reading, assignments, webinars, a 
retreat in Barcelona and then the preparation of a paper for next year in Poland.  
There are 11 in my group from Bulgaria, Romania, Ireland, Poland (2), Lithuania,  
Italy, Ghana, Ukraine, United States, and myself. A Wall Street businessman  
donated to each of our group the nine books that are required reading. It is this  
‘spirit of generosity’ that permeates the ELF.   

It is a privilege to be invited to participate in the Forum, and invigorating to hear of 
the challenges that the Africans, Asians as well as the Europeans have in terms of 
evangelism, discipleship, and the multiplying of disciple-making leaders. Thank you 
for the Study Leave, and to Douglas, Christian and Phil for carrying the load.  

Over the next few issues of The Leaflet, I will explain more about the work of the ELF.

Yours sincerely

Richard O’Brien
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

 Minister , Indonesian Congregation 
The Rev. Christian Tirtha

    Indonesian Christian Church Baptism and Membership

We are grateful to God as we officially welcomed new members, as well as baptising 
a couple of infants, on Sunday 10 June,  May the Lord continue to bless them as we 
minister to and alongside with them. 

Top (L-R): Elie Cung*, 
Ernawati, Pir Owners, 
Ravando, Rev Christian 
Tirtha*, Ariel Bintang, Ayu 
Nainggolan, Oster Sinaga, 
Livia Tjahjadi, Danella 
Satrio, Rhesa Liong*, Beni 
Jobeanto*, Leonardi Djuhari.
Bottom (L-R): Ronald 
Chandra, Priscilla Supita, 
Eva Hallatu, Yoga Prima, 
Yohanna Panjaitan, Yoshua 
Maholi (son of Yoga and 
Yohanna), Denny Siagian, 
Evy Simbolon, Marika Salim, 
Micah Djuhari (son of 
Leonardi and Marika).
Note: *= members of the ICC 
Core Committee, bold=new 
members

Kids’ Church at St Stephen’s Flemington celebrated Pentecost with these hand-made fiery crowns
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Stewart Banks – 50 Years an Elder

Our warm congratulations to Stewart Banks, whose 
ordination as an elder 50 years ago and continuing 
service since that time was recognised at the 
worship service of Holy Communion on 3rd June 
2018. At the service a presentation of a framed 
certificate acknowledging Stewart’s achievement 
was presented by the Rev. Douglas Robertson.

Stewart was born and spent his childhood years 
in Stromness, on the largest of the Orkney Islands, 
called Mainland. He grew up in a family strong in the 
Presbyterian tradition, progressing through Sunday 
school and Bible Class. He joined the church in 
Stromness in 1949, and was later invited to become an 
elder, being ordained and inducted in June 1968.

Stewart and Nancy married in 1957, and migrated to Australia in 1969 with their 
children Norman and Grace. They regarded themselves as most fortunate to be 
sponsored by the West Hawthorn Presbyterian Church. Stewart was appointed an 
elder at West Hawthorn in 1971, where they remained until they moved to Waverley 
in 1988. Friends Dr Ron Steen and his wife, Eline, whom they had met through the 
Orkney-Shetland Association, of which he was Treasurer and then President for many 
years, invited them to Scots’ Church to hear Rev Ian Pitt-Watson, the Turnbull Trust 
Preacher visiting at that time. The Steens and Pitt-Watsons were friends from the 
days when both men had studied at the University of Aberdeen. Rev Pitt-Watson had 
married Ron and Eline, and Ron had delivered the Pitt-Watson’s first baby.  Stewart 
and Nancy felt immediately at home at Scots’, and have been members ever since. 

Stewart has been an elder at Scots’ since 1993, and both he and Nancy have been 
deeply involved in many ways over the years. Stewart was a member of the vacancy 
committees that resulted in the appointment of Rev Jack Pilgrim and, more recently, 
through faith and prayer, the Rev Douglas Robertson as Senior Ministers. 

Both he and Nancy continue to be involved and faithful members of Scots’ Church. 
Nancy has had serious health issues in recent times, and Stewart has been a tower of 
strength to her through this difficult period for them both.

Our best wishes to Stewart as his lifetime of service to the church is recognised. 

Stewart Banks with the certificate
recognising his achievement,
presented by the Rev. Douglas
Robertson
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Our warm congratulations to Professor Andrew 
Kemp who became a Member (AM) in the General 
Division of the Order of Australia, in June 2018. 
This honour was bestowed ‘For significant service 
to medicine, and to medical education, in the field 
of paediatric allergy and immunology as a clinician, 
academic and researcher.’

Andrew, who graduated from the University of 
Melbourne, has held many posts in the field of 
paediatrics. The list, by no means exhaustive, includes 

the following appointments within Australia. Andrew was a staff specialist in 
Clinical Immunology at Flinders University Medical Centre, Adelaide, from 
1976 to 1979, moving to the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children, Sydney 
as Head of Immunology, until 1989. He served in a range of senior roles at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, between 1990 and 2003, and held the  
inaugural Chair, Paediatric Allergy and Clinical Immunology at the Children’s 
Hospital, Westmead, from 2003 to 2010. Since that time Andrew has been 
Honorary Professor, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute. He is also the 
author of more than 200 peer reviewed publications and the co-author of a 
range of national clinical guidelines.

Our congratulations and good wishes to Andrew on receiving this award in 
recognition of the enormous contribution he has made to his chosen field of 
medicine.

Congratulations to Professor Andrew Kemp AM

Recent Appointments at Scots’ Church

Congratulations to: 
Mr Peter Armstrong who has been appointed Session Clerk

and to

Mr Paul Kerss who has taken up the position of Chairman,  
Scots’ Church Properties Trust.

Our best wishes to Peter and Paul as they take on their new responsibilities.
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The Twin Spires of Collins Street

From as early as the 1880s the ‘twin spires’ of The Scots’ Church and the 
Independent Church (now St. Michael’s Uniting Church) have caught the eye 
of artists and photographers. Erected within seven years of each other, St. 
Michael’s Church was completed in 1867 and The Scots’ Church in 1874. In their 
favoured positions on 
the Collins Street hill, on 
either side of the Russell 
Street intersection, 
they have provided 
many opportunities for 
delightful photographic 
and artistic compositions.

Both spires featured in a 
wood engraving of ‘The 
Spires of Melbourne’ by 
Alfred Martin Ebsworth. 
Completed in 1886, this 
depicts the spires of eight 
churches.  The height of 
each is included, with Scots’ 
Church given as 211 feet 
(64.3 metres) and the Independent at 150 feet (45.8 
metres).  The two spires appear closer to the same 
height because of their relative positions on the hill, 
with Scots’ Church being a little lower in elevation.

The Scots’ and Independent Churches were both 
designed by architect Joseph Reed (1823 – 1890). 
Cornish by birth, Reed worked as an architect in 
London before coming to Melbourne in 1853 at the 
age of 30 years, where set up his practice.  Although this 
has since gone through many partnerships and name 
changes, it still continues as Bates Smart and is one of 
the oldest firms continually operating in Australia. Joseph Reed by John William Lindt 

circa 1870 – 1890.  Public Domain

Collins Street looking west, 1923 – 1925. C.M.H. Credit: State Library  
of Victoria



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

P A G E  7

Reed was very versatile in 
his designs, which included 
Gothic Revival, Italianate, 
Romanesque, Queen 
Anne and Renaissance 
Revival, to name just 
some. He designed the 
Independent Church in 
polychrome Lombardic 
Romanesque, and Scots’ 
Church in Neo-Gothic. 
These churches, together 
with Wilson Hall (since 
destroyed by fire) and 
Wesley Church, Lonsdale 
Street, are described as 
among his best works. In 
the late 1880s Reed faced 
financial difficulties due 
to land speculation and 
died in 1890. However his 
architectural heritage lives 
on in some of Melbourne’s 
finest buildings of the 19th 
century.

In its photographic 
archives, the State Library 
of Victoria has many 
images of Collins Street 
that include the ‘twin 

spires’. Several of these have been selected to provide an insight into a changing 
scene in Collins Street since the building of the two churches. The photograph on the 
front cover of this issue of The Leaflet provides an image of this part of Collins Street 
as it appears today.

A delightful watercolour of Collins Street painted in about 1880 by an unknown 
artist, is the first of the images included. One of the notable changes in the images 
that follow is the changing nature of transport as the years pass. The wood engraving 
by Ebsworth, already mentioned earlier, shows the spires, together with six other  

 Collins Street on Sunday Morning, circa 1880. Watercolour, artist unknown. 
Credit: State Library of Victoria

Collins Street on a Rainy Day, 1955. Photographer Mark Strizic.  
Credit: State Library of Victoria
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churches, in 1886. The next photograph in the 
sequence, of Collins Street looking west, was taken 
some time between 1881 and 1914, probably later 
rather than earlier, but prior to the erection of the 
Assembly Hall which was completed in 1914-1915. 
Another image, looking west between 1923 and 
1925, shows changes in the intervening years, with 
the Assembly Hall now built. A lovely etching of 
‘The Two Spires, Collins Street’ provides a glimpse 
from 1929. The final photo, taken in 1955, depicts 
Collins Street on a rainy day. 

It is worthwhile to browse through the collection 
of many images of Scots’ Church available through 
the website of the State Library of Victoria.

References: 
Australian Dictionary of Biography: Joseph Reed.  http://adb.anu.au/
biography/reed-joseph-4459
Victorian Heritage Database: St. Michael’s Uniting Church. Heritage Overlay Number HO576.
Wikipedia: Joseph Reed (architect). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Reed_(architect)
Wikipedia: St. Michael’s Uniting Church, Melbourne. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Michael’s_Uniting_Church,_Melbourne

The Spires of Melbourne. Scots’ Church third from left, and the 
Independent Church fifth from left. Wood engraving, 1886, Alfred Martin 
Ebsworth. Credit: State Library of Victoria

The Two Spires, Collins Street, 1929.  
Etching by Walter E. Cobb (1876 – 1945).  
Credit: State Library of Victoria

Collin Street Melbourne looking west,  
1881 – 1914. Photographer unknown.  
Credit: State Library of Victoria
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Scots’ Church International Organ Series 2018
Saturday 1st September At 3pm
THE PROM CONCERT
Scots’ Choir,  Trumpet - David Farrands, Rieger Organ - Ria Angelika Polo, On the 
gallery organ, Klop chamber organ and harpsichord - Diana Mayne, Duncan 
Robertson  and Elizabeth Anderson. 
Popular choral and trumpet works, music for four keyboards, Jerusalem and other pieces 
for massed singing.

Tuesday 4th September At 6.15pm
CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL
Wolfgang Capek, renowned organist of St Augustine in the Hapsburg Palace and 
Professor of Organ at Vienna University. 
Including works by Handel, Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Vierne, Tchaikovsky.

Saturday 8th September at 3pm
ORGAN AND VIOLIN 
Father and son, Tom Healey - organ and Philip Healey – violin. 
Including works by Bédard, Franck, C.P.E. Bach and Naji Hakim.

Tuesday 11th September At 6.15pm
MIGHTY HANDEL  
Organ - Ria Angelika Polo, String quartet led by Elizabeth Welsh. 
Two organ concertos by Handel and paraphrase on ‘Thine be the glory’ by Guilmant.

Saturday 15th September At 3pm
MR BACH COMES TO TOWN  
Douglas Lawrence, Elizabeth Anderson and Erika Tandiono. 
A program for children of all ages:  harpsichord, organs, demonstration organ pipes,  
open keyboard (children invited to play), tour of the inside of the organ.

Tuesday 25th September At 6.15pm
CELEBRITY ORGAN RECITAL   
Jan Vermiere, virtuoso Belgium Organist.
Works by Bach, César Franck (Choral 3), Flor Peeters, Nöel Goemanne (San Antonio Suite).

A DONATION IS REQUESTED FOR EACH OF THESE RECITALS



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

P A G E  1 0

Interview

Dr. Sally Kemp

Born at Bethesda Hospital, 
Richmond, Sally grew up in the 
Melbourne suburb of Preston. 
Her father was a general 
practitioner (GP) and surgeon, 
and her mother a piano teacher. 
The oldest of five children, Sally 
had three sisters and one brother.  
She and her sisters were all 
educated at the Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College (PLC) and her 
brother at Ivanhoe Grammar 
School. She is most grateful 
for the excellent education she 
received at PLC. Each year the 
school held a church service 
at Scots’ Church, which Sally 
attended; this was her first 
contact with Scots’. She was also 
a member of the PLC choir.

After completing her secondary 
education Sally studied medicine at the University of Melbourne. Students were 
required to sit in alphabetical order for lectures to make the marking of rolls simpler. 
Sally (nee Kent) sat next to Andrew Kemp throughout the course. She and Andrew 
became firm friends, later marrying. Sally reports that there were three ‘alphabetical 
marriages’ in her year!

Following graduation, Sally undertook her residency at Preston and Northcote 
Community Hospital (PANCH) for two years. She then went overseas to work in 
mission hospitals, first in Benghazi, Libya, then in an Adventist Hospital in Penang, 
Malaysia. On her return to Melbourne, being aware of gaps in her knowledge,  
Sally planned to study obstetrics but instead she and Andrew Kemp were married. 
Just after this they moved to Durham, North Carolina, USA, where Andrew took up a 
position at Duke University, and Sally worked as a GP.

Dr. Sally Kemp
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On their return to Melbourne, Sally undertook postgraduate studies at the College 
of General Practitioners, then worked with her father in the general practice in 
Preston that he had established 60 years earlier. Andrew was subsequently appointed 
to positions in Adelaide and Sydney, before the family returned to Melbourne in 
1990. Their two girls, Celia and Alice, were born in Adelaide and their son, Charles, 
in Sydney. The girls both went to PLC, and Charles to Scotch College, following  
in his father’s footsteps. Celia graduated in medicine and law and works in Aboriginal 
reconciliation with the Anglican Board of Missions in Alice Springs, and Alice is a 
school teacher. Charles, who works in the field of cognitive science, is married to 
Yuting; they have two children – Albert and Arthur.  Sally continued to work in the 
family’s general practice in Preston until she recently retired. 

While they were in Sydney Andrew, who had grown up in the Anglican tradition, 
began to attend Beecroft Presbyterian Church, where he and Sally were made to feel 
most welcome. On their return to Melbourne they first went to Hawthorn Presbyterian 
Church, but decided to come to Scots’ Church, and have been attending services 
regularly for over ten years. Sally remembers Ann Robinson with great warmth,  
as Ann was the first person who really ‘connected’ with her, and made her feel  
welcome and at home. She also recalls the Rev. Geoff Blackburn greeting and 
welcoming so many people in the church prior to the morning service.

Sally started organ lessons with Douglas Lawrence in the early 1990s. Her mother, 
Heather Kent, was also a pupil of Douglas Lawrence. Sally enjoys the services at  
Scots’ Church and especially appreciates the fine organ and choral music each 
Sunday morning. Sally served on the crèche roster for some time, and she and  
Andrew are regular and faithful members of the Sunday morning congregation.

Our thanks to Sally for the enormous contribution she has made to the community  
in the field of health, and to the church over many years.

For kids quiz solution Biblical Crossword Solution

ACTS CHAPTER 3
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
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ABRAHAM

BEAUTIFUL

FAITH

ISAAC

JACOB

LAME

LEAPING

LISTEN

MOSES

PETER

PRAISING

REPENT

TEMPLE

WONDER
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Across

2. The lame man was healed through
____________ .

5. When the lame man walked, the people
were filled with _________.

7. The lame man walked, leapt, and
____________. (2 words)

9. How long had the man at the temple
been lame?

11. At what temple gate did the lame man
sit?

13. In what portico did Peter speak?

Down

1. Who went up to the temple with Peter?
3. The people were accused of killing the

___________. (3 words)
4. Peter called the people to

_________________ .
6. The God of Abraham, Isaac and

____________ .
7. Who raised the lame man to walk?
8. What hour was called the hour of

prayer?
10. Peter addressed the men of

____________ .
12. For what did the lame man beg?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Lorem ipsum

Hidden  message: RISE UP AND WALK
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Visit to America – Robert and Margaret Lowe

In May we travelled 
to the Deep 
South of America 
visiting Atlanta, 
C h a t t a n o o g a , 
L y n c h b u r g , 
Nashville, Tupelo, 
Memphis, New 
Orleans, Houston 
and Austin by 
coach, train and 
plane.

The South has been 
marked by a history 
of settlement by 
the French, Spanish 
and later American 
rule, the trade of 

enslaved Africans working the cotton fields and the American Civil War, all of which 
had a profound effect on the people of the South. With an understanding of their 
history you can travel there and see why their music, food and Christian faith is so 
important to them.

In Atlanta we visited Ebenezer Baptist Church and the Martin Luther King Jr Centre 
for Nonviolent Social Change Inc. The church is where Martin Luther King Jr was 
minister until his untimely death in Memphis in May 1968. On his grave beside 
Ebenezer Baptist Church,where his wife Coretta Scott King is also buried, are the 
immortal words spoken by him before he died “Free at last, Free at Last, Thank  
God Almighty I’m Free at Last”. By the visit to his church and the memorial to him 
we were made more aware of the struggle he fought to enable African-Americans to 
receive equal rights in a world which was totally hostile to them.

The visit to the birth place of Elvis Presley in Tupelo, Mississippi was an opportunity  
to attend a Pentecostal church where Elvis fell in love with gospel music. Born on 
January 8th 1935 he and his family regularly attended services at the First Assembly 
of God Church Tupelo. Pentecostal congregations were known for their extended  

Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia
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services with their sweet gospel singing continuing until late into the night. In the 
church we watched a 15 minute multi-media presentation of a typical Pentecostal 
service in the 1940’s showing the congregation praising the Lord and members 
participating in the service. It was a pleasure to experience the early life of Elvis and 
family attending church services in Tupelo.

Visiting Austin the capital of Texas 
we attended the Sunday worship 
service at Central Presbyterian 
Church. The service was conducted 
by Rev Katheryn Barlow-Williams 
assisted by Rev Kim Smith-Stanley. 
We were warmly welcomed by 
the congregation and as it was 
Pentecost Sunday the church was 
decorated with streamers and 
balloons representing the Holy 
Spirit descending on the apostles. 

The sermon “Swept in the Spirit” 
preached by Rev Katheryn 
Barlow-Williams was a moving 
expression of how through the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, we are free 
to connect deeply to God, our true 
selves, and to one another. As a 
congregation seeking to embrace 
people of all backgrounds we 
were well pleased to attend  
Central Presbyterian Church 
Austin.

On May 27 we attended Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church New York for the Sunday 
morning service. Being Trinity Sunday the service was conducted by The Rev  
Dr. Charlene Han Powell and assisted by The Rev Kate Dunn who welcomed visitors 
to the church. The scripture lessons Genesis 1:1-2 and Corinthians 13:11-13 were  
read by The Rev Dr. Charlene Han Powell who then preached her sermon “What Do 
We Know…About the Trinity”.

The Rev Dr. Charlene Han Powell told the congregation Trinity Sunday is the day  
when Christians acknowledge and celebrate the doctrine of the Trinity, or the three 

First Assembly of God Church, Tupelo, Mississippi

Central Presbyterian Church, Austin, Texas
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Persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and has been celebrated in the Western  
Church on the first Sunday after Pentecost since the 13th century. The doctrine of  
the Trinity can be a difficult one to preach and understand but Rev Dr. Charlene  
Han Powell gave a powerful address with a clear message of the meaning of the  
Trinity and the relevance to our Christian faith.

Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church 
is home to music 
programs, outreach 
with mission partners, 
support for family 
ministries and the 
homeless and has 
been situated on  
the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and 55th Street 
in midtown Manhattan 
since 1875.

The female ministers 
whom we listened to 
in Austin and New York 
with their sermons, 
preached the gospel 
faithfully, gave witness 
to the life of Jesus 
and asked us to share 
Christ’s love wherever 
we may go. It was a joy 
to hear the Word of 
God preached by them.

The welcome from Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian 
Church includes the 
words -  We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think alike; We don’t 
all read the Bible the same way; We bring different questions and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we worship together as one.

Robert and Margaret Lowe

Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York
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Henna (Lawsonia inermis) 
is mentioned only once in 
the Bible; this reference 
occurs in the Song of 
Solomon Chapter1:14, ‘My 
beloved is to me a cluster 
of henna blossoms in the 
vineyards of Engedi’ (ESV). 
Engedi is a beautiful oasis 
situated between the 
Dead Sea and the rugged 
cliffs of the Judean Desert. 
The climate is tropical with 
an abundant supply of 
water. However henna is 
no longer found growing 
there, although it still grows in Jericho and other villages in the Jordan Valley, 
and on the coastal plains. The plant is native to northern Africa and western 
and southern Asia, where it grows in semi-arid zones and tropical areas.

Varying considerably in 
height, henna may grow as 
a tall shrub or small tree up 
to four to six metres. It is the 
only species of the genus 
Lawsonia. The elliptical 
leaves grow opposite each 
other on the stems. In the 
spring bundles of small, 
whitish, highly fragrant 
flowers appear. The fruits are 
small brownish capsules four 

Plants of the Bible

Henna

The delicate flower of henna. Credit: Dinesh Valke, Thane, India, 
2009. Creative Commons

A botanical painting of henna. Credit: Flora di Filipinos,  
Francisco  Manuel Blanco (OSA) 1880 – 1883, Creative Commons
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to eight millimetres in diameter, each capsule opening irregularly into four splits 
and containing 32 to 49 seeds.

Grown mainly as a dye, 
henna was prepared by 
crushing dried leaves to a 
powder which was mixed 
with water to form a paste 
that could be applied to 
nails and hair. It also dyes 
cloth permanently and is 
an ingredient of perfume. 
It was first used by the 
Egyptians as a cosmetic, 
and henna powder is still 
sold in the bazaars of Arab 
cities.

Henna has also been 
used in folk medicine 
in many ways including 
as an astringent, an 
anti-haemorrhagic, a 
hypotensive, a sedative 
and to treat conditions 
including headache, 
jaundice and leprosy. Its 
use in Indian traditional 
folk medicines is well 
documented.

References: 
Old Dominion University Plant Site: Henna. http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/henna.php
Pharmatutor: ‘Lawsonia inermis- From traditional use to scientific assessment’, I. K. Makhija. https://www.pharmatutor.
org/articles/lawsonia-inermis-henna-traditional-uses-scientific-assessment
Wikipedia: Lawsonia inermis. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawsonia_inermis.
Zohary, Michael. ‘Plants of the Bible’, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

The Engedi Nature Reserve,  Israel, where henna grew in the time of 
King Solomon. Credit: TijsB, The Hague, 2010. Creative Commons
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Sausages on Collins

It’s now 25 years since the regular, monthly Scots’ Church Sausage Sizzles 
began at the Collins Street entrance. They are held on the third Wednesday 
of each month except January. They were initiated as a fundraising activity 
for the Board of Management by the Fund Raising Convenor, Lois Taylor in 
1993 and have continued ever since, although since 2013 the money raised has 
been donated to various Christian Missions and special one off appeals. (1) 
The highlight of the recent years has been the Sizzle that coincides with the 
Annual AFL Grand Final Service held in Scots’. This tradition began in 2003.  
We have catered for several functions for city businesses and regular customers 
on the church lawns, also the “On Line Australia Day” outside the State Library 
in 1998, the launch of a new tramline over the railway lines at Exhibition Street 
in 1999, and for the 50th birthday of the Victorian Young Farmers held in the 
grounds of Parliament House. There have also been special ones for Grocon 
workers during the rebuilding period and the Westpac staff in recent times.  
The team has always been willing to help at the various church BBQs held on 
the church lawns.

Many people have assisted over the years. The late Rev. Jack Pilgrim and Lindsay 
Harmer were our first “Chefs”. Others who helped in the very beginning were Joan 

Birrell, Elizabeth Chapman, 
Danise, Ian and Hugh 
Sherman; Gordon, James and  
Louise Taylor; Judith Kilmartin, and 
Lillian Chuah and Robyn Forbes; 
The following ladies also helped 
but have since passed away:  
Val Griffith, Margaret Braszell, 
Margaret Castle and Barbara 
Mills. Ken Bowden was always 
on hand to help with setting up  
and clearing away and Jean Lewis 
regularly made marmalades for 
sale. Douglas Sherman designed 
the original posters and flyers. 
Our first aprons were made by 
Elizabeth Chapman and were 

The first Sausage Sizzle, July 1993. The Rev. Jack Pilgrim is in  
the centre
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replaced by ones made 
by Danise Sherman. These 
had the Scots’ Church Coat 
of Arms printed on them. 
The team now wear navy 
blue aprons and caps. We 
sold Christmas puddings in 
1997.

Over the years the 
following people have also 
helped to run the sausage 
sizzles: David Forbes; 
Wallace, Jenny and Carolyn 
Young; Helen Gardner; 
Alan and Ann Nolan 
and Lionel Boxer who 
entertained us with the 
bagpipes; Roy Searle, Ron 
and Ros Paterson, Donald 
Boyd, Nina Braisted, Mervat 
Hanna. Maartje Van-der-
Vlies, Stephanie Walters, 
Barry Kilmartin, Harold 
and Grace Burge and the 
late Clive Smith and Bill 
Jurrjens. James Taylor 
helped for many years 

from the beginning and Judith Kilmartin rejoined the team after some time out.  
Our thanks to Carol Harper and Anne Wilkes for their generous donations of time  
and goods. Many people have donated home- made cakes and jams for sale over  
the years. A new shelter was provided for us in 2003. We were featured in the Age 
Hidden Secrets of Melbourne Publication some years ago.

The present team consists of Dennis Conradi, Margaret and Robert Lowe, Adam 
Thrussell, Judith Kilmartin, Margaret Lowe, Wendy Neilson, Barbara Noisette, Ian 
Marshall, Gordon and Lois Taylor.

The office staff have helped by designing and printing flyers and posters and other 
staff have helped with the setting up and clearing up afterwards. A special thank you 
to Rick and Keenan. 

The tenth birthday of the Sausage Sizzle, 16th July 2003

The team on 15th March 2006
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The smell of cooking onions wafting up and down Collins Street has drawn many 
people to our site and we have had some very interesting and well known people 
enjoy a sausage or a hamburger with us.

These events have not only been a very successful way of fundraising for the church 
and various charities but they have provided a meeting place for many business 
people and city workers to have a chat in a friendly environment, a place to catch  
up with friends and enjoy a cheap lunch, a place to find a sympathetic listener,  
to seek advice and counsel either from one of our ministers or members of our team,  
(the late Ella Irwin was wonderful in this role), or for people from country Victoria to 
have lunch, whilst visiting the city for a show, etc. May they continue for many more 
years as an outreach to the community,  to show that we are a living and caring church 
and as a fundraising event but to keep up this tradition we need more volunteers. 

Our 25th birthday was celebrated on 18th July with special decorations and a free 
sweet for the customers.

Lois Taylor

(1)  A Story of 175 Years 1838-2013 The Scots’ Church ,Melbourne,  Rowland S. Ward. Pages 267 & 323

The Sausage Sizzle team on its 15th birthday. 16th July 2008
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Book Review
Behind the Smiles; Tales from life in Thailand

by Jane Fucella and illustrated by Mike Fucella 

Jane and Mike Fucella spent more than 20 years 
serving the church in Thailand, along with their 
two daughters who were born during their time 
there. In this book Jane shares many stories 
of their life there. It is a very honest account, 
where we are introduced to real people and 
places, the pain and struggles of many, but also 
some very humorous accounts of incidents 
that occurred. Some stories made me laugh, 
some made me cry, but they all left me with 
a greater picture of the work they did and the 
life they led in Thailand across several places 
where they lived and ministered.

Jane has written in a very readable way. Rather 
than giving a chronological account of their years 
in Thailand, she has written snapshot chapters  

on different topics such as learning the language, pets and wildlife, Christian 
celebrations in a different culture, medical dramas over the years, Thai food, and the 
various modes of transport. These are just some of the topics covered. Through all  
of these we meet their friends, the people they lived their lives with and the people 
they cared for in so many ways.

Douglas and I first met Jane and Mike and their daughters Rachel and Aylie about 
20 years ago when they were home on furlough in Scotland, before we moved  
to Australia. We have enjoyed their friendship and have loved catching up with  
them over these years both in Scotland and in Australia, where they have visited  
us now too. On one occasion when visiting here, Jane addressed Scots’ Church  
and shared some of the work of Interserve. Sadly we never did get to Thailand to visit 
them while they were there, though this book has given us a wonderful picture and 
insight into what they did there.

Mike is now a Church of Scotland minister in a small town in Scotland, and we 
have enjoyed visiting them there. It is wonderful to see the same style of open, 
sharing ministry amongst the people they live with there as they did in Thailand.  
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They love and care for the people around them wherever they are. Jane continues  
to be very involved in cross-cultural mission, and serves on the international council 
of Interserve.

I commend this book to you if you want to learn something of life in Thailand,  
see an example of cross-cultural mission, and the gospel shining through one  
family’s Christian faith being lived out in love in a distant culture.

Alison Robertson

“Behind the Smiles” can be purchased online from Book Depository for $23.68  
(free delivery worldwide) or as a kindle edition from Amazon for $9.99.

Jane Fucella
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

Maffra

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church (now Uniting) 
Maffra, can trace its 
beginnings back to 1863, 
when regular services 
began to be held in the 
district. Before there 
was a church building in 
which to hold services, 
Mr and Mrs W. Merry of 
‘Merryvale’ opened their 
home to worshippers. 
Maffra, a rural town in East 
Gippsland 180 kilometres 
east of Melbourne and 
20 kilometres north of 
Sale, is situated on the 
Macalister River. It is the 
centre of a large irrigated 
dairy industry.

Some 12 years prior to 
services beginning in the 
area, the Rev. Walter Robb 
conducted the first services 
in Gippsland in 1851. He 
was followed three years 
later by the Rev. W. S. Login, who arrived from Scotland in 1854 and began a 
ministry that was very extensive, embracing the whole of North Gippsland. Many 
of the early pioneers were of Scottish or Highland descent, and warmly welcomed 
the prospect of a minister conducting services. It was a difficult life for a minister, 

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Maffra
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The bell tower and spire of the church, an addition in 1922
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The interior of the church

who had to contend with no made roads, no bridges over the many rivers and 
creeks, and homes that were far apart. An assistant, the Rev. William Souter, was 
appointed and began to hold regular services in the Maffra and Stratford districts 
in 1863, He was succeeded by the Rev. J. Menzies in 1864 and, soon after this, it was 
decided to establish a new combined charge at Stratford and Maffra, there being 
just 12 kilometres between the two towns. Menzies was called and accepted, but 
within weeks had to resign due to ill-health. The Home Mission Committee then 
appointed the Rev. John Roberts, who commenced duties in December 1865.  
He was ultimately called by the congregation and was inducted on 7th February 
1867 by the newly formed Presbytery of Gippsland.

One of the first things Mr Roberts did was to form a Kirk Session, with its first meeting 
held on 22nd April 1867. Two elders were elected at that time. The first recorded 
observance of Holy Communion was in October 1867. Ten years later, in 1877, the 
congregations of Maffra and Stratford became two separate charges. 
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In the early days of his Gippsland ministry, Mr. Roberts established ‘The Gippsland 
Bible and Book Depot’, with five branches in the surrounding region. Books for sale 
included religious and other books, and were all sold at published prices. Volunteers 
helped in the sale of books, with no-one making a profit. People were delighted to 
have the opportunity to buy good books for their families.

When Maffra and Stratford separated, Mr Roberts decided to continue with the 
Stratford congregation. The Rev. Lithgow Tait was appointed to the Maffra Church, 
where his ministry extended over 17 years. It was during this time that churches  
at nearby Newry and Glenmaggie were built. After Tait accepted a call to St. Andrew’s, 
Kyneton the Rev. John Garde was appointed. It was during his ministry that the 
present Maffra Church building was opened in 1904. The earlier Maffra Church was 
of wooden construction, built on a site located in a central position in the town.  
The first service there took place on 21st January 1866. The seats in the church 
consisted of rough planks on blocks, but the people were glad to be worshipping 
in their own church building. Mr. Roberts preached the first and last sermons in  
that wooden building, with an interval of 39 years between. 

When a substantial legacy was received by the church from an estate, and many 
others made liberal donations to a building fund, it was resolved to proceed with 
the construction of a new church. The architects were Messrs. H. and F.B. Tompkins 
of Melbourne and the builder Mr Sinclair of Carlton. The design was eclectic, 
combining Romanesque and Gothic elements. The brick church had four bays, 
with an apse and cement detailing. It was almost identical to the same architects’ 
design for St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Sunbury, built in the same year.  
The main façade had three light windows situated beneath an ogee arch (one with 
an S shaped curve). It was built to seat 150 people. The foundation stone was laid 
on 30th March 1904 by Mrs A. Morison, and opening services were conducted 
some four months later, on 24th July. A brick bell tower and slate-roofed spire 
was a later addition, in 1922, in memory of long serving member Mr. Samuel Lees.  
An extension and porch at the front of the church have been added more recently. 
The church building, except for the modern extension, is classified by Heritage 
Victoria, and is very well preserved.

A Sunday school was commenced early in the 1860s by Mrs Merry of ‘Merrydale’ 
and, in 1864, Mr A. Morison gathered a few children together in a little bark room  
at the back of his store. These two groups of children became the original  
members of the first Presbyterian Sunday school in Maffra that continued to  
flourish for many years.
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The Maffra branch of the 
Presbyterian Women’s Missionary 
Union was established in the 
early 1890s by Mrs Tait, wife of the 
minister at the time. One of the 
first branches to be formed outside 
Melbourne, its members showed 
great interest in the work of foreign 
missions, as well as City Missions.

When the Maffra church was first 
established there were no musical 
instruments in use, with the minister 
leading the singing. Early in Mr Tait’s 
ministry (1878 – 1896) a small Smith 
American organ was purchased, 
replaced by a larger instrument a 
few years later. Another organ was 
installed when the new church was 
built. A choir was also formed early 
in Mr Tait’s ministry.

By the Jubilee year of 1913, St. 
Andrew’s, Maffra was a well-
established and thriving church 
serving the community; this 
continued through the years that followed. At the time of ‘Church Union’ the 
Maffra congregation voted to become ‘Uniting’. Today St Andrew’s Uniting Church 
continues its active role in the community.

References: 
Presbyterian Church: Maffra, Newry, Glenmaggie. Jubilee Historical Sketch (Illustrated), 1863 – 1913. Jacob L. Reece 
and Co., Pty. Ltd., Printers, Foster Street, Sale.
Victorian Heritage Database: Former St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. 7 Pearson Street, Maffra, Wellington Shire.  
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/70008
Victorian Places: Maffra. http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/maffra

The first Presbyterian Church, Maffra, built in 1867. 
 Credit: image a09020, State Library of Victoria

Maffra Presbyterian Church in 1925.  
Credit: Harry Beaumont, photographer, image b51723, 
State Library of Victoria
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The Scots’ Church PWMU August Meeting

The guest speaker at the May 9, 2018  meeting was Andrew Letcher, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Presbyterian Inland Mission (PIM).

PIM is a ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Australia spreading the gospel to 
remote parts of the country. Andrew said people living in remote areas face many 
challenges, they need assistance and support and that PIM’s focus is to make a 
contribution by introducing them to the Lord Jesus Christ and helping believers to 
grow in Christian maturity.

Andrew travels around Australia by caravan. His family travel with him and his 
children are home schooled.  He spoke of something he called “inefficient lingering” 
where it is important to just stand around and chat; listen to real stories and lend a 
helping hand where needed.

Many people are living in remote places where they struggle with substance abuse, 
physical and mental health problems; community dysfunction and disadvantage 
is rampant. Andrew provided a number of examples in different parts of remote 
Australia where those seeking to change their way of life for the better have done 
so. By way of comparison to the scriptures he read from Luke chapter 15 the parable 
of the lost sheep and the prodigal son.  Andrew also spoke of the number of older 
people who have come to Christ for the first time; one couple were in their nineties.

A new initiative of PIM is to develop a way for congregations to connect by connecting 
church and persons in their homes to join together in worship.  A trial is running in 
Balranald and Mount Isa to use the Internet with communication achieved through 
similar technology to ‘Skype’.

Andrew Letcher, CEO, Presbyterian Inland Mission, was guest speaker at the May meeting of PWMU
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Andrew’s message was that God rescues all sorts of people from different cultures 
and ages. In closing he asked three things: pray for PIM workers that God will give 
them wisdom, give financially if possible, and pray for opportunity and courage if 
someone in your life needs to hear about Jesus.   

Alison thanked Andrew for his very interesting talk and presented him with a donation 
toward the work of the Presbyterian Inland Mission.

Caroline Allinson

Scots’ PWMU encourages new members to join and participate in meetings and hear 
of the work of missionaries in their mission field. For further information please contact 
Margaret Lowe (03) 9877 1305 or Judith Kilmartin (03) 9803 1467.

The Rev. John Flynn

The Presbyterian Inland Mission is the successor 
(together with Uniting Church Frontier Services) to the 
work of the Australian Inland Mission (AIM), founded by 
the Rev. John Flynn in 1912. The AIM  rapidly grew, with 
nursing services being established in remote locations 
across Outback Australia.  

Flynn took advantage of rapid developments in aviation 
in the 1920s and was instrumental in forming the AIM 
Aerial Medical Service in 1928. After several name 
changes, this became the Royal Flying Doctor Service 

(RFDS) in 1954. The RFDS recently celebrated its 90th birthday, joining in the 
morning worship service at Scots’ Church on 20th May, followed by the cutting 
of the birthday cake at morning tea (see page 43 of this issue of The Leaflet). 

John Flynn was made an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) in 1933 and served 
as Moderator-General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia from 1939 to 1942.

References: 
Presbyterian Church: Maffra, Newry, Glenmaggie. Jubilee Historical Sketch (Illustrated), 1863 – 1913. Jacob L. Reece 
and Co., Pty. Ltd., Printers, Foster Street, Sale.
Victorian Heritage Database: Former St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. 7 Pearson Street, Maffra, Wellington Shire.  
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/70008
Victorian Places: Maffra. http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/maffra

The Rev. John Flynn  
(1880-1951). Credit: B6187, 
1915. State Library of 
South Australia
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From The History of Scots’ Church  
Our First Permanent Church and a Crisis in 1846

Chapters Four and Five of our history, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story  
of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’ by Rowland S. Ward, provide detail of the first 
permanent church building on the site in Chapter 4, with the next chapter 
covering events in Scotland that greatly affected Australian Presbyterians and 
the ministry of the Rev. James Forbes.

The building of the first 
permanent church on the site 
allocated to the Presbyterian 
Church was completed in 1841. 
The decision to erect the church 
was taken in November 1839. 
Considerable detail is provided 
regarding the generation of 
funds for the building works. 
Samuel Jackson (1807 – 1876) 
was engaged as the architect.  
The design was simple, with 
some touches of Early English 
Gothic. The foundation stone 
was laid on 22nd January 1841, 
with the opening services held 
on 3rd October of that year, 
although the building had not 
yet been plastered.

On 30th July 1841, during the 
erection of the church, Samuel 
Jackson sat in a revolving 
barrel on the wall of the partly 
constructed building so that he 

could produce a 360 degree panoramic sketch of Melbourne. This pen and wash 
panorama survives and is held in the State Library of Victoria. 

The manse, erected after the church was completed, consisted of two rooms and  
a skillion between the church and the school house. Forbes subsequently 
supplemented this with a three-room timber extension for which he bore the expense.

Technical drawing of the elevation of Scots’ Church by Samuel 
Jackson, architect, 1841. Credit: state Library of Victoria

One section of the panorama of Melbourne from the wall of Scots’ 
Church by Samuel Jackson on 30th July 1841.  Credit: State Library of 
Victoria



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

P A G E  3 0

The progress of Scots’ Church 
in the early years is described 
in Chapter 5, and includes 
details of the crisis faced by 
the Presbyterian Church in 
1846 leading to the resignation 
of the Rev.  James Forbes. 

An enormous increase in 
the population of Melbourne 
and beyond occurred in the 
first half of the 1840s, with 
Presbyterians accounting 
for about 16%. Forbes was 
instrumental in providing 
ministers from Scotland for 
Geelong, Campbellfield,  
Portland and Heidelberg. 
By June 1842 the Presbytery 
of Melbourne was formed,  
with Forbes as the first 
Moderator. 

In 1845 Forbes founded the 
first Presbyterian Female 
Visiting Society, with his wife  
as the first president. It was 
soon renamed the Melbourne Ladies’ Benevolent Society. It grew to became a major 
welfare agency in Melbourne, and finally wound up in 1983.

Known as ‘The Disruption’, the division within the Church of Scotland over the issue 
of patronage came to a head in 1843, when a large number of ministers left the 
Established Church to join the Free Church of Scotland. A description of the events 
that followed, resulting in the resignation of James Forbes from Scots’ Church to set  
up another congregation, provides an insight into the complexities faced by 
Presbyterians in Melbourne and, indeed, across Australia, at this time. About 70 
members of the Scots’ congregation followed Forbes as he left to establish the  
Free Presbyterian John Knox Church on the corner of Swanston and Little Lonsdale 
Streets. This was opened in 1848 and rebuilt in 1863. 

The headstone of Rev. James Forbes, on his grave in Melbourne General 
Cemetery
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Chapter 5 includes an account of the origins of Scotch College, which arose from the 
Free Church School provided by Forbes who had a vision for a college for boys.

Forbes died from tuberculosis on 12th August 1851, his last ministerial act being 
to baptise his newborn son – his fourth child. Initially he was buried in the West 
Melbourne Cemetery, but in August 1855 his remains, and those of his faithful  
elder Henrie Bell, were moved to the new Melbourne General Cemetery. His wife 
Helen (nee Clow) died in 1898 and was buried with her husband. Helen’s father was 
the Rev. James Clow, who conducted the first Presbyterian service by an ordained 
minister in Melbourne, in December 1837.

References: 
Rowland S. Ward, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 
2014.

The graves of the Clow family (left) and  Forbes family, at Melbourne General Cemetery
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Cities of the Bible

Laodicea

The ancient city of Laodicea was situated on the spur of a hill between the 
valleys of two small rivers that flowed into the nearby Lycus River. It is best 
known for being one of the Seven Churches in Asia, referred to by name in the 
Book of Revelation (Chapter 3: 14-22). Built on the site of an earlier town, the 
city was founded by Antiochus II Theos between 261 and 253 BC in honour of his 
wife Laodice. It was located 17 kilometres west of Colossae and 160 kilometres 
east of Ephesus, and was situated on a major road in the region of Phrygia. 
Its ruins are close to the modern Turkish city of Denizli, and is an important 
archaeological site.

The ancient city of Laodicea soon became prosperous, and passed to the Kingdom of 
Pergamon in 188 BC, coming under Roman control from 133 BC. Laodicea benefited 
greatly from its position on a trade route, and became one of the most important 
commercial cities of Asia Minor. Located in an area often affected by earthquakes, 
it was destroyed by a major shock in 60 AD, during the reign of the Roman Emperor 
Nero. The wealthy inhabitants refused help from Rome and restored the city from 
their own funds. It once more continued to thrive.

Laodicea’s inhabitants included philosophers, and a great medical school existed 
there. Its wealthy citizens erected beautiful monuments, and the city minted its 
own coins with inscriptions showing evidence of the worship of Zeus, Aesculapius,  
Apollo and the Roman emperors. It was a free city of Rome and the chief city of a 
Roman conventus (subdivision of a Roman province) comprising a total of 25 cities.

Panoramic view of the ruins of Laodicea.  Credit: Balkanique, May 2018, Creative Commons
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Antiochus the Great, who 
ruled from 222 to 187 BC, 
resettled 2,000 families 
from Babylonia to the 
region of Phrygia and 
Lydia, with many Jews 
remaining in Laodicea 
over the following 
centuries. It was an 
important centre until the 
7th century AD when it 
was once again ravaged 
by a major earthquake. 
There are further 
references to Laodicea in 
the Byzantine period, but 
it was finally destroyed 
by the invasion of  
Turks and Mongols.

The Laodicean church 
was established very 
early during the Apostolic 
Age, the earliest period 
of Christianity. Laodicea 
is mentioned four 
times in Paul’s letter to 
the Colossians, and he 
sends greetings to the 
Laodiceans through 
Nymphas. It is thought  
that Epaphras, one of  

Paul’s followers, was the founder of the church at Laodicea.  
He had also established the church at Colossae, a town close to Laodicea.  
The Christian communities of both cities seem to have been closely connected.  
In Colossians Chapter 4: 16, Paul states: ‘And when this letter has been read among  
you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans, and see that you also read 
the letter from Laodicea’ (ESV). There is not general agreement amongst scholars 
regarding the letter from Laodicea as it appears to have been lost, or exists under 
another name.

The basilica at Laodicea.  Credit:  Rjdeadly, May 2012, Creative Commons

A colonnaded street of Laodicea. Credit: Rjdeadly, May 2012, 
Creative Commons
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In John’s vision, recorded in the Book of Revelation, 
Christ instructs him to write a message to each of 
the seven churches of Asia Minor. The message to 
Laodicea is one of judgement and a call to repentance.  
The Laodiceans were referred to as lukewarm 
(Revelation 3: 15-16), poor, blind and naked (17-18) 
although the city itself was prosperous. Revelation 
3:20, ‘Behold I stand at the door and knock’, is the 
subject of the famous painting, ‘The Light of the World’, 
by Holman Hunt, which hangs in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
London., with smaller versions at Keble College, Oxford 
and in Manchester Art Gallery.  A stained glass window 
in the north porch of Scots’ Church, titled ‘I am the 
Light of the World’ is similar in composition to Holman 
Hunt’s painting.

The existing ruins of Laodicea, near the modern city 
of Denizli, are relatively well preserved, with restoration 
work continuing in recent times. Ruins include baths, 
temples, a gymnasium, a theatre, and a bouleuterion 
(Senate House). There are the remains of a triple arched 
gateway, the ‘Ephesus Gate’, dedicated to the Emperor 
Domitian (81 to 96 AD), who persecuted some of the 
early Christians in Laodicea. The stadium is one of few preserved from the ancient 
world. It is circular at each end, and was used primarily for the running of races.  
The length of the track was fixed at 600 feet (183 metres), this distance also known 
as one stadium. The water carried through the aqueducts into Laodicea was rich 
in calcium, with deposits building up and causing the pipes to block over time.  
The builders installed vents to allow periodical cleaning of the pipes. 

Archaeologists have discovered about 20 ancient Christian churches and chapels  
across the site. The largest, called the Church of Laodicea, took up an entire city  
block and dates from the beginning of the fourth century AD.

References: 
Bible Places: Laodicea. https://www.bibleplaces.com/laodicea/
Biblical Archaeology: The Church of Laodicea in the Bible and Archaeology by Megan Sauter.  https://www.biblicalarchaeology.
org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/church-of-laodicea-in-the-bible-and-archaeology/
Wikipedia: Laodicea on the Lycus. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicea_on_the_Lycus
Wikipedia:Laodicean Church.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicean_Church

‘The Light of the World’ by William 
Holman Hunt (1827 – 1910).  Oil on 
canvas, 1851 – 1856, Manchester Art 
Gallery
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Word search
Acts Chapter 3
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 11) 

The words to find ...
ABRAHAM
BEAUTIFUL

FAITH
ISAAC
JACOB
LAME

LEAPING
LISTEN
MOSES
PETER

PRAISING
REPENT
TEMPLE

WONDER

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Help the lame man who has been healed to find his way home.

ACTS CHAPTER 3
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
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R I L A G C E Y Y L C
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F G D A B R A H A M C
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TEMPLE

WONDER



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   A u g u s t  2 0 1 8

P A G E  3 6

In Memoriam

Peggy Lois O’Donnell
22nd August 1926 – 9th June 2018

We were saddened to hear of the death of 
the mother of Wendy Gregory, our Ministers’ 
Secretary, on 9th June 2018.

Peggy Lois O’Donnell (nee Coventry) was born in 
Melbourne and had a happy childhood growing up  
in Diamond Creek, Alphington and Belgrave. She 
married Tom O’Donnell and the couple set up their 
home in Box Hill South, where they lived for over 40 

years. They had two daughters, Wendy and Kim. Thirteen years ago they moved to 
Forest Hill Retirement Village. Sadly the last three years have been marred by ill-health 
for Peg, and she died peacefully with her family by her side.

Our sincere condolences are offered to her husband Tom, Wendy and Graeme 
(deceased), Kim and Paul, and grandchildren Grant and Cassandra, Huw, Sian,  
Rachel, Owen and Megan

Margaret Hendy
25th August 1926 – 16th June 2018

Margaret Hendy (nee Muir) was born in 
Glasgow on 25th August 1926. When war 
broke out in her early teens, with many other 
children she was evacuated to the country 
for safety. She was sent to Gatehouse of Fleet, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, where a hotel had been 
converted into a co-educational boarding 
school under the Education Department. 
Margaret, who had been a Brownie, was 

very keen to continue as a Girl Guide and, using considerable initiative, was 
instrumental in setting up a Guide Company there. Margaret later qualified 
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for the ‘Gold Cords’ Award, the highest honour for a Girl Guide, this being 
presented to her by Lady Baden-Powell in Newton Stewart in September 1943. 

When Margaret returned home to Glasgow in 1943 she went to the University of 
Glasgow to undertake studies for Master of Arts (MA)., going on to obtain a Diploma 
in Social Studies after completing her MA. Her first position after graduation was as 
student improver in the personnel department of a bakery. About three years later, she 
moved to the personnel department of a fibre glass manufacturing company, with 
another change to Remington Rand after four years.

In 1956 Margaret made a decision to migrate to Australia, travelling via America and 
arriving here in early 1957. She was able to obtain a teaching position at Sunshine 
Technical School, where she taught English for five years. The classes were large, 
usually of 56 students with up to 23 nationalities, many needing assistance with basic 
English. With an understanding of the problems faced by these students, Margaret 
conducted ‘tutorials’ in English for students of the various nationalities. 

In 1962 Margaret moved to Strathcona Baptist Girls’ School, where she taught English, 
mathematics, history and geography in the middle school until her retirement in 
1984. She found this an enormous contrast from her former position, and thoroughly 
enjoyed her years at Strathcona. Margaret subsequently followed the careers of many 
of her ex-students with great interest.

Margaret met her husband, Alan, here, and they were married at West Hawthorn 
Presbyterian Church in 1969. Margaret grew up in a Presbyterian home and, following 
her marriage, attended East Ringwood Presbyterian Church, later to become Uniting, 
close to where she and her husband lived at that time.

Over the years, Margaret and Alan enjoyed some wonderful journeys to many 
countries of the world. In 1980 Margaret led a trip to China for a group of 20 people, 
including some pupils and parents from Strathcona. This was the first of a number of 
tours she took as leader, including one along the Silk Road. In 1986 Margaret and Alan 
had a six-month driving trip around Australia. She returned to Scotland in 1989-90 for 
the 50th reunion at her old boarding school at Gatehouse of Fleet, where she met up 
with childhood friends and had a wonderful time.

When Alan became ill and hospitalised in 2000, Margaret sold their home in Ringwood 
and moved to city accommodation. It was at this time that she began to attend Scots’, 
while also returning to East Ringwood Uniting Church regularly. Sadly, Alan died in 
2005. 
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By 2003 Margaret was attending Scots’ each week, and remained a faithful member 
although she was unable to attend services in recent years due to ill-health.

Margaret died on 16th June 2018 and was privately cremated. A gathering of Margaret’s 
friends to celebrate her life was held at Rathdowne Place, Carlton on 6th July.

Our sincere condolences are offered to Margaret’s many friends.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mirella Keast  and the Castle family on 
the recent death of her husband Philip Keast.

Our thoughts are with the friends of Johnny Lawrence on his passing. 

Our sincere condolences to Mrs. Shirley Kelham, Elder Emeritus at St. 
Stephens’, Flemington on the death of her husband. 

King John IV of Portugal

The composition, ‘Crux fidelis’, ‘Cross most faithful’, with 
text by Fortunatus (c.530-609) and music by King John 
IV of Portugal was sung recently at Scots’ Church. 

Born at Vila Viçosa in 1604, John became Duke of 
Braganza in 1630 on the death of his father. After a 
successful revolution in 1640 to cast off the rule of King 
Philip IV of Spain, John became King of an independent 
Portugal. He developed foreign alliances to strengthen 
his position against Spain. 

King John was not a warlike person, but was devoted to music and the arts and 
was also a composer.  Although ‘Crux fidelis’, often performed by church choirs 
especially during Holy Week, is attributed to him, no known early manuscript 
of the work exists. It was first published in 1869.

One of his children, Infanta Catherine, born in 1638, married Charles II of 
England.

References: 
The Columbia Encyclopedia: John IV (King of Portugal). https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/history/spanish-and-
portuguese-history-biographies/john-iv-portugal
Wikipedia: John IV of Portugal.  https://en.wkipedia.org/wiki/John_IV_of_Portugal

King John IV of Portugal. 
Credit: Diaro Illustrado, 
1872. Public Domain
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Mendelssohn and Berlin Cathedral

At the morning worship service on 10th June, the choir sang a beautiful 
composition of Felix Mendelssohn:  Erhaben, O Herr, über alles Lob – Opus 79. 
The words were translated as:

‘Thou standest, O Lord, high above all 
praise, above all majesty, thou dost reign 
for evermore, world without end.  Alleluia.’ 

Mendelssohn composed this music for 
Berlin Cathedral in 1845. What was the 
link between the two?

Born in Hamburg, Germany in 1809, 
Mendelssohn’s parents were Jewish 
but converted to Christianity before 
their children were born. Mendelssohn 
moved to Berlin with his family at the 
age of two and began taking piano 
lessons at an early age. He also studied 
composition as a child. During his 
childhood he composed operas and 
symphonies, and made his public debut 
at just nine years of age.

Mendelssohn joined the Singakademie 
at the age of 19 and began to compose 
continually, also becoming a conductor. 
He travelled to England and Scotland 
in 1829 and later undertook a three 
year tour of Europe. He was appointed 
conductor of the highly regarded 
Gewandhaus Orchestra, Leipzig in 
1835 and later founded the Leipzig 
Conservatorium of Music, becoming its 
director.

In 1843 Mendelssohn was appointed 
Royal Composer of Church Music at 

Felix Mendelssohn in 1837 by Theodor Hildebrandt  
(1804 –1874).  Public Domain

Berlin Cathedral in 1852 by Johann Gabriel Poppel. Public 
Domain
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Berlin Cathedral,  built in High Italian Renaissance style
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Berlin Cathedral by Friedrich Wilhelm 
IV of Prussia. Although hesitant to take 
up this offer because of his strong 
position in Leipzig, he did spend some 
time in Berlin over the next couple 
of years, writing church music and 
other compositions. However promises 
related to funding, title and concert 
programming did not materialise and 
Mendelssohn was not unhappy to 
have an excuse to return to Leipzig in 
1844. Sadly he died in 1847 at the age 
of 38.

The Berlin Cathedral that stands today 
was completed in 1905, in Italian 
High Renaissance style. It replaced a 
smaller baroque cathedral previously 
built on the same site. The earliest 
church, established in the 15th century, 
was replaced by the baroque church 
in 1750.

The Cathedral congregation has been 
in existence since 1608 and is a so-called ‘personal congregation’, with members who 
live across the whole city. Any Protestant resident can apply for acceptance into the 
congregation.

The magnificent building was damaged severely during World War II. Rebuilding 
began in 1975, with the main church being rededicated in a service of celebration 
in 1993. Restoration work was finally completed in 2002, when the last of the dome 
mosaics was completed.

The church building that Mendelssohn knew was completed between 1747 and 1750 
and remodelled in neo-Classical style in 1822.

References: 
Berliner Com: Brief Introduction.  www.berlinerdom.de
Biography: Felix Mendelssohn. https://www.biography.com/people/felix-mendelssohn-40373
Wikipedia: Berlin Cathedral.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Cathedral
Wikipedia: Felix Mendelssohn. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn

An interior view of Berlin Cathedral, fully restored after war 
damage
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Acts Chapter 3
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Across

2. The lame man was healed through
____________ .

5. When the lame man walked, the people
were filled with _________.

7. The lame man walked, leapt, and
____________. (2 words)

9. How long had the man at the temple
been lame?

11. At what temple gate did the lame man
sit?

13. In what portico did Peter speak?

Down

1. Who went up to the temple with Peter?
3. The people were accused of killing the

___________. (3 words)
4. Peter called the people to

_________________ .
6. The God of Abraham, Isaac and

____________ .
7. Who raised the lame man to walk?
8. What hour was called the hour of

prayer?
10. Peter addressed the men of

____________ .
12. For what did the lame man beg?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!
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Biblical Crossword
Acts Chapter 3
Solution on page 11.

Across
2.  The lame man was healed  
 through _____________. 

5.  When the lame man walked,  
 the people were filled with 
  _____________.

7.  The lame man walked, leapt,  
 and _____________. 
 (two words)

9.  How long had the man at the  
 temple been lame?

11.  At what temple gate did the 
  lame man sit?

13.  In what portico did Peter  
 speak?

Down
1.  Who went up to the temple  
 with Peter?

3.  The people were accused  
 of killing the _____________.  
 (three words)

4.  Peter called the people to 
  _____________.

6.  The God of Abraham, Isaac 
  and _____________.

7.  Who raised the lame man to 
  walk?

8.  What hour was called the  
 hour of prayer?

10.  Peter addressed the men of 
  _____________.

12.  For what did the lame man 
  beg?
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