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for 50 years, first with the  Church of Scotland and  more recently the P.C.A.; Brian 
Bayston 60 years an elder with the P.C.A.; and Ron Johnston 64 years with the  P.C.A.

Another elder of the Presbyterian Church, Gilbert Bell, formerly of Sunshine Church, 
received a certificate for 70 years’ service. He was ordained and inducted at 
Sunshine by the late Rev. Frank Sadler, the father of our elder Lois Taylor.

Congratulations to the Taylor family, and to Margaret M. Lowe, all of whom won 
prizes at the Whittlesea Show held in early November.  Lois won prizes together with 
her daughter Louise and grandchildren William, Alistair, Lachy, Ariana and Andrew. 
Gordon and Lois took out prizes in farm hay and pasture sections. Margaret Lowe 
won prizes in photography and preserves (jam).  Well done all!

Other news

Travellers Danise and Doug Sherman have returned from visiting their son Ian and 
family in the U.S.A. Adam Thrussell has also had a trip to the U.S.A. Wendy and David 
Neilson have returned from their overseas trip including a visit to Cambodia.   
Lauris Murnane has recently had a holiday in France, including some time in Paris 
and a river cruise.

It has been good to catch up with June Bingham who has been visiting from Perth, 
W.A.

The September Sausage Sizzle raised $1,000.00 
for the Sports Chaplaincy Committee and 
$60 towards Drought Relief.  At the October 
Sausage Sizzle a further $555.40 was raised for 
Drought Relief. 

Members and friends who are unwell

Our thoughts and prayers are with a number of our members and friends or their 
families who are suffering from illness and health issues.

Lois Taylor
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Senior Minister    Rev. D.R. Robertosn  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington   9650 9903
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence OAM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Administrator, St Stephen’s, Flemington Rev. Litha Heshusius 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Church Officer   Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903

Pot Pourri

Special Services

The Melbourne Scots worshipped with us on Sunday, 7th October. Mrs. Tamie Fraser 
and Dr. John Menzies read the scripture lessons.

The Big Hymn Sing was held on 21st October 
at 2 pm. The Choir, Brass Ensemble, Timpani 
and congregation were conducted by 
Douglas Lawrence and the organist was Ria 
Angelika Polo. The hymns were introduced by 
Rev. Douglas Robertson, with some wonderful 
singing by the choir and congregation. 

Mission Sunday was observed on 28th October at 11 am when Chris and 
Naomi spoke of their upcoming work in an overseas country. Mr. Adrian 
Turner from Compassion addressed the Annual Business Meeting that 
followed after lunch, and they were all available to speak with members of 
the congregation after the meeting. 

Our annual Harvest Festival was also held on 28th October and the goods 
were donated to the Flemington and Scots’ Church Joint Mission.

The Retiring Offering in October for the Drought Relief Fund raised 
$3,267.00.

Congratulations

Three of our elders were presented with certificates for 
long service to the Presbyterian Church at the recent 
General Assembly.  Stewart Banks has been an elder 

Baptism

We warmly welcome Olivia Alexandra Katie Laurie, daughter 
of Adam and Alex, who was baptised on Sunday 30th 
September. 

Our choir conducted by Douglas Lawrence 
at the Big Hymn Sing

Olivia Laurie with her parents on 
the day of her baptism

Stewart Banks, Ron Johnston and  
Brian Bayston - long-serving elders 2018
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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Senior  Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson

Dear Friends,

By the time you read this, another election will have 
been completed. We will know the party that will form 
government in the state of Victoria for the next few years 
and we will know who our Premier will be and all the 
other ministers and members of Parliament.

It must be a wonderful thrill to win an election. Part of 
the thrill would be a great feeling of personal affirmation, when so many thousands 
of people vote for you, choosing you and your policies rather than your competitors.

Within Calvinist theology, Christian faith is sometimes spoken of as “election” and I 
might suggest that when we understand this, it ought to give us a thrill that far exceeds 
anything we would feel if we ever won a political election. Almighty God, maker of 
heaven and earth, has chosen me. He has chosen you. He has elected us into the 
highest office that can be bestowed on humanity, to share in the grace and the future 
glory of his son Jesus Christ, to be called the children of God. This is truly remarkable.

But with election, also comes responsibility. Once elected, we expect our political 
representatives to get on with the work we’ve elected them to do, to implement the 
policies they promised us, and to govern our state well.

So it is with God. He elects us into the most incredible privilege, but he also calls 
on us to put in some hard graft in fulfilling the work that he has elected us to do. 
The Apostle Paul speaks about this in Philippians chapter 2. Having spoken about 
the way in which we share by faith in the glory into which God has elevated Christ 
(verse 9: Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name), he goes on to say (in verse 12) that we need to work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling.

There is much that could be said about these passages, of course, but for the moment 
I just want to mention this: each of us is unique and each of us has a unique calling in 
our service of Christ and his church. Just as each newly elected or returned politician 
will need to discover, in consultation with others, what their position will be, whether 
on the back benches or the front, whether in government or opposition, or within a 
particular portfolio, so we all need to work out what our positions are in the church, 
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what gifts and skills we can offer, and what training or experience we bring to the task.

As we come towards the close of another year, I would ask you to carefully consider 
your own position in the church for the coming year. Are you a member? Would you 
like to be? You don’t need to be a member to get involved in many of our activities, 
but perhaps it’s a commitment you might consider next year.

Are you currently involved in any of our ministries? If yes, are they where you can best 
use your experience and talents? If not, would you like to be? Are there any ministries 
or activities that you believe the church should be involved in, but currently isn’t? 
Could you provide leadership into some new venture?

Consider these questions in prayer before God, in discussion with your friends in the 
church, or come and speak to one of our ministers, and then we can all work out our 
salvation together!

Wishing you God’s richest blessings,

Douglas

Philippi was one of the many cities visited by Paul 
during his missionary journeys. According to the 
Book of Acts, Chapters 16 and 20 Paul visited the 
city three times. He also wrote the Epistle to the 
Philippians in 61 or 62 AD.

Philippi was a city in eastern Macedonia, established on 
the site of an ancient town of the Thracians. When King 
Philip II of Macedonia took it in 356 BC, he renamed it 
Philippi after himself.  It became a colony of Rome in 
the first century BC. 

Paul’s first visit to Philippi was in 49 or 50 AD during his 
second missionary journey, when he was accompanied by Silas, Timothy and 
Luke. He subsequently visited the city on his way from Ephesus to Macedonia 
in 56 AD and on his return from Greece to Syria in 57 AD.

References: 

Wikipedia: Philippi. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippi

The City of Philippi

Ancient ruins of Philippi.   
Credit: Peter Nelson, 2004.   
Creative Commons
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 Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Clarifying your vision

I really like John Stott’s definition of vision.    

Vision “is compounded of a deep dissatisfaction with 
what is, and a clear grasp of what could be. It begins 
with indignation over the status quo, and it grows into 
the earnest quest for an alternative.  Both are quite 

clear in the public ministry of Jesus.  He was indignant over disease and death, and 
the hunger of the people, for he perceived these things as alien to the purpose of 
God.   Hence his compassion for their victims.   Indignation and compassion form a 
powerful combination.  They are indispensable to vision, and therefore to leadership.i”

Paul’s prayers in the New Testament, are clear examples of vision fuelled by a Christ-
centred Gospel.  His prayer in Philippians 1: 9 – 11 is one of my favourites:  “9 And 
it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment,10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”(ESV)

Clearly Paul is writing to the church in Philippi.  And while this is one of his more 
positive letters, there were problems within the church. Problems that would have 
caused him grief  (Philippians 1:15-18, 28; 4:2-3) and indignation, even if mild 
compared to some of his  other letters.   

Vision fuelled by indignation needs to move on to the next step, and ask: what could 
be. Or in the language of Covey,  “Begin with the end in mindii.” Otherwise, indignation 
can fester into  bitterness and anger.  Paul is not praying for some short term impact!  
He is looking to the end in mind:   “looking to be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ…to the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1:11)  

So a godly vision will not be content with simply seeing an issue (say the discipleship 
gap/deficit/malaiseiii) and remaining indignant. Godly vision is not content with 
second best.  It pursues what is excellent, vital, genuine with a sense of urgency.   Even 
if it’s counter-cultural to the prevailing world or organisation in which we live, and 
work.   
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Vision is not ‘pie in the sky.’ Vision is realistic, simple and clear.  Vision takes into 
account who we are, our character, gifts, skills.   Vision needs to be intrinsic to our life-
long, core principles.   It will involve taking stock of our limitations, obstacles, needs.  

 However vision does not mean “barging ahead, because we thought of it!”  We all 
have our default modes of behaviour and leadership styles that are ungodly and not 
inclusive.   As Covey says, it is important to take a deep breath and see what “wall our 
ladder is leaning against” and ask ourselves, “why it is leaning against that wall!”iv 

Is it because this particular vision is intrinsic to our core life principles?  Or are we 
simply dancing to others’ agendas, or trying to meet our needs for love and acceptance, 
belonging, importance and worth, for a feeling that we matter. v

Perhaps for a vision to be effective, we need to establish what our own personal life 
mission is first, before we start leaning any ladder against any wall. Yes, vision begins 
with the end in mind.  But it needs to be motivated by love, knowledge, discernment, 
and filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, living to the 
glory and praise of God. And that is not just anyone’s script – that is the script and 
identity that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us – right to the 
very end.   So begin with the end in mind!

Richard O’Brien: 

iP328-329  John Stott, Issue facing Christians Today,  1984.
iiHabit 2 – Covey.  The 7 Habits of highly effective people. 
iiiOgden early chapters
ivP 105, 107 Covey.  
vP107, Covey
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Across

1. To what city did the wise men of the
east travel?

2. Who was king at the time of Jesus'
birth?

4. To what country did Mary and Joseph
flee with Jesus?

8. The wise men spoke of the infant Jesus
as king of the __________

9. Who ruled in Judea after Herod's death?
10. The wise men brought gifts of gold,

myrrh and ____________
12. How were the wise men warned to

return home another way?

Down

1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
______________

3. What did the wise men do when they
found Jesus?

5. When Herod spoke to the wise men he
was ______________

6. Herod killed all the baby boys around
what city?

7. Jesus and his family settled in what
town?

11. To what land did Mary and Joseph
return with Jesus after Herod died?

This crossword puzzle was created with EclipseCrossword. Try it today—it's free!

Hidden  message: FOLLOW THE STAR
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Minister, St Stephen’s Flemington
The Rev. Phil Court

Church Administrator appointed

On 2 November, Rev Litha Heshusius commenced work 
as St Stephen’s Church Administrator.  

Her job is to manage the week-by-week business of the 
church.  Up until now, this has been a part of my overall 
responsibilities as the congregation’s minister.  But that 
changes with my imminent retirement.  (See my farewell 

letter, below).  The role of Church Administrator is expected to continue until the next 
minister for St Stephen’s is appointed.

Although Litha is an ordained Baptist minister, 
her role at St Stephen’s is primarily administrative.  
Our four active elders are primarily responsible 
for the pastoral care and spiritual welfare of the 
congregation.  They are assisted in pastoral care by 
our two deacons.

I am delighted that Litha has graciously agreed to 
take up the job of Church Administrator, and I wish 
her every blessing in her work.

And now, farewell   

Having reached the age of 66, I am retiring from 
my pastoral duties on Sunday 9 December.

My involvement with St Stephen’s and the 
Flemington Mission goes back to 2008.  It started 
with monthly pulpit supply and, soon after, working 
one day a week as Missioner.  After my ministry training, I was appointed fulltime to a 
role that combined Minister and Missioner.  I simply could not have hoped for a better 
appointment.

My plans for retirement are to better manage my health, to spend more quality time 
with family and to remain as involved within the wider church as my capacities will 
permit.

The Rev. Litha Heshusius, recently 
appointed Church Administrator at  
St. Stephen’s Flemington
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As I reflect on my life and ministry, my overwhelming emotion is gratitude.  Above all, 
I am grateful to the God of grace, who rescued me from my godless life and, through 
the redeeming work of Christ, set me on the path of Christian discipleship.  

I am grateful to the ministers and elders of Scots’ Church for their support, mentoring 
and encouragement.  I am grateful to the faculty and staff of the Presbyterian 
Theological College who shepherded me through my ministry training.  I’m grateful 
to the committee of the Presbyterian & Scots’ Church Joint Mission for their support 
and generosity.  I’m grateful to St Stephen’s congregation, Board of Management and 
elders for embracing me as their teaching elder and pastor these last seven years.

I’m conscious that both the Mission and St Stephen’s have continuously existed since 
the 1880’s.  I have had the privilege to be one in a long line of missioners and a long 
line of ministers.  I hope and pray that, unless the Lord returns first, many more will be 
granted the opportunity to serve in these roles.

Wishing you every blessing

Philip

The congregation  of St. Stephen’s Flemington in October 2018
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In Memoriam

Thelma Alexandra McLeod  
11 June 1938 – 2 November 2018

A pillar of St Stephen’s Flemington passed peacefully 
away with two of her nieces by her side in the early 
morning of Friday 2 November.  

Thelma McLeod started attending St Stephen’s in 2005, 
but it was not long before she was doing much more 
than attending public worship.  By 2009 she had joined 
St Stephen’s Board of Management.  She replaced the 
late Bruce Alford as Board Secretary in 2013, a position 
she held until her death.

Gardening was one of Thelma’s passions, and the 
grounds of St Stephen’s have benefited hugely from her 
efforts and generosity over many years.  The church and 

its buildings carry many marks of Thelma’s work.  The curtains in the church cottage 
and the colour scheme in the Muir Hall are just two examples.

Perhaps her crowning achievement was the selection and purchasing of our beautiful 
and comfortable church seating in 2016.

Thelma was an active participant in both Sunday and Tuesday worship services.  She 
was a regular Scripture reader and a member of the choir.  Her morning tea sandwiches 
are legendary.  She was a regular participant in our evening Bible study sessions, too.

In typical fashion, she left instructions that her funeral include the 23rd Psalm and three 
hymns, Be Still my Soul, Abide with Me and Amazing Grace.  And, being proud of her 
McLeod Scottish heritage, she requested a piper to play The Skye Boat Song.

Thelma McLeod was much loved and will be sorely missed at St Stephen’s.  She lived 
out her Christian faith in generous service to the congregation she loved.  The many and 
various fruits of her labours stand as silent testimony to that.  

A service of thanksgiving for Thelma’s life was held at St Stephen’s Flemington on 
Thursday 15th November.

Philip Court

Thelma McLeod
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Scots’ Church “Project KIN” Craft Group

This year a monthly Craft 
Group was started at Scots’ 
Church, with the objective 
of supporting a recently 
formed Christian, not-for-
profit organisation called 
Project KIN. 

Project KIN has a mission 
to empower and educate 
underprivileged communities 
through handcrafted dolls 

and literature. They put together “Play & Learn” packs which contain a handcrafted 
doll and a beautifully illustrated picture book. The story highlights how a child might 
play with their doll, interact with others, and how to experience leisure as well as self-
care. These are all activities which assist in physical, imaginative, cognitive, social and 
sensory development of the child.

Project KIN has a vision of a world where every child feels loved and is given the 
opportunity to learn and play.

To help this to happen, Project KIN requires volunteers to make dolls (both boy 
and girl) and doll clothing, which involves knitting, crocheting and sewing. At Scots’ 
Church we saw an opportunity to help with this. Many of us enjoy craft, and this gives 
us an opportunity to enjoy a time of fellowship together and to enjoy this shared craft 
with a purpose.

In the few months that we have been meeting we have been mostly knitting and 
crocheting. After about three months we were able to send two large boxes to the 
Project KIN founder.

This package contained (all doll size!): 29 knitted blankets; 5 crochet blankets; 5 quilts; 
25 vests; 14 cardigans; 25 crowns; 65 pairs of socks; and 26 finger puppets.

Meantime, other volunteers around the country have been sewing dolls, and making 
many other contributions. Some people make dolls and all the clothing required for 
those dolls. Others just sew dolls and clothes, while others just knit and crochet. It is a 
beautiful team effort to be a part of, and wonderful to see pictures and hear stories of 
the children’s joy as they receive these gift packs.

The first gathering of the Project KIN Craft Group at Scots’ Church
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All packs have been gifted to disadvantaged children such as

• children who have fled domestic violence

• low socio-economic families, many  
 from single parent homes or in out of  
 home (foster) care, in both Tregear and  
 Riverstone areas of NSW.

• orphans in Uganda

• Syrian and Iraqi refugees in Greater  
 Western Sydney

• children who have lost homes and 
possessions from bushfire.

Distribution partners have been Wesley 
Mission, Jericho Road, Anglicare and 
Father’s Divine Love Ministries.

Currently Project KIN has gifted 346 packs 
since they started in June 2017.

They will be gifting another 134 packs 
in November to Indigenous children in 
Moree (with the Salvation Army) and 
Campbelltown (with Broughton Anglican 
College and MacArthur Indigenous 
Church). 

By the end of the year a total of 480 packs 
will have been gifted to disadvantaged 
children.

It is a real privilege to join with others working to bring joy and happiness to kids in 
need. 

Our Scots’ Church group meets in The Robert White Meeting Rooms on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month from 10am-1pm. Please feel free to join us.

More details of the organisation and its work can be found at the Project KIN website 
www.projectkin.org

Alison Robertson

The group’s  first contributions of knitted and crocheted 
doll’s clothes and finger puppets

Project KIN dolls.  Credit: Project KIN. Reproduced with 
permission
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Interview

Beverley Aberline

Beverley Aberline (nee Findlay) was born in 
Camberwell to Donald and Ruby Findlay. Her 
parents were married at Toorak Presbyterian 
Church. Her early years were spent in Hawthorn, 
with her first Primary School being Auburn South, 
later attending North Geelong Primary School 
when her family moved to Geelong to care for her 
great grandmother Findlay and her brother, and 
Beverley’s grandfather. Her secondary education 
was undertaken at Geelong West Girls’ Technical 
School, where she was house captain of Mawson 
House. Beverley had one brother, Douglas. 
Beverley’s father worked for the family electrical contracting business, at 
Dunlop’s, then as a manager at Baltic Simplex Farm Machinery at Spotswood, 
also a family enterprise, and later at the Shell Refinery, Corio, Geelong. Her 
mother was a cooking demonstrator in Melbourne, also travelling across 
Victoria and Tasmania.

On completing her secondary education, Beverley took a position in the Myer 
office, Geelong, before commencing permanent employment. She worked for the 
State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SEC), Barwon Region, Geelong, as Assistant 
Supervisor and Secretary to the Manager. She also worked at the Power Station, North 
Geelong, in conjunction with her other job, and undertook additional roles, including 
operating the busy switchboard, when there were staff shortages.  At that time the 
Power Station was a weather station for Geelong for the Bureau of Meteorology, with 
relevant data collected daily. After her marriage Beverley worked at the Head Office 
of the SEC in William Street, Melbourne in the Power Department and briefly at the 
Metropolitan Region, Flinders Street.

Beverley and her husband, Ron Aberline, met at a Victorian Scottish Union Dinner 
Dance, through a mutual friend from the SEC. They were married at the John Knox 
Presbyterian Church, North Geelong on 3rd March 1984. Ron was the senior draftsman 
at the SEC Metropolitan Region, Melbourne and the Eastern Metropolitan Region, 
Dandenong, managing a large staff of survey draftsmen and photographers. Sadly 
Ron passed away on 3rd January 2008.

 Beverley Aberline
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As she grew up, Beverley 
attended Sunday school at 
the Presbyterian Church, 
Tooronga Road, Hawthorn, 
before moving to the North 
Geelong (later John Knox) 
Presbyterian Church, where 
she continued in the Sunday 
school and sang in the choir. 
She moved on to help our 
past elder, Janet Watson with 
teaching the children in the 
Sunday school kindergarten. 
After her marriage 
Beverley attended Donvale 
Presbyterian Church for a short time, moving to Scots’ Church in 1985 and becoming 
a member of Scots’ in 1986. Beverley continues to be actively involved in church 
activities and serves on the Sunday morning social hour roster. 

Beverley’s childhood interests covered many sporting activities, including playing 
tennis with both church and school teams, and supporting Essendon Football Team 
– still her team. Her interests continue to include sports, dancing, Scottish country 
dancing, attending plays and movies, music, travel, involvement with family, and 
genealogy. She has two step-children, Mark and Melissa, and three grandchildren, 
Violet, Joseph and Teylah. She is also a great-aunt to Archie and Bella.

A great passion for genealogy has provided Beverley with interesting details regarding 
her forebears, who came from Forfar and Montrose, Scotland, various places in 
England, and Denmark.

The Findlay family from Montrose, Scotland, with eight boys and two girls, included 
the ‘Findlay boys’, who were well known in golf circles in Scotland, Australia and the 
USA. They included Alexander, who was described by some as ‘The father of golf 
in America’. He designed golf courses in the USA and elsewhere. Spaldings later 
manufactured the A.H. Findlay set of golf clubs in his name. Frederick came from 
Scotland to Victoria and was a professional at the Metropolitan Golf Club in Oakleigh 
South, later designing golf courses in the USA. Albert was a professional at the Victoria 
Golf Club, Melbourne, for a time. David was a greenkeeper and professional, mainly in 
New England, USA. James, Beverley’s great grandfather, was a golf ball maker for Wright 
and Ditson’s, Boston, USA (now Spaldings Worldwide), and also designed some golf 
courses in Virginia, USA before returning to Melbourne, having come to Australia from 

Pedersen’s Butter Factory in Flinders Street.  Credit: Courtesy Beverley 
Aberline. Source unknown
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Scotland earlier as a ship’s officer. Her grandfather, Sydney A. Findlay, had an electrical 
contractor business in Melbourne, working at major hospitals, convents, Radio 3UZ 
and the morgue.

On the Danish side of the family, Beverley’s great grandfather, Jorgen Pedersen, came 
to the gold diggings in Victoria, farmed in the Bendigo area for a time, then took on 
butter factories in Melbourne, He later established the Baltic Simplex Farm Machinery 
Company, first in Flinders Street, later moving to Spotswood . He also owned shops on 
the corner of Glenferrie Road and Warra Street, Toorak that are now heritage listed 
and still bear his name, ‘Pedersen Buildings’.  On the English side, a great great great 
grandfather, John Ling, was a furniture manufacturer and guilder in Norwich, Norfolk. 
On her mother’s side, Beverley’s grandfather, E. J. Lukey, was a New Zealander whose 
family came originally from Cornwall. He served as a Captain in the Australian Army 
in World War 1. A veterinary surgeon, he practised in Victoria and later became the 
Veterinarian for the New Zealand Government. Beverley’s genealogical research has 
greatly enriched her understanding of her heritage.

Our thanks to Beverley for her faithful and consistent support of Scots’ Church as a 
member over many years.

The heritage listed Pedersen building in Glenferrie Road, Toorak, on the right of the photo. Credit: Photographer George 
Wall, Empire Portrait Studio, Balaclava, 1922
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The only biblical reference to rue appears 
in the Gospel of Luke 11: 42, where it is 
mentioned as a herb that is tithed, along 
with mint.

Fringed rue (Ruta chalepensis) is a flowering 
plant in the citrus family. A perennial herb 
native to Israel and other countries of the 
Mediterranean region and North Africa, 
fringed rue is also found elsewhere as an 
introduced species. It grows to about 80 
centimetres in height and has compound 
leaves, each divided into several segments, 
these being further divided into leaflets 
which contain oil-bearing glands. The heavily 
scented flowers occur in clusters, each with 
four or five bright yellow petals with fringed, 
rolled edges. The fruit consists of a capsule 
with pointed lobes containing dark seeds. When crushed the leaves have a strong 
and unpleasant odour and when not in flower the shrub has a blue-grey overall 
appearance.

Still frequently grown in home gardens, rue is both an ornamental plant and may be 
used as a condiment. Villagers use the plant to make a herbal tea and as a flavouring 
for black olives.

In traditional medicine the plant is used as a herbal remedy for a number of ailments 
including inflammation and fever, and as an antispasmodic.

References: 
Flowers of India: Fringed Rue. https://www.flowersofindia.net/catalog/slides/Fringed%20Rue.html
Old Dominion University Plant Site: Rue.  http://ww2.odu.edu~lmusselm/plant/bible/rue.php
Wikipedia: Ruta chalepensis. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruta_chalepensis
Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Plants of the Bible

Fringed Rue

Fringed rue.  Credit: Xemenendura, Spain, 
2010. Creative Commons
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Alison and I, together with our whole family, want to thank you 
all for your loving and prayerful support through what has been 
a difficult year for us. As we come towards Christmas we are 
reminded of the incredible sacrificial gift that God would offer 
to us in his Son Jesus Christ, and we are eternally grateful for the 
fellowship we have with you all in Christ.

Wishing you a happy and blessed Christmas season, and a 
wonderful New Year when it comes.

Douglas & Alison, Eilidh & Ben, Mairi & Duncan

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

May the God of peace, grace and truth be your guide at this time 
and into 2019.

Richard and Rosemary O’Brien

“The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined 
humanity - hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of 
glory - because at the Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor, and 
was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might hang on 
a cross.” (J. I. Packer)

Wishing you a hope-filled Christmas and New Year. May Jesus 
Christ become even more precious to you as the years go by!

Blessings,

The Tirtha Family (Christian, Milka, Carson, Harmony 
and Leon) 

Christmas Greetings from  
Scots’ and St. Stephen’s
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God’s generous gift to us is his Son.  May we always look for ways 
to pass on his generosity to others.

Phil and Deb Court

The Scots’ Church Office staff join in wishing you a peaceful, safe 
and blessed Christmas. We are always grateful to be able to serve 
the Congregation and Committees of the Scots’ Church. 

As we approach the end of the year and focus on the birth of 
our Saviour, we pray that this celebration will renew us and our 
community, families and loved ones.

May the richness and joy of this time touch you all.

Sebert Ruddock

Have a happy and holy Christmas.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” - Isaiah 9:6

Peter Armstrong
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Bible Places
The Flight into Egypt

The Gospel of Matthew recounts 
the story of the flight of Joseph 
and Mary to Egypt with the 
infant Jesus, following his birth 
in Bethlehem (Matthew 2: 13-
23). According to Christian 
tradition Jesus was born in 5 or 
4 BC, in the days of King Herod 
the Great who died in 4 BC. 
When the Magi, or wise men, 
came in search of the baby 
Jesus, they went to Herod to 
ask where they could find the 
newborn ‘King of the Jews’. 
Herod saw this as a threat to his 

throne and sought to kill Jesus, ordering the murder of all baby boys under 
two years of age in and around Bethlehem. Joseph was warned by an angel in 
a dream to take his family to Egypt in order to escape the wrath of Herod, and 
they set out on their journey by night.

Herod the Great was an intensely jealous and insecure man who had murdered his 
own wife and brother-in-law much earlier, having falsely accused them of having an 
affair. He had also executed two of his sons some three years earlier, believing them to 
the plotting to seize his throne. In 4 BC he murdered another of his sons. 

Egypt was the logical place for Joseph to take Mary and Jesus for refuge, as it was 
outside the rule of Herod but was part of the Roman Empire as was Israel. The two 
countries were linked by a coastal road known as ‘the way of the sea’, making travel 
relatively easy and safe. Although there were alternative routes across the desert, they 
would have been too arduous for a mother and her newborn baby.

At the time that Mary and Joseph escaped with the infant Jesus there was a large 
Jewish population in Egypt. This community could trace its origins back hundreds 
of years to the time when Jerusalem fell at the hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC. 
When Ishmael assassinated Gediliah at Mizpah and fled to Egypt to avoid retribution, 
all the Israelites had to flee with him, including the prophet Jeremiah. They settled in 

Deir al Suriani Monastery at Wadi Natrun, Nile Delta, which 
contains a 6th century fresco of Mary and the infant Jesus.
Credit: Lumen roma, 2008. Creative Commons
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towns in the Nile Delta. The Jewish people 
continued to prosper under the Greek 
pharaohs after the conquest of Egypt by 
Alexander the Great in the fourth century 
BC.

With such a well-established Jewish 
community in Egypt, the family would 
have found shelter and sustenance, 
although where they lived is unknown. 
However it is probable that Joseph 
and Mary had relatives or connections 
amongst the Jewish population.

Although there is not a biblical record of 
the route followed by the holy family the 
Coptic (Egyptian) Church has identified 
up to 25 places where it is believed that 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus stayed during 
their time in Egypt. These include Farma, 
where there are the ruins of an ancient 
church, and four monasteries on sites 
in the Wadi Natrun in the Nile Delta. In 

Old Cairo, the fifth century Coptic Orthodox Church of St. Sergius and St. Bacchus 
includes a crypt beneath the building, marking a place where the family rested. The 
domed Church of Al Adeweya commemorates the traditional spot where the family 
embarked on a felucca to travel up the River Nile. Upstream at Mt. Durunkah a large 
cave is said to have provided shelter, and is visited for a festival in August each year by 
over one million Coptic Christians.

Joseph, Mary and Jesus returned to Judea in Israel following the death of Herod the 
Great. However when they discovered that Archelaus, another violent and aggressive 
king, was on the throne, they moved to Galilee, ruled by Herod Antipas who was much 
calmer.  They then settled in the town of Nazareth, where Jesus grew up.

References: 
Jesus-Story: Birth of Jesus and flight into Egypt.  http://www.jesus-story.net/map_3_flight.htm
The Bible Journey: The holy family flee to Egypt. https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/3-jesuss-childhood-journeys-b/
the-holy-family-flee-to-egypt/
Wikipedia: Flight into Egypt.  https://en.wikipedia.org/Flight_into_Egypt

Flight into Egypt by Henry Ossawa Tanner, oil on 
canvas, 1923. Credit: Metropolitan Museum of Art online 
collection (Object ID 20018739).  
Public Domain
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From The History of Scots’ Church
The New Church, 1874

Chapter Seven of our history, ‘The 
Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story 
of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’ by Rowland 
S. Ward, is a relatively short chapter 
that provides details of the building 
of our present church.

A decision by the congregation to 
build a new and larger church was 
made in 1869. The reasons for this 
included the need for a larger and 
more handsome building to match the 
growth of Melbourne, together with 
concerns about structural faults in 
the church walls and also in the spire 
which had developed a lean at the top. 
The Rev. Peter Menzies was a major 
force in the move for a new building.

Architects Reed and Barnes were 
appointed in late 1869, Joseph Reed 
being the most celebrated architect 
of the period. Details of the relocation 
of the congregation during the 
demolition of the old church, which 
began in 1872, and the erection 
of the new building, are included 

in this account. The foundation stone was laid on 1st April 1873. The builder was 
David Mitchell who came to Australia from Scotland in 1852, having completed an 
apprenticeship as a stonemason. He went into business as a builder and was most 
successful. He built a number of large structures of which Scots’ Church and the 
Exhibition Building (1880) remain, the others having since been demolished to make 
way for other buildings.

The opening service took place on 29th November 1874, with the Rev. Hetherington 
preaching. Sadly Menzies had died before the completion of the new church. An 
account of the opening services as reported in ‘The Age’ newspaper is included. It 

Scots’ Church  in 1896, with exterior and interior views, and 
photos of the pulpit and organ. Credit: David Syme and Co. 
in  Illustrated Australian News, 1896. State Library of Victoria
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reported that the church 
was comfortably filled in the 
morning and that at least 
1,300 persons were present 
at the evening services, with 
chairs in all the aisles!

The chapter concludes with 
descriptions of both the 
exterior and interior of the 
church. The style is Decorated 
Gothic Revival. The building 
has bluestone foundations 
and is constructed of 
Barrabool Hills freestone 
with cream dressing stones 
from Kakanui, New Zealand. 
Details are provided of 
repairs to the exterior over 
the years, especially to the 
spire, although the external 
appearance of the church 
has changed little. 

There have been changes to 
the interior since 1874, apart 
from the usual redecoration. 
A brief overview is provided 
of the stained glass windows 
installed over time. Tasmanian blackwood panelling has been progressively added 
over many years, and the massive central stone pulpit replaced by a new pulpit to the 
east side of the apse. Details of various memorials, e.g. the pulpit, lectern and reader’s 
chair, are included in the closing pages of the chapter.

The subject of the next chapter is the controversial ministry of the Rev. Charles Strong, 
from 1875 to 1883.

References: 
Rowland S. Ward, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 
2014.

The new Scots’ Church building, photo taken between 1874 and 1880. 
Credit: Henry J. Bunney Collection. State Library of Victoria
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The monument erected in the grounds in front of Scots’ Church (Collins Street 
side) in memory of fallen members of the 5th Battalion, Victorian Scottish 
Regiment, AIF was unveiled 90 years ago this year on Sunday, 11th November 
1928.  It was unveiled by Mr J. A. Boyd, a Scot from Ayr who was a member of 
both State and later Federal Parliament.    The Regiment led by its Pipe Band 
would assemble in Queen Street and march up Collins Street to Scots’ Church to 
attend their annual Memorial Service on Armistice Sunday, the Sunday nearest 
11th November.  The Service was first held in 1921 and in 1926 was attended by 
both the Governor General and the Governor of Victoria.   During the Memorial 
Services, two sentries from the Regiment stood guard beside the Memorial 
outside the Church. 

The colours of the 5th Battalion, Victorian Scottish Regiment, are laid up in Scots’ 
Church, being placed there for safe keeping because of the long association of the 
Regiment with the Church. When facing the apse, two flags on the right side of the 
nave are the original King’s Colours and Regimental Colours of the Royal Victorian 
Scottish Regiment. The banner of the Old Contemptibles, from World War I, also 
hangs on the right side. Two flags on the left of the nave are the later Queen’s 
Colours  and Regimental Colours of the Royal Victorian Scottish Regiment.

The Victorian Scottish Regiment, an infantry regiment of the Australian Army, was 
formed in 1898. During World War I many of its members volunteered for overseas 
service and saw action in Gallipoli and France. During World War II the battalion 
was employed on garrison duties in Australia, but volunteers also fought in North 
Africa, the Middle East and New Guinea. After the war it became part of the Citizen 
Military Force, undertaking the training of national servicemen until 1960, when 
it was disbanded and absorbed into the 1st Battalion, Royal Victorian Regiment. 
Today its traditions are maintained by ‘B’ Company, 5th/6th Battalion, Royal Victorian 
Regiment.

Battalions may carry two colours: a King’s or Queen’s Colour and a Regimental 
Colour. The Victorian Scottish Regiment was first granted a King’s Colour, awarded 
by His Majesty King George V in 1920. Some years later, following an Army Council 
Instruction, a crown was added above a crimson circle with the figure ‘5’ in the 
centre, surrounded by the title ‘The Victorian Scottish Regiment’.

An Historic Monument 

at Scots’ Church
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The assistance of Mary Cooper in the preparation of this article is acknowledged.

References: 
Scots’ Church Visitors Guide
The Argus, 13/11/1928, page 5.
The Argus, 27/7/1936, page 4.
Wikipedia: Colours, standard and guidons
Wikipedia: Victorian Scottish Regiment
Answers.com: Colours, banners and standards.

The Scots’ Church  memorial to members of the 5th Battalion, Victorian Scottish 
Regiment, who lost their lives in World War 1
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In the September 1918 edition of The Leaflet, there was an appeal from the 
committee of the Neglected Children’s Aid Society (later to be known as 
Kildonan) for goods or money to send boxes to their “old boys” who were on 
active service. Twenty eight boxes were sent.

The following letters were received from some of the boys who received a parcel, 
and appeared in The Leaflet of May 1919.

“Dear Miss Black (who was the manager of the Home),

In answer to the receipt of the nice parcel, which you sent me, I wish to thank both 
you and the other ladies who contributed towards the same for your kindness, also 
for thinking of me.  As you will see by the above address, we are in Syria, encamped 
a few miles out of the seaport town of Tripoli, which is a fair sized town. Damascus 
and Beirut are very nice cities, but I was disappointed with Jerusalem. We are 
anxiously awaiting the time to embark for home. I do hope it is not very far off, for 
I have had quite enough of this life, but I am awfully thankful that it has ended the 
way it has, and I hope that this is the end of all wars. I also hope that the peoples of 
the world will take a lesson from this catastrophe and that they will always know 
that Right must always triumph over Might. I hope this finds you all quite well and 
happy. Yours sincerely, RVT”

“Dear Miss Black, I got a parcel from the ladies of Scots’ Church, and I am enclosing a 
note in this letter thanking them for it. I am in a convalescent home now, but expect 
to be back on duty soon. There is a lot of sickness among the troops, but fortunately, 
I have escaped. I had a touch of influenza not long ago, but it soon passed off. 
Hoping you receive this short note, I remain yours truly  HB”

“To the ladies of Scots’ Church, - I received your kind and welcome parcel yesterday 
and it came in very handy. I thank you very much for the socks as I only had one 
pair till I got those you sent. I also thank you for the cake and pudding, &c. It makes 
a fellow think that he is home again. Thank you very much. HB”

Judith Kilmartin

From the Archives

Letters from Soldiers in World War 1
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Scots’ Seventeenth Grand Final Service

The Scots’ Church Grand Final Mid Week Service, held on 26th September, 
was a day when supporters of the AFL joined members of the congregation 
celebrating our Christian faith. The service was conducted by Rev Richard 
O’Brien with Rev Alistair Macrae, minister of Wesley Church, Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne, as the guest preacher. 

Rev Richard O’Brien led the congregation in prayer and the scripture reading from 
Matthew 5: 1-12 was read by Herbert Um, Business Manager, Sports Chaplaincy 
Australia. The music was provided by organist Douglas Lawrence OAM and trumpeter 
David Farrands and the congregation sang two selected hymns: Love Divine, all loves 
excelling and To God be the Glory with great enthusiasm.

Our guest preacher Rev Alistair Macrae in his sermon ‘Blessed are the winners and 
the losers’ commenced by speaking of his football playing days when he was minister 
at Mount Beauty. Playing for Mount Beauty he said was not always easy but his love 
of the game made the occasional win well worthwhile. Speaking of the Beatitudes 
where Jesus speaks of ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted’ 

The Sausage Sizzle team on the day of the Grand Final service
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and ‘Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth’ Alistair told 
the congregation the verses are very 
challenging to believers

Whilst God will not mourn for the 
supporters of the losing Grand Final, 
God will be there for those who are 
suffering and seeking comfort in 
whatever ails them in their lives. Also 
in the Grand Final the players will 
not be meek when they play for one 
another to win the game, as God sees 
meek being of strength for us believers 
as we seek the kingdom of God, said 
Alistair. He concluded his sermon by 
saying, as Christians we have received 
defined mercy, and God bless the 
winners and losers of the Grand Final 
on this coming Saturday.

It was a pleasure to hear the Word of 
God preached by Alistair and hear the 
positive response of the congregation 
to his sermon following the service.

Once again the outside of the church 
was decorated with balloons of the 
team colours of the two competing 
Grand Final sides Collingwood and 
West Coast. The fund raising team 

worked tirelessly in cooking sausages and providing tea and coffee for sale to city 
workers. Through their hard work they raised $1000 for Sports Chaplaincy Australia. 
Thank you to Dennis Conradi, Lois and Gordon Taylor, Margaret Lowe, Judith and Barry 
Kilmartin, Margaret E Lowe and Edward Thyer (Grandson of Robert and Margaret 
Lowe) for their support for the Grand Final.

The Grand Final Service is a special day in the life of our Church and we look forward 
to continuing the service in 2019.

Robert Lowe

Each year the church is decorated with balloons of the team 
colours of the Grand Final sides, creating a colourful display
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The Scots’ Church PWMU - September  Meeting
The guest speaker at the 12 September 2018 meeting was Kathy James 
from the Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee (HCCC), a service 
organisation within the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (PCV), currently 
convened by Rev Phil Court. The committee, on behalf of the General 
Assembly, is the fourth largest in the Presbyterian Church, responsible for an 
asset base of $3.5 million held in three trusts. The income from these assets 
finances the committee’s work.

They meet six times per year and work on behalf of the General Assembly of Victoria 
to facilitate in three general areas:

1. Healthcare Chaplaincy (paid and volunteer workers in metropolitan and regional  
 hospitals).

2. Community Chaplaincy (Police, Prisons, Deaf community, Tertiary Chaplaincy  
 with scope to expand in other growth areas e.g. Sports chaplaincy, emergency  
 ministries, CFA, industrial chaplaincy and street pastors etc.)

3. Support of PCV Pastors and Ministry families.

The Presbyterian Church is a member of a council called Spiritual Health Victoria—a 
multi-faith organisation—liaising with the government about how spiritual care can 
be delivered in the hospital setting. HCCC is one of the few Assembly committees 
that receives government funding each year. 

Kathy said, ‘the majority of our health care work is funded through the Harold 
Hughes Trust.’ In 1960, Mr Hughes gave $1 million to support the work of chaplaincy 
in Victorian metropolitan hospitals. This allowed, for the first time, Rev Theo Fishwick 
to be employed as Chaplain at the Royal Children’s Hospital. Four part time workers, 
who are not Ministers, now continue this work at the Royal Children’s Hospital, 
Northern Health and Western Health.

The Philippa Burnett Trust has a capital value of $560,000 that is used for:

pastoral support and counselling for Ministers and their families; funds the 
Presbyterian Family Camps; reimburses expenses to four PCV Police Chaplains.

Alison Robertson thanked Kathy for her interesting talk and presented her with a 
donation towards HCCC’s ongoing work.

Caroline Allinson
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Dr. Sen Sendjaya – A new appointment

Our warm congratulations to Sen Sendjaya, PhD 
who was appointed Professor of Leadership 
at Swinburne Business School, Swinburne 
University of Technology in June 2018. 

Sen is a leading scholar in the 
field of servant leadership, and  
has been awarded over half a million dollars in 
research grants from industry and government. 
In his role, Sen has delivered training for leaders 
in government, education, and pharmaceuticals, 
among others, and research seminars to academic 
audiences in Australia and overseas. 

The creator of the Servant Leadership Behaviour 
Scale (SLBS), Sen’s research has been published 
in many top-ranked scientific journals. He has also 
written a book on servant leadership behaviour in 
organisations.

Over his career to date, Sen has received a number of research and teaching awards. 
He has supervised to completion eight PhD and two Honours research students and 
has twice been nominated Supervisor of the Year. Sen’s research interests include 
reward leadership, destructive leadership, leadership development and workplace 
spirituality.

Sen is a Scots’ Church elder. He planted the Indonesian Congregation of The Scots’ 
Church in 2005, and continues to serve as its teaching pastor, working closely with the 
Rev. Christian Tirtha.

Sen’s wife, Dr. Lyfie Sugianto, continues in her role as Associate Professor at Monash 
Business School, Monash University. Please uphold both Sen and Lyfie in your prayers 
as they serve Christ in the increasingly secular setting of the Australian universities.

Our best wishes to Sen in his new position.

Dr. Sen Sendjaya, Professor of Leadership 
at Swinburne Business School, Swinburne 
University of Technology
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News from The Australian Chamber Choir

As usual, those of us who sing in the choir are very much looking forward to all 
the music for the Christmas season. You can read about our Messiah elsewhere 
in this leaflet. 

More than half the singers of the Scots’ Church Choir are also involved in one way or 
another with Douglas Lawrence’s other choir, the Australian Chamber Choir.

On December 8 and 9, the ACC will present A Baroque Christmas: music of Bach, 
Gabrieli, Schütz and Scheidt, with texts dealing with the expectation of the coming of 
the Messiah, the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary (“his wings as drifted snow, his eyes 
of flame”) and the birth of Christ.

The Australian Chamber Choir at St. Thomas Church, Leipzig, Germany in 2017.  Credit: Guruh Sukowati
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In 2019, the Australian Chamber Choir 
will present Bach’s St John Passion at 
Scots’ on Sunday afternoon 28 April. 
(The Scots’ choir will sing Bach’s Mass 
in B Minor in their usual free concert 
on Good Friday).

As well as their St John Passion at 
Scots’, the ACC will sing in other parts 
of Melbourne and regional Victoria: On 
Sunday 3 March 2019, Douglas will direct 
an ensemble of eight singers, known as 
the ACC8 singing Bach, Byrd, Brahms 
and Bruckner in the Chapel at the 
historic Mandeville Hall, Toorak. After 
the one-hour concert, we will move to 
the Oak Parlour for refreshments. This 
stately home designed by 19th century 
architect, Charles Webb is of special significance for its perfectly preserved interiors, 
with their original decoration and 1880s furniture. The chapel has limited seating, so 
booking is essential for this special event.

In June, the Australian Chamber Choir presents a very unusual program at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel in Middle Park: Terra Australis follows the history of the discovery 
and mapping of the continent of Australia. Each important discovery is paired with a 
piece of choral music from the same year: Two Portuguese merchants sailed between 
the Southern tip of America (Brazil) and another continent, resulting in a 1531 report 
by French scholar, Oronce Finé, describing a landmass entitled Terra Australis. We will 
sing a work by the Portuguese composer, Vicente Lusitano published in the same year 
as Finé’s report. More at www.AusChoir.org/Terra-Australis

We’ll take this program with us to Europe. You are very welcome to join the ACC’s 
European concert tour. Our first concert is a Matinee in the Cathedral of Ribe, the 
oldest town in Denmark. Our Friends group will stay in Ribe’s Hotel Dagmar. Directly 
opposite the Cathedral, this 1581 building was once the home of Ribe’s Lord Mayor. 
In the evening, the choir and the Friends group meet for a smorgasbord in a local 
restaurant. (The Swedes claim to have invented the smorgasbord, but this is heavily 
disputed by the Danes)! After dinner, we’re invited to walk Ribe’s streets with the night 
watchman, who will tell us stories of Ribe’s colourful past. Our tour continues in a 
similar way via Copenhagen, Schwerin, Berlin, Hannover, Bruges and Paris. The ACC is 
the guest choir for the Bastille Day service at the Cathedral of Notre Dame. Members 

The Choir sings at St. Thomas Church, Leipzig
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of our Friends group are welcome to continue with us from Paris to London, where 
we can be heard singing in St Martin-in-the-Fields on 16 July. More information can be 
found at www.AusChoir.org/tours

Concerts by the Australian Chamber Choir
Saturday 8 December at 3pm: A Baroque Christmas St Andrew’s, Brighton
Sunday 9 December at 3pm: A Baroque Christmas Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Middle Park
Sunday 3 March at 3pm: ACC8, Mandeville Hall, Toorak
Sunday 28 April at 3pm: Bach’s St John Passion, The Scots’ Church
Sunday 16 June at 3pm: Terra Australis, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Middle 
Park
June 30 to July 17: Concert Tour of Europe
More at www.AusChoir.org  or call Trudi on 045 2531 750

Elizabeth Anderson

The Oak Parlour at Mandeville Hall, Toorak – the venue for a 
concert in 2019
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Handel’s Messiah

George Frideric Handel’s Messiah will be performed on 
the evening of Saturday 15th December by the Choir of 
Scots’ Church, with the Scots’ Church Choir, soloists 
and Orchestra, conducted by Douglas Lawrence. 
The performance of this beautiful music has become 
a Christmas tradition at Scots’, and in many other 
churches and concert halls world-wide.

The oratorio, based on the text or libretto by Charles Jennens, 
consists of three parts, each of which addresses specific 
events in the life of Christ.

Part One is concerned with stories of Advent and Christmas.

Part Two covers Christ’s passion, resurrection and ascension, and the spread of the 
Christian message to the world.

Part Three is based on events written in the Book of Revelation. Many of the Biblical 
texts found in Messiah were selected from prophetic books in the Old Testament, 
including Isaiah, Haggai and Malachi.

The magnificent Hallelujah Chorus occurs at the end of Part Two. As this is sung the 
audience stands. This is a tradition that goes back to the time of King George II who 
attended a royal performance of Messiah. He was so impressed that he stood up for the 
whole Chorus. According to royal protocol, when the king or queen stands, everyone 
must remain standing until the monarch is seated again. The whole audience stood, 
with this becoming a tradition which has continued to this day. 

The work was written in just 24 days in 1741 and was first performed in 1742, as 
part of a series of charity concerts in Neal’s Music Hall, Dublin, with proceeds of 
the concert being promised to local hospitals for the mentally ill. Handel conducted 
performances of Messiah many times, often altering the music to suit the needs of the 
singers and orchestra available at the time. As a consequence, no single version can 
be regarded as the ‘authentic’ one.

The beautiful soprano aria, ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth’, is often sung at Christian 
funeral services. Above Handel’s grave in Westminster Abbey is a statue of the musician 
holding a musical score of this aria. Handel lived from 1685 to 1759.

References: 
Messiah (Handel) Wikipedia.

Portrait of George Frideric 
Handel by Balthasar Denner 
in oils, dated 1733. Credit: 
Public Domain
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Aurelius Prudentius – Hymn-Writer

The well-known Advent hymn, ‘Of the 
Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds 
began to be…’ is sung around the world at 
the time of Advent, as we prepare for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. 
The writer of this hymn was Aurelius 
Clemens Prudentius, born in the fourth 
century AD. The hymn was translated 
from the original Latin by John Mason 
Neale and Henry Williams Baker in the 
19th century. It is one of many fine hymns 
that came from Prudentius’ poems. ‘Of 
the Father’s love begotten’ and a hymn 
for Epiphany, ‘Earth has many a noble 
city’, both from his collection of hymns 
titled Cathemerinon, are the only two 
hymns still in use today.

Prudentius was born in 348 AD in the Roman 
province of Tarraconensis in northern Spain, 
although the town of his birth is uncertain. 
He was born into a distinguished Christian 
family and received an excellent education. 
He studied law and became an office holder, 
then rose to the position of a provincial 
governor on two occasions before being 
appointed to a high office in the court of 
Theodosius I. Born in Spain and also known 
as Theodosius the Great, he was the last 
Roman emperor to rule over both western 
and eastern halves of the Roman Empire, 
from 379 to 395 AD. 

In later years Prudentius retired from public 
life, brought somehow to feel that his life had 
been wasted. He became an ascetic, fasting 

The original version of Piae Cantiones, a plainsong 
melody from the Middle Ages combined with 
Prudentius’ poem, ‘Of the Father’s love begotten’. 
Credit: 1582, Finnish National Library, Henricus 
Theodoricus Nylandensis. Public Domain
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until the evening each day and eating only vegetarian food. He devoted himself to 
writing poetry in the service of the Church and religion. In 405 AD he collected all 
the Christian poems written during the period, and added a preface; this was the 
Cathemerinon.

The poetry of Prudentius was influenced by the works of other early Christian authors, 
as well as the Bible and the acts of martyrs. He also wrote literary works that were 
to have an influence on medieval allegorical literature. Prudentius’ writings merged 
Christianity with classical culture, making him a popular author. He died around 413 
AD, probably somewhere on the Iberian Peninsula. 

Possibly one of the oldest we still sing, the words of this Advent hymn are still as 
relevant today as they were when they were written so many centuries ago.

References: 
Bach Cantatas Website: Aurelius Prudentius (Hymn-Writer). http://www.bach-cantatas.com/Lib/Prudentius-Aurelius.htm
The Hymns and Carols of Christmas: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius 348 – ca.413.  https://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/
Hymns_and_Carols/Biographies/aurelius_clemens_prudentius.htm
Wikipedia: Prudentius.  https://en.wikpedia.org/wiki/Prudentius

It’s just great to have the opportunity to send Christmas Greetings and 
very best wishes to our friends on the other side of the world, and in 
particular to our fellow-travellers in the faith in Scots’ Church, Melbourne.  
We are, of course, very much enjoying being closer to the family here 
once again, but we do miss you!  Visits from Elizabeth, Gill, Paul, and 
Doug and Danise have helped; we even managed to meet up with Lionel 
who was playing his bagpipes at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo; and a 
holiday with Sol and Rosemary was quite special.  But we think of you all 
often, and hope that, after our big family wedding in April 2019 (youngest 
son, John and his fiancee Dominique) plans will begin to be prepared for 
a trip to Melbourne late 2019 or more probably 2020.

Meanwhile, if you’re anywhere near London, do let us know.

Wishing you God’s rich blessings for this Christmas and on into the New Year.

David and Gwen Currie (Assistant Minister 2011 - 2016)

Christmas Greetings from Rev. David and Gwen Currie
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Chemotherapy Care Packs – A sequel

In the last issue of The 
Leaflet (October 2018) 
an article by Alison 
Robertson provided 
an overview of the 
chemotherapy care 
packs she developed 
and distributed to 
several cancer centres 
around Melbourne in 
recent months. This 
initiative was funded 
by donations from 
various sources, with 
a major supporter 
being the Outreach 
Committee of Scots’ Church.

The Committee recently received this lovely letter of thanks from Carol, the sister-in-
law of our member Barbara Noisette:

‘To the Outreach Committee of the Scots’ Church Melbourne.

I wish to say a very warm thankyou to you.

I was very lucky to have received a care package as I commenced my 
“Chemotherapy Journey”.

The opportunity to know that other people care and share this journey with you 
gives the recipient strength. These journeys are not taken alone and the package 
proves that.

Again thankyou to the Outreach Committee for their kindness and thoughtfulness.

Love and thanks from Carol.’

Our thanks to Alison for her vision and initiative in developing these care packs, and 
for all the time she has spent in compiling the care packs and distributing them. 
This also involved making initial contact with the nursing staff in cancer centres 
and in following up with feedback.  Alison plans to continue the distribution of 
chemotherapy care packs, with the support of others through donations.

Alison Robertson delivering chemotherapy care packs to the Olivia Newton John Cancer 
and Wellness Centre at Austin Health, one of several hospitals to receive the packs
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Operation Christmas Child

For many years Scots’ Church 
has filled shoeboxes with gifts, 
through Operation Christmas 
Child, to be distributed around 
the world at Christmas for 
children in need. This year we 
donated 68 shoeboxes. Scots’ 
was also a collection point for 
the wider public, with a total 
of 151 Christmas shoeboxes 
being delivered to Samaritans’ 
Purse in Mitcham.

Operation Christmas Child is one 
part of the ministry of Samaritan’s 
Purse, which was founded in 1970 
with a vision “to meet emergency 
needs in crisis areas through 
existing evangelical mission 

agencies and national churches.”  Franklin Graham, son of evangelist Billy Graham, 
has been the President and Chairman of the Board of Samaritan’s Purse since 1978.

The origins of Operation Christmas Child go back to 1990, when Dave Cooke of 
Wrexham, North Wales, UK was moved by the horror of abandoned children in 
Romanian orphanages seen on television news. He asked his friends to help him fill a 
truck with toys to take to Romania. With an overwhelming response from local people, 
Operation Christmas Child was established as a charity and a convoy of vehicles 
carrying gift-filled shoeboxes went to Romania. A year later another Christmas convoy 
of vehicles with shoeboxes travelled to Romania. In 1992 the initiative expanded 
to include seven European countries and in 1993 countries also included Russia 
and African destinations. A program of ‘Songs of Praise’ with Alan Titchmarsh was 
broadcast from Wrexham, UK, with a live link to the Operation Christmas Child team 
in a church in Romania, raising awareness of the initiative. At this time Operation 
Christmas Child also opened an orphanage, based on a family model, in Romania. 
Medical aid was sent to Rwanda in response to the genocide, so its small beginnings 

The well-known logo of Operation Christmas Child.  
Credit: www.geekalama.com.  Creative Commons
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had expanded rapidly to meet diverse needs over a number of countries in just a few 
years.

In 1995 Operation Christmas Child merged with Samaritan’s Purse and the Christmas 
shoebox appeal was launched in other countries around the world. Over the following 
years the charity continued to expand and by 2012 over 100 million gift-filled boxes 
had been distributed during the 23 years since its inception. This had increased to 124 
million boxes in 150 countries by 2016.

The story of Operation Christmas Child shows that it is possible to make great things 
happen from small beginnings when someone takes the initiative for practical action.  
Our thanks to all from Scots’ Church and beyond who contribute to this worthwhile 
cause each year.

References: 
History: Samaritan’s Purse.  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/our-ministry/history/
History of Operation Christmas Child. https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/who-we-are/our-history/history-of-operation-
christmas-child/
Lifeway: The Story of Operation Christmas Child by Franklin Graham, 20th October 2016. https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/
franklin-graham-the-story-of-operation-christmas-child

Children enjoying the gift of a Christmas box.  Credit: www.kirbiegoestohollywood.com. Creative Commons
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches past  
and present

St. Andrew’s Eddington

St. Andrew’s 
P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church Eddington 
(later Uniting) 
has a history that 
began in 1862. An 
important focus 
for the community 
over the years, the 
present residents 
of Eddington are 
working to preserve 
the church building, 
now deconsecrated, 
as a community 
asset.

The small rural town of Eddington is located 130 kilometres north-west of Melbourne 
and 12 kilometres east of Dunolly. Initially settled by Captain John Eddington in 1838, 
the longer term pioneers of the district were the Simsons, who were pastoralists and 
after whom a local district and  mountain range were later named. The first land sale 
in Eddington took place in 1857, with good agricultural land being available along 
the flats of the nearby Loddon River. The town soon developed and by 1865 there 
were Anglican, Presbyterian and Primitive Methodist churches, also a school, flour 
mill, two hotels and brewery. Laanecoorie Reservoir, established in 1890, resulted 
in the inundation of much of the productive land along the river flats. In the early 
years of the 20th century the town’s population gradually decreased. The Methodist 
church closed in the 1950s and only the Presbyterian church continued after 1972. 
It is now the last of the old buildings of the town to remain in public hands. The 
school, now a private residence, closed in 1992. Eddington continues as a small but 
viable community.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church soon after its completion.   
Credit: Courtesy of Anne Doran
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In 1862 the Presbytery of 
Castlemaine sent the Rev. J. 
Steele to the Eddington district in 
order to meet with Presbyterian 
residents, hoping to establish a 
church there. He received a hearty 
reception at a meeting held at the 
Argyle Hotel on 11th August 1862, 
with later meetings held at the 
home of a resident. A committee 
of five men was formed, meeting 
weekly and joined some two 
months later by another 17 people. The committee moved quickly and, in January 
1863 the Rev. S. A. Hamilton, who had recently come to Australia from Scotland, was 
inducted into the charge of Tarnagulla and Eddington. As soon as the minister was 
settled in tenders were called for the erection of a church building, with Mr. Nottage 
being appointed as the builder. The foundation stone was laid by Mrs. White, the 
wife of Captain White, on 11th October 1863.  The church was constructed of brick, 
the ceiling was lined with softwood, and the walls plastered. Some years later the 
vestry was added. Services were held in the Primitive Methodist Church prior to 
the completion of St. Andrew’s Church. Later funds were raised for a Sunday school 
extension. St. Andrew’s Eddington separated from Tarnagulla in 1866 and joined 
with Dunolly and Bet Bet, with the Rev. H. H. Finlay becoming minister at the time. 
He was followed by the Rev. L .Lawson in 1874, and subsequently by a succession of 
faithful ministers.  Many years later, in 1938, Tarnagulla again came into the Dunolly 
charge. 

In the 1920s memorial stained glass windows were added to the church, these 
being unveiled by the then premier of Victoria, Mr Harry Lawson. He was born in 
Dunolly, the son of the Rev. Lawson, and was educated at a local school prior to 
attending Scotch College, Melbourne for a short time. He studied law in Melbourne, 
practised in Castlemaine, and was elected to the Victorian Legislative Assembly in 
1899, holding office as the Victorian premier from 1918 to 1924. 

St. Andrew’s Eddington joined with the Dunolly Methodist Church, becoming the 
Dunolly United Church, some years prior to the formation of the Uniting Church. 
In 1977 the Dunolly United Church became Uniting; this included the Eddington 
congregation.

St. Andrew’s Church after refurbishment. Credit: Unknown
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The 100th anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone of St. Andrew’s was 
celebrated on 6th October 1963, with more than 300 people present on that day. 
The 125th anniversary was celebrated in 1988, with another well attended service. 
Services, baptisms, weddings and funerals, and carols by candlelight continued over 
the years under the auspices of the Dunolly church. However by 2000 the building 
had deteriorated. At the time a local girl who had attended Sunday school at St. 
Andrew’s wished to have her wedding there as the church held special significance 
for her. The local community pooled their resources and made good the deficits in 
the building, with the very special marriage being held there.

With a shrinking congregation, regular services ceased in 2013. After a final service 
in the building in 2015 it was deconsecrated. Currently the building is closed to the 
public due to safety concerns. The local community, through Eddington Community 
Incorporated, is hoping to buy the church building back from the Uniting Church. 
The building will require a considerable amount of refurbishment as it does not 
have electricity, heating or cooling at present. However it is heartening to see the 
efforts being made by this small community to retain St. Andrew’s as a community 
asset.

References: 
Bendigo Advertiser, 22nd March 2018. ‘Eddington residents vow to fight for their church’ by Tom O’Callaghan.  https://
www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/5300973/eddington-residents-vow-to-fight-for-their-church/
Eddington Victoria: Our Churches.  https://www.eddingtonvic.com.au/our-churches.html
Forbes, Neil W. G.  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Victoria. The Clanalder Press, Havelock (Victoria), 1967, in association 
with Clanalder Archives. 
Victorian Places: Eddington.  http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/eddington
Wikipedia: Harry Lawson. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Lawson

St. Andrew’s Church, Eddington, now unoccupied.  
Credit:  Courtesy Val Morrison

St. Andrew’s Church, the last old building in the 
town still in public hands. Credit:  Courtesy Val 
Morrison
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for 
kids

Word search
Matthew 2 
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions.
(Solution on page 4) 

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Amazing maze 
Help the wise men find their way to the infant Jesus.

Matthew 2

F O L D R E A M L O W F

H T E R A Z A N M M T R

M Y R R H H E E S E S A

T E A R J T H D U L G N

J T G M W E L V A A W K

N R R Y L I D L L S O I

F A D H P J S I E U R N

B V T O Y T L E H R S C

Q E T O R E K Z C E H E

B L J M E E R K R J I N

D W V C X C H M A X P S

N M R D L O G N H M F E

The words to find ...
ARCHELAUS
BETHLEHEM

DREAM
EGYPT

FRANKINCENSE
GALILEE
GOLD

HEROD
JERUSALEM

JOY
MYRRH

NAZARETH
TRAVEL

WISE
WORSHIP 
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Saint Nicholas and Sinterklaas

Although very few of the historical 
facts around the life of Saint Nicholas 
can be verified, the various accounts 
of events in his life, some written 
centuries later, concur on the essence 
of his story. The lack of detail from 
the period in which he lived is not 
surprising, as it was a turbulent period 
of Roman history. In addition, at that 
time all written records were kept 
on parchment or papyrus, both less 
durable than modern paper. It was 
necessary to copy texts periodically 
in order for records to be preserved.

According to tradition Nicholas was 
born in 270 AD in the port city of Patara 
in Asia Minor, part of the Roman Empire, 
to a wealthy family of Greek Christians. 
Following the death of his parents 
Nicholas is reputed to have distributed 
the wealth he inherited to the poor, 
as he sought to assist the needy, sick 
and suffering. As a young man he was 
appointed the Bishop of Myra, an ancient 

Greek city in Asia Minor (now modern-day Demre in Turkey). During the reign of 
Emperor Diocletian (from 283 to 305 AD) he was imprisoned for a time in a period  
of great persecution of Christians, but was released after Constantine the Great 
became emperor in 306 AD. 

There is historical evidence that Nicholas attended the First Council of Nicaea in 325 
AD and was one of the bishops who signed the Nicene Creed, still used today in many 
churches. He died in December 343 AD in Myra, and was buried in his cathedral 
church. Over the centuries many stories and legends of St. Nicholas, including his acts 
of generosity and kindness, and extraordinary character, have been told.  

Less than 200 years after the death of Nicholas, the Church of St. Nicholas was built 
over the site of the earlier church where he had served as bishop, and his remains 

Portrait of St. Nicholas, first part of 13th century AD. 
Credit: St. Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai, Egypt. Photo: K. 
Weitzmann, Public Domain



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---   D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8

P A G E  4 1

were moved to the new church. However in 1087 AD, during a period of war, a group 
of Italian merchants from Bari removed some of his remains and took them back to 

their city, where they were enshrined in the 
Basilica di San Nicola, so that pilgrims could 
have easier access than in Myra. Pilgrims still 
visit the Basilica today. Through the centuries 
St. Nicholas has been venerated by Roman 
Catholics and the Orthodox Church, and 
honoured by Protestants. The feast day of 
St. Nicholas, on 6th December, is still widely 
celebrated in Europe. He is the patron saint 
of a long list of people including sailors, 
merchants, children and students amongst 
others. 

The generosity of Nicholas to those in need, 
especially children, is seen as a model of 
compassion. His secret giving of presents 
gave rise over time to the Dutch tradition 
of Sinterklaas, from which Santa Klaus has 
come. The stories of goodness and generosity 
were kept alive through various traditions, 
with sharing of small gifts on his feast day. 
The giving of small presents early in Advent 
is also seen as helping to preserve Christmas 
Day with a focus on the birth of Christ. When 
Dutch people migrated to other parts of the 
world, they took the tradition of Sinterklaas 
with them. Santa Claus (Father Christmas) is 
now a part of Christmas celebrations around 
the world, but it is important to remember 
that his origins can be traced back to St. 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, a generous and 
compassionate man who lived so long ago.

References: 
St. Nicholas Center: Who is St. Nicholas?   http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/who-is-st-nicholas/
Whychristmas.com/JPC-DESIGN: The Man Behind the Story of Father Christmas/Santa Claus.  https://www.whychristmas.com/
customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
Wikipedia: Saint Nicholas.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas

San Nicola Church, Bari, Italy. Credit: Berthold 
Werner, 2016, Creative Commons
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Across

1. To what city did the wise men of the
east travel?

2. Who was king at the time of Jesus'
birth?

4. To what country did Mary and Joseph
flee with Jesus?

8. The wise men spoke of the infant Jesus
as king of the __________

9. Who ruled in Judea after Herod's death?
10. The wise men brought gifts of gold,

myrrh and ____________
12. How were the wise men warned to

return home another way?

Down

1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
______________

3. What did the wise men do when they
found Jesus?

5. When Herod spoke to the wise men he
was ______________

6. Herod killed all the baby boys around
what city?

7. Jesus and his family settled in what
town?

11. To what land did Mary and Joseph
return with Jesus after Herod died?
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Across
1.  To what city did the wise  
 men of the east travel?  

2.  Who was king at the time of  
 Jesus’  birth? 

4.  To what country did Mary  
 and Joseph flee with Jesus?

8.  The wise men spoke of the  
 infant Jesus as king of the 
  _____________ .

9.  Who ruled in Judea after  
 Herod’s death?

10.  The wise men brought gifts  
 of gold, myrrh and 
  _____________ .

12.  How were the wise men  
 warned to return home  
 another way?

Down
1.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
 of ____________.

3.  What did the wise men do  
 when they found Jesus?

5.  When Herod spoke to the  
 wise men he was 
  _____________ . 

6.  Herod killed all the baby boys  
 around  what city?

7.  Jesus and his family settled in  
 what town?

11.  To what land did Mary and  
 Joseph return with Jesus after  
 Herod died? 
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