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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover: The congregation joining in ‘The Big Hymn Sing’ on 23rd March.
Inside back cover: Praying Hands, Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528).

mailto:admin@scotschurch.com
http://www.scotschurch.com
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Dear Friends,

As I write we have just completed a season of preach-
ing through Matthew’s gospel in our Sunday morning 
sermons. I have made it my habit since I came to 
Scots’ Church to follow one of the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark or Luke) from Christmas to Easter 
each year. Each time we come to a particular gospel, 

I select a slightly different sequence of passages, but with the aim of progressing 
us sequentially through the stories of Jesus from anticipation, through his birth, his 
ministry, miracles and teaching, leading up to the events of Easter week, the resur-
rection and concluding with ascension.

Little is known about Matthew. In chapter 9, we read that he was a tax collector who 
was actually sitting at his tax collector’s booth when Jesus called him to follow him 
and he followed, seemingly without hesitation. The same story is told in Mark 2 and 
Luke 5, but with the tax collector called Levi, son of Alphaeus.

It was not uncommon for people to use two different names. Sometimes this 
reflected different languages that were in common use or different ethnic com-
munities living intermingled. Paul, for example, is initially known by his Hebrew 
name Saul, but started using his Roman name when he began to preach to Roman 
people. Sometimes a new name would reflect a significant change in their life, such 
as Simon being given the name Peter, which means ‘the rock’, by Jesus. Sometimes 
the second name was just a nickname, like Thomas who was called Didymus, which 
means ‘the twin’. In any case, the stories are so similar that few scholars have ever 
doubted that Matthew and Levi are the same person.

Matthew’s first act in following Jesus was to throw a great feast in his house, which 
gives rise to two expressions that are significant foundations in our understanding 
of Christian faith and our life’s calling.

The first is that Jesus ‘ate with tax collectors and sinners’. Tax collectors were 
despised by their fellow Jews because of their collaboration with the Romans, so 

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson



P a g e  2

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  J u n e  2 0 1 4

their social company 
was a mixed bag of other 
people who were ostra-
cised or marginalised 
because of their unspeci-
fied sins. Jesus eating 
with them caused great 
offence to the religious 
leaders of the day who 
thought that the role of 
religion was to make us all pure, which meant that we should separate ourselves 
from people of bad character. Jesus answered this with another famous expression: 
‘Those who are well have no need for a doctor.’

The common religious fear of contamination by mixing with sinful people was 
turned on its head by the Son of God who would leave behind the sinless purity 
of heaven to surrender himself to the company of sinful men and women. He has 
come for those who need him. He is making a house-call on the sick and the dying 
to offer them a cure and a comfort.

Our role as a church is to continue that ministry in the name of Jesus. No church 
should ever become an enclave that is satisfied with its own company, but should 
be looking out from itself to find the people who need Jesus. This is what lies 
behind many of our ministries—the Flemington mission, the Outreach Committee, 
the Pastoral Care team, PWMU support for missionaries—and is pushing us towards 
new things such as the mission shaped intro course we ran recently and the Street 
Pastors program that we are currently establishing in Yarra City.

It is also what inspires our desire to connect with community events such as the 
Grand Final and the Comedy Festival. Some church people may not be happy 
about these things, wondering whether it lowers the dignity of the church or asso-
ciates us with whatever sin they can identify in the ‘worship’ of football or the 
‘depravity’ of modern comedy. But Jesus came neither to condemn these things nor 
be contaminated by them, rather to get alongside them and to transform them. So 
must we.

Every blessing,

Douglas

In our next issue in August, read 
about:

St George’s Geelong – an historic Presbyterian •	
church

An account of missionary work over many •	
years in Papua/New Guinea
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The Sermon on the Mount

The following is how I introduced our new series on 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, found in Matthew, chap-
ters 5 to 7:

Over the course of history, there have been many 
good public speeches and sermons. But even these 

good speeches and sermons can end up as wrapping paper for fish and chips. 
But there is one sermon that stands out. Because for 2000 years people have 
been quoting this sermon.  Here are some samples from that sermon.

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.’

‘if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.’

‘so whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.’

My mother use to quote that to me when I was a child.

This particular speech is around 2300 words long.  You can read it out aloud 
in around 10 minutes. It was given 2000 years ago, by an itinerant preacher, 
in a backwater of a long gone empire. There was no television, no newspaper, 
no radio let alone internet and SMS. The preacher had no military force, no 
personal body guards. And yet, Parliaments around this nation pray a part of 
this speech.  It has impacted our society on what we believe, how we live, and 
how we want other people to live.  And yet – when we read it and get into it – 
it is a very confronting document, by a very confronting preacher.

Of course this is the Sermon on the Mount spoken by Jesus recorded in 
Matthew chapters 5 to 7. It defines the character of a Christian, it has different 
values to the world around us on how to live, how to treat other people, what 
we value and our ambitions. Throughout this Sermon Jesus is continually 
putting questions to you – is this who you are? Are you living counter-cultural-
ly to the world around you and do you know what that means?

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien
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Over the past couple of years, in my conversations with people here in the Central 
Business District, I have learnt there is almost a total unfamiliarity with the Sermon 
on the Mount. So to help with this unfamiliarity, we are preaching through the 
Sermon on the Mount at the Thursday Lunchtime Series (1.00 pm) and at 
engage (Scots’ 5.00 pm service).

I have also prepared a Bible study book to go with the series. This will mean that 
people are able to engage with the Sermon on the Mount in three different ways: 
personally, at home, by working through the Bible study material; in community, in 
our Bible study and prayer groups at City Bible Study on Tuesday nights; and 
by listening to the sermons preached either at the 5.00 pm engage service or at 
Thursday lunchtimes.

Our prayer is that learning what Jesus has said in the Sermon on the Mount will 
help us to grow spiritually.

Richard

The location of ‘The Sermon on the Mount’

Although the exact place is not known, the tradi-
tional location for the delivery of the Sermon on the 
Mount is the Mount of Beatitudes, a hill in north-
ern Israel. Also known as Mount Eremos, this site is 
located between Capernaum and Gennesaret. The 
hillside is spacious and allows room for crowds to 
gather.

On the summit of the mount is a Catholic chapel built 
in 1939 by the Franciscan Sisters. A Byzantine church 
was erected near the site in the fourth century, and 
was in use until the seventh century. Some remains of 
this early church are still visible.

Reference: Mount of Beatitudes, http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtbeatitudes.
htm.

Mount of Beatitudes, seen 
from Capernaum

http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtbeatitudes.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtbeatitudes.htm
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Not So Much an Article

I could not believe it when I got an email from ‘the 
boss’ (sorry—the Editor, Rosalie) reminding me that 
I could submit an article for our next edition of The 
Leaflet.

‘Is it alright if I put together something about how 
much we enjoyed having Finlay and his parents out visiting us from London?’ ‘Of 
course!’ So, this is ‘not so much an article, more an update from Gran and Granda!’

We were, of course, thrilled to bits to welcome them at the airport; Gwen pushed a 
furry toy into the pram beside our grandson with the words: ‘Welcome to Australia, 
Finlay. This is Eddie the Emu!’ It went everywhere with him!

Once they got over their jet lag, they soon got into a routine. Finlay still was not sleep-
ing right through the night, so when he woke up at 5.00 am and bawled his head off, 
Jenny would come through to our room: ‘Do you want to take him for an hour or so, 
Mum and Dad?’ Still tired, 
but of course we loved it. 
He would lie in the dark 
for a while, then he would 
want to sit up (at eight 
months, at least he was 
not crawling off the bed 
yet!), then he would look 
at Gwen, then he would 
check me out, then he 
would just bounce for a 
while!

Right, that is it. We need-
ed to tire him out, so we 
took him to the swings 

Assistant Minister
The Rev. David Currie

Finlay with Eddie the Emu.
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in the park, and we took 
him swimming! We even 
managed one or two trips 
slightly further afield: 
Yarra Glen, Williamstown, 
and, of course, the Twelve 
Apostles and the Great 
Ocean Road.

Our daughter Jennifer 
and our son-in-law Matt 
just loved their time here, 
meeting all our friends at 
Scots’ Church. And Gwen 
and I were reminded 
again how vulnerable 
young children are; how 
helpless, how absolutely 
dependent they are on a 
parent figure. In a similar 
way, we too are helpless; 
absolutely dependent on 
our Loving Father.

Jesus called a child 
whom he put among 
them and said, ‘Truly I tell 
you, unless you change 
and become like chil-
dren, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.’ 
(Matthew 18:2)

Thanks to everyone who was able to lend us cot, car seat, baby seat and assorted 
toys. For now, we are the ‘Skype grandparents’.

May God richly bless our extended church family at Scots’.

David and Gwen

Water baby Finlay enjoying the pool.

From left: David, Finlay and Gwen enjoy the Great Ocean Road.
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New Members and New Elders:
A Season of Renewal

April was an eventful month in the life of St Stephen’s 
Flemington.

As you might expect, Easter was a highlight. We com-
bined with five other local churches to mark Good 

Friday with a ‘Way of the Cross’ service and pilgrimage of readings from Luke’s 
account of Christ’s passion, prayers, reflections and hymn singing. Our Easter 
Sunday service was well attended, with many receiving the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. But it was the Sundays at either end of April that made it so special in 
the life and growth of the congregation.

Sunday, 6th April saw us admitting five brothers and sisters into communicant mem-
bership: Mr Ricky and Mrs Johanna Sihombing, Ms Thelma McLeod, and Mr Laurie 
and Mrs Gita Jenkins. The sermon dealt with the meaning of church membership, 
based on Romans 15:1-7, 13.

Sunday, 27th April saw the first ordination of new elders from St Stephen’s for 30 
years.1 Our new elders are Mr Ronnie Adahali and Mr Jack Laisanna. Both men 
underwent a course of instruction and preparation for the eldership and, following 
their nomination, they were unanimously elected and endorsed by the congregation.

Four ministers participated in the service:

The Rev. Henk De Waard led worship and preached the sermon in English and •	
Indonesian. His theme was gospel ambition, based on John 13:12-17 and Mark 
10:35-45;

The Rev. Richard O’Brien led us in our prayer of adoration, confession and •	
supplication;

1 St Stephen’s elders Bob Farquharson and Harry Burge were already ordained elders prior to joining the St 
Stephen’s congregation.

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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The Rev. Douglas •	
Robertson brought 
the greetings of The 
Scots’ Church, and 
led our prayer of 
thanksgiving and 
intercession;

I conducted the •	
formal process of 
ordination and 
induction.

Jack’s and Ronnie’s fami-
lies also took an active 
part, with Ronnie’s wife 
Susana and Jack’s daugh-
ter Fiona, reading the 
lessons.

The choir, led by Ricky 
Sihombing, sang Shout to 
the Lord.

When it came to the 
laying on of hands for 
the ordination, the min-
isters were joined by St 
Stephen’s elders Mrs Betty 
Harding, Mr Harry Burge 
and Mr Bob Farquharson; 

Scots’ Church elders Mr Dennis Conradi, Mr Stewart Banks and Mr Barry Kilmartin; 
and retired minister the Rev. Philip Simmonds. It was also a special pleasure that 
retired St Stephen’s elder, Mrs Shirley Kelham, was able to attend the service.

We pray that our current season of renewal and growth might continue, and that 
the gospel of grace might take root in many hearts as we seek to build each other 
up in the faith and welcome new comers into our midst.

Phil

Thelma, Ricky, Johanna, Gita and Laurie are admitted to communicant 
membership of St Stephen’s.

Elders and ministers lay hands on Jackie Laisanna and Ronnie 
Adahali as they are ordained and inducted into the eldership.
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On a lovely autumn 
day, on Saturday, 29th 
March, Eilidh Robertson 
and Benjamin Crowley 
were married at Scots’ 
Church.

The Rev. Richard O’Brien 
was the officiating minis-
ter, with best man: Ryan 
McCarter; groomsmen: 
Thomas Denner and Ben 
Johnston; and brides-
maids: Mairi Robertson, 
Priscilla Barton and 
Michelle Rassool. Duncan 
Robertson was ring bear-
er, and Maisie and Tavish 
Tares were flower girl and 
page boy respectively.

Many family members, 
including Alison’s parents; 
her sister Kirsteen with 
her children Maisie and 
Tavish; and Douglas’s 
brother Malcolm; trav-
elled to Melbourne from 
Scotland for the occasion.

Following the wedding 
service, the bridal party 
was joined by about 250 
family members and 
friends for a delicious 

A Special Wedding at Scots’ Church

Eilidh and Ben with the Robertson family. From left: Alison, Mairi, 
Eilidh, Ben, Douglas and Duncan.

Eilidh with her family.
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afternoon tea in the Assembly Hall. A reception at Fitzroy Town Hall followed in the 
evening, which was catered for by friends from Eilidh’s work. The band that played 
in the evening was The Rathdowne Street Big Band, of which Eilidh is a member.

Eilidh and Ben travelled to North Korea for their honeymoon, taking some time in 
Malaysia, China and South Korea along the way.

Our best wishes to Eilidh and Ben for a wonderful future together!

Religion in North Korea
Eilidh and Ben Crowley will be able to provide some interesting insights 
into North Korea, where they travelled on their recent honeymoon. In this 
country, about 65 percent of the population of almost 23 million are now ir-
religious, with Christians accounting for only 1.7 percent and the remainder 
following Korean Shamanism, Cheondoism or Buddhism.

Although the first Christian missionary, a Catholic, arrived in 1785, there was persecu-
tion by the government until 1881 when an Open Door policy with Western countries 
brought missionaries in. They established schools, universities, hospitals and orphan-
ages, and played an important role in assisting to modernise the country.

From the mid 20th century, with North Korea officially an atheist state, Christians 
have continued to exist under difficult circumstances. In 1988, there was a change 
that allowed them to hold worship services in the open in church for the first time 
since the Korean War. They continue to exist in small numbers, probably meeting 
in underground groups.

In Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea, there are four churches. Two of these are 
Protestant and another is officially Catholic, although it has no functioning priest. 
A Russian Orthodox church was consecrated in 2006. Foreign visitors are able to 
attend church services.

The Korean Christian Federation, a state-controlled body, is the official representa-
tive of Christianity in North Korea and is responsible for contacts with churches 
and governments abroad.

Reference: Religion in North Korea, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_North_Korea
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Vale Ingrid Wiggin

One of our regular and much-loved clients, Ingrid Wiggin, died of kidney failure on 
28th April, at the age of 63. Ingrid was a fixture on mission open days for many years, 
often accompanied by her father Richard, and sometimes by her daughter Angelika.

Born in East Germany, she escaped 
with her parents and sister Monika 
in 1956, eventually settling in Ballarat 
before moving to Melbourne. Sadly, she 
suffered from long-term mental illness 
following the birth of her daughter. 
Amongst other things, the medication 
she relied on was also damaging to her 
kidneys, contributing to a gradual dete-
rioration in her health.

Despite these burdens, she maintained 
a lively faith and a keen involvement in 
community activity. She was a founding 
member of the Choir of Hard Knocks, 
and its successor, the Choir of Hope 
and Inspiration.

Ingrid’s funeral was held in St George’s 
Anglican Church, Travancore, on 
Sunday afternoon, 4th May. The church 
was overflowing as an amazing diver-
sity of people gathered to give thanks 
for her life.

We sang her favourite hymns; God 
is Love, How Great Thou Art, and To 
God Be the Glory. On the spur of the 
moment, Ingrid’s many fellow choris-
ters scattered throughout the church, 

News from the Flemington Mission

Ingrid Wiggin, 15 September 1950 -- 28 April 2014.

Ingrid with the Choir of Hard Knocks at the 
Melbourne Town Hall, June 2007
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sang as a reprise of the last verse and chorus of To God Be the Glory. It was a 
sheer delight.

One of Ingrid’s choir companions told the mourners of her dilemma when singing 
their signature Leonard Cohen song, Hallelujah:

‘How do you feel about singing the line, “Maybe there’s a God above”’, she asked 
Ingrid.

‘I don’t sing it’, she replied. ‘What I sing is: “Baby, there’s a God above.”’

There is no doubt about it: the mission volunteers and a great many mission guests 
will miss Ingrid Wiggin. But she will certainly be long remembered.

Phil Court
Missioner

The mission church

Are you aware that a further link be-
tween the Flemington mission and St 
Stephen’s Church has been forged, with 
a worship service being conducted on 
the third Tuesday morning of each 
month. This provides an opportunity for 
people coming to the Mission to join in 
worship. It has been another means of 
providing for the spiritual welfare of the 
many people who come to the mission 
for assistance, and the numbers at the service are slowly increasing.

Consider becoming a regular donor to the Flemington Mission

Why not support the mission by making a regular automatic donation. It could be 
weekly, fortnightly, monthly or quarterly. This helps the mission to maximise what 
they are able to provide through bulk purchasing of foods.

Make electronic transfers to: BSB: 083 004 and Account No: 51512 1952.

The mission church at worship
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On Sunday, 23rd March, ‘The 
Big Hymn Sing’, compered by 
Christopher Lawrence, well known 
through his program on ABC Radio, 
and conducted by Douglas Lawrence 
OAM, was held in the church.

It was a wonderful occasion, with 
hundreds of people from Scots’ and 
elsewhere joining in the singing of 
favourite hymns, and some newer ones 
as well. The organ was enhanced by 
the David Farrands Brass Ensemble 
for some hymns. The Engage Music 
Group, from the evening service, led 
the singing of several hymns. The choir 
sang the stirring anthem, I was glad, by 
Charles Parry, and the evening conclud-
ed with the magnificent hymn, Thine 
be the glory, risen conquering Son. It 
was a memorable experience for all 
concerned!

With a career spanning more than 
25 years of broadcasting, Christopher 
Lawrence has also written and pro-
duced documentaries, and conducted 
most of Australia’s capital city sym-
phony orchestras. He has been the 
recipient of many awards for his work. 
He has written several books, including 
Hymns of the Forefathers based on his 
documentary series about the history of 
hymns.

The ‘Big Hymn Sing’

Scots’ Church member Ron Johnston (left) with 
compere Christopher Lawrence.

The David Farrands Brass Ensemble warming up 
for the occasion.

The Engage Music Group, from the Scots’ Engage 
evening service.
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Jennifer Young came across the following guide to the singing of hymns by 
John Wesley, an Anglican evangelist and founder of the Wesleyan Tradition. 
He was also the brother of Charles Wesley, who wrote some of our best-loved 
hymns. Wesley may well have been impressed by the wonderful singing of the 
congregation at our recent ‘Big Hymn Sing’!

Directions For Singing
From John Wesley’s Select Hymns with Tunes Annext (1761)

That this part of Divine Worship may be more acceptable to God, as well as the more 
profitable to yourself and others, be careful to observe the following directions:

I Learn these tunes before you learn any others; afterwards learn as many as 
you please.

II Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without altering or mending 
them at all; and if you have learned to sing them otherwise, unlearn it as 
soon as you can.

III Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can.  
Let not a slight degree of weakness or weariness hinder you. If it is a cross 
to you, take it up, and you will find it a blessing.

IV Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half 
dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid 
of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard, than when you 
sung the songs of Satan.

V Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the 
rest of the congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to 
unite your voices together, so as to make one clear melodious sound.

VI Sing in time. Whatever time is sung be sure to keep with it. Do not run 
before nor stay behind it; but attend close to the leading voices, and move 
therewith exactly as you can; and take care you sing not too slow. This 
drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is high time to 
drive it out from us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we did at first.

Guide to Hymn Singing
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VII Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye on God in every word you sing. Aim 
at pleasing him more than yourself, or any other creature. In order to do this 
attend strictly to the sense of what you sing, and see that your heart is not 
carried away with the sound, but offered to God continually, so shall your 
singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you when he 
cometh in the clouds of heaven.

A little more about brothers John and Charles Wesley….

John and Charles, the 15th and 18th children of Samuel Wesley, an Anglican cler-
gyman, and his wife Susanna, were born and grew up in the village of Epworth, 
Lincolnshire, England. Epworth was a poverty-stricken area, where only a few could 
read or write, and where outsiders were viewed with suspicion.

John won a scholarship to Charterhouse School in London, where Charles joined 
him two years later. John went on to study at Christ Church, Oxford, in 1720, where 
Charles again followed him some six years later.

Ordained in 1725, John assisted his father at Epworth for two years before returning 
to Oxford. During this time, Charles and his fellow students applied themselves to 
studies and religious duties. John became their leader and formed the Holy Club 
on his return. The methodical ways of the group led to their nickname ‘Methodists’. 
John began to formulate the foundation of Methodist beliefs that salvation was 
for all, and that everyone should strive for Christian perfection. Charles, ordained a 
priest in 1735, travelled with John to mission fields, both returning to England dis-
pirited and depressed. They gradually recovered, and took to open air preaching to 
take the word of God to people.

The brothers always maintained their conviction that the Gospel was for all. John 
preached Methodist theology and Charles enabled people to learn it through the 
singing of the hymns he composed.

Charles died in 1788 at the age of 80, and is buried in the churchyard of 
Marylebone Parish Church, London. John died in 1791 having preached 40,000 ser-
mons and travelled over 400,000 kilometres during his ministry.

References: BBC Religion & Ethics, Charles Wesley, BBC, 2009, viewed May 2014, <http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christi-
anity/people/charleswesley_1.shtml>; BBC Local, John Wesley at Epworth, BBC, 2004, viewed May 2014, <http://www.bbc.co.uk/
humber/famous_folk/wesley/biography.shtml>.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christi�anity/people/charleswesley_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christi�anity/people/charleswesley_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christi�anity/people/charleswesley_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/humber/famous_folk/wesley/biography.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/humber/famous_folk/wesley/biography.shtml
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An update on building works at 150 Collins Street
Works to the Russell Street entrance to the new building and the approach 
to the rear of Scots’ Church are progressing well. Work is also continuing 
on the walkway from Collins Street, between the church and Assembly 
Hall buildings.

Works continue to fo-
cus on the installation 
of services and the 
internal fit of the build-
ing. Work is proceeding 
on electrical and duct 
installations, and the 
substation room. The 
ceiling grids are being 
installed, together with 
lighting. Three building 
lifts are operational.

Work has also com-
menced on the shop 
fronts at ground level in 
Little Collins Street.

The remaining site tower 
crane has now been re-
moved, providing an 
uninterrupted view of the 
new building from Russell 
Street. It is also possible to 
visualize the large open 
foyer  between the church 
and new building.

Reference: A. Karmelich, 150 
Collins Street Stakeholder 
Newsletter, April 2014.

Works continue between the 
church and Assembly Hall in 
preparation for the new walk 
way.

The façade of the old car park 
in Little Collins Street has been 
attractively restored, showing its 
art deco style.

The new building and the rear of the church will open up this area 
and show a part of the church building not previously appreciated.
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Alison Robertson

Alison Robertson was born in Glasgow, the eldest of four children. Her par-
ents still live in the family home in Bearsden, a Glasgow suburb, where Alison 
grew up with her brother Neil, and sisters Catriona and Kirsteen.

After attending Westerton Primary School, Alison’s secondary education was at 
Boclair Academy, a newly built secondary school with state-of-the-art equipment, 
and excellent and enthusiastic teachers. Alison and Douglas were at high school 
together, and shared many classes, including mathematics and chemistry, where 
they were in healthy competition. They had first met at Highland dancing classes 
during their primary school days, and they became firm friends in their mid-teens, 
with romance blossoming on a five day school visit to Paris, where they returned to 
spend their honeymoon some years later.

On completion of her secondary education, Alison went on to complete a four 
year pharmacy degree at Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh. Through these years she 
lived first in halls of residence, later moving to a flat. She gradually went home to 
Glasgow less and less, and by the end of her studies was only returning home for 
holidays. Pharmacy has proven to be an excellent career choice for Alison. She was 
employed with ‘Boots The Chemist’ in Scotland, and since being in Australia, has 
worked part-time at the local ‘National Pharmacies’. Alison enjoys her professional 
contact with customers and values the opportunities it offers to provide support 
and advice for people regarding health issues. It is one of many ways in which she 
makes a significant contribution to the community.

When Alison was about 12 years old, her mother began to attend an evangelical 
church where the gospel was faithfully presented, and Alison became involved in 
youth activities. She became a Christian at 15 years of age. She had invited Douglas 
to attend church with her, where he also discovered a vibrant, relevant and lively 
faith. When she moved to university, Alison became actively involved in the 
Christian Union. This consolidated her faith, as well as giving her the opportunity 
to support others. She describes this as a very formative time in her Christian life. 
She took on the role of book secretary and mission secretary, the latter involving 
contact with missionaries and stimulating her lasting interest in mission work. It 

Interview
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was during this period 
that Alison went on a 
short mission trip with 
Operation Mobilisation. 
This involved one week 
of training in Belgium, 
followed by three weeks 
of mission work. With a 
group of girls in a ‘com-
mando team’, they set 
out in a van to camp and 
fend for themselves, and 
to distribute Christian 
literature in villages 
in rural France; Alison 
describes it as a life-
changing experience!

During her years in 
Edinburgh, Alison attend-
ed a Baptist church. By 
the time her studies were 
completed, Douglas was 
working as an engineer 
with NCR in Dundee. 
Alison graduated in 
July 1986, and she and 
Douglas were married in 
October 1986 at Dollar 
Parish Church, with a 
reception at Dunblane Hydro. During the period that Douglas was with NCR, he 
had experienced a deepening sense of faith, leading to a call to the ministry. After 
their marriage, they lived for a short time in Dundee, then moved to Aberdeen, 
where Douglas undertook studies for a Bachelor of Divinity at Aberdeen University 
and they attended the Church of Scotland. Alison continued to work with Boots in 
Aberdeen until shortly before their first baby was born.

Alison Robertson: as the wife of the Senior Minister, Alison is involved 
in many aspects of church life.
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When Douglas was appointed assistant minister at Scots’ in 1991, they moved to 
Melbourne with their first child Eilidh, who was almost two years old. Mairi, their 
second daughter, was born in Australia. The family returned to Scotland in 1994, 
taking six weeks to travel through Canada and the United States to visit Alison’s 
granny’s four sisters. Douglas was appointed as minister to the parish of Appin and 
Lismore the following year. Duncan was later born there. The family came back to 
Australia in January 2001 when Douglas took up the position of Senior Minister at 
Scots’ Church. Both Eilidh and Mairi completed their secondary education at the 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College. Duncan currently attends Scotch College, where he is 
involved with many aspects of school life, including rowing and musical activities. It 
was a wonderful family occasion recently, when Eilidh and Ben Crowley were mar-
ried in a ceremony at Scots’ Church.

As the wife of the Senior Minister, Alison is involved in many aspects of church 
life. She also plays a major role in the Scots’ PWMU where she is currently 
President. In addition to encouraging the members with her enthusiasm for this 
important work, Alison also leads devotions at each meeting of the group. She 
and Douglas host a home fellowship group, which has a focus on the study of 
the scripture. Alison is a member of the music team for Engage – Scots’ evening 
service, in which she plays the flute, an instrument she learnt to play at high 
school.

In the wider community, Alison teaches Christian Religious Education to four 
Grade 2 classes at a local primary school. This is a vital service to the commu-
nity, as it may be the only opportunity some of these children have to hear about 
the Christian faith. She contributes further in this work to the wider Presbyterian 
Church as a member of HCCC Committee (Health & Community Chaplaincy 
Committee). Alison is also looking forward to being involved in the new Street 
Pastors ministry that is starting soon in Melbourne. She attends Bible Study 
Fellowship regularly, where she finds the deeper study of the scriptures most helpful 
in her Christian life.

Alison enjoys photography and assembling photo albums, as well as crafts of vari-
ous kinds, including needlework. In addition to her other activities at Scots’ and 
beyond, her family responsibilities also keep her busy.

Our thanks to Alison for her warmth and her caring approach, and for the many ways 
in which she contributes to the life of Scots’ Church and the wider community.
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Kirkbrae Harvest Thanksgiving

Kirkbrae Presbyterian Retirement Village at Kilsyth, in the foothills of the 
Dandenong Ranges, provides a range of living options in a friendly and car-
ing Christian community managed by the Social Services Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria. These options include independent living 
units, low and high level permanent care, and respite care.

Scots’ has been well represented on the Social Services Committee over many 
years, with Rae Anstee and Lois Taylor recently retiring from the committee. 
Currently, Robert Lowe is the Chairman and David Gibb the Secretary, with Jim 
Nuske, Bruce Evans, Greg Hamilton and Rosalie Strother all members, together with 
Dennis Wright, Barbara Firth, Bruce Miller, Roberta Rodgers, and Kirkbrae Chief 
Executive Officer Mark Sketcher by invitation.

The residents of Kirkbrae regularly support the work of the Presbyterian and Scots’ 
Church Joint Mission at Flemington through an annual Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service. We thank the Rev. Wally Gear for providing the following account of the 
occasion:

Last Sunday, 13th April 
2014 was Harvest 
Thanksgiving day at 
Kirkbrae. Members 
of The Scots’ Church 
were present for the 
service. Mrs Margaret 
Conradi spoke and 
gave an update 
on the work of the 
Flemington mission 
and how there was 
now a developing out-
reach to refugees that 
were living in the area. The Residents of Kirkbrae have generously supported 
the work of The Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Mission at Flemington for sev-

The residents of Kirkbrae have generously supported the work of 
the mission for several years.
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eral years through gifts to the larder for food parcels. This year the trestle tables 
were laden with goods and Rev Wally Gear gave an occasional sermon from 
Psalm 65. After the service there was a good time of fellowship around a cup 
of tea and the goods were loaded into cars to be taken directly to the mission. 
Thanks again to all who made a contribution – it was well received.

May the Lord bless you.

Wally Gear
Chaplain @ Kirkbrae

Harvest festivals

Harvest festivals have been a means of giving thanks for successful harvests 
since ancient times. In Britain, these are traditionally held close to the time 
of the autumn equinox, at about 23rd September. The full moon around this 
time is called the Harvest Moon. The word ‘harvest’ itself comes from the Old 
English word hærfest meaning autumn.

The modern British tradition of the celebration of the harvest began in 1843 when 
the Rev. Robert Hawker organised a special thanksgiving service at his church in 
Morwenstow in Cornwall. Special hymns popular in Victorian times were sung, such 
as: We plough the fields and scatter; Come ye thankful people, come, and All things 
bright and beautiful. However, Dutch and German hymns that had been translated 
were also included. The idea spread and the annual custom of decorating church 
with home-grown produce began. The Rev. Piers Claughton also began to adopt 
the custom in the Church of England at Elton, Huntingdonshire, in about 1854.

Over the years since, the emphasis has gradually moved from home-grown produce 
to linking the Harvest Festival with an awareness and concern for the poor, and for 
churches to support charities both in their own country and around the world.

Scots’ usually celebrates its Harvest Festival in September each year, with gifts of food 
supporting the Flemington Mission in its busy time prior to the Christmas Season.

References: Harvest Festival, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival; History of Harvest Festival, www.
projectbritain.com/harvest/index.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
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Plants of the Bible
Common Myrtle
The common myrtle is the only representa-
tive of its family (Myrtaceae) native to Israel. It 
comes from the same family as the Australian 
native eucalyptus or gum tree.

An attractive shrub or small tree, the common 
myrtle grows to about five or six metres in opti-
mum conditions. It prefers a damp environment, 
for example, along the banks of the Jordan and 
other rivers. The evergreen leaves are deep green 
in colour, about three to five centimetres long, and 
ovate-oblong in shape. The fragrant white flowers 
that appear in summer have five petals and many 
stamens. Its fruit is an edible small blackish-blue 
berry, similar to a blueberry in appearance, but not 
as tasty.

The earliest reference to myrtle in the Bible is in relation to the celebration of the 
Feast of the Tabernacles. In Nehemiah 8:15, the myrtle is listed as one of the four 
plants from which the booths for the feast were to be made. The myrtle is referred 
to in Isaiah 41:19 and again in Isaiah 55:13, where it is seen as a symbol of the 
recovery of God’s promises to Israel. In Zechariah 1:8-11, a man is described as 
standing in a glen amongst myrtle trees enjoying their beauty and fragrance.

Today, the common myrtle is widely used as an ornamental shrub in gardens and 
parks and is often seen as a hedging plant. A sprig of myrtle from Queen Victoria’s 
wedding bouquet was planted and grew and, since then, sprigs from the plant 
have been included in bouquets for Royal weddings.

References: M. Zohary, Plants of the Bible, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982; Old Dominion University, 
Myrtle, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA, 2007, viewed May 2014, <http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/
myrtle.php>; Wikipedia contributors, Myrtus, Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, 2014, viewed May 2014, <http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus_communis>.

Common myrtle
(Myrtus communis)

http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/myrtle.php
http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/myrtle.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus_communis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrtus_communis
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Holy Week at Scots’ began with the 
worship services on Palm Sunday, 
13th April.

At the 11.00 am service, we welcomed 
participants in the Official State ANZAC 
service who joined with us for the 
occasion. During Holy Week, there were 
special lunchtime music events each 
day from Monday to Thursday, with 
many coming into the church to listen 
to the beautiful performances. A serv-
ice of readings, meditation and music 
for Holy Week followed the recital on 
Wednesday.

On Good Friday, there was a worship 
service at 11.00 am, and an outstanding 
performance of the St John Passion by 
J. S. Bach by the Scots’ Church Choir 
and Orchestra in the evening.

Easter Day, 20th April, began with a 
garden service on the east lawn, fol-
lowed by fellowship over breakfast. The 
morning worship service with Holy 
Communion was a wonderful celebra-
tion of Easter Day and the risen Christ. 
The day concluded with the Scots’ 
Engage service at 5.00 pm.

The Indonesian Language Congregation 
also met for a special Good Friday 
service, and for worship at 10.30 am on 
Palm Sunday and Easter Day.

Holy Week at Scots’ Church

Palm Sunday and Official State ANZAC Service.

The Garden Service on Easter Day.

The Choir performs the St John Passion on Good 
Friday evening.
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Andrew Satterley

Over the past months, Andrew Satterley, together with the Rev. David Currie 
and other interested people from Scots’ and other churches, has been 
involved in the development of Yarra Street Pastors, a new outreach initia-
tive in Melbourne. Andrew’s previous experience with a similar program in 
Plymouth, England, has been an invaluable resource during the planning 
period.

Following a launch event 
on 28th April at the 
Neighbourhood Justice 
Centre, Wellington Street, 
Collingwood, eight train-
ing sessions for street 
pastors will commence 
on 10th May. Yarra Street 
Pastors will begin to go 
out on a regular basis on 
Saturday evenings from 
late May.

Although Andrew’s ear-
liest years were spent 
in Cornwall, the fam-
ily moved to Plymouth, 
Devon, where he grew 
up with his two brothers 
and sister. During his primary school years, he gained entry to Plymouth College, 
where he completed his primary and secondary education. He then undertook a 
four year higher national diploma at Agricultural College, although he did not have 
the opportunity to practise in this field. He applied for a position with Volunteer 
Service Overseas, but was unable to take up the offer for family reasons. Instead 
he took a position at a Christian Convention Centre, which provided holidays 

Interview

Street Pastors: (from left) the Rev. David Currie, Jennifer Pilgrim and 
Andrew Satterley.
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for handicapped children during the summer months. He enjoyed caring for the 
children, and people commented that he would make a good nurse. Although he 
was also interested in the police force, he ultimately pursued a career in nursing 
in Plymouth. Since completing his training Andrew has worked in intensive care 
units (ICUs), including general, cardiothoracic and paediatric. His last position prior 
to coming to Australia was as manager of a neurosurgical ICU. He is currently a 
Clinical Nurse Specialist in ICU at Austin Health.

Through his childhood Andrew attended the Baptist church in Plymouth. He met 
and married Heidi, a Methodist, and the family went to the Methodist church. When 
Andrew, Heidi and their four children first came to Australia, they had temporary 
accommodation in the city until they found a more permanent home. On their first 
Sunday in Melbourne, they came to Scots’ for the morning service, joining in the 
social hour afterwards. The Rev. Richard O’Brien invited them to stay for the after-
noon and, by the end of the day, they already felt at home with the people of Scots’. 
Richard and Rosemary O’Brien were most supportive and helpful over this time, 
and Andrew and Heidi remained at Scots’ because of the people and the fellow-
ship. Although they returned to England for a time, they came back to Australia and 
are happily settled here with three of their four children. The eldest is married and 
lives in England.

Andrew was involved with Street Pastors in Plymouth for some years. The program 
is well established in the United Kingdom (UK) and many other countries. It began 
in Croydon, a suburb of London, with 18 people. There are now more than 11,000 
Street Pastors across the UK. There are programs in the Caribbean, South Africa, the 
United States, Uganda, and many other places. The first program in Australia was at 
Manly Beach, Sydney, with Yarra Street Pastors being the second.

Andrew describes Plymouth as a naval port, with some rough areas where fights 
and altercations occur frequently. There is a high alcohol intake associated with a 
culture of drinking, together with high drug usage in these areas. Street Pastors are 
able to provide a Christian presence. Much of their work involves listening ,caring 
and entering into dialogue with all those found in the night time economy. They 
assist these vulnerable people in many practical ways: getting them home safely, 
giving water to re-hydrate, keeping them warm with space blankets and woollen 
clothes. They refer those with drug/alcohol/social problems to the correct expert 
agencies. They carry out first aid and wait with injured folks until the professionals 
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arrive. They also pick up bottles and clear broken glass to protect feet and remove 
potential weapons.

Yarra Street Pastors have the full support of Victoria Police. Street Pastors work 
alongside the police, but not for them, working for a safer Melbourne, but in a differ-
ent way. If people are interested in a church or have queries about the Christian life, 
they have resources available.

In addition to becoming a Street Pastor, there are other ways to support this initia-
tive, through prayer support or financial assistance.

We thank Andrew and his colleagues for the enormous amount of work that has 
gone into the planning phase of this initiative, and look forward to hearing more of 
Yarra Street Pastors as the program develops and expands.

Biblical Crossword Solution

For Kids quiz solution
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The parable of the prodigal son. 1. 

It appears to be a shepherd’s crook, 2. 
although the son took a job tending 
pigs.

He has squandered all the inheritance 3. 
given to him.

The father welcoming home his younger 4. 
son.

Probably a slave, as the older son 5. 
was still in the field when his brother 
returned.

Some facts about Melbourne

Melbourne, the capital city of Victoria, is 
the second most populous city in Australia. 
Greater Melbourne covers an area of 9,900 
square kilometres and has a population of al-
most 4,350,000.

It has been ranked the world’s most liveable city 
since 2011 and, in 2013, tied with Oslo, Norway, for 
the fourth most expensive city in the world.

The City of Yarra was created in June 1994 fol-
lowing a Victorian Government restructuring of 
local government. It covers the former councils 
of Collingwood, Richmond, Fitzroy, and parts of 
Northcote. Over the years, the industrial focus of 
the area has shifted to  a more residential and retail 
bias as city living has gained in popularity.
References: City of Melbourne, https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au; 
Melbourne, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne; About Yarra, 
http://www.yarracity.vic.gov.au

https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
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Recently, Scots’ received the very generous gift of a painting of the church from Mrs 
Margaret Morey, the widow of the Rev. Clive Morey, who served as a padre in Sturt 
Patrol of the Australian Inland Mission (AIM) from 1968 to 1980. The Rev. Morey had 
previously been minister at Nhill Presbyterian Church, Victoria.

Mrs Morey became involved with the ‘South Australian Team’ of supporters of the 
AIM, who raised money for its work. Donald Cameron, an artist, offered to have an 
art show and sale in Adelaide to assist in raising funds. This exhibition was held in 
a lounge at the rear of the Pilgrim Church, Flinders Street, Adelaide, at some time 
during the 1970s. Mrs Morey recalls entertaining the artist during his stay, and taking 
him for a day’s drive through the lovely Adelaide Hills.

The Moreys purchased 
the painting of Scots’ 
church as it appealed to 
them. It also had a spe-
cial meaning as, when 
Mrs Morey was a student 
deaconess at Rolland 
House, Carlton, she used 
to walk into the city to 
Scots’ each Sunday for 
the worship service.

About the artist… Donald 
Cameron was born in 

Melbourne in 1927. He attended Scotch College for the latter years of his secondary 
education and it was at this time that he became interested in a career in art and 
later studied at the prestigious Slade School of Art at London University College.

Cameron’s paintings have received many awards, and he has exhibited at the annu-
al Archibald Prize Exhibition in Sydney. He has painted portraits of a number of 
eminent Australians, and is the author of several publications in the field of art.

We are most grateful to Mrs Margaret Morey for her generous gift of this beautiful 
painting of Scots’ Church.

The Story of a Painting of Scots’ Church

The Donald Cameron painting of Scots’ Church.
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Exploring Church — Where Next?

A series of workshops titled ‘Exploring Church — Where Next?’ was held 
during February and March 2014, with 30 to 40 people participating. Each 
session included a meal which provided the opportunity for fellowship and 
discussion around the table before the formal part of the workshop.

The Rev. David Currie, together with the Rev. Douglas Robertson, the Rev. Richard 
O’Brien and the Rev. Phil Court, led the sessions. John and Olive Drane, visitors from 
Scotland who are involved with the program in a number of countries, led the two 
final sessions and also spoke at the Sunday morning worship service on the follow-
ing day.

The workshops began 
with ‘rediscovering 
mission’, in which 
participants looked at 
developing a mission-
shaped focus. The second 
session considered the 
changes that have taken 
place over the past gen-
eration, including the 
changing structure of 
communities, and the 
increased reluctance of 
people to make lasting 
commitments.

Possibilities for worship being a multi-sensory experience were explored, acknowl-
edging that worship can take many forms, styles and expressions. 

Discipleship and leadership were considered, with the former being seen as the 
foundation for the latter.

Where do we go from here? – was the question of the final session. It is important 
to listen to God through prayer, and be aware of the needs of the community.

(Summarised from notes by the Rev. David Currie, 27th February 2014)

Rev. David Currie leads a session at one of the workshops
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Good Friday

Thank God it’s Friday!1 We used to see these words as an advertisement on a 
business house2. The Christian Church probably said this long before modern 
business. It spoke of Good Friday.  What’s good about a day that commemorates a 
death?  In 1884 a manuscript was discovered which told of a nun’s pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem in the fourth century. She noted in what way at the end of that century 
the churches there observed this day. It was and is the anniversary of the passion 
and death of Jesus Christ. In English-speaking countries it is called “good”, because 
of the benefits that flow from what the day commemorates. In an earlier age the 
day was observed, but the question was asked: “Can one mourn and rejoice at the 
same time?” In the belief that the day was a day only of penitence, the Council of 
Laodicea in about 365 prohibited the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on this day. 
But to convince you that we may say “Thank God it’s Friday!” and both mourn and 
rejoice on this day, I want to ask and answer the question: Why did he die?

Why did he die? It’s a lament we often hear. An apparently healthy child is suddenly 
taken ill and dies. A young couple dies in a car crash on their honeymoon. A person 
enters hospital for a minor surgical procedure and dies from unexpected complica-
tions. A person noted for careful use of electrical equipment is electrocuted. And we 
say over and over again: Why did he die? It is particularly acute and poignant in the 
case of Jesus of Nazareth. He is a good man. He does good deeds. He works won-
derful cures. He teaches his disciples to be like him. He harms no one. He bears no 
arms. He teaches a sublime doctrine of good-will. Yet he is convicted by a Hebrew 
court of blasphemy, and by a Roman court sentenced to the punishment for treason.  
He is crucified. Why did He die? The question is doubly puzzling when we read the 
New Testament and see that He was more than a good man. We know many good 
people, but the best of us has feet of clay. We are faulted, because we belong to a fall-
en race, this human race of ours. The best of us is a man or woman who has sinned. 

1 Articles, Good Friday and Pilgrimage of Etheria in J. D. Douglas, ed. The New International Dictionary of the 
Christian Church (The Paternoster Press: Exeter, 1974), p 422; Article, Good Friday in William Smith and Samuel 
Cheetham, eds. A Dictionary of Christian Antiquities (John Murray: London, 1876), Vol 1, pp 738-739; Articles Good Friday 
and  Three Hour Devotion in J. G. Davies, ed. A New Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship (SCM Press Ltd, London, 1986) pp 
251-253, 507-508
2 Sometimes simply as TGIF
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We have fallen short of our own standards. We have fallen short, far short, of God’s 
standards. There is no health in us, as the English prayer book bids us confess. That is 
true of the best of us. All the more so of the rest of us! Yet Jesus of Nazareth was dif-
ferent. He was truly a man. He knew temptation, but did not sin. He was Man, perfect 
Man. And he was God incarnate, God in human flesh. He did not consider equality 
with God as a prize to be seized3, because it was his already. He came to dwell as 
man among men, full of grace and truth4. Yet he died. Why did He die?

There had been a previous attempt to take his life5. He had been teaching in the 
Temple. He told the Jews that their father Abraham had rejoiced to see his day. That 
is, he says, the age of Jesus was the age of the Messiah. The claim was met with a 
rejoinder that interpreted the claim as a claim to have been Abraham’s contempo-
rary. There was a sneer: “You are not fifty yet.” He did not reply: “Before Abraham was, 
I was”. Instead, he says: “Before Abraham was, I am.” It was a claim to deity. It was 
so understood by those there. They picked up stones to throw at him. It was mob 
violence. But it was no ordinary stone-throwing. It was an attempt to carry out the 
mode of execution for blasphemy, but without a trial. But Jesus controlled the time 
of his death. He hid himself, and left the Temple. 

After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead6, the ecclesiastical authorities had a meet-
ing7. They feared that what Jesus had done would fire messianic expectations. They 
saw these as political in nature. They therefore expected an uprising that would 
bring down on their heads the might of Rome. We are told the result. “From that day 
onwards they made plans to kill Jesus.” The formation of this policy was justified on 
the highest prudential grounds. The presiding officer, Caiaphas, formulated it this 
way: “It is better for you that one man dies for the people than that the whole nation 
perishes.” Both political prudence and what was best for the ruling party required a 
scape-goat. Jesus would die for the nation. That was sacrificial language.  If he dies, 
the nation lives. It is his life instead of theirs. But Jesus again controlled the time of 
his death.  He went to a place near the desert where he stayed with his disciples.

After he had made a triumphant entry into Jerusalem, some Greeks came to him.8 
He told them that his hour had come. There is no doubt that he meant by that the 

3 Phil. 2: 6
4 John I:14
5 John 8: 56-59. D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, (IVP: Leicester, 1991), pp 358-359
6 John 11: 43-44
7 John 11: 47-54. Carson, pp 420-421
8 John 12: 22-24, Carson, pp 436-438
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hour of his death. Yet that, he says, was to be the hour of his glory. How? He illus-
trates his point with an agrarian metaphor, and applies it to himself. A single grain 
of wheat is sown; but its death produces many grains. The shame of the cross will 
be followed by the glory of the exaltation. The glory is indeed already there even in 
the shame. He would seem to be the victim of a monstrous injustice but he was a 
victor even in his humiliation. On Palm Sunday we sang of His entry into Jerusalem: 
“Ride on! Ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die; O Christ, Thy triumphs 
now begin O’er captive death and conquered sin”9. Yes, a warrant was issued for his 
arrest. But even in this first phase of his humiliation, he heals the ear of a servant of 
the high priest injured by an impetuous Peter who had a sword10.  Yes, he was sub-
jected to a trial full of probable illegalities in a preliminary hearing before Annas, 
a trial before Caiaphas, and a further hearing before the full Sanhedrin. But he 
stands his ground: listen! To Annas he says11: “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 
the evil.” To Caiaphas, he says12: “The Son of Man shall be seated on the right hand 
of Almighty God.” He echoes here the Book of Daniel13: “You shall see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” To the 
Sanhedrin14 in response to the question “Are you the son of God?” he answers “You 
say that I am”.

The trial was vitiated by many faults15.

It was held at night: but capital trials must be held by day. •	

It was Passover eve: but legal proceedings must not be held on a sabbath or •	
feast day. 

The sentence was passed on the day of trial: but a death sentence must not be •	
passed on the same day. 

Jesus did not utter the Divine Name: but proof of that was the essence of the •	
crime of blasphemy. 

9 Henry Hart Milman
10 Luke 22: 50
11 John 18: 23
12 Matthew 26: 64; Mark 14: 62 Cf. Luke 22: 69
13 Daniel 7: 13
14 Luke 22: 70
15 Eduard Lohse, article on the Sanhedrin in Gerhard Kittel, ed. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
(Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1971) Vol VII, pp  860-871 esp p 868
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The trial was in the house of the high priest, but it should have been in the •	
regular hall of assembly. 

There was no warning given to the witnesses of the consequences of their •	
testimony, but that was the custom. 

The vote for condemnation was taken, but a vote of acquittal should have •	
preceded a vote for guilt. 

True, the trial was a sham, but today we know how frequently there are victims of 
sham trials. We see some noble people victimized in this way. What distinguishes 
this victim is found in the answer to the question: Why did he die?

The Jewish court had a power of trial, but it had no power to carry into effect its 
sentence that he was worthy of death. That power lay with Pilate as the representa-
tive of Caesar. In Jerusalem, in the fourth century, a nun on her pilgrimage found 
that on Good Friday, at first light, at the Sanctuary of the Cross, the narrative of the 
trial before Pilate was read. In the Gospel of John, it is told in seven scenes, suc-
cessively inside or outside the Praetorium, Pilate’s headquarters. Pilate was not 
interested in the findings of a Hebrew Court. Blasphemy was irrelevant in his court 
except it be of Caesar. What was the charge?  After some prevarication, it is alleged, 
according to Luke, that he claimed to be Christ: a King.  This invoked the Lex Julia 
Maiestatis of 48 B. C. It was treason to claim kingship in competition with Caesar. 
Jesus answers that his kingdom is not the product of any of the forces generated 
by this world. His kingship is not maintained by military might. On the contrary his 
kingdom is a kingship of truth. He asserts that those, who belong to the truth, listen 
to him. Exercising judicial office, Pilate should have been concerned with the truth. 
But as a politician, he was concerned about power. He asks: “What is truth?”  And 
does not stay for an answer. Thrice he pronounces Jesus innocent. Thrice he seeks 
to avoid the political expedient of the death sentence. First he tells the Jews to 
judge Jesus by their law. Secondly, he seeks to avoid jurisdiction by sending Jesus to 
Herod Antipas. Thirdly, he invokes the Passover practice of criminal amnesty. But the 
mob cried for another answer.

Pilate had Jesus beaten. There were three kinds of judicial scourging16. If it was the 
appointed beating before a crucifixion it was a fearsome thing. If it was not the 

16 Carson
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appointed whipping before execution, then Jesus was twice beaten, first less severe-
ly, then as appointed for execution. A multi-thonged whip had bound in it a piece of 
metal or bone. A victim’s flesh was torn, torn deeply, until even organs were exposed 
to sight. It is as if Pilate is saying: “I’ll do what you want, if you insist, but isn’t this 
enough to satisfy whatever he has done to offend?”  Then Jesus was mocked as a 
pseudo-king. 

A crown of thorns mocked the laurel wreath of a Roman Emperor.•	

A scarlet military robe mocked the robe of a triumphant victor in the wars. •	

They cried “Hail!” in imitation of “Hail Caesar!” (an ancient equivalent of Heil •	
Hitler!).  

They mocked the clasped hand and loyal kiss of a vassal before a king with •	
slapping and spittle. 

Thus degraded, Jesus was presented by Pilate to the Jews, with the words “Behold 
the Man!” He meant: “Behold this miserable creature who could never be a king!” 
John would have us reflect: “Behold ideal humanity! And look how inhumanely 
humanity treats him!”

Now the Jews disclose to Pilate that by their law Jesus was a blasphemer: Jesus had 
implied that he was the Son of God and he had said “I came into this world”. So 
again Pilate interrogates Jesus. Now he is concerned whether Jesus is some kind 
of demi-god: “Where do you come from?”  The question was irrelevant to Pilate’s 
judicial task, and Jesus gave no answer. Irritated, Pilate asked: “Do you not realize 
that I have power of life and death?” Even in this grave situation Jesus was as much 
in command as he had been before Annas, and before Caiaphas. “You would have 
no power unless it had been given you from above”. He means ‘from heaven’ not 
‘from Caesar’. The bearing of the prisoner, though beaten and blooded, made Pilate 
uneasy. But he was caught in a web of his own weaknesses. He would, above all, be 
Caesar’s friend. That was the way of advancement in his career. Even an allegation 
to the contrary could be damaging. His judgement was vitiated by self-interest. It 
was contrary to his finding of innocence. It was motivated by political expediency. 

The judgement of Pilate was in words and action. 

In words, he said to the Jews: “Here is your King. Shall I crucify your King?” They •	
answered: “Crucify him! We have no king but Caesar”. 
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In action, he handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. It was plain to Pilate •	
that Jesus was not a king in any sense that Pilate understood. Yet it lay within the 
scope of the procurator’s imperium to adopt the sentence of the Sanhedrin, and 
this he did. He had an inscription placed on the cross: “King of the Jews.” The 
formal ground of the sentence was sedition, but the substantive reason was the 
demand of the Sanhedrin.

 He handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. Whoever carried out the actual 
execution, Jesus was delivered over to the will of those who sought his death. Jesus 
was not guilty according to law. The Sanhedrin was guilty of treason to its true 
King, God’s Messiah, on plea of loyalty to religion.  Pilate was guilty of treason to 
his office, in its judicial function, on plea of loyalty to Caesar.  Is that the answer 
to the question: Why did he die?  Yes and No. Peter was soon to declare that Jesus 
was taken by wicked hands and crucified and slain17. But at the same time Peter 
said that this happened by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. 
Remember in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, after Aslan had been slain 
and came to life again he spoke of a deeper magic before the dawn of time.  The 
knowledge of the Witch went back to the dawn of time. “But if she had looked a lit-
tle further back, into the stillness and darkness before Time dawned, …[she] would 
have known that when a willing victim who has committed no treachery was killed 
in a traitor’s stead … Death itself would start working backwards.”18  There is a 
deeper reason why he died than the wickedness of men.

The traveling nun found that in Jerusalem in the fourth century, from noon till 
three, there was a Good Friday service of readings and prayers culminating at 
three o’clock in reading from John’s Gospel the story of the crucifixion. In many 
Protestant churches, until recently, there was a Good Friday service called Three 
Hours Devotion. It was not in imitation of the Jerusalem liturgy, but of a service used 
by the Jesuits in Peru. It focuses on what Jesus said as he hung on the Cross, the 
Seven Words from the Cross. Three are reported by Luke19, three by John20, and one 
by Matthew and Mark21. 

17 Acts 2: 23
18 C. S. Lewis. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe: A Story for children. (London, Geoffrey Bles, 1950) p 150 
19 Luke 23: 34, 42, 46
20 John 19: 26-27,42, 46
21 Matthew 27:46; Mark 15: 34
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He acknowledges his exhaustion: “I am thirsty”. Yet we see the Victor in the •	
Victim. 

He bequeaths his mother to the care of his disciple, his disciple to his mother: •	
“Behold your mother. Behold your son”. 

He prays with respect to those who torment him: “Father, forgive them for they •	
know not what they do”. 

He says to the repentant thief who is crucified with him: “I tell you: today you •	
will be in paradise with me”. 

But the remaining three Words are significant for our present theme. As in the 
ordeal in the wilderness when he was tempted by Satan22 he turned to Scripture 
in the Book of Deuteronomy, so now in his final ordeal he again turns to Scripture 
in the Book of Psalms. He applies the psalmist’s words to himself. There is a cry of 
dereliction. There is a cry of triumph. They come from the beginning and the end of 
Psalm 22. 

The cry of dereliction was in the Aramaic language of his childhood: “My God, •	
my God, why have you forsaken me?” Why? He asks. Why did he die? We ask. The 
answer was in the God-forsakenness of God. That was the work he had come to 
do. 

When it was done, the cry of victory: “It is finished!” pronounced the work •	
complete.

His work finished, he called on Psalm 30: “Into your hands I place my Spirit.”•	

“He died...for our sins” Paul and Peter and John tell us that expressly23: that was the 
reason for God forsaking God.  It is a fact: he died. But its meaning is: “He died for 
our sins.” The fact is not known to us at all unless it is known to us in its meaning. 
The meaning makes it a revelation of God and an appeal to us His creatures.  To 
say that we know it in its meaning is to say that we know it theoretically, or in or 
through a theory of it.24

22 Mt 4: 1-11; Mk 1: 12-13; Luke 4: 1-13
23 1Corinthians 15:3. Cf. 1 Peter 3:18 and 1 John 3:5
24 James Denney, The Death of Christ (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1906) 1907 ed pp333 (Cf p 313), 284, 287, 119-
120; (London, Tyndale Press,1950) pp184 (Cf p 173), 157, 159, 71, 66
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Why did He die? 25 Here is the answer. 

Grotius•	 26 was a great international lawyer who gave classic formulation to the 
truth: Jesus Christ died on our behalf. “He came down to dwell on earth as a 
[human] amongst [humans]. He was bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, and 
He identified with us in all our needs and sorrows... It was in the loving wisdom 
of our God that He should come as the second Adam to effect our rescue on 
the field where all was sin and shame27. He died and rose again as the Head of 
a new and transformed race, and all He did was done on behalf of those whom 
He came to redeem. His death on the cross was in a representative capacity for 
all believers, and we share the merits of that death in virtue of our living union 
with Him by faith”.26 

But more, Anselm•	 28, Archbishop of Canterbury, gave classic formulation to another 
aspect of the truth: Jesus Christ died in our stead. “What we could not do for 
ourselves, the Son of God has done for us! God has found a way by means of the 
cross for the transfer of guilt: He paid my debt, and died my death... He died, the 
just for the unjust: He His own self bore our sins in His own body on the tree”29.26 

Why did He die? •	 He died for our sins; He died on our behalf; He died in our 
stead.

Sunday is Easter Day: the day of resurrection. Paul says that Jesus was delivered 
for our offences and raised again for our justification. “There can be no salvation 
from sin unless there is a living Saviour: this explains the emphasis laid by the 
apostle on the resurrection. But the Living One can only be a Saviour because He 
has died; this explains the emphasis laid on the Cross. The Christian believes in a 
living Lord who died an atoning death, for no other can hold the faith of a soul 
under the doom of sin”.30 “The wisdom of the cross, the word of the cross, a great 
stumbling block to the world, is the proper content of the Christian preaching, is 
the Gospel itself.  …  The theology of the cross obviously does not mean that for 

25 Marcus L Loane, Why did He die? (London: Inter Varsity Fellowship, 1952) pp3-4, 10. 

26 Robert S. Franks, The Work of Christ: A Historical study of Christian Doctrine (London: Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd, 
1963) p 389 ff
27 An Echo of John Henry Newman, The Dream of Gerontius
28 Franks, p 126ff
29 1 Peter 2:24; cf. Hebrews 9:28
30 Denney, pp324, 123 (1950 ed, pp 178,73)
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the [preacher] the whole 
church year shrinks to 
Good Friday. It rather 
means that one cannot 
understand Christmas, 
Easter or Pentecost 
without Good Friday”.31  
Martin Luther32 wrote to 
George Spenlein: “Learn 
to despair of yourself, 
and to say to Him, You 
Lord Jesus Christ are my 
righteousness, and I am 
Your sin. You have taken 
what was mine, and given 
me what was Yours. What 
You were not, You did 
become, in order that 
I might become what I 
was not”.  Make those 
words your own and you 
will mourn for your sins 
and rejoice in salvation at 
the same time, and Good 
Friday will be good for 
you. Thank God it’s Friday!

Brian Bayston

(Preached at Elwood Presbyterian Church on Good 
Friday, 29th March 2002)

31 H. Sasse, Reformed Theological Review Vol XXXI, No 3 September-
December 1972, p 74
32 Quoted by Loane

Anselm of Canterbury

In the article above, there is a brief reference 
to Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury. Born in 
1033 AD in Aosta, in the kingdom of Burgundy, 
as a young man he studied theology. He later 
entered the monastic life at Bec in Normandy 
where he subsequently became prior. In 1092, 
he travelled to England and ultimately became 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

Anselm was one of the most important Christian 
thinkers of the 11th century, both in philosophy 
and in theology. His doctrine of the atonement 
was only one of many aspects of theology which 
he explored in his writings. He also wrote prayers 
and meditations for use in private devotions, and 
engaged in a great deal of correspondence. He 
died in 1109.

Reference: Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Anselm of Canterbury 
(1033-1109), http://www.iep.utm.edu/anselm/

A note to 
contributors

For future issues of 
The Leaflet, please 
note that items 
are limited to a 
maximum of 2,000 
words.

Editor

http://www.iep.utm.edu/anselm/
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Know Your Church
St Giles’ Edinburgh, the Order of the Thistle
St Giles’, the High 
Kirk of Edinburgh, 
is considered the 
mother church of 
Presbyterianism. The 
saint to whom the 
church is dedicated 
is the patron saint of 
Edinburgh, as well as 
of cripples and lepers, 
and was very popular 
in the Middle Ages.

St Giles is the parish 
Church of Scotland for 
part of the Old Town 
of Edinburgh. Within 
the impressive build-
ing is the beautiful 
Chapel of the Order of 
the Thistle, Scotland’s 
chivalric company of 
knights, headed by the 
Queen and second only 
in precedence to the 
Order of the Garter.

St Giles’ was founded in 
the 1120s. Although a 
church had existed for some centuries prior, the first formal dedication was not until 
6th October 1243. In 1385, an early Gothic church building was partially destroyed 
by fire, but quickly repaired, and many chapels were added over the next 150 years. 

The exterior of St Giles’.

Above: The interior of the church.
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The present church building is basically 15th century, 
with many alterations having taken place since then. 
The crown spire on the tower is the most notable 
eternal feature of St Giles’.

The Scottish Reformation saw John Knox, its leader, 
elected minister of St Giles’ in 1559. At this time, the 
Reformers partitioned the interior of the church and 
allowed the building to be used for a wide range of 
purposes, this practice continuing for the next 300 
years. St Giles’ was officially termed a cathedral be-
tween 1635 and 1638, and again from 1661 to 1689, 
during a period in which Scottish Episcopal bishops 
were appointed.

By the beginning of the 19th century, St Giles’ was in a poor state of repair, with 
restoration of both the interior and exterior undertaken in 1829. A further major res-
toration from 1872 to 1883 saw the clearing of the building, removal of old galleries 
and partitions, and new stained glass in the windows. The most recent restoration 
program began in 1977 and included essential repairs to the roof, stone and glass, re-
location of the focus of worship, and the installation of a magnificent new organ. The 

process of restoration in 
such an historic and sig-
nificant place of worship 
is ongoing.

The Order of the Thistle, 
closely linked with St 
Giles’, can trace its ori-
gins to the Middle Ages, 
but the present order 
was created in 1687 
by King James VII of 
Scotland (King James II 
of England). Although 
the nave of nearby Thistle Chapel.

A statue of John Knox in St Giles’ 
Edinburgh.
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Holyrood Abbey was originally adapted as the order’s chapel in 1687, it was ran-
sacked a year later. Following this, the Knights of the Thistle had no chapel of their 
own until 1911. The Thistle Chapel in St Giles’, designed by Robert Lorimer, has stalls 
for 16 knights, the Sovereign’s stall and two Royal stalls. It is rectangular in shape, 
with an eastern apse and a stone vaulted, richly patterned ceiling. Stained glass 
windows contain images of heraldic figures. The chapel is constructed entirely of 
Scottish materials. The floor is of Ailsa Craig granite inset with pieces of Iona marble, 
the wood is Scottish oak and the stone is from Fife. The exquisitely carved knights’ 
stalls along each side are capped by canopies with the helms and crests of the living 
knights above. These are removed on the death of the knight, although the coat of 
arms remains permanently on a stall plate. The Sovereign’s stall is at the west end of 
the chapel.

Women other than 
queens were excluded 
from the order until 
recent times. Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother was created a 
Lady of the Thistle in 
1937 via a special stat-
ute. In 1987, Queen 
Elizabeth II allowed 
regular admission of 
women to both the 
Order of the Thistle and 
the Order of the Garter.

In 1963, the Order of the 
Thistle was conferred on 
Robert Gordon Menzies, 
of Scottish descent 
and prime minister of 
Australia at the time. 
The knighthood was a The Menzies’ crest.
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personal honour from the Queen in recognition of his services to the Queen and 
to Australia.

On 27th September 
1981, Menzies’ crest and 
banner from the Order 
of the Thistle were pre-
sented to Scots’ Church 
by his widow, Dame 
Pattie Menzies GBE, in 
the presence of Her 
Majesty the Queen, 
sovereign of the order. 
In Menzies’ stall in the 
Thistle Chapel during 
his lifetime, they may 
now be seen displayed 
above the lectern in the 
apse at Scots’. Details 
of the occasion when 
these were presented 
to the church are carved 
on a plaque beneath 
the crest.

References: A. W. Martin, Menzies, Sir Robert Gordon (Bob) (1894–1978), Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, Canberra, viewed May 2014, <http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/
menzies-sir-robert-gordon-bob-11111>; The Sir Robert Menzies Memorial Foundation Limited, Menzies Virtual 
Museum: 1963, Menzies Foundation, East Melbourne, viewed May 2014, <http://www.menziesvirtualmuseum.org.
au/1960s/1963.html>; The Royal Household, Order of the Thistle, The Royal Household, Buckingham Palace, London, 
England, viewed May 2014, <https://www.royal.gov.uk/MonarchUK/Honours/OrderoftheThistle.aspx>; St Giles’ 
Cathedral Edinburgh, viewed May 2014, <http://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/>; Wikipedia contributors, Order of 
the Thistle, Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, 2014, viewed May 2014, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_
Thistle>; Wikipedia contributors, St Giles’ Cathedral, Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia, 2014, viewed May 2014, <http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Cathedral>.

Menzies’ banner from the Order of the Thistle in Scots’ Church.

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/menzies-sir-robert-gordon-bob-11111
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/menzies-sir-robert-gordon-bob-11111
http://www.menziesvirtualmuseum.org.au/1960s/1963.html
http://www.menziesvirtualmuseum.org.au/1960s/1963.html
https://www.royal.gov.uk/MonarchUK/Honours/OrderoftheThistle.aspx
http://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Thistle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Thistle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Cathedral
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Douglas Lawrence once conducted the Choir of Ormond College in an open-air 
concert in the Piazza San Marco, Venice, with the magnificent golden domes of the 
church of St Mark’s as a backdrop. While at Melbourne University, Douglas studied 
organ with Sergio de Pieri, a native of the Veneto region, who introduced his stu-
dents to gems of Italian Renaissance keyboard repertoire little known in Australia at 
that time. Some of those gems will be on display at the Australian Chamber Choir’s 
next concert, where Elizabeth Anderson will play organ interludes flanked by music 
for multiple choirs of voices and instruments.

Music composed for the Basilica of San Marco is rich in textural contrasts: out of 
this majestic edifice has come some of the most beautiful and awe inspiring music 
ever written. The architecture of the building provides several galleries from which 
singers and instrumentalists can perform. But its vast interior also adds a long 
reverberation, so that it is difficult for singers or instrumentalists situated in different 
galleries to sing or play together. Adrian Willaert (1490–1562) solved the problem 
by writing antiphonal music, where opposing choirs would sing successive phrases, 
often contrasting, coming together for climactic ‘surround sound’ finales. The prac-
tice was taken up by successive directors of music at St Marks’: Andrea Gabrieli and 
his son Giovanni, and Claudio Monteverdi. This is a rare case of the architecture of 
a single building influencing the development of a new musical style.

The Australian Chamber Choir will recreate some of the magic of St Mark’s, per-
forming works by Monteverdi and Gabrieli accompanied by the distinctive wind 
instruments of that time.

Heinrich Schütz, possibly Gabrieli’s best-known student, adopted the Venetian style 
and took it with him back to Germany. In this program, Jacob Lawrence sings a 
lively tenor solo in Schütz’s Freuedich. Schütz was particularly fond of the rackett: 
this is a double-reed instrument that comes in a range of sizes. The great bass rack-
ett is only 40 cm long, but plays lower than a double bass or double bassoon. In this 
program, Simon Rickards plays the rackett and also joins Brock Immison to play 
tenor and bass curtals. Brock Immison, who played baroque bassoon in our recent 
performance of Bach’s St John Passion can normally be found playing the double 
bassoon in the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Matthew Manchester from Sydney 
will give the ensemble a virtuoso soprano line, on cornetto. The cornetto, a hybrid 

Music from the Basilica of San Marco
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brass/woodwind instrument is made from wood, covered in leather. It was the most 
important solo instrument of the 16th and 17th centuries. These instruments can 
be heard in many recordings, but are rarely heard live performing this music. At the 
beginning of the concert there will be a brief introduction to the instruments.

There will be grandeur, but also ravishing intimacy. Seat yourself at the middle point, 
between the altar and the organ gallery, with instrumentalists to your right and sing-
ers to your left, with a quartet of magnificent soloists before you, and imagine for a 
moment that you are in Venice!

Book on-line at www.AusChoir.org/book-now before 30th May and enter the gift/
code SCOTS to receive a 10 percent discount on tickets. Free tickets for school-age 
children to attend with their parents/guardians are also available. Or if you don’t 
have access to the Internet, call 9380 1620 and mention the Scots’ discount.

Sunday, 8th June at 3.00pm

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Richardson Street

Middle Park

(Tram No.112, Stop No. 135)

http://www.AusChoir.org/book-now
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Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1633) – Domineadadiuvandum from the Vespers of •	
1610

Heinrich Schütz (1585–1672) – Was verfolgst du mich•	
Heinrich Schütz – Istnicht Ephraim meinteurerSohn; Freuedich des •	
WeibesdeinerJugend

Claudio Monteverdi – Magnificat XIIIa from Vespers of 1610•	
Antonio Lotti (1667–1740) – Crucifixus a 10•	
Adrian Willaert (1490–1562) – Sacrofonteregenerata•	
Andrea Gabrieli(1533–85) – Fuga del nonotono•	
Giovanni Gabrieli – Jubilate Deo•	
Claudio Monteverdi – CantateDominum•	
Giovanni Gabrieli – In Ecclesiis•	

Elizabeth Anderson

St Mark’s Basilica
St Mark’s Basilica is the cathedral church of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Venice, north Italy.

The present church is the third built on the same site, the first being construct-
ed in 828 AD. It was destroyed by fire in 976, when a second church was built. 
Construction of the third and present church began in 1063, with many modifica-
tions over the following centuries. Although there has not been much alteration 
to its basic structure, the decoration of the church has changed greatly over time, 
with increasing adornment.

The western exterior of the basilica consists of five round-arched portals which 
open into the church; these have relatively little sculpture. However, the upper 
sections of the façade are richly carved.

The church is one of the best known examples of Italo-Byzantine architecture.

References: Basilica di San Marco, http://www.basilicasanmarco.it/WAI/eng/basilica/architettura/interne/fasi_
costrutt.bsm; St Mark’s Basilica, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mark’s_Basilica

http://www.basilicasanmarco.it/WAI/eng/basilica/architettura/interne/fasi_costrutt.bsm
http://www.basilicasanmarco.it/WAI/eng/basilica/architettura/interne/fasi_costrutt.bsm
http://www.basilicasanmarco.it/WAI/eng/basilica/architettura/interne/fasi_costrutt.bsm
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A quiz on our stained 
glass windows 

The pair of window below can be found in the south 
aisle (Russell Street side) of the church.

What 1. 
story (parable) 
do they depict?

Left window:
What does the man have in his left 2. 
arm? 
Why does the man look so sad?3. 

Right window:
Who is the man in the robe with his 4. 
arms outstretched?
Who is standing in the background?5. 

After you have answered the quiz, you 
can read the full account of this story in Luke 15:11-24. Solution on page 26.

Note: Our thanks to Dr Andrew Kemp for this quiz idea.

for kids

Amazing maze
Help the boy find his home.

www.davidbau.com
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Across
7. Out of what did the 

women provide for Jesus 
and his disciples as they 
travelled? (5, 9)

8. Jesus met a man who 
lived in the tombs and 
suffered from what?

11. What did the seed of the 
parable represent? (4, 2, 3)

12. What happened when 
Jesus rebuked the wind 
and raging waves?

13. If seed fell into good 
soil, how much did it 
produce?

Down
1. After crossing the lake, 

Jesus and the disciples 
arrived in which country?

2. Jesus and the 12 disciples 
went through villages 
proclaiming news of 
what? (7, 2, 3)

3. Those who hear the word 
and hold it fast, bear fruit 
with patient _________

4. Anyone who lights a lamp 
puts it on what?

5. Where seed fell onto the rock, what happened to it?

6. What happened when Jesus and the disciples were sailing across a lake?

9. What did the demons beg Jesus to let them enter?

10. Jesus spoke to the crowd about the parable of the _____.

1 2

3 4

5

6

7

0198

11

12

13

EclipseCrossword.com

Biblical Crossword
Luke 8:1-33 (NRSV)
Solution on page 26.

Want to join us at Scots’?

You’d be sure of
a warm welcome.

Please contact the Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on (03) 9877 1252.



Gracious God, 
We thought we seek for you, but we merely seek for your blessings

your healing to sustain our ailing bodies
your strength to support our addiction to money

your power to solidify our ambition to control
your wisdom to satisfy our curious minds
your peace to soothe our anxious hearts

your presence to subdue our lonely souls
your forgiveness to silence our guilty conscience

We look as if we earnestly seek you, 
though our shopping lists show otherwise.

We fool people by our obedient posture, 
our me-centered religious devotions.

They think we love you for your sake. 
Truth is, we love you for our sake.

We are merely users who find you useful for us, 
not worshippers who find you beautiful.

You made us realize that when you said,
“No one seeks for God”, you meant it for us too. 
Not only those non-believers we conveniently 

thought of whenever we read that verse.

Our pious prayers are nothing but our pathetic way
to christen our lusts and feed our idol-infested hearts.

With our mouths stopped as we run out of excuses, 
we stand condemned before you.

O Lord, our merciful and gracious God,
slow to anger and abounding in love.

Do whatever it takes to help us 
find you beautiful rather than useful, 
even it means taking your blessings 

so we can get you.

— A prayer inspired by Romans 3:9-20, Sen Sendjaya




