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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Dear Friends,

It was a marvellous privilege recently to ordain five 
new elders into the ministry of Scots’ Church. We now 
have about 30 elders serving us, of whom three serve 
the Indonesian-language congregation and five serve 
St Stephen’s congregation in Flemington. The Leaflet 
editor has written a helpful little piece for this edition, 

which outlines some of the functions of the eldership.

Every elder has a unique set of gifts and they will all take different parts in the life 
and work of the congregation they serve, but that is not true just for the elders, it is 
also true of everyone who is part of our community of faith. Everybody is gifted in 
some way and one of the joys of leadership is helping people discover their gifts 
and the ways in which they can use these gifts to serve God and the church.

There are many different opportunities for you to serve at Scots’ Church and I 
would encourage you to get involved (if you’re not already) in at least one or 
maybe more of them, depending on your own capacity to do new things. The 
Welcome Desk, the mission at Flemington, the monthly Sausage Sizzle, the Pastoral 
Care team, musicians for our evening service—these are just a few of the areas in 
which we can always use new volunteers.

The Apostle Paul talks about the church being one body, under the head of Christ, 
with many different parts, each of which serves a different function (see especially 
Romans 12:6-8). The practical application of this is that every congregation needs a 
broad variety of ministries that engage its members in the work of Christ and serve 
our wider community in many different ways, and every person should be able to 
find a place in that.

Wishing you every blessing,

Douglas

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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An International Congregation

One of the privileges of being a city centre church is 
that we have people with us from all over the world. 
The 5:00 pm engage congregation is truly international 
in character. Of approximately 20,000 people who live 
in the central business district, around 66 percent were 
born overseas.

Recently, we farewelled Cassandra Seah (see photos on this page). Cassandra came 
to us from Singapore 18 months ago. She commenced a course in Music Therapy at 
The University of Melbourne. Like many international students in our city, she found 

an apartment close to 
the university. She came 
to Scots’ on her first 
Sunday in Melbourne, 
and continued to attend 
each week. She joined 
our Tuesday City Bible 
Study and played an 
active role in our music 
group. She could play 
piano, keyboard and 
guitar. Cassandra, along 
with others, would gather 
together on a Sunday 
afternoon, before the 
engage music group 
practice, to teach others 
how to further develop 
their skills in playing 
musical instruments. She 

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Cassandra with many of her friends from Melbourne.
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A special marriage blessing

In late 2013, John and Angie Hebing 
contacted David Currie to enquire 
regarding the possibility of or-
ganising a special ceremony for a 
‘Blessing of their Marriage’. They 
are from Holland, but had their 
honeymoon in Australia, and then 
visited again in 2003. They love 
Scots’ Church, Melbourne!

The ceremony took place on Tuesday, 
12th November 2013, and what a mov-
ing ‘service of blessing’ it was.

People come from all over the world to 
Scots’ Church, Melbourne to mark special moments in their lives. We take this op-
portunity of wishing John and Angie God’s blessing for the future. 

also contributed in a lively way to the women’s group that met on Tuesday night as 
a part of City Bible Study.

Cassandra was friendly, committed to the engage congregation and eager to grow 
in her understanding and application of God’s Word to her life. She was prepared to 
share her faith with others.

One of our prayers for our engage congregation is that we would be welcoming to 
people like Cassandra from around the world. We pray that they would find a spir-
itual home here at Scots’ while they study in Melbourne.

In many ways, our evening congregation is constantly sending people out, either 
back to their homeland or to other parts of Melbourne and Australia. This is one of 
the ministries that we have as a congregation. Of course, it is always sad to see peo-
ple leave, but a privilege to be engaged in such a ministry.

Richard

The Rev. David Currie with John and Angie Hebing.
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Updates

True freedom: Paul’s letter to the Galatians

I am astonished that you are so quickly … turning 
to a different gospel – not that there is another one, 
but there are some who trouble you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ. (Galatians 1:6-7, ESV)

After the briefest of niceties and greetings, that’s how the apostle Paul launches into 
his letter to the newly planted Christian churches in Galatia, a region of present-day 
Turkey. What follows is a brilliant exposition of what the gospel of grace means in its 
very essence, and a devastating exposure of the counterfeit version being peddled 
by people associated with a movement Paul calls ‘the circumcision party’.

This party seems to have claimed some connection with Jesus’ half-brother James, and 
even had the apostle Peter in fear of their influence and authority within the Church.

We no longer have a ‘circumcision party’ as such within our churches, but we are 
always faced with the insidious and corrosive influence of counterfeit gospels that 
seek to distort the gospel of Christ in various ways.

‘O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you?’ (Galatians 3:1, ESV), Paul asked. As 
we work our way through his letter at St Stephen’s, we are seeking to ask similar 
questions of ourselves, but hopefully in a preventative, rather than a remedial way:

•	 What are some of today’s counterfeit gospels that seek to bewitch us?

•	 How do we recognise them for what they are?

•	 How do we exercise the true freedom won for us by the Son, applied to us by 
the Spirit, and granted to us by the Father’s sheer grace?

Let the children come!

After many years in abeyance, St Stephen’s Sunday school is back! It is enthusiasti-
cally led by Fiona Laisanna, ably supported by Cindy Adahali, Laura Jenkins and 
Deb Court (and maybe more by the time this goes to print).

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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At the urging of St 
Stephen’s elders, I have 
also re-instituted a chil-
dren’s talk as a normal 
part of our Sunday morn-
ing worship.

As if to underline this 
long-awaited genera-
tional shift in our church, 
I baptised five-month old 
Ivy Margaret Daniels on 
Sunday, 29th June. Ivy was 
presented for baptism 
by her parents, Brad and 
Michelle Daniels, and 
Michelle’s sister Carolyn. 
It was a wonderful thing 
to minister the Sacrament 
to Ivy and for the congre-
gation to sing the Aaronic 
blessing upon her.

More members join St 
Stephen’s

We had the privilege and 
pleasure of admitting 
nine brothers and sisters 
in Christ to formal com-
municant membership of 
St Stephen’s on Sunday, 6th July. The new members are: Peter and Katharina Saxon, 
David and Urdur Pardede, Glenn Crewes, Simson and Lily Lay, Alfonsina Serhalawan 
and Mariaty Lapupeirissa.

Elders Harry Burge, Ronnie Adahali and Bob Farquharson were on hand to present 
the nine with commemorative bibles and to give them the right hand of fellowship.

Phil

The children get the best seats in the house for Ivy’s baptism.

The nine new communicant members with the Rev. Philip Court and 
three of the St Stephen’s elders.
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In Memoriam

The Rev. Dr Geoffrey Blackburn OAM
7th November 1914 – 13th July 2014

The Rev. Dr Geoffrey Blackburn was born in 
Melbourne in 1914. He spent his early child-
hood years in Balwyn, and was christened at 
Benson Street Methodist Church, Mont Albert. He 
attended Balwyn Primary School, later moving 
on to Camberwell Grammar School. Following a 
period in England with his family, they returned 
to Melbourne and settled in Surrey Hills. Geoff 

returned to Camberwell Grammar to complete his secondary education.

Geoff’s first job was as an office boy with the British General Electric Company 
(BGE) in the city, after which he was promoted to mail boy. In 1934, he enrolled for 
a Bachelor of Arts degree subjects at the University of Melbourne, and in early 1935 
he resigned from BGE to commence studies for the Baptist ministry. The family had 
been attending Balwyn Baptist Church since 1926, where Geoff had entered vigor-
ously into all aspects of church life, especially the Christian Endeavour movement. 
He was inspired by the many visiting missionaries who came to the church. Geoff 
met Edna Atkins, whom he later married in 1940, through Christian Endeavour 
activities.

In order to become a Baptist minister, Geoff had to serve as a home missionary in a 
country church and undertake a four-year theological course at the Baptist College 
of Victoria. His home mission church was at Beechworth in north–east Victoria. 
After some wonderful experiences there, he commenced his studies for the min-
istry in March 1936 and was ordained in December 1939. His first church was at 
Hopetoun in north–west Victoria.

The next call was to Elsternwick Baptist Church in suburban Melbourne, from 
October 1943, quite a contrast to the small country church he and Edna had left. By 
this time, they had a family of two boys: Keith and Alan. After a couple of years at 
Elsternwick, Geoff became an army chaplain, with his first posting to the Advance 
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Reinforcement Depot (ARD), Logan Village, Queensland, later being posted to 
Tarakan, Borneo, where he was stationed when peace was declared at the end of 
World War II.

On returning home, Geoff found Edna ill with rheumatoid arthritis, which was to 
worsen over time. In December 1946, Geoff was discharged from the army and took 
a position as youth director with the Baptist Union of Victoria, also studying for a 
Diploma of Education at this time. The role of youth director involved considerable 
travelling and, with Edna’s health deteriorating, Geoff resigned and became the edi-
tor of Sunday school publications for the Baptist Church of Australia. This opened 
up opportunities for a ministry to thousands of children, young people and teach-
ers, while being able to work at home and nurse Edna. During this time, he also 
ministered to Australian members of the Richmond Baptist Church, which had a 
large Slavic membership.

In 1955, the Baptist Church chartered a ship, the Esperance Bay, to take a delegation 
to the Jubilee Baptist World Congress in London. After much deliberation, Geoff 
went as tour secretary, leaving Edna in the care of capable nurses as her condi-
tion was stable. This wonderful journey of five months also included sightseeing in 
England and Europe, and a visit to the Holy Land. Sadly, Edna passed away in March 
1967 after many years as an invalid. After many months of grieving and throwing 
himself into studies for his PhD, Geoff began to socialise again. He and Edna had 
known Jessie Campbell for many years, and Jessie and he started to see each other. 
They were married in January 1969.

In 1971, Geoff commenced a three-month interim ministry at Fenwick Memorial 
Church, East Geelong, quickly followed by an interim ministry at Syndal Baptist 
Church. He then accepted a call to Syndal, where he remained in a most produc-
tive ministry until 1986. During this period, Geoff was president general of the 
Baptist Union of Australia from 1971 to 1975, making for a very busy life for Geoff 
and Jessie.

Geoff became the president of the Baptist Union of Victoria, holding this position 
from 1982 until October 1983. He also served as a member of the Victorian Baptist 
Historical Society; as editor of the Victorian Baptist Witness; and a member of 
the College Council of Whitley College, The Baptist College of Victoria. Geoff was 
involved with interdenominational organisations, including the Australian Council 
of Christian Education; the Billy Graham Crusade; Lausanne ’74 Conference on 
World Evangelism; Trans World Radio; and the Bill Newman Crusade.
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After his retirement from Syndal, Geoff remained active with interim ministries 
and visits to mission fields. He and Jessie also had some enjoyable holidays, both 
in Australia and overseas. He became a pastor to retired Baptist ministers and 
ministers’ widows. Geoff joined Rotary, becoming a charter member of the Rotary 
Club of Waverley Central. He was later made its first Paul Harris Fellow. He contin-
ued his studies, graduating as a Doctor of Ministry at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
California, USA, in 1991. In May 1998, he was awarded the OAM, Medal of the Order 
of Australia, ‘for services to the Baptist Church, in particular through the Baptist 
Union of Australia and the Baptist World Alliance’—recognition of many years of 
wonderful work.

A substantial autobiography, published in 2001, provides a comprehensive account 
of Geoff’s 65 years in the ministry of the Baptist Church, as well as his life story. In a 
broader sense, it is an historical record of the Baptist Church over the second half 
of the 20th century.

A few weeks after an interim ministry at Clarinda in early 2001, Geoff accepted 
an appointment as pastoral care minister at Scots’, a position he filled, together 
with Jessie, with great love, care and concern for all, for 11 years. Geoff and Jessie 
were honoured at the morning worship service, followed by a special luncheon, 
on Sunday, 1st April 2012. This was the day of Geoff’s retirement after a lifetime of 
wonderful work in the ministry. As well as family members and their many friends 
at Scots’, a large contingent of friends from the Syndal Baptist Church were among 
the guests.

After many years of residence in Camberwell, more recently Geoff and Jessie 
moved to TLC – The Heights Aged Care, Donvale. It was here that Geoff died peace-
fully on Sunday, 13th July.

Our thoughts and sympathy are with Jessie, Geoff’s sons Keith and Alan and their 
families, their wider family, and the many friends made during a lifetime of dedi-
cated ministry.

A thanksgiving service to celebrate Geoff’s life was held at Syndal Baptist Church 
on Friday, 18th July.

Reference: Geoffrey Blackburn, “Beyond Imagining: 65 Years of Christian Ministry”,  Printed  by Brown Prior Anderson, 
Burwood, Victoria, 2001.
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An update on building works at 150 Collins Street
Work continues on the installation of services and the internal fit to the new 
building as the project draws close to completion.

The walkway from Collins Street, between the church and Assembly Hall build-
ings, is still under construction. The area between the church and new building is 
progressing well, as is the façade in Little Collins Street.

Progress on the walkway between church and Assembly Hall continues.
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The wrought iron fence in Russell Street, temporarily removed to allow disabled 
access, will be repaired when the permanent ramp at the rear of the church is 
completed. Rear access to the church will, of course, again be possible when 
building work is finished.

The excellent relationship engendered between Scots’ Church and Grocon 
throughout the building process has resulted in continuing flexibility on behalf 
of both parties. Given that major building construction is nearing completion just 
metres from the church building, there has been no disruption to our worship 
services. Such aspects as disabled access to the church, access to the east lawn 
for the Easter morning service, and the temporary relocation of the ‘Station of 
the Cross’ have allowed us to continue with ‘business as usual’. Our thanks go to 
our trustees, led by Chairman Rae Anstee, our Administrator Andrew North, and 
Grocon management for their constant attention to detail throughout the plan-
ning and building process.

The open area between the church and building. The exterior of the building to the rear of the church.
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Nihary Ratsimbazafy

Nihary Ratsimbazafy, a member of our 5:00 pm engage congregation, has 
recently returned from a trek to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
to raise money for the work of United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Although Nihary was 
born in France, her child-
hood was spent between 
France and Madagascar. 
After her father died, she 
attended primary school 
in Madagascar. She 
then returned to France, 
where she lived with an 
aunt and undertook her 
secondary education. 
Her mother still lives in 
Madagascar.

Nihary went on to uni-
versity in France, where 
she studied Information 
Technology Engineering. 
After completing her 
degree, she began to 
look for work and realised that it would be of great advantage to be able to speak 
English fluently. She had always wanted to visit Australia, so took the opportunity 
to come, and really enjoyed her visit. She subsequently returned to live in Sydney, 
working as a volunteer doing maintenance on a three masted sailing ship, the 
James Craig, an experience she loved. She married an Australian, but is now 
divorced. Moving to Melbourne about seven years ago, Nihary works as a docu-
ment controller with an engineering company.

Having grown up in the Presbyterian tradition, Nihary sought out Scots’ Church 
when she arrived in Melbourne. She began coming to the morning worship service, 

Interview

Nihary (seated second from left in front row) and her trekking friends 
with a long walk ahead!
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but now comes to the 
5:00 pm engage service, 
where she plays the 
guitar with the Engage 
Music Group.

Some time ago, Nihary 
made a donation to 
UNICEF, and some time 
later received an email 
about climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro to raise 
money, which immediately 
aroused her interest. With 
the assistance of ‘Inspired 

Adventures’, each participant was expected to raise $4,000 for UNICEF, as well as being 
self-funded for a trek to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro. Nihary, who was already fit, 
had to spend considerable time and effort in preparation for this walk. She undertook 
training doing CrossFit, which provides high-intensity training for fitness.

In June, Nihary flew from Melbourne to Bangkok, then to Nairobi and on to 
Kilimanjaro airport. The group of 16 participants in the walk stayed at Arusha, in 
northern Tanzania, a five-hour drive from Mount Kilimanjaro. This mountain is a 
dormant volcano and the highest in Africa; it is 5,895 metres (19,341 feet) high and 
is also the highest free-standing mountain in the world. The group took five days to 
climb to the summit, and a further two days to return to the base, with all but one 
of the group reaching the top. They were supported by eight guides and 48 porters. 
Along with many of the group, Nihary experienced altitude sickness. At about 4,000 
metres, she developed headache, nausea and difficulty breathing, and found it hard 
to get comfortable in any position. Panadol and Diamox helped to relieve the symp-
toms, and she was able to continue to the summit. Although the weather was foggy 
at times, the group also had some beautiful clear days. However, Nihary found dif-
ficulty coping with the intense cold on the upper reaches of the mountain.

After a holiday of just two weeks from her work to undertake this walk, Nihary is 
now safely back home and continuing to enjoy keeping fit with CrossFit.

Our warmest congratulations to Nihary for a wonderful achievement in climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro and raising $4,000 for the work of UNICEF.

The walkers make their way to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, 
almost 5,895 metres high.
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Ordination of Elders

On Sunday, 22nd June 2014, an ordination service for elders took place in the 
morning worship service. Peter Armstrong, David Gibb, Andrew McDonald, 
Remo Prinsloo and Wayne Truong were each ordained as elders.

Elders are mature 
Christian leaders who 
are chosen by the mem-
bers of the congregation. 
According to the Bible, 
some elders have special 
responsibility to lead, 
while others have special 
responsibility to teach, 
as well as to lead. The 
former are sometimes 
called ruling elders and 
the latter, teaching elders 
or ministers. Both rul-
ing and teaching elders 
share the responsibility 
for making decisions on 
behalf of the church. An 
elder is ordained for life.

A ruling elder is ordained 
by the minister and is 
answerable to the Kirk 
Session. Elders have pas-
toral responsibilities that 
they carry out under the 
guidance of a minister. 
Members are assigned to 
an elder, who visits them 
on a regular basis. The elders may also assist the minister in the distribution of the 
bread and wine at formal communion services.

The ordination service.

From left: Remo Prinsloo, Wayne Truong, David Gibb, Peter Armstrong 
and Andrew McDonald are welcomed by fellow elders.
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All elders are members of the Kirk Session, and may also be appointed to attend 
Presbytery. Elders play an important role in the spiritual life of the church.

We warmly congratulate each of our new elders on their ordination.

References: How the Presbyterian Church of Australia Functions.  www.presbyterian.org.au/index.php/functions; 
Wikipedia: Ministers and elders of the Church of Scotland. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministers_and_elders_of_the_Church_
of_Scotland.

The Presbyterian Church of Australia

The Presbyterian Church of Australia was formed in 1901 as a federation of 
state Presbyterian churches. Churches in each state preserve their own iden-
tity, although the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia 
has taken on some responsibilities, such as guarding church doctrine and its 
practice of worship.

The church’s name comes from the Greek presbuteros, the word used for an elder 
or mature Christian leader in the New Testament. The word ‘presbyterian’ explains 
how the church is governed. There are no individuals with the powers of mod-
ern-day bishops or archbishops. Neither does the church function as a simple 
congregational democracy. The ministers and elders provide leadership for the 
church.

A minister and elder from each church have a seat at the regional presbytery (a 
group of churches) and at their state’s general assembly. The state assembly meets 
annually and elects a moderator for the year. The General Assembly of Australia, 
composed of representatives from presbyteries and each state assembly, meets 
every three years, when it elects a moderator general until the next meeting.

Only ordained ministers are able to administer communion, except in rare circum-
stances where an elder may be licensed to do so. Likewise, baptism may only be 
administered by an ordained minister. Ministers and elders are required to agree 
to the Westminster Confession of Faith as their subordinate authority to the Bible. 

Reference: Presbyterian Church of Australia.  http://www.presbyterian.org.au
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Sir Samuel Wilson, 1832–1895

Born in Ballycloughan, County Antrim, Ireland, Samuel Wilson arrived in Australia 
in 1852 with his brother John who, with other brothers, Charles and Alexander, had 
squatting runs in the Wimmera region of Victoria.

After success as a miner on the gold-
fields, he prospered as a carrier of 
supplies from Melbourne to Ballarat 
and beyond, where he earned the name 
‘Bullocky Sam’.  After selling his prop-
erty in Ireland, with his brothers’ help 
he bought from William Taylor (trustee 
of The Scots’ Church from 1889 to 1903), 
Longerenong Station at the junction of 
the Wimmera River and Yarriambiack 
Creek. In addition to this property, he 
held large pastoral interests in New 
South Wales and Queensland, as well 
as Ercildoune Estate, near Burrumbeet, 
noted for its breed of merino sheep.

On 10th December 1861 in Melbourne, in 
a ceremony performed by the Rev. Irving 
Hetherington, he married Jean, daughter 
of the Hon. William Campbell (trustee 
of The Scots’ Church from 1871 to 1883). 
They had four sons and three daughters.

According to a pew rental register held in the archives, he regularly worshipped at 
Scots’ Church.

He represented the Wimmera in the Legislative Assembly from 1861 to 1864, and the 
Western Province in the Legislative Council from 1875 until May 1881, when he resigned.

In 1874, he gifted £30,000 to build a hall at The University of Melbourne and set the 
foundation stone for the Gothic Wilson Hall in 1879. He made many other dona-

From the Archives

Sir Samuel Wilson, c. 1862.
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tions to charitable and religious bodies, including the gallery window at Scots’ 
Church. It is the oldest window in the church, having been presented in 1876, soon 
after the building’s completion. The manufacturer was Ferguson & Urie, and the art-
ist David Relph Drape. He was knighted in 1875.

Sir Samuel retired to England in 1881. After one unsuccessful attempt to enter par-
liament, he represented Portsmouth from 1886 to 1892. The following year he visited 
Australia, but returned to England, where he died in 1895.

His eldest son, Major Gordon Chesney Wilson, was attached to the garrison that 
defended Mafeking during the Second Boer War. Major Wilson was married to Sir 
Winston Churchill’s aunt, Lady Sarah Spenser Churchill, who was also serving inside 
the besieged town as a war correspondent. Gordon Wilson was aide-de-camp to 
Baden Powell at that time. Gordon Wilson was killed in action near Ypres in 1914.

Judith Kilmartin

References: Australian Dictionary of Biography, Sir Samuel Wilson.  adb.anu.edu.au/biography/wilson-sir-samuel-1052; 
Boer War Despatches March 2014 – Victoria and Tasmania, ‘Australians at Mafeking’, p.1.

John Wilson (1813–1881)

John Wilson, the elder brother of Samuel Wilson, 
was born in Ballyclough, County Antrim, Northern 
Ireland. He came to Australia in 1841, back to 
Ireland in 1851, where he married and returned 
here in 1852. He later joined Samuel in a pastoral 
partnership. His home, ‘Woodlands’, near Ararat, 
Victoria, was a grand Italianate mansion built in 
1868 to a design by architects Crouch & Wilson.

In 1879, John Wilson donated the second largest 
stained glass window in Scots’ Church. The Last Supper 
was also manufactured by Ferguson & Urie of Melbourne.

References: John Wilson/Ferguson Urie.  http://fergusonandurie.wordpress.com/tag/john-wilson; The Kirkpatrick 
Family Archives.  genealogy.kirkpatrickaustralian.com/archives/getperson.php?personID=119625&tree=TKA.

‘Woodlands’.
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ConCert 1
Sun, 31St Aug. At 2.00 pm

Thomas Heywood with the Scots’ Church 
choir, directed by Douglas Lawrence

Organ works by Lux, Mendelssohn, Grieg, 
Beethoven, Elgar, Nimrod.

Choir works by Mendelssohn, Elgar.

ConCert 2
tueSdAy, 2nd Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Stefan Kießling 
(Leipzig,Thomaskirche)

Works by Buxtehude, Bach, Reger.

mASter ClASS

WedneSdAy, 3rd Sept. At 2.00 pm

Organist: Stefan Kießling 
(Leipzig,Thomaskirche)

Players and listeners welcome.

ConCert 3
SAturdAy, 6th Sept. At 3.00 pm

Organist: Giampaolo di Rosa (Portuguese 
Church, Rome)

Works by Tournemire, Elgar.

ConCert 4
tueSdAy, 9th Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Merethe Køhl Hansen (Sorø 
Abbey Church, Denmark)

Works by Gade, Lorenstzen, Madsen, 
Buxtehude, Bach.

the InternAtIonAl orgAn SerIeS 2014

ConCert 5
tueSdAy, 16th Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organists: Kevin Duggan (Rønne Church, 
Denmark)

Violin: Philip Healey

Works by Mendelssohn, Medsen, Franck, 
Kuchaf, Eben, Duggan.

ConCert 6
SAturdAy, 20th Sept. At 3.00 pm

Organist: Wolfgang Capek 
(Augustinerkirche, Vienna)

Works by Mozart, Haydn, Schmidt, Labor, 
Lefebure–Wely, Nibelle, Bonnet, Jongen.

ConCert 7
tueSdAy, 23rd Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Douglas Lawrence (Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne)

Works by Bruhns, de Mage, Bach, Pierne, 
Messiaen, Brumby.

ConCert 8
tueSdAy, 30th Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Joseph Nolan (St George’s 
Cathedral, Perth)

Works by Bach, Franck, Widor.

Music at the scots’ church is Made possible by the generous support of 
the scots’ church Minor trusts.

adMission to all events in the scots’ church is free.
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Our Director of Music, Douglas Lawrence OAM, and his wife Elizabeth Anderson, 
travelled to Europe in late June to commence a concert tour. Douglas has 
had the pleasure of performing on some magnificent organs in a number of 
European countries, including Germany, Switzerland, Italy and Austria.

One of the early concerts was at St 
George’s Church in Marl, Germany. This 
church has a wonderful organ built by 
the Swiss firm, Metzler. The origins of 
the church go back to the 11th century 
when it belonged to a count, becom-
ing a parish church in the 13th century. 
It was under the patronage of a local 
noble family from 1419 to the 1830s, 
when patronage devolved to a baron. 
The church was completely restored 
in the 1850s, retaining the 12th century 
Romanesque foundation wall.

Then on to Switzerland, where Douglas 
was privileged to play at the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame, Lausanne. The fine 
organ in this church, designed by Fisk 
(an American company), was inaugu-
rated in December 2003. It is unique, as 
it covers all four principal organ styles 
of classical, French symphony, Baroque and German romantic.

Rome, Italy, was the next city on the tour, where Douglas gave a concert on the 
organ of the Church of St. Anthony of Padua, Merulana Way. This magnificent 
Baroque church, completed in 1887 on the ancient site of a Franciscan convent, 
was restored in 1950 with some further additions 10 years later. The organ is in 
a niche framed by pink granite Corinthian columns. To Douglas’ surprise, the 
Australian Ambassador and his wife came to the concert.

Douglas Lawrence on Tour in Europe

The organ at St George’s Church, Marl, Germany, 
built by the Swiss firm of Metzler.



 P a g e  1 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 4

The next concert was at St Jacob’s 
City Church, Villach, Austria. This three-
aisled Gothic church dates back to the 
14th century. It has a splendid Baroque 
canopied altar, choir stalls from 1464, 
and a stone pulpit from 1555. It has a 
Rieger organ.

Douglas and Elizabeth then travelled 
to Vienna, where Douglas performed 
on the Rieger organ at St Augustine’s 
Church. This beautiful church was 
originally built in the 14th century as 
the parish church of the Imperial court 
of the Hapsburgs. Its Gothic interior 
was an 18th century addition, and it 
has some wonderful Baroque features. 
There are two organs in the church; a 
small Reil Brothers organ (Dutch, 1985), 
and a large Rieger organ that has been 
installed in a magnificent organ case 
dating from the 1730s.

Prior to further concerts for organ and 
harpsichord in Poland, Douglas and 
Elizabeth travelled to Sicily for a well-
earned break.

References: Augustinian Church, Vienna.  pipedreams.
publicradio.org/events/tour/Austria_2009/day_09/; 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustinian_Church_Vienna; 
Church of St. Anthony of Padua. romanchurches.wikia.
com/wiki/Sant’Antonio_da_Padova_in_Via_Merulana; 
Marl Germany Travel Guide.  www.holidaygermany.
com/cityguides/marl-travel-guide-germany; Villach, 
Austria.  www.virtualourist.com/travel/Europe/Austria/
Bundesland/Karnten/Villach-320906/TravelGuide-Villach.
html; www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions-/villach-a-
k-vill.htm; Wikipedia: Lausanne Cathedral. en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Lausanne_Cathedral.

The small Reil organ in St Augustine’s Church, 
Vienna, Austria.

The magnificent 1730s organ case that houses the 
Rieger organ at St Augustine’s Church, Vienna.
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Watoto Children’s Choir at Scots’

On Wednesday, 11th June, the Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda, East 
Africa, presented two memorable concerts entitled ‘Beautiful Africa: a New 
Generation’. They performed at the lunchtime service and again at 7:30 pm. 
The concerts were in memory of Lt Col. Ed Sullivan and were a very special 
way in which to honour Ed, a much loved member of our congregation.

The Watoto Children’s 
choirs have travelled 
internationally since 
1994. They are one part 
of a much larger program 
initiated by Canadians 
Gary Skinner and his wife 
Marilyn, who established 
an English-speaking 
church in Kampala, 
Uganda’s capital. This 
church, Watoto Church, 
now has 20 services each 
Sunday at eight locations 
across the city, with an 

attendance of over 17,000 people.

The Watoto ministry cares for over 2,000 orphaned children and for vulnerable 
women. The aim is to raise the next generation of African leaders through excellence 
in academic and practical skills, and integrity in conduct and moral values, so that 
each child grows up to become a responsible Christian and a productive citizen.

Each child in the choir has lost one or both parents through disease or war. They live 
in Watoto children’s villages, this allowing them to rise up from their despairing situ-
ations. The vitality and enthusiasm of the children, with their wonderful singing and 
dancing, exciting visual effects and stories of transformed lives, were much appreci-
ated by the audience, who were even able to join in dancing and singing at times!

Reference: Watoto.   http://www.watoto.com

Children of the Choir present the vision of Watoto through music, 
dance and stories
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David Seth–Hazelwood Gibb

David Gibb, one of our recently ordained elders, has a long association with 
Scots’ Church through the weekday lunchtime services that he attended 
whenever possible through the years he worked in the city.

A fifth generation Scot in Australia, David is a descendant of Michael Cadzow, who 
was born on 24th September 1818 in the parish of Hamilton, County of Lanark, 
Scotland. Helen and Michael Cadzow left Scotland in the ship Eastern Empire on 
5th March 1864 and landed in Port Adelaide on 20th June. They arrived with their 
seven children in good health, their conduct being recorded as excellent. On its 
return to England, the ship, loaded with horses, disappeared and was never heard of 
again. Son, James Matthew Cadzow (David’s great-great-grandfather), subsequently 
purchased land in South Australia and eventually owned the Walloway Butter 
Factory at Orroroo, South Australia.

David’s maternal forebears were English. His great-grandfather, John Hazelwood 
Worrall, was one of the first solicitors in Warrnambool. His grandfather, Seth 
Hazelwood Worrall, was a store owner in Beulah and later a grazier at Lismore, 
Victoria.

David’s father, Albert Francis Gibb, married twice due to the death of his first wife. 
There were two sons from the first marriage, and David was the second son of his 
father’s second marriage; he also has a younger sister. His father was a property 
manager at Bookaar, Victoria.

Born in Camperdown, Victoria, David grew up on the farm, enjoying assisting 
in various ways as he grew up. He attended Bookaar Primary School and then 
Camperdown High School where he was dux in Third Form. Childhood interests 
included cycling, rabbiting, mushrooming and music. David’s first memory of 
church is as a very young child, when the family attended the Presbyterian Church 
services held at the Bookaar Primary School. The Rev. David Drennan conducted 
the services, which had a lasting impression on David’s life.

Although David had always wanted to be a farmer, there was no work available at 
home. When he had completed his secondary education he joined the ANZ Bank 

Elder in the Spotlight
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at Camperdown, Victoria. 
His career took him to 
six country branches 
after which he was trans-
ferred to Melbourne as 
the bank’s recruitment 
officer. From there he 
progressed to senior 
management. Along the 
way he was appointed 
accountant nominee; 
assistant registrar Esanda; 
Box Hill area branch 
manager; registrar of 
Esanda; and then to the 
Nominee Department as 
executive manager, oper-
ations at ANZ Nominees 
until he retired in 1995.

David met his wife Val on a mail bus run from Darlington to Camperdown in 
1957 when she was on her way to work as a legal secretary in the local solicitor’s 
office. They were married at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Camperdown, on 
24th October 1964. They had two children: Christopher who was born on 15th 
September 1967, and Davina, born on 18th August 1971. Sadly, David, Val and fam-
ily have suffered two tragic family losses. Davina’s first husband died in the year 
2000. She has since remarried and has a daughter Ruby. Christopher, who had 
twins Darcy and Stella, died from stomach cancer on the 13th January 2013. Val 
nursed Chris at home for 11 months prior to his death, which was a wonderful 
thing to do. As always, Val has been a great support to David and the family over 
the years. The grandchildren bring great happiness to David and Val and they 
look on them as a blessing. Their faith has certainly sustained them during these 
sad times.

David worked in the city for 25 years and attended the lunchtime services at Scots’ 
whenever possible. When St Stephen’s Uniting Church (Presbyterian prior to church 
union) closed its doors at Ringwood East, after 40 years of worshipping there, David 

David and Val Gibb.
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and Val decided to check 
out Scots’. They found 
great warmth, the congre-
gation welcoming and 
friendly, and it felt like 
home (thank you to all.) 
David and Val are mem-
bers of the Outreach 
Committee and are ros-
tered on the Welcome 
Desk once a month. 
David is a member of the 
Board of Management, 
and on 22nd June, he 
was ordained as an elder. 
He has been a member 
of the Social Services Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria for nearly four years and secretary 
for about three years.

Over the years, David has enjoyed playing golf and is 
a member of his local Probus golf group at Ringwood. 
A few years back he had the good fortune of having 
a hole in one on the eighth. This was a great thrill. He 
has been president of the Probus Club of Ringwood 
on two occasions. During retirement they have had 
eight overseas trips and they have planned a trip to 
Russia in July 2014. They also operated a successful 
bed and breakfast business from home for a period of 
12 years.

David and Val are looking forward to spending many 
years at Scots’, a place they feel they can call home.

Our thanks to David and Val for their continuing con-
tribution to Scots’ and the wider church in so many 
ways.
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Hidden words: SON OF MAN.

David and Val Gibb (second and third from left) at a recent Outreach 
Committee visit arranged to the Rippon Lea Estate.
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Plants of the Bible
Common Acacia

The common acacia (Acacia raddiana) is one 
of five species of acacia native to Israel and 
the Sinai Peninsula. However, biblical schol-
ars generally agree that the common acacia 
is most likely the one to which reference is 
made in the Old Testament. This is due to 
the common occurrence of this plant in the 
region, and to the suitability of its wood for 
use in construction.

The genus Acacia, a member of the Fabaceae 
family, has about 750 species, many of which 
grow in Australia, Africa and the islands of the 
Pacific Ocean. The common acacia grows as 
a small hardy tree, reaching a height of 4 to 8 
metres. The leaves are alternate and bipinnate; 
they are very small, which helps the plant to 
conserve water in a desert environment. The tree 
has deep roots, often growing in places where 
water only occurs at considerable depths. The 
flowers are pale yellow, and are arranged densely 

in small globules, like other members of the genus. Seeds are contained in a 
curved pod-like structure. The tree has thorns, which help to protect the young 
leaves from being eaten.

Acacia wood was widely used in the construction of the tabernacle, described 
in detail in Exodus 37 and 38. This included the ark, the table, the brazen and 
incense altars, and all poles. Reference is also made to the acacia in Isaiah 41:19, 
where it is given a place of honour, together with other trees, including the cedar.

The wood of the common acacia is hard and dense; the heart-wood is dark red in 
colour and attractive when polished. It is also resistant to decay due to the pres-

Common acacia
(Acacia raddiana)



 P a g e  2 5

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 4

ence of substances that make the wood unpalatable to insects and repellent to 
water penetration.

The resin that exudes from desert acacias is called gummi Arabicum (gum arabic). 
It was used as a medicine in ancient times, but these days is mostly used in the 
food industry, also in printing, paint production, cosmetic and various industrial 
applications.

It is of interest to note that the extensive wood panelling and some other items 
in Scots’ Church, including the lectern, are made from acacia, in this instance, the 
native blackwood wattle, Acacia melanoxylon.

References: Old Dominion University, Acacia.  http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmussellm/plant/bible/acacia.php; Wild Flowers 
of Israel, Acacia raddiana.  http.//www.wildflowers.co.il/english/plant.asp?ID=989; Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

The Tabernacle
From the time of the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt to the conquering 
of the land of Canaan, the Tabernacle was the portable dwelling place for 
the presence of God. It included an inner shrine (the Holy of Holies), where 
the Ark of the Covenant was kept. The Ark itself held two stone tablets 
brought down from Mount Sinai by Moses, on which the ten command-
ments were written. The Tabernacle also consisted of an outer chamber 
with a lampstand of gold, a table for bread, altars for sacrifices and for 
burning incense.

One of the twelve tribes of Israel, the tribe of Levi, was charged with responsibility 
for the care and guarding of the Tabernacle with all its equipment. This is set out in 
the book of Numbers 1:48-54. The Tabernacle accompanied the Israelites as they 
wandered through the wilderness in their quest for the Promised Land. When the 
First Temple was finally built in Jerusalem, the Tabernacle was no longer necessary.

References: What is the Tabernacle of Moses? – The Tabernacle Place.  the-tabernacle-place.com/articles/what_is_
the_tabernacle; Wikipedia, Tabernacle.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabernacle.
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Mission Church now twice a month

Tuesday morning worship at St Stephen’s, Flemington (in the same grounds as the 
Mission Hall), is now being conducted twice a month so that it now coincides with 
each Tuesday on which the mission distributes bags of groceries. The services last 
for the half hour immediately before the mission hall opens its doors.

Education assistance

Where funds allow, the mission provides much-needed and carefully targeted help 
to families in distress. In a recent case, we funded the purchase of an iPad for a 
14-year-old boy whose father was in financial hardship. The iPad was a compulsory 
school requirement. Some weeks later we received the following email from the 
social worker who deals with the family:

The 14-year-old son is not only using the iPad as required for school work but 
has….wait for it….started to download books and is READING!!! The father tells 
me that this is a very happy and unexpected bonus as the son has not previously 
been a reader. We concluded that for a 14 year-old male, reading on an iPad is 
WAY cooler than reading an old fashion book!!! Many thanks for a great outcome.

Financial support

It’s pleasing to report that financial support from congregations, church organisa-
tions, businesses and individuals from around the state is steadily increasing. This 
has helped in stabilising the mission’s situation and improved the prospects of our 
longer term viability as the Presbyterian Church in Victoria’s sole remaining organ-
ised ministry of justice and mercy.

Please consider becoming a regular sponsor by contributing electronically or 
by cheque. For electronic transfer, our BSB is 083 004 and our account number is 
51512 1952. Alternatively, cheques made out to Presbyterian & Scots’ Church Joint 
Mission can be posted to: The Mission Treasurer (Mrs Glenys Wright), 86 Kurunjang 
Drive, Kurunjang, Vic, 3337.

Phil Court
Missioner

News from the Flemington Mission
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Elizabeth Lewis, a member of the Outreach Committee, has for a number 
of years been involved with Vanimo Hospital and rehabilitation centre in 
Papua New Guinea (PNG). This began through Monash Medical Centre, where 
Elizabeth was a neurosurgeon and chairman of the hospital’s paediatric pro-
gram. The Passionist Mission in PNG also works in collaboration with Vanimo, 
and Elizabeth continues to be involved in supporting these initiatives. One 
of her colleagues there, Father Philip Smith, was recently in Melbourne and 
agreed to write the following article which provides some insight into the fine 
work being carried out in PNG in the name of Christ.

Father Philip Smith writes:

“My father was a wandering Aramean.” (Deut 26:5) Not quite, but he did sail 
the Seven Seas in ships for many years and I suspect I have inherited more 
than my share of his DNA as I seem to have spent a lifetime travelling if 
not wandering. My first great adventure was on the SS Esperance Bay from 
Southampton to Melbourne as a “ten pound Pom” back in 1948. A wonderful 
adventure for a seven year old boy. It was the first of many voyages that have 
been every bit as wonderful and exciting.

During my student years in Melbourne, 1968-1971 I often came across the 
Passionist Missionaries who served in what was then New Guinea and in its 
most remote corner bordering Hollandia, later to become Irian Jaya, still later 
to become Jayapura, now known as West Papua. The missionaries had a cap-
tive audience in we students and they showed endless slides of mission life in 
the wilds of New Guinea recounting all the wondrous deeds God was doing 
through their ministry to the village people. Besides the Gospel, the mission-
aries brought education and health to the people they served, living among 
them and sharing their simple life style. They also spent most of their leave in 
Australia getting malaria out of their system, curing tropical ulcers, fixing loose 
teeth, checking their eyesight and various other medical pursuits. I congratulat-
ed them on their courage and faith and assured them of my prayers when they 
returned. I was not the courageous type! Instead God called me to the slums 
of India for six years!

A Missionary Writes …
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India was a turning point in my life. I had been brought up in County 
Cornwall in the UK for the first seven years of my life and then Hobart until 
I was 23 years old. Believe it or not I had never seen a black person or an 
Australian Aborigine. My world was white Anglo Saxon Catholic…as distinct 
from WASP of course!

There are some great lines in the Acts of the Apostles when the first disciples 
finally get it! “What I have now come to realize…” says Peter in Acts 10:34 
or again when Paul and Barnabas arrive back in Jerusalem to report to the 
Mother Church about the slight problem with the admission of the Gentiles! 
Or when Paul is thrown off his high horse on the way to persecute yet more 
Christians…these were turning points in the life of the early Church and they 
were turning points because the early Church was prepared to listen, to learn 
and change its direction in a dramatic way. Individuals, who make up the 
Church anyway, had to change their mindset to see the world in a totally differ-
ent light than the one they had grown up in.

India for me was that “I have now come to realize” moment when my world 
began to change, when all that was so familiar and important to me became, 
if not suddenly, then certainly in short space of time, less important. Living 
amongst the poor in India I learned from them that possessions were not 
all that important, and possessions certainly did not guarantee happiness. I 
shall never forget the disarming smiles on the faces of the  children who lived 
around who would pinch my white skin to see if I was real! 

After India I did a stint in the South side of Chicago whilst I applied myself to 
a Master’s degree. I was ready for PNG!

Upon arriving back in Australia my Provincial asked me if I would go to Port 
Moresby to teach Sacred Scripture in the National seminary…for three months. 
21 years later I’m still here, not teaching Scripture any more, at least not in the 
classroom, but simply ministering to simple village people, to “strit meris” who 
frequent the beach area in front of my house and to university students for 
which I get paid handsomely!

After my Mass on Sunday mornings I get in my 4x4 and head off into the bush, 
to Omoru village some 25 kilometres from Madang. No running water, no elec-
tricity no school or health centre…I first went to Omoru about six years ago 
to buy some coconut plants to plant along the road in front of my house and I 



 P a g e  2 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 4

discovered that just about every child 
and many of the adults were covered 
in grille grille…a fungal infection of 
the skin and most uncomfortable 
if you have it! So began a ministry 
of healing. I went back the next 
weekend with a couple of dozen 
packets of “pikkinini grille” tablets, 
“three tablets daily with meals until 
finished” and bars of soap! The next 
week I went back with more tablets 
and finally after a couple of years the 
grille seems to have been defeated in 
the village! I still go back and keep 
an eye on things and hand out the 
odd packet of tablets!

What continually amazes me about 
these very poor people is their 
generosity…I go back to town each 
Sunday loaded up with vegetables 
and fruit from their gardens and then 
spend the afternoon giving them 
away to families who are not so well 
off in the town.

There is one little girl, Anna by name, 
who has a congenital eye defect 
which leaves her blind in one eye. I’ll 
attach her picture. I am trying to get 
her to an eye doctor to remove the 
affected eye and fit a prosthetic eye 
as she is about to begin school, (a 
two hour walk morning and after-
noon)  and is quite self conscious 
about her looks…what little girl isn’t?

As I mentioned earlier, as Church we 
are called to listen and learn, just Anna.

Ready for church on Sunday!
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the same as the early church was and possibly with just as dramatic effect 
in our lives. Up here in PNG we have learnt not to allow the old bogies of 
Catholic versus Protestant to come between us and the Gospel message…the 
people of Omoru are all good Lutherans and I have no intention of making 
them anything else! We Catholics, or Presbyterians for that matter, do not have 
a monopoly on goodness and generosity and where we find these we gaze 
upon the face of God.

I notice that the word count on my screen is now showing 1084…I was asked 
to write about 500-1000 words so I had better draw to a close. But one final 
thought.

Strive to be open as minded as those wonderful first disciples, don’t let the 
past, no matter how good the “good old days” dictate how you see things 
today, look forward to those “I have now come to realize” moments and expe-
rience a freedom only the Gospel can give.

Our thanks to Father Philip Smith, Elizabeth Lewis, and the many missionaries who 
work to improve the health and well-being of the people of PNG.

Expectant faces as I drive into the village.
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Janet Cowden is a member of Wycliffe Bible Translators, and of Scots Church, 
Drouin. She has kindly agreed to write about her experiences with Wycliffe 
over many years. Our thanks to Janet for providing a personal account of this 
vital work.

Janet writes:

I became a member of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators Australia after I 
finished the first year course of the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) 
School and the orientation course in 
Brisbane early 1970. (SIL was then 
a sister organisation of Wycliffe Bible 
Translators.)

I had just completed three years 
at Melbourne Bible Institute 
in Armadale, Victoria, during 
which time I had been increas-
ingly convinced of the value of the 
Bible in one’s own language. I had 
also become aware of the need of many groups of Australia’s Aborigines who 
really did not understand enough English to be able to grow in their Christian 
life, nor even to put their faith in Christ in a meaningful way. So I was headed 
for the Australian Aborigines Branch (AAB) of SIL.

The next part of the training for SIL was “Jungle Camp” in New Guinea (now 
called Pacific Orientation Course). This was my first cross-cultural experience. 
I didn’t spend long enough in New Guinea to learn to feel at ease with New 
Guineans, and I wondered if that would be an issue when I finally arrived 
and began work with the AAB. However I am glad to say that I never felt such 
unease with Aboriginal people. Was that God’s overruling?

Then it was second year SIL in Brisbane in the summer of 1970-71. Another 
hurdle before I arrived in the AAB was to raise a prayer and finance support 

My Experiences as a Wycliffe Missionary

Janet Cowden is a missionary for Wycliffe 
Bible Translators and member of Scots 
Church, Drouin.
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team. Addressing groups of people was difficult, but previous teaching experi-
ence was useful preparation.

I finally arrived at the AAB’s headquarters at Berrimah, then an outer suburb 
of Darwin, in January 1972. The Berrimah centre was a ten acre property with 
administrative offices, linguistic study centre, staff and transient housing and 
mechanics and carpentry workshops. I was asked to help in the library – 
part of the linguistic study centre. I had never really understood how libraries 
worked, but now I began to see the “inside story”. I enjoyed it so much that, 
instead of doing literacy work with some translation team for a particular 
language group as I had expected, I decided to continue working in the library. 
There had been six librarians in six years, but I continued in that role for the 
next twenty years.

At the height of the AAB’s activity, during the 1970s, we were studying about 
twenty five different languages spread across northern Australia – from 
Jigalong (near Mt Newman) in the west to the Torres Strait in the east, and 
from Bathurst Is in the north to Papunya in the south. The library served the 
translation and literacy teams doing the linguistic field work by providing 
commentaries on books of the Bible, or books about literacy methods for 
preliterate peoples, or books or journal articles on analysing language sound 
systems or grammars.

So, instead of being involved with only one language group like the field work-
ers, I, and others based at the Berrimah Centre, were involved with all the 
language groups where SIL had projects. However, I did have special involve-
ment with a couple of translation teams. Some highlights were several short 
stays at Maningrida, Northern Territory, where the SIL team was translating 
for the Burarra language group, and several trips to Fitzroy Crossing, Western 
Australia, to visit the team translating for the Walmajarri people. On these visits 
I “helped” the team in whatever way they wished – from cooking, cleaning or 
gardening to making or illustrating small language books.

One memorable experience was Cyclone Tracey on Christmas Eve 1974. The 
library building was blown down. Everything was wet. After several months 
drying and sorting, about a third of the 5,000 books needed replacement.

By the 1990s, a number of SIL language projects had concluded – either 
because a mini-Bible had been published, or because the younger generation 
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was no longer using the traditional language, or because some speakers of 
the language had gained sufficient experience to continue translation under 
the auspices of a local church or mission.

Over the years the AAB has substantially changed its focus. Now it is known 
as AuSIL (Australian Society for Indigenous Languages) with emphasis on 
consultation work with indigenous translators in both Australian and Timorese 
languages. Administrative support is located in Alice Springs as well as in 
Darwin. The library continues in Darwin, but is much reduced in these days of 
computer resources.

I spent the last five years of my SIL involvement sorting through an accu-
mulation of linguistic data written up by my colleagues over the previous 
thirty years, with a view to depositing it with AIATSIS (Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Studies) in Canberra. I have been retired back 
in Victoria for some years, but occasionally receive a request for information 
relating to that time in the north – like ‘Who did the illustrations for this story 
book about Noah?’ with a scanned copy of the book cover. The present literacy 
personnel were revamping this old publication for another generation of newly 
literate indigenes. It brings back precious memories and reminders of the faith-
fulness of prayer and finance supporters enabling the work to continue.

The Wycliffe Global Alliance, an organisation made up of more than 100 par-
ticipating organisations, had its origins in the United States in the 1930s when 
Cameron Townsend and L. L. Legters, the founders of the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics, started ‘Camp Wycliffe’ to train linguists and Bible translators. 
The camp was named after John Wycliffe, who translated the Latin Vulgate 
version of the Bible into English in 1384 AD. Although their original plan had 
been to prepare translators to serve with established missionary societies, 
by the early 1940s, a decision was made to form a society with a specific 
focus on Bible translation.

The Wycliffe Bible Translators Inc. was created in 1942, with headquarters in a small 
apartment in California donated to the cause. As prospective missionaries were 

Wycliffe Global Alliance
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attracted to Bible translation as a ministry, the work grew rapidly and expanded to 
other countries in the 1950s, including Australia, the United Kingdom and Canada. 
The organisations were incorporated in each country, but were accepted as ‘divi-
sions’ of the United States corporation. Over the years, Wycliffe’s partner had been 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics; it remains so to the present.

In the early 1960s, the vision for translation of the Bible into the languages of 
minority peoples was spreading throughout Europe, with churches in Germany, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and the Nordic countries sending out workers to the 
field. This extended further in the 1990s as Central and Eastern Europe opened up 
and Christians were eager to become involved. In the 1980s, Asian countries had 
also begun to join the worldwide movement for Bible translation.

Until 1980, Wycliffe Bible Translators Inc. served the United States, but also acted as 
an umbrella organisation for the worldwide family of ‘divisions’. In 1980, Wycliffe 
Bible Translators International became a separate entity, while the original organisa-
tion focussed its work in the United States.

In 1991, another restructure led to Wycliffe organisations in various countries 
becoming self-governing, although still linked to Wycliffe International. In February 
2011, Wycliffe International became Wycliffe Global Alliance, comprising over 
100 member or partner organisations led by a 12 person global leadership team, 
with headquarters in Singapore. Wycliffe Australia has a national centre located at 
Kangaroo Ground, Victoria, with branches in each state.

There are more than 6,900 living languages in today’s world. It is estimated that 
almost one billion people, representing over 2,000 of these languages, do not have 
access to either the Old or New Testament in their language. About 80 percent 
of the languages still in need of Bible translation are in three major areas: the 
Indonesian and Pacific islands; mainland Asia; and Central Africa and Nigeria.

In the Wycliffe Global Alliance, Christians from around the world come together 
to take the Bible to all nations. Wycliffe’s special focus is participating, and 
encouraging the worldwide church in this ministry among minority language com-
munities—an enormous task.

References: Wycliffe Australia.  www.wycliffe.org.au; Wycliffe Global Alliance.  http://www.wycliffe.net; Wikipedia: Wycliffe 
Global Alliance. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wycliffe_Global_Alliance.
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Know Your Church
Faith, Hope and Charity

The three magnificent windows in the memorial apse were designed by 
Belgian stained glass artist Antoine Joseph Vanderpoorten, and manufac-
tured in Brussels, Belgium.

Vanderpoorten was born in 1849 to a family involved in the stained glass industry. 
Despite having produced many beautiful examples 
of stained glass artistry, he was encouraged by his 
devout Roman Catholic parents to become a priest. 
He refused and decided to travel, going first to the 
Belgian Congo, then to Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and later, to 
Australia. After some sort of unpleasant incident here, 
he returned to Sri Lanka, where he became a diplo-
mat. He died in 1936.

Faith is the title of the window on the left of the apse, 
with Hope on the right, and Charity the central window.

Faith

Faith holds the shield of faith in his left hand, in order to 
quench the flaming arrows of the evil one (referred to 
in Ephesians 6:16). The symbol of a cross is depicted on 
the shield, and the figure also appears to be holding a 
book in his left hand. He holds a cross high in his right 
hand, this being the best-known symbol of Christianity, 
as it depicts the crucifixion of Jesus. Although the sym-
bol of the cross has been associated with Christians 
from the time of Christ, it became widely used as an 
iconographic symbol from the fourth century onward. 
It remains a symbol to Christians of God’s love in sacri-
ficing his own son for humanity. Faith.



P a g e  3 6

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 4

Hope

Hope has the left hand resting on an anchor. This is a 
very early Christian symbol of hope in Christ, which 
has been found as far back as the catacombs, where it 
was carved on stones. The Epistle to the Hebrews 6:19 
connects the concept of hope with the symbol of the 
anchor.

It is of interest that the figure also holds a sailing ship in 
the right hand. This ancient Christian symbol is generally 
regarded as signifying the church carrying its members 
to a safe harbour. It is thought that it arose from the 
story of Noah’s ark or from Jesus’ calming of the storm 
while in a boat with his disciples (Mark 4:35-41).

The Latin name for ship, navis, is also reflected in the 
name of the main part of the church, the ‘nave’, where 
people worship.

Charity

Charity, the central window, depicts Christ holding an 
orb with a cross in his left hand, and his right hand 
raised in blessing.

The symbol of an orb with a cross was widely used as 
a Christian symbol of authority throughout the Middle 
Ages, extending to the present. For example, in modern 

England, the sovereign’s orb symbolises both the Church of England and the state 
under the protection and domain of the royal crown. When held by Christ himself, it 
is known in the iconography of Western art as the ‘Saviour of the world’. 

A modern translation of the verse that appears at the base of the window is: John 
13:34 (NSRV), ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another.’

The three windows are in memory of the Rev. Irving Hetherington, an early 
senior minister of Scots’ Church, and his colleague in the ministry, the Rev. 

Hope.
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Peter Sinclair Menzies. The windows were installed 
in 1879.

The Rev. Irving Hetherington

The Rev. Irving Hetherington was minister of Scots’ 
Church from 1847, when he succeeded the first minis-
ter, the Rev. James Forbes, until his death in 1875.

Born in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, he studied at Edinburgh 
University, was licensed by the Church of Scotland in 
1835 and ordained two years later. He offered for ser-
vice in New South Wales, arriving in Sydney in 1837, 
being appointed to the parish of Singleton. He ac-
cepted a call to Scots’ at a time when the congregation 
had been depleted by the aftermath of the ‘disruption’ 
in Scotland in 1843. He slowly built the congregation 
again over the first years of his ministry, assisted by the 
growth in population due to the gold rush of the 1850s.

Hetherington was an active participant in working 
towards union of the branches of the Presbyterian 
churches in Victoria prior to 1860, generally with a con-
ciliatory influence, although sometimes controversial.

History records that Hetherington was not highly re-
garded as a preacher. Although his sermons were most 
conscientiously prepared, they were heavy and their 
delivery impaired due to his increased difficulty in read-

ing. However, it is recorded that he possessed clarity of thought and expression. 
Hetherington’s strength was in pastoral care. His colleague, the Rev. Peter Menzies, 
who was appointed in 1868, was an excellent preacher. He died in early 1874.

References: Fish Eaters, Christian Symbols.  www.fisheaters.com/symbols.html; Religion Facts, Christian Symbols.  
www.religionfacts.com/christianity/symbols/a-z.htm; The Stories in Stained Glass: The Scots’ Church, Melbourne 
Stained Glass Windows, Scots’ Church Minor Trusts, BPA Print Group, 2011; Wikipedia, Christian Cross.  en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Christian_cross; Wikipedia, Christian Symbolism.  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbolism; Australian 
Dictionary of Biography. Hetherington, Irving (1809-1875) by F. Maxwell Bradshaw. http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/
hetherington-irving-3761.

Charity.
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The honour board, located in the south vestibule of the church, is in memory 
of those from Scots’ Church who served or died while serving in the First 
World War. This fitting memorial, which has recently been refurbished, is 
made from a rare type of wood, almost unprocurable these days. The wood is 
fiddleback blackwood, which has a beautiful rippled finish produced by the 
pattern of the grain in the wood, which may be wavy or interlocked. This is 
most unusual in blackwood, where the grain is most often straight.

The magnificent panel-
ling on the lower walls 
throughout the church is 
also of blackwood, as are 
other items, including the 
lectern and communion 
table.

Blackwood is an 
Australian native, Acacia 
melanoxylon, also known 
as black wattle. Found 
in southern and eastern 
Australia, it is a fast grow-
ing perennial tree which 
tolerates a wide range of conditions. It occurs in such 
diverse habitats as coastland, forests, wetlands, moun-
tain ranges and urban areas. You will find black wattle 
in bushland areas around Melbourne; it flowers in 
spring.

Valued for its highly decorative timber, blackwood is 
used in cabinet making, musical instruments and boat 
building. The timber is dense and produces a high qual-
ity finish, which is evident throughout the church.

Reference: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acacia_melanoxylon

The Scots’ Honour Board is Refurbished

The refurbished honour board in the south vestibule of the church.

The blackwood wattle.
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The following statistics show weekday visitors to The Scots’ Church from 
January to June 2014:

Visitors from both Australia and overseas continue to enjoy visiting Scots’ Church. 
Many comment on the beautiful building, and on the peace and quiet it offers.

Some of our visitors have a connection with Scots’. David Seaton, a Melbourne resi-
dent who visited early in the year, is a descendant of David Relph Drape, the artist 
who designed the magnificent gallery window at the rear of the church. Another 
was McLachlan Shackleton Ferguson, the only godson of the Rev. Dr Gordon Powell, 
a previous minister. He was baptised at Scots’, where his father was an elder.

Tim Fischer, former deputy prime minister and Ambassador to the Holy See, visited the 
church in May. His comment: ‘Superb vista of tranquillity’ expressed his appreciation. 
International visitors David and Linda Ross from St Andrew’s, Gibraltar, brought greet-
ings from their congregation. We also had a visitor, Alison Tardeyol, from Scots’ Kirk, Paris.

Accessibility to the church on weekdays is an important ministry to international 
and Australian visitors, and to the people of Melbourne. Our thanks to all who serve 
on the Welcome Desk, to Ann Robinson for her work in maintaining the roster, and 
to Eric Pretty for compiling related statistics.

The Weekday Welcome Desk

International visitors

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
274 299 334 146 180 161 1394

Australian visitors

Victoria

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
116 91 101 125 139 188 760

Interstate

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
123 60 89 68 61 96 497
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On 21st June, members of the Social Services Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria, together with senior staff from Kirkbrae Presbyterian 
Retirement Village, gathered together for lunch at the RACV Club, Healesville. 
The very special occasion was to honour the enormous contribution of two 
people to the Social Services Committee and to Kirkbrae.

Miss Rae Anstee served as a member of the committee 
for 10 years—the maximum time it is possible to do so. 
Over this time she saw the committee’s role develop 
and grow. Her expertise as a nurse and administrator, 
her strong Christian faith, and her focussed and caring 
approach to the needs of the elderly, were an outstand-
ing contribution to the committee’s ongoing work. 
Robert Lowe, the Chairman of the committee, spoke 
highly of Rae’s role over her years of service.

Mrs Val Inverarity has now retired from Kirkbrae after 23 
years there, working in a range of positions. Over the past 
10 years, she has been the Manager of the Independent 
Living Units, developing 
this as a newly created 
position in order to 
address the needs of resi-
dents. Over the years, Val 
has provided superb sup-
port for the residents as 
she focussed on meeting 
their needs to ensure their 
well-being and comfort. 
Neil McConville, former 
chief executive officer of 
Kirkbrae, paid tribute to 
Val’s enormous contribu-
tion to Kirkbrae over her 
years there.

Recognition of Service

Robert Lowe, committee 
Chairman, speaks of Rae’s 
contribution over 10 years.

Val Inverarity and Rae Anstee – recognised at a luncheon for service 
to the Social Services Committee and Kirkbrae.



 P a g e  4 1

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 4

S P O N L O F M A S S N K

G Q E I C P N M C E C L P

R N F R N N E K E E R N D

L E I L C S V C D S I T J

S Y N R S E U L M I B E E

R G P I E D I O Q R E A R

E Z A P D F D V V A S C U

W H T A K G F L E H N H S

O X S C N M B U G P X I A

L V D I D Z Y Z S L G N L

L D K N E V A E H T O G E

O M I N T E R P R E T R M

F Q T Q H J A N G E L S Y
www.WordSearchMaker.com

The words to find …
ANGELS

FOLLOWERS
GLORY
HEAVEN

INTERPRET
JERUSALEM
KINGDOM

LIFE
MESSIAH
PERCEIVE
PHARISEES
SADDUCEES

SCRIBES
SUFFERING
TEACHING

Word search
Matthew 16 (NRSV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters 
in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left 
to right, top to bottom. Words can go horizontally, vertically and 
diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 23.)

Amazing maze
Help this boy to join his friends at Sunday school.

for kids

www.davidbau.com
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Mary Dalmau
Reader’s Feast, Collins Street

In April 2014, the Scots’ Church PWMU visited the Reader’s Feast Bookstore 
in the George’s building, where Mary Dalmau, the General Manager, presented 
an inspiring account of the story of the bookstore. As one of our closest 
neighbours at Scots’, it was a pleasure to hear Mary speak, and to take the 
opportunity to browse through the excellent range of books.

This is Mary’s story of initiative, perseverance and a lasting commitment to bringing 
the written word to all.

The inaugural Australia & New Zealand Festival of Literature & Arts has just taken 
place in London. Tim Winton is reported as saying:

Bookshops are pillars of civilization, reservoirs of the imagination. There is 
nothing like being greeted by someone who is literate and decent and who 
reads and is happy to show you around.  But if you use Amazon and that 
works for you, that’s fine too. The world changes, and hopefully we’ll adapt. 
Certainly, we have it in our power to sustain bookshops. You simply have to 
use them …

Mary Dalmau is a Melbourne bookseller with a story and with a store with a story. 
Mary approaches her business with passion that has not waivered in 39 years, with 
commitment to her colleagues, and with belief in her customers and in books.

The past two years have been difficult and challenging for business generally and 
for bookstores in particular. As Mary says: ‘Hers is a start-up business with a 23 year 
history’, but her passion, belief, and unwavering commitment are all factors in the 
continued success of the store. Importantly, Reader’s Feast is a truly independent 
bookstore, not belonging to any buying group but totally reliant on the resources 
and resourcefulness of Mary and her colleagues.

Melbourne has a long and rich history as a literary city, aided by independent 
bookstores, author events and literary festivals. For two decades, a cornerstone of 
Melbourne’s literary community was ‘Reader’s Feast Bookstore’ located on the cor-
ner of Bourke and Swanston streets.

Interview
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Reader’s Feast was opened in 1991 and 
managed by Mary Dalmau. Over the 20 
years of Reader’s Feast on Bourke Street, 
Mary not only created an iconic book-
store, but was also the convenor of two 
annual festivals and a host of literary 
events. Mary staffed her bookshop with 
a unique team of committed and enthu-
siastic booksellers who were experts 
in their field and who remain in her 
employ today.

As Reader’s Feast approached the 
20-year mark in mid 2011, it was caught 
up in the collapse of RED Group 
Australia, who were in ownership of 
the store at that time. The collapse was 
a tragedy that decimated Melbourne’s 
bookstores and, though Reader’s Feast 
had survived the worst of the adminis-
tration, it appeared that they too were about to see their last chapter.

Had Reader’s Feast Bookstore been managed by anyone else, had it been staffed 
by any other team, it may very well have been the last anyone ever saw of that busi-
ness. But Mary had survived five previous owners; her wealth of experience in the 
industry and love for the book were driving forces that would see Reader’s Feast 
once again open to the public. 

In mid 2011, Mary said:

I subscribe to the view that bookstores will survive the ‘new’ world of electron-
ic books and internet buying. I have 22 booksellers here, three of whom have 
been with me for 30 years and the average tenure is 17 years. My focus now 
is to leave this particular business with dignity and professionalism. But we’re 
not going away from bookselling.

For four months behind the scenes Mary and her team set about breathing new life 
into the Reader’s Feast name. Mary purchased the assets of Reader’s Feast and, with 
other shareholders, opened a new Reader’s Feast Bookstore under her own compa-
ny. The new business began operating in December 2011 in the iconic Melbourne 

Mary Dalmau, General Manager of Reader’s Feast 
Bookstore since its inception in 1991.
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Georges building on Collins Street. Mary was able to offer employment to the per-
sonnel who had worked with her over the 20 years at the previous business. She is 
now the Director and General Manager of Reader’s Feast (Vic) Pty Ltd.

A little about the historic Georges building … In 1880, brothers Willie and Harley 
George opened their iconic store on land that was part of the two acres granted 
to Scots’ Church in 1838 by the government of the day. In the early days, a school 
had been built that served as a place of worship on Sundays and a meeting place 
for public gatherings. Later, a much larger church was built closer to Russell Street 
and this land was subsequently leased. Georges was amongst Melbourne’s first 
department stores located, not only in the heart of the city, but in one of the most 
desirable and high class locations at the ‘Paris end’ of Collins Street. One hundred 
and twenty-eight years later it was to become the new home for Reader’s Feast 
booksellers. At the time, Mary said, ‘Georges has a “wow” factor. I am really delighted 
with the outcome. I think it will be fantastic for us, for Georges and for my 26,000 
loyal club readers.’

All those years ago, the George brothers gave their business the motto, ‘What we do, 
we do well.’ In December 2011, Mary and her team adopted that motto with pride 
as on the 8th December at 6:30 pm, the doors of the new Reader’s Feast Bookstore 
opened, and 1,000 people were on hand to see this happen.

As Reader’s Feast settles in to its Collins Street home, it is clear this is no ordinary 
shop and these are not ordinary times. Next time you want to engage with books, 
you might consider a stroll up Collins Street. You will appreciate that Reader’s Feast 
really is a ‘store with a story’.

A little of Mary’s story … She has a lasting commitment to literature and its dis-
semination for the enjoyment of all. A literary figure in her own right, she entered 
the book trade in 1977 while studying Librarianship at RMIT. The General Manager 
of Reader’s Feast Bookstore, she served three years as president of the Australian 
Booksellers Association. She has been a judge of national book awards and a vol-
unteer in the library community. She was shortlisted for the Telstra Business Woman 
of the Year in 1996 and for the Melbourne Business Awards in 2010. Mary is on the 
advisory committee for the Moreland City Libraries, and speaks on the book trade 
to business, education, and government audiences.

We are fortunate to have such an excellent bookshop on our doorstep at Scots’. It is 
well worth a visit, to browse and enjoy!
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The arrival in Adelaide of The Leaflet 
continues to delight us, and John and I 
found the June 2014 issue of particular 
interest.

‘The Story of a Painting of Scots’ 
Church’ reminds us of meeting the artist, 
Donald Cameron, who was guest artist 
at the St James Uniting Church (for-
merly Presbyterian) Wattle Park Annual 
Art Show around 1990. We were both 
on the organising committee that was 
responsible for that event for some 20 
years. John and I were rostered on the 
‘welcome’ desk on opening nights, and 
it was a privilege to meet with the artists 
and various other VIPs as they enthusi-
astically arrived.

We recall Donald Cameron as a delightful person, and as a very highly regarded art-
ist who displayed sensitivity in his subjects. Donald Cameron is a traditional painter 
and is also a ‘tonal realist’.

A further coincidence occurred recently when we welcomed to Adelaide two of 
our Melbourne friends who also served on the St James Art and Craft Show. One 
of those friends, Helen (Robinson) Bounds, is also an artist. Helen trained with 
Donald Cameron around 25 years ago. Helen found Donald Cameron as a tutor to 
be enthusiastic and very encouraging with his students. She recalls going to land-
scape painting with Donald, and he was very caring for his students, inasmuch as in 
windy weather he ensured that he carried ropes with him in order to tie down his 
students’ easels!

Donald Cameron is believed to currently reside in northern New South Wales.

Margaret Flynn, BA
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Across
1. Jesus said to Peter, ‘Get 

behind me, _____’.
5. Jesus ordered the 

disciples to tell no 
one that he was the 
_______.

8. What did Peter offer 
to make on the 
mountain?

10. Jesus was called John 
the Baptist, Elijah 
and another of the 
prophets whose name 
was ________.

11. Jesus spoke of seven 
loaves, which fed ____ 
thousand people.

12. What overshadowed 
Jesus and the 
disciples on the 
mountain? (6, 5)

Down
1. Which disciple called 

Jesus the Messiah? (5, 5)
2. Peter, James and which 

other disciple went up the 
mountain with Jesus?

3. Jesus spoke of giving Peter 
the keys of what kingdom?

4. What happened to Jesus 
on the mountain?

6. The Pharisees and what other group tested Jesus, asking for a sign from heaven?
7. Moses and who else appeared to Jesus and the disciples on the mountain?
9. Jesus came into the district of Caesarea ________.
13. What colour in the evening sky indicated fair weather or stormy weather if seen in the morning?
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