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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover: the International Organ Series Concert given by Stefan Kiessling
of Thomaskirche, Leipzig, at Scots’ Church on 2nd September.
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Dear Friends,

I recently heard a wonderful sermon on one of the 
best known and well-loved verses of Scripture, John 
3:16 (ESV): ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.’

Afterwards I was reflecting on the passage and found myself focussing on the 
phrase, ‘For God so loved the world’ and especially the fact that it is ‘the world’ he 
loves. In the Greek, it is literally the word kosmos.

Often we have a rather narrow concept of who or what God loves. Sometimes we 
imagine his love is limited only to people who identify as Christian believers or 
members of the church, but here we discover that not only is God’s love intended 
for all people, but it is for the whole world. God loves the plants and the animals, 
the birds and the fish, the mountains and the valleys, the sun and the moon and the 
stars in the sky. In fact, he loves the whole cosmos.

This means that God cares about animal or plant species that are threatened with 
extinction and he cares about cruelty to animals as well as to people; he cares 
about our over-use of non-renewable resources like coal and oil and even of renew-
able resources like wood; he cares about the effect our pollution has on the climate; 
he cares about our husbandry and management of arable land and he even cares 
about those parts of the land or sea that will rarely (if ever) be seen by human eye.

I remember being startled some time ago by the realisation from Romans 8:20-22 
that human sin not only damages the individuals who sin, and other people who 
are directly or indirectly affected by that sin, but it also damages God’s works of 
creation. Salvation, therefore, has another dimension that we don’t often acknowl-
edge. We speak often of the salvation works of Jesus drawing us by faith into a new 
relationship with God; and we also frequently speak of the new ways in which we 
ought to relate to one another and to the communities around us, imitating God’s 
love in all our human relationships; but we don’t often think of God’s salvation 

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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being for the benefit of the natural things of creation beyond humanity. Well, we 
should, because it is.

Wishing you every blessing,

Douglas

Open House Melbourne 2014
The doors of Scots’ Church and the Assembly Hall 
were open to visitors once more this year, as part 
of Open House Melbourne.

This event gains in popularity each year, with overall 
attendance across the weekend up to 130,000 visits, 
compared with 126,000 in 2013. The number of build-
ings open is also increasing each year. This year, 4,218 
people visited Scots’ Church and the Assembly Hall, the 
fifth most attended building open to visitors.

The report issued following Open House Melbourne 
provides a range of interesting overall statistics. Of the 
visitors, 41 percent were aged between 46 and 65 years. 

Weekend expenditure was highest on food items, with 35 percent spent on coffee, 
and 38 percent on meals. The refreshments provided in the Assembly Hall through-
out Saturday and on Sunday afternoon helped to fill that need, with the proceeds 
of $1,522.05 from these and the stall being donated to Alzheimers Australia.

This year, in addition to literature about both buildings being available, several 
organists played in the church throughout the day, allowing visitors to experience 
the beautiful sounds of the Rieger organ. Volunteers were at hand to answer que-
ries and provide any assistance required.

Open House Melbourne offers us the opportunity to welcome people to the 
church and Assembly Hall, and is another way in which we are able to connect 
with our community.

Reference: Open House Melbourne 2014 Report. 

Main entrance to the 
Assembly Hall.
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Engaging with the City Bible Study

Not all treasures are found near the surface. This year 
at City Bible Study (CBS) we are encouraging people 
to engage with the week’s Bible study passage in three 
different ways.

The first way is that the weekly Bible studies are pre-
pared in advance and published as a book. We are 

encouraging people to work through the Bible study themselves at home for their 
personal spiritual growth. When people prepare like this, they know what they 
have learnt personally; they know what challenged them in terms of applying the 
passage to their life, and they know the questions they have from the passage. The 
leaders of the Bible study groups prepare for the study themselves and are given 
answers to the questions to guide them. Hopefully, these answers are at a depth that 
enables them to answer their group’s questions.

The second way we engage with the Bible passage for the week is through listen-
ing to the sermon at the Engage service—Scots’ Sunday 5.00 pm evening service 
or at the Thursday Lunchtime Series at 1.00 pm. Generally, the passage for CBS is 
preached at these services and then studied at the Bible study.

At the Thursday Lunchtime Series there is a time for people to ask questions of the 
sermon. The CBS studies are available at these services.

The third way people can engage with the weekly passage is by attending CBS. Here 
people are in groups of six to 12 people. We work through the Bible study questions 
and pray for each other. The Bible study and prayer time are preceded by dinner 
(BYO), and a short talk. During this semester, the talks are focussing on ‘Work-Life 
Balance’. This is one of the areas that people living in a big city like Melbourne strug-
gle especially with balancing the pressures between home life and work.

After the dinner and talk, we break into our Bible study and prayer groups. One of 
the groups is a young women’s group led by Rosemary O’Brien and Jasmine Hong. 
The other Bible study leaders are Kevin Chow, Bob Farquharson, Remo Prinsloo and 
Richard O’Brien.

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien
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The result of this approach is that people are encouraged to study the passage per-
sonally at home by working through the Bible study questions, the leaders are given 
some guidance on leading the study, people hear the passage preached on, and 
then they study it together in their Bible study and prayer groups.

People are encouraged to dig down deep into God’s Word. As the saying goes: ‘not 
all treasures are found near the surface’. Our prayer is that by studying God’s Word 
personally, by listening to the preaching and by participating in a small group, this 
three-pronged opportunity to engage with the Word will help us to grow spiritually.

The Engage congregation tours the church

Recently the Engage congregation—Scots’ 5.00 pm service—had a very enjoyable 
Saturday afternoon tour of our church building. We were privileged to have Douglas 
Robertson, our Senior Minister, and Douglas Lawrence, our Director of Music, lead 
this guided tour.

Douglas Robertson informed us of some interesting church facts, for example:

•	 The influence of the early Scottish preachers and ministers such as the Rev. 
James Clow and the first minister of Scots’, the Rev. James Forbes;

•	 The meaning of the various wood carvings around the pulpit;

•	 Some history regarding the stained glass windows.

We were also allowed up the back stairs to the organ loft (Collins Street end) and 
the stunning view of the church space below that it offers.

Douglas Lawrence explained the workings of the pipe organ and we were blown 
away by the number of pipes and the number and range of notes and sounds it 
could make. I think we tried to calculate how many, but ran out of brain space! 
Then having demonstrated the organ, Douglas allowed small groups of two to three 
inside the back of the organ. It did not look like what we were expecting at all.

We really appreciated Douglas Robertson and Douglas Lawrence sharing their 
knowledge and passion. The tour gave us all a greater understanding and appre-
ciation of the wonders inside our church building. There are so many reminders 
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. A wonderful afternoon—thanks to the two 
Douglases!

Richard
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Sharing the Good News

Some people can’t even read the newspaper or watch 
the television news these days—partly because some 
of the atrocities that are appearing on our screen or 
in print are quite abhorrent, and we can only take 
so much before we feel overwhelmed by all the ‘bad 
news’ that’s going on in the world at this present 

time—Iraq, Ukraine, Syria, Palestine and all the rest.

Thank goodness then, when we get a chance to stand back a little and get things 
in perspective, we realise too there are a lot of good things going on in our world 
and in our lives. And, ultimately, praise God that our job, as Christians, is to share 
THE Good News of God’s love for all, shown through His Son, our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.

And that’s what I want to talk about in this edition of The Leaflet—‘Sharing the 
Good News’.

1. Receiving and sharing good news about family or from friends

In the past few weeks I’ve received, and have been able to share, at least a cou-
ple of pieces of really good news.

First of all, Bruce came to me a few weeks ago—‘We’ve got a spare bunk at 
Falls Creek. Do you fancy going for a ski?’ Well, the ski boots and ski gear had 
travelled half way round the world with me to Melbourne, but they hadn’t seen 
snow for at least three years! I was desperate to go skiing, and what a brilliant 
time I had with Bruce and his son and a whole bunch of friends. It was great to 
receive this good news, and I’ve been sharing the adventure with others.

But the real surprise came at the end of July. Gwen and I had just arrived back 
at the house one Friday night and my mobile phone rang, and the name of the 
caller showed up on the screen—‘Hi Charlie! I don’t get calls from you very 
often!’ Then the good news from Charlie—‘Well, that’s it, I’m going to ask Merle 

Assistant Minister
The Rev. David Currie
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if she’ll marry me, is 
that OK?’ … I think I 
blurted out something 
like—‘We’re absolute-
ly delighted!’

Good news! We have 
another family wed-
ding to organise! And 
no doubt another 
trip to Scotland is 
on the horizon. We 
told everyone in 
Scotland, everyone in 
Melbourne … it was 
just a joy to be able to 
share this good news. 
Then a text message 
from Charlie showed 
that our daughter 
wasn’t wasting any 
time—‘Just had a 
moment of realisa-
tion of what I’ve let 
myself in for. We’re 
casually discussing 
tentative wedding 
plans, and while she 
was describing one 
idea she’s had, Merle 
said nonchalantly—“I 
mean, we’d have to 
cordon off the streets 
of Glasgow, but that 
should be ok!”…’

As followers of Jesus, 
we have THE Good Merle and Charlie get engaged.

Bruce Evans (right) and David at Falls Creek.
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News—from the Greek word euangelion (eu: ‘good’, angelion: ‘message’). And 
that good news is, of course, that our Heavenly Father loves every one. But for 
whatever reason, some people find it difficult to see and understand that. We 
used to think they would understand it if only they’d come to church!—but 
not as many do these days. So in what ways will people be able to understand 
the Good News? The real answer is—in a whole variety of ways: being a good 
neighbour, spending time with people at work if they want to chat about some 
difficult issue, inviting a friend to church, offering to pray for someone, and 
through simple acts of kindness and service.

2. Yarra Street Pastors

The many months of 
prayer and planning to 
help set up Yarra Street 
Pastors has been well 
worth it, and many les-
sons have been learned. 
It has shown that we, as 
Christians, cannot simply 
stand at a distance and 
criticise society, we have 
to get involved. And to 
get involved means we 
won’t necessarily be 
invited to the top of the 
table; we may not even 

be made to feel very welcome at all initially—‘Who are you?’, ‘What will you be 
doing?’, ‘Why is the church interested?’

But the support of one particular group has been crucial to the way this initia-
tive has gradually won a little ‘street cred’—Richmond Police caught the vision 
from the start and have given us superb links into the Council and Liquor 
Licence meetings, as well as personal introductions to venue managers and 
bouncers on our first night out on Swan Street.

Since mid-June we’ve had a team on Swan Street every Saturday night from 
10.00 pm to around 3.30 am, with a few prayer pastors back at our base in 
Richmond Uniting Church praying about matters that are phoned back to them.

Yarra Street Pastors commissioning service: 16th August 2014.
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The night often starts slowly—a stroll along Swan Street from Church Street 
towards Punt Road, picking up bottles (potential weapons) and putting them in 
bins, sweeping up broken glass, and chatting to a few of the bouncers. But then 
you get involved in conversations—some ask, ‘What’s a Street Pastor?’ And if you’re 
patient, and prepared to listen, and non-judgemental, some of these people will 
share their problems, their experiences of church, they’ll want to know if you’re 
there every Saturday night, and some will allow you to pray for them. It’s not 
always “glamorous” work—cleaning sick off a drunk guy. But in little acts of service 
and kindness—the Street Pastors are Sharing the God News. And some people are 
starting to get it—’Thanks for keeping our streets safe’, ‘Thanks for spending time 
with us tonight’, ‘I thought that guy was following me, so thanks for being here.’

This is our calling at Scots’ Church—Sharing the Good News; and different people 
will do it in a whole variety of different ways, and that’s fine. More and more people 
will be coming to the different services in our church, looking for guidance, looking 
for support, looking for answers to some difficult issues and questions. Well, we may 
not have all the answers they’re looking for, but we can share this—God loves you; His 
Son died and rose again that we might become God’s children. That’s good news!

Wishing you God’s richest blessing as together we discover different ways of 
Sharing the Good News.

David

A special grace

The following grace, quoted at the funeral of the Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Blackburn, 
held in July, was a favourite one for Geoff. It is a lovely grace. You may wish to 
use it too.

Lord, bless this food upon these dishes
As Thou didst bless the loaves and fishes

And, like the sugar in our tea,
May all of us be stirred by Thee.

It can be found in A book of graces: a collection of 500 graces from around the world, 
compiled by Carolyn Martin, published by Hodder and Stoughton Religious, 1985.
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Children’s Talks

The recent re-establishment of Sunday school at St 
Stephen’s triggered the re-introduction of ‘the chil-
dren’s talk’ into the normal Sunday morning order of 
service.

I felt a little nervous when the elders enthusiastically 
agreed that children’s talks should begin again. I had very little experience in this, 
limited to a handful of occasions scattered over my ministerial training. But, much 
to my relief, I’ve found it’s a real joy to do. That’s because it very quickly settled into 
a pattern that is not so much a talk to children as a conversation with children.

I have been delighted at the deep theology some of our children are able to 
express with such simple clarity. I find myself listening and learning as a child 
explains the meaning of the cross or the ritual of Holy Communion to the congre-
gation. ‘Yes, that’s right’ is sometimes all I can add.

Children are the most precious of God’s manifold blessings of common grace. They 
can and they do teach us things about God and ourselves, if only we listen. Through 
the children’s talks at St Stephen’s, we have witnessed for ourselves the living, 
breathing truth of Jesus’ 
teaching:

Let the children come 
to me; do not hinder 
them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom 
of God.  Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does 
not receive the king-
dom of God like a 
child shall not enter it. 
(Mark 10:14-15, ESV)

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court

St Stephen’s Sunday school enjoys an outdoor banquet.
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Sing to the Lord

A favourite hymn of mine is the Old Hundredth, that wonderful and timeless para-
phrase of Psalm 100. The opening stanza is so uplifting:

All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.

Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell,
Come ye before him and rejoice.

Cheer, mirth and rejoicing: what a call to worship that is! Here is a cameo of God’s 
desire for how his people should be as they gather to worship him.

I have long been impressed with the vigour and feeling of St Stephen’s congre-
gational singing. To use a secular expression, I think we are ‘punching above our 
weight’. I think the tone and tenor of congregational singing is one kind of litmus 
test for the overall spiritual health of the congregation.

For me, the icing on the cake is our choir. It is entirely voluntary. It is led wonder-
fully by Ricky Sihombing, who also plays guitar. Mark Simmonds has now added the 
depth of bass guitar. They sing in English and Indonesian. Their practice sessions 
are an expression of joy and fellowship. And their performances just keep getting 
better. It’s as if Psalm 100 runs in their veins:

O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto:

Praise, laud and bless his name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

Phil

The Old Hundredth

The ‘Old Hundredth’ was first published in the second edition of the Genevan 
Psalter in 1551. Its melody is one of the best known in the Christian musical tra-
dition. The composer was Louis Bourgeois (c.1510–1560), a French composer of 
the Renaissance, one of the main compilers of Calvinist hymn tunes.
References: Hymnary.org.   http://www.hymnary.org/tune/old_hundredth_bourgeois; Wikipedia – Old 100th.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_100th.



Come along and enjoy
an evening of hymn singing
of old and new favourites!

Sunday, 12th October at 5.00 pm

Accompaniment:

The Scots’ Church Choir and organ
David Farrands Brass Ensemble
Engage Group

Narrator:

David Preston

Entry to the evening is free of charge. All are welcome.

The

Hymn Sing!
BIG
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Peter Armstrong

Peter Armstrong has been attending Scots’ Church for about 10 years inter-
rupted by frequent travel, with an increasing engagement with the church in 
more recent years. He was ordained as an elder on 22nd June 2014.

Peter was born in Orange, New South Wales, on an apple orchard in the foothills of 
Mount Canoblas, the highest point in the mid western region. His family has a strong 
Presbyterian background dating back to the early days of settlement in the area. Peter 
was educated at Nashdale Public School, where his grandmother was one of the 
first pupils, going on to Wolaroi College for Boys, and the Kinross School (formerly 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College [PLC], Orange). His last year at school was as the first 
and only male Year 12 student in a class of 30 girls following the decision by PLC, 
Orange, to become a coeducational school and employing all the best teachers in 
the area. The school was named after one of the fathers of the Presbyterian Church in 
Australia and the name has been retained in what is now known as Kinross Wolaroi 
School following the merger of his two old schools. Peter was actively engaged in the 
life of the school, particularly in the choir and musical and theatrical events.

 The next step for Peter was a move to the big city to study economics at the 
University of Sydney where he graduated with honours in industrial relations. 
During that time he lived at St Andrew’s College, the Presbyterian residential college 
within the University of Sydney. Over that period he was the organist for the College 
Chapel. His working life started briefly as a graduate trainee for an insurance com-
pany before embarking on a career in people management starting with John 
Fairfax and Sons Limited, which at that time produced five newspapers, including 
three dailys and two weeklys from one building occupied by over 3,000 people. He 
has also worked for a number of major Australian and global companies, including 
BOC Gases, BlueScope Steel, Southcorp, and Freight Australia, as well as develop-
ing his own management consultancy practice in the people governance and 
strategy area. A key theme has been working in large and complex organisations 
going through major transitions. Peter has also been a director of the Chamber of 
Manufactures of New South Wales, a large representative employer organisation 
now known as the NSW Business Chamber.

Elder in the Spotlight
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The area of people strat-
egy and governance 
continues to be Peter’s 
field of work, and he is 
currently employed with 
Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank and Incitec Pivot 
in an advisory role. 
Peter is a Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of 
Management, a Member 
of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors, 
and a certified Global 
Rewards Practitioner 
with World at Work.

Peter and his wife Jill 
met in Sydney and were 
married in Brisbane, 
building their family and 
an active working and 
social life before moving 
to Melbourne in the mid 90s. The family has lived in Richmond for about five years 
and previously lived in Camberwell for over 10 years. Their two boys are both study-
ing at university.

Other interests for Peter include music, film, history and walking. He is a member 
of the Melbourne Recital Centre Development Committee and a former director of 
the Southern Cross Philharmonia Orchestra. He has also held advisory board and 
directorship roles in a range of business, arts and charitable organisations.

Peter says that Scots’ Church has come to represent an important part of his life, 
bringing together his Christian faith, love of music and sense of history in a com-
plete and wonderful package. It was a great honour to be nominated and elected 
as an elder of the church and have the opportunity to serve.

We warmly welcome Peter as an elder, and thank him for his continuing contribu-
tion to the church and to so many facets of the wider community.

Peter Armstrong.
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Recently, the Bible translation used for worship services, previously the 
New Revised Standard Version (NSRV) was replaced by the English Standard 
Version (ESV).

The NSRV was an English translation released in 1989, itself an updated version of 
the Revised Standard Version (RSV). The NSRV was able to take advantage of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, not available to scholars when the RSV had been completed. It 
was translated by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches by scholars representing a wide range of Christian denominations, as well 
as Jewish representatives where appropriate.

Work on the ESV, which began in the early 1990s, was prompted by the recognised 
need by scholars for a new literal translation. More than 100 Bible scholars and 
teachers were involved, being selected by a 14 member Translation Oversight 
Committee. The venture was international, with 12 countries, almost 20 denomi-
nations and 50 seminaries, colleges and universities being represented. It was 
published in 2001, followed by several later editions.

The ESV is based on Hebrew and Greek texts and, where necessary, such sources as 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Latin Vulgate, and other sources. The translation team also 
benefited greatly from new resources that have become readily available in recent 
times. Version information from BibleGateway states:

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks as far as possible to 
capture the precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each 
Bible writer. It seeks to be transparent to the original text, letting the reader 
see as directly as possible the structure and meaning of the original. (Page 1, 
Version Information)

The preface to the Pew Edition written by the Translation Oversight Committee provides 
an excellent overview of the translation philosophy, style, the interpretation of special-
ised terms, and the textual basis, for those who are interested in greater detail.

References: The Holy Bible: English Standard Version containing the Old and New Testaments, ESV Test Edition, 
Crossway, Wheaton Illinois, 2007; The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. www.esv.org; Versions/English Standard 
Version. BibleGateway. http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/English-Standard-Version-ESV-Bible/; English Standard 
Version. Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Standard_Version; New Revised Standard Version. Wikipedia.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Revised_Standard_Version.

A New Bible Translation at Scots’
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Know Your Church
The Evangelists in Stained Glass
As you enter Scots’ Church through the south (Russell Street) porch, on the 
right are four beautiful stained glass windows depicting each of the four 
evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, with the window of the latter 
nearest the door. The four are the authors attributed with writing the four 
gospel accounts that form the first four books of the New Testament.

In the stained glass win-
dows, three of the four are 
depicted as mature men 
with beards, while John 
appears as a young man in 
keeping with tradition, as 
he was thought to be the 
youngest of the disciples of 
Jesus.

In comparison with tradi-
tional symbolic images of 
the four evangelists, these 
windows are relatively 
simple in design. Each 
evangelist is depicted as 
holding a book, symbol-

ising the writing of the gospels. These books are closed, except for Luke, who is 
shown with an open book, and who appears to be speaking with a hand upraised. 
John is shown as holding a chalice in his right hand, once again a traditional symbol 
sometimes interpreted with reference to the Last Supper.

Since early Christian times theologians and artists have sought parallels between 
the four evangelists and the four ‘living creatures’ who surround God’s throne, in 
Ezekiel Chapter 1 and the Book of Revelation Chapter 4. Hence Matthew was de-
picted as a winged man, Mark as a winged lion, Luke as an ox, and John as an eagle. 

John. Luke.
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Although these associa-
tions were made as early as 
the second century, there 
were variations between 
theologians, and the in-
terpretation of Jerome 
(347 to 420 AD) is the one 
that has endured. These 
symbols can be found in 
Christian art and architec-
ture, including illuminated 
manuscripts of the Bible, 
such as the ancient Book 
of Kells, in stained glass 
windows, and in church 
sculpture. The purpose of 
the symbols was to remind 

people of the attributes of the evangelists. Thus, Matthew symbolised humanity 
and the manhood of Christ; Mark, courage and the royalty of Christ; Luke, sacrifice 
and Christ as a sacrifice; and John, as sky, heaven, spirit and Christ’s divine nature.

These beautiful windows were manufactured by Brooks, Robinson & Co. of Melbourne, 
although the artist is not specified. The company began with Henry Brooks, who start-
ed to import glass and china after his arrival in Australia in 1853. Joined by Edward 
Robinson in 1879, they moved into commercial glazing, and were supplying stained 
glass by 1883. At first they imported windows made by Clayton & Bell of London. 
Later, following the closure of rival Melbourne firm Ferguson & Urie, their own studio 
flourished. The firm continued until 1963, when it was taken over by Email Pty Ltd.

The four windows, installed in 1925, are dedicated to the memory of James and 
Annie Ormond.

References: The Scots’ Church Melbourne. The Stories in Stained Glass, 2011, BPA Print Group; Evangelists Symbols.  
http://www.sspp.ca/Symbols for Evangelists.htm; Four Evangelists – Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_
Evangelists; Sacred Destinations: Symbols of the Four Evangelists. http://www.sacred-destinations.com/reference/
symbols-of-four-evangelists; Saint Symbolism – Wikipedia.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_symbolism.

Matthew. Mark.
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Although bagpipes existed in many countries by the first century AD, the ear-
liest reference to them is found on a Hittite slab from Asia Minor, which dates 
as far back as 1,000 BC. The bagpipes became popular in Asia and Europe, 
and throughout the British Isles, although the date of their original appear-
ance in Scotland has been debated at length.

Regardless of where bagpipes originat-
ed, the basic bagpipe has the following 
elements: a bag with a chanter on 
which the melody is played, and one 
or more drones, or pipes, which play 
a continuous note. The most common 
method of supplying air to the bag is 
through blowing into a blowpipe. The 
bag is an airtight reservoir and the flow 
of air from it can be regulated, allow-
ing the player to maintain continuous 
sound. The chanter, or melody pipe, is 
played with two hands and is usually 
open ended, so there is no easy way to 
stop the pipe from sounding. Because 
of this, most bagpipes play a constant 
sound, with no breaks in the music.

Although various styles of pipe devel-
oped in the past in Scotland, it is 
the Great Highland bagpipe that has 
emerged as Scotland’s national instrument. The bags of these instruments were 
traditionally made from sheep skins, but these days leather, rubber or synthetic 
materials are used. The pipes, in the past made of bone or ivory, are now made from 
hardwood. The three drone pipes, which sit on the piper’s shoulder, account for the 
continuous sound that provides a background to the melody played on the chanter.

In the 14th century, King David II of Scotland engaged a piper, and King James I of 
Scotland (1394–1427) was himself a piper of ability, while James IV was a patron to 

Bagpipes – A Brief History

William Sincock, Scotch College piper, welcomed 
people to the church service on Foundation Day, 
9th February 2014.
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pipers. Queen Elizabeth II has a person-
al piper to whose refrain she awakens 
each morning!

During the 16th and 17th centuries, the 
time of clan development in Scotland, 
bagpipes became the preferred instru-
ments of chiefs due to their mobility 
and stirring volume. References have 
been found to bagpipes as war instru-
ments from this period. The first clear 
reference to the use of Scottish bag-
pipes in this context is at the Battle 
of Pinkie Cleugh in 1547. Great pip-
ing families began to emerge such 
as the MacCrimmonds, MacArthurs, 
MacGregors and Mackays of Gairloch.

With the expansion of the British Empire, led by military forces, including 
Highland regiments, the Scottish Great Highland bagpipes became known world-
wide. Large numbers of pipers trained for military service in world wars I and II. 
Tragically, over 1,000 pipers fell during World War I, as pipers were easy targets and 
often the first to fall.

In the United Kingdom and Commonwealth nations, such as Australia, Canada and 
New Zealand, the Great Highland bagpipes are frequently used in formal ceremo-
nies. The Highland bagpipes are also played at important occasions where Scottish 
people are involved, including weddings and funerals. At Scots’, the bagpipes are 
in integral part of celebrations and events, including the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans, and 
Foundation Day, when the haggis is ‘piped in’.

Although the focus has been on the Highland bagpipes in this article, there are 
dozens of types of bagpipes found across Europe and the Middle East. However, 
the stirring sound of the Great Highland bagpipes remain synonymous with the 
strength and courage of the Scots.

References: A Brief History of Bagpipes. http://www.ipswichthistle.com/index.php?/history-of-bagpipes.html; Scottish 
Bagpipes: A Brief History. http://www.scotsmusic.com/trad/pipes.htm; Bagpipes. Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bagpipes.

The haggis is piped in by William Sincock, Scotch 
College piper, at the Foundation Day Luncheon, 9th 
February 2014.
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Jacqueline and Jill McGillicuddy

Scots’ members twins Jacqueline and Jill McGillicuddy have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the health and well-being of Australians through lifetime 
careers in the nursing profession.

Their mother, born in 
County Cork, Ireland, and 
their Australian father, 
moved to Australia fol-
lowing their marriage, 
settling in the Sydney 
suburb of Mosman. The 
twins, Jacqueline and 
Jill, were born two years 
after their brother. Their 
primary education was 
undertaken at Wenona 
School, North Sydney, 
and a decision was 
made to separate them 
for their secondary edu-
cation. Jacqueline went on to Sydney Church of England Girls Grammar School 
(SCEGGS) at Cremorne, and Jill to Queenwood School, Mosman. During their 
childhood years they attended St Clement’s Anglican Church, Mosman.

Jacqueline and Jill both decided on a career in nursing, and undertook their 
general nurse training at St Luke’s Hospital, Darlinghurst. After some staffing expe-
rience they went on to gain their midwifery certificates; Jacqueline at Queen 
Victoria Hospital in Adelaide, and Jill at Queen Victoria Hospital in Melbourne. 
Then they both travelled overseas, Jacqueline to Canada with friends from 
Adelaide, and Jill to England. They later met up in England and toured the conti-
nent with friends in an old London taxi, an experience they both remember with 
great pleasure.

Interview

Jacqueline (left) and Jill.
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Travel continued to be a great attraction, and in the 1950s they visited England, 
France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy and Spain. They worked in England, 
‘specialling’ patients. Next came Canada, working for about four years in various 
cities right across the country, including Nova Scotia. Jacqueline and Jill have 
also worked as nurses in Western Australia and Tasmania, as well as Victoria. 
Their last 20 years prior to retirement were spent at the Freemasons Hospital, 
Melbourne.

The association of Jacqueline and Jill with Scots’ Church goes back to the 
period when Jill was undertaking her midwifery certificate in Melbourne. She 
and a friend were looking for a church to attend. They came to Scots’ and stayed. 
Jacqueline joined Jill at Scots’ when she returned to Melbourne. They always 
returned to Scots’ when they came back to Melbourne from various trips over-
seas and interstate, and have worshipped continually with us for the last 40 years. 
Following their retirement, Jacqueline and Jill assist-
ed in the church office as volunteers for many years, 
folding the Scots’ Weekly and Order of Service after 
printing each week. They were also on the Welcome 
Desk roster.

Jacqueline and Jill lived in various Melbourne 
suburbs over the years, later moving to Applewood 
Village, Doncaster, for about 10 years. They now live at 
Faversham House, Canterbury, where they have been 
for about two years. Jill has always been interested 
in gardening, and is a member of the Garden Club at 
Faversham House. Other hobbies include knitting and 
walking. Jacqueline’s interests include cooking and 
knitting. Although they are unable to attend services at 
Scots’ at present, they are keenly interested in the life 
of Scots’ and its activities.

Our thanks to Jacqueline and Jill for their contribution 
to the community over many years through their nurs-
ing careers, and to the life of Scots’ Church through 
their faithfulness and support over such a long period 
of time.
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An update on
building works at
150 Collins Street
Work on the new building and sur-
rounding areas is proceeding well. 
The ramp at the rear of the church, 
for disabled access, is well on the 
way to completion, and progress is 
continuing on the walkway between 
the church and Assembly Hall.

Although the building is not yet com-
pleted, some floors are now ready for 
occupation. In mid August, levels 5 and 
8 became available to Westpac. Levels 
6 and 7 became available in early 
September, followed by much of the The access ramp at the rear of the church is nearing 

completion.

Progress is being made on the walkway between church and Assembly Hall.
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ground floor later in the month. In late October, the lower levels and all levels from 
5 to 13 should be ready for occupation, with the mezzanine level following in late 
December. It is anticipated that the areas around the new building and the church 
will be completed and accessible by the end of October.

The imposing entrance to the new building is 
progressing well.

The refurbished façade of the old car park in Little 
Collins Street.

The west side of the church and the walkway.
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The Message of the Mission Goes on the Road

It was a delight for me to 
be the guest speaker at a 
gathering in Castlemaine 
on 28th August.

The event was put on by 
the Castlemaine PWMU, 
with Castlemaine stal-
warts Geoff and Beth 
Walker in the thick 
of it. Over 50 people 
attended, not only 
from the Castlemaine 
Presbyterian Church, but from other Presbyterian congregations from Bendigo, 
Carisbrook and Daylesford, and from other local denominations and community 
organisations.

I was given ample opportunity to speak on the work of the Flemington mission, and 
to share something of the challenges, the tragedies and the personal triumphs of 
some of the many people who the mission seeks to help.

A case worker with Wombat Housing, a North Melbourne-based social advocacy 
and support agency, has helpfully compiled a series of case studies of people in 
distress that have received different and specifically-targeted forms of financial 
assistance from the mission, working in partnership with Wombat Housing. I was 
able to distribute copies of these case studies, helping the folk attending the 
Castlemaine event get a better insight into the scope of our work and the value of 
financial contributions to the mission.

I am pleased to report that I returned from Castlemaine with a car chock-a-block 
full of groceries and other goods, and some very generous financial donations.

I’m looking forward to the next mission ‘road show’, which will be to the Flinders 
Presbyterial Association at Cheltenham on 30th October.

News from the Flemington Mission

Some of the folk who gathered in Castlemaine to support the work of 
the Flemington mission.
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If you would like to contribute financially to the mission, cheques made out to The 
Presbyterian & Scots’ Church Joint Mission can be posted to the mission Treasurer:

Mrs Glenys Wright
86 Kurunjang Drive

KURUNJANG  VIC  3337.

Phil Court
Missioner

The Home Mission Workers Association
celebrates 80 years of service

The Rev. David Currie will be the guest speaker at a Thanksgiving and 
Dedication Service to be held on 13th November, when the Home Mission 
Workers Association (HMWA) celebrates its 80th birthday.

Formed in 1934 at the height of the Great Depression, HMWA is a committee of 
Presbyterian women who meet regularly with a goal to provide encouragement, 
care and financial support for home mission stations, home missionaries, and stu-
dent candidates for the ministry. In its earlier days, HMWA also assisted men who 
were seeking work and needed food, clothing and money.

Initially, the association raised funds through an annual fete held in the Melbourne 
Town Hall. After 1954, funding continued at a congregational level, with ‘links’ be-
ing appointed to facilitate a connection between the HMWA and congregations.

With adaptation to changing needs over the years, the women of HMWA continue 
to work quietly and tirelessly to support 16 home mission stations, eight home 
missionaries and, this year, 18 student candidates for the ministry.

The HMWA invites all to join in the Thanksgiving and Dedication Service on Thursday, 
13th November at 11.00 am in the Robert White Hall, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
This will be followed by lunch and an 80th anniversary celebration cake.

Reference: Carolyn Wentworth, ‘HMWA 80th Anniversary’ in ‘Fellow workers: news from around the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria’, September 2014, pp. 6 – 7.
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A Link with Dandenong

The Rev. James Clow, who conducted the first 
Presbyterian service in Melbourne on 31st 
December 1837 was the subject of an article enti-
tled ‘Father of the Church’ in a recent issue of the 
Dandenong Journal. Clow Street, Dandenong, was 
named in honour of Clow. His connection with the 
area was the purchase in 1838 of a large cattle run, 
‘Corhanwarrabul’, which stretched from Dandenong 
Creek and Rowville to the foot of the Dandenong 
Ranges. He built a homestead just north of present 
day Wellington Road called ‘Tirhatuan’. His son 
James managed the station and the Clows divided 
their time between ‘Tirhatuan’ and their home in 
Melbourne. He sold the station in 1850.

Another article about 
Clow was published in 
the Rowville–Lysterfield 
Community News giving 
details of a letter writ-
ten by Clow to Governor 
Charles La Trobe. In July 
1853, La Trobe wrote 
to a number of early 
settlers seeking informa-
tion about the original 
European settlement 
of the colony. Over 50 
replies were received, 

including a long letter from the first settler in the Rowville area, Clow, who wrote 
of the people who occupied the surrounding area and also of some of his experi-
ences with aborigines.

The Rev. James Clow

The Rev. James Clow.

The Presbyterian section of the Melbourne General Cemetery.

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 P
ic

tu
re

s 
C

ol
le

ct
io

n,
 S

ta
te

 L
ib

ra
ry

 o
f V

ic
to

ri
a.



P a g e  2 6

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  O c T O b e r  2 0 1 4

In his letter, Clow stated that his residence was frequently visited by aborigines of the 
Yarra Yarra and Western Port tribes, who camped near the house. They were always 
treated with kindness and, in return, were themselves peaceful and honest. He also 
wrote of finding an old aboriginal man alone; he had fallen from a tree and could 
not keep up with the group on a hunting excursion. Clow and his party moved the 
injured man to a tent and cared for him for about week until the hunters returned. 
He was most grateful for the kindness shown to him, and lived for many years, often 
referring to the kindness shown to him by Clow at their first meeting.

In 1987, the Knox Historical Society installed a plaque in Wellington Road in hon-
our of the 150th anniversary of Clow’s arrival in Melbourne.

Biographical background

James Clow was born in 1790 near Stirling, Scotland. He was educated at Blackford 
School, then attended St Andrew’s and Edinburgh universities. He was licenced to 
preach on 21st July 1813. Clow was sent by the Church of Scotland to Bombay, India, 
where he arrived in 1815. He married Margaret Morison there in 1819, and the Clows had 
two sons and six daughters, one of whom, Helen, was to marry the Rev. James Forbes.

Clow retired to Scotland due to ill-health in 1833, but decided to emigrate to 
Australia in 1837, arriving first at Hobart Town, but moving on to Port Phillip. While 
visiting Dr Alexander Thomson’s station on the Barwon River, he became the first 
Presbyterian minister to conduct public worship in present-day Victoria.

Prior to buying the Corhanwarrabul run, Clow purchased land in Melbourne in 1837, 
building a home that was to later become the Caledonian Hotel. In later life, he 
moved to Oakhill, a prop-
erty some five kilometres 
from Queenscliff. He died 
suddenly on 15th March 
1861.

References: Clow, James (1780 
– 1861). Australian Dictionary of 
Biography. http://adb.anu.edu.au/
biography/clow-james-1906; Clow, 
James: Rev. James Clow Writes 
to Governor La Trobe.  Rowville-
Lysterfield Community News, 7th 
September 2014, page 1; Father of 
the church.  Dandenong Journal. 4th 
August 2014, page 14.

The house that Clow built in Melbourne, later to become the 
Caledonian Hotel.
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Plants of the Bible
Common barley (Hordeum vulgare)

Barley and wheat are grain crops which fea-
ture prominently in the Bible, with barley 
mentioned more than thirty times, and an 
additional thirteen times in association with 
wheat.

It is accepted by scholars that the cultivation of 
barley began in southwest Asia as far back as 
8,000 BC, and by 4,000 BC domesticated barley 
crops occurred as far away as Finland. It has been 
grown on the Korean Peninsula since 1,000 BC 
or earlier, and was widely eaten by peasants in 
Medieval Europe. Barley has also been used as 
animal fodder, for the fermentation of beer and 
other alcoholic drinks, and in various health 
foods. It remains an important cereal crop, and 
in 2007 was ranked fourth in the world, both in 
quantity and area of cultivation.

A member of the grass family, Poaceae, barley is 
self-pollinating, with cultivation ranging from the 
sub-polar regions to the tropics. Common barley 
is an erect annual grain, leafy along the main and 
secondary stems. Each stem terminates in an ear 
made up of groups of three spikelets, some or all 
of which develop into grains, depending on the 
type of cultivar. It can be grown in areas too dry 
for wheat, and is seen growing in such semi-arid 
areas as the edge of the Wilderness of Judaea, 

east of Bethlehem. The grain matures a month or so before wheat and, in bright sun, the 
mature fields of barley look white, as noted by Jesus in John 4: 35. Barley is still an important 
crop in the vicinity of Bethlehem, where small plots are harvested by hand.

References: Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982; Barley – Wikipedia. http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barley; Old Dominion University Plant Site. Barley. http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/Barley.php.

Common barley
(Hordeum vulgare)
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Jasmine Hong

Jasmine Hong is an active member of our 5.00 pm Engage congregation, 
where she participates in the music group, playing the drums. She is also 
learning to play the guitar.

Born at Jeng-üp in rural Korea, Jasmine grew up on the family farm, which cultivated 
rice and a range of vegetables. The region is mountainous, well known for its excel-
lent spicy foods. The climate is conducive to beautiful blossoming trees in the spring, 
and to magnificent autumn colours as maples and other trees change with the sea-
son. The national flower of Korea, Hibiscus syriacus, flourishes in the area. Jasmine 
has two older sisters, an older brother and a younger sister, all of whom now live in 
the area around the capital, Seoul. Her parents still live on the family farm.

After completing her primary and secondary education at local schools, Jasmine 
moved to Seoul where she commenced part-time studies in the Chinese language 
and literature at the Open University, while working as a software engineer to 
support herself. She really enjoyed studying Mandarin and was invited to teach pro-
nunciation to the first year students during the second year of her degree.

Korea faced an economic downturn in the late 1990s and employment was not 
easy to obtain. Jasmine missed an opportunity to work as a computer programmer 
with a company in America as she could not speak fluent English. This prompted 
her to apply for a 12-month working holiday visa to Australia as an alternative 
choice. She undertook a course in English at the La Trobe University Language 
School, but found that speaking with people in the work situation was the most 
helpful way to become fluent. She initially obtained work at a Korean restaurant, 
moving on to a range of other jobs before returning to Korea. She found she 
missed Melbourne, and her best friend encouraged her to return to Australia to 
study, which she did, undertaking a two-year course at business school where she 
obtained a Diploma of Networking. During this time Jasmine worked part-time 
with an insurance broker. She went on to further study at Swinburne University, 
gaining a Graduate Diploma in Information Systems while continuing to work part-
time. On completion of her studies, her work increased to full-time, in the field of 
customer service.

Interview
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Jasmine’s next move 
was to teaching, as she 
undertook full-time 
study for a Graduate 
Diploma of Education 
at the University of 
Melbourne, once again 
working part-time with 
the insurance broker. 
During her teaching 
practicums, she taught 
information technology 
and Korean as a second 
language. Although she 
subsequently did some 
part-time teaching of Korean as a second language, she returned once more to the 
insurance field, this time in compliance administration. When the company found it 
necessary to downsize, Jasmine took a voluntary redundancy and decided to take 
the opportunity to travel. She went to Boston and New York in the United States, 
then to England and various countries in Europe. She thoroughly enjoyed the expe-
rience, and took time to reflect on the amazing world God has created.

On her return to Melbourne, Jasmine took a position as a compliance administrator, 
moving to a similar position in another company for two years. This has provided 
an opportunity for her to develop expertise in the area of risk management.

Jasmine’s mother was the first person in the family to become a Christian, with her 
father and siblings following. Her brother is now minister of a Presbyterian church 
in Seoul, and one sister works with a church in the field of pastoral care. Prior to 
coming to Scots’ in 2010, Jasmine attended the South Yarra Presbyterian Church, 
later moving to Richmond.

In 2010, Jasmine gave some thought to returning to Korea, but the competition for 
employment is strong there, so she made a decision to stay in Australia, although 
her family would like her to return home.

We are delighted to have Jasmine as an active member of the Engage congrega-
tion, and thank her for her continuing and enthusiastic contribution to the life of 
Scots’ Church.

Jasmine in Venice.
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
St George’s Presbyterian Church, Geelong
When a decision was made to establish a congregation and to build a church 
on a site at the corner of Latrobe Terrace and Ryrie Street, Geelong, in 1860, 
there were already five Presbyterian churches established in the area.

The population of the area, only 8,000 in 1850, had grown to about 25,000 10 years 
later, largely due to the gold rush, providing a rationale for another church. However, 
the already established congregations were not unanimous in their support of this. 
Nevertheless, the Presbytery of Geelong gave approval, with the site finally chosen 
being much closer to town than the location initially recommended. A block of 
land, 1 acre and 4 roods (0.61 hectares) had already been allocated by the govern-
ment for the Presbyterian Church in 1855, and it was on this site that the church 
and manse were to be built. A special meeting of the Geelong Presbytery was held 
in Scots’ Church, Melbourne, on 7th July 1859, when it was confirmed that the new 
congregation could use this site, this decision subsequently being supported by 
the General Assembly.

A plan for the church by architect Nathaniel Billing of Melbourne, estimated to cost 
£5,000, was adopted. The design included a large nave, a spacious vestry, and an 
apse for the pulpit. Gothic in design, it was constructed of bluestone. The timbered 
roof was high pitched and open, and plans included a gallery at the west end of the 
church. Provision was also made for the tower and spire, although these were not 
to be built until many years after the original construction. A beautiful west window 
made by Ballantyne & Company of Edinburgh was a feature of the new building. 
There was also a stone font and pulpit. The builder and stonemasons were a local 
firm, Messrs Brown and Gibson. Funds were raised through an appeal, with the full 
cost of building the church being achieved within six months.

The foundation stone was laid on 12th June 1860 and, on 9th February 1861, the 
church opened for public worship. On that day, the minister, the Rev. Alexander 
Campbell, spoke about pew rents, which were a means of generating revenue for 
the upkeep of the building. He stated that the church was also one for the poor who 
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may not be able to af-
ford pew rents, and that 
such individuals would 
be allocated seats rather 
than by marking certain 
pews as ‘free’. This sys-
tem of pew rents had 
developed in the early 
18th century in Scotland 
and did not disappear 
until the 1950s.

The church was named 
after St George’s 
Church of Scotland in 
Edinburgh at the sug-
gestion of the Rev. 
Campbell as it was the 
church at which he had 
previously worshipped. 
He was delighted that 
the congregation took 
up his suggestion.

Three years after the laying of the foundation stone of the church, a site behind the 
church was chosen for the manse. The architect, Nathaniel Billing, was engaged 
to draw up plans, and the manse was erected by Halpin, builder and stonemason. 
Built of  similar bluestone to the church, it included large rooms, a spacious kitchen 
and servants’ quarters. The manse today appears largely unaltered from that original 
building, although there has been some internal modernisation. The manse and 
church are now both heritage listed buildings.

Worship services at St George’s followed the form of both Scottish and Australian 
churches at the time, with the psalms being sung without accompaniment. The 
Rev. Campbell was not impressed with the singing, and began a psalmody class in 

St George’s Church, Geelong.
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1863. A hymn book was 
introduced in 1867 and 
a harmonium installed 
in 1871, being replaced 
by a pipe organ built 
by Fincham & Sons of 
Melbourne 14 years 
later.

The Rev. Campbell was 
far-sighted, being close-
ly involved with the 
setting up of theological 
training for candidates 
for the ministry in 

Victoria, and with the foundation of Ormond College, a Presbyterian College associ-
ated with the University of Melbourne. He also helped to establish Geelong College.

A short ministry by the Rev. David McDougall was followed by that of the Rev. John 
Davies, older brother of the Rev. Joseph Henry Davies, the first Korean missionary 
from the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. It was during the ministry of his successor, 
the Rev. James Jackson, that the congregation decided to build a transept on the 
north side of the church and to add a vestibule to the front of the building. This 
was completed by March 1908, adding considerably to the beauty and comfort of 
the church.

It is interesting to note that in the early 20th century, the population of Victoria was 
made up of just over 16 percent of Presbyterians. Attendances at St George’s, both 
at services and at other activities, were good.

The next minister, Rev James Forrest, was the incumbent for some years before ac-
cepting a call to Canterbury (Victoria) in 1918. Many years later Rev Forrest assisted 
in the ministry at Scots’ for a brief period.

The building of the tower and spire in 1936 provided employment during the time 
of the 1930s depression. Work began in February to a design by Messrs Scarborough, 
Robertson & Love of Melbourne, in conjunction with Mr F. C. Purnell of Geelong. The 

The manse today appears largely unaltered from that original building.
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builders were Messrs Lodge Brothers of Melbourne, who were also responsible for 
the building of the Shrine of Remembrance. The foundation stone was laid on 4th 
April, and the tower and spire completed on 8th November 1936. The building was 
largely funded through a gift from the McPhillimy family, who had been members 
for 50 years.

The next major un-
dertaking was a ‘Peace 
Memorial’ following 
World War II. Although 
the initial plans were 
too costly, in 1956 an 
alternative plan saw the 
organ and choir stalls 
moved to a gallery, the 
pulpit relocated and 
the addition of a dais at 
the front of the church. 

The centenary of St George’s in 1960 was marked by a series of services and func-
tions, one of several preachers being the Rt Rev. A. Crichton Barr of Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne.

The latter years of the 20th century saw fluctuating congregations, in common with 
many churches across Australia. At the time of Church Union in 1977, St George’s 
voted to remain continuing Presbyterian.

By the early 21st century, numbers were again decreasing due to the loss of older 
members and insufficient new members. An additional concern was the responsi-
bility of the congregation for its heritage listed buildings.

Dr Allan Harman, former principal of the Presbyterian Theological College, 
Melbourne, was appointed minister for two years from July 2009. During his minis-
try, the congregation celebrated the 150th anniversary of St George’s. The church 
continues today under the ministry of the Rev. Rod Waterhouse.

References: Allan Harman & Mairi Harman, Proclaiming the Faith: St George’s Presbyterian Church, Geelong: 1860 – 2010, 
St George’s Presbyterian Church, Geelong, 2010; J. E. McNair, St George’s Presbyterian Church: one hundred years 1860 – 
1960, St George’s Presbyterian Church, Geelong, 1960.

The foundation stone for the spire was laid on 4th April 1936.
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During July 2014 we 
visited two cities in 
Russia, first spending 
eight days in Moscow, 
and later staying in St 
Petersburg for 10 days. 
We were fortunate in 
being able to see and 
visit many churches 
and cathedrals in these 
cities.

In Moscow, our first visit 
was to the Cathedral 
of Christ Our Saviour, also known as the Cathedral of the Nativity because of the 
beautiful bronze reliefs around the outside walls of the building. This church was 
positioned very close to our apartment, which was on the 14th floor, and we were 
able to look out over it and the Kremlin. The Cathedral of Christ Our Saviour was 
built between 1839 and 1860, to commemorate Russia’s victory over Napoleon. It 

was destroyed by Stalin 
in 1931, after which he 
built the biggest swim-
ming pool in the world 
on the site. He then heat-
ed the water in the pool, 
which caused a fog in 
the city due to its enor-
mous size. The pool was 
in existence for 50 years. 
The church was subse-
quently rebuilt in two 
years in the late 1990s at 
a cost of US $350 million 

David and Val Gibb Visit Russia 

The beautiful Cathedral of Christ Our Saviour, Moscow.

The Assumption Cathedral in the Kremlin, Moscow, where Russian 
Tsars were crowned until 1896.
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to the exact dimensions of the original. It was opened in time for Moscow’s 850th 
anniversary celebrations in 1997, and is magnificent.

When we visited the Kremlin, we saw many cathedrals and churches within its 
walls. Of special interest was the Assumption Cathedral, built between 1475 and 
1479. All the Tsars were crowned there, the last being Nicholas II in 1896. In 1812, 
French troops used the cathedral as a stable from which they looted 295 kilo-
grams of gold and over five tons of silver, much of which was later recovered. The 
church closed in 1918. There is a story that when the Nazis were on the outskirts 
of Moscow, Stalin secretly ordered a service to be conducted there to protect the 
city from the enemy. The cathedral was returned to the Church in 1989. Today it 
operates as a museum.

In St Petersburg we vis-
ited St Isaac’s Cathedral. 
Its golden dome domi-
nates the skyline. The 
lavish interior is open 
as a museum, although 
services are conducted 
on special religious holi-
days. It took 40 years to 
build and is designed 
in the form of a Greek 
cross, in keeping with the 
Orthodox tradition. It has 
five domes on the roof, 

and majestic porticoes with columns of granite monoliths. Its interior has 400 kilo-
grams of gold, 1,000 tons of bronze, 16 tons of malachite and over 11 square metres 
of precious lapis lazuli. It is beautiful to see.

When we visited the Church of the Resurrection, popularly known as the Church 
of the Saviour on Spilled Blood, it was amazing to see the multi-domed roof. The 
church was built between 1883 and 1907 on the spot where Alexander II was 
assassinated by the People’s Will terrorist group in 1881. Today it is known as the 
church that took 24 years to build and 27 years to restore. It finally reopened its 
doors after painstaking work by 30 artists to restore the interior’s 7,000 square metres 

The lavish interior of St Isaac’s Cathedral, St Petersburg.
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of mosaics, which are 
based mainly on themes 
from the New Testament. 
The southern wall is 
devoted to the events 
from the nativity to the 
baptism of Christ. The 
northern wall features the 
miracles and miraculous 
healings worked by the 
Saviour. The western wall 
shows the scenes of the 
passion of Christ. This 
church is a monument of 
great significance.

This cathedral stopped 
us in our tracks: the 
Cathedral of the 
Transfiguration of 
Our Saviour is one of 
the most gilded in St 
Petersburg. The gates 
bear the imperial double 
headed eagle in vast 
golden busts, reflecting 
the fact that the Empress 
Elizabeth ordered their 
construction in 1743. 

They were rebuilt in 1829. The cathedral was dedicated to the victory over the Turks 
in 1828–29. The captured guns and chains at the gates surrounding the church are 
interesting. Today it is an active church, with a service in progress when we called 
in. In Russian Orthodox churches there is nowhere to sit down. Pews and chairs are 
not allowed so everyone stands, sometimes for two or three hours!

David and Val Gibb

The ornate Church of the Resurrection, also called the Church of the 
Saviour on Spilled Blood, St Petersburg.

The magnificent gates at the entrance to the Cathedral of the 
Transfiguration of Our Saviour, St Petersburg.
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F O R G I V E N E S S B E D

L O V S S E N R E D L I W I

E D S O N T R C T T T E P S

R W W M B H F G E M C B L C

D E L A E H C A S N R E M I

R M W C H F C A A P P H Q P

D S Q W R H N T E S I W Y L

M I M M I K N K O R R R T E

O T X N V E T G R B P K I S

D P G G P B D W T M Z N D T

G A L E J E U G O G A N Y S

N B R Z Y G R L K X K B Q Z

I K Q M A U T H O R I T Y X

K K F I S H E R S T J R F X
www.WordSearchMaker.com

The words to find …
AUTHORITY

BAPTISM
DISCIPLES

FISHERS
FORGIVENESS

GOSPEL
HEALED

KINGDOM
PREACH

REPENTANCE
SPIRIT

SYNAGOGUE
TEACHING

WILDERNESS

Word search
Mark 1 (ESV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters 
in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left 
to right, top to bottom. Words can go horizontally, vertically and 
diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 20.)

Amazing maze
Help the mother and her child find Jesus as he teaches.

for kids

www.davidbau.com
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Your Garden
For the garden of your daily living

Plant three rows of peas:
1: Peace of mind
2: Peace of heart
3: Peace of soul

Plant four rows of squash:
1: Squash gossip

2: Squash indifference
3: Squash grumbling
4: Squash selfishness

Plant four rows of lettuce:
1: Lettuce be faithful

2: Lettuce be kind
3: Lettuce be patient

4: Lettuce really love one another

No garden is complete without turnips:
1: Turnip for meetings

2: Turnip for service
3: Turnip to help one another

To complete your garden, you must have thyme:
1: Thyme for each other

2: Thyme for family
3: Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.
There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sew.

(Ed: Our thanks to Tom Stirling for this article.)
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One of the organists who performed during the International Organ Series 
this year was Stefan Kiessling, who is currently Assistant Organist at the 
Thomaskirche (St Thomas’s  Church), Leipzig, Germany. The city of Leipzig 
is located about 150 kilometres south of Berlin, and has been a trade city 
since at least the period of the Roman Empire. It sits at the intersection of 
two important Medieval trade routes, and was once a major European centre 
of learning and culture in fields including music and publishing. Since the 
reunification of Germany, Leipzig has seen significant restoration of historical 
buildings, as well as modern development.

The beautiful Lutheran church of St Thomas is most famous as the place where 
composer Johann Sebastian Bach was choirmaster from 1723 until his death in 1750. 
Since 1950, Bach’s remains have been located under a bronze epitaph on the floor of 
the sanctuary, where they 
were moved from the site 
of St John’s Church after 
it was destroyed during 
World War II.

An early church associ-
ated with an Augustinian 
monastery was founded 
on the site in 1212. 
By 1355, the early 
Romanesque sanctu-
ary had already been 
converted to the Gothic 
style. The window on the 
north side of the sanctu-
ary, the lower floor of the 
tower, and the crossing, 
including its arches and 
corbels, date from earlier 
than 1355. In the late 15th 
century, the Romanesque 

Thomaskirche, Leipzig, and J. S. Bach

Thomaskirche, Leipzig.
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nave, or main body of 
the church, was demol-
ished and replaced by 
the late Gothic nave that 
exists today. Apart from 
the tower, completed in 
1702, the architecture of 
the main church has not 
changed since the late 
15th century. Chapels and 
a new façade, built along 
the north side of the nave 
in the 17th century, were 
removed 200 years later.

The interior decoration of Baroque style, dating from the period when Bach was 
choirmaster, was removed in the late 19th century, and converted to the neo-Gothic 
style seen today. A portal on the west front was added during this major renovation. 
The most recent restoration, including the installation of a new Bach organ, was 
completed by 28th July 2000 for the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of 
Bach’s death. This organ, built by Gerald Woehl of Marburg, is constructed to play 
Bach’s organ works as originally intended.

The magnificent triptych altar in the sanctuary of the church dates from the 15th 
century; the artist is unknown. It stood in the Church of St Paul, where Bach often 
performed, until 1968, when that church was destroyed. A crucifix in the church 
shows the crucified Jesus with real hair and a crown made from the Christ thorn 
plant. Another crucifix across the pulpit is one of the few existing treasures of the 
church originating from Bach’s time. There are numerous epitaphs in the church, 
the oldest in memory of Knight Harras dating back to 1451.

A statue of J. S. Bach, next to the church, by sculptor Carl Seffner, was dedicated in 
1908.

The Thomaskirche, with worship services on Sundays, also has performances of 
Bach’s music through the week. It is described as a place of faith, spirit, and music. 
The church is open to visitors each day.

References: The St. Thomas Church: a short guide. Editor: Christian Wolff, Translator: Allison Werner, Printer: DruckereiBöhlau, 
Leipzig; Wikipedia. St. Thomas Church, Leipzig.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Church,_Leipzig.

The magnificent triptych altar in the sanctuary, Thomaskirche.
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In Memoriam

Mr James Fairbairn
1930 – 18th July 2014

Of Scottish Presbyterian descent, James (Jim) 
Fairbairn was born in Melbourne and spent his 
childhood years in Essendon, where the family 
attended St John’s Presbyterian Church. His grand-
father was treasurer there at the time. Jim went 
to Sunday school, and later Bible class and PFA 
(Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia) there. After 
completing his school education at Scotch College, 

he studied at the Victorian College of Pharmacy. He married Margaret at the 
Littlejohn Chapel, Scotch College, in 1955, and they purchased a pharmacy in 
Church Street, Brighton, where they remained for 26 years, living close by in 
Dendy Street.

Jim and Margaret attended John Knox Presbyterian Church, Gardenvale, for many 
years, together with their three sons. It was there that Jim was ordained as the 
youngest elder at the church, in 1963. The family transferred to Scots’ Church in the 
early 1970s so that their boys could attend Sunday school as numbers of children 
had dwindled at John Knox.

After selling the pharmacy, Jim joined the Victorian Public Service as a pharma-
cist in the Psychiatric Services Division and was posted to Ballarat, where they 
remained for 12 years. He and Margaret attended St Andrew’s Kirk, where they 
were both elders. On their return to Melbourne they joined St Cuthbert’s, Brighton, 
but later returned to Scots’, which became an important part of Jim’s life. Sadly 
Margaret died some years ago.

Jim made an enormous contribution to both church and community throughout 
his life.

A thanksgiving service was held at Scots’ Church on 24th July.

Our sympathy is extended to Jim’s sons Rowan, Nigel and Hamish, and to their 
families.
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Mrs Rose Hooke
1919 – 10th August 2014

Rose Hooke (née Little), an only child, spent most 
of her childhood in the city, where her father 
was caretaker for a printing company in Collins 
Street. At that time, most city buildings had their 
own caretakers, and Rose’s friends were the chil-
dren of these families, which formed a close-knit 
group of people. She attended Sunday school at 
Scots’, which at that time was combined with 

the Independent Church (now St Michael’s) Sunday school. Rose’s mother, 
Rose May Little, was actively involved in the early Presbyterian Women’s 
Missionary Union, with a marble pedestal recognising her contribution stand-
ing in the foyer of the Assembly Hall, Collins Street, Melbourne.

When the family later moved to East Melbourne, Rose attended the Cairns Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Powlett Street, where she sang in the choir. Millicent Osmond 
was the lead soprano there at the time, later moving to Scots’ in a similar position.

Rose went to Essendon High School where she was an avid and gifted hockey 
player, later playing at centre half back in the State team. Some of her hockey mem-
orabilia is now held in the Australian National Museum, Canberra, and is used for 
historical exhibits from time to time.

After completing her schooling, Rose undertook a commercial course at 
Bradshaw’s Business College.

Rose and Fred Hooke met at Cairns Memorial Church and were married there in 
1946. They subsequently had two sons. The family lived in Rosanna for 18 years, 
attending Heidelberg Presbyterian Church, later moving to Kew and joining the 
Deepdene Church, which became Uniting in 1977. Fred and Rose then transferred 
to Scots’ Church. Fred, who died in 2008, was an elder for many years.

In recent years Rose moved from her home into a care facility, where she continued 
to enjoy visits from family and friends.

A funeral service was conducted at Scots’ Church on 15th August.

Our condolences to her sons David and Geoffrey and to their families.
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Mrs Mary Elizabeth McLennan
24th March 1941 – 22nd August 2014

Mary grew up in Melbourne, attending St David’s 
Presbyterian Church, West Brunswick, as a child. 
It was there that she met Max, whom she married 
at St David’s in 1953. The couple built a home in 
Oak Park, where they lived for 57 years. They had 
three children: Anne, Ross and Alison.

The family attended Glenroy Presbyterian Church, 
where the minister at the time was the Rev. 

Frank Sadler (father of our elder Lois Taylor) and Max served on the Board of 
Management and as an elder.

As the children grew up, Mary’s outgoing and friendly approach made everyone 
welcome in their home. She supported Max in all his activities, including Little 
Athletics and McLennan Clan functions.

Max and Mary regularly attended the ‘Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans’ service at Scots’ where 
they eventually became regular worshippers, becoming members in 2005.

In 2009, Mary and Max, together with Ross and Alison, travelled to Scotland for the 
special event, ‘Homecoming Scotland’, organised to celebrate the 250th anniver-
sary of the birth of Robert Burns. As part of the celebrations, ‘The Gathering 2009’, 
Scotland’s greatest ever international gathering of the clans, was also held, with the 
MacLennan Clan holding their gathering just prior to this. Mary wrote of the won-
derful month she, Max, Ross and Alison spent together in an article for The Leaflet 
of October 2009.

In 2010, they moved to a new home in Ballan, and continued to travel to Scots’ 
regularly. After Max died in 2013, Mary moved into a care facility, closely supported 
by her family, who continued to come to church with her.

A thanksgiving service for Mary’s life was held at Scots’ Church on 29th August 
2014.

Our thoughts and sympathy are with Mary’s children Anne, Ross and Alison, and 
their families.
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Mr Ian Wilson Esler
4th December 1919 – 2nd September 2014

Ian was born in Traralgon, Victoria, the eldest of six, 
the family moving to Melbourne when he was quite 
young. He attended school in Cheltenham, and went 
on to Melbourne High School. At 16 years, he started 
work with the railways, but joined the army when war 
was declared. He served in the Middle East in Signals 
with the Second 11th Battalion.

During the war years he married Norma and they had three sons: Graeme, David 
and Bruce. He did not enjoy working as a clerk when he returned to the railways 
after the war, so became a salesman, which involved travelling. Ian was an ordained 
elder and served as session clerk and Sunday school superintendent.

In 1982, Ian joined Scots’ Church as administrator, a position he held until 1990. He 
was also secretary to the Scots’ trustees. Mr Peter Weatherby of Fitzroy’s remembers 
Ian for his kindness in assisting him to settle into Melbourne when he arrived from 
England and was new to Fitzroy’s. Marian Mooney was the ministers’ secretary dur-
ing this period and had a high regard for Ian, who was meticulous in all he did and 
had excellent rapport with people. He was dedicated and wonderful to work with. 
On many occasions he counselled people in need of help.

Ian met Lorraine Hyams at Williamstown Presbyterian Church where they were 
married in 1991. They lived in Williamstown for some time before moving to 
Bacchus Marsh. They travelled to Scots’ on the train each week on their scooters, 
and continued to do so for some time after they moved to Fiddlers Green, Berwick. 
They usually brought their lunch and went to the gardens to enjoy the day out. 
Lorraine moved to Noble Gardens first due to failing health, followed some time 
later by Ian; during the intervening period Ian visited Lorraine each day.

He had wide interests, including photography, reciting poetry, and reading. Ian was a 
member of the photography club in Williamstown.

A funeral service was held at Scots’ Church on 5th September 2014.

Our deepest sympathy is offered to Lorraine, and to Graeme, David and Bruce and 
their families.
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Across
1. The first two disciples 

called by Jesus were 
Simon and ______.

5. For how many days was 
Jesus tempted by Satan?

7. When Jesus was baptised, 
what descended on him 
from the heavens?

9. Whose mother, suffering 
from fever, did Jesus heal?

10. Who ministered to Jesus 
in the wilderness?

11. Who appeared baptising 
in the wilderness?

12. After Jesus had healed 
many, he went early in 
the morning to a desolate 
place where he ______.

13. Jesus called _____ the 
son of Zebedee and 
John, who were mending 
their nets.

Down
2. Where did the Spirit drive 

Jesus after his baptism?

3. From what disease was 
the man who asked to be 
made clean suffering?

4. Into which city did Jesus 
go with his disciples, and begin to teach in the synagogue?

6. John proclaimed a baptism of __________.

8. What did Jesus proclaim in Galilee after John the Baptist was arrested? (6, 2, 3)

11. In what river were people being baptised?
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Want to join us at Scots’?

You’d be sure of
a warm welcome.

Please contact the Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on (03) 9877 1252.




