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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image: Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne.
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Dear Friends,

What a wonderful privilege it has been to have the 
Very Rev. David Lunan and his wife Maggie amongst 
us again. The Turnbull Trust is a marvellous bequest 
that allows us to experience the teaching and leader-
ship of an eminent minister from overseas and we’ve 
been very blessed by David and Maggie’s ministry 

now for a second time under the trust, though a third time in total. I personally have 
been deeply touched by David’s thoughtful and careful application of scripture to 
the practical realities of everyday life.

Easter is in some ways a sombre time. The season of Lent leading up to Easter is 
supposed to be a time of austerity, reflecting Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness, setting 
aside distractions and overcoming temptations so that we might better focus on 
God and learn from his word.

The brief high point of Palm Sunday, Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, is quickly 
brought crashing back to reality as he is pursued and persecuted by the Pharisees and 
the Sanhedrin, leading to so-called Good Friday, a day that barely seems good at all, 
when the darkness of human sin descends in all its evil brutality on the Son of God.

Even Jesus feels the despair, the anguish, the fear as he cries out from the cross, ‘My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

Yet it is not God who has forsaken humanity, as we discover in Psalm 22, where that 
quote comes from. The word of God answers our despair by reminding us that even 
in the darkest moment, when we feel as if he is distant and doesn’t even remember 
us, when we turn to him—like the Prodigal Son returning to his father—God is 
never far away.

In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried 
and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. …. For he has 
not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his 
face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him (Psalm 22:4-5; 24, ESV).

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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Every moment in Jesus’ life, indeed the entire history of God’s dealings with ancient 
Israel recorded in the Old Testament, was leading up to this point, where we would 
receive glorious confirmation of the covenant promises of God that there is nothing 
in heaven or on earth, not the power and might of Herod or Pilate or the Emperor of 
Rome, not the Sanhedrin or the baying crowds in Jerusalem, not the physical torture 
or mental anguish, nothing at all that can extinguish or separate us from God’s love.

The depth of this love is demonstrated in God reaching down even into the very pit 
of hell to save Jesus, to raise him from the dead, to restore him to his friends and 
family and inspire his disciples to love and good works that would quickly turn the 
known world on its head as they preach Christ and him crucified.

I hope you have been able to join us in our various services and concerts to cel-
ebrate these momentous events throughout Easter week. But more than that, I hope 
that you can reflect deeply on the overall meaning of this central message of our 
Christian faith—that Christ was crucified, dead and buried, but on the third day he 
rose again from the dead.

Wishing you every blessing,

Douglas

Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne
Featured on the cover of this issue of The Leaflet, the Shrine of Remembrance 
was built to commemorate those who served in World War I.

Of the 89,000 Victorians who served abroad in World War I, 19,000 were killed. 
The shrine provided a place for individuals, families and communities to grieve, 
and was a place where they could preserve and honour the memories of the 
lost. The shrine today also honours those who served and fell in subsequent 
conflicts.

ANZAC Day, which commemorates the landing of Australian and New Zealand 
forces at Gallipoli on 25th April 1915, recognises the service and sacrifice of all 
Australians who have served in war or in peacekeeping missions.

Reference: Shrine of Remembrance – Melbourne.  http://www.shrine.org.au/
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Dear Friends in Scots’ Church,

On Easter Sunday we will be leaving you once again, 
with all the mixed emotions of parting, and gratitude. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed our time with you, shar-
ing worship, and time and table with you, memories 
and plans and concerns and hopes.

For us both what was different about this sojourn is that we were able to visit more 
members of the church, some of whom are not now so able to be at church Sunday 
by Sunday as was their wont. Everyone with a story to tell, a story to be heard, eve-
ryone with an experience of life and an experience of God that was unique and 
inspiring. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: ‘Christ in the word of my brother or sister is 
always stronger than Christ in my heart.’ It’s as we share our experiences of God 
together, not just our ideas or opinions about God, that our faith is nourished and 
deepened. Thank you.

Gratitude and grace are related words, and related experiences. Faith is always a 
response, in gratitude, to what God has done, or is doing in the world we live in, in 
the Christ who called us, through the Spirit working in our hearts and minds and 
souls.

We look around us, and we see God’s handiwork in all things. ‘Creation is God’s first 
Bible’, said St Francis. Or as John Calvin wrote: ‘There is not one blade of grass, there 
is no colour in this world that is not intended to make us rejoice.’

We look at Jesus, the kind of man he was (is), and therefore the kind of God we 
believe in, and love, and worship. And because we are grateful for all he has shown 
us by example, given us in teaching, and accomplished for us by his death and 
mighty rising from the grave, we order our lives accordingly. ‘Bless the Lord O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.’

We look at the life within us and around us, and sense the Holy Spirit. John Calvin 
said, in the second sentence of his great Institutes: ‘True wisdom consists of two 

Turnbull Trust Minister
The Very Rev. David Lunan
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things; knowledge of God and knowledge of self.’ And, ‘If you want to find God, 
examine your own heart.’ It’s as we become aware of our inner conflicts that we 
begin to look for peace, with God and with ourselves. ‘The good that I would I do 
not; the evil that I would not, that I do,’ lamented St Paul in piercing self-awareness. 
But it was encounter with the living Christ that made him re-assess his dissatis-
faction with a religion of rules and regulations. Because the letter of the law is 
soul-destroying, while the spirit of the law—the gospel—breathes life into us. John 
Newton, the one-time slave ship owner made the same discovery: ‘’Twas grace that 
taught my heart to fear, ’twas grace my fears relieved.’

Gratitude is always the starting point of the Christian life; gratitude and grace. 
Gratitude enables us to receive grace, and grace makes us even more grateful. So 
thank you for the grace you have shown to us, which is another way of saying thank 
you for the generosity you have shown us.

We leave with the sound of the great Easter hymns ringing in our ears.‘Jesus Christ 
is risen today! Hallelujah!’ ‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, endless is the 
victory thou o’er death hast won!’

Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Man, the Son of God, came alive again on Easter morn-
ing. The man who cared about everyone, and wanted everyone to care about each 
other, and about God. The man who offended the religious and political establish-
ments of his day by his outspoken challenging of their values and practice. The 
man described as ‘the friend of sinners’ and ‘Saviour of the world’, the man who is 
actually God.

They tried to silence him, but his word is still powerful. They killed his body, but his 
spirit is alive and well and at work in the world. We did our worst to him, but he still 
comes back.

I believe because ‘the Bible tells me so.’ If the resurrection was a hoax, the writers 
would have corroborated their stories, and certainly not mentioned that ‘some of 
the disciples doubted.’

I believe because I see people in whom I detect an echo of the Jesus I read about; 
something of his grace, or courage, or wisdom, or humility, or power, or compassion. 
It seems to radiate from them as though Christ lived within them.

I believe because there have been mountain top moments in my life, when God 
seemed very, very close. Even in my limited and flawed experience of the Christian 
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life, I have sometimes sensed Christ to be with me, within me, beside me, behind 
me, and before me. And his presence changes everything, changes me, and changes 
others, always for the better. He is still the Great Physician.

It has meant that I want to know God better, and let the Holy Spirit direct me, shap-
ing my decision-making and my priorities and my lifestyle.

It means I want to worship this living God, and let others know of his blessing.

It has also meant that I am sure that this is not the only world, there is another 
realm beyond this, where there  is ‘no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain, for these things will have passed away.’

The resurrection also means that God can use even the worst we’ve ever done, and 
the worst that has ever happened to us, and transform them, by his grace, into some-
thing good, even wonderful, and beautiful. ‘In the cross of Christ we glory, towering 
o’er the wrecks of time.’

And it means that I want to try to live my life as close to the example of Jesus as I 
can, God being my helper. That is grace, what God gives us, that we don’t deserve, 
but it makes our lives complete. I want to live with less fear and more love, less guilt 
and more freedom, less resentment and more forgiveness, less suspicion and doubt 
and more trust and faith, less cynicism and worry, more hope and contentment. I 
want to play my part, along with others, in ensuring more people come to know 
God, can enjoy life, and can live at peace in a world where no-one misses out, and 
no-one is excluded, and everyone’s gifts are used to serve others, and we create a 
new kind of community ‘where God’s will is done on earth, just as it is in heaven.’

That is our Lord’s prayer, and it is ours.

It has been a joy, a privilege, and a blessing to be associated with Scots’ Church in 
Melbourne. Maggie and I leave with nothing but gratitude in our hearts, to you, and 
to God. And though we will be absent in body, in spirit we will be by your side, and 
you will forever remain in our prayers.

We bid you farewell, full of gratitude to you, and to our Father in heaven.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

David and Maggie Lunan
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Two new services:
two new ways to grow the church

St Stephen’s is a diverse and multi-cultural congrega-
tion. On any given Sunday, Anglo-Celtic Australians rub 
shoulders with worshippers from Africa, America, Asia 
and Europe. The more nationalities we have, the more 

we like it. In a tangible way, it represents the body of Christ; drawn from all cultures, 
yet united in one fellowship.

For several decades, the most self-evident cultural current at St Stephen’s has been 
Indonesian. A very large proportion of our congregation have Indonesian herit-
age—whether first, second or even third generation.

In recognition of this, we have pew bibles in both English and Indonesian. Each 
Sunday, one of the Bible readings is in Indonesian. Our own ‘home grown’ hymn book 
contains hymns in both languages. Each month we hold a bilingual service where 
the preaching is in both languages. This is followed by a long and leisurely congrega-
tional lunch, featuring mouth-watering cuisine from different Indonesian provinces.

Now, two new initiatives build on our Indonesian links. The first of these was our 
inaugural New Year’s Eve bilingual thanksgiving service. Word of this service spread 
amongst Melbourne’s Indonesian Christian community. The result was a full church, 
a generous collection in support of the Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission, 
and a joyful and noisy supper, followed some high-spirited Batak singing and dancing.

The second new initiative will have quite a different atmosphere. This coming 
Good Friday, we are holding a solemn bilingual prayer vigil, starting at 2.30 pm and 
centring on the moment of Jesus’ death on the cross at ‘the ninth hour’, which is 
generally taken to be 3.00 pm.

Once more, we hope many people from beyond our regular congregation will join 
with us as we worship together, across cultures, the one God in three persons—
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Philip

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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The Indonesian congregation of The Scots’ Church reaches a significant mile-
stone this year with the ordination of the Rev. Christian Tirtha as their full-
time minister.

The service of ordination was conducted by the Presbytery of Melbourne West 
on Saturday, 7th March 2015 in the Werner Brodbeck Hall, where the Indonesian-
language service is held every Sunday morning. Over 100 guests were present, 
including members of the Presbytery, elders from Scots’ Church, members of the 
Indonesian congregation, as well as friends and families of Christian. The Rev. Phil 
Court led the service, with members and musicians from the Indonesian congrega-
tion participating. The Rev. Richard O’Brien delivered the occasional sermon, and 
reminded the newly inducted minister that he is called to keep the main thing 
(that is, the gospel of Christ) as the main thing. What God asks of his servants is 
impossible precisely because he wants us rely on him rather than ourselves: ‘Only 
those who are inadequate are adequate’. It is through vulnerability and weakness 
that we are called to serve others, and not by powering up against people. His 
transforming power to make people whole, manifests through our willingness to 
be broken for Christ.

Ordination of the Rev. Christian Tirtha

The Indonesian Christian Church congregation.
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Christian joined the 
Indonesian congrega-
tion in 2010 as their 
youth worker, and was 
subsequently ordained 
as an elder in Scots’ 
Church. After receiving 
his Bachelor of Theology 
at the Presbyterian 
Theological College in 
2011, Christian com-
menced to complete his 
candidacy requirement 
as a Presbyterian minister. 
He was licensed to preach 
the gospel in November 
2014 and had been formally appointed as the minister to the Indonesian congrega-
tion of the Scots’ Church.

The Rev. Christian Tirtha will be working together with Dr Sen Sendjaya, who 
planted the congregation in 2005 and will remain as teaching pastor, in the gospel 
ministry to reach out to the lost and teach the reached to live a Christ-centred 
life. With more than 15,000 non-believing Indonesians living in Victoria, many 
of whom live within a five kilometre radius of the church, the challenges ahead 
are enormous. As such, they are committed to the following mission statement, 
‘Transforming Godless People into Godly Leaders for Jesus Christ’, which underlies 
every area of ministry: preaching, teaching, Sunday school, outreach, and disciple-
ship. I would like to invite you to pray with us that this important milestone will 
bring a renewed vigour and dependence upon God to work mightily among and 
through the congregation.

The Indonesian Christian Church meets for worship and fellowship every Sunday 
at 10.30 am in the Werner Brodbeck Hall, 156 Collins Street. For more information 
please contact the Rev. Christian Tirtha on 0405 459 054 or christian.tirtha@icc-
melbourne.org.

Christian Thirtha

Present at the service (from left): Lois and Gordon Taylor, Bruce Evans, 
Sen Sendjaya, the Rev. Christian Tirtha, the Rev. Richard O’Brien, 
Dennis Conradi, the Rev. Philip Court, the Rev. Douglas Robertson.

Rosalie Strother
Cross-Out
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Know Your Church
Stained Glass 
Windows 
to Honour 
Those Who 
Served in 
Wars
Three stained glass 
windows and a mo-
saic, all located in 
the vestibule of the 
church, honour those 
who served and were 
lost in the two world 
wars. The newest win-
dows in the church, 
they were created by 
Melbourne stained 
glass window manu-
facturer and artist Alan 
Sumner (1911–1994), 
who also designed 
and made the mosaic.

The windows and mo-
saic were dedicated at 
the 125th Anniversary 
service of Scots’ Church, 
held on 24th February 
1963, when they were 
unveiled by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. They 
were then dedicated by 

From bottom to top: Stained glass windows, ‘Crests of the Armed Forces 
and the Red Cross’; mosaic, ‘Resurrection of Jesus’; and stained glass 
window, ‘The Gift of the Holy Spirit’.
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The Right Rev. Nevile Davidson, Moderator of the Church of Scotland. Following this, 
the Queen and His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, both signed a ‘Book of 
Remembrance’ beneath their respective coats of arms. The Queen also presented a 
Lectern Bible, bound in scarlet leather, to the church. This was inscribed with details of 
the royal visit on that morning.

The largest of the windows, set high in the wall, reflects 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as described in the book of 
Acts, and is in memory of the fallen of the two world 
wars. The mosaic, depicting the resurrection of Jesus 
as described in the Gospel of Mark, honours those 
who served in the two world wars. Two small windows 
below the mosaic depict the crests of the Australian 
Armed Forces and the Red Cross.

In his book, The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 
Years 1838 – 2013, Rowland  S.  Ward notes that Alan 
Sumner was not satisfied with the original mosaic. After 
the unveiling, he returned it to his studio where he en-
larged it, corrected some perceived imperfections, and 
reinstalled it later in the year. This work of art contains up to 50,000 pieces of Italian 
mosaic smalti tiles. These are specialised tiles made from richly coloured glass. They 
were originally developed in ancient times for use in Byzantine mosaics. The glass 
contains metal oxides that generate an extensive range of colours.

Alan Sumner began his career as a stained glass assistant to modernist paint-
er William Frater at the Melbourne studio of E. L. Yencken & Co., later setting up 
his own studio in Collingwood. A master of many art mediums and techniques, 
Sumner blended the principles of modernist painting with traditional stained glass 
methods, developing a highly symbolic style. He was a member of the prestigious 
Victorian Artists Society, and director of the National Gallery Art School for a period 
from 1953. He was awarded a Member of the British Empire for services to the arts, 
and the Victorian Artists Society Medal of Honour in 1990.

References: ‘The Stories in Stained Glass: The Scots’ Church, Melbourne Stained Glass Windows’, The Scots’ Church 
Minor Trusts, 2011; Rowland S. Ward, ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013, Australian 
Scholarly Publishing Ltd., Melbourne, 2014.

A magnificent Byzantine mosaic 
in Hagia Sofia, Instanbul.
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From the Archives

On 25th April 2015, it will 
be 100 years since the 
ANZAC forces landed at 
Gallipoli.

Last year, the Scots’ 
Church Roll of Honour 
in the south vestibule 
of the church was refur-
bished. This shows that 
93 men and women from 
the Scots’ Church family 
enlisted in the Great War. 
Sadly, 14 did not return.

On embarkation, the 
troops sailed to Egypt for 
further training.

From the Scots’ Church Leaflets, 1914–1920, and army records, we are able to 
piece together some information about the first soldiers who embarked for duty 
and served in Gallipoli. Some of the names on the roll enlisted with British regi-
ments:

•	 William AUCHINACHIE, cabinetmaker, embarked on HMAT1 A29 Hororata on 
19th October 1914 and died of wounds at Gallipoli.

•	 James Jameson BLACK, medical practitioner, also embarked on Hororata and 
served in Gallipoli and the Western Front and received the Distinguished Service 
Order.

•	 Thomas OGILVIE, solicitor, embarked on Transport A2 Geelong on 20th October 
1914 and took part in the Gallipoli campaign and died of wounds.

1 His Majesty’s Australian Transport.

The Scots’ Church refurbished Roll of Honour.
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•	 Norman MARSHALL, mill manager and a son of the Rev. Dr Alexander 
Marshall, minister of Scots’ Church, embarked on Transport A3 Orvieto on 
21st October 1914 and was mentioned in despatches for the part he took 
in the landing at Gallipoli. He went on to receive the Military Cross and the 
Distinguished Service Order with two Bars for service in Egypt, Gallipoli and 
the Western Front.

•	 Robert Davie GRAHAM, pastoral student, of 5th Light Horse Regiment embarked 
from Sydney on 21st December 1914 on HMAT A34 Persic and served at 
Gallipoli and in Palestine.

•	 Geoffrey Ochiltree ROBERTSON, grazier, embarked on board HMAT A10 Karroo 
on 11th February 1915. He served at Gallipoli and died on 13th August 1916 of 
serious wounds received in Palestine.

•	 William LORIMER, farmer, embarked on board HMAT A54 Runic on 19th 
February 1915. He served in Egypt, Gallipoli and France.

•	 Kenneth Shaw BUCHAN, clerk, embarked on board HMAT A14 Euripides on 10th 
May 1915. He served at Gallipoli and was killed in action in France.

•	 Aitken Millar WILSON, commercial traveller, embarked on board HMAT A38 
Ulysses on 10th May 1915. He served at Gallipoli and was killed in France.

•	 Forbes Galbraith SEATON–STEWART, student, embarked on board HMAT A31 
Ajana on 4th June, 1915 and served at Gallipoli and the Western Front. He was 
awarded the Military Medal.

•	 James Robert MORRISON, grazier, embarked on board HMAT A31 Ajana on 4th 
June 1915. On 2nd September 1915, he embarked from Egypt on HMT Southland 
for Gallipoli. A German submarine, some 30 nautical miles from Lemnos in the 
Aegean Sea, torpedoed the ship. The ship did not sink immediately and all but 
40 of 1400 men were able to leave in lifeboats and were picked up by other 
transports. Lance Corporal Morrison returned to Australia in 1919.

•	 John Grieve LIMEROCK, student, embarked on board HMAT A62 Wandilla on 
17th June 1915 and was killed in action at Gallipoli.

•	 Robert MCGEACHY, grocer, embarked on board HMAT A35 Berrima on 28th 
June 1915. He served at Gallipoli and the Western Front, and was mentioned in 
despatches.
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•	 Hector MCWHAE, clerk, also embarked on HMAT A35 Berrima on 28th June 
1915 and served at Gallipoli and the Western Front.

•	 William Seymour FINLAY, accountant, embarked on board HMAT A64 
Demosthenes on 16th July 1915 and was killed in action at Gallipoli.

On the morning of 20th December 1915, the last ANZAC left the Gallipoli peninsula.

Barry and Judith Kilmartin

The Lawrence family: holidays and music update

Late last year, 
Douglas, our Director 
of Music, and his 
wife Liz holidayed in 
Broome. This includ-
ed a camel ride along 
the beach!

Jacob Lawrence, 
Douglas and Liz’s son, 
was tenor soloist in 
The New Zealand 
Early Music Festival in 
February.

Douglas will give a solo 
recital in Notre Dame, 
Paris, on 1st August, fol-
lowing the Australian 
Chamber Choir tour in July.

Rieger Orgelbau is currently installing an organ in the nearly completed Paris 
Philharmonie. For those interested, this can be followed on the internet site: www.
rieger-orgelbau.com.

Liz and Douglas riding a camel on the beach in Broome.
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From the diary of Raymond Denton Fethers

Many of Rosemary Fethers–Sahhar’s forebears fought in World War I. 
Two great-uncles, Erle Finlayson Denton Fethers and his younger brother 
Raymond (Ray) Denton Fethers, were among those who landed at Gallipoli 
with the Australian Infantry Forces on Saturday, 24th April 1915. Erle was 
killed in battle on 25th April, and Ray was later wounded and returned home 
after an extended period in hospital.

Ray kept a diary of events from 24th 
April until the time he was moved to 
a hospital in Alexandria on 11th May 
1915. This provides a moving first-hand 
account of events at that time. Some 
years ago Rosemary’s mother, Noel Joy 
Fethers, also wrote an account of the 
family members who went to World War 
I in an article entitled, ‘Slaughter of a 
Generation: Eleven Cousins Who Went 
to War’. This article provides some bio-
graphical details of Erle and Ray.

Born in Malvern, Victoria, in May 1893, 
Erle was educated at Mr McLean’s 
School, now known as Malvern House, 
a part of Caulfield Grammar School. He 
joined the Victorian Scottish Regiment 
as a bugler at the age of 15, working 
his way up to commission ranks over 
the ensuing years. In civilian life, he was an accountant with the National Bank, 
and had various postings around country Victoria. He took an active part in com-
munity and church life, and was Sunday school superintendent when at Cobden 
and Bairnsdale. At the outbreak of war, he was at Bairnsdale and, as a member of 

The Early Days at Gallipoli

Major Erle Finlayson Denton Fethers.
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the Victorian Scottish Regiment, Erle 
enlisted in the Fifth Battalion. When 
they later heard of his death, the church 
at Bairnsdale draped Erle’s pew in 
mourning.

Raymond was an outstanding hockey 
player as a young man, being chosen to 
represent Victoria in interstate competi-
tion. At the age of 23, he enlisted as a 
private signaller with the Sixth Infantry 
Battalion and left, as Erle did, with the 
first contingent to Gallipoli.

A diary commenced by Ray on 
Saturday evening, 24th April states: ‘Our 
thoughts were full of excitement for the 
morrow, tempered by thoughts … of the 
seriousness of it all.’

At 3.00 am they had breakfast and 
made preparations for a landing later 
that morning. As they came closer to 
the shore, shells were bursting around 
them and they landed on a relatively 
sheltered spot rather than in the open. 
To Ray:

… it was a fine sight, one never to be forgotten, the hills covered in scrub in 
front the beach, the sea with ships, and naval boats all over the place, the 
whine of the shells of the enemy and the boom of our guns. It was wonderful.

He continues:

And then the shock came – the first boat load of wounded – poor chaps, 
blown to pieces, but those alive cheery and all laughter and hurrahs. The 
landing started first at eight minutes to four o’clock. It was now about seven 
o’clock and it was our turn. We went down the gangway to the boats and 
were towed ashore. This was I consider the worst part of the day, shells 
bursting all around us, and we were jammed in, sixty odd in a boat. At last 

Major Fethers’s medals..
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we reached the shore and I jumped 
over the side into the water up to 
my waist and on to the beach …. 
We were ordered to proceed to the 
right and away we went over a big 
hill, covered in thick scrub which 
tore our clothes and hands to pieces. 
We got to the top of this hill and 
then we were under fire properly – 
fellows fell all around me but we 
dashed on, down into the next gully 
and were out of range for a minute 
– on still, up another hill and down 
the other side; we were now in the 
firing line and I helped to dress 
my first wounded man and a cruel 
wound it was …

Ray described how the fighting contin-
ued, with ‘the firing of rifles and shelling 
[that] was now terrific.’ At one stage, he 

was standing next to a soldier who was badly wounded, and he tried to bandage 
him while the bullets were flying over their heads. He writes:

After finishing this job I had a couple of minutes lull and it suddenly dawned 
on me that it was Erle who was lying there, why I cannot understand, so 
I crawled over to look, and it was. The shock was awful, I was absolutely 
stunned for the moment. Why should he have been killed so soon and others 
not so good as he left?

I took his wrist watch off his wrist, but couldn’t make myself move him to get 
his papers as I should have done. … He had three wounds, one above the 
left knee and another on the right side, the final and fatal one just below the 
throat so he couldn’t have suffered much.

What a terrible experience for this young man, in the thick of battle.

So the fighting went on through the week, with Ray’s diary continuing to provide a 
day by day account of the situation as he experienced it. On Friday morning they 

Raymond Denton Fethers at Broadmeadows, 
before departing for Gallipoli.
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went to a small hill on the beach for 24 hours’ rest, and he had his first meal since 
the previous Sunday morning.

A couple of days later Ray described working through the day and night hauling 
guns into position and digging trenches in the rain. Soaked through, they finished 
about 3.00 am and lay down where they were. A nearby gun fired all night but, not-
withstanding, they slept until morning.

After about 10 days on Gallipoli, Ray and his fellow soldiers boarded boats and 
landed at the Dardanelles, where the fighting continued. On Friday 9th May, Ray 
found that he was recommended for promotion to Sergeant, and he took over his 
new duties, including issuing rations and arranging the platoon. On the following 
day, they marched to the firing line by an indirect route, then began to advance. 
Ray writes:

… after a dash of 50 yards or so I was lying with about twenty others getting 
ready for another dash when I was hit just as tho’ someone had hit me with a 
hammer just on the hip. I got on my feet and took one step and down. My right 
leg was broken, I thought so, anyway, … It bled a good deal, and I thought I 
was done for …

Soldiers being evacuated from Gallipoli. (Photo taken by James Pinkerton Campbell, Rosemary Fethers–
Sahhar’s great-grandfather.)
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He was wounded about 6.00 pm, and 
lay there with other wounded men 
around until 2.00 am when Captain 
Mathieson, a doctor and an old friend 
of Erle, came and dressed Ray’s 
wounds. Captain Mathieson was killed 
on the following day. Ray was taken 
to the dressing station by stretcher, 
then on to a beach dressing station 
four miles away, where he awaited 
transport to hospital. He was trans-
ferred to the transport Royal Edward 
together with 460 wounded, attended 
by two doctors and five orderlies, 
who did their very best in such dif-
ficult circumstances. On arrival in 
Alexandria three days later, Ray was 
hospitalised for a month, followed by 
transfer to a hospital in England and, 
later, Melbourne. Due to his injuries, 
he wore an iron brace for the rest of 
his life. Although he was not able to play hockey again, he persevered and was 
later able to play golf.

As well as providing a unique account into the landing at Gallipoli and subse-
quent battles, this diary provides insight into other aspects of this terrible time. 
The willingness of Ray and his fellow soldiers to stretch themselves to the limit 
of their endurance for the common good, and to support their mates in the most 
hostile situation imaginable, is evident, as is their gratitude for the help received 
from others.

(Ed: The assistance of Rosemary Fethers–Sahhar in making these articles and pho-
tos available is gratefully acknowledged.)

References: Raymond Denton Fethers, ‘Gallipoli 1915 April 24th to May 11th’; Noel Joy Fethers, ‘Slaughter of a 
Generation: Eleven Cousins who went to War’, written for St. John’s Anglican Church, Malvern, 2009.

Sergeant Ray Fethers recuperating after returning 
home injured.



 P a g e  1 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a p r i L  2 0 1 5

An Heroic Chaplain

At the rear of the church, on the right side facing the back, the flag of the 
United States of America hangs with the Union Jack. The American flag was 
the gift of the Rev. Dr Daniel Poling, the Turnbull Trust preacher at Scots’ 
Church in 1944. It was given in memory of his son, the Rev. Clark V. Poling, 
who lost his life during the sinking of the United States Army Transport ship 
Dorchester during World War II.

Clark Poling was born on 7th August 1910 in 
Columbus, Ohio, and was raised in Auburndale, 
Massachusetts, where his family moved when he was 
very young. After completing his secondary education, 
he attended Hope College, during this time making a 
decision to become a minister, thus becoming the sev-
enth generation of an unbroken line of ministers in his 
family. He completed his studies at Rutgers University, 
New Jersey, and went on to Yale Divinity School, gradu-
ating in 1936. He married, and the couple had a son. A 
daughter was born about three months after his death.

When the United States entered the war in 1941, Clark Poling volunteered for 
service as a chaplain, initially serving with a transport regiment in Mississippi. He 
later attended the Army Chaplains School at Harvard University and it was there 
that Poling (Dutch Reformed Church) met his fellow chaplains who were to travel 
with him on the Dorchester: chaplains George Fox (Methodist), Alexander Goode 
(Jewish) and John Washington (Catholic).

Shortly after midnight on 3rd February 1943, the Dorchester, carrying 751 passen-
gers, 130 crew members and 23 naval personnel from Newfoundland to Greenland, 
was torpedoed by a German submarine. It was less than 300 kilometres from its 
destination. The ship began to sink rapidly in the icy waters and hundreds of men 
scrambled for the lifeboats, several of which had been damaged. The four chaplains 
began to organise the frightened soldiers, distributing life jackets stowed in a locker. 
When the supply ran out, the chaplains gave their life jackets to other soldiers. As 
the ship sank just 27 minutes after the torpedo struck, the four chaplains were seen 
with their arms linked and praying together. Only 227 of the total number aboard 

Clark V. Poling.
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the ship survived. News 
of the tragedy and the 
heroism of the chaplains 
made a deep impres-
sion across America. The 
Distinguished Service 
Cross for ‘extraordinary 
heroism’ and the Purple 
Heart were awarded 
posthumously to the 
chaplains’ next of kin 
on 19th December 1944. 
A Special Medal for 
Heroism was awarded by 
the US Congress in 1961.

The original American 
flag presented to Scots’ 
Church did not survive 
an attempt at restora-
tion. The replacement 
flag, which has hung in 
the church since 1966, 
has its own story: it was 
the American flag used 
at the memorial service 
for the late president J. F. 
Kennedy at Laverton Air 
Force Base.

References: The History Place: 
This Month in History – The Four 
Chaplains. http://www.historyplace.
com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb-
four-chaplains.htm; Ward, Rowland 
S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: 
A Story of 175 Years’, Australian 
Scholarly Publishing Pty Ltd, North 
Melbourne, 2014; Wikipedia: Clark V. Poling. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clark_V._Poling; Wikipedia: Four Chaplains.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Chaplains.

The American flag, with the Union Jack, hangs at the rear of the 
church.
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The Scots’ Church PWMU Program 2015

APRIL Wednesday, 8th at 10.30 am, Robert White Hall
 Meeting—Guest speaker: Douglas and Jeanette 

Bennett will speak about their work with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators in Australia.

MAY Wednesday, 13th at 10.30 am, Robert White Hall
 Meeting—Guest speaker: Andrew Satterley will 

speak about his work with ‘Street Pastors’.

JUNE Wednesday, 10th at 10.30 am
 Meeting—Guest speaker: the Rev. Richard 

Coombs, Australian Director of Middle Eastern 
Christian Outreach.

JULY Mid-year break.

AUGUST Wednesday, 12th
 Join us for a conducted tour of the Immigration 

Museum at 400 Flinders Street, Melbourne. More 
details available later in the year.

SEPTEMBER Wednesday, 9th at 10.30 am, Robert White Hall
 Meeting—Guest speakers: the Rt Rev. David 

Brown will speak on his year as Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

OCTOBER Wednesday, 14th at 10.30 am, Robert White Hall
 Meeting—Guest speaker: Mark Sketcher, CEO 

of Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes at Kilsyth, will 
speak about the progress of the redevelopment.

NOVEMBER Wednesday, 11th at 10.30 am, Robert White Hall
 Annual General Meeting—Guest speaker: the 

Rev. Douglas Robertson, Senior Minister, Scots’ 
Church.
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A chapel originally built by the prisoners of the Changi Prisoner of War Camp 
in Singapore during World War II is now located at the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon, ACT.

When Singapore fell to Japan in February 1942, over 45,000 Allied servicemen were 
held as prisoners in the Changi barracks in Singapore, this number increasing over 
time. Many were then sent on to other locations, such as the Thai-Burma Railway, 
with those surviving being returned to Changi barracks. They were moved to Changi 
Prison, previously a civilian facility, in May 1944, where they remained until liberated 
over 12 months later. During this time, their physical health markedly deteriorated, 
with food and medical supplies extremely scarce.

The Changi Chapel, origi-
nally Roman Catholic, 
was built by prisoners 
of war in the Prison 
grounds. It evolved to 
its present design in 
the final 15 months of 
the prisoners’ captiv-
ity. The prisoners of war 
also built an Anglican 
chapel and one for other 
Protestant denomina-
tions; these have not 
survived. 

After liberation in 1946, 
the chapel was salvaged, 
recorded, dismantled 
and transported to Australia, where it remained in storage until 1988. It was then 
reconstructed in the grounds of the Royal Military College, Duntroon, as a national 
memorial to over 35,000 Australian prisoners of war from the Boer War, World Wars I 
and II, and the Korean War.

A Memorial to Prisoners of War

The Changi Chapel.
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This chapel reflects the enduring faith of prisoners of war facing extreme adver-
sity, and celebrates the ingenuity and innovation of those who constructed the 
building from scrounged materials. It is a rare surviving structure built by Allied 
prisoners of war.

An open structure with a timber frame and a terracotta tiled gable roof, the 
Changi Chapel has partial walls on three sides. There are echoes of the art deco 
style in its detailing. On the back wall, a galvanised iron panel with a painted 
white cross and a timber mantel overlook the timber altar. At the front of the 
altar is a metal cross intertwined with the letters ‘IHS’, the first three letters of the 
Greek word for Jesus.

The chapel is located in the grounds of the college, surrounded by large estab-
lished eucalypt trees. Two rosemary bushes planted on either side of the chapel 
entrance are associated with remembrance and commemoration.

The dedication of the chapel as a national memorial to prisoners of war took 
place on 15th August 1988. Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop, AC, CMG, OBE, unveiled 
the memorial, and Mrs Vivian Stratham (née Bullwinkel), MBE, ARRC, ED, read the 
lesson. Since the opening ceremony, the chapel has not received much public 
attention.

Changi Chapel is open to the public, although access may be subject to the opera-
tional and security requirements of the Defence Force.

References: French, Davina. Remembering Australian Prisoners of War: Memory and Mourning at the Changi Chapel 
Memorial. https://eview.anu.edu.au/anuuj/vol3_11/pdf4/ch11.pdf; National Capital Authority. Changi Chapel. http://www.
nationalcapital.gov.au/index.php.component/content/article?id=2531:changi-chapel; Wikipedia: Duntroon, Australian 
Capital Territory. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duntroon,_Australian_Capital_Territory.

Welcome to new Scots’ Church members
A warm welcome was extended to new members Imelda Hutagalung, 
Jenny Kim and Arzu Yuvarlak, who joined the Scots’ Church family on 
Sunday, 14th December 2014, and to Rosemary Clencie and Stephen 
Boyce, who were welcomed on Sunday, 1st March 2015.
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Elizabeth Charles

Elizabeth Charles (née McGeorge) was born and grew up in Temora, NSW, a 
town in the Riverina over 400 kilometres west of Sydney. Her forebears, from 
Montrose and Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland, first came to Australia in the early 
1850s, settling in Gisborne, Victoria, where they were successful farmers.

The families attended 
Gisborne Presbyterian 
Church and were 
active in the building 
of the current church. 
Elizabeth’s great-great-
great-grandfather was 
an elder at the church, 
and her great-uncle a 
moderator general of 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia from 1928 
to 1929. Her great-
grandfather McGeorge 
was one of the engineers 
responsible for the laying 
of the first tram tracks in 
Melbourne.

Originally from 
Melbourne, Elizabeth’s 
parents moved to Temora 
just before she was born. 
Her father, an electrical 
engineer who had been 
working with the State 
Electricity Commission 

Interview

Elizabeth Charles.
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of Victoria, took a position as electrical engineer with the Northern Riverina County 
Council, later becoming chief engineer. Her mother, who studied at the Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music, is a trained singer and a church organist. Elizabeth has an 
older sister Alison and a younger brother Robert, both living in NSW.

After attending the newly established preschool in Temora, Elizabeth went on to 
Temora Public School for her primary education. She excelled in sport, and repre-
sented the school in swimming and cross country running. When she was seven 
years old she joined the Lutheran Church choir, which had an excellent record, win-
ning first place in the Wagga Eisteddfod on many occasions. The choir performed 
for community organisations and events, and sang Christmas carols for the elderly 
in their homes each year. Elizabeth went on to Temora High School and later the 
Presbyterian Ladies College, Croydon, NSW. She continued to represent her school in 
swimming and cross country races, and was a member of the school choral group.

Going on to study at the University of Canberra, Elizabeth completed a Bachelor of 
Education – Early Childhood. She also specialised in the special education areas 
of literacy and numeracy. Her first teaching position was at Macquarie University 
Child Care Centre, which catered for the children of university staff and students. 
Since that time, Elizabeth has had extensive experience in the field of early child-
hood education over a period of 25 years, working in Canberra, Sydney, Nowra and 
Melbourne, in a variety of areas including kindergarten, preschool, child care and 
primary school. She has taught children with speech disorders, development delays, 
autism, and Down’s syndrome. While in Nowra, Elizabeth worked with a large indig-
enous community.

Elizabeth met her future husband Bill during a visit to Sri Lanka. Her father was 
working as a consulting engineer with the Ceylon Electricity Board and Bill was 
working for Ansell as a senior engineering project manager for the construction of 
a new manufacturing facility there. She attended an embassy reception for interna-
tional observers, and later a ball, where she and Bill met. They were married in April 
1992, settling in Melbourne. They have one daughter, Rachel, who is studying Animal 
and Veterinary Biosciences at La Trobe University. 

After gaining considerable experience working within a large multicultural commu-
nity, in 2007 Elizabeth commenced teaching at Dinjerra Primary School, Braybrook, 
where she was employed as a kindergarten teacher, implementing an alternative 
‘Prep Program’, catering specifically for children who were not school ready.
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The Prep Project ‘Engaging the Early Years, For Engagement in the Later Years’ was an 
externally funded project initiated by the school to cater for large numbers of chil-
dren commencing school without preschool experience and who were found not 
to be school ready in all areas of their development. Many of the children were from 
refugee and culturally and linguistically diverse family backgrounds. The project 
was funded for a three year period by the Contributing to Australian Scholarships 
and Science Foundation. In her role she was ‘team teaching’ with the ‘early years’ 
teachers to combine aspects of the kindergarten curriculum with the early years 
curriculum, working specifically with children who were not school ready. She 
assisted these children to cope and manage the school curriculum requirements in 
literacy and numeracy, especially through the implementation of a Developmentally 
Play-based Curriculum within the school environment. She currently works at 
Oakhill Preschool in Reservoir teaching four- and five-year-old children.

Elizabeth was brought up within a strong church family. Her parents have always 
been actively involved within the church community; they are both elders of the 
church and were commissioners to the NSW General Assembly. Her father was 
secretary of the committee of management for 25 years, session clerk for 12 years 
and commissioner to the General Assembly of Australia. Her mother was NSW 
Presbyterian Women’s Association (PWA) state vice president and local PWA 
branch president for many years. Elizabeth was baptised at St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Temora, and regularly attended Sunday school where her mother was a 
teacher. When she started high school, she joined the youth group and was con-
firmed as a member of the church in 1981. During her teenage years, she enjoyed 
attending Scripture Union camps and singing in the church choir. Elizabeth also 
attended the youth group at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Canberra while 
studying at university. 

After attending Scots’ Church, Melbourne, for a number of years while the Rev. 
Norman Pritchard was senior minister and during the Rev. Douglas Robertson’s first 
ministry at Scots, she transferred her membership from Temora to Scots’ Church. 
Her daughter Rachel was baptised by the Rev. Jack Pilgrim in 1996. When Rachel 
started Sunday school at the age of three, Elizabeth began helping in her class and 
then became part of the Sunday school team, teaching the kindergarten and early 
primary class, working with Danise Sherman, Lois Taylor and Margaret Castle.

Included in Elizabeth’s hobbies and interests are family history and genealogy, pets, 
Egyptian art and history, and reading.
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Our thanks to Elizabeth who has made a significant contribution to the community 
through her work in early childhood education over many years. She has also been 
a consistent and faithful member of the Scots’ Church family, where she continues 
to work with the Sunday school team.

A holiday with a difference
Rachel Charles, daughter of Elizabeth and Bill Charles, and a past mem-
ber of our Sunday school, has recently returned from a four week trip to 
South Africa.

While Rachel was there, she worked as a student volunteer at The Ann van Dyk De 
Wildt-Shingwedzi Wildlife Ranch north of Pretoria. She worked at the sanctuary 
for a two week period 
assisting in feeding, 
caring for and train-
ing 80 cheetahs and 
many other species of 
animals. Rachel was 
also involved in do-
ing maintenance and 
repair works at the 
centre. After her work 
at the sanctuary was 
finished, Rachel toured 
South Africa and en-
joyed many adventure 
activities, including 
hiking, bungee jump-
ing and canyoning.

Rachel is in her sec-
ond year at Latrobe 
University, where she 
is studying Animal and 
Veterinary Biosciences. Rachel with a cheetah.
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Plants of the Bible
Common Reed (Phragmites australis)

The common reed is a member of the grass 
family (Poaceae), and is one of the few plants 
that are cosmopolitan, growing in wetlands 
throughout the tropical and temperate regions 
of the world, including the Middle East.

Forming extensive stands known as reed beds 
that may be as large as one square kilometre in 
size, it grows from two to six metres tall. In suit-
able conditions, it can spread at a rate of five 
metres a year, through the growth of horizontal 
runners that put down roots at regular intervals. 
It grows in damp ground or in water up to one 
metre deep. The leaves are 25 to 50 centimetres 
in length, and two to three centimetres wide. It 
flowers in late summer, producing dense dark 
purple panicles, or clusters of flowers, 20 to 50 
centimetres long.

In the Old Testament, the reed was sometimes 
used to symbolise weakness and fragility due to 
its hollow stem. In 1 Kings 14:15 (ESV), it is stated 
that ‘the LORD will strike Israel as a reed is shaken 
in the water’. Again, in 2 Kings 18:21 (ESV), ‘Behold 
you are trusting now in Egypt, that broken reed 
of a staff …’ A reference is made to the reed in 
Isaiah 42:3 (ESV), where the prophet writes: ‘A 
bruised reed he will not break’. Jesus quotes this 

prophesy in Matthew 12:20, in relation to himself as God’s chosen servant.

In Matthew 27:29, when Jesus was mocked by Roman soldiers, they put a crown 
of thorns on his head and a reed in his right hand, later taking this and striking him 
on the head.

Common reed
(Phragmites australis)
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The Hebrew word 
for reed is kaneh, the 
English ‘cane’. The word 
has an interesting 
history. Of Sumerian 
origin, when it entered 
the Semitic languages, 
it meant a reed or cane, 
and later a ‘measur-
ing rod’, both senses 
of which passed into 
Greek. The word came 
to be used to mean 
a standard or rule of 
excellence. The word 

‘canon’, or list of books considered to be authoritative scripture, was first applied 
to books of the Bible by the church in the fourth century AD.

During biblical times, the reed provided materials used extensively in everyday 
life. Uses included field hedges, mats, flutes, pens, walking sticks and construction 
of houses. Over the centuries since reeds have been used in the construction of 
thatched roofs, as well as for the manufacture of such items as baskets, mats, and 
weapons, such as spears and arrows. The reed is also used around the world as an 
ornamental garden plant around ponds and lakes.

Together with other reed-like plants, the common reed forms large wetlands, 
which provide an important habitat for many species of birds. In some areas of 
the world, this plant has developed aggressive forms that are destroying natural 
wetlands. One subspecies produces an acid that is degraded by ultraviolet light 
to form harmful toxins, and these destroy susceptible plants and seedlings. One 
of the most effective methods of eradicating unwanted stands of the plant is by 
burning over several seasons.

References: Old Dominion University Plant Site: Common Reed. http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/reed.php; Wikipedia: 
Phragmites. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phragmites; Zohary, Michael. ‘Plants of the Bible’, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

The Common Reed flourishing at the edge of a lake.
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In June and July this year, Douglas Lawrence will direct the Australian Chamber 
Choir (ACC) on their fifth tour of Europe, with 16 concerts in Germany, Denmark 
and Switzerland. For the first time, they will take a group of supporters with them to 
share in the excitement of the first 15 days.

Beginning in the mediaeval walled 
town of Nördlingen, on Bavaria’s 
famous Romantic Road, Douglas 
Lawrence will give a private recital on 
the Baroque swallows-nest organ in 
St George’s, where the ACC performs. 
After the choir’s concert in the historic 
university town of Tübingen, the sup-
porters group is invited to a reception 
with the singers at the Max Planck 
Institute. Next stop on the journey is 
Bonn, where Beethoven’s birth house 
(now a museum) is near the choir’s 
performance venue. In Berlin, the 
ACC sings in perhaps that city’s most 
famous landmark, the Kaiser-Wilhelm 
Memorial Church, with its tower left 
in ruins after World War II. The tour 
continues by ferry to Copenhagen: 
Staying in the Skt Petri Hotel in the old 
city centre you can see Copenhagen’s 

famous Round Tower where the choir sings. Denmark’s holiday island of 
Bornholm has a fascinating history, having passed through Swedish, German and 
Russian hands. The Nicolai Church where the choir performs, dates from 1275 
and stands between the town’s cobbled marketplace and the harbour. Returning 
to Copenhagen, the choir will perform in one of Denmark’s oldest festivals, the 
Sorø International Music Festival. Last stop Hamburg, where singers and support-
ers will enjoy a post-concert meal before going their separate ways. The choir 

Australian Chamber Choir Director (and Scots’ 
Church Director of Music), Douglas Lawrence.
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continues, with concerts in the Festival Mitte Europa 
(Dresden), Lausanne Cathedral and St Germain, 
Geneva.

Closer to home, you can hear the ACC in Macedon 
(Sunday, 13th June at 3.00 pm) or Middle Park 
(Sunday, 14th June at 3.00 pm). Guido Krawinkel 
from the General-Anzeiger Bonn newspaper com-
mented: ‘the sound produced by this ensemble was 
quite simply phenomenal: flawless intonation, superb 
uniformity, perfect tonal balance and astounding 
dynamic range.’

For a 10 percent discount on local concert tickets, 
book on-line at www.AusChoir.org/book-now and 
enter the promotion code SCOTS. Or telephone 
93801620. For more information on the concert 
tour, go to www.AusChoir.org/tours or call Eastern 
Hill Travel on 9417 4320.

Elizabeth Anderson

Some of the members of the Australian Chamber Choir.
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Hidden word: RESURRECTION.

Rosalie Strother
Cross-Out
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Remo and Natasha Prinsloo

Remo and Natasha Prinsloo were both born in Pretoria, South Africa, first 
becoming friends in their early teenage years and marrying about eight 
years later.

Remo describes his childhood as wonderful but ordinary, as he grew up in a typical 
rugby-loving Afrikaans family. His father enjoyed hunting trips, often taking young 
Remo with him amid his mother’s protests—quite understandable. Just after Remo’s 
10th birthday, his father was killed in a car accident during a hunting trip. On this 
occasion, Remo has not been allowed to join in; this left his mother a single parent 
to care for him and his younger sister. His grandparents played an important part in 
filling the gap left by the loss of his father, and Remo cherishes loving memories of 
times spent with them.

Natasha describes being raised in a loving home with parents that provided a per-
fect example of a wonderful Christian marriage. She spent a lot of time in hospital 
and was finally diagnosed with a ‘hole in the heart’ at seven years of age. After a few 
months in hospital recovering from open heart surgery, Natasha returned home and 
has been blessed with good health since.

As teenagers, Remo and Natasha attended the same high school where they quickly 
became friends. They describe themselves at that time as Remo, the rebellious 
rugby player, and Natasha, the model student. If there was a mischievous event in 
the neighbourhood, the Prinsloo household often got an early call, and their minis-
ter used to say that if Remo was not the instigator, he usually knew who was!

During Year 10, Remo and Natasha were allocated to the same maths class. The 
class was arranged according to skills and due to the lack of it, they ended up sit-
ting next to each other on the far end. They started to assist each other with their 
homework and the friendship strengthened. Since then, they have been inseparable.

On completing his secondary education, Remo was offered a rugby scholarship 
at university, which he declined as this did not fit with his future plans. They both 
began full-time work and part-time study; Remo in Information Technology and 
Natasha in Human Resources Management. It was hard work over the next four 
years, but they supported and motivated each other. In their final year of study, they 

Interview
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both turned 21, and 
decided to marry. The 
fact that Natasha’s father 
was like a second father 
to Remo did not make 
it any easier for him to 
ask for Natasha’s hand 
in marriage! However, all 
was well, and the couple 
were married on the 4th 
April 1998 in the compa-
ny of family and friends.

Soon after they settled 
down to married life, 
there was a traumatic 
break-in at their home, 
leaving Remo concerned 
for Natasha’s safety. This 
led them to consider 
a move to Canada for a year. Remo submitted his resume to several recruitment 
agencies and a few weeks later had a phone interview. Shortly afterwards he was 
offered a position in Melbourne. After some consideration they decided to come to 
Australia for a year, and almost fifteen years later, are still with us. Their families are all 
back in South Africa, so they try to visit as frequently as possible. Remo works as an 
Information Technology Consultant and Natasha as an Administration Manager.

Remo and Natasha were both baptised, raised and married in the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa. Both their parents and grandparents served as elders and 
deacons, so there is a long history of family involvement with the church. When 
they came to Melbourne and found Scots’ Church, to their delight they immediately 
felt at home and fitted right in. Ann Robinson involved them in the crèche, and they 
joined various fellowship groups. Remo was elected to the Board of Management 
in 2007, and was ordained as an elder in 2014. Both Remo and Natasha are passion-
ate about marriage and would like to assist in ministry for helping couples to build 
a strong foundation in marriage. They hope to continue to serve the Scots’ Church 
family by giving back some of the blessings they enjoy in their lives.

Our thanks to the couple for all they contribute to the life of Scots’ Church.

Remo and Natasha Prinsloo.
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
Teesdale Presbyterian Church
The Teesdale Presbyterian Church was one of the first public buildings to be 
erected in the township of Teesdale, situated north–west of Geelong and 100 
kilometres west of Melbourne. The simple building, constructed of bluestone 
in 1858, was the first permanent place of worship for the district’s Scottish 
Presbyterian squatters and free settlers.

In 1854, the Rev. 
Archibald Simpson was 
appointed as the first 
Presbyterian minister 
in the district. At first 
services were conduct-
ed in private homes 
in the area. The Rev. 
Simpson was later to 
become Moderator of 
the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian 
Church of Victoria, in 
acknowledgement of 
his leadership and abil-
ity, and the outstanding 
success of his ministry 
in this district.

By 1858, sufficient 
funds has been col-
lected to erect the small 
bluestone church in the town. Although bluestone is the common name for vari-
ous stone types around the world, in Victoria it refers to basalt, which is quarried in 
many parts of the state. This common volcanic rock is formed by the rapid cooling 

Teesdale Presbyterian Church, showing the original bluestone building 
(1858)  with the timber porch constructed in 1934.
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of basaltic lava. It is grey 
to black in colour, but 
weathers to a brown or 
rusty hue, as seen in the Teesdale church building. It is a hard rock and difficult to 
work, but is very enduring. It was a favourite building material in Victoria in the 
1850s during the gold rush.

The building has a gabled roof of corrugated iron, with a timber finial at the apex 
of the gable. A stone tablet above the porch reads: ‘AD 1858’. A small timber porch 
was constructed on the façade in 1934. This porch, which has two amber glass case-
ment windows, has double timber doors and covers the original entrance to the 
church. The original windows were altered in 1951 and replaced by timber framed 
lancet windows mounted in cream brick work, introducing a notion of Gothic 
Revival. At this time a weatherboard extension at the rear of the building continued 
the line of bluestone, enlarging the church and housing a new pulpit. Other major 
refurbishments included a memorial to those who served in World War II, and new 
pews. Four years later, a multi-roomed timber building was added to the rear of the 
church to accommodate the Sunday school.

The building remains relatively intact, although the masonry has been affected by 
rising damp, warping and cracking in the past. This has been stabilised by steel pins, 
visible on the exterior of the church.

A stone tablet above the porch 
of the church indicates the 
year of construction: AD1858.

The timber framed lancet windows which replaced the original 
windows in 1951, introduced a Gothic Revival influence to the building. 
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A grove of large ma-
ture Monterey cypress 
(Cupressus macrocarpa) 
and golden cypress 
(Cupressus macrocarpa 
aurea) frame the church 
building at the front.

When the church first 
opened, weekly ser-
vices were held, with 
evening services once 
a month. The congre-
gation established a 
denominational school 
in 1858, with 36 stu-
dents attending in the 
first year. Numbers rose 

steadily during the following years due to the settlement of the surrounding town-
ship and agricultural area. The school later expanded into the Mechanics Institute 
when it was built in 1874. The construction of a state school, built following the in-
troduction of free, compulsory and secular education under the Victorian Education 
Act of 1872, resulted in the closure of the school in 1878.

Many of the district’s leading figures have been associated with this congrega-
tion since its inception, including three generations of the Miller family of Gowan 
Brae, who have been church elders and generous benefactors. The church has 
remained active until the present time. The current minister is the Rev. Willem 
Vandenberg, and the church is part of the Presbytery of Geelong. Inverleigh and 
Shelford are included in this charge. Services are held at Teesdale on the first and 
third Sundays of each month, at Inverleigh on the second and fourth, and at 
Shelford on the fifth Sunday.

References: Victorian Heritage Database: Teesdale Presbyterian Church. http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/places/result_
detail/55581?print=true; Wikipedia: Bluestone.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluestone.

Teesdale Presbyterian Church maintains an active presence in the 
community.
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Kirkbrae’s annual Harvest Thanksgiving service was held on Sunday, 22nd 
March. There was a steady stream of donations all week, and by Sunday, the 
tables were full to overflowing. Thank you to all the generous people who 
made the service a success. All the food will all go into the larder at the 
Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission in Flemington.

Mr Robert Lowe thanked the congregation and made a report to the church 
regarding the work of the mission. He said that on the first and third Tuesdays of 
the month, the mission provides between 50 and 70 food parcels to needy people. 
The mission has also helped assist families with education expenses such as enrol-
ment fees, text books and excursions. In addition, three refugee families have been 
helped with college fees. The Missioner, the Rev. Phil Court, conducts a church ser-
vice prior to the distribution each Tuesday, where approximately 20 people attend. 
He also visits mission clients at Royal Melbourne Hospital and Royal Park.

Thanks again to all who donated food. It is much appreciated.

May the Lord bless you.

Wally Gear
Chaplain

Harvest Thanksgiving at Kirkbrae

The congregation who joined in the Harvest Thanksgiving service on 22nd March.
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Word search
Luke 24 (ESV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters 
in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left 
to right, top to bottom. Words can go horizontally, vertically and 
diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 31.)
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for kids
Nina Braisted

Nina Braisted was born and grew up in the Los Angeles area, USA. On complet-
ing her primary and secondary education, Nina studied at Redlands University, 
California, where she completed a degree in liberal arts. She then went on to 
primary school teaching, working for five years in El Monte. Nina subsequently 
completed a Masters Degree in Education, with a primary interest in reading, at 
California State University, Los Angeles. It was during the time Nina was teach-
ing that she met her future husband, David, on a blind date. At the time, he was 
completing his PhD at the California Institute of Technology.

After their marriage in 1976, Nina and David lived in the Los Angeles area until 
1979. During this time, their first daughter Rebecca was born. David’s work as a res-
ervoir specialist for Exxon Mobil(Esso Australia) necessitated a move for the family 
to Houston, Texas. Jonathan and Sara followed over the next few years, with Nina 
staying at home to care for her young family. During this time she undertook volun-
teer work with the fire department, and also trained as a voluntary paramedic.

David undertook an assignment in Norway in 1987 while the family remained in 
Texas. However, in 1988, he was offered the opportunity to transfer to Sydney. The 
family moved to the suburb of St Ives, and the children settled well into school. In 
1992, the company consolidated its offices to Melbourne and Nina, David and the 
children moved to Sandringham. In August 1993, they moved back once more to 
Houston, Texas, again because of David’s work. The children adapted well to the 
changes between the Australian and American education systems. Nina found the 
education systems in both countries were excellent, although the Australian cur-
riculum was broader than its American counterpart.

Nina returned to the classroom in 1995 when Sara was in Grade 5. She worked as 
a special education teacher, covering Grades 1 to 6, until 2008. At this time, David’s 
work brought him and Nina back to Melbourne—to Hampton. Nina volunteered in 
2010 to teach Christian education (now Special Religious Education – Christianity) 
at Sandringham Primary School, and has continued to do this since that time.

David and Nina’s children are all in the USA. Rebecca, who has a Bachelor of 
Science in Biology from the University of Texas, Austin, works for the forestry 

Interview 
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department in Oregon. 
Jonathan has a Bachelor 
of Science and a PhD in 
Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of 
Texas, Austin. He holds 
a Master of Science in 
Nuclear Engineering 
from Texas A & M 
University. He works for 
NRC (Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission) review-
ing various aspects of 
the designs, which also 
requires visits to the 
plants themselves. He 
and his wife Jenna, a law-
yer and graduate of the 
University of Texas, Austin, 
reside in the Dallas, Texas, 

area. Sara has a Bachelor of Music, Music Studies, Instrumental Emphasis: Clarinet, 
from the University of Texas, Austin. She teaches clarinet and piano, both privately 
and in schools. Sara lives in San Antonio, Texas.

Nina’s family has a long association with the Presbyterian Church. Her paternal 
great-grandfather, a Welsh minister, migrated to the USA. Although he served as a 
minister in a number of other churches, it was as minister of the Welsh Presbyterian 
Church in central Los Angeles for 17 years, that has the strongest association for Nina. 
In November 1978, descendents of Robert Henry Jones gathered to worship at the 
church as a family, and to honour his contribution. Nina’s parents were members of 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles. As she was growing up, Nina attended 
Baldwin Park Presbyterian Church, and, later, San Marino Community Presbyterian 
Church. The family sometimes spent weekends at Lake Arrowhead, where they attend-
ed services at the Baptist Church. It was there that Nina made her confession of faith.

While at university, Nina attended the Baptist Church in Redlands. Nina attended 
the First Baptist Church, Pasadena, from 1974 to 1979. David joined her there after 

Nina Braisted: Nina’s family has a long association with the 
Presbyterian Church. 
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they began dating in 1975. Nina served as a deaconess, wedding coordinator, 
Sunday school teacher, and member of the choir. She was also leader of the youth 
group for a short time. When the family moved to Texas, they attended Northwoods 
Presbyterian Church. After the move to Sydney in 1988, they went to the St Ives/
Pymble Presbyterian Church, where Nina again became actively involved. After 
their move to Melbourne in 1992, they attended a ‘church plant’ being established 
by the Brighton church in Sandringham. On their return to Houston, Texas, in 
1993, both Nina and David were active members of The Woodlands Community 
Presbyterian Church. David was an elder, and Nina taught Sunday school, as well as 
teaching/facilitating an adult Sunday school class.

On returning to Melbourne in late 2008, Nina came to Scots’ Church on her first 
Sunday, as she and David had temporary accommodation close by. Nina imme-
diately felt at home, and has continued to come ever since, contributing to the 
life of Scots’ in many ways. She works as a volunteer on the Welcome Desk and 
the crèche, attends the Tuesday evening Bible study, the prayer group on the third 
Sunday of the month, and most Wednesday lunchtime services, as well as the 
Sunday morning worship service. She is a member of PWMU.

Our thanks to Nina, who is so willing to step in and help wherever she sees 
a need. She makes a continuing and valued contribution to the life of Scots’ 
Church.

Welsh Church, Los Angeles

The Welsh Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles, USA, once had a congregation 
of 300.

Founded in 1888 by the Rev. David Hughes, it moved from its original site to a 
larger building, previously a Jewish synagogue, in 1926, and continued to flourish. 
It maintained many Welsh traditions, including a wonderful choir. Sadly, it closed 
its doors in 2012 due to declining numbers. The building was purchased by the 
Jewish community and is once more a synagogue.

Reference: BBC News, Nick Bourne, ‘Welsh church in Los Angeles holds final Sunday service’. http://www.bbc.com/
news/uk-wales-20663033
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In Memoriam

Ann Elizabeth Pollen Robinson
29th April 1918 – 12th January 2015

Although Ann Robinson lived in Melbourne from 1981 
onwards, her childhood years and working life were 
spent in England. Ann was born in Westminster on 29th 
April 1918 and spent her early years in Little Bookham, 
Surrey, where she was baptised at All Saints Church. Her 
mother contracted tuberculosis when Ann was a baby, 
and spent two years in a sanatorium. When Ann was 
still quite small, her parents went to Khartoum, Sudan, 

where her father had been posted by the Treasury, with whom he was employed. 
Sadly, her mother died in Cairo when Ann was just nine years old. Her primary 
schooling, as a boarder, was undertaken at Coed-Bel in Chishlehurst, Kent. She went 
to Cheltenham Ladies College, Gloucestershire, for her senior years. Ann’s father, Sir 
Frederick Percival Robinson, was later appointed Financial Secretary to King Edward 
VIII, and then to King George VI. This position came to an end because of World War 
II, and he was then posted to the War Damage Commission.

On completing her school years, Ann began studying art at the Chelsea School of 
Art. However, as war became imminent, her career changed direction when she 
undertook a secretarial course, which opened up great opportunities. On comple-
tion of the course, she took a position as a shorthand typist in the Engineering 
Administrative Department of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), where 
she remained throughout the war years, as this was a reserved occupation. During 
these years, she was regularly on night fire watching duties at her home, and was on 
night first aid duty at the BBC.

After the war ended, Ann moved to the Outside Broadcast Department of the 
BBC as secretary to the department head. This department covered major events, 
including the 1948 Olympic Games in London. Subsequently, Ann became the 
administrative assistant in the Children’s Hour Department, and later, secretary to 
the head of the TV Outside Broadcast Department, prior to embarking on an over-
seas working holiday of five years.
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Ann’s travels abroad began early, when she was studying art, and continued to give 
her enormous pleasure through the years. Early holidays were spent in Austria and 
Switzerland. Many others followed, including central France and Spain, and five 
years, from 1953 to 1959, spent travelling to many parts of the world on a ‘working 
holiday’. Countries visited included Canada, the United States of America, Hawaii, 
Australia, Borneo, the Philippines, Hong Kong and Singapore. On her first visit to 
Australia, Ann worked as secretary to the Chef de Mission of the Kenya Olympic 
Team during the 1956 Olympic Games held in Melbourne.

After five years of travelling, Ann arrived home and took a position as secretary to 
the London branch manager of Repco Ltd. She was later appointed to the position 
of London branch manager and thoroughly enjoyed the challenges this brought. 
Ann developed close and lasting friendships with Sir Charles McGrath, chairman 
of Repco Ltd; Tony Avery, general manager of Repco at the time; and their wives, 
the couples spending some enjoyable weekends with Ann at her country cottage 
in Bures, Suffolk. In 1970, with a year’s leave of absence granted, Ann and a friend 
spent a very happy time in Perth, going home via Melbourne where they caught up 
with friends.

Ann stayed with Repco for 23 years, until her retirement in 1981. On holiday in 
Melbourne following this, she met Rae Anstee at a social gathering and realised 
they had a mutual friend, Elizabeth Fearon, whom Ann had met through Repco 
many years earlier. Rae and Elizabeth took Ann touring around Victoria and the 
three became firm friends. When Rae and Elizabeth went to England for a holiday 
later that year, they invited Ann to join them in Australia. Melbourne had always 
held a fascination for Ann, where she had wonderful friends, so she decided to 
make her home here. Ann subsequently returned to England for visits on several 
occasions, in company with Rae and Elizabeth, and kept in regular contact with 
family and friends over the years.

Ann joined Scots’ Church in 1982 and felt most welcome. She made an enormous 
contribution to the life of the church over her years as part of the Scots’ Church 
family. She was a member of the Board of Management for a time, and joined the 
Outreach Committee in the mid 1990s, when she was appointed secretary, a posi-
tion she held continuously to the time of her death. For many years Ann prepared 
the rosters for the crèche, the Information Table, the Sunday Morning Social Hour 
and the Weekday Welcome Desk. Ann served regularly on the Welcome Desk, and, 
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until recently, as a duty manager for the Sunday morning services for four months 
each year. She was also a member of the PWMU.

Becoming an Australian citizen in 1990, Ann proudly referred to herself as an ‘Aussie 
Pom’. A great achievement for Ann was the publishing of her autobiography, An 
Interesting Journey, in 2006. She generously donated the proceeds of the sale of this 
book to the ongoing work of the Outreach Committee. 

As Ann grew frail over recent years, she continued to take an active role in church 
activities as she was able, including attending the Sunday morning worship services 
each week. Sadly, Elizabeth died in April 2008. Rae lovingly cared for Ann as her 
health became increasingly indifferent, allowing her to participate in the life of the 
church and to maintain her dignity and independence. Ann will be greatly missed 
for her graciousness, kindness, compassion and concern for others, for her interest 
in people, and for her organisational skills.

Ann died peacefully in Epworth Hospital on 12th January. A funeral service of 
thanksgiving for her life was held at Scots’ Church on 16th January.

Jane Monk, to whom Ann was god-mother, lives in Somerset, England, and came to 
visit Ann for her 95th and 96th birthday celebrations, much to Ann’s delight. Jane is 
the great-great-granddaughter of Charles Dickens, of literary fame. Jane’s mother and 
Ann met on a walking holiday in Austria in the 1920s and remained firm friends 
from that time on. When Jane was born, Ann went to stay with the family and 
became Jane’s god-mother. Jane was very sad not to be able to come to Melbourne 
for the funeral. She sent these beautiful words, which were read during the service.

Into the freedom of the wind and sunshine
We let you go

Into the dance of the stars and planets
We let you go

Into the wind’s breath and the hands of the star maker
We let you go

We love you, we miss you, we want you to be happy
Go safely, go dancing, go running home.

—Ruth Burgess

Our prayers and deepest sympathy are extended to Rae, and to Ann’s family and 
many friends.
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Across
3. On the same day, two 

were walking to a village 
called ______.

9. Jesus opened the minds 
of those with him to 
understand what?

10. At what time of day did 
the women go to the 
tomb of Jesus?

12. When Jesus sat at table 
with the men in the 
village, what did he do 
with the bread?

13. How did the women find 
the tomb?

14. What happened to the 
stone at the entrance to 
the tomb? (2 words)

Down
1. Who drew near and 

walked with them?
2. Two men in dazzling 

apparel said, ‘He is not 
here, but ________’. (2 
words)

4. Jesus spoke to the men 
walking. Who answered 
him?

5. Which apostle rose and 
ran to the tomb, then 
went home marvelling?

6. After Jesus left the men in the village, where did they return immediately?
7. What did Jesus eat, to show that he was indeed alive?
8. As the disciples were gathered together, Jesus came and said __________ (3 words)
11. What did the women take with them to the tomb?

1 2

543
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10 11
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13
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Want to join us at Scots’?

You’d be sure of
a warm welcome.

Please contact the Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on (03) 9650 9903.




