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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image entitled Collins Street, Sunday Morning, watercolour, c. 1880.
(Source: State Library of Victoria, donated by Mrs Wright.)
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Dear Friends,

At the moment there are more than 11 million refugees 
around the world. That’s a truly staggering figure: 11 mil-
lion people who have left their homeland because of 
a genuine fear for their life, usually as a result of war or 
savage political oppression; 11 million people who are 
the victims of ‘man’s inhumanity to man’.

That’s a phrase first used in the 18th century by the Scottish poet Robert Burns, 
though I think it expresses a sentiment, a fear, a frustration with our inability to live 
at peace with one another that dates back through the whole scope of human 
history. We all want peace. We all want to have the freedom to learn and grow and 
work and develop our communities without the fear that it might be destroyed and 
our lives wrecked at any moment by the capricious and mendacious acts of others.

In Australia, more than in many other countries of the world, we have the great 
blessing of living at peace with our neighbours. It’s not perfect, but it’s very good 
and we should give thanks to God for it every day and be diligent in our efforts to 
maintain it.

Is there more that we can do to share this peace, and the prosperity that it allows us 
to develop, with those who currently live the life of a refugee? I believe there is. There 
must be. And no matter how much we do, there will always be more we can do.

I’m not about to offer any great political insights, as if I might have the answers to 
‘solve’ the current refugee crisis, but I also know there’s more that we can do as a 
church to reach out to the poor around us; the people who, for a wide variety of 
reasons, struggle to participate in the prosperity of our nation.

We already have several groups that reach out to people in need: the Pastoral Care 
team, the Outreach Committee, the monthly sausage sizzle that raises funds for 
mission or charity etc. However, in response to the needs of the poor and the mar-
ginalised in the city centre, the Session has established a discussion group, chaired 

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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by Phil Court who leads the congregation and mission in Flemington, to explore 
more ways and better ways that we can expand our involvement in the lives of 
those who live on the fringes.

There are already many Christian organisations working in myriad ways to relieve 
suffering in the city centre, often with their own specific focus on the homeless, or 
asylum seekers, or running employment retraining schemes, or feeding the hungry, 
or giving legal or financial advice. Some organisations, like the Salvation Army and 
the Melbourne City Mission, are very large and are involved in many different areas 
of this kind of work.

This is not exactly the same as trying to deal with the world’s refugee crisis, but at 
its heart all human suffering is both avoidable and redeemable and it is incumbent 
upon us as Christians, to minister to the immediate material needs of our neigh-
bours and to address the root problem, which is human sin.

Greed, pride, jealousy, anger, hatred, selfishness, lust: take an honest hard look at any 
human suffering and you will find human sin inflicting that suffering on others. The 
answer to human sin lies in forgiveness, to know how to forgive and to allow your-
self to be forgiven.

This is not easy, but by the grace of God, which is in Jesus Christ, it is possible; 
human sin is redeemable and the seemingly endless cycle of man’s inhumanity to 
man is breakable.

I recently preached from Psalm 85, and as I was preparing that sermon, I was 
struck by the notion that the opposite of peace is foolishness. It’s not an obvious 
opposite, but when you see the misery caused by pride or greed or hatred, wheth-
er it is the petty hatred of someone at your place of work or the powerful pride of 
an evil dictator and his military force, you can see how foolish it is. Eventually the 
hatred will consume the hater, but in the meantime it will destroy his own envi-
ronment and he can no more live at peace or develop his prosperity than those 
around him. Utter foolishness!

We will never see perfect peace until we enter into God’s eternal Kingdom, but until 
we do, we have a God-given task: to learn for ourselves what the peace of Christ 
means, to practice the peace of Christ in our own lives and relationships, and to 
preach the peace of Christ whenever we get the chance.

Douglas
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Books helpful in teaching children
about the Christian faith

Over the last few months when a child has been bap-
tised here at Scots’ we have given the parents a copy of 
The Jesus Storybook Bible. This children’s book is written 
by Sally Lloyd–Jones and is beautifully illustrated by 

Jago. A multiple award 
winning publication, The 
Jesus Storybook Bible tells 
the story underlying all the 
stories in the Bible. It takes 
the whole Bible to tell this 
story. And at the centre of 
the story, there is a baby, 
the Child upon whom 
everything would depend. 
From Noah to Moses to 
King David, every story 
whispers his name. Jesus 
is like the missing piece in 
a puzzle — the piece that 
makes all the other pieces 
fit together. Beautifully 
written and illustrated, 
The Jesus Storybook Bible 
invites children to dis-
cover for themselves that 
Jesus is at the centre of 
God’s great story of salva-
tion — and at the centre 
of their story too.

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

‘The Jesus Storybook Bible’ by Sally Lloyd–Jones.
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Recently, I had a parent say that he and his wife had found two books really helpful 
for their family devotions. One centres on the Old Testament: Long Story Short. The 
other centres on the New Testament: Old Story New. These books, written by Marty 
Machowski, are described as a series of ten minute devotions to draw your family 
to God. They are careful, creative, and Christ-centred, without being corny, confusing 
or condescending. The parent who mentioned these to me said that these books 
helped him and his wife 
to lead family devotions 
that were memorable, 
faithful, and practical for 
Christian living.

It is never easy teach-
ing our children God’s 
Word, especially with 
children of varying ages. 
Long Story Short guides 
your family through Old 
Testament stories, each 
one highlighting the 
love and faithfulness of 
God and the hope of the 
Saviour to come, pointing 
us to the amazing grace 
of God.

Yours sincerely

Richard

References: ‘The Jesus Storybook 
Bible’ by Sally Lloyd-Jones, 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2014; 
‘Long Story Short: ten minute 
devotions to draw your family to 
God’ by Marty Machowski, New 
Growth Press, Greensboro, NC. 
2012; ‘Old Story New: ten minute 
devotions to draw your family to 
God’ by Marty Machowski, New 
Growth Press, Greensboro, NC. 2014.

Sally Lloyd–Jones — author
Sally Lloyd–Jones, the author of The Jesus 
Storybook Bible, is a well-known and prolific 
writer of children’s books.

Born in Kampala, Uganda, Lloyd–Jones grew up in 
East and West Africa, and also attended a board-
ing school in the New Forest, England. She studied 
Art History and French at the University of Sussex 
and at Paris-Sorbonne University. After working 
in children’s book publishing at Oxford University 
Press for some years, she moved to the United 
States of America in 1989, where she planned to 
stay for a year or two. She has remained there ever 
since, and lives in Manhattan. She is a member of 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York.

In 2000, Lloyd–Jones began to write children’s 
books full-time. The Jesus Storybook Bible, first pub-
lished in 2007 by Zondervan, has now sold over 
one million copies in 19 languages. The eight edi-
tions have included one audio-edition read by 
actor David Suchet. She works with a number of 
publishing companies.

Reference: About – Sally Lloyd-Jones. http://www.sallylloyd-jones.
com; Sally Lloyd-Jones.  Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Sally_Lloyd-Jones.
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Thorns in our flesh

In his second letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle 
Paul tells us that he suffered from what he refers to as 
‘a thorn in the flesh’. He calls it ‘a messenger of Satan 
to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited’ 
(2 Cor. 12:7, ESV).

The nature of this thorn in Paul’s flesh has long been the subject of speculation. 
Was he talking about an actual thorn or splinter? Was he referring to a particular 
temptation to which he was especially vulnerable? Was it a euphemism for some 
other physical or psychological disorder, disease or affliction? And if it really was ‘a 
messenger of Satan’, why would Satan’s objective be to keep Paul from becoming 
conceited? Wouldn’t Satan want the exact opposite?

We may never know the answers to these questions this side of eternity, and per-
haps that’s the way it’s supposed to be. Who amongst us does not have afflictions 
of various sorts? We all carry our own ‘thorns in the flesh’, and therefore we have 
much to learn from Paul’s experience.

Paul tells us that he ‘pleaded with the Lord’ to have his affliction removed; not once, 
but three times. Have you ever prayed to God like that? Whether it was for ourselves 
or for someone else, most of us probably have. When we pour out our heart like 
Paul did, we can be quite certain that God is listening. He listened to Paul. He listens 
to all the prayers of the faithful.

But God listening to our pleas is not the same thing as God granting our particular 
wishes. He may very often have other ideas. He refused to grant Paul’s request and 
his reply was something of a rebuke: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in (your) weakness’ (12:9a).

This is one of those aha moments for Paul. It’s as if the penny drops. That’s why he 
goes on to say: ‘Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me’ (12:9b). Paul is telling us that there is an 

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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explicit and tangible relationship between the believer’s suffering and Christ’s 
power. This is only possible because of our union with Christ; a union born of 
faith. Because we are united with Christ, we share in his sufferings and he shares 
in ours. He suffers in our affliction. But we also partake, through the Holy Spirit, in 
Christ’s power. His comfort, his resilience, his grace wells up through the voids of 
our affliction, to sustain us and to bless others.

It’s this realisation of how God uses our weaknesses for his purposes and his glory 
that leads Paul to declare: ‘For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weak-
nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then 
I am strong’ (12:10).

May God grant us the faith and the grace to say the same thing and to really 
mean it.

Welcome to our new members

As reported in the June Leaflet, three new communicant members were admit-
ted to St Stephen’s congregation on Sunday, 31 May: Molly Mullany, and Rama 

Charlie, Molly and Sharyn with our organist Diana.
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and Julie Hutagalung. 
It was a joyful occasion 
for all who were pre-
sent.

Molly’s mother Sharyn 
and sister Charlie flew 
in from Brisbane for 
the occasion. It turns 
out that Molly and our 
organist Diana Mayne 
had attended the same 
school in Brisbane 
(Clayfield College) 
though in different 
eras. Diana obliged by 
playing the old school 
hymn, O God, Our Help 
in Ages Past, during the 
service.

Rama’s and Julie’s sons, 
Rafael and Mikael, 
stood proudly with their 
mum and dad through-
out the admission 
ceremony. We look for-
ward to the day when 
they, too, will stand 
before us to profess 
their faith and be admit-
ted to communicant 
membership in their 
own right.

Philip Rama and Julie with their sons, Rafael and Mikael.



P a g e  8

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 5

Opening COnCert

Sun, 30th Aug. At 2.00 pm

MR BACH COMES TO COLLINS STREET

with his wife Anna Magdalena Bach and son 
Wilhelm Friedemann, and some singing friends.

A concert for children of all ages. With Douglas 
Lawrence, Elizabeth Anderson, Vaughan McAlley 
and Alastair Cooper-Colec.

Works: Toccata and Fugue in D Minor, Jesu, Joy of 
Man’s Desiring, Sheep May Safely Graze, Prelude in 
C Major, Bist du bei mir.

tueSdAy, 1St Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Jean-Christophe Geiser (Lausanne 
Cathedral)

Works by Bach, Ropartz, Vierne, Lefébure-Wély, 
Dubios.

SAturdAy, 5th Sept. At 3.00 pm

Organist: Ria Angelika Polo (The Scots’ Church)

Works by Buxtehude, Bach, Mendelssohn, Widor.

tueSdAy, 8th Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Jonathan Dimmock (San Francisco 
Symphony)

Works by Copland, Buck, Conte, Wilson, Locklair.

WedneSdAy, 9th Sept. At 2.00 pm

Workshop with Jonathan Dimmock. Players and 
listeners are welcome.

the internAtiOnAl OrgAn SerieS 2015

SAturdAy, 12th Sept. At 3.00 pm

A program for children of all ages:

 y Peter and the Wolf (Sergei Prokofiev). Organist: 
Brendon Lukin. Narrator: Derek Guille.

 y Pomp and Circumstance (Elgar)

 y Colonel Bogey March (Alford)

 y Ride of the Walkyries (Wagner).

tueSdAy, 15th Sept. At 6.15 pm

YOUNG PERFORMERS’ SHOWCASE

Organists: James McClure, Dylan Quinlan–
Baskett, Edwin Kwong, Alan Thomas

Works by Bach, Clerembault, Dupré, Elgar, 
Mendelssohn, Vierne.

SAturdAy, 19th Sept. At 3.00 pm

Organist: Martin Setchell (University Organist, 
Auckland, New Zealand)

Works by Johnson, Bach, Francaix, Bossi, Alain, 
Saint-Saëns, Vierne, Langlais, Lanquetuit.

tueSdAy, 22nd Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Thomas Wilson (St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Sydney)

Works by Vivaldi/Bach, Correa de Arauxo, Bairstow, 
Alain, Bonnal.

tueSdAy, 29th Sept. At 6.15 pm

Organist: Elmo Cosentini (Vienna University). 
Mr Cosentini will perform on the Rieger organ 
and the Kawai Shigeru grand piano.

Works by Rachmaninov, Vierne.

WedneSdAy, 30th Sept. At 2.00 pm

Lecture recital with Elmo Cosentini. The story of 
organ and piano music in Vienna.

Music at the scots’ church is Made possible by the generous support of 
the scots’ church Minor trusts.

adMission to all events in the scots’ church is free.
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From the Archives

Captain Andrew Gillison, 14th Battalion, AIF

Near the Red Cross flag in the vestibule of the 
church there is a plaque with the names of six 
Presbyterian chaplains who paid the supreme sac-
rifice during world wars I and II.

The first name on the plaque is Captain Andrew 
Gillison, who was born in Baldernick, Scotland, on 7th 
June 1868. He married Isabel Napier, and they went 
on to have three sons and a daughter. He became an 
ordained Presbyterian minister, and in 1905, the family 
moved to Australia. Gillison became the minister of St 
Paul’s Church in Brisbane and then moved to the East 
St Kilda Presbyterian Church.

Gillison had previous military experience in Scotland 
and served as part- time chaplain in the Australian CMF for eight years after arriving 
in Australia. He was chaplain to the Victorian Scottish Regiment. A keen marks-
man and a member of the Melbourne Rifle Club, he was known as a ‘crack shot’. 
Following the outbreak of WWI, Gillison applied for a commission to serve as chap-
lain in the AIF and was posted to the 14th Battalion. His parishioners farewelled 
him warmly and generously with two cameras, field glasses, an automatic pistol, a 
wristlet watch, an attaché case and a purse of 20 guineas. The battalion sailed for 
Egypt on 22nd December 1914. A larger than life character, he took a keen interest 
in individuals no matter their religion or denomination. He arrived at Gallipoli on 
26th April, where he cared for the wounded and buried eight men at sea. On the 
third day, he landed and carried out his duties at a dressing station.

According to his diary, on the day of the truce for burying the dead, he recorded: 
‘I never beheld such a sickening sight in my life and hope it may not be my lot 
again.’ His diary ends on that sad note. He died on 22nd August 1915 of wounds 
received during the advance on Hill 60. The official historian, Charles Bean, records 
that while Gillison was waiting to read the burial service for men who had fallen in 
this action, he heard someone groaning in the scrub nearby. He had been warned 
against moving onto the ridge in daylight, but he went forward far enough to see 

Captain Andrew Gillison.
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that ants were troubling a wounded man and called on two men to help drag 
the wounded soldier out. When a Turkish sniper opened fire, Gillison was severely 
wounded and died that day. He was mentioned in dispatches, and tributes to his 
work showed what a popular and respected chaplain he had been.

Judith Kilmartin

References: Australian Dictionary of Biography; St George’s Uniting Church, East St Kilda; The Last Post Ceremony 
delivered 29 July, 2014 (This is presented in the Commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial each day. The 
ceremony commemorates more than 102,000 Australians who have given their lives in war and other operations and 
whose names are recorded on the Roll of Honour. At each ceremony the story behind one of the names on the Roll of 
Honour is told).

St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Spring Hill, Brisbane

The Rev. Andrew Gillison’s first ministerial appointment in Australia was to 
St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Spring Hill, Brisbane. This beautiful church 
was dedicated to worship in 1889. The congregation had previously built a 
church in nearby Creek Street, which they sold to the Queensland National 
Bank before acquiring the Spring Hill site. Designed by colonial architect 
F. D. G. Stanley, the church is an important part of Brisbane’s architectural 
heritage. Stonework from the demolished church in Creek Street was used 
in the new building, as were iron railings and gates.

The nave of the church has Gothic arches beyond which are the aisles. The pulpit, 
communion table area, choir stalls and pews, are all beautifully constructed from 
red cedar. There are 10 pairs of stained glass windows depicting the life of St Paul 
along the aisles. Historic windows manufactured by Ferguson & Urie and moved 
from the original church were installed on the right and left above the chancel.

The church was built in porphyry stone, a fine-grained purple–red volcanic rock, 
which has withstood the test of time. The sandstone facing and ornamentations 
have been damaged through erosion, requiring restoration.

Reference: Brown, Ray, 26.04.1879: St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Creek Street, Brisbane, Queensland. https://
fergusonandurie.wordpress.com/2012/03/18/26-04-1879-presbyterian-church-creek-street-brisbane-queensland; 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church.  http://stpaulspc.org.au.
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Greg Matthews

Greg Matthews is currently in his third year of study for the ministry at the 
Presbyterian Theological College (PTC).This year he has been appointed to 
Scots’ Church, under the care of the Rev. Richard O’Brien, as part of his train-
ing for ministry. His main involvement has been with the Engage congrega-
tion on Sunday evenings, although Greg and his wife Haesook also attend the 
morning worship services.

Born in Sydney, Greg grew up in Muswellbrook in the Hunter Valley, NSW, where he 
attended primary school. He then went on to boarding school in Armidale, NSW, 
where he completed his secondary education.

Greg studied information technology (IT) at the University of Technology, Sydney. 
Upon graduating he worked in the IT industry for 20 years, staying with one con-
sulting company throughout this time. His position provided opportunities to work 

in many places, includ-
ing Sydney, Melbourne 
and Glasgow, Scotland. 
He then returned to 
Melbourne where he has 
remained since that time.

Greg and his future wife 
Haesook met in Sydney 
while they were both 
students. They were 
boarding at the Baptist 
Youth Hostel, Dulwich 
Hill. On completing 
her studies, Haesook 
returned to her home in 
Seoul, South Korea, for a 
year, and she and Greg 
were married on her 

Interview

Greg and his wife Haesook.
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return to Australia. They have two children: Ben is now at university studying com-
puter and electrical engineering, and Amy is in Year 11 at the Presbyterian Ladies 
College. Haesook works at Costco, Ringwood.

As he was growing up, Greg attended Baptist churches with his family. Although 
the school where he boarded in his teenage years was Anglican, Greg joined the 
Baptist youth group in Armidale for activities. After they were married, Greg and 
Haesook began to attend Ashfield Presbyterian Church, where the Rev. Peter Hastie, 
now Principal at the PTC, was minister at the time. They found the church’s teach-
ing excellent, and continued to worship there. Both Ben and Amy were baptised at 
Ashfield. Since then, they have continued to attend Presbyterian churches wherever 
Greg’s work took them. When they first came to Melbourne, they attended Reservoir 
Presbyterian Church. While in Glasgow they worshipped at St George’s Tron 
church. On their return to Melbourne, they went to St 
Stephen’s in Surrey Hills, where the Rev. Chris Siriweera 
is minister.

In the third year of a four year course, Greg is studying 
full-time for the ministry. Although very busy with his 
studies, he really enjoys cooking, especially pasta and 
pizza, including making the dough!

We are delighted to welcome Greg and Haesook to 
Scots’, and look forward to sharing worship and fel-
lowship with them through the year. RANTNANEVOCI

NBEODWNWKHNT

VJVNKETIPNKY

PLANTSDNMYRD

KCRTVFLILAEF

GROUNDLPSSLH

FHLNDNIWSBFS

QAQTVTNEELUX

ROHKLHLVOJDS

ANRUKBOONVKZ

IAMTZDDGTHNR

NJLHOUSEHOLD

Biblical Crossword Solution

For Kids quiz solution

3 2 1

4

567

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

S

K

P
H
A
R
I
S
E
E

I

E

D

Y

N

T

M

C

S

G

E

E

Z

E
X
A
L
T
E
D

R

R

A

M

A

O

N

C

C
R
I
E
D
O
U
T

M

A

I

C

R

U

O

L

F
A
I
T
H

E

R

F

L

U

A

E

G

I

L

B
E
G
G
I
N
G

O

F

U

N
E
E
D
L
E

J
E
R
U
S
A
L
E
M

Hidden message: RAINBOW.

In Memoriam
We express our deepest sympathy to our Director 
of Music, Douglas Lawrence, following the sudden 
death of his brother Neil on 14th July while on 
holiday in the Maldives.

Our thoughts are with Douglas, Liz and Jacob, and 
their wider family at this sad time.

Psalm 121
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Know Your Church
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
The annual service 
of the Kirkin’ o’ the 
Tartans was held at 
Scots’ Church on 5th 
July 2015. Pipers 
Imogen Williams and 
Tom Cameron from 
the Victorian Youth 
Pipe Band led the 
colourful procession 
from the Assembly 
Hall along Collins 
Street and into the 
church at the begin-
ning of the service. The 
tartans of each clan 
present were placed 
in the apse by the Rev. 
Douglas Robertson, 
where they remained 
until the end of the 
service, when they 
were returned to clan 
representatives who 
left the church in procession. The first scripture reading, from the Book of 
Revelation, was read in Gaelic and English, and the second reading in English. 
The Kirkin’ Choir participated in the service, singing verses from Psalm 24.

Although the great tartan revival began in the 19th century, the origin of tartans 
goes back to antiquity. There is evidence that the Celts wove chequered or striped 
cloth for thousands of years. It is believed that this form of weaving was brought 
across to north western Britain by Iron Age Celtic Scots from Ireland in the fifth or 

Pipers Tom Cameron (left) and Imogen Williams lead the procession of 
clans  to the Russell Street entrance of the church.
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sixth century BC. A small 
sample of check, known 
as the Falkirk Tartan, 
survives from the third 
century AD.

Tartan is a woven materi-
al, generally of wool, with 
strips of different colours 
that vary in breadth. The 
arrangement of colours 
is consistent in warp and 
weft, that is in length 
and width, so that the 
woven material appears 
to have a number of squares intersected by stripes. The tartan patterns formed are 
called ‘setts’, each sett being a complete pattern, and a length of material being made 
by repetition of these. Early tartans were of simple design with, perhaps, two or three 
colours. Weavers depended on the properties of plants, roots, berries and trees for 
their dyes, this probably having some bearing on the colours of the tartan produced 
in a particular region. Worn by the people of the district, these checks or tartans be-
came associated with that area. As chemical dyes evolved, weavers began to produce 
more elaborate patterns of varied and vivid colours. Clans grew and branched over 
time, with newer clans creating their own tartans.

Following the Battle of Culloden in 1746, the British government passed ‘The 
Disarming Act’ that forbade the wearing of tartans. This applied to common Highland 
clans, not the upper echelons of Highland society or to Lowland Scots or women. 
Neither did it apply to the Highland regiments being formed in the government 
army. When this law was repealed in 1782, a resurgence of Scottish nationalism was 
the result, with efforts made to restore Highland culture after this period of repression.

The great tartan revival began in 1822 when George IV visited Edinburgh. He sug-
gested that people attending official functions should wear their tartans. Although 
many original tartans had been lost by this time, ‘original’ patterns were quickly rein-
vented. Today, tartans are registered in the Register at Lyons Court.

A German woodcut of about 1631, showing Highland mercenaries 
wearing kilts.
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Variations of one tartan 
may be worn, the name 
being taken from the in-
tended purpose:

•	 ‘Clan’ tartans are for 
general use by the 
members of the 
clan;

•	 ‘Dress’ tartans were 
originally worn by 
the women of the 
clan;

•	 ‘Mourning’ tartans 
are generally black 
and white;

•	 ‘Hunting’ tartans, 
of dark colours, are 
worn for sport;

•	 ‘Chief’s’ tartans are 
for the personal use 
of the clan chief 
and his immediate 
family.

Today tartans, together 
with the kilt and 
bagpipes, symbolise 
the cultural identity of 
the Scottish nation.

References: Johnson, Ben. The History of Tartan. http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryofScotland/The-History-of-Tartan/; 
Scottish History Online: The History of Scottish Tartans & Clans Tartans. http://www.scotshistoryonline.co.uk/tartan-
history.html; Scottish Tartans Museum: What is Tartan?  http://www.scottishtartans.org/tartan.html.

An oil portrait of George IV in full Highland dress, during his visit to 
Scotland in 1822. Painted by David Wilkie in 1829.
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The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem has its origins in traditions that can be 
traced back to the 11th century. It has a rich and complex history, of which 
this article provides a brief overview.

At the time of the 
Crusades, which contin-
ued intermittently for 
about 200 years from the 
late 11th century, poor 
pilgrims travelling to the 
Holy Land were given 
care and assistance by 
the Knights and Brothers 
of the Hospital of Saint 
John, which had been 
founded in Jerusalem. 
The Order of Saint 
John, dedicated to help-
ing the sick and poor, 
was soon established 
across Europe. The earli-
est knights in Britain, 

members of the Grand Priory of England, established their headquarters in 
Clerkenwell, London, in 1144. The world headquarters of the order are still based 
at the same location, in the ancient Priory buildings of Saint John’s Gate.

During the Protestant Reformation in Great Britain, the order’s properties across the 
country were confiscated. However, Catholic priories elsewhere survived, with head-
quarters in Rhodes, later transferring to the Island of Malta in 1530. They remained 
there until Napoleon captured the island in 1798, eventually moving to Rome where 
the headquarters of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta remain today.

In the late 1820s, encouraged by some French Knights of Malta, a group of men 
from England and Scotland established an ecumenical Priory of the Order of 
Saint John in England. The British Royal Family became interested in this order in 

The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem

The Grand Priory of the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem in England, 
Saint John’s Gate.
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the 1870s, and Queen Victoria granted it a Royal Charter as an Order of the British 
Crown in 1888 following a petition from the Prince of Wales. Since that time, the 
Order of Saint John has continued as a Royal Order of Chivalry, with the monarch 
as Sovereign Head.

The badge of the Order of St John is an eight-pointed 
Maltese cross embellished in the principal angles 
alternately with lions and unicorns. There are varia-
tions of emblems and robes for each level and office 
within the order.

The order has existed in Australia since 1969, and 
operates within a charter revised in 1963 under King 
Peter II of Yugoslavia, who was grand master at the 
time. Commonly referred to as ‘OSJ’, the order is an 
international community of knights and dames who 
share a dedication to ideals, including ‘Upholding 

Christianity, and the Rights of Man as stated in the United Nations Declaration, and 
a practical expression of these ideals in its practice of Ecumenism and Charity’.

The objectives and purpose of the order are:

•	 To recognise men and women who are distinguished by their origin, education, 
upbringing, capabilities, integrity, worthy deeds and achievement, and 
community service;

•	 To promote Christian charity by service to our lords the sick and our lords the 
poor;

•	 To adhere to the chivalric tradition of service;

•	 To promote social equality.

A broad spectrum of activities organised by members of the order aid a range of 
charities and other causes at local, national and international level.

Our Session Clerk, Miss Rae Anstee, was invited to become a Member of the Order 
of Saint John of Jerusalem in 1996, in recognition of her outstanding contribution 
to the nursing profession. Dr Lionel Boxer is also a member of the order.

Reference: Order of Saint John of Jerusalem: Home page.

The Breast Star of Knight of 
Grace of the Order of Saint John.
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After years of planning, work has commenced on the construction of new 
senior apartments at the Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes, Kilsyth. This exciting 
development is the first stage of a new retirement living complex set within 
the delightful grounds of Kirkbrae.

A Groundbreaking Ceremony was held on Friday, 22nd May to celebrate the 
beginning of construction. A large gathering in the Community Hall at Kirkbrae 
included the Rev. John Wilson, Clerk of Assembly, the Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria; Tony Smith, Federal Liberal Member for Casey; Mark Sketcher, Chief 
Executive Officer, Kirkbrae; Robert Lowe, Chairman, Social Services Committee 
of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria; past and present members of the Social 
Services Committee; and Kirkbrae staff and residents. After presentations from the 
Rev. Wilson, Tony Smith, Mark Sketcher and Robert Lowe, the company assembled 

Groundbreaking Ceremony at Kirkbrae 

Architect’s impression of the new senior apartments currently under construction at Kirkbrae.
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outside for the ceremo-
nial turning of the sod. 
All then shared in a 
delicious lunch in the 
Community Hall.

Scheduled for comple-
tion in early 2016, the 
new, modern seniors’ 
apartments will offer 
community living in a 
beautiful and supportive 
environment. For people 
looking to downsize, 
Kirkbrae offers a diver-
sity of choices with high 
quality services. As well 
as independent living 
options, there are lifestyle 
alternatives for those who 
need higher levels of sup-
port.

Kirkbrae was established 
by the Presbyterian 
Church in 1960. As well 
as its various lifestyle 
options, it offers excellent 
services. These include 
community facilities and 
activities, a chaplain and 
pastoral carer, its own 
buses for shopping and 
outings, and public trans-
port at the front gate.

The final stages of the development include a Community and Well-being Centre 
and more seniors’ apartments.

The turning of the sod. From left: the Rev. John Wilson, Tony Smith, 
Robert Lowe and Mark Sketcher.

Robert Lowe addresses the gathering with Tony Smith (left, seated) 
and Mark Sketcher.
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Plants of the Bible
Tamarisk (Tamarix aphylla)

There are over 50 species of the genus 
Tamarix that grow in deserts, by the sea-
shores, and in semi-arid localities ranging 
from the Mediterranean to Central Asia 
and northern China. It usually grows on 
saline soils and can tolerate high levels 
of salt. The largest, Tamarix aphylla, is an 
evergreen tree that can reach 18 metres 
in height. It has slender branches and 
grey-green foliage. The bark, smooth and 
reddish brown in young trees, darkens to 
bluish purple, with ridges and furrows as 
the tree ages. The leaves resemble scales, 
are one to two millimetres long, and over-
lap along the stem. The small flowers are 
pink or white and appear in dense clusters 
at the end of branches, giving a feathery 
appearance. The fruit is a capsule with nu-
merous seeds that have a tuft of hair at one 
end, assisting in wind dispersal. Tamarix 
species have deep roots that allow them 
to exploit natural water resources.

The first biblical reference to the tamarisk is found in Genesis 21:33, when Abraham 
planted a tamarisk in the region of Beersheba. Trees were often used as memorials 
to great men, therefore it was appropriate that Abraham honoured God by plant-
ing the tamarisk. Saul was sitting under a tamarisk tree on a hill at Gibeah when 
he learned that David had returned to Judah (1 Samuel 22:6). This tree would have 
been planted on the hill, as it was not native to the area, and could probably have 
been seen from a considerable distance. This site is now in a suburb of Jerusalem. 
In 1 Samuel 31:13, Saul’s bones were buried under a tamarisk tree (although this 

Tamarisk
(Tamarix aphylla)
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is listed as an oak in 1 
Chronicles 10:12).

The tamarisk has a long 
cultural history, having 
a place in Egyptian and 
Roman mythology.

Valued for its ability to 
withstand soil salinity, 
drought and salt-water 
spray, the tamarisk is 
used as a windbreak, a 
shade tree and an or-
namental shrub. The 
wood may be used for 
firewood or carpentry.

The tamarisk has be-
come a major invasive 
plant species in some 
areas of the world, 
including the south–
west United States of 
America. It can spread 
by roots and sub-
merged stems, and 
by thousands of tiny seeds dispersed by wind or water. Given adequate moisture 
to germinate and grow in its early stages, the tamarisk is able to establish itself in 
environments hostile to many plants and may grow in dense stands, altering the 
balance of native flora and fauna. Eradication projects using a range of methods 
are underway.

References: Encyclopaedia Brittanica. Tamarisk. http://www,britannica.com/plant/tamarisk; Old Dominion University Plant Site. Tamarisk. 
http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/tamarix.php; Wikipedia. Tamarix. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamarix; Zohary, Michael. 
Plants of the Bible, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Tamarix aphylla growing in its natural habitat near Revimim, Israel. 
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Audrey Holder

The younger of two daughters, Audrey Holder grew up in the Melbourne sub-
urb of Malvern. Her mother’s family came from New Zealand where they were 
early settlers in the Invercargill area, and her father’s forebears were English. 
After attending Spring Road Central School in Malvern, Audrey went on to the 
Presbyterian Ladies College.

Following the completion of three years’ study at the Kindergarten Training College 
(KTC) in Kew, Audrey went on to a lifetime career in the field of early childhood 
education. She had been awarded a Presbyterian scholarship and, on graduation, 
began her teaching career at the Port Melbourne Presbyterian Kindergarten, where 
she remained for five years. She went on to teach at other Presbyterian kindergar-
tens: at Wattle Park and Chadstone. After a year of part-time teaching on the staff of 
Glamorgan, Audrey taught at Clarendon, South Melbourne. She then moved to Lady 
Forster Kindergarten at Port Melbourne, where she remained for the rest of her career.

Following her retirement, Audrey began to pursue a long-time interest in floral arrange-
ment. She provided this service for a golf club and for St Thomas Aquinas Church, 
South Yarra, also arranging the flowers for weddings and other events from time to 
time. She continued this activity, which she thoroughly enjoyed, over several years.

From her childhood onwards, the family went to St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Gardiner, where Audrey attended Sunday school and joined the Presbyterian 
Fellowship of Australia (PFA). The tennis club was very active during this period, 
and also organised social events for the young people of the church. At the time of 
Union in 1977, St Andrew’s became a Uniting Church, and Audrey made a decision 
to move to Malvern Presbyterian Church where she stayed for about 10 years. She 
worshipped at Scots’ occasionally and began to attend regularly, at first just coming 
to services. Audrey gradually became more involved, first on the Welcome Desk, 
and over time got to know other members. She enjoys the music Scots’ offers, and 
very much appreciates the Rev. Douglas Robertson’s preaching.

In the wider community, Audrey was a member of the Chisholm Soroptimist Club 
for over 40 years, making many firm and lasting friendships over that time. It was 
there that she met Scots’ members Anne Wilkes and Margaret Castle. Audrey has 

Interview
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had a long involvement 
with the Graduates 
Association of the 
KTC. She was also on 
the committee of the 
Forest Hill Residential 
Kindergarten, during this 
time working to ensure 
that children from 
Presbyterian kindergar-
tens could have access 
to the Forest Hill and 
Warrawong residential 
kindergartens, this previ-
ously not being available 
to them. This interest 
continued until the prop-
erty was sold.

Audrey enjoys travel-
ling. Her first overseas 
holiday in 1967 saw her 
visiting many countries 
on a ‘round the world’ 
60 day ticket, including 
India, Russia, Finland, 
Switzerland, France, 
the United Kingdom 
and North America. 
With a nephew living in 
Germany, Audrey has visited him several times, taking the opportunity to travel to 
adjoining European countries. Other holiday destinations have included Scotland 
and Canada. When Audrey received her first salary, she subscribed to the National 
Theatre, with her interest in all theatre, especially ballet and opera, continuing to 
the present time. She also enjoys playing solo and bridge, and finds that retirement 
offers more time for gardening, reading, and for walking her dog Oscar.

Audrey with her dog Oscar.
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Our thanks to Audrey for her quiet and consistent contribution to the life of Scots’ 
Church in many ways, including serving on the Welcome Desk and the Sunday 
morning crèche, and for her lifetime of service to the community through the edu-
cation of young children.

St Richard of Chichester

At a recent worship service, our choir sang part of a beautiful prayer of St 
Richard of Chichester.

The words were:

O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
May I know thee more clearly,

Love thee more dearly,
And follow thee more nearly.

Who was St Richard of Chichester? Born in 1197 AD, Richard Backedine and his 
brother and sister were orphaned while still children, being left in the care of 
guardians who mismanaged their farming estate. Richard returned home from 
his studies at Worcester and helped to restore the family farm to prosperity. He 
then went off to Oxford to study theology, later furthering his studies in Paris 
and Bologne. After his ordination, he became a parish priest in Kent. When 
the Bishop of Chichester died in 1244, the canons elected Richard as bishop. 
However, King Henry III was furious with his election and refused to support the 
appointment. After several difficult years, the King relented in 1247 and Richard 
was able to fulfil his duties as a bishop. He was very highly regarded, and lived 
simply, offering hospitality to rich and poor alike. He died in 1253 at the age of 
56. The beautiful prayer by which he is well known is reported to have been 
written as he was dying. Richard was canonised in 1262 and is honoured on 3rd 
April each year.

Chichester Cathedral remains the seat of an Anglican bishop today.

Reference: Oliver, Richard. Saint Richard of Chichester (1197 – 1253). http://www.richoliver.us/richard.html.
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In Britain, and probably through much of Europe, from Saxon times to the 
period of the Renaissance, church services were the most common means of 
keeping track of time in most towns and villages. Cathedral chapter houses 
and monasteries rang bells to summon their communities to prayers at set 
times each day. Villagers, peasants and farmers living close by would have 
used these bells to divide their day accordingly.

In order to keep track of time to ring bells and call 
the monks to prayer, various means would have been 
used including: years of practise in making judgments 
about the time; water clocks; astronomical instruments, 
such as astrolabes and quadrants; and sundials. These 
methods were in use until and beyond the time that 
the first truly mechanical clocks were invented in the 
late 13th century.

A sundial is an astronomical instrument that has a 
gnomon or style that casts a shadow over a dial plate 
indicating the hours of the day. This enables time to be 
estimated from the apparent motion of the sun. The 
early sundials found on the walls of medieval church-
es were not accurate and would have only shown the 
correct time at midday. Modern scientific sundials, 
developed later, were constructed to adjust for specific 
latitudes throughout the year.

The most common sundials attached to churches and 
monasteries were vertical dials on the south wall, in 
order to maximise exposure to the sun. These medi-
eval sundials were also called scratch dials, or mass 
dials (‘mass’ because they were used to call people to 
the ‘mass’ or service). Many were roughly cut into the 
stone of the wall, with a hole still visible in which the 
gnomon was once placed, to cast a shadow. It is still 
possible to see more finely carved sundials on cathe-

Sundials: Timekeepers Before Church Clocks

An ancient undated sundial on 
the south wall of Peterborough 
Cathedral.

A sundial on the west face 
of Peterborough Cathedral 
dates from 1762, and has been 
recently restored.
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dral and monastery walls. One example (undated) 
may be seen on the outside wall of the south aisle of 
magnificent Peterborough Cathedral, Cambridgeshire, 
England. A more recent sundial, dated 1762, on the 
west face of the cathedral, has been recently restored. 
Cluny Abbey, Paris, France, provides another example 
of a well preserved sundial, to be seen in the court-
yard of the monastery; it is dated 1674. A sundial on 
the exterior of the south face of the Lady Chapel at 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, dates from 1723; 
this is a classic vertical declining sundial showing 
more morning than afternoon hours. The sundials 
such as the later one at 
Peterborough and those 
at St George’s Chapel and 
Cluny Abbey may have 
been used in conjunc-
tion with clocks rather 
than being the major 
means of timekeeping for 
services.

By the middle of the 14th 
century, most towns had 
at least one clock. At first 
these were unreliable 
and for some time both 
clocks and sundials were 
used. However, clocks 
gradually became more 
sophisticated and in 
wider use, and the reliance on sundials declined.

References: ‘Before church clocks, there were sundials’, The Independent, 29th April 2015. http://www.independent.
co.uk/news/uk/before-church-clocks-there-were-sundials-1329482.html; ‘How did people in the Middle Ages tell time?’ 
http://www.quora.com/How-did-people-in-the-Middle-Ages-tell-time; ‘Mass Dials’. http://www.sundials.co.uk/massdial.
htm; ‘Sundials’ by Christopher Daniel, reproduced from Historic Churches, 2000. http://www.buildingconservation.com/
articles/sundials/church-sundials.htm.

The sundial on the exterior of St 
George’s Chapel, Windsor, dates 
from 1723.

A sundial at Cluny Abbey, Paris, dated 1674.
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ARK
BLESSED

COVENANT
DOVE

FLOOD
GROUND

HOUSEHOLD
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NOAH
PLANTS

RAIN
RAVEN

SUBSIDED
WIND

Word search
Noah and his ark: Genesis 7–9 (ESV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in 
the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to 
right, top line to bottom line. Words can go horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 12.)

Amazing maze
Help the boy to find the rainbow at the end of the maze.

for kids
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
St Andrews Uniting (Presbyterian) Kirk, 
Ballarat
St Andrew’s Kirk, which stands in a commanding position in Sturt Street, 
Ballarat, is recognised as the largest and most complete Norman Romanesque 
style church in Victoria.

The site on which the 
church stands was 
reserved for the build-
ing of a Presbyterian 
church by the govern-
ment of the early 1850s. 
Intended originally 
for parishioners of the 
Established Church of 
Scotland, the land was 
made available by the 
Established Church 
Synod of Victoria for the 
Free Church congre-
gation that was active 
in the district. The first 
minister, the Rev. James 
Baird, was appointed 
to Ballarat in 1855, and 
when he left after two 
years, the congregation 
was in a position to call 
its own minister. The 
Rev. William Henderson, 
who had travelled to 

A view of the front façade of the church, showing the tower door (left) 
and main entrance.
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Melbourne from Edinburgh with the Free Church mission led by Dr Adam Cairns, 
had spent some time at a charge in Williamstown prior to accepting a call from the 
Ballarat congregation.

A small timber church built on the site opened for worship in 1858. By 1859, the Free 
Church, the Established Church and the congregations of the United Presbyterian 
Church had joined to form the Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria. It was in the name of this new body that the 
Rev. William Henderson laid the foundation stone of the 
present bluestone church on 1st December 1862. He 
named the new building St Andrew’s Church, while the 
name St Andrew’s Kirk was used from 1870.

Designed by Ballarat architect C. D. Cuthbert, construc-
tion of the building began in 1862. It was built from 
bluestone, readily available in the area. The original 
church building consisted of a broad nave, wide side 
aisles, and timber lined ceilings. This building, including 
the tower and transepts, which were added later, were 
all built in Norman Romanesque style. Characterised 

Detail of carving around the 
main entrance, depicting the 
dove with an olive branch 
(above) and a fleur-de-lis 
symbol.

The Romanesque arch over the main entrance into the church, showing 
intricate carving.

Detail of the beautiful carving 
in freestone around the main 
entrance to the church.
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by semi-circular arches, this style combines features seen in ancient Roman and 
Byzantine buildings, including thick walls, round arches, sturdy piers, groin vaults, 
large towers and decorative arcading. In the St Andrews building, details in lighter 
coloured freestone are included in both the interior and exterior of the building 
where, in combination with the bluestone, they provide textural and colour con-
trasts. The main entrance to the church is especially fine, with many beautifully 
carved elements, including a centrally carved figure of St Andrew bearing a saltire 
cross, some of this detail being added in 1883.

Following the initial completion of the building in 1864, the porch and vestry were 
added in 1873, and work commenced on a tower and spire in 1882. This work was still 

in progress at the time 
of the Rev. Henderson’s 
death in 1884, when 
black mourning bands 
were placed on each of 
the four pinnacles at the 
base of the spire in his 
memory; these bands 
are still visible. Gothic in 
design, the spire reach-
es a height of 42 metres 
above the ground. The 
transepts were con-
structed in 1890 and 
the choir vestry added 
in 1926.

The church contains 
beautiful stained glass 
windows, installed as 
memorials to former 
ministers and mem-
bers. Dating from the 
early 20th century, man-

The tower and spire, with black bands in memory of Rev. Henderson 
visible on the pinnacles at the base of the spire.
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ufacturers include Ballantyne & Sons, Edinburgh; Ferguson & Urie, Melbourne; and 
Brooks, Robinson & Co., Melbourne.

The first pipe organ in the church, installed by Mackenzie & Co. in 1874, was unsatis-
factory, and was rebuilt by George Fincham in 1878. This organ was sold to Fincham 
and Hobday in 1891, when a new organ was installed by the same company. The 
instrument was enlarged and rebuilt by George Fincham & Sons Pty Ltd in 1926, and 
extensively renovated in the 1970s. By 1991, the instrument was in urgent need of 
repair and, due to lack of funds, was replaced by an electronic organ. The pipe organ 
remains in place.

Over its long history, St Andrew’s has been remarkable for the long periods of 
service given by its ministers. At the time of Church Union in 1977, the congrega-
tion of St Andrew’s voted to become part of the Uniting Church, thus ending 120 
years of Presbyterian worship there. The newly created Ballarat Central Parish of the 

The cast iron fence, made by White’s Eagle Foundry, Ballarat, constructed along the church and Dawson 
Street boundaries in 1902, reflects the style of the church with the interlaced arches in its design.
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Uniting Church includ-
ed St Andrew’s and the 
Lydiard Street Uniting 
Church. In 1995, the 
two churches became 
separate parishes. Sadly, 
in 2013, St Andrew’s 
Kirk was offered for 
sale at a time when the 
Uniting Church was 
selling many proper-
ties. However, it was 
not sold, and contin-
ues to stand unused at 
present, as services are 
now held at the Ballarat 
Central Uniting Church, 
Lydiard Street.

References: Australian Dictionary 
of Biography: Henderson, William 
(1826-1884). http://adb.anu.
edu.au/biography/henderson-
william-3752; Cochran, Margaret 
and Jan Clarke on behalf of St. 
Andrew’s Ballarat congregation: 
St. Andrew’s Kirk Ballarat – History 
(no other details given); Organ 
Historical Trust of Australia: St. 
Andrew’s Uniting (Presbyterian) 
Kirk, Sturt street, Ballarat. http://
www.ohta.org.au/organs/
organs/BallaratUCSturt.html; 
On My Doorstep: St. Andrews 
Uniting Church. http://www.
onmydoorstep.com.au/
heritage-listing/1398/st-andrews-
uniting-church; The Courier, 
10th October 2013, ‘Ballarat 
parishioners angry over fire sale of three uniting churches’ by Fiona Henderson. http://www.thecourier.com.au/
story/1834323/ballarat-parishioners-angry-over-fire-sale-of-three-uniting-churches; Victorian Heritage Database 
Report: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church and Organ. vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67577/download-report.

These cast iron lamps, made by the Victoria Foundry in Leith, Scotland, 
were placed in the grounds at an unknown date.
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This year Cardinia Presbyterian Church celebrates 100 years of worship. 
However, Christians in the Cardinia community met together for many years 
before the present building was completed.

Cardinia, situated 55 kilometres south–east of Melbourne and 14 kilometres south–
east of Berwick, was known as South Pakenham until 1879. Cattle runs, established 
in the area in 1838, were subdivided in the 1850s. The school, built in 1874, was first 
known as Pakenham South, but was renamed Cardinia Creek in 1881. It closed in 
1906, with the present school opening in 1912. Situated in an agricultural area, the 
population of Cardinia was listed as 449 at the 2011 Commonwealth census.

Worship services were held in the area from the late 1880s, with a Sunday school also 
being conducted from those early days. The foundation stone of the present Cardinia 
Presbyterian Church was laid by Mr Walter Duff JP on Saturday, 23rd October 1915. 
The building was constructed to require as little maintenance as possible.

Renovations in the 
1950s included redeco-
ration of the interior 
and the installation of 
new lighting, as well as 
the addition of some 
new furniture. A bap-
tismal font, presented 
by Mr and Mrs Francis 
in October 1958, was 
dedicated some months 
later, on 1st March. In 
1959, it was resolved to 
commence a building 
fund for the construction 
of a Sunday school hall. Over the years, the tireless and generous support of the 
Cardinia Ladies Guild allowed necessary maintenance activities and other works 
to be carried out.

Cardinia Celebrates its Centenary

The exterior of Cardinia Church.
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Mr Graeme Dodson has 
been the organist since 
1954, filling this post at 
a most opportune time 
when it became vacant. 
He is also a long-serving 
elder at Cardinia.

At the time of the 90th 
anniversary celebrations, 
a memorial window was 
installed and dedicated 
to the pioneers of the 
Cardinia district.

The church continues to 
be active in the commu-
nity, with services held 
at 9.30 am each Sunday. 
The minister is the Rev. 
Peter Roberts. The Koo 
Wee Rup Presbyterian 
Church is also part of 
this charge.

(Ed.: The assistance 
of Michael North and 
Graeme Dodson in the 
preparation of this article 
is acknowledged.)

References: Cardinia Presbyterian 
Church: A celebration of 90 years 
of Christian witness 1915 to 2005.  
Cardinia Church, 2005; Pakenham 
Gazette, 18th July 2008. Church 
marks major milestone. http://
pakenham.starcommunity.com.au/gazette/2008-07-18/church-marks-major-milestone/; South Bourke and Mornington 
Journal (Richmond Vic: 1872-1930), Thursday 14th October 1915, p.2. Presbyterian Church, Cardinia.  http://trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/article/66188620; Victorian Places: Cardinia. http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/cardinia.

The interior of Cardinia Presbyterian Church.

The foundation stone of the church.
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In Memoriam

Stephen Chi-Keung Tam
3rd June 1934 – 31st May 2015

Stephen Tam was born in Macau on 3rd June 1934, 
the oldest of eight children. Two sisters still live in 
Hong Kong, another sister in China, and two broth-
ers in Canada. One brother and one sister prede-
ceased him.

Stephen migrated to Australia just prior to the 1956 
Olympic Games held in Melbourne. He first went to 
Innisfail, north Queensland, to stay with a school friend, 

but soon moved to Melbourne, where he began studies at the Melbourne Bible 
Institute (now the Melbourne School of Theology). After three years there he began 
to train as a radiographer at Box Hill Hospital, where he had to support himself 
through his studies. The senior radiologist, Dr Monk, approached Stephen, inviting 
him to take a position at the Austin Hospital, where he remained for over 50 years. It 
was there that Stephen met his future wife, Rosie, during her nursing training.

As well as his commitment to work as a radiographer, Stephen became a pastor at 
the Chinese Church of Christ, Carlton, where he served for over 30 years, leading 
worship services and in pastoral care.

Stephen and Rosie were married at Scots’ Church by the Rev. Ray Russell OBE on 
27th February 1971. After living at Footscray for a short period, they moved into 
their new home in Doncaster. They had two children: Andrew and Melinda, who 
were both baptised at Scots’ Church. Stephen was devoted to his family and sup-
ported his children in every way he could as they grew up. When the family grew to 
include Andrew’s wife Trish, grandchildren Harrison and Ava, and Melinda’s partner 
Dileepa, Stephen was delighted.

A love of travel allowed Stephen to combine this with attending conferences, both 
in Australia and overseas. He also had a high regard for his Chinese heritage and 
culture, and was proud of the traditions of his homeland.

Stephen was a member of Scots’ Church for many years.
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After a long illness, Stephen died at Caritas Christi Hospice on 31st May 2015. A 
funeral service was held at the Reflections of Life Chapel, Tobin Brothers, Doncaster, 
on 10th June. The Rev. Douglas Robertson participated in the service, which was 
conducted by a celebrant.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Rosie, Andrew and Trish, Melinda and Dileepa, 
and Harrison and Ava, and to Stephen’s many friends.

The Rev. Ray Russell

The Rev. Ray Russell OBE was an associate minister at Scots’ Church from 
1966 to 1976, during the ministry of the Rev. Gordon Powell.

Born in 1906 at Tweed Heads, NSW, he moved with his family to Newcastle where 
he grew up. He went on to study accountancy and auditing, working as a junior 
accountant.

Russell studied for the ministry in Sydney and was ordained in 1935. He was called 
to Yass, moving to Cootamundra two years later. Following the outbreak of World 
War II, he became an army chaplain, later transferring to the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF). He served as a chaplain in Australia and New Guinea before being 
posted to the RAAF Overseas Headquarters in London, where he had an exten-
sive area of responsibility reaching as far as the Azores, Iceland and the Shetland 
Islands, as well as Britain.

On his return to Australia, Russell was appointed a Presbyterian staff chaplain at 
RAAF Headquarters, Melbourne, retiring from this position in 1965. He continued 
as a part-time chaplain for another few years and took up a position as an associ-
ate minister at Scots’. His role was a broad pastoral one, with responsibility for the 
Sunday school, Joint Mission, membership classes and visitation. He also chaired 
the Board of Management. He was known as possessing the common touch, and 
was highly regarded by the congregation. He retired in 1976 and died in 1982.

References: Australian Dictionary of Biography. Russell, Raymond Charles (1906 – 1982). http://adb.anu.edu.au/
biography/russell-raymond-charles-14187; Ward, Rowland S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 
1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Publishing, North Melbourne, 2014.
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The following statistics show weekday visitors to The Scots’ Church from July 
2014 to June 2015. It does not represent all visitors, as some leave without 
signing the visitors’ book, while others come into the church for prayer or 
contemplation.

We continue to have many visitors from both Australia and overseas coming into 
Scots’ Church during the week. As well as individuals, families or friends, groups 
also come to visit. Some who come have a link with the church, either personally or 
through their forebears.

A visitor from New Zealand in July 2014 was the great-grandson of Dr Thomas 
McMillan, a faithful member who served on the Board of Management of Scots’ 
Church from 1870 to 1883. Until the establishment of the Board of Management, 
elders and trustees took responsibility for this task. In 1859, seven men from the 
congregation were elected, with the number increased to 16 in 1868. Half the man-
agers retired annually, with the opportunity for re-election. Later, it was recognised 
that elders were ex officio members of the board.

McMillan was also superintendent of the Sunday school from at least 1871 until his 
resignation from the position in 1879.

The Weekday Welcome Desk

International visitors

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
277 252 226 147 186 253 198 402 316 197 244 223 2,921

Australian visitors

Victoria

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
266 169 155 127 151 126 85 131 94 156 149 244 1,853

Interstate

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total
140 87 56 54 56 62 48 80 62 68 71 74 858
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In May 2015, the great-
great-grandson of 
John Gardiner visited. 
Gardiner was the first 
president of the Port 
Phillip Temperance 
Society, founded in 1837 
and supported by the 
Rev. James Forbes, min-
ister at Scots’ Church, 
from its inception. Not 
successful in gather-
ing wide support, it 
was succeeded by 
the Melbourne Total 
Abstinence Society, 
founded in 1842, of 
which Forbes was presi-
dent for some years.

More recently, a grandfather came in to visit the church with his granddaughters 
Lara and Emily. Born and baptised in Greenock, Scotland, he was married in Scots’ 
Church by the Rev. Ray Russell. His daughter, the mother of Lara and Emily, was bap-
tised at Scots’.

Visiting groups over the year have included many students, some accompanied by 
teachers, from secondary schools around Melbourne; Probus clubs; a walking club; 
Melbourne City Council volunteers; a group from the Uniting Church; and some 
groups of international tourists.

Our thanks to all who serve on the Welcome Desk, allowing visitors to enjoy the 
beauty and peace of  the church during the week. Our appreciation to Eric Pretty 
who compiles the monthly statistics.

Reference:  Ward, Rowland S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly 
Publishing, North Melbourne, 2014.

Visitors Lara and Emily with a photo of the Rev. Ray Russell in the 
background.
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Bible Places
Capernaum
Capernaum, a large fishing village and busy trading centre, played an im-
portant part in Christ’s life and ministry. After he left Nazareth where he had 
grown up, Jesus lived in Capernaum, which became the setting of many acts 
and miracles during his ministry.

Situated four kilometres 
from the Jordan River 
and 16 kilometres from 
Tiberias, Capernaum 
was located on the 
northern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. 
Archaeological evi-
dence indicates that it 
became established as 
a town about the sec-
ond century BC, which 
explains why it is not 
mentioned in the Old 
Testament. Abandoned 
over 1,000 years ago, 
it was rediscovered by 
archaeologists in the 
19th century. In 1838, 
Edward Robinson, an 
American explorer, dis-
covered the ruins of the 
ancient town. In 1866, 
the remains of the syna-
gogue were identified. 
Extensive excavations 

A view of the Capernaum ruins.
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The ruins of Capernaum near the house of Peter.
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began in 1905, con-
tinuing throughout the 
20th century and on to 
recent years.

The layout of the an-
cient town was quite 
regular. Walls of houses 
were constructed with 
coarse basalt blocks, re-
inforced with mud and 
stone. A typical house 
included a courtyard 
where there was a cir-

cular furnace, grain mills, and a set of stone stairs leading to a flat roof. Floors were 
cobbled, and openings in the walls allowed light into the rooms. The building 
was single storey, with the roof made of light wooden beams and thatch mixed 
with mud.

A partly reconstructed synagogue, dating from the fourth or fifth century, is thought 
to have been built on the foundations of the original synagogue in which Jesus 
taught. This would have been constructed using the local black basalt. The later 
building was an impressive structure made from white limestone brought from dis-
tant quarries. It had ornately carved decorations, and consisted of a praying hall, a 
western patio, a southern balustrade and another smaller room. The internal walls 
were covered with painted plaster, fragments of which were found during excava-
tion. It is the largest synagogue discovered in Israel.

Excavations have also revealed a residence that became the focus of early Christian 
attention as the house of Peter the Apostle. A large Byzantine church was built over 
this site in the fifth century, with pilgrims visiting the church as the house of Peter. This 
church consisted of a central octagon with eight pillars, surrounded by an exterior 
octagon. There was a portico that led to the interior of the church, as well as to a com-
plex of associated buildings. Later, a passage linking the buildings was blocked and a 
pool for baptisms was constructed. Some mosaics survive, the pattern in the portico 
being geometric, featuring circles and crosses. Plants and flowers were represent-

The ruins of the great synagogue at Capernaum.
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ed in the central and 
external areas of the oc-
tagon. The church was 
later destroyed. Now, an 
ultra-modern Roman 
Catholic church hovers 
above the excavation 
site, protecting it.

Today, the ruins of 
Capernaum are owned 
by two churches: the 
Fransciscans control 
the western section, 
including the ruins of 
the synagogue, and 
a Greek Orthodox 
monastery owns the 
eastern area.

Multiple references 
to Capernaum, where 
Jesus was so active 
during the years of 
his ministry, occur in 
all four gospels. Some 
of the many notable events that took place there include: the casting of an evil 
spirit from a man in the synagogue, the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law on the 
Sabbath, casting out of demons, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, the healing 
of a paralysed man lowered down through a roof, and the healing of the servant 
of a Roman centurion.

References: BiblePlaces.Com. Capernaum.  http://www.bibleplaces.com/capernaum.htm; See the Holy Land. 
Capernaum. http://www.seetheholyland.net/capernaum/; WebBible Encyclopedia. Capernaum  http://www.
christiananswers.net/dictionary/capernaum.html; Wikipedia. Capernaum. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capernaum.

Visitors on the road to Capernaum. 
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Across
1. The tax collector prayed, 

asking God to be what?
6. Jesus entered Jericho 

where there was a tax 
collector named what?

8. When Jesus told the rich 
ruler to sell his goods and 
give to the poor, he was 
what?

10. What sort of tree did 
Zacchaeus climb to see 
Jesus?

12. Zacchaeus could not see 
Jesus because he was 
small of _______.

13. Jesus said, ‘Let the 
children come to me … 
for to such belongs what? 
(3 words)

14. A rich ruler asked Jesus 
how to inherit what? (2 
words)

Down
2. Jesus said that the blind 

man’s _____ had made 
him well.

3. To what city was Jesus 
travelling toward with his 
disciples?

4. As Jesus drew near to 
Jericho, he saw a blind 
man _______.

5. Jesus told the parable of the tax collector and the ________.
7. When the blind man knew that Jesus was passing by, what did he do? (2 words)
9. Everyone who humbles himself will be _______.
11. For a rich man, it is easier to pass through the eye of what, than to enter God’s kingdom?
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Want to join us at Scots’?

You’d be sure of
a warm welcome.

Please contact the Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on (03) 9877 1252.
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