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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Dear Friends,

As I sat in the church hall enjoying the PWMU 
Christmas breakup lunch, filling up with sausage rolls, 
party pies and the most exquisite home-made desserts 
that the ladies had all brought in, for some reason the 
little poem came to mind: ‘Christmas is coming, the 
geese are getting fat’. Or maybe the minister is!

Christmas is a time of feasting, which is a very biblical pastime. I have often 
preached on the parable of the king who gave a wedding feast for his son (Mat. 22), 
making the point that in comparing the Kingdom of Heaven to a great banquet, 

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson

Christmas is a time of feasting.
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 ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour’ (Luke 1:46-47, ESV).

Alison, Mairi and Duncan join me in extending
Christmas greetings to you all.

Douglas Robertson
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Jesus is telling us that it’s a great place to be, a place we want to be, something we 
should aspire to and hope for and strive towards.

Like a typical wedding celebration (let alone a royal one), the blessings of God 
are more than enough to satisfy your every need, with plenty left over to be shared 
around with abundant generosity.

Yes, Christmas can sometimes seem like a very godless celebration of greed and 
gluttony, but when the spirit of generosity is in our giving rather than our wanting, 
when it is shared with those most in need, when it is used to connect with new 
friends or to renew old or previously damaged relationships, then it truly is the 
Spirit of God infusing and sanctifying our festival.

So have a great Christmas, don’t be shy about having fun and eating your fill, be 
generous with your time as much as with your money, invite someone to join you 
who won’t expect that invitation, and stop for a moment around the family table to 
say ‘thank you’ to God the Father, for throwing this wedding party for his son Jesus.

Douglas
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A Special Event for the
Evening Congregation

By far the biggest event during the last six months for 
the Engage 5.00 pm congregation has been the mar-
riage of Matthew Dickinson and Jasmine Hong.

The wedding took place at 1.30 pm on 29th August 
2015 in Scots’ Church and the reception followed in the Werner Brodbeck Hall.

In preparation for leading the 5.00 pm service the following day, and as a thank you 
to the 5.00 pm congregation, I wrote the following service note:

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Jasmine and Matt with all their relatives and friends, at their reception in the Werner Brodbeck Hall.
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It is great to welcome 
every one tonight. 
I want to espe-
cially welcome Matt 
and Jasmine, and 
Jasmine’s brother and 
sister: Sun Sung and 
Mi Young.

May I say that yes-
terday I was really 
encouraged—and 
humbled—by the 
way that we, as a 
congregation, worked 
together and support-
ed Matt and Jasmine 
on the day of their 
wedding. The service 
was beautiful and fit-
ting to the occasion, 
with the musicians—
whom we are calling 
the ‘Engage Chamber 
Orchestra’(Eva Loo, 
Kate and Douglas 
Jackson, and Alison 
Robertson, with 
Duncan Robertson on 
sound)—adding their 
important contribu-
tion to the day. Then 
there was all the help: 
the setting up, the food, the beautiful wedding cake (made by the Hanna fam-
ily), the cleaning up, the drinks, the kitchen, decorations and the ‘chairing of 
ceremonies’ at the reception, made it in so many ways feel like a church fam-
ily wedding, especially in the way that we were able to work with Matt and 

The Engage 5.00 pm congregation, who shared with Jasmine 
and Matt in their special day.

Jasmine and Matt with the musicians, whose musical offerings 
were very much enjoyed by all.



 ‘You shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people From their sins’ (mat. 1:21, ESV).

Let the true meaning of Christmas shine this year. Celebrate 
Jesus, the light of the world!

Have a blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

Best wishes from Richard, Rosemary,
Madeline and Emily O'Brien
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Jasmine’s families to make it the special day that it was, for them and for us. 
As one of Matt’s parents’ friends said to me, ‘I could have sat there and listened 
to the musicians play all day.’

Congregational celebrations, such as Jasmine and Matt’s wedding, are as memora-
ble as they are special and personal.

The passage that was preached on that day was John 15:9-15. It is the passage 
where Jesus explained to the disciples in the Upper Room discourse, that Jesus’ 
disciples are his friends. Jesus explains how friendship develops from a relationship 
that has a foundation built upon vulnerable transparency and sacrificial loyalty. 
These are the two qualities that forge a marriage with a strong friendship basis.

In this Christmas season, as we remember the birth of the Messiah, God becoming 
man, these two qualities of friendship—vulnerable transparency and sacrificial loy-
alty—were perfectly modelled by Jesus—Immanuel—God with us.

Richard
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Christmas Greetings

In many ways this has been a very exciting year for 
the Currie Clan: Gwen and I were delighted to be 
able to celebrate our ruby wedding anniversary with 
all our friends at Scots’ Church; then over to the UK 
for the birth of our first granddaughter, Isla; Gwen’s 

‘special’ birthday dinner (I’m too much of a gentleman to mention a lady’s age, 
and besides, she’d murder me!); then back over to the UK in October for our 
daughter’s wedding.

Assistant Minister
The Rev. David Currie

David and Gwen’s daughter Merle and her husband, Charlie Slade.



 ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which 
means, “God with us”’ (Mat. 1:23, ESV).

Our prayer is that you may truly discover that God is indeed 
with you throughout the remainder of this year, and on into 
the New Year of 2016.

David and Gwen Currie
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These have been wonderful times and will be treasured memories always. However, 
just like everyone else, we’ve also had our periods of challenge and crisis to cope 
with: family issues, health issues, and many of the other things that are all part of 
life’s journey.

What helps through it all is the prayers of fellow church members, the support 
of faithful friends, and the assurance that God’s love will never fail. That’s what 
Christmas is all about.

With grateful thanks once again for all your best wishes and support throughout the 
year, and wishing you God’s richest blessings for the future.

David
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The Problem of Evil
and the Power of the Gospel

We live in a world where evil is a reality that we simply 
cannot avoid. Every time we turn on the news, things 
like conflicts between nations, incurable diseases, 
natural disasters, acts of terrorism, crime, are no longer 
strange to our ears. Even living in the world’s most 

liveable city does not make us immune from death, family breakdown, domestic vio-
lence, financial loss, and so on. The list is endless! Furthermore, we are not comforted 
by the fact that what we read in the papers or see in the news is merely the tip of the 
iceberg. We know that even right now while were are reading this article, more evil is 
underfoot—and sooner or later, we too may experience it to lesser or larger degree.

There are many questions that one could ask and attempt to answer when it comes 
to the problem of evil. However, perhaps one of the most practical questions is this: 
as a follower of Jesus Christ, how can I face the problem of evil around me, as well 
as what has or will happen to me?

In 1978, prominent American Rabbi Harold Kushner wrote a book entitled, When 
Bad Things Happen to Good People. In that book, Kushner basically concludes that 
God is doing His best and accompanies people in their suffering, but at the end of 
the day, He is not fully able to prevent it. In other words, Kushner believes that God 
is an all-loving God, but He is not all-powerful.

While I can fully sympathise with Kushner’s sentiment, unfortunately he’s not 
describing the God of the Bible. The Word of God is clear that God is all-loving, yet 
also all-powerful. And this is nowhere clearer than at God’s revelation in the person 
and work of Jesus. In other words, we can face the problem of evil because in Jesus 
Christ we have a God that is both all-loving and also all-powerful. There are many 
facets of this truth that we could explore, but allow me just to mention three of them.

God is all-loving and all-powerful, He is patient towards us

Suppose if I owned a couple of properties, one rented out to an immaculately 
clean graphic designer and the other to a hopeless slob party animal. If both of 

Minister, Indonesian Congregation
The Rev. Christian Tirtha
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them refuse to pay the rent after repeated requests, who would I evict? I hope you’d 
say both of them, because that would definitely be right. You see the problem is not 
how clean or messy they manage to keep my property (although that would be a 
bonus!), but the real problem is their disregard to the owner’s right. When we think 
about the problem of evil, it is easy to think about the bad things that are happen-
ing out there or the bad experiences we have had with other people—it is counter 
intuitive to think that the problem begins with us. We are the ungrateful tenants 
who refuse to give God the glory due to His name. All the while God continues to 
display His all-loving and all-powerful care towards us. Each day that you and I are 
alive is a tangible proof of God’s patience to us. The Apostle Paul says, ‘Do you pre-
sume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?’ (Romans 2:4, ESV).

God is all-loving and all-powerful, He saves us

Christianity is the only religion in the world that worships a God who suffers. It is one 
thing for God to be patient with us, it is quite another for God to actually save us. The 
reason why Jesus had to live a perfect life and die on the cross is because none of 
us will be able to reach the standard of goodness that God rightfully demands of us. 
The poem Jesus of the Scars by Edward Shillito lucidly describes this:

The other gods were strong; but Thou wast weak;
They rode, but Thou didst stumble to a throne;

But to our wounds only God’s wounds can speak,
And not a god has wounds, but Thou alone.

We might not understand the problem of evil until we reach eternity, but in this pre-
sent age God has given us something better. He has given us something better than an 
answer: He gave us the Answerer Himself. Since we too are plagued with the problem 
of evil, what we ultimately need is not philosophical (or even theological) reason-
ing, but Someone who is both willing and able to save us. Only through the death of 
Christ do we find that this all-loving and all-powerful God comes to our aid in a way 
that we could never imagine. At the cross we see the worst crime ever committed by 
humankind in all history—the killing of the Son of God. And yet, from that same cross, 
we also see the best good that God could ever perform in all history—the salvation of 
mankind. This is why it is called the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ.

God is all-loving and all-powerful, He cares for us

The gospel both saves us from the problem of evil and helps us to face the problem 
of evil in our daily lives. Christians too, are not immune to a life of suffering. We who 



have put our trust in Jesus Christ can be sure that we have a God who is abundant in 
love and incontestable in authority. When we set our faith on Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, we can say with Job of old, ‘I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but 
now my eye sees you’ (Job 42:5). The worst that we could experience—eternal sepa-
ration from God—has been dealt with by Jesus on the cross. The best that we will 
have—eternal union with God—has been proven by Jesus in His resurrection from 
the dead. For the unbelievers, this world is the only heaven that they could experi-
ence; but for the believers, this world is the only hell that they could go through.

As we come towards the end of 2015, let us rest our faith in the glorious truth that 
this all-loving and all-powerful God has indeed come near to us, through His Son’s 
life, death, resurrection, ascension—and one day, His coming again.

Christian

 ‘Man’s maker was made man that He, Ruler of 
the stars, might nurse at His mother’s breast; that 
the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, the 
Light sleep, the Way be tired on its journey; that 
Truth might be accused of false witnesses, the 
Teacher be beaten with whips, the Foundation be 
suspended on wood; that Strength might grow 
weak; that the Healer might be wounded; that 
Life might die. ’ (Augustine)

May you have a blessed time celebrating
the One whose birth is a our
gateway to heaven.

Christmas greetings from
Christian, Milka, Carson
and Harmony Tirtha
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Updates

When the Presbytery comes calling

What makes Presbyterian churches Presbyterian is the 
Presbytery. The Presbytery is the court of the Church, 
with responsibility for overseeing the parishes and 
congregations within its geographical bounds. The 

Scots’ Church and St Stephen’s are located within the bounds of the Presbytery of 
Melbourne West, along with 11 other Presbyterian parishes.

One of Presbytery’s responsibilities is to conduct a formal visit to each of its constit-
uent churches every five years. As I write this, St Stephen’s, Flemington, is expecting 
our Presbytery visit on 8th November. Presbytery typically appoints a three-person 
committee to carry out the visit: two ministers and an elder. In our case, the visi-
tation committee consists of the Rev. John Ellis, the Rev. Matthew Tegart and Mr 
Andrew Deeming.

The committee’s visit program includes attending worship, inspecting the church 
premises and grounds, and holding a series of meetings with the congregation, the 
Board of Management, the elders and the minister.

The purposes for five-yearly Presbytery visits are:

•	 To acquaint itself with the church’s state of affairs;

•	 To strengthen the minister, the elders, the office bearers and the members of the 
congregation;

•	 To advise where anything appears to be unsatisfactory or not in accord with 
church law; and

•	 To give suitable counsel and encouragement.

Presbytery’s five-yearly visit is an important event in the life of St Stephen’s congre-
gation. It gives us the opportunity to review our progress over the last five years and 
receive advice about how we might go forward.

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court



The choir flourishes

Under the leadership of 
Ricky Sihombing, our St 
Stephen’s choir continues 
to delight and uplift us 
on a regular basis. It sings 
during our monthly bilin-
gual worship services 
and on special occasions. 
We are particularly look-
ing forward to what the 
choir will offer during 
our Christmas and New 
Year celebrations.

Phil The choir at St Stephen’s, under the leadership of Ricky Sihombing.

 ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth’ (John 1:14, ESV).

May your celebration of Christmas fill you with joy,
wonder and thankfulness for all that God has
done for you in sending us His only
begotten Son.

Phil and Deb Court
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Plants of the Bible
Two Species of Poplar

Two different types of poplar are 
mentioned in the Bible: the white 
poplar (Populus alba) and the 
Euphrates poplar (Populus euphra-
tica). Both are members of the 
family Salicaceae, to which the wil-
lows also belong.

The white poplar grows commonly 
along river banks in Israel, and is found 
frequently around the spring of Banias, 
one of the main sources of the Jordan 
River. It is thought to be the poplar re-
ferred to in Genesis 30:37, where Jacob 
took fresh sticks of poplar, together 
with those of almond and plane trees, 
peeling them to use in an experiment 
with his flocks of sheep and goats.

A deciduous tree of medium height, the white poplar grows to 27 metres, with a 
trunk up to two metres in diameter. The bark is smooth, greyish to greenish white, 
with characteristic diamond shaped dark marks that become blackish and fissured 
on old trees. Young shoots are covered with whitish-grey down. The leaves have 
five lobes with a thick layer of white down on the underside. The flowers are borne 
as catkins up to eight centimetres long, with male and female catkins growing on 
separate trees. Green seed capsules mature in late spring or early summer. The 
plant may also send out root suckers up to 30 metres from the trunk, thus form-
ing colonies. It grows as a native from Morocco and the Iberian Peninsula through 
central Europe to central Asia, and prefers moist soils in regions with hot summers 
and mild to cold winters.

The white poplar has become an invasive species in many parts of Australia, includ-
ing wetlands in Western Australia and the ACT, and along the Murrumbidgee River. It 

White poplar
(Populus alba)
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also poses a threat to vegetation along river banks in parts of Victoria. Nevertheless, 
it is still sold in nurseries around Australia.

Smaller than the white 
poplar, the Euphrates 
poplar grows to a maxi-
mum of 15 metres, with 
a girth of two and a half 
metres in favourable 
conditions. The bark is 
rough and olive-green 
in colour. The leaves vary 
considerably in shape 
and size. It is deciduous 
and, in common with 
the white poplar, has 
male and female catkins 
that grow on separate 
trees, with the tiny seeds 

being borne in small capsules. The species occurs naturally from North Africa across 
the Middle East and central Asia to western China. It grows well on land that is sea-
sonally flooded, and tolerates salinity and brackish water.

The Euphrates poplar is widely accepted as the ‘willow’ referred to in Ezekiel 17:5-6, 
and the willows by the waters of Babylon on the branches of which the exiled Jews 
hung their lyres and wept (Psalm 137:1-3).

The weeping willow, Salix babylonica, was given its name after the willows of Psalm 
137; however, this species is native to China, and did not grow in Bible lands in 
ancient times.

The leaves of the Euphrates poplar may be used as fodder for livestock, and the 
trees provide a source of timber. It is also a useful plant for afforestation initiatives in 
desert regions with saline soils.

References: Old Dominion University Plant Site: Euphrates and White Poplar. http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/Bible/poplar.
php; Wikipedia: Populusalba. https://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/Populus_alba; Wikipedia: Populuseuphratica. https://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/
Populus_euphratica; Zohary, M. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

A specimen of the Euphrates poplar growing in the Gobi Desert, China.
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During the celebrations to mark the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, the members and visitors of The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, were 
invited to write messages of congratulations to Her Majesty.

These were then collated and combined to form a book that was forwarded to 
Buckingham Palace.

Some time later, Andrew North, then administrator, received a reply from the 
Queen’s Lady-in-Waiting as shown in the following images.

Judith Kilmartin

A Royal Thank You
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We warmly welcome Sebert Ruddock as our new Administrator at Scots’ 
Church. His current appointment is for three months. In his own words, 
Sebert is ‘keeping the seat warm’ for the next person to be appointed.

An accountant by profession, 
Sebert migrated to Australia from 
Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1981. 
Since that time, he has worked in a 
number of fields, including the trans-
port and logistics industry. He was chief 
financial officer for the Telstra Directory 
Unit (now called Sensis) prior to his 
appointment as executive director of 
Administration and Finance for the 
Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania, a position he held for 10 
years prior to retiring in February 2014.

Recently, Sebert was approached 
regarding the possibility of taking up 
the position of Administrator at Scots’ 
on a short term arrangement, which 
he agreed to do. He brings with him a 
wealth of experience, both in the com-
mercial world and in the church setting.

Sebert is married to Sofie; they have five children and eight grandchildren. One of 
the highlights of Sebert’s retirement has been working as a volunteer guide at the 
Werribee Open Range Zoo, allowing him to spend time with African wildlife, which 
is one of his passions. He is also a director of Christian radio station 89.9 Light FM.

We look forward to meeting Sebert over the next few months as he takes up 
his responsibilities at Scots’ Church. He will be ably supported by our office 
and administrative staff: Secretary Wendy Gregory, Bookkeeper Murray Hirst, 
Administration Reliever Jonathan North, Church Officer Ken Bowden and Building 
Officer Rick Holt.

Introducing Sebert Ruddock, Administrator

Sebert Ruddock, who commenced as Administrator 
of Scots’ Church on 9th November 2015.
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Honourable Healers: Pioneering Women Doctors

Dr Merrilyn Murnane AM of the Scots’ Church congregation has published a book 
about the first women doctors in the USA, UK and Australia. Honourable Healers: 
Pioneering Women Doctors: Elizabeth Blackwell, Elizabeth Garrett and Constance 
Stone tells the story of three women of vision and courage, who gave honour to the 
field of medicine.

In the mid 19th century, middle-class Australian, British and American women were 
expected to remain at home as wives and mothers. Teaching was their only respect-
able career choice; even nursing was frowned upon—and they were not even 
allowed to vote. But many women, at all levels of society, wanted to be treated by 
female doctors.

Although women had served their communities for centuries as midwives and 
dispensers of herbal medicines and nursing care, the first woman in modern times 
to be permitted to study medicine formally was Elizabeth Blackwell (1821–1910). 
She was born in England, but her family moved to America when she was about 
11. Her father, Samuel, was a sugar refiner, an industry that depended on slave 
labour on plantations, but the family was of a strong Congregationalist faith and 
Samuel wanted to devise new methods that would no longer need to exploit slaves. 
Elizabeth was active in the abolition movement; her decision to become a doctor 
was inspired by a religious and moral imperative, to use medical care as a way to 
improve the moral situation of her patients, rather than by a scientific calling.

In England, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (1836–1917), who came from a relatively afflu-
ent merchant family, achieved many firsts: first British woman to qualify as a physician 
and surgeon in her own country, co-founder of the first British hospital staffed by 
women, first woman dean of a British medical school, and first woman to earn the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine in France. More radical in her politics than Elizabeth 
Blackwell, she was active in the suffragist movement, served on London’s school 
board and, in later life, as mayor of the town of Aldeburgh, where she had grown up.

‘The first Australian lady doctor’ was Dr Constance Stone (1856–1902). Constance 
was born in Hobart to English-born parents (an organ builder and a governess). In 

Book Review
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1872, the family moved 
to Melbourne, where 
Constance at first fol-
lowed the traditional 
path of conducting class-
es for girls in the family 
home, and then studied 
painting at the National 
Gallery School. However, 
in 1884, she decided 
to study medicine. To 
follow this novel ambi-
tion she was obliged to 
leave Australia, as the 
University of Melbourne 
medical school refused 
to admit women until 
1887. She studied 
in the USA, Canada 
and England (meet-
ing Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson) and, when she 
came home in 1890, was 
the first woman accepted 
by Victoria’s Medical 
Board of Registration.

Constance married Dr 
David Egryn Jones, a min-
ister of the Welsh Church 
and also a medical 
doctor, and they had one daughter. By 1895 there were 14 qualified women physi-
cians in Victoria, including Constance’s younger sister Clara and their cousin Mary 
Page Stone. Constance realised that women doctors needed to support each other 
professionally in a hostile male environment; on 22 March she invited the 14 to a 
meeting at her home in East Melbourne, and Australia’s first association of medical 
women was born: the Victorian Medical Women’s Society, which thrives even today.

The book cover.



The following year, Constance led a group of 11 women doctors to found, initially 
in the hall of her husband’s church in La Trobe Street, the Queen Victoria Hospital 
for Women and Children. This was a hospital run pro feminis a feminis (by women, 
for women). The ‘Queen Vic’, as it would come to be fondly known by generations 
of Melburnians, grew into a teaching hospital of high repute, which in 1987 merged 
with Prince Henry’s Hospital to become Monash Medical Centre.

And this brings us full circle, as the author, Merrilyn Murnane, worked at both the 
Queen Vic and Monash as a paediatrician. After retiring she began to learn about 
the pioneering women in her profession, and felt how important it is for young 
doctors, in particular, to understand their heritage and appreciate the struggles of 
their predecessors.

Honourable Healers is available from Australian Scholarly Publishing (http://www.
scholarly.info/book/441/) and Readings in Carlton.

Belinda Nemec
Editor
Honourable Healers 

 ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!’
(Luke 2:14, ESV).

My wish for each of you is that the joy of Christmas
will fill your heart with warmth in the knowledge of God’s 
love for you. May we remember with gratitude
the birth of Christ and all that it
has meant down the years.

God’s blessings be with
you always.

Rae Anstee
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Between October and November, the Indonesian congregation has the privilege 
and joy to admit to communicant membership the following persons: Jessica M. 
Budimartono, Elika A. Christiawan, Samuel Danielo, Indra Danny, Nadia C. Darshana, 
Daniel Hamdani, Dani Indrianto, Linda Khong, Evita Lie, Hendy Nathaniel, Ricky Njoto, 
Sheilla Njoto, Sahala Prasetyo (Uwik), Muti Y. Rotua, Christian Sutjiadi, Ricky Tanudjaja, 
Febriany Tjiandra, Siaw Yen Tjong (Lia), Kenichi L. Tobing, and Kezia A. Wijaya.

We are also grateful for the babies that were born and baptised in our midst: 
Nathaniel Lim (son of Dani and Lia Indrianto) and Hope Gracio Lan (daughter of 
Ivan and Christiana Novianto). We pray that their admission into God's covenant of 
people here are Scots' may increase the testimony of the gospel in this community.

Christian

The Rev. Christian Tirtha with new members and baptisms.

New Members for the Indonesian Congregation
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The Scots’ Church Grand 
Final Midweek Service, 
held on 30th September, 
was a day of many 
highlights. The service 
was conducted by the 
Rev. David Currie, with 
the Rev. Geoff Shepherd, 
Chaplain of the 
Richmond Football Club, 
as the guest preacher.

Mrs Isabelle Scott, 
Chaplain to St Albans 
Spurs Victorian Women’s 
Football League led the 
congregation in prayer 
and the Old Testament 
lesson from Genesis 28:10-19 was read by the Rev. Alistair Macrae, Wesley Church, 
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.

The music was provided by members of the Crossway Worship Band, and the con-
gregation sang two selected hymns: This I Believe and Amazing Grace with great 
enthusiasm.

Our guest preacher, the Rev. Geoff Shepherd, in his sermon ‘The God-forsaken place’ 
spoke of how Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I wasn’t even aware of it!’ Geoff told the congregation many football players 
find themselves in similar situations not knowing that God is there for them. Geoff 
said the passage read from Genesis provides guidance to him to make sure he is 
available when a player requires support and to give the message God is always 
there to watch over them. The congregation was very pleased to hear the Word of 
God preached by Geoff and listened to the work he is doing as Chaplain to the 
Richmond Football Club.

AFL Grand Final Midweek Service

The speaker, the Rev. Geoff Shepherd (left) and the Rev. David Currie, 
with the Melbourne Football Club AFL Premiership Cup, 1964, loaned 
for the service.



 P a g e  2 3

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5

The extra media coverage of the service was made special by the Rev. David 
Currie being interviewed by Waleed Aly on ABC 774 on the morning of the Grand 
Final Service. This was followed up by a journalist from ABC News interviewing 
David and speaking with a number of worshippers who attended the service. The 
interviews and a report of the service were then broadcast on the ABC News web-
site later in the day. Additionally, Channel 7 gave coverage of the service on their 
6.00 pm news.

Once again, the bluestone facade of the church was decorated with balloons of 
the team colours of the two Grand Final sides: West Coast and Hawthorn. The fund 
raising team worked tirelessly in cooking sausages and providing tea and coffee for 
sale to the public in Collins Street. Through their hard work, they raised $1,000 for 
Sports Chaplaincy Australia. Thank you to Dennis Conradi, Roy Searle, Ian Marshall, 
Lois and Gordon Taylor, Don Boyd, Adam Thrussell, Barry and Judith Kilmartin, 
Barbara Noisette, Nina Braistead, and Margaret Lowe for their support for the Grand 
Final Service.

The Grand Final Service is a special day in the life of our church and we look for-
ward to continuing this service in 2016.

Robert Lowe

The Rev. David Currie (left) and 
Robert Lowe.

Some members of the Sausage Sizzle team at work.
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Eric Pretty

It was 50 years ago, on 14th November 1965, that Eric Pretty was ordained as 
an elder at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Box Hill. This marked a signifi-
cant step for Eric in a lifetime of service to church and community.

Eric grew up in the Methodist tradition, first in Mooroopna, later moving to 
Frankston with the family, where they attended the Methodist church there for 

some years. At this time, 
Frankston was a coun-
try town, rather than 
the suburb it is today. 
Another move of the 
family to Elsternwick 
saw Eric involved in the 
Methodist church there 
for about seven years, 
until his marriage to 
Beverley at St Andrew’s, 
Box Hill, where she 
had grown up and was 
a member. Eric trans-
ferred his membership 
to St Andrew’s, where 
he became an active 
participant in church 
activities. He joined the 
choir, in which he sang 
for 24 years.

In 1961, Eric was 
elected to the Board 
of Management at St 
Andrew’s, on which he 

Interview

Eric Pretty.
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served until November 
1965, when he was 
ordained as an elder 
and elected to the Kirk 
Session. At that time, St 
Andrew’s had one of the 
largest Presbyterian con-
gregations in Australia, 
with over 900 members, 
and a Sunday school 
with hundreds of chil-
dren. The church, which 
held 500, was full to over-
flowing for many of its 
services. There were 48 

elders and about the same number of members on the Board of Management. The 
minister at the time, the Rev. S. W. Ray, provided strong leadership for St Andrew’s in 
its finest days.

The duties of the elders at St Andrew’s at that time were documented in some 
detail. As is usual practice, each elder had a district to look after, which included 
members and adherents. The Sunday prior to Communion Sunday was known 
as Preparation Sunday, and elders were expected to deliver communion cards 
prior to this. Communion Sunday was recognised and recorded in the minutes 
as a Session meeting, commencing with prayer in the vestry prior to the morn-
ing worship service and closing with the benediction at the conclusion of the 
evening service. On Communion Sunday, two elders were delegated to receive 
communion cards at the door as members arrived for the service. Prior to the 
commencement of the service, the cards were bundled up and placed under the 
communion table.

Each Sunday, two elders were delegated to stand at the front door of church, to 
offer the right hand of fellowship to all who came in to the service, in addition to 
the duty managers who handed out the orders of service and acted as ushers.

When the congregation of St Andrew’s elected to become ‘Uniting’ at the time of 
church union in 1977, Eric remained there as a member, but demitted as an elder. 

St Andrew’s, Box Hill.
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He and Beverley finally decided to make a move to another church in 1979 and, 
after some deliberation, chose Canterbury Presbyterian Church, where the Rev. Alec 
Stevens was minister at the time. Eric joined the choir and became a member of 
the Board of Management there. He was inducted as an elder in 1983. The change 
from St Andrew’s was a major one, with the Kirk Session at Canterbury consisting of 
only five members. The position of secretary of the Board of Management became 
vacant, and Eric decided to take this on. It was a busy time at Canterbury, as the 
church was celebrating its centenary. However, the Rev. Stevens had retired by now, 
Beverley did not feel at home there, and the church was facing other issues at the 
time. Eric resigned from his secretarial position after a year and they began to think 
about a move.

Eric and Beverley had been to Scots’ on several occasions to hear Turnbull Trust 
preachers, and decided to move to Scots’ Church, transferring their membership 
in 1991. In the following years, they travelled widely, 
including a wonderful holiday in Africa, and another 
lasting almost six months when they travelled around 
the world. Beverley’s health then deteriorated and 
after some years of illness, sadly she died in 2003.

In 2005, Eric was elected to the Board of Management, 
and was inducted as an elder in 2007. As well as his 
duties as an elder, Eric faithfully fulfils other responsi-
bilities: he compiles the statistics for weekday visitors 
to the church; he sets up the Information Table for the 
‘social hour’ after morning worship each Sunday; and 
is the ‘envelope secretary’ for the ‘Planned Giving’ pro-
gram. Eric attends each Wednesday lunchtime service 
in his role as an elder, and stays on at the Welcome 
Desk for the afternoon. He is a long serving member 
of the Outreach Committee.

In so many ways, Eric has given a lifetime of faithful 
service to the church. Our warmest congratulations 
to Eric, who celebrated his 50th anniversary of ordi-
nation as an elder on 14th November 2015, and his 
85th birthday four days later on 18th November.
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Our warmest congratulations to Eric Legge Smith who, with his family, is 
about to move to Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, to take up a position with 
the Forestry Corporation of New South Wales. Eric will have responsibility for 
a forestry mapping project covering one of a number of regions of the state.

Eric is delighted with his appointment, which involves the mapping of hardwood 
forests and integrating this with technology from an engineering perspective. It is 
directly related to the research he undertook for his Doctorate in Philosophy at the 
University of Melbourne, on ‘Explicit spatial modelling of environmental change at 
a landscape scale’ which he completed in 2011.

Eric will travel to Coffs Harbour to begin work in early December, when he will 
organise a house for the family, coming back to Melbourne for Christmas. In 
January he will return with his wife Gillian, and their two children Morgan and 
Charlotte, where the family will settle in to their new life in time for the beginning 
of the school year. Gillian, a nurse, has recently undertaken a phlebotomy course 
and is looking forward to working in this field.

Our good wishes go to Eric, Gillian, Morgan and Charlotte as they move to Coffs 
Harbour.

Congratulations to Eric Legge Smith

Eric will have responsibility 
for a forestry mapping project 
covering one of a number of 
regions in New South Wales.
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
Wilderness Presbyterian (now Uniting) 
Church, Strathdownie
Presbyterian services began in the newly established community of 
Strathdownie as early as 1851, with a minister coming to the district inter-
mittently. There are records of the Rev. A. Pringle of Geelong visiting East 
Strathdownie in 1855 and conducting a service in the homestead there, when 
he baptised many children from infants to those eight years of age. Some 
neighbours travelled 12 miles (20 kilometres) by bullock dray to attend.

The people there asked 
the Rev. Pringle to ac-
cept a call, which he 
declined. However, he 
wrote to Scotland in an 
attempt to gain interest. 
Unfortunately, no minis-
ter was forthcoming.

Strathdownie is a rural 
district located in west-
ern Victoria about half 
way between Casterton 
and the state border. It 
developed to service 
pastoral properties es-
tablished from 1845 
onwards.

By 1861, there was sufficient settlement for the first Presbyterian church to be built 
at The Wilderness, near Kaladbro Station. Mr M. McInnes of Runnymede, who spoke 
Gaelic, used to preach there on his missionary journeys. However, although the vision 
of the pioneers was of Strathdownie becoming a large centre, this did not eventu-

Wilderness Uniting Church, Strathdownie, Victoria.
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ate and it was continually passed from one charge to another over the years. At 
first it was under the Mount Gambier charge, passing to Penola then back to Mount 
Gambier. In 1875, the first church was replaced by a second building located closer 
to where the present church stands. It later became part of the Merino charge.

It is recorded that in 1891 youth groups were active in Strathdownie, drawing 
favourable comments from the press of the day. In 1898, it became part of the 
Casterton charge, when a missionary assistant was appointed, preaching regularly 
at Strathdownie and other outlying areas in the district.

The third Wilderness Church, which still stands, was built in 1908. It was filled to 
overflowing at the dedication service where the Rev. Caldwell of Mount Gambier 
was the preacher. Two years later, a memorial window to Mr H. Watson, a member 
of the church committee and a staunch supporter over many years, was unveiled. 
In 1914, Strathdownie was attached to Dartmoor, when it was hoped to form a 
charge of the district. However, this did not occur and the district remained a mis-
sion station. Strathdownie re-joined the Casterton charge in 1955, with the minister 
of Scots Church, Casterton, conducting services there.

Wilderness Presbyterian Church celebrated its centenary with a special service on 
Sunday, 8th April 1962. The Rev. Mills, who had previously preached at Strathdownie, 
returned as guest speaker on the occasion, addressing a congregation of  350 peo-
ple, about 200 of whom had to remain outside the building due to lack of space. 
Many visitors came from Mount Gambier and Casterton, some travelling from as 
far afield as Sydney. On the occasion, a new fence, gateway and notice board were 
received and dedicated.

The church became Uniting at the time of Church Union in 1977. The only listed 
worship now is an annual carol service at Christmas.

The Strathdownie Church is a testament to the persistence and dedication of a 
small rural population who worked hard over the years to ensure their church re-
mained a place of worship for the community.

References: Heritage Citation Report.  www.glenelg.vic.gov.au/files/53003_STRATHDOWNIE_EAST_CEMETERY_HO245.
pdf; Strathdownie: Victorian Places.  http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/strathdownie; Wilderness Presbyterian 
Church, Strathdownie, Victoria Australia. http://www.swvic.org/strathdownie/wilderness/htm.
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The first commercially printed Christmas card was produced in the United 
Kingdom in 1843. It was designed by John Callcott Horsley on the instigation 
of Henry Cole, who was later knighted. Cole had been involved in the intro-
duction of the ‘Penny Post’ in England in 1840.

The first printed 
Christmas card depicted 
three generations of a 
family raising a toast to 
the recipient of the card, 
with scenes of charity on 
two side panels showing 
food and clothing being 
given to the poor. The 
cards were produced for 
Cole’s personal use, but 
those he did not require 
were sold by the printers 
for one shilling each.

However, even with the introduction of cheap postage and improvement in trans-
port, it was some time before the sending of Christmas cards became popular. The 
early cards produced in England often depicted flowers and fanciful designs that 
were reminiscent of the approach of spring.

In the 1870s, the idea of Christmas cards gained momentum. At this time, new print-
ing methods were being developed, resulting in the mass production of Christmas 
cards, and examples of fine quality began to appear in the United Kingdom, Europe 
and the United States of America. Soon large quantities of cards were being import-
ed into Australia for local use. These depicted a northern hemisphere Christmas, 
with snow scenes and European birds and flowers, such traditional subjects being 
far removed from the hot Australian summer Christmas.

The first Australian Christmas cards appeared in New South Wales in 1879, when 
artist Helena Forde designed a set of 12 cards depicting local wildflowers. Although 

Christmas Cards

World’s first Christmas card designed by John Callcott Horsley in 1843.
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marketed in Sydney, the cards were almost certainly printed in London. About the 
same time, a London firm, Marcus Ward & Co., produced a set of Christmas and 
New Year cards depicting scenes of Australian colonial life. It was time for Christmas 
cards to be printed in Australia, with the printing company of John Sands & Co., a 
Sydney firm, taking this up in 1881. The industry soon grew in Australia, with many 
designs depicting Australian animals, birds and wildflowers.

A series of 10 Christmas 
cards, published in 1890 
by photographer Robert 
Jolley & Co. of Little 
Collins Street (also of 
Sydney), is held in the 
State Library of Victoria. 
This series is a fine 
example of the cards 
being printed at the 
time. Each card includes 
several images of build-
ings and statues in 
Melbourne or Ballarat, or 
country scenes around 

Healesville and Sorrento. The images are surrounded by sprays of wildflowers, and 
each card has a Christmas greeting. Scots’ Church appears on one of these cards, 
together with the South Melbourne Town Hall and Fitzroy Gardens.

Throughout the last century to the present day, Christmas cards have remained pop-
ular. The content and design of cards available today varies enormously. Some relate 
directly to the Christmas story of the birth of Jesus or have symbols such as the star 
of Bethlehem or a white dove representing the Holy Spirit and peace. Others depict 
traditional Christmas themes or more contemporary designs. Cards continue to be 
exchanged between friends and relatives in the weeks prior to Christmas Day, as a 
means of keeping in touch.

References: Aitken, M. Early Australian Christmas Cards and some examples produced in Victoria preserved by 
the Murtoa postmaster. The LaTrobe Journal, No. 84, December 2009, pages 3 to 10; The History of Christmas Cards: 
Christmas Customs and Traditions. http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/cards.shtml; Wikipedia. Christmas card. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_card.

A Christmas card produced by Robert Jolley, 1890, depicting Scots’ 
Church, Fitzroy Gardens and South Melbourne Town Hall.
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Margaret and Laurie Young

Margaret and Laurie Young met at Clifton Hill Presbyterian Church, where 
they were members for many years before moving to Scots’ Church in 1998.

Margaret, of English heritage and the youngest of three children, was born in 
Melbourne. She grew up in North Fitzroy, attending Alfred Crescent School and 
moving to Fawkner Street Central School for grades 5 and 6, and forms 1 and 2. Her 
secondary education was completed at Coburg High School where she undertook 
a commercial course. Margaret’s first job was at the offices of the Australian Packers 
Corporation in the city; she later moved to Vicker’s Sewing Machines.

As a child Margaret 
attended Clifton Hill 
Presbyterian Church, 
although her mother 
was Methodist and her 
father Anglican, as it was 
the closest church to the 
family home. It was there 
that she was baptised, 
and attended Sunday 
school and Presbyterian 
Fellowship of Australia.

Laurie, the youngest of 
five boys, also grew up in 
Fitzroy and North Fitzroy, 
attending George Street 
School, Fitzroy, for a year 
before moving to Alfred Crescent School. He remembers wonderful holidays with 
his brothers at the home of his paternal grandparents at Avenel, north of Seymour, 
Victoria. Laurie grew up in the years of the Great Depression, so the boys used their 
initiative to earn some money for the family; selling dahlias their father had grown, 
later delivering orders and taking on newspaper delivery rounds.

Interview

Margaret and Laurie Young.
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On leaving school, Laurie worked in a plastics factory for a short time, but his father 
insisted on his leaving after he came home covered in black dust every day. He 
then took on an apprenticeship in the footwear industry, in which he remained for 
51 years. By this time, imports were adversely affecting the Australian shoe industry, 
so Laurie saw himself as fortunate to be approaching retirement.

In his early years, Laurie attended Sunday school at St Mark’s Anglican Church, 
Fitzroy, later moving to the Independent Church, North Fitzroy. When that church 
closed, he moved to Clifton Hill Presbyterian Church. It was there that Margaret 
and Laurie were married, in 1952, by the Rev. George Renfrey. They both became 
actively involved in many aspects of church life and Laurie served on the Board of 
Management. Both Margaret and Laurie were ordained as elders at Clifton Hill.

After their marriage, 
Margaret and Laurie 
lived in a flat attached 
to Margaret’s fam-
ily home while they 
renovated the house 
they had purchased in 
Northcote. They had 
four children: Norman, 
Heather, Alan and 
Russell. They moved into 
their renovated house 
just prior to Heather’s 
birth. Norman is a radi-
ographer. Heather, who 
is now retired, worked 
for merchants Henry Berry & Co. for four years after completing her education. 
When the company closed its doors, partly due to increased costs incurred with 
equal pay for women, Heather moved to the ANZ Bank, where she worked for 
33 years. Since retiring, Heather has pursued her passion for family history. She 
attends Scots’ regularly with Margaret and Laurie. Alan is a mathematics teacher, 
and Russell works with the Commonwealth Bank. Sadly, Russell’s wife died sud-
denly in 2013.

Laurie, a handyman, did a lot of maintenance around the church buildings over the 
years, also assisting at the Presbyterian Sisterhood, a home for unmarried mothers, 

Margaret and Laurie Young with their daughter, Heather.

besharl
Highlight
Rosalie, I have taken out mention of their street address and also the fact that they are still living there ... just in case. Thanks Besharl  - well picked up!
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opposite the church. Margaret was active in the PWMU, and in a women’s group 
called the ‘Time and Talent Club’. She was secretary of the day kindergarten con-
ducted at the church, and acted as president when there was not a minister’s wife 
available to fill this position.

After many years at Clifton Hill, Margaret and Laurie decided to move to Scots’ 
Church in early 1998. Margaret joined the PWMU, as she had an abiding interest in 
the work of missions; her father’s sister had been a missionary with the Anglican 
Church Missionary Society, working in Tanzania (then Tanganyika) in the 1930s.

Margaret’s sister, Christina Wilmot, moved to Scots’ 
Church at the same time. Chris also lived in the North 
Fitzroy area all her life. After attending University High 
School she completed a Certificate in Manual Arts at 
RMIT, attending Emily McPherson College for dress-
making and needlework. She went on to the teachers’ 
training college where she gained a Certificate of 
Education. Chris, whose great talent for art was evident 
from childhood, taught at Leongatha, Williamstown, 
Mordialloc and Watsonia high schools, but most of her 
teaching life was spent at MacRobertson Girls’ High 
School. The headmistress there at the time, Dorothy 
McNair, was an elder at one of the Presbyterian 
churches in Geelong. When an elder was leaving that 
church, she asked Chris to design a tribute to him; 
Margaret remembers this as a beautiful work of art. 
She also painted china and watercolour landscapes. An elder and session clerk at 
Clifton Hill for some years, Chris was representative elder for Clifton Hill at both the 
Presbytery and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

In Heather’s research into family history, she discovered an early link with Scots’ 
Church. The families of Laurie’s paternal great-grandmother and maternal great-
grandfather both travelled from Scotland to Melbourne on the same ship, the 
William Abrams, in 1841. His great-grandmother, Joan Hunter Bridget Donaldson, 
was born to David and Elizabeth during the voyage, on 13th July 1841, and baptised 
at Scots’ Church by the Rev. James Forbes on 8th August that year. His great-grand-
father, John Hislop Smith, was born soon after the arrival of his parents John and 
Bethina in Melbourne, on 26th November 1841, and was also baptised at Scots’ by 

Christina Wilmot, Margaret 
Young’s sister, who was also a 
member at Scots’.
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the Rev. Forbes on 27th March 1842. What a wonderful connection with the early 
history of Scots’!

Over the years, Laurie has enjoyed using his woodworking and carpentry skills in 
the home and beyond. Margaret has always enjoyed knitting. She remembers knit-
ting ‘helmet caps’ for the soldiers to wear under steel helmets in the war years, also 
hot water bottle covers and balaclavas. Over the years they have enjoyed many holi-
days, mostly in Australia. Some years ago, together with Heather, they visited Vanuatu 
where their granddaughter was working with ‘Youth with a Mission’. They have also 
travelled to New Zealand. Heather has visited USA, Canada, England and Germany. 
Chris had many trips overseas, including England, Italy and France.

Margaret remains a staunch supporter of the PWMU. Each month she bakes her 
legendary passion fruit sponges for the Outreach Committee cake stall, a contribu-
tion she has made for many years and which is deeply appreciated. Our warmest 
thanks to Margaret and Laurie, who have given a lifetime of faithful service to the 
Presbyterian church and to the community in so many ways.

An Outreach initiative for the homeless or needy

The Outreach Committee has commenced a small trial initiative to reach one 
group of homeless or needy people in central Melbourne.

Several ‘Survival Packs’ have been prepared for distribu-
tion to those who need some sustenance or drinks as an 
interim measure, until they can access more substantial 
assistance. The packs include such items as fruit and nut 
bars, a cheese snack, a small container of fruit in juice, 
sultanas or similar, a sustaining drink and a tin of baked 
beans or similar. A small pack of tissues is included.

These ‘Survival Packs’ are held in the church by Ken 
Bowden, and are available if a need is identified by Ken 
or by those serving on the Welcome Desk. As it is a trial at the moment, any feed-
back to our Convenor, Rae Anstee, regarding packs that are distributed would be 
most welcome.

A Survival Pack.
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for kids
Elizabeth Campbell was Australia’s leading female organist in the first half of the 
twentieth century. She was an exponent of vocational gender equality and promo-
tion by merit, and was assisted in her career by the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

Elizabeth (known as Betha) was born in Melbourne into a staunch Presbyterian 
family descended from Scottish pioneers. Her father, Archibald Campbell, was a 
renowned ornithologist, photographer, naturalist and founder of the Wattle League. 
He was instrumental in having the wattle incorporated into Australia’s coat of arms.

Betha attended Presbyterian Ladies’ College in East Melbourne, which was founded 
to give girls the same academic opportunities as boys. As a schoolgirl, she joined 
the Shakespeare Dramatic Society and the Victorian Dramatic Company. She learnt 
piano from age nine and took up organ at age 15 after gaining her Senior Pupil 
Certificate in Pianoforte Playing at the Melbourne Conservatorium in 1904.

At age 20, Toorak Presbyterian Church (her local church she and her family 
attended twice every Sunday) appointed her assistant organist and conductor. 
This caused quite a furore, being the first female appointment. An extract from 
the Toorak Recorder, Vol 15, No. 7 February 1909 stated: ‘It is interesting to note that 
while Mr Newton had his holiday, Miss Betha Campbell played the organ showing 

good judgement and 
considerable resource in 
conducting the praise. We 
do not remember that 
any lady of the congrega-
tion has hitherto acted as 
organist throughout the 
Sabbath Services.’

Betha was appointed 
organist and conductor at 
Elsternwick Presbyterian 
Church (later known as 
John Knox, Gardenvale) 
in 1911.

Elizabeth Victoria Campbell 

Betha in 1911.
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This same year Betha 
became a ‘poster girl’ 
in a government cam-
paign to entice more 
British to come to 
Australia. An article in 
The Age, 15th September 
1911 stated: ‘Federal 
Parliamentarians made 
the acquaintance yester-
day of a lovely Australian 
girl standing beneath a 
blossoming golden wat-
tle tree … The poster 
is now being placed in 
sheltered spots through-
out the cities of the 
United Kingdom … and 
beneath is a printed invi-
tation to settlers to come 
to the land of wattle and 
golden opportunities.’

In 1913, aged 24, Betha 
had the distinction of 
being the first female 
organist in Australia to 
become Licentiate of the 
Associated Board of the 
Royal Academy of Music (LAB), which meant she was a recognised soloist of con-
cert standard.

Her first trip to England occurred in 1927 when she became a highly praised stu-
dent of the Royal College of Music, London. She studied organ, conducting, singing 
teaching and choir training. She was awarded a Council Exhibition of £6.

One of her teachers was Dr Henry G. Ley, head of music at Eton College. At his invita-
tion she spent a weekend at Eton, participating in the School Chapel service. Dr Ley’s 
house at Eton was bombed subsequently in the war and he had a narrow escape.

Photo used in the Australian Government British immigration program.
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He introduced Betha to the great patron of opera and organ music Captain John 
Christie. He was owner of the Sussex country mansion ‘Glyndebourne’ and the vil-
lage of Glynde. She spent a ‘marvellously wonderful weekend’ staying with other 
distinguished guests there. A magnificent four manual organ graced the ballroom 
of the mansion. On the first Sunday of each month, John Christie would invite an 
organist of note to give a recital for the people of Glynde, and Betha gave the recital 
on the Sunday of her visit. Christie later built his own opera house large enough 
to accommodate the biggest orchestra in Europe, and so began the Glyndebourne 
Music Festival in 1934, which continues to this day.

Christie also owned the organ building firm of Hill, Norman & Beard Ltd that built 
the new organ for the Melbourne Town Hall, and he showed Betha the new key-
board to be installed.

A report by Dr Ley on Betha’s progress at the Royal College of Music, December 1927.



P a g e  4 0

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 5

Betha returned to Australia and her post in Elsternwick in 1928, and in 1930, she 
became the first woman to give an organ recital at the Melbourne Town Hall on the 
new organ. Her playing was hailed by the press as ‘brilliant’. Her first recital was a 
welcome reception in May 1930 for the celebrated aviatrix Miss Amy Johnson who 
held the record for flying a light plane between England and Australia.

A newspaper cutting, dated 17th June 1930, announced:

Six organists have been engaged for mid-day recitals at the Town Hall, which 
have been arranged pending the arrival, from abroad, of Mr W McKie to take 
up his appointment as City Organist. There is one woman in the chosen group.

It is the first time in Melbourne civic history that the compliment has been 
extended to a woman organist. That in itself is a cause for rejoicing, but there 
is something more, Miss Campbell has the privilege of practicing on the Town 
Hall organ free of charge.

In 1930, after nearly 20 years at Elsternwick, Betha resigned her position to become 
organist-conductor at the Kew Presbyterian Church where she remained for the 
next 20 years.

In 1933, Betha returned to England to attend the jubilee celebrations of the Royal 
College of Music. She had a wonderful year of giving a series of recitals, attending 
concerts and lectures and multiple notable social engagements. She found courtesy, 
hospitality and generosity throughout her stay in Britain.

Betha’s London recitals were in churches such as the Wren designed St Lawrence 
Jewry-next- Guildhall, St Mildred’s, Bread Street and St Mary-at-Hill. The organ at St 
Mildred’s was one of Betha’s favourites. It was built with two manuals by Thomas 
Griffin in 1744 and retained the original keyboard. Outside the church was a very 
large bronze monument to honour Admiral Arthur Phillip ‘Founder and First 
Governor of Australia’. This church and its 400 year old organ were destroyed com-
pletely in World War II.

Betha was invited by the BBC to give three Empire Broadcasts to the UK, Australia 
and Canada. The BBC organ, a ‘Hill’ organ that cost £35,000 and described in the 
press as the ‘most up to date in the world’ was designed especially for ‘wireless 
broadcast’. The concert hall was not quite soundproof, so Betha had to practice in 
the very early hours of the morning before the daily broadcasts. Her first recital was 
on Australia Day 1934, directly after the 8.00 am reading of The News. Betha was the 
first woman to broadcast live on the organ.
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Betha joined the Royal Choral and Philharmonic societies and worked under the 
conductorship of Sir Henry Wood, Sir Tomas Beecham, Sir Hamilton Harley, Mr 
Albert Coates, Dr Adrian Boult and Mr Kennedy Scott. She sang in performances of 
Handel’s Elijah, Messiah and Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius in the Albert Hall.

She attended recitals given by great names such as Rachmaninoff, Yehudi Menuhin, 
Richard Tauber, Paul Robeson and attended lectures given by Marie Stopes (whose 

ideas about contra-
ception received 
rapturous applause), 
Sylvia Pankhurst on 
socialism (with whom she 
wasn’t so enamoured) 
and Albert Einstein on 
the threat of fascism (who 
received a standing ova-
tion from 10,000 people at 
Albert Hall).

The great culmination 
was Betha’s ‘Wonder 
of Wonders Day’ when 
she attended Court at 
Buckingham Palace to 
be presented to the King 
and Queen. Betha wore 
a gold dress and black 
and gold lace train (‘like 
a satin bowerbird’, 4 1/2 
guineas) and carried a 
posy of wattle.

Betha returned to 
Melbourne and her posi-
tion at Kew Presbyterian 
Church in 1934. She 
became a founding 
member of the Victorian 

Betha in the dress she wore when she attended court at 
Buckingham Palace.
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Society of Organists who held their first meeting in Scots’ Church, Melbourne, in 1938. 
She continued to give many notable recitals and presentations, both live and broad-
cast on radio that were frequently commented upon and well reviewed by the press. 
A mutual respect between A. E. Floyd, the long time ABC presenter, musician and 
composer and Betha led to her being the first woman to play the organ at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne. The finale for her recital at St Paul’s Cathedral given on Sunday, 
11th March 1945 was none other than the famous Toccata from Widor’s Fifth Organ 
Symphony — a popular piece that became extremely fashionable years later when 
used as the Recessional for a number of Royal weddings, the first of these being 
Princess Margaret’s in 1960.

In 1941, Betha was appointed organist to the Presbyterian Assembly. In the press 
it was announced: ‘Miss Campbell is the first woman to fill this important post, for 
which her qualifications are exceptional.’ It was described as ‘an exciting appoint-
ment’ and was ‘a unanimous decision by the Assembly.’ The Right Reverend Doctor 
Button, the Moderator, publicly welcomed Miss Campbell before the Assembly in a 
happy speech. He referred to her unique qualifications for the position, and stated 
that ‘the Assembly honoured itself in the choice which it made, and congratulated 
her on “the harmony” which she would help to introduce to our Assembly gath-
erings.’ Another press release stated: ‘May we dare to hope that our first woman 
organist may be the precursor—longo intervallo, perhaps — of the first Woman 
Moderator!’ She remained Assembly organist for 24 years.

Although Betha loved the society that her music led her into, her music and organ 
playing always came first. She was never wealthy, but was always very generous with 
her time and money to those she felt were in need. During the war, she sent food 
parcels to John Christie at Glyndebourne! She was secretary to the Wattle League for 
many years, which was responsible for planting thousands of wattle trees throughout 
Melbourne. She continued playing the organ in churches into her eighties.

An obituary from The Age in 1973 stated: ‘A woman who set a first for women in 
Australia died last week at an undisclosed great age.’

Rosemary Fethers–Sahhar
(A relative of Elizabeth Campbell)

References: Betha’s Scrapbook - containing press cuttings, programme notes, letters, photos (with thanks to her great 
grand nephew, Bryan Campbell); “ In Search of Nightingales” The Diary of Elizabeth Campbell - England 1933-1934 
(transcribed by Robert Cox); Notes and material of the late Noel Fethers ( mother of Rosemary Fethers ).
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In Memoriam

Valerie Jean Griffith
9th April 1924 – 9th October 2015

Valerie (Val) Griffith was born in Melbourne on 
9th April 1924. Her education was undertaken 
at the Methodist Ladies’ College and Fintona 
Girls’ School, where she enjoyed both her stud-
ies and sport. After completing a course at Stotts 
Business College, Val’s first position was with the 
Victorian Railways.

Active in the Presbyterian church from childhood 
days and a member of the Presbyterian Fellowship of Australia (PFA), Val worked as 
secretary of the PFA for a number of years.

Val and Max Griffith were married at Scots’ Church. They had two children, Bronwyn 
and Rod. Bronwyn remained in Victoria, but Rod now lives in New Zealand with his 
wife Marian and sons Max and Zac.

Val was admitted to membership of Scots’ Church on 25th November 1975. She was 
ordained as an elder in 1980 and appointed honorary secretary of the Board of 
Management in 1986, a position she held with distinction and dedication until 1997. 
She was the convenor of the Outreach Committee for some time. Val’s many friends 
were a vital part of her life at Scots’.

When Val moved to Rochester some years ago to be closer to her daughter 
Bronwyn and her granddaughters Erin, Hannah and Rhiana, she quickly became 
involved with the community there. Val attended Holy Trinity Anglican Church, and 
became a member of the Hospital Auxiliary and of Probus.

In recent years Val became increasingly frail, and moved from the unit she loved 
into care at Rochester. She died peacefully on 9th October 2015.

A thanksgiving service for Val’s life was conducted by Canon Glenis Traill at Holy 
Trinity Church, Rochester, on 14th October. Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
Val’s family and her many friends.
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In Memoriam

Flora Boxer (née McIndoe)
6th October 1926 – 20th October 2015

Flora Boxer was born in Brighton, Victoria, on 6th 
October 1926, daughter of Cr Robert Edward ‘Bob’ 
McIndoe MBE and Dorothy Sofia ‘Jean’ McIndoe 
(née Mock.) She lived a rich life of diversity, para-
dox and coincidence. Her mother Jean was born 
in Stratford, Ontario, Canada, of Welsh parents 
and moved to Swansea, Wales. Jean’s grandfa-
ther was Colonel Stephen Sanders Mock of the 

Glamorganshire Rifles. Her father Bob was born in Mardan. Bob’s mother 
was one of 13 McKinnon siblings.  Bob’s grandfather was credited for having 
‘saved Peter Lalor by shaving off his beard and hiding him in a miner’s hole’ 
at Eureka. Jean nursed Bob back to health after he was bombed and gassed 
at Pozières; they were married in Swansea, Wales, in 1919 and settled on a 
farm in Mardan.

Throughout her life, Flora was concerned with seeing fairness. Her cousin the late 
John McIndoe (brother of Margaret Castle) recalled Flora leaning down from the 
saddle of her horse to thump the local bully of the Boorool State School who was 
harassing John.

Flora became lifelong friends with Jean Ivory, daughter of the (then) minister of 
Leongatha Presbyterian Church. Flora was Jean’s bridesmaid when she married 
Sapper Les Jordan in Cheltenham Presbyterian Church, where the Rev. A. W. Ivory 
was minister. After Leongatha High School, Flora went on to the Presbyterian Ladies’ 
College and The University of Melbourne’s Conservatorium of Music. Flora was a 
popular soprano leider soloist in a variety of genres, performing at St Peter’s East 
Melbourne Anglican Church, Scots’ Church, and on ABC Radio with the ‘Happy 
Gang’. After a year teaching at the Methodist Ladies’ College, Flora was offered the 
‘head of music’ role, but instead travelled to Toronto to attend her friend’s wed-
ding. Despite intending to stay just one year, following travels around Europe, Flora 
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returned to live in and around Toronto for about 55 years.  While there, she attended 
Glenview Presbyterian Church.

In Toronto, Flora continued her music career, performing as a soloist and teaching. 
She specialised in the ‘Carl Orff’ method of musical instruction with the Toronto 
Board of Education and was on the Advisory Board for Carl Orff Canada, and 
president of the Toronto Chapter in 1987. Flora also coached many students to 
successfully pass their qualifications at the University of Toronto’s Conservatory 
of Music. She was a member of the University Women’s Club at the University of 
Toronto, where she especially enjoyed Robert Burns nights, when the haggis would 
be piped in by Archie and Sandy Dewar, both pipe majors of the 48th Highlanders 
of Canada, an affiliate of the Victorian Scottish Regiment (colours laid up in Scots’ 
Church), through the Gordons.

Flora and Major John Boxer were married in 1956 by Major the Rev. Hugh 
MacDonald, long-standing padre of the 2nd Field Engineer Regiment, where John 
was second-in-command throughout the 1950s, following World War II Royal 
Engineers 8th Army service. Their wedding was conducted in the gardens of the 
prominent Toronto sculptor and theatre designer Fred Coates and his painter wife 
Louise Coates, whose home was known as ‘party central’ for a small group of bohe-
mian artists. Hugh often recalled how Flora won bottles of whisky at the annual 
Officers’ Mess Ladies’ Rifle Competition (beating two Bisley-Shots!) After winning 
bottles of whisky two years in a row, the competition was cancelled; Hugh would 
laugh, ‘they were really THAT small minded!’ Interestingly, Flora had never fired a 
rifle before. Rather, she had grown up listening to her father and uncles talk about 
shooting techniques on the McKinnon Rifle Range in Mardan. Flora was soloist at 
Lionel’s 1998 wedding in Scots’ Church and, on returning to Melbourne in 2010, re-
joined Scots’ Church. Since then, she enjoyed fellowship with the congregation and 
PWMU, as well as volunteering on the Welcome Desk.

John died on 11th April 2005 and Flora on 20th October 2015, both having lived 
most fulfilling and rewarding lives. John was buried at sea off the Halifax coast by 
the Royal Canadian Navy and Flora in the McIndoe family plot in Leongatha, after 
a service on 28th October in Scots Pioneer Church, the family church, built on land 
provided by her uncle Jim McKinnon. They are survived by their son Lionel and his 
daughter Lauren.

Our condolences are extended to Lionel and Lauren, and to Flora’s many friends.
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Across
1. In what town did Jesus 

grow up?

3. Where was Jesus taken to 
present him to the Lord?

6. A prophetess named 
____, who was in the 
temple, gave thanks to 
God for Jesus.

8. To what feast was Jesus 
taken to in Jerusalem 
when he was 12 years 
old?

11. Where was Jesus placed 
after his birth?

12. The angels sang _____ __ 
___. (3 words)

13. Joseph went to which 
town to be registered?

Down
2. Caesar ________ sent out 

a decree that all should 
be registered.

4. Of what house and 
lineage was Joseph?

5. To whom was Joseph 
betrothed?

7. In the temple, who took 
Jesus in his arms and 
prayed?

9. Who appeared to shepherds in the fields?

10. As Jesus grew he became strong and filled with ______.

1 2

3

4 5

6

7 8 9

10

11

12

13
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