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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image entitled Collins Street, Sunday Morning, watercolour, c. 1880.
(Source: State Library of Victoria, donated by Mrs Wright.)
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Dear Friends,

In the Presbyterian Church, we don’t usually use the 
name Eucharist for the communion service, but sev-
eral other branches of the church do, and I am sure 
our members are familiar with it. I recently had rea-
son to do a bit of background reading on this subject 
and thought it might be useful to share something of 

the meaning of the word with you.

‘Eucharist’ is a Greek word transliterated into the English language. What that means is 
that we have simply copied the sounds, rather than used an equivalent word. If you say 
the word, you are really speaking Greek. Some other examples in the English language 
would include ‘rendezvous’, which is French, and ‘whisky’, which is Gaelic, of course.

In our use of language, this sometimes happens because there is no equivalent 
word in English; or sometimes it happens because translators want to give the 
word a special emphasis that you might not get if you use the English equivalent. 
However, it can be useful to explore the original meaning of these words, to under-
stand why it was used in the first place and to expand our appreciation of the 
significance of it.

‘Eucharist’ means ‘thanksgiving’. In every communion service, we read a portion from 
1 Corinthians 11 which includes the words: ‘The Lord Jesus on the night on which he 
was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and said, “This is 
my body which is for you.”’ In Greek, the phrase, ‘when he had given thanks’ is just one 
word: eucharistesas. (The extra ‘esas’ at the end gives the verb its tense and application.)

While many people give thanks to God before they dive into the scrumptious meal 
that has been set before them, on that night this eucharisteo (the root verb) had 
a special significance. This was a Passover meal that Jesus and his disciples were 
sharing, and the thanksgiving was focused on the ancient history of Israel and 
God’s deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt—the story of Moses. For Israel, 
this was their ‘salvation history’. They were thanking God not just for food, but for 

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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all his graces to them in 
that rescue and in the 
subsequent guidance of 
the law and the prophets. 
This was much more 
than a typical grace 
before dinner.

The sentiments intended 
to be expressed here are 
perhaps best summed 
up in the famous hymn 
Amazing Grace, written 
by John Newton in 1779:

Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)
That sav’d a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

Newton was, of course, talking about the spiritual salvation that has been pur-
chased for us by Jesus Christ, rather than the temporal salvation of the people of 
Israel out of Egypt. Indeed, Israel’s salvation under Moses was itself intended to be 
a pointer towards the greater, eternal salvation that was yet to come with the prom-
ised Messiah, and that’s how most Jews understood it.

The Passover was therefore not just about looking back with thanksgiving for what 
God had already done; it was about looking forward with thanksgiving for what he 
was yet to do. So when Jesus took the individual elements of that meal and said, ‘This 
is my body’, ‘This is my blood’, his disciples, who had been a bit slow in appreciating 
the full extent of who Jesus was and what he was here to do, must have looked up in 
astonishment. He was declaring himself to be the long-awaited Messiah of God.

This is what communion memorialises and reminds us of and this is what we give 
thanks for, but we don’t need to wait for a communion service to remember the 
grace, mercy and peace of God with thanksgiving. We do it every week in our pub-
lic worship services and I hope you do it every day privately as well.

Rich blessings from God,

Douglas

A table set for the Eucharist as part of a worship service.
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Summer Reading

Recently, Rosemary and I were invited to the retirement 
dinner of Wayne Richards, who was retiring as the long-
est serving general manager of the Presbyterian Church 
of Australia in New South Wales. As a book lover, I found 
myself intrigued by one of the books on his shelf enti-
tled Socrates in the City, edited by Eric Metaxas.

According to the About Us page on the Socrates in the City website:

The Greek philosopher Socrates famously said that “the unexamined life is not 
worth living.” Taking this as a starting point, Eric Metaxas [who lives in New 
York] thought it would be valuable to create a forum that might encourage 
busy and successful professionals in thinking about the bigger questions in life. 
Thus ‘Socrates In The City: Conversations on the Examined Life’ was born.

Every month or so, ‘Socrates In The City’ sponsors an event in which people 
can begin a dialogue on “Life, God, and other small topics” by hearing a 
notable thinker and writer such as Os Guinness … 
[and] Peter Kreeft … Topics have included “Making 
Sense Out of Suffering,” “The Concept of Evil after 
9-11 [sic],” and “Can a Scientist Pray?” No ques-
tion is too big—in fact, the bigger the better. These 
events are meant to be both thought-provoking and 
entertaining, because nowhere is it written that find-
ing answers to life’s biggest questions shouldn’t be 
exciting and even, perhaps, fun.

In the book, which I subsequently purchased, I found 
myself intrigued, as much by Eric Metaxas’ introduc-
tions of these famous thinkers, as I was by their talks. 
Each chapter comprises his introduction, their talk, 
and then a transcription of the Question and Answer 
session that followed.

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Front cover of ‘Socrates in the 
City’, edited by Eric Metaxas.
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Not long before finding Metaxas’ book on my friend’s 
bookshelf, a friend gave me a copy of Will Renshaw’s 
Marvellous Melbourne and Spiritual Power, which I am 
currently reading. The blurb for this book says:

‘Marvellous Melbourne and Spiritual Power’ is a 
unique record of the rich Christian spiritual heritage of 
Melbourne. The foundations for this heritage were laid 
within the city’s first months of European settlement, 
when Henry Reed preached the gospel at Port Phillip 
in 1835. In the decades that followed, many gathered 
regularly to pray for evangelistic and missionary activ-
ity, and for a revival of faith in the young nation …

This movement had an outstanding leader: the busi-
nessman H. P. Smith.

This is a story of how God equips ordinary people to become extraordinary 
leaders in his service. It is a powerful testimony to the importance of persever-
ing prayer and intercession in the deep reviving work of God in his church 
and the wider community.

What struck me is that although Socrates in the City and Marvellous Melbourne and 
Spiritual Power are accounts of gospel ministry 100 years apart, they are very similar. 
Both affirm and challenge their respective cultures. Both emerge from the faithful pres-
ence of Christian business people, thinkers who are resiliently engaged in their culture. 
This is also very reminiscent of my experience of London City Mission that I visited in 
2013. Both these books and London City Mission echo the way that Paul talks about 
his gospel ministry in 1 Corinthians 1–2, where he both affirms and critiques the differ-
ent cultures of the ancient world through his ministry of preaching Christ crucified.

Of course, all three: 1 Corinthians 1–2, Eric Metaxas’ book and ministry, and Will 
Renshaw’s Marvellous Melbourne and Spiritual Power throw us a challenge. That our 
ministry, here in the heart of the city of Melbourne, is both an opportunity to affirm, 
critique and challenge our culture as we proclaim and live out the gospel of Christ 
crucified (1 Cor. 1:23) and serve Marvellous Melbourne.

Richard

References: http://www.socratesinthecity.com/about-socrates-city; E. Metaxas, Socrates in the City’, Harper and Collins, 
London, 2011; W. Renshaw, ‘Marvellous Melbourne and Spiritual Power’,  Acorn Press, 2014.

Front cover of ‘Marvellous 
Melbourne and Spiritual Power’, 
by Will Renshaw.
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Who Are You Travelling With?

Summer in Melbourne … winter in Scotland

Aussies don’t seem to hang around at this time of 
year! They don’t keep the festivities going for days 
and days the way we do in the UK. In the UK, they’re 
experiencing their dark nights and cold weather, so 

the Christmas tree stays up as long as possible to cheer up the gloomy winter days. 
Not here! Christmas is over, the New Year fireworks are finished: ‘Get that tree down, 
we’re heading for the beach!’

Of course we are! It might be winter over there, but it’s summer here! Half 
the homes round about us are empty. Where have they all gone? Down to the 
Mornington Peninsula or even further afield: Bali, Japan, the Kimberleys, New York!

And the next question we often ask is the one I want us to think about at the 
beginning of this New Year: ‘Who are you travelling with?’ So, forget these exotic des-
tinations for a moment or two. In your journey through 2016, ‘Who are you travelling 
with?’ Because it’s your travelling companions who can make all the difference to 
the journey.

The disciples travelling with Jesus

At the Wednesday lunchtime service we’re currently working our way through 
Luke’s gospel, and recently came to the story recorded in Luke 8:22-25, ESV: Jesus 
calming the storm.

The disciples may have thought, when they were called initially, that it would just be 
one huge, exciting adventure following Jesus. Well, they were soon to discover that 
‘travelling with Jesus’ doesn’t exclude us from the storms!

Everything seemed fine at the start of the journey, and then ‘a windstorm came 
down … and they were filling with water, and were in danger’ (v. 23). But they were 
travelling with Jesus, so ‘they went and woke him … ‘“Master, Master we are perish-
ing!”’ (v. 24a).

Assistant Minister
The Rev. David Currie
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‘And he awoke and 
rebuked the wind and the 
raging waves …’ (v. 24b). 
It wasn’t an easy journey, 
they were in great danger, 
but they were travelling 
with Jesus who comes 
to their aid: ‘… and there 
was a calm’ (v. 24c).

It may have been prepa-
ration for the much 
tougher part of the jour-
ney still to come; would 
they still be prepared to 
‘travel with Jesus’ when he begins to suggest that the only way to overcome vio-
lence and hatred, the only way to overcome sin, is the way of the cross?

Who are you travelling with?

Well, throughout this new year of 2016 there will, of course, be many people whom 
we hope will be travelling with us in our own little boat through life’s journey: fam-
ily members and friends to help us along the way, and fellow-members of Scots’ 
Church will prayerfully support us as we travel. But most important of all, like those 
first disciples, we want to have Jesus in the boat with us as we travel through life.

As I mentioned earlier, there are still no guarantees that we’ll not be buffeted by 
the storms of life. We’re human like everyone else, and life certainly has its ups and 
downs. It’s particularly hard when we think that, in our times of trouble, God doesn’t 
seem to be concerned about our cries for help—Jesus was asleep at the back of 
the boat! (v. 23).

I certainly hope that this new year of 2016 will indeed be a good year for you: a 
year full of promise and friendship, and of the peace that passes understanding as 
you discover more about the wonderful ways of our Lord and Saviour.

Who are you travelling with?

May God richly bless you in your journey through 2016, and always.

David

‘In a storm with Jesus’ by Eero Jarnefelt (1926).
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When Praying Feels Hard

I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God that you may know that 
you have eternal life. And this is the confidence 
that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 

that we have the requests that we have asked of him. (1 John 5:13-15, ESV)

I don’t know about you, but I find praying difficult. My difficulty is often a com-
pound of distractions, feeling of guilt, laziness, more important things to do, books 
to read, and so on. I wonder if you feel the same way with your prayer life?

The reality is, prayer is hard work. That is, if you truly pray. If your mind is fully 
engaged with God’s truth and wholeheartedly desiring to submit to your will. If 
you’re personally there, and not just saying the same old things about the same old 
things, prayer then becomes a truly personal encounter with the living God.

However, for most of us, even long-time believers, prayer tends to fall into a rut. 
Something that we just do out of habit, if not out of force. And when we read a pas-
sage like this in the Bible: ‘And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that 
if we ask anything according to his will he hears us’ (v. 14), we feel like we are read-
ing about an experience that is almost entirely foreign to us.

Although when we think about it, it shouldn’t be foreign to us. The apostle John 
is not writing to a group of super Christians. Nor is he writing merely to church 
leaders or ministers. In fact, many times in this short letter, he addresses them as 
‘children’. These are regular, ordinary, day-to-day Christians just like you and me.

His chief purpose of writing this letter is to give solid certainty of our saving rela-
tionship with God in Jesus Christ. John basically does this by a two-pronged litmus 
test: whether we put our trust in Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, and whether His 
transforming work produces real effects in our lives. This is basically eternal life 

Minister, Indonesian Congregation
The Rev. Christian Tirtha
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viewed from the vantage point of the present day. It is essentially a living relation-
ship with God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ. Now why does it matter?

It matters because we are all hungry for a deep, loving and lasting relationship. Even 
with all our technological advancements, social media, smart phones, TV shows on 
demand, Internet, we have to admit that our world is actually lonelier than ever. Some 
of you may remember the late Madeline Murray O’Hair. She was an American writer 
who was very opposed to having religion to participate in America’s public life. Here 
are a couple of her more memorable words: ‘Religion has caused more misery to all 
of mankind in every stage of human history than any other single idea’; ‘No god ever 
gave any man anything, nor ever answered any prayer at any time—nor ever will.’

She was famous for filing a lawsuit that basically ended the practice of having daily 
prayer in American public schools. What is less known is that after her passing, her 
dairies were auctioned off. Those who read her dairies found that she wrote at least 
three times in her journal: ‘Will somebody somewhere please love me?’ There was 
a void in O’Hair’s loneliness that only God could fill. That is the same void to which 
some of us might be able relate.

This personal relationship is exactly what Jesus came to bring. In fact, this is at the 
heart of the gospel. It is God reuniting us with himself, but at a very dear cost: the 
sacrifice of his own beloved son.

Now, think of it for a moment: in heaven there’s no greater Very Important Person 
(VIP) than the Son of God. He is one with God the Father, forever glorified and 
praised. He made the universe, things seen and unseen. But at the cross, Jesus 
became the greatest sufferer that history has ever known. He was abandoned by 
God; his cry went much deeper than that of O’Hair’s. He was actually abandoned 
by God when he cried, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (Mark 15:34).

But why did he do that? Friends, so that you and I, who put our faith in him, can have 
that privilege, that access, that confidence in knowing that when we pray he hears us.

I think one of the main reasons why we find our praying hard is not so much because 
we lack the words to say. It is because we don’t think much of who God is, what he 
has given us in Christ and who we are in him. Perhaps our mind is filled with exces-
sive entertainment, bodily ailments, anxiety, bitterness or other things. Have we paused 
and thought about God? Have we taken the time to meditate on his Word to such a 
point that his name becomes precious to us? Have we intentionally spent moments 
thinking of the gospel so that the cross of Christ becomes dear to us?
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So if you’re finding praying hard, let’s begin by thinking about God’s lavish grace in 
Jesus Christ. Because of Jesus, we all have become God’s VIPs: our prayer is accept-
ed because of Jesus, God blesses us because of Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can say 
‘Yes, there’s somebody in heaven who has and continues to love me.’ And isn’t that 
a wonderful truth for us to pray for?

Christian

The Practice of the Presence of God
Brother Lawrence (c. 1614–1691) was a lay brother whose wisdom and practical 
faith became the basis for the book, The Practice of the Presence of God, compiled 
from his letters and other writings after his death by Abbot Joseph de Beaufort. 
This work is one of the enduring spiritual classics, ranking with another: Pilgrim’s 
Progress by John Bunyan. A main theme of the book is that God can be encoun-
tered anywhere, not just in church.

Born Nicholas Herman, he entered 
a Carmelite monastery in Paris as 
a young man. He did not have the 
qualifications to become a cleric, so re-
mained a lay brother, taking the name 
Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection. 
He worked in the monastery kitchen 
for most of his life, repairing his broth-
ers’ sandals in later years.

Brother Lawrence sought to remove 
the dividing line between the sacred 
and secular aspects of life. He enjoyed God with as much tranquillity when busy at 
work in the kitchen, as he did when receiving communion. This remarkable Christian 
tried to live his entire life by the love of God, with God’s love motivating each action.

References: 11 Brother Lawrence Quotes that Will Challenge How You Practice Faith by Jesse Carey. http://www.
relevantmagazine.com/god/11-brother-lawrence-quotes-will-challenge-how-you-practice-faith; The Practice of the 
Presence of God by Brother Lawrence. http://thepracticeofthepresenceofgod.com/the-practice-of-the-presence-
of-god/; Wikipedia. Brother Lawrence.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_Lawrence.

Brother Lawrence at work in the kitchen.
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A Season of Rejoicing

The Christmas and New Year period was a season of 
rejoicing and celebration at St Stephen’s, Flemington.

Our bilingual family service on the Sunday before 
Christmas set the tone. The Rev. Henk De Waard 
preached seamlessly in English and Indonesian on the 

glory of God revealed to the lowly shepherds in the birth of Jesus. The choir was in 
full voice and so was the whole congregation.

Following the service, the Sunday school performed a highly entertaining nativity 
play. It was a real joy to see the children of our church proclaiming the good news 
of Christ with such enthusiasm.

After the play, we all settled in for a sumptuous and leisurely congregational lunch.

The Christmas morning service was surprisingly well attended, too.

We held a special 
bilingual service of 
thanksgiving in the even-
ing on New Year’s Day. 
We were joined by the 
Rev. Litha Hershusius, 
who led the prayers in 
both Indonesian and 
English. Sixty-five people 
attended the service, and 
$662 was collected for 
the Presbyterian & Scots’ 
Church Joint Mission.

Supper followed in the 
Muir Hall, but the even-

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court

The Sunday school tell the old, old story, just like it was brand new.
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ing was far from over. Ricky Sihombing entertained us with some superb cabaret 
singing, and before we knew it, people were on their feet dancing and dancing and 
dancing.

As I gazed on the happy, laughing throng of my brothers and sisters in Christ, I was 
reminded of the ancient, divinely-inspired words of the Preacher in Ecclesiastes:

What gain has the worker from his toil? I have seen the business that God has 
given to the children of man to be busy with. He has made everything beauti-
ful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I perceived that 
there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as 
they live; also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his 
toil – this is God’s gift to man. (Eccl. 3:9-13, ESV)

It was a most enjoyable and memorable evening. We will no doubt repeat the for-
mula on future New Year’s Days, so maybe you might consider pencilling it in to 
your calendar, and joining us on 1st January 2017. But make sure you bring your 
dancing shoes.

Phil

It was Friday night fever on the dance floor on New Year’s Day.
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Help for the Homeless
The Lazarus Centre

St Peter’s, Eastern Hill

With our location in the heart of Melbourne, we at Scots’ Church have the op-
portunity and responsibility to reach out to people around us in great need, 
including the homeless of our city.

There are many organisations providing services for the homeless; each one of 
these would warmly welcome volunteers or financial assistance. In order to help in 
making an informed choice as to how you may assist, information regarding these 
organisations will be featured in a Leaflet series.

The Lazarus Centre, which operates from St Peter’s Anglican Church, Eastern Hill, 
provides breakfast every day of the year from 7.30 am to 9.00 am. It offers this ser-
vice for many people who need food, 
company and support. It is the first 
available meal of the day for those who 
have been sleeping rough.

All who come are offered cereal, toast, 
and tea or coffee on a self-serve basis. 
Small food parcels are also available. 
Clients are also encouraged to avail 
themselves of services offered by St 
Mark’s Community Centre, Fitzroy. At 
this facility there are showers, washing 
machines and dryers, and food parcels, 
as well as substantial meals and oppor-
tunities for recreational activities.

Twice a month, the Lazarus Centre of-
fers a cooked breakfast of bacon, eggs 
and hash browns, with support from 
corporate volunteers. St Peter’s Anglican Church, Eastern Hill.
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On Fridays, a barbecue is held from 
11.00 am, in conjunction with Doutta 
Galla Health Services. Workers from 
health, legal and housing services are 
available to assist clients in a friendly 
and relaxed situation.

Conducted under the auspices of 
Anglicare Victoria, the breakfast pro-
gram is coordinated daily by two paid 
staff members. Volunteers who work 
each morning, assisting in the program, 
come from within and outside the par-
ish, with a diversity of backgrounds.

You can participate or contribute to the 
breakfast program at the Lazarus Centre 
by contacting the Coordinator on 0458 
750 031. The centre welcomes new 
volunteers, and donations, including 
financial assistance or non-perishable 
groceries or blankets.

The following words from the Gospel of Matthew underpin the ministry to the 
homeless at St Peter’s, Eastern Hill, and to others who provide a range of services to 
assist those in need in the community:

‘For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me. ’ Then the righteous will 
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked 
and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the 
King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:35-40 (ESV)

Reference: The Breakfast Program.  http://web.stpeters.org.au/other/lazarus.shtml

The Lazarus Centre at St Peter’s, open each morning 
for breakfast.
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A special presentation was made to Assistant Organist Dr Robin Batterham 
AO at the morning worship service on Sunday, 20th December 2015. After 20 
years in the position, Robin is retiring so that he can spend more time with 
his family and travelling overseas.

Both Director of Music 
Douglas Lawrence OAM 
and the Rev. Douglas 
Robertson spoke warmly 
of Robin’s contribution 
to the music and life 
of Scots’ Church over 
his years as Assistant 
Organist. At the time 
of the selection of a 
replacement for the 
church organ, he pro-
vided unequivocal and 
enthusiastic support for 
the purchase and instal-
lation of our magnificent 

Rieger organ; this was much appreciated. During his time with us, Robin was also 
the chief scientist for the Australian Government for six years. The Rev. Robertson 
concluded with a presentation to Robin on behalf of Scots’.

We thank Robin for the wonderful contribution he has made to the worship and 
music of Scots’ Church during his years to us, and wish him well in his future 
ventures.

A Farewell

Douglas Lawrence (right) speaking as Scots’ farewells Dr Batterham 
on 20th December 2015.

Guidelines for The Leaflet
The length of articles ranges from short items to 1,000 words or more, with a 
maximum of 2,000 words. Advertising information is not included in The Leaflet.
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William Macmichael Shields

Last year, Sascha Bauer, a German student studying at the University of 
Melbourne Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning, enquired at the 
church office for information on William Macmichael Shields, once honor-
ary architect of The Scots’ Church. There was very little to be found in our 
archives except a few architectural drawings and a typed note from his son, 
William Roy Shields, a former member of Scots’ Board of Management. Sascha 
left no stone unturned in his search for information, almost to the point of 
giving up. His perseverance unearthed a very interesting story and he has 
kindly agreed to the use of his findings for this article.

W. M. Shields was born in 1869 in Sunbury, Victoria, to Dr Andrew Shields and Agnes 
Shields. Dr Shields, born in Berwickshire, Scotland, was a doctor of medicine with 
degrees in Arts and Theology. He travelled to India as a medical missionary and 

was followed by Agnes 
Galbraith Weir, whom 
he married in Calcutta. 
Shortly afterwards, they 
sailed for Melbourne 
arriving in 1868. He 
became government 
medical officer for the 
next 30 years in Victoria. 
As medical officer with 
the Sunbury Industrial 
School, he became 
friends with William 

Clarke of ‘Rupertswood’, later Sir William. It is believed that William Shields was 
named after William Clarke.

There followed another seven children, and the families became good friends. 
William Clarke’s ‘Rupertswood’ property was a great gathering place for sport-

From the Archives

Above: Dr Andrew and Agnes Shields.
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ing events and military balls. The Victorian Nordenfeldt Battery (1885–1889) was 
renamed the Victorian Horse Artillery (1889–1897), and widely known as the 
Rupertswood Battery. At William Clarke’s insistence, the soldiers of his private 
battery should consist of half local men and half young professional and busi-
nessmen from the city. The young men trained hard, twice a week, and William 
Shields quickly rose through the ranks. Other Shields family members joined 
him. The battery attended the laying of the foundation stone of Parliament House 
by his Excellency the Governor. Attendance at further official events followed 
and they travelled to Britain and were presented to Queen Victoria where they 
were asked to lead her personal escort at the marriage of the future King George 
and Queen Mary. The battery brought back to Melbourne several tournament 
prizes. They never went to war, and the Victorian Government denied them ser-
viceable guns. The equipment finally fell into disrepair and was unsafe to use in 
drills and tournaments. The battery officially disbanded in 1897. William Shields 
had suffered a broken leg and other physical injuries, and was restricted from 
further attendances.

William Shields was educated in a public school, 
Hawthorn Grammar School and Scotch College. He 
did not attend tertiary education as an architect; he 
was articled in the office of Guyon Purchas and/
or his father before he went into partnership with 
Guyon Purchas at the age of 27. At the turn of the 
20th century, he was practising under his own name 
and built up a reputation as the honorary architect 
of the Children’s Hospital, the Women’s Hospital and 
The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, all of which gave him 
substantial work over the years. He was responsible 
for more than 250 projects under his name, and built 
more than 64 residences, villas, homesteads, lodges 
and cottages; three private hospitals; 21 commercial 
buildings, such as hotels, warehouses, factories, office 
buildings, stables, shops, cafes and others, mostly built 
in and around Melbourne. It appears from a number 
of tender notices that his main work was additions, 
alterations and renovations to existing buildings.Sergeant William Shields.
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William Shields mar-
ried Lucy Evelyn Hood, 
third daughter of Mr 
Justice Hood, later Sir 
Joseph Henry Hood 
of Melbourne. By then 
already a notable per-
sonality and architect, 
he selected The Scots’ 
Church for the wedding, 
where he would be 
affiliated for many years, 
serving as honorary 
architect from 1910 until 
his death in 1949.

They made their home at ‘Wyuna’ in Malvern Road, Toorak.

Their son, William Roy Shields, remembers sitting in the ‘Wool Corner’ where the 
family had their pew.

William Shields worked out of an office at 123 Queen Street, Melbourne, until 1932 
under his own name, and until 1935 under which address his last tender notice 
appears in conjunction with Leighton F. Irwin. He supervised the restoration of the 
spire of Scots’ Church when the top five and a half metres had to be rebuilt in 1923, 
and again in 1936 where the top 12 metres had to be rebuilt. At the age of 78, he 
climbed the spire to inspect the work. He was responsible for the design of The 
Scots’ Church Hall at 99 Russell Street, which was built by Mr W. Parker and demol-
ished in 2012. A Fellow of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, he was not a 
regular attendee at meetings.

In 1953, a carved blackwood cabinet was presented to The Scots’ Church in 
memory of William Macmichael Shields. Known as the Shields Memorial Cabinet, 
it contains The Book of Remembrance, which currently displays the entry of HM 
Queen Elizabeth’s visit to the church.

Reference: Bauer, Sascha D. William Macmichael Shields: The Forgotten Architect. A Study of His Life and Work.  
Unpublished work forming part of the requirement for a higher degree, Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning, 
University of Melbourne, June 2015.

The Princess May Pavilion of the Royal Children’s Hospital on Pelham 
Street, Carlton, circa 1930.



Plans of Scots Church Hall.
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Know Your Church
Stained Glass Windows in the North Porch
If you come into the church from Collins Street through the north porch, take a 
moment to look at the two beautiful windows there and to reflect on the mes-
sages they convey. Both were dedicated to the memory of Donald Mackinnon, 
a trustee of Scots’ Church and first chairman of the Turnbull Trust, in 1936.

Sadly, we do not have a record of the artist who designed these windows. They 
were manufactured in Melbourne by Brooks, Robinson & Co., who also installed all 
the windows in the Russell Street porch and a pair of windows, the parables of The 
Treasure in the Field and The Pearl of Great Price, in the south aisle. Henry Brooks 
began importing glass and china following his arrival in Australia in 1853. After he 
was joined by Edward Robinson in 1869, they moved into commercial glazing and 
were supplying stained glass by the early 1880s. At first they imported stained glass 
windows, but later established their own studio. They continued to produce stained 

glass until 1963 when the 
company was taken over 
by Email Pty Ltd.

The left window, entitled I 
am the Light of the World, is 
similar in composition to a 
painting by William Holman 
Hunt (1827–1910) entitled 
The Light of the World and 
first completed in 1854. He 
went on to paint this sub-
ject three times. The first 
version is held in the side 
chapel at Keble College, 
Oxford. A much larger 
painting is found in St Paul’s 
Cathedral, London. This was 
painted when Hunt was 

‘I am the Light of the World’ – 
the left window in the north 
porch of the church.

Holman Hunt’s picture that 
hangs in Manchester Art 
Gallery.



P a g e  2 0

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6

elderly and his eyesight was failing; because of this he was assisted by his pupil 
Edward Hughes. A third version is found in Manchester Art Gallery. There are small 
differences between each version.

The major features of Hunt’s painting are included in the window, with some altera-
tions due to the transposition from oil painting to stained glass. Jesus is depicted 
in keeping with the manner of the time. The halo around his head sets him apart as 
a holy person, and he is wearing a crown of thorns. The white robe seen under his 
cloak was also worn by the high priest in the Jewish tradition. The door on which 
Jesus knocks represents the door of our lives; there is no handle and it can only be 
opened from the inside. All the light comes from the lantern held in Jesus’ left hand. 
The weeds across the door symbolise sin, and fruit fallen on the ground the rejec-
tion of Jesus’ invitation.

The words from Revelation 3:20 (ESV), ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any-
one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and 
he with me’, inspired Hunt’s painting.

The words beneath the window are from John 8:12 
(ESV), ‘Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”’

The right window, The Greatest of these is Love, depicts 
a woman showing great care and tenderness for a 
child. Look carefully—the child has a bandaged foot 
and leg, with a crutch under his left arm. The Bible 
quote is from 1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV), ‘So now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.’

References: Chapel History and Treasures – Keble College. http://www.keble.
ox.ac.uk/about/chapel/chapel-history-and-treasures; Saint Paul’s Cathedral, 
London: Light of the World Booklet. https://www.stpauls.co.uk/documents/
education/Light_of_the_world_booklet.pdf; The Scots’ Church, Melbourne. 
The Stories in Stained Glass: The Scots’ Church, Melbourne Stained Glass 
Windows. MaddingCrowd Publishing, Melbourne, 2011.

‘The Greatest of These is Love’ – 
the right window in the north 
porch.
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The mission’s 2015 pre-Christmas barbecue on 1st December drew an unprec-
edented crowd. Thirty-two people attended our morning worship service, held in St 
Stephen’s sanctuary, in the half hour before the Mission hall opens.

During the day, our vol-
unteers provided bags 
of groceries and sizzling 
sausages to 148 people. 
This is an increase of 
65 people over the 2014 
barbecue. It is a sobering 
indication of the stead-
ily increasing number 
of people in need in 
the inner north-west of 
Melbourne, and the cor-
responding increase in 
demand on the mission’s 
resources.

We were pleased to have 
several visitors join us 
for the day, including 
Scots’ Session Clerk Rae 
Anstee, Scots’ office staff 
Jonathan North and 
Sebert Ruddock, Melton 
Session Clerk Dennis 
Wright, and the Clerk of 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Victoria’s General 
Assembly John Wilson. 
We were also entertained 

News from the Flemington Mission

St Mary’s House of Welcome choir sing Christmas carols.

Mission Management Committeeman Robert Lowe (left) welcomes 
PCV General Assembly Clerk John Wilson to the mission.
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and inspired by a per-
formance of Christmas 
carols and songs from 
the choir of St Mary’s 
House of Welcome.

Two thousand and fifteen 
has been a successful 
year for the mission, 
with a wonderful and 
sustained effort from the 
volunteers, some much 
needed renovation to 
the mission hall, and an 
increase in the level of 
donations. We know there 
will be more people 
seeking our help in 2016. 
Above all, this will put 
a greater strain on our 
finances.

If you are already sup-
porting the mission in 
your giving, then please 
accept our grateful 
thanks. If you would like 
to start supporting us, 
consider making out a 
cheque to Presbyterian 
and Scots’ Church 

Joint Mission, and posting it to our Treasurer: Glenys Wright, 86 Kurunjang Drive, 
KURUNJANG  VIC  3337. Alternatively, you can donate electronically to: BSB: 083 004, 
Account No.: 51512 1952, Account name: Presbyterian & Scots Mission.

Philip Court
Missioner

Scots’ office staff, Sebert Ruddock (left) and Jonathan North join in 
the fun.

Scots’ Session Clerk Rae Anstee getting into the festivities.
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Professor Andrew Kemp

Professor Andrew Kemp, a medical specialist in paediatric allergy and immu-
nology, has given a lifetime of service to the community through his work 
with children.

Born at St Andrew’s 
Hospital in East 
Melbourne, Andrew, 
together with his brother 
and sister, grew up 
in Balwyn and North 
Balwyn. His primary 
and secondary educa-
tion were completed 
at Scotch College. He 
went on to study medi-
cine at the University 
of Melbourne, where 
he lived in Ormond 
College for the second 
to fourth years of his 
undergraduate studies. 
After graduating as a doc-
tor, Andrew spent a year 
at the Royal Melbourne 

Hospital as a resident medical officer, going on to the Royal Children’s Hospital as a 
senior resident in paediatrics.

Andrew’s next position was as a research scholar in the Department of Immunology, 
John Curtin School of Medical Research, Australian National University, Canberra, 
where his research involved the study of lymphocytes and their movement around 
the body. He continued in this field as a research associate in the Division of 
Immunology, Duke University Medical Centre, Durham, North Carolina, USA.

Interview

Professor Andrew Kemp, a medical specialist in paediatric allergy and 
immunology, has given a lifetime of service.
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On his return to Australia, Andrew was appointed as a medical registrar at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, where he remained for two years. His next 
move was to Flinders Medical Centre, South Australia, as a staff specialist in clini-
cal immunology and senior lecturer in immunology at Flinders University. In 1979, 
he took up a position as head of the Department of Immunology at The Royal 
Alexandra Hospital for Children, Sydney, NSW, where he was also a physician in the 
Department of Respiratory Medicine, and a clinical lecturer in paediatrics at the 
University of Sydney. Andrew returned to the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, 
in 1990 as the director of Clinical Immunology and director of Paediatric Physician 
Training, as well as being the head of a general medical unit. He was also appoint-
ed professorial associate and subsequently professor, Department of Paediatrics, 
University of Melbourne. From 1995 to 2003, Andrew was the director of the 
Department of Immunology, Women’s and Children’s Health Care Network, Royal 
Children’s Hospital.

In 2003, Andrew was appointed professor first Australian chair of Paediatric Allergy 
and Immunology, University of Sydney and Department of Allergy and Immunology, 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney, NSW. He held these positions until he 
returned to Melbourne in 2009, as a clinical paediatric research immunologist at 
the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.

Throughout his years in the medical profession, Andrew’s contribution to his cho-
sen field has been formidable. Some of these activities include: membership of 
professional societies where he has held a number of senior positions; and mem-
bership of expert panels and advisory committees, including those with a focus 
on research and education. Andrew has presented papers based on his original 
research at many Australian and international conferences, and has presented post 
graduate lectures and seminars in Australia and overseas, including the United 
Kingdom, USA, Hong Kong, Singapore and Sweden. He has been involved in the 
supervision of students for higher degrees, and examined theses for higher degrees 
for a number of universities. Andrew has undertaken postgraduate work as a visiting 
fellow at centres in the United Kingdom, Sweden, USA and Singapore, as well as in 
Australia. He has published well over 200 articles in refereed journals. His contri-
bution to medical knowledge and to the welfare of children through a lifetime of 
dedication has been enormous.

On a more personal focus, Andrew grew up in the Anglican church. His first link 
with Scots’ Church was during the period he was studying at the University of 
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Melbourne, when he used to attend the evening services. Andrew and his wife 
Sally, a general practitioner, met as undergraduates. After graduation Sally worked 
in Libya and Penang for some years before she and Andrew met up again in 
Melbourne. They were married just prior to moving to Durham, North Carolina, 
where Andrew took up his position at Duke University. Sally worked as a general 
practitioner at Durham and wherever the family subsequently moved, gaining a 
wealth of varied experience.

Andrew and Sally have a son, Charles, and two daughters, Celia and Alice. The 
family has strong links with Scotch College. Andrew’s grandfather attended Scotch 
in the early days. Andrew’s father, then Andrew and his son Charles also contin-
ued the tradition, Charles being dux of the school and top student in the State of 
Victoria in his final year at Scotch—a wonderful achievement. Charles now lives 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he works in the field of cognitive science, He 
is married to Yuting who has a PhD in health economics and works as a health 
economist. Charles and Yuting have one son, Albert. Celia and Alice both attended 
the Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Sally’s old school. Celia works in medicine and 
law, and Alice is a school teacher.

Andrew is a volunteer on the Welcome Desk roster, and he and Sally are regular 
members of the Sunday morning congregation.

Work remains a focus of interest for Andrew, and he has also enjoyed playing golf 
over a period of years.

Our thanks for Andrew for his magnificent contribution to children’s health and 
to medical education and research through his work and leadership in the field 
of paediatric allergy and immunology over many years.

Service and sermon recordings
If you wish to listen to some of the sermons preached at Scots’ Church 
throughout the week, they are available for download on the church 
website at: http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/.

Alternatively, the 11.00 am traditional worship service is recorded each Sunday and 
is available on CD for a small charge. Contact the church office for information.

online
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Showers of rain did not 
dampen the spirits of 
guests who came from 
near and far to attend 
the wedding of Anna 
Bohn and Nathan Price 
in Scots’ Church on 31st 
October 2015.

Anna has been a soprano 
with our choir for many 
years and fellow chor-
isters sang Palestrina’s 
Exsultate Deo and 
Walton’s Set Me as a Seal 
Upon Thine Heart during 
the service.

The bride’s parents, 
Manfred and Lynette 
Bohn, travelled from 
Ipswich, Queensland. 
Nathan’s parents, Peter 
and Annette Price, came 
from Terang in Western 
Victoria. Anna’s 93-year-
old grandfather, Ronald 
Andersen from Brisbane, 
was very pleased to be 
there.

David Farrands’ trumpet 
playing enhanced the 
occasion, with Douglas 
Lawrence accompany-

Wedding of Anna and Nathan

Top: the wedding  group following the ceremony; bottom left:
Anna and Nathan move down the aisle at Scots’ following their 
wedding; bottom right: the happy couple enjoying a moment together.
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ing him on the organ, 
including ‘Rondeau’ from 
Sinfonie de Fanfares by 
Mouret for the proces-
sional and Bach’s ‘Air’ 
Orchestral Suite No. 3 in 
D Major during the sign-
ing of the register.

The Rev. Richard O’Brien 
conducted the marriage, 
and Vikki Kay, Anna’s 
friend from earlier days 
at Brisbane’s Charlton 
Street Presbyterian 
Church, did the Bible 
reading. Vikki flew from 
Iquique in Chile.

Purple and white bou-
quets and the floral 
arrangements echoed 
the theme of the lovely 
purple dresses worn 
by bridesmaid Belinda 
Ainslie and flower girl 
Mia White. Luke Breen 
was best man.

‘March Characteristique’ from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite was the recessional, 
played by family friend Robert Dearness, organist at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Fortitude Valley in Brisbane. When Anna moved to Melbourne, it was Robert who 
recommended she contact Douglas Lawrence regarding joining our choir.

A reception at ‘The Willows’ in St Kilda Road followed the ceremony. Anna and 
Nathan now live in their new home in Reservoir.

Jenny Young

In Memoriam
Our sympathy is extended to the family and friends 
of the following people:

•	 May Ferguson Mullholland, a former member 
of the Sunshine Presbyterian Church and St 
Andrews’ Uniting Church, Footscray, and 
a volunteer on the Scots’ Welcome Desk, 
passed away on 5th November 2015. She was 
a regular visitor to special services at Scots’ 
and is fondly remembered as a Sunday school 
teacher at Sunshine by elder Lois Taylor. One 
of her nephews is the Rev. Allan Thompson, a 
minister in the Uniting Church.

•	 The Rev. Henry ‘Arthur’ Stamp passed away 
on 7th December 2015. His funeral was held at 
the Heritage Funeral Home, Wantirna, on 15th 
December. Arthur had a long association with 
Scots’ Church, attending many services and 
home fellowship groups over the years.

Our condolences to the families and friends of May 
and Arthur.

Psalm 121
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In late 2015, Marian Mooney passed on some information she had received 
from Grace Dodge, who had spent many years as a missionary in Bangladesh. 
Grace wrote:

This year the Broadbanks Dispensary at Birisiri [Bangladesh] celebrated its 
75th Jubilee and I was asked to research the history, which I was able to do 
with the help of staff in the archives. Dr. F.W. Boreham was a guest preacher 
at Scots’ Church for many years for which he was paid a fee. He allowed this 
money to accumulate then asked Mr. F.A. Marsh for a suggestion about how 
it could be used. He was delighted for the fund to be used to establish and 
provide ongoing costs to the dispensary at Birisiri but did not want his name 
connected with it. So a compromise was reached and the dispensary was 
called ‘Broadbanks’ after a person to whom he frequently referred in his essays.’

Grace was able to pro-
vide further information 
regarding the dispensary, 
established to meet the 
needs of the Garo people 
of the region, to whom 
western medicine was 
a new concept. As they 
became familiar with its 
benefits, they brought 
sick animals to be treat-
ed, along with the people. 
Since its inception, the 
Broadbanks Dispensary 
has had a major 
influence in Birisiri, 
providing relief for 

Christians, Muslims and Hindus in need of assistance. It played an important role in 
famine relief and for the population during World War II. When the dispensary was 
opened again after the devastation of the War of Liberation in 1971, staff treated up 

A Link with Bangladesh

The Broadbanks Dispensary today: now a clinic and nursing home, 
established 1940.
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to 200 patients a day, as well as doing deliveries. Up to 
30 people would camp at the dispensary overnight to 
be in the queue next morning. Local Christian people 
have been trained as nurses, doctors, lab technicians, 
compounders. There have been no Australian staff 
there for the last 30 years. The dispensary has been 
expanded to become a small hospital providing sur-
gery, x-ray,ultrasound and other facilities.

The initial funding provided by Dr Boreham paid for the 
construction of the building and the ongoing costs of 
staff salaries and building maintenance for many years. 
From its commencement, patients paid for medicines.

Dr Boreham (1871–1959) was a noted Baptist preacher and author. In 1937, during a 
vacancy at Scots’ Church, he was invited to conduct the Wednesday lunchtime ser-
vices. The congregation soon grew and, at times, up to 500 people attended services. 
He remained there for 18 years, his last service being in March 1955, just four years 
prior to his death.

‘Broadbanks’ was named after the Rev. John Broadbanks, a fellow minister, probably 
Presbyterian, based at Silverstream, when Dr Boreham was pastor at neighbouring 
Mosgiel, New Zealand, prior to moving to Melbourne. The two enjoyed recreational 
time together, but also shared sermon ideas and deeper discussions.

Mr F. A. Marsh, who advised regarding the use of Dr Boreham’s accumulated funds, 
was secretary of the Australian Baptist Mission at the time.

Grace Dodge, whose research uncovered the link with Scots’ Church and the 
Broadbanks Dispensary, trained as a teacher. In 1959, after some years of prepara-
tion and wonderful support from the Mooroolbark Baptist Church, Grace set out 
for Mymensingh in (then) East Pakistan, this being her base for most of the next 32 
years. In the early days there, Grace undertook language studies and in her second 
year began taking religion classes for Protestant students at the Women’s Training 
College. She was also involved with training for the new All Age Sunday School 
being established by the Baptist Church. In her third year in East Pakistan, Grace 
worked as a relieving teacher at Birisiri, and set up a series of camps for children 
and adults, these helping to strengthen their faith.

Teaching responsibilities were combined with other initiatives as Grace saw oppor-
tunities to meet the needs of the people with whom she was working. Bible camps 

Dr F. W. Boreham in 1911.
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provided ongoing openings to teach adults as well as children in association with 
the church, increasing literacy.

The civil war in East 
Pakistan in 1971 caused 
much devastation and 
interrupted programs 
that had been in place. 
It led to the forma-
tion of the new nation 
of Bangladesh, and 
Mymensingh became 
a hub for activities and 
development. The Bible 
Students Fellowship 
of Bangladesh (BSFB), 
formed at this time, has 
grown steadily and con-
tinues to flourish today. 
Grace was involved in the 
preparation of Bible study 
materials and booklets to 
assist the fellowship.

In 1984, Grace moved 
to Birisiri once more, 
where she remained 
until her return to 

Melbourne in 1990. Since that time, she has maintained close contact with the work 
in Bangladesh, and continues to prepare Bible study booklets for the BSFB. She also 
works as a Bengali interpreter for a number of organisations in Melbourne. Grace 
still worships at Mooroolbark Baptist Church, which supported her throughout her 
years in Bangladesh where she has given a lifetime of wonderful service.

(The Editor acknowledges the assistance of Grace Dodge and Marian Mooney in the 
preparation of this article.)

References: Dodge, Grace.  From Mooroolbark to Mymensingh – and Back’, Binbilla Global Interaction September 
2014; The Official F.W. Boreham Blog Site.   http://fwboreham.blogspot.com.au; Ward, Rowland S. The Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013. Australian Scholarly Publishing Pty Ltd, North Melbourne, 2014.

The ‘crest’ presented to honour Dr Boreham at the 75th anniversary 
of the Broadbanks Dispensary.
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
Sale, Gippsland
The story of Sale Presbyterian Church begins with Angus MacMillan, who 
opened up Gippsland for settlement in the 1840s; his name also headed the 
‘List of Subscriptions for a Presbyterian Clergyman to Reside in the Upper 
District of Gippsland’. It was to MacMillan’s station, Bushy Park (now Maffra), 
that the Rev. William S. Login, the inaugural minister at Sale, made his first 
pastoral visit on 22nd January 1854, where he conducted a short service.

Some time earlier, in 1841, the Rev. James Forbes of Scots’ Church had written to the 
Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland, requesting a minister for Gippsland. 
However, it was not until 1851 that the Rev. W. Robb was sent from Sydney to 
Gippsland. No records exist of his movements and he did not remain in the area 
for long. He was followed by the Rev. Thomas M’Anlis, who was called to Tarraville 
and Alberton, South Gippsland, in January 1854 under the Melbourne Presbytery of 
the Synod of Australia, connected to the Established Church of Scotland. This was 
distinct from the Free Church Synod of Victoria, associated with the Free Church 
of Scotland, who sent Mr Login to Sale later that month. He had been appointed 
by the Colonial Committee of the Free Church. Born in Stromness, Orkney, in 1819, 
after his ordination and induction he returned to the Orkneys for nine years, to the 
Island of Papa Westray, before offering his services for Australia. Mr Login arrived in 
Melbourne in late November 1853, at the height of the gold rush, taking his wife 
and four children on to Port Albert where they stayed with relatives until accom-
modation was available in Sale. Mr Login continued on.

Login’s first task was to make himself known as widely as possible, telling all that he 
planned to conduct a worship service at the Woolpack Inn, Sale, on 29th January 
1854. This service drew a congregation of about 50 adults. In the following months, 
he visited all the stations in the district, ascertaining that there were about 32 
Presbyterian families in the area. The second service was held three weeks after the 
first in the same venue, but soon afterwards they had the use of the local court 
house for a time. By mid 1854, the first Sale church, a bark building, was erected on 
land supplied by Mr Thomson, a parishioner. This building was capable of seating 
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100 people and at first had neither lining nor flooring, with a wool press covered in 
green baize serving as a pulpit. The Church of England shared the bark church until 
their own building was completed in 1856, with the Presbyterians moving to their 
new church, built on a two acre (0.8 hectare) government grant of land, in 1859.

The foundation stone for the new church was laid in March 1859 and the open-
ing service conducted on 5th July that year. The building was Gothic in style, with 
external walls 60 feet x 30 feet (18 metres x 9 metres). Bricks were made from clay 
obtained on the site. However, the walls later required cement rendering as the 
brickwork was not waterproof. Subsequently, in 1870, the internal walls were also 
rendered. The floor bearers of the building were of 6 inches x 4 inches (15 centi-
metres x 10 centimetres) red gum beams resting on red gum stumps not sunk in 
the ground, but resting on sole plates, these in turn resting on the surface of the 
ground. Under the centre aisle a brick wall supported the bearers.

Mr Login organised a manse for himself and his family, purchasing land himself and 
building the house with money from the congregation, government grants and his 
own capital. This caused some complications, and, in 1868, he proposed that the manse 
be put up for sale in the church’s name, and that he would buy it. This was accepted.

A Sunday school was built in 1888, and a kindergarten room added in 1914.

A building program for a new church was initiated in the early 1950s, and was un-
derway at the time of the centenary celebrations in 1954. Although the church had 
hoped to install a pipe organ, the cost was considered prohibitive and, in 1953, a 
high quality electronic organ was purchased to serve the needs of the church.

The new building was completed and, with the congregation voting to move to the 
Uniting Church at the time of Church Union in 1977, now stands as St Columba’s 
Uniting Church, Sale.

By the time of the centenary, six ministers had been called to the Sale Presbyterian 
Church, several with connections to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne.

Mr Login, the first minister who worked so diligently to establish the church at Sale, 
retired in 1886 after 32 years of service there. The second minister, the Rev. George 
M. Connor, was born in New South Wales, but was sent to Scotland for his education. 
He returned to Melbourne in 1882, going first as an assistant at St George’s, Geelong, 
then to Golden Square, Bendigo, where he was ordained and inducted in 1883. 
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In 1886, he accepted a 
call to Sale, where he 
remained for almost 26 
years before moving to 
Fairfield.

The Rev. W. Wilson Smith 
was the third minister 
at Sale. He was born in 
Ayreshire, Scotland, but 
studied for the ministry 
in Canada. His brother, 
the Rev. D. W. Smith, 
persuaded him to come 
to Australia, where he 
worked at Richmond 
and Bendigo before being called to Sale in 1913. His father, the Rev. James Smith, 
became minister at Traralgon. During World War I, Mr Wilson Smith served as a 

Old Presbyterian Church, Sale, in use from 1859 to the 1950s, when it was replaced by a new building.

The interior of the old Presbyterian church, Sale.

Im
age credit: Rose Stereographic co. (c. 1920–1954; source: State Library 

of Victoria.
Im

age credit: Rose Stereographic co. (c. 1920–1954; source: State Library 
of Victoria.
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chaplain with the 37th Battalion AIF in England and France, returning to Sale in late 
1918. He resigned from the Sale charge in 1920, moving first to Yarraville and later to 
Queensland. After retiring, he returned to Melbourne and lived in Blackburn.

The Rev. William D. Marshall followed. His father, the Rev. Alexander Marshall, was 
born in Perthshire, and William came to Australia with his family when his father was 
called to Scots’ Church, Melbourne, in 1888. After graduating with an MA in 1911, he 
served as an assistant to his father at Scots’ for two years, and in 1913 moved to the 
Tron Kirk, Edinburgh, where he was an assistant. He returned to Noorat, Victoria, in 
1915, and moved to Sale in 1921.

The Rev. Gillam A. Wood was born at Geelong and completed his studies at Ormond 
College, University of Melbourne. After time at Mortlake and South Australia, he was 
called to Sale in 1942, moving to St. Andrew’s, Geelong, in 1949.

The minister at the time of the centenary celebrations at Sale was the Rev. David S. 
Broughton. He was born at The Wilderness, Coleraine, later moving to Melbourne. 
After he was licenced in 1940, he became assistant to the Rev. J. Golder Burns at 
Scots’. After several positions in the Royal Navy, first as a seaman and later as a chap-
lain, he was called to Sale in 1950.

Although the church 
voted to become 
Uniting, a Presbyterian 
Church was once again 
established in Sale 
in 1999. St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church 
has a building in 
Dundas Street, Sale, 
where worship services 
are conducted each 
Sunday morning. There is also a fortnightly Bible study.

(The Editor acknowledges the assistance of Mr Ron Stone, Elder, St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Sale, in the preparation of this article.)

Reference: Ingpen, Robert. In Pastures Green: The Story of the Presbyterian Church, Sale, Gippsland, Victoria. 
Enterprise Press, Sale, 1954.

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Sale.
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Brian Lowe

Brian Lowe was born just before the outbreak of World War II, and soon after-
wards was taken by his mother to Wales to escape the bombing. He remained 
there until late l943 when he returned to London. At that time the capital was 
still being heavily bombed, with the ‘siren’ and ‘all clear’ sounding off all too 
frequently. Many of those early years were charged with mixed emotions for 
Brian, with memories of explosions, military uniforms, Anderson air raid shel-
ters and ‘the blackout’ now, of course, a dark distant memory.

Brian’s early religious 
grounding was with the 
Church of England; this 
became the bedrock for 
his future values and 
attitudes towards life. 
His early learning was 
followed by attending a 
small private preparatory 
school in London, then 
on to Sloane Grammar 
School, Chelsea. He 
enjoyed the usual sports 
of football, cricket, swim-
ming and some boxing. 
The school in general 
was academically sound 
and its headmaster 
was highly recognised 
throughout the country for his production of Shakespearian plays.

From there Brian became a student at Goldsmiths College, a branch of the 
University of London, where he studied fine art. Although most enjoyable, it soon 
became obvious that there would be limited options to provide for himself or a 

Interview

Brian Lowe, who has a lifetime of experience in the field of 
advertising and marketing.
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possible future family. As a result he applied for a transfer to a new course with an 
emphasis on advertising and marketing, where the prospects certainly appeared to 
be more appealing. After the combination of some five years of study he was ready, 
so he thought, for the wider world.

Brian’s first experience in working for a living was to join a ‘middle weight’ 
advertising agency where he learnt to understand the importance of deadlines 
and budgeting. However, it did not take long before he observed the meaning 
of the old maxim, ‘The Swinging Door Industry’. The fact that agencies often 
lose clients means that account executives have to constantly be on guard 
when monitoring the market. So much so that it has often been quoted that 
the precariousness of its executives is second only to the world of the theatre. 
His task was that of marketing; this meant analysis of a client’s business, as well 
as coordinating other services provided by the agency, such as new product 
development, creative media, public relations, and promotions in order to put 
together a full business package.

In 1969, Brian met his wife Margaret at a social occasion arranged by a number of 
medical doctors from St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. They were married in 
December of that year at St Columba’s Church of Scotland in Knightsbridge, by the 
Rev. Fraser McCluskey. They lived for a short time in West Kensington, later moving to 
Surbiton, Surrey, where they regularly attended St Matthew’s Anglican Church.

In the early seventies, Brian joined Tetra Pak, UK, a Swedish liquid packaging compa-
ny specialising in liquid milk and fruit juices. He was responsible for assisting clients 
of the company to brand and market their products throughout the UK. While there, 
he interviewed a number of major international advertising agencies, eventually 
appointing one to handle Tetra Pak, UK, business. After several years, he eventually 
left to form and launch his own advertising company, Marketing & Communications 
Ltd, offering a full range of marketing services for its clients. It was a new concept 
in advertising and was presented to the Incorporated Society for British Advertisers 
where it was commended for its different approach to the market.

Apart from business, one of Brian’s interests was in country sports. He was a 
field trials judge and had a particular interest hunting bloodhounds. This is not 
a blood sport, but one where a person walks several miles across country usu-
ally in appalling weather conditions. A hound or hounds are then put onto the 
scent several hours later. It is important to realise that the hound has nothing 
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to assist it other than 
its nose and a person’s 
foot tread. Trials are held 
in the English coun-
try side in the spring 
and autumn, whatever 
the weather. It is not 
everyone’s idea of the 
outdoors, but for those 
who are interested 
enough to brave the ele-
ments, it is a fascinating 
sport. It may be of inter-
est to note that Brian 
wrote a book on the 
subject entitled, Hunting 
the Clean Boot (1981), 
published and distrib-
uted by Blandford Press 
and intended for both 
the UK and overseas 
markets.

Brian and Margaret 
came to Australia in 
1979 on a working holi-
day. The family, including 
two children with another on the way, booked a passage to Sydney on a Russian 
ship leaving Southampton in November. The voyage was interesting and event-
ful to the extent that there were East German spies on board who were painfully 
obvious in their conversations to extract information from passengers. The final 
confirmation of their identity came when a submarine surfaced to exchange pas-
sengers in the early hours of the morning when it was pitch black, in the middle 
of the Indian Ocean. What they expected to achieve is anybody’s guess. However, 
the rest of the trip was uneventful and they docked safely in Sydney just in time 
for Christmas.

St Columba’s Church of Scotland in Knightsbridge, London, where 
Brian and Margaret were married in December 1969 by the Rev. 
Fraser McCluskey. 
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Brian continued to work in Australia as a freelance consultant to a number of 
advertising agencies. One of these appointed him to become director of mar-
keting, this allowing him to design a project to promote Uncle Ben’s ‘Pal’ and 
‘Whiskas’ brands. The concept was to gain an indirect endorsement by associat-
ing the two brands with the Veterinary Association. He put together an insurance 
scheme for cat and dog owners that would cover unexpected accidents and 
illness. Brian contacted Lloyds of London as underwriters, Stewart Wrightson as 
brokers, and Uncle Ben’s to carry the information on the cans of pet food. Brian 
drew all the people together, including the research team, chaired all the meet-
ings and was ready for launch. There just happened to be a new chairman in 
the Mars group of companies in the USA who decided that they were in the pet 
food business and not into insurance. Alas, after nearly two and a half years of 
development it was shelved. To add insult to injury, some 30 years later, several pet 
insurance schemes are now on the market, one of which Brian and Margaret have 
willingly taken out for their own dogs.

An important association for both Brian and 
Margaret has been contact with The Scots’ Church 
in Melbourne. Margaret has been attending worship 
since 1994 and Brian from about 1996, joining directly 
as a result of the good influence of Margaret. He was 
appointed to the Board of Management in 2007, serv-
ing as a member until 2014. He regularly takes part in 
the duty roster for the Sunday morning services. Brian 
is very appreciative of the formal worship service and, 
of course, the outstanding choir and music.

Since retiring, Margaret spends a lot of time with 
photography and the garden. Brian’s interest is the 
garden and more recently he has returned to his mod-
est hobby of landscape painting. Any spare moments 
are more than taken up by nine grandchildren who 
demand full attention at all times.

Our thanks to Brian and Margaret for their faithful and 
consistent contribution to the life of Scots’ Church in 
so many ways.
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Timothy James Jellis
24th September 1990 – 24th October 2015

Our thoughts and prayers have been with the family and friends of Tim Jellis, who, 
sadly, lost his life in an accident on 24th October 2015.

His family and friends wish to express their thanks to Scots' Church for their kind-
ness and support in the following card:

With deepest sympathy,

Alison Robertson

In Memoriam
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Plants of the Bible
Tumbleweed (Gundelia tournefortii)

Tumbleweed (Gundelia tournefortii) is the 
best known of about 30 species of this-
tle, many of them edible, that grow in the 
semi-desert areas of the Near East, includ-
ing Palestine, Israel and Jordan.

The gundelia, a perennial thistle of the 
Compositae or daisy family, is an unusual and 
biologically interesting plant. It grows from 
a height of 30 centimetres to 50 centimetres, 
with a thick stem that branches close to the 
base. The leaves are ovate to oblong, lobed and 

very spiny, and grow up to a length of 20 centimetres. They are soft when young, but 
become stiff and leathery as they mature. Each branch terminates in a flowering head 
5 centimetres to 8 centimetres across. The innermost part of this consists of six or sev-
en florets, of which only the centre one is fertile. It is this that produces one large spiky 
edible nut. As the summer progresses, the plant becomes drier and finally detaches 
from the root, to be blown by the wind, dispersing its seeds contained in the nut.

The leaves, roots and flower buds are edible in early spring when the plant is 
young and tender. Gundelia is described as tasting like a cross between asparagus 
and artichoke.

There are two Bible references to tumbleweed. In some versions, this appears as 
‘whirling dust’ as an alternative translation. In Psalm 83, verse 13 (ESV), it is stated: 
‘O my God, make them like whirling dust, like chaff before the wind.’ The second 
reference is found in Isaiah 13, verse 17: ‘The nations roar like the roaring of many 
waters, but he will strike them, and they will flee far away, chased like chaff on the 
mountains before the wind and the whirling dust before the storm.’

References: Flowers in Israel: Gundelia tournefortii.  http://flowersinisrael.com/Gundeliatournefortii_page.htm; 
Old Dominion University Plant Site: Tumbleweed.  http://ww2odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/tumbleweed.php; 
Wikipedia. Gundelia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gundelia; Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge 1982.

Tumbleweed
(Gundelia tournefortii)
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Across
4. Why did God send the 

flood?

5. What did Noah build after 
all were able to leave the 
ark?

7. What bird did Noah send 
out after 40 days?

9. What happened to the 
flood waters after 150 
days?

11. With whom did Noah 
walk?

13. With what was the earth 
filled?

Down
1. How long did the rain 

continue after Noah, his 
family and all the animals 
were in the ark?

2. On what mountain did 
the ark come to rest?

3. God directed Noah to 
make an ark from what 
sort of wood?

6. Noah had three sons: 
Shem, Ham and _______?

8. What helped the waters 
to abate?

9. How many hundred years 
old was Noah when the 
flood came?

10. The high mountains were _______ during the flood.

12. What sort of leaf did the dove sent out by Noah bring back to him?
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