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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image: The Rieger organ of Scots’ Church, courtesy of Mal Austen.
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Dear Friends,

For a number of years I have served on the human 
ethics committee of the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear 
Hospital. It has given me wonderful insight into the 
advances that are regularly being made in medical 
care and treatment. We really can make the blind 
see and the deaf hear. In other medical fields we can 

make the lame walk, either with a medical or surgical cure or with prosthetics, and 
we’ve made great advances in psychotherapy too, to bind up the broken hearted 
and heal the mind.

Miracles do happen! Our abilities might not be supernatural, and they don’t hap-
pen instantaneously, having developed very slowly across 6,000 years of recorded 
human history, but we should never downplay their significance nor stop looking 
for new advances in human knowledge and skill.

I was thinking something similar when we travelled back from Kazakhstan recently, 
flying through two stops in China. The entire trip took less than 20 hours—a miracle 
that my grandparents’ generation were only just beginning to dream about as long-
haul passenger flights started to become possible after the Second World War.

Human nature itself is the real miracle I’m taking about: our God-given creativity, 
our desire to explore and to learn, our tenacity to pursue a solution, our willingness 
to use our talents and discoveries in the service of others.

These things are not unique to people who claim the Christian faith. This is part of 
what theologians call Common Grace, the good gifts that God has given to all peo-
ple, for our common benefit and enjoyment. These gifts include the sun that shines 
or the rain that falls on all alike (Matt. 5:45), the beauty and majesty of the works of 
creation (Rom. 1:20) that reflect the grace of God himself, the bountiful provision 
of our many needs (Gen. 9:3), as well as the attributes of our human nature that I’ve 
already mentioned as the driving forces behind the miracles that we can produce 
daily in technology and medicine.

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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The brokenness of human sin and all the suffering it causes is something that we 
must, of course, deal with—and God deals with it in Jesus Christ—but the great-
est tragedy of all is perhaps when we allow that brokenness to overshadow and 
obscure the true wonder, beauty and miracle of our common humanity.

Douglas

Recorded history
The recorded history of the human race coincides with the invention of writ-
ing. It can be contrasted with mythological, oral or archaeological traditions 
that each provide another narrative of the past.

The two earliest civilizations to develop writing were the 
Sumerians of Mesopotamia and the Egyptians of the 
Early Dynastic Period. They originated independently 
of each other, and communication by writing was well 
developed in both by 3,500 BC. These more complete 
writing systems were preceded by earlier pro-writing. 
The Sumerians used cuneiform, or wedge-shaped sym-
bols, and the Egyptians developed hieroglyphs.

The ancient Greek writing system, based on the Greek 
alphabet, which appeared from about the 8th century 
BC, was adapted from the earlier Phoenician system. 
Herodotus of Halicarnassus (484 – circa 425 BC), a Greek 
writer, has generally been recognised as the ‘father of 
history’, being the first to approach his work with a well-developed historical method.

Although recorded history began with the invention of writing, over time other 
ways of keeping records have emerged, including photography, audio and video 
recordings in recent times. However, we still rely heavily on written records as they 
represent the majority of historical materials that survive from the past.

References: Recorded History. Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recorded_history; Mesopotamia. Wikipedia. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia#History.

Egyptian hieroglyphs.
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Building the Scots’ Church Community

Over the past month, the 5.00 pm engage congregation 
held two events.

The first was a walk from Scots’ to the Feast of Merit 
cafe in Swan Street, Richmond. We had more than 
a good reason to doubt whether this walk would 

eventuate. The crowd at the Collingwood/Fremantle AFL game at ‘the G’ the night 
before almost froze! But when some people from the 5.00 pm engage service gath-
ered, the sun was out and a beautiful wintry Melbourne afternoon followed. We 
walked down to the Yarra River, crossed the Swan Street Bridge, then strolled along 
the river’s edge to the Morell Bridge, through Gotch’s Paddock and up to the cafe 
where we enjoyed coffee and some delicious dips! We chatted, took some photos, 
and enjoyed catching up with each other, amazed and thankful for a beautiful 
Melbourne wintry afternoon, definitely feeling the winter chill on our walk back to 
the city! Exercise and a 
beautiful afternoon; cof-
fee and chat; a part of 
building community.

The second 5.00 pm 
engage service event 
was a farewell dinner for 
David and Gwen Currie. 
This dinner was held 
following the service on 
3rd July at which David 
preached on the ‘Parable 
of the Prodigal Son’ from 
Luke Chapter 11. Suppers 
and dinners are a real 

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien

Members of the 5.00 pm engage congregation with David and Gwen 
Currie at their farewell dinner on 3rd July.
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highlight of the 5.00 pm service. Jasmine was our organiser for the dinner, with 
everyone assisting by bringing food for our main course, followed by delicious des-
serts. It was a really enjoyable evening, giving the 5.00 pm engage congregation time 
and opportunity to farewell the Curries. A giant card was presented to ‘hot and mild 
Currie’, full of best wishes and thankfulness for their ministry amongst us.

These are just two of the many events helping us ‘build community’ here at Scots’.

Richard

The importance of hospitality
Sharing of meals is a custom that occurs throughout the Bible. In the Old 
Testament, the covenant with God was reaffirmed by feasts. In the New 
Testament, the sharing of food is a central theme. It becomes a bridge be-
tween strangers, strengthens family ties, and brings peace to situations 
where there may be confusion. Eating is mentioned over 90 times in the 
gospels alone.

In every culture, shared 
meals are ways in 
which welcome and 
friendship are ex-
pressed. People who 
share a meal together 
are drawn together. 
Food also reminds us 
of our dependence on 
each other. The high-
est level of fellowship 
over a meal is seen in 
the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, a symbol 
of unity in faith, and a reminder of the Last Supper shared by Jesus with his disci-
ples prior to the crucifixion and resurrection.

A happy group at the farewell lunch for David and Gwen Currie.



 P a g e  5

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 6

What Keeps You Going?

You may have heard the story of a company executive 
whose one of many responsibilities required him to 
frequently travel by plane. One day, on a particular flight, 
he is constantly amazed: ‘What a remarkable flight crew! 
Ever since I first stepped onto the plane, they have 
been so attentive and responsive.’ It turns out that this is 

the first time he has experienced a crew of such quality. He is so impressed that just 
before they come into land, he calls one of the stewardess and remarks, ‘I’m sorry to 
bother you, but I’d just like to encourage you and your team. You see, I travel by plane 
many times over the year, and this is the first time I have experienced a flight crew 
like no other: you are the most pleasant, enthusiastic, engaged and service-oriented 
crew that I’ve ever seen!’

The stewardess replies with a little smile, ‘Thank you for the compliment, sir, but all 
credit must go to the lady seated back there in 12B. You see she is the head supervi-
sor for all the stewardess for our airlines. And here she is … on our flight!’

For the past few months, Dr Sen Sendjaya and I have taken turns in preaching 
from the wonderful book of 2 Corinthians. It has been a tremendous journey going 
through what is commonly known as the letter in which the Apostle Paul bares his 
heart the most. Here we learn the day-to-day pain, as well as joys of serving Christ. 
We learn, among many things, what is it that kept Paul going in ministering the gos-
pel to other people … especially to difficult people? For example, in 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18, ESV, he says:

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self 
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

What Paul seems to be saying to me is that his courage and strength to go on come 
from a reward that is beyond this present world. In fact, he says that whatever pain, 

Minister, Indonesian Congregation
The Rev. Christian Tirtha
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sorrow and loss he experiences can never be compared to the glory, joy and gain 
he will have in the hereafter. In the context of the whole letter, Paul might as well say, 
‘Since I will enjoy Christ for eternity, everything is worth suffering for Christ in time!’

Now not many of us are called into fulltime ministry, but that doesn’t mean we are 
exempt. Everyone who claims to be a follower of Christ is a fulltime servant of his. 
We are always serving something or someone. Where the rubber really meets the 
road is in our day-to-day activities. Here’s what Tim Chester has to say about it:

Not many of us faces life and death choices for Jesus, called to recant or be 
martyred. For most of us the battle is made up of thousands of little moments 
… It’s too easy to imagine ourselves as strong Christians who would stand 
firm in the face of persecution, while every day we let sinful desires control us. 
We imagine ourselves winning the great battles when all the time we’re losing 
the ‘daily littles’.

Friends, as you go out there to speak and share the gospel of Christ with your words 
and lives, I pray that you may have this courage. May God’s presence through Christ 
give you that endurance, buoyancy, joy and peace—so much so that when you 
serve others enthusiastically, you can point them to Jesus. May friends and families 
around you see your transformation and victories in your ‘daily littles’.

And perhaps, in one of those conversations, you could echo truly what my opening 
anecdote could only say fictionally. Perhaps you could say, ‘Thanks for the compli-
ment. But all credit must go to God. You see, he has given his Son to die and rose 
again for me. And now he rules as the King of my life. Would you like to meet him?’

Christian

Service and sermon recordings
If you wish to listen to some of the sermons preached at Scots’ Church 
throughout the week, they are available for download on the church 
website at: http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/.

Alternatively, the 11.00 am traditional worship service is recorded each Sunday and 
is available on CD for a small charge. Contact Wendy Gregory in the church office 
on 9650 9903 for further information.

online
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New Seating for St Stephen’s

Recently, the congregation of St Stephen’s unanimous-
ly approved its Board of Management’s proposal to 
purchase new seating for the church sanctuary.

When our current sanctuary was dedicated for worship 
22 years ago, it was stocked as best as it could be at the 

time with a variety of seating, ranging from pews in several styles and sizes to wood-
en chairs, also in various styles and sizes. Some mustard-yellow steel-framed plastic 
chairs were added to the mix at a later date. The result, while serviceable, was, to 
be frank, a bit of a dog’s breakfast. All that has now changed with the installation of 
state-of-the-art chairs. We now have the capacity to seat up to 120 people in comfort.

Not long after the new chairs arrived, I happened to be leafing through my copy of 
the Church of Scotland’s Book of Common Order, and I stumbled across an Order 
for the Dedication of Church Furnishings. Thinking I might have found a ready-
made template we could use to mark the inauguration of our new seating, I eagerly 
thumbed through the pages. There were scripture readings and prayers for the dedi-
cation of a good many different things. These included baptismal fonts, communion 
tables, communion vessels, pulpits, lecterns and lectern Bibles, prayer desks, offering 
plates, windows and organs. But alas, the humble seat did not rate a mention.

Nonetheless, the decision of the board and congregation to invest in new seating 
was not taken lightly. Although it required us to dip into our limited reserves, we see 
it as another milestone in the life of our congregation.

The men and women who make up our St Stephen’s Board of Management are 
entrusted, under God, with the stewardship of our property, assets and material resourc-
es. I am pleased to tell you that they discharge their duties conscientiously, thoroughly 
and harmoniously. It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to chair such a board.

In this particular case, it was our board Secretary, Ms Thelma McLeod, who shoul-
dered the task. She made exhaustive inquiries, sourced sample chairs for the 
congregation to try out, put a range of detailed options to the board, negotiated a 

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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Thelma McLeod enjoys the fruit of her labours.

The congregation settles in on Sunday, 3rd July.
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particularly favourable 
price, took painstaking 
care to ensure that what 
we ordered was what 
we got—even down to 
the particular shade of 
‘Presbyterian blue’. In 
all of this, her objective 
was the betterment of 
the church to the glory 
of God.

In telling you this, I do 
not mean to downplay 
the dedicated work of 
so many others on our 
board and amongst our 
congregation. Rather, 
I am thinking here of 
Thelma as a repre-
sentative example of 
stewardship in action.

And in that vein, let me conclude with a prayer from the Order for the Dedication 
of Church Furnishings:

Almighty God,
without you nothing is strong,

nothing is holy;
with you everything is good,

and true, and beautiful.
May your hand rest on us,

that all we do
may show honour to your name.

Amen

Phil

Book of Common Order

The Book of Common Order of the Church of 
Scotland has its beginnings in the Geneva 
Book of Order, a new liturgy developed by 
John Knox during the time he was in Geneva.

It was first published in 1556 for the use of the 
English congregation there. It made its way to 
Scotland, where it has been in use since 1562. It 
has undergone many revisions since then, with 
three revised editions being published in the 20th 
century. The 1994 edition, in which an attempt has 
been made to move away from the use of archaic 
language, includes a prayer for space research!

Reference: Book of Common Order. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Book_of_Common_Order.



Tuesday, 30Th augusT aT 6.15 pm

Organist: Graham Lieschke (St Johns Southgate, 
Southbank)

Works by Bach, Volker Bräutigam, Phillip Nunn.

saTurday, 3rd sepTember aT 3.30 pm

Organist: Amy Johansen (The University of 
Sydney)

Works by Handel, Ampt, Duruflé.

sunday, 4Th sepTember aT 2.30 pm

WIDOR: MESSE SOLENELLE FOR TWO CHOIRS 
AND TWO ORGANS

Choir of Christ Church, South Yarra
The Scots’ Church Choir
Organists: Michael Fulcher and Ria Angelika Polo
Directed by Douglas Lawrence

Works by Parry (‘I Was Glad’) and other works by 
Widor and Pierné.

Tuesday, 6Th sepTember aT 6.15 pm

Organist: James Tibbles (The University of 
Auckland, New Zealand)

Works by Bruhns, Buxtehude, Walther, Couperin, 
Bach.

Tuesday, 13Th sepTember aT 6.15 pm

Organist: Paul Dean (St Michael’s Highgate, 
London, England)

Works by Bach, Beauvarlet-Charpentier, Duruflé, 
Messiaen.

The InTernaTIonal organ serIes 2016

saTurday, 17Th sepTember aT 3.30 pm

Organist: Bruno Morin (Paris, France)
Winner of Chartres International Organ 
Competition

Works by Vierne, Franck, Widor.

Improvisation.

monday, 19Th sepTember aT 2.00 pm

MASTER CLASS WITH WOLFGANG KLEBER

Players and listeners welcome.

Tuesday, 20Th sepTember aT 6.15 pm

Organist: Wolfgang Kleber (Pauluskirché, 
Darmstadt, Germany)

Works by Bach, Mozart, Reger.

saTurday, 24Th sepTember aT 3.00 pm

Trumpeter: Bruno Siketa (Melbourne)
Organist: Rhys Boak (Melbourne)

Works by Albinoni, Piazolla, Guilmant, Morricone.

Tuesday, 27Th sepTember aT 6.15 pm

Organist: Sarah Kim (Notre Dame des Vertus, 
Paris, France)

Works by Mozart, Schumann, Liszt.

Music at the scots’ church is Made possible by the generous support of 
the scots’ church Minor trusts.

adMission to all events in the scots’ church is free.
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Ria Angelika Polo

Ria Angelika Polo was born in Jakarta, Indonesia, where she grew up prior 
to making a decision to continue her education in Melbourne. She had 
always wanted to live in a city that had a winter season and Melbourne 
was high on her list. Ria describes Melbourne as a unique city, full of col-
ours. Her university life began in 2002, and in 2006 she graduated from 
The University of Melbourne with a Masters Degree in Performance and 
Teaching.

Ria’s family has been 
very supportive through-
out her musical journey, 
especially her mother, 
who introduced her to 
the music world. Music 
and church have always 
been important to her 
family. Her father was a 
doctor, who spent most 
of his spare time involved 
in church ministry. 
Unfortunately, he passed 
away back in 2010, sadly 
when Ria was on her way 
back to Jakarta. She still 
misses him every day.

As a church musician, Ria’s mother regularly played the piano and electric organ 
for Sunday services, as well as being part of the choir. Ria speaks of her as a 
wonderful mother. She cooks, bakes, makes dresses for Ria whenever she is in 
Melbourne, visiting often because she likes living here; she sees it as her second 
home. Ria has an older brother who lived in Seattle for quite some time and now 
resides in Jakarta where he runs his own company. When they were little, he was 
the one who started learning the piano first; however, he used to be annoyed with 

Interview

Ria at the organ console, Scots’ Church.



P a g e  1 2

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 6

Ria because she always practiced his pieces on the piano and was able to play 
them before him!

Ria began learning the piano when she was five years old and went on to learn 
electric organ at the age of eight. She really enjoyed learning the two instruments; 
however, she intended to pursue piano studies, so put more focus on her piano 
playing. It was not always smooth sailing, but thanks to her parents’ dedication and 
persistence, she went on to a musical career and can never repay them for what 
they have sacrificed for her to achieve this.

When Ria first came to 
Melbourne, she started 
learning the organ again, 
but only really began to 
focus about three years 
ago. She had always 
wanted to play the pipe 
organ because it is such 
a grand and beautiful 
instrument. As her mentor, 
Douglas Lawrence says, it 
is the closest instrument 
to God.

It was not easy for Ria 
to find a pipe organ 
that she could use for 
practise. She knew that 
several big churches in Melbourne had a pipe organ, but it was not possible for 
her to gain access. The relationship with Scots’ Church began in 2012 when she 
first contacted Douglas Lawrence to arrange a pipe organ lesson and since then 
she has been blessed with many opportunities to perform and assist with music 
at Scots’.

Ria sees herself as very fortunate to have performed in number of churches around 
Melbourne and Victoria. Her first public performance was at Melbourne Town Hall 
in 2013, where she played at the Young Organists Concert. In the same year, she 
participated in Warrnambool Eisteddfod Pipe Organ Competition and won the first 

Ria with Assistant Organist Emeritus, Dr Robin Batterham (left) and 
Music Director Douglas Lawrence (right). 
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prize. In 2014, she became the Organ Scholar at Scots’ Church. One of the highlights 
for her was the performance of an organ solo at The  Scots’ Church International 
Organ Series in 2015. In the same year, she also gave a solo performance at an 
Organic Lunch Concert at Melbourne Town Hall.

During Easter each year, Scots’ Church has a music program for Holy Week that 
includes J. S. Bach’s St John Passion on Good Friday. In 2014, Ria sang in the choir 
and in 2015 and 2016 she played the organ continuo for the performances. She 
also played the organ continuo for Handel’s Messiah in December 2015 and 
for the Bach cantatas BWV 4, ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’ and BWV 147, Herz 
und Mund und Tat und Leben (which features well-known music of ‘Jesu, Joy of 
Man’s Desiring’), both sung during worship services over the past year. Ria never 
thought that she would be privileged to play the organ along with the Scots’ 
choir, as well as the brass ensemble at the Big Hymn Sing. The title gives a clear 
description of the event and it is one of the fun 
events at Scots’ Church that takes place twice a year.

Ria has also had the opportunity to sing with 
Australian Chamber Choir (ACC) as an alto. Her first 
performance with ACC was in The Chapel Royal pro-
gram in November 2015. She has her own teaching 
studio in Brunswick East called Ria Music Design 
Studio, and currently works as a piano tutor for 
Monash University Foundation Year.

Another highlight for Ria was her marriage to Guruh 
Sukowati in October 2014. The couple were married at 
Scots’ in a beautiful wedding ceremony during which 
the Scots’ Church choir sang.

As she looks back, Ria is really grateful for the many 
opportunities she has had. She is looking forward to 
continuing to learn in the future and to assisting in the 
music at Scots’ for many years to come.

Our warm congratulations to Ria on her recent 
appointment as Assistant Organist at Scots’, and our 
thanks to Ria for her beautiful music.
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Hidden message: TREASURE IN HEAVEN.
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Our choir is saying farewell to three of its members who are leaving for overseas. 
Kieran Macfarlane will be travelling to the southwest of Germany to work as an 
English teacher assistant at the Hohenstaufen-Gymnasium in Goppingen, Baden-
Wurttemberg, near Stuttgart. He has a Bachelor of Music and Diploma of Modern 
Language (German) from The University of Melbourne and is completing a Master 
of Teaching (Secondary) at La Trobe University. Kieran flies out on 1st August.

Josh Hooke left us in 
June. He is travelling in 
Europe and will be study-
ing piano in Vienna. The 
congregation will remem-
ber him playing the piano 
occasionally during the 
offering, and accompany-
ing Greta Bradman when 
she sang at this year’s 
ANZAC service. Josh is 
studying for his Master of 
Music at The University of 
Melbourne.

In September, Jacob 
Lawrence is heading for Basel, Switzerland, where he will be studying for a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music at the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis for two years. He was 
awarded a major travelling scholarship from Melbourne Conservatorium and has a 
Bachelor of Music (Hons.) from The University of Melbourne.  Recently Jacob has 
been in Sydney singing in Pinchgut Opera’s production of Haydn’s opera, Armida.

They will be greatly missed from our ranks and we wish them every success.

The choir is thrilled that Ria Angelika Polo has been appointed Assistant Organist. 
Ria endeared herself to us during her time as organ scholar and we look forward to 
continuing working with her.

Jenny Young

The Scots’ Church Choir News

Josh Hooke (left) with Greta Bradman, following the morning service 
on 24th April, when Greta sang accompanied by Josh on the piano.
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Help for the Homeless
Friends of Dismas

The Friends of Dismas are a group of Christians called to prison ministry. The 
word ‘Dismas’ comes from the story of St Dismas, also known as the ‘Good 
Thief’, who was crucified alongside Jesus. He repented of his sins and asked 
Jesus to remember him in his kingdom.

Kevin Maddock, the pastor of Friends of Dismas, leads a team, many of whom 
have been involved with prison ministry for many years. This unique church as-
sists those on parole, 
ex-prisoners, together 
with their families and 
friends, to grow in 
Christian faith and to 
move back successfully 
into society, living a 
crime free life in Christ.

As people come out 
of prison, one of their 
greatest needs is for 
a ‘friend’ who cares 
and understands. The 
church for parolees, ex-
prisoners, their families 
and friends, meets 
weekly on Wednesdays 
at 2.30 pm at the 
Cross Culture Church, 
Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. This allows 
people to attend a 
church where they feel 

The Cross Culture Church, Swanston Street, Melbourne, where a weekly 
service is conducted by the Friends of Dismas.
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at ease with their fellow 
worshippers and church 
leaders. Because the 
services are held on a 
weekday, they have the 
opportunity to attend 
another church at the 
weekend if they wish.

When prisoners are 
released, they often 
have insufficient funds 
for toiletries, food or 
accommodation. The 
Friends of Dismas are 
involved with the Lost 
and Found Backpack 
Program that oper-
ates from the Welsh 
Church in La Trobe 
Street, Melbourne. The 
backpacks are provided 
free for the homeless, 
including women and 
the long-term home-

less. The packages cover a range of practical and necessary items ranging from 
personal hygiene and essentials for sleeping rough to first aid items. Funding for 
the backpacks comes from churches, interested groups and individual donations.

Contact details for Friends of Dismas ministry
Mobile: Call Kevin on 0438 370 082 or Paul on 0466 232 611
Email: dismasfriends@gmail.com
Website: www.friendsofdismas.org.au

Reference: Friends of Dismas https://www.friendsofdismas.org.au.

The Welsh Church, La Trobe Street, Melbourne, from which the Lost and 
Found Backpack Program operates.
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On Sunday, 19th June, we 
rejoiced in baptising six 
adults and one infant, 
and admitting 10 new 
members into our con-
gregation.

May our faithful God 
keep them steadfast in 
that commitment of faith 
that they have taken.

Christian Tirtha

Indonesian Congregation Baptism and Membership

Top (from left to right): Michelle Darmawan, Karla Tanu, Andreas Utomo, Lydia Ertanto, Winnie Tjahjana, 
Melati Sorongan, Dr Sen Sendjaya, Rev Christian Tirtha, Nitalia Slamet, Adela Saputra, Emilia, David 
Chandraputera. Bottom: Aldo Hasibuan, Abraham Putra, Kevin Jo, Steffi Lie, Ricky Wibowo, Andrew Tulle.

Parents Lukito Mustafa and Mingraini Gunawan (left) with their 
daughter Phoebe Anastasia Mustafa.
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A project to restore the Edicule, or chapel, above the tomb in which many 
believe Christ was buried and raised, is about to commence following a large 
donation from New York philanthropist Mica Ertegun. The chapel is contained 
within the much larger Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem, which 
includes many side chapels and tombs, and is a sacred site for Christian pil-
grims from around the globe.

There has been a church on the site since the time of 
Emperor Constantine in the fourth century. In the inter-
vening period, the building has been damaged by fire, 
war and earthquakes, and has been rebuilt four times. 
The Edicule completely encloses the site of the tomb 
of Christ, with red marble cladding that contains sev-
eral window wells, revealing underlying original rocks.

Since 1947, the marble cladding has been held in place 
by a scaffolding of iron girders following significant 
deterioration of the structure, with urgent repairs being 
required. The restoration will be undertaken by a team 
of expert Greek conservationists from the National 
Technical University of Athens and will cost almost USD 
four million. The six Christian denominations who share 
the custodianship of the church and King Abdullah of 
Jordan have also contributed to the restoration fund.

The restoration will include the removal, cleaning and reattachment of the red 
marble cladding, reinforcing the structure with titanium bolts and mortar to prevent 
collapse of the chapel, and repairing a fracture in the original rock. It is planned 
that a slab of rock worn smooth by millions of kneeling pilgrims will be lifted at 
some stage in the repairs, to allow experts to look inside the rock-carved tomb for 
the first time in more than 200 years.

References: ABC News: ‘Tomb of Jesus set for restoration in Jerusalem’ by Jessica Haynes. http://www.abc.net.au/
news/2016-06-22/jesus-tomb-restoration-jerusalem/7532058; History of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Wikipedia.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre; The Guardian: ‘Church project to con-
serve tomb of Christ gets$1.3m boost’ by Harriet Sherwood Religion correspondent.  https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2016/jun/21/church-of-the-holy-sepulchre-conservation-project-gets-$1.3m-boost.

Project to Conserve the Site of Christ’s Tomb

The chapel above the tomb 
in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre.
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The Rev. David Currie preached the sermon at his final morning worship ser-
vice at Scots’ on Sunday, 10th July, prior to returning to Scotland with Gwen 
on the following day. David’s sermon had an Australian theme, entitled ‘Uluru, 
the Koala and the Gum Tree’, as he spoke of the foundations of our faith, 
questions that arise as we grow, and the need for deep roots with which to 
anchor our faith. As he 
concluded, David read 
from Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians, Chapter 3, 
verses 14 to 19, as his 
prayer for the congre-
gation of Scots’ Church.

A wonderful time of fel-
lowship continued at 
a lunch in the Robert 
White Hall, where more 
than 200 people sat 
down together to a deli-
cious meal. Douglas 
Robertson and Rae 
Anstee both spoke, and a 
presentation on behalf of 
the church was made to 
David and Gwen. David 
responded with thanks to 
all, and he and Gwen cut 
the cake.

Our warmest wishes go 
with David and Gwen 
as they return to their 
family in the United 
Kingdom.

Farewell to the Rev. David and Gwen Currie

David and Gwen ‘cutting the cake’ at their farewell luncheon on 
10th July.
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Jillian Galbraith

Jill Galbraith has a very strong Scottish heritage, with her forebears settling 
in Victoria in the mid 19th century. Her maternal great-great-grandfather 
sailed from Leith, Scotland, to Melbourne in 1852, a journey which took 
almost five months. He kept a log of the voyage, plus a list of conditions, food 
prices and wages in Melbourne. He also included a list of provisions use-
ful for the voyage, one being ‘a little of the mountain dew, I should say not 
less than two gallons. You will find it very acceptable at times when you get 
low in the spirit or in bad weather.’ He subsequently returned to Scotland 

and brought back his 
wife and two children. 
His wife attended 
Presbyterian services 
around Ballarat from 
1855 and was one of the 
original members of St 
Andrew’s Kirk, Ballarat. 
Their son grew up to 
become a minister, the 
Rev. Henry Swan, who 
served in Presbyterian 
churches in Maldon 
and Beechworth.

The Galbraiths arrived in 
Stawell from Ayrshire a 
decade later. The brother 
of Jill’s great-grandmoth-
er was married in the 
manse at Scots’ in 
February 1874, as the 
present church building 

Interview

Jill Galbraith, who spent many years working in London.
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was under construction at that time. Jill’s parents and her sister were also married 
at Scot’s.

Jill was born at St Andrew’s Hospital and grew up in Sunshine, where her father 
worked as a metallurgist. She attended Sunshine Primary School, going on to 
Sunshine High School for her secondary education. She went on to train as a radia-
tion therapist at the Peter MacCallum clinic. After working there for four years, Jill 
took leave of absence and travelled to London with a friend Helen, the daughter 
of the (then) minister at Sunshine Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Stan Thompson. 
She worked in London at Westminster Hospital and travelled for a year. She came 
back to Melbourne, but five years later returned to London and took a position in 
the Physics Department of Westminster Hospital where she remained, in charge of 
Radiotherapy Planning, until the hospital closed. The Westminster Hospital’s closure 
was recognised in a big service at Westminster Abbey attended by the Queen Mother. 
Jill was proud to be one of the representatives of each department who walked in 
procession down the aisle before the service began. The Physics Department moved 
to Charing Cross Hospital in Hammersmith, West London, where Jill held the same 
position in Radiotherapy Planning until her retirement many years later.

During her childhood years, Jill attended Sunday school at the H. V. McKay Memorial 
Church in Sunshine. The minister at the time was Lois Taylor’s father, the Rev. Frank 
Sadler, and Jill started school with one of Lois’s sisters. She later went on to become 
a Sunday school teacher, and led the Presbyterian Girls Association for many years.

Jill played tennis for the church in the local churches competition, in junior and sen-
ior teams, often playing in both on the same day! As she was growing up, Jill spent a 
lot of time at Olympic Park watching athletics, as her father was an athletics official. 
He worked as an official at the Olympic Games in Melbourne, in 1956, and was the 
chief field games judge when the Australian Championships were in Melbourne. Jill 
still enjoys tennis, and in the past has camped overnight for tickets to the Wimbledon 
tournament. These days she enters three ballots in the hope of getting tickets.

While on her first trip to London by ship, Jill and her friend met someone who 
knew Lois Taylor and who told them about St Columba’s Church of Scotland in 
Knightsbridge. They attended there each Sunday when in London. On returning 
to London to live some years later, Jill transferred her church membership to St 
Columba’s. She still spends about three months of each year in Tooting Bec, South 
West London, visiting godchildren and friends. After 30 years of attending the 
formal traditional services at St Columba’s, she enjoys the similar services and 
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music at Scots’ when in 
Melbourne. However, she 
still finds it strange that 
the elders here don’t 
wear morning dress for 
communion. Several 
years ago, the dress code 
at St Columba’s was 
slightly relaxed when ties 
replaced bow ties!

Jill recalls many high-
lights of living in London. 
These include a garden 
party at Buckingham 
Palace; meeting the 
Duke of Edinburgh when 
she was at Westminster 
Hospital; and queuing 
for hours for the lying 
in state of the Queen 
Mother in the palace at 
Westminster. She also 
saw the hearse moving 
slowly along the road to 
Windsor following the 
funeral service, and was 
very moved by seeing the 
Queen Mother’s priceless 
crown placed on the top of the coffin as the procession moved along.

Jill’s interests include classical music and ballet. She also does lacemaking, which 
she learned for many years in London. While in the United Kingdom she enjoys the 
National Theatre, Covent Garden, The Proms, and visiting the theatres in Stratford-
upon-Avon.

Our thanks to Jill for her faithful attendance at Scots’ when she is in Melbourne, 
and for the warmth and friendship she brings to the Scots’ Church family.

In Memoriam
Our sympathy is extended to the family and friends 
of the following people:

•	 Paul Jenkinson passed away on 28th May 2016, 
aged 80 years. Paul’s sister Nancy resides in the 
United States of America.

•	 Nesta May Duncan, mother of Scots’ member 
Susan Duncan, passed away on 1st July 2016, 
aged 99 years. A funeral service was held at 
Drysdale on 5th July. Susan has been a member 
of the Outreach Committee for many years, but 
has been unable to attend for some time, caring 
for her mother as she became increasingly frail.

•	 Priska Brodbeck passed away on 7th July 2016, 
aged 90 years. Priska was the wife of Werner 
Brodbeck (deceased), mother and mother-in-
law of Barbara and Dr Andrew MacDonald, 
Ellen and Simon Walters, and Gaby and John 
Armitage, and a cherished member of Scots’ 
Church. A family funeral service was held at 
Lilydale on 11th July.

Our condolences to the families of Paul, Nesta and 
Priska.

Psalm 121
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In late 2015, Brenda Johnson attended a presentation organised by Caulfield 
Grammar School at which six women, now widowed, whose husbands had 
been members of the Malvern Dads YJ (Yarra Junction) Working Bee Group 
were honoured. Sadly, Brenda’s husband Bob, who had been an enthusiastic 
volunteer for many years, passed away in September 2013.

Caulfield Grammar 
School was founded 
on 25th April 1881 by 
Joseph Henry Davies, 
who had been an 
Anglican missionary to 
India with the Church 
Missionary Society, but 
who had returned to 
Melbourne due to ill 
health. After serving as 
headmaster of his newly 

established school for some years, Davies was ordained as a Presbyterian minister 
and returned to the mission field. He was commissioned at The Scots’ Church 
in August 1889 and travelled to Korea. Although he died early in his missionary 
endeavours there, he was the catalyst for the establishment of a strong Christian 
presence in the region, which continues to thrive today.

In May 1944, Caulfield Grammar School founded a campus at Yarra Junction, 
through the donation of  37 acres (15 hectares) from the Cuming family. The site 
was established as the School’s outdoor campus and was officially opened on 22nd 
March 1947, with an emphasis on programs focussed on primary production. It led 
the way as the first residential outdoor education facility for any school in Australia. 
Since then many schools have followed Caulfield Grammar in establishing cam-
puses facilitating outdoor quality learning experiences.

The Malvern Dads YJ Working Bee Group was formed in 1965 by the late Bill Sayers, 
head of Malvern House, a campus of Caulfield Grammar School, established follow-
ing the amalgamation of Malvern Memorial Grammar School in 1961. The fathers 

A Celebration

Bob Johnson (right) at work at the Yarra Junction campus.
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who were involved 
joined a working bee 
for a weekend at Yarra 
Junction twice yearly. 
At that time the school 
was not in the strong 
financial position of 
today, and volunteer sup-
port was needed for its 
capital works. Over the 50 
years of its existence, the 
Malvern Dads YJ Working 
Bee Group of volunteers 
has made a remarkable 
contribution to the ongo-
ing success of the Yarra 
Junction Campus.

Membership of the 
group was by invitation, 
and was seen as a great 
honour by Bob, who had 
great skill as a carpen-
ter and cabinet maker. 
Throughout its existence, 

there has been an ongoing spirit of friendship, teamwork, camaraderie and support 
amongst its members.

The 50th anniversary celebrations acknowledging the work of the group included 
recognition of the widows of members who had passed on. Brenda was proud 
to be part of this. A 50th anniversary book documents the establishment of the 
Working Bee Group and its excellent work through the years.

Our congratulations to Brenda on her participation, in acknowledgement of the 
major contribution to the Working Bee Group made by Bob.

References: Caulfield Grammar School: Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caulfield_Grammar_School; Malvern 
Dads YJ Working Bee Group 1965 – 2015: Celebrating 50 Years of Working Bee Weekends at the Yarra Junction Campus 
of Caulfield Grammar School.

Bob Johnson receved a ‘Life Membership Award’ at the 45th 
anniversary luncheon in July 2010.
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T S T N E M D N A M M O C

Y F I R O L G R E A S E U

R E I R N W H E A V C O M

E N N D I L O R C I V H E

F A I T H G T L T D V C R

E B F P N H H S L C P I C

G W I D O W U T Y O J R I

D C P F K J E M E D F E F

U L J F W X R L N O K J U

J Q C Y A H X I F L U N L

K V M L D E L A E H L S W

K X T T Y B N X R R D R X

B S D M D D E L B M U H T
www.WordSearchMaker.com

The words to find …
BLIND

COMMANDMENTS
EXALTS
FAITH

FOLLOW
GLORIFY
HEALED

HUMBLED
JERICHO

JUDGE
JUSTICE

MERCIFUL
RIGHTEOUS

WIDOW

Word search
LUKE 18 (ESV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in 
the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to 
right, top line to bottom line. Words can go horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 13.)

Amazing maze
Help the mothers and children to find Jesus.

for kids

www.davidbau.com
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
St Andrew’s, Maffra
The Presbyterian Church is thought to be the first denomination to estab-
lish itself in Gippsland, where many pioneer settlers were of Scottish descent. 
Worship services were conducted from 1851 by the Rev. Walter Robb, sent 
by Dr Lang of Sydney to visit the scattered families of the Gippsland region. 
After just three years, he moved on and was replaced in early 1854 by the Rev. 
William Spence Login, who arrived from Scotland to begin his ministry. His par-
ish, based at Sale, covered the whole of North Gippsland from Tambo Crossing 
to Traralgon. With the steady increase of population and the call for more reg-
ular worship services, the Rev. William Souter was appointed as an assistant 
to Mr Login and began to hold regular services in the Maffra and Stratford 
districts in 1863.

The township of Maffra 
is situated 18 kilometres 
north of the city of Sale 
in central Gippsland. 
It has a population of 
about 4,000.

After about a year in 
Gippsland, Mr Souter 
moved to Whittlesea 
and the Rev. J. Menzies 
was appointed as his 
successor. Soon after 
this, the new charge 
of Stratford and Maffra 
was formed. Due to 
ill-health, Mr Menzies 
resigned after a short 
period and the Rev. John The Rev. William Spence Login.
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Roberts was appointed to Maffra and Stratford by the Home Mission Committee, 
beginning his ministry there on 10th December 1865. The initial appointment of 
six months was renewed, and following this, the Maffra and Stratford congregation 
called Mr Roberts to the charge. One of his first tasks was to form a kirk session, with 
the appointment of two elders. The first recorded observance of the Lord’s Supper 
at Maffra was in October 1867.

For the first 10 years following his induction, Mr Roberts ministered to 13 congrega-
tions, which together formed one congregation served by one kirk session and one 
board of management. With the growing population of the region, this became 
very difficult to maintain. As a result, in 1877, the presbytery was petitioned to di-
vide the charge into two congregations, with Maffra and Stratford subsequently 
becoming two separate charges. Mr Roberts chose to continue as minister of the 
Stratford charge, and a minister was sought for the newly created Maffra charge, 
which included Newry and Glenmaggie.

In the early years of his ministry in Gippsland, Mr Roberts saw a need for good 
wholesome reading for the families under his charge. With some hesitation he initi-

The original wooden church at Maffra in 1871, when it was also used as a state school.
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ated ‘The Gippsland Bible and Book Depot’, where religious publications were sold 
at the published price without any profit. The concept was very well received, with 
five depots later being established in the region. Many people were delighted to 
have such reading material available for themselves and their children.

With the establishment of the Maffra charge, the Rev. Lithgow Tait was called. The son 
of a Scottish-born Free Church minister, the Rev. John Tait, who had arrived in Australia 
in the early 1850s, Lithgow was born in Geelong and graduated with a BA at The 
University of Melbourne, beginning his theological training in Edinburgh and com-
pleting his qualification in Melbourne. After accepting the call from the Maffra charge, 
he was ordained and inducted by the Presbytery of Gippsland in the old Newry 
church. He remained there for 17 years, demonstrating much ability and faithfulness. 
During his ministry, churches at Newry and Glenmaggie were built. The Rev. John 
Garde followed Mr Tait, with the new Maffra church being built during his charge.

The next incumbent after Mr Garde was the Rev. C. A. Fraser. After three years  as 
a Home Missionary in the Port Campbell area Mr Fraser entered Ormond College 

The brick Presbyterian church, Maffra, that replaced the earlier wooden structure. Opened in 1904.
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Theological Hall. He was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Ballarat in 1897, 
and was ordained and inducted into the charge of Windermere in 1898. He subse-
quently moved to Mooroopna and came to Maffra in 1910. Mr Fraser’s ministry was 
followed by a number of ministers who served the church faithfully up until the 
time of Union in 1977, when St Andrew’s, Maffra, voted to become Uniting. The date 
on which the church became known as St Andrew’s is not clear.

For the first few years, worship services at Maffra were held in the home of 
Mr  W.  Merry of ‘Merryvale’. After a site for the church was secured in the Maffra 
township, a wooden building, later to become the school hall, was erected, with the 
first service held there on 21st January 1866. Initially, the seats were rough planks 
set on wooden blocks. With gradual improvements, this building served the con-
gregation until the early 20th century. A foundation stone for a new church was laid 
on 30th March 1904, with opening services being conducted by Professor Rentoul 
some months later on 24th July. The brick church seated 150 people and was much 
appreciated by the congregation.

The first Sabbath school was begun by Mrs Merry of ‘Merryvale’ in the early 1860s. 
When the first wooden church building was completed, a regular Sunday school 
began and was the only one in the district for many years.

The Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU) was established in Victoria 
in 1890, where it soon went from strength to strength. The Maffra branch of the 
PWMU was started by Mrs Tait and was one of the first branches formed outside 
Melbourne. It rapidly grew, meeting fortnightly. As well as a financial support for 
foreign missions, members also sent clothing to the New Hebrides and parcels to 
the city missions in Melbourne.

The churches at Newry and Glenmaggie, part of the Maffra charge, also have a 
history of development from the mid 19th century, to be explored on another oc-
casion. A paucity of published information is available regarding the story of the 
Maffra charge through the 20th century. However, St Andrew’s Uniting Church, 
Maffra, continues to faithfully serve the community.

Reference: History of Maffra township.  http://www.maffra.net.au/heritage/histown.htm; Presbyterian Church: Maffra, 
Newry, Glenmaggie. Jubilee Historical Sketch (Illustrated): 1863 – 1913. Reece and Co.., Pty. Ltd., Print., Sale, 1914.
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Jane Weir’s story by David Young

The gold fields of Victoria and the travails and triumphs of the founder of a large 
New Zealand family are, for the writer, triangulated on the site of the Presbyterian 
Church that once stood at 96 Collins Street.

That pioneer woman, Jane Weir, born in 1826, a hopeful 
young migrant from near the Northern Ireland linen 
town of Coleraine on the Bann River, is my great-great-
grandmother. As she informed a grandchild of her 
own, her Catholic grandparents, ‘lived in a big house 
up a sweeping drive’, that she recalled being shown 
from the gate as a child. However, once her grand-
mother married out of Catholicism to a Presbyterian 
minister, family contact was cut to the Catholic side. 
Nevertheless, Jane’s family’s circumstances were still 
very comfortable, as may be discerned from family 
photographs. (How unusual such a marriage was in 
those days is a matter for scholarship, but even by 
today’s perspectives, it seems notable, to say the least.)

Jane’s father was secretary to the Belfast Linen Mills in Coleraine, and Jane and her 
sisters were trained as dressmakers. They went to work in Belfast, her board and 
tuition paid for by her father. But stories of gold and opportunities from returning 
seafarers to the town stirred her and her two brothers.

In 1853, aged 17, she left Coleraine and with the two boys took a ship’s passage out 
to Melbourne. One of these boys was named Tom. The other’s name is uncertain. On 
the way out she fell in love with the ship’s second mate from Devon, John Burridge. 
On arrival in Melbourne, John took the boys into the gold fields, while Jane lived 
with a family and worked as a dressmaker in central Melbourne, living for a time 
at 18 Collins Street East. She became firm friends with Mrs Ramsay, wife of the 
minister of the Presbyterian Church in Collins Street. I understand that this was not 
The Scots’ Church, but a slightly later establishment, St Enoch’s, that once stood at 
Number 96. For the time of its existence, both churches would have functioned 
simultaneously in close proximity to each other.

From the Victorian Goldfields

Pioneer Jane Weir.
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St Enoch’s was an imposing Gothic-style church with exquisite stained glass win-
dows, built in 1851, but functioning as a church for less than 20 years. Seemingly 
for financial reasons, St Enoch’s was sold to the Presbyterian Church of Melbourne, 
becoming the Assembly Hall. In 1911, by which time undoubtedly strong commer-
cial pressures on Collins Street became too much, it was demolished. Since then, 
the frontage has been of shops.

Jane and the ship’s mate, John Burridge, were married in 1857, when Jane had 
turned 21, at the manse of St Enoch’s Presbyterian Church, with Mrs Ramsay provid-
ing an after-wedding tea at the manse. The couple lived at the gold mining town of 
Tarnagulla, known as Sandy Creek. Their original home was in a tent. They had two 
daughters and lived there until a mining accident—one of the work horses fell into 
a reservoir—took John’s 
life in 1860.

By now, Jane’s sister 
Eliza had also come to 
Tarnagulla, marrying a 
Scot, Thomas Comrie,  
who set up Jane in a 
shop at Tarnagulla. One 
of the traders Jane dealt 
with was a tall, jolly ‘Bow 
Bell cockney’, George 
Henry Turner, who, on 
20th July 1862, became 
her second husband. 
Apparently highly adapt-
able, Turner’s talents 
included being a wood-
worker and businessman, 
and they decided to 
follow the gold rushes 
to Hokitika, on New 
Zealand’s West Coast. 
George went first and 
Jane arrived in 1865, the 
same year as the events 

Weekday visitors to Scots’ Church: 
July 2015 to June 2016

Over the past 12 months we have had 5,553 
visitors come to Scots’ Church on week days. 
Of these, 2,929 were from other countries, 
and 2,624 came from Australia, both Victoria 
and interstate. These statistics do not include 
the many weekday visitors who come into 
the church for a quiet prayer or to just sit for 
awhile, and who leave without signing the 
visitors book. We also have many visitors to 
services on Sundays who are not included in 
these numbers.

Those who serve as volunteers on the Welcome 
Desk, greeting visitors and answering all sorts of 
queries, are active participants in a ministry that 
reaches out to the wider community.

Our warm appreciation and thanks to all who 
serve as volunteers on the Welcome Desk.
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described in the Booker Prize-winning novel by New Zealand author Elizabeth 
Catton, The Lumineries. Jane went into partnership as a baker on Revell Street. 
They had a further four daughters, so there were six in all, but only John’s children 
remained on the West Coast. My mother, a third generation West Coaster, was born 
there in 1923. By all accounts it was a close extended family. Jane, Henry and their 
four daughters all moved to Wellington towards the end of the 19th century.

The Comrie family, however, remained at Tarnagulla where they prospered. They 
became involved in commerce and then farming, with Thomas becoming mayor of 
the town, and a member of the Victorian Parliament. A daughter married and had 
children based around Melbourne.

Jane’s brother, Tom, followed gold mining and timber milling interests initially in 
Victoria near Ballarat, then in Western Australia where he died while his children 
were still young. His widow returned to Victoria with their children and remarried. 
Many of their descendants are still Melbourne-based.

Although details are lost now to time, my grandmother recalled old stories of 
Melbourne relatives, apparently well-to-do, who in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries could take a return voyage between Melbourne and Wellington in order 
to catch up with Jane. These relatives would presumably be of the Comrie family.

Jane and Henry moved for the last years of their lives to Pirie Street in cen-
tral Wellington, passing away in 1918 and 1909, respectively. They are buried in 
Wellington’s Karori Cemetery. From my mother’s marriage alone there have been six 
children, 13 grandchildren and currently four great-grandchildren.

With thanks to my second cousin Brian White for his knowledgeable assistance.

Editor’s note: Our thanks to David Young, a journalist and author from Wellington, New 
Zealand, for contributing this article. David was a visitor to Scots’ Church earlier this year.

Further information
For further information about the author, David Young, please visit his 
website at:

www.davidyoungwriter.com

online
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Collins Street, Melbourne

St Enoch’s United Presbyterian Church was built for the congregation of the 
Rev. Andrew Mitchell Ramsay who, with three other ministers, formed the 
Synod of the United Presbyterian Church of Victoria in 1850 in response to a 
request to form a congregation in Melbourne ‘unconnected with the state’.

After graduating in classics, philosophy and science at the University of Glasgow, 
Ramsay entered the Theological Hall of Relief Church in 1828. Licensed by the 
Relief Presbytery of Glasgow, he was ordained as minister of Allars Relief Church, 
Hawick, in 1833. He resigned from this position in 1846.

Ramsay and his wife Isabella (née Milne) arrived with their family in Melbourne 
in January 1847, a son having died on the voyage. He ministered at various loca-
tions around Melbourne and supplied the pulpit of Scots’ Church from March to 
May 1847 following the departure of the Rev. James Forbes. On the arrival of the 
Rev. Irving Hetherington, Ramsay left Scots’ Church, taking his followers with him. 
Eventually St Enoch’s was built for his congregation on land on the opposite side 
of Collins Street from Scots’ Church, to a design of architects James Blackburn and 
Arthur Newson. It was opened on 30th March 1851. Ramsay obtained ministers 
from Scotland and helped to found at least one dozen congregations of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the 1850s.

In April 1855, the Rev. James Ballantyne was inducted as Ramsay’s colleague, but 
disputes between the two men left Ramsay on his own again by August 1856. 
Further controversy within the United Presbyterian Church resulted in the forma-
tion of two breakaway groups. Ramsay returned to Scotland in April 1858, returning 
with replacement ministers in February 1859. There was further disruption when 
he and two other ministers refused to join in the union that resulted in the forma-
tion of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (PCV) in 1860. The United Presbyterian 
Church was received into the PCV in 1870.

St Enoch’s Church underwent extensive renovations in 1864, carried out by William 
Ireland to the design of architect Charles Webb. The major alteration was the addi-
tion of a stone front to the church, together with a tower and spire in Decorative 

St Enoch’s Presbyterian Church
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Gothic style. There were 
also extensions to the 
rear of the church, pro-
viding a classroom at 
ground level and a study 
on the upper level. A 
thorough renovation of 
the interior of the church 
was undertaken at the 
same time. Included was 
a decorative circular 
stained glass window 
depicting the Burning 
Bush, the crest of the 
Church of Scotland 
with the motto Nec 
Tamen Consumebatur 
(‘Yet it was not con-
sumed’).  Ramsay died 
at St Enoch’s manse in 
December 1869 and was 
buried in Melbourne 
General Cemetery, 
Carlton. With a dwindling 
congregation and increasing financial pressure, St Enoch’s was sold to the PCV in 
August 1870. It was quickly modified for use as the Presbyterian Assembly Hall and 
officially opened on 12th September 1870 by Sir James McCulloch.

St Enoch’s no longer exists. It was demolished in 1911 and the Auditorium Building 
(Kurrajong House) constructed on the site at 175 Collins Street. The new Assembly 
Hall, next to Scots’ Church, was opened in 1915. The fate of the circular stained glass 
window from St Enoch’s is unknown.

References: 1864: St. Enoch’s Presbyterian Church, Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. https://fergusonandurie.wordpress.
com/2015/01/04/1864-st-enochs-presbyterian-church-collins-street-melbourne-victoria/; Ramsay, Andrew Mitchell (1809 
– 1869), Australian Dictionary of Biography.  http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ramsay-andrew-mitchell-4445; Rev. Andrew 
Mitchell Ramsay, Presbyterian Minister. http://www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au/pppg5ai.htm

Design of St Enoch’s planned renovations by Charles Webb, 
architect, 1863.
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A simultaneum is a shared church in which public worship is conducted by 
the members of two or more religious groups. Such arrangements became 
common in the German-speaking lands of Europe following the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th century. Different Christian denominations worship 
at varying times with their own clergy, as they share the same church build-
ing. It is one form of religious toleration.

After the Reformation, the policy of simultaneum was attractive to rulers whose 
subjects included considerable numbers of both Catholics and Protestants, as it 

encouraged harmony 
rather than friction 
between the various 
groups. Although the 
simultaneum was most 
often found in Germany, 
it also occurred in 
Belgium, France and 
Poland and, more recent-
ly, in the United States 
of America. There are 
at least 25 churches in 
Germany that still func-
tion in this fashion to the 
present day, some dating 
back to the 16th century.

St Martin’s Church, 
Biberach, is the oldest 
still active simultaneum 
in Germany, with Roman 
Catholic and Lutheran 
congregations. The for-
mer is part of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of 

Simultaneum – Shared Church

St Martin’s Church, Biberach.
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Rottenburg and Stuttgart, 
and the latter, part of the 
Lutheran Evangelical 
Regional Church in 
Wurttemberg.

St Martin’s was built 
between 1337 and 1366, 
and was the parish 
church of Biberach prior 
to the Reformation. When 
almost the entire popula-
tion of the town became 
Lutheran, the church 
was used for Lutheran 
services. In 1548, the 
Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles V ordered the 
resumption of Catholic 
services. To accommo-
date this, the church was 
divided, with Catholic 
services being held in 
the choir and Lutheran 
services in the nave. The 
two denominations used 
the church at different times of the day. Catholics could use all parts of the church, 
but Protestants were restricted to the nave, except for the Lord’s Supper, when they 
could also use the choir. The two denominations took turns to ring the tower bells. 
There were times when the sharing of the church became tense during periods of 
religious strife. These were, however, resolved.

The interior of St Martin’s was decorated in Baroque style when it was remodelled 
in 1746. The ceiling frescoes represent the differing emphasis of the two denomina-
tions. The frescoes over the Lutheran section depict various scenes from the life of 
Christ, where the Catholic section shows the church triumphant. The frescoes were 
created by artist Johannes Zick, who incorporated his self-portrait in the design. 

The interior of St Martin’s Church, Biberach, showing some of the 
ceiling frescoes.

Im
ag

e 
cr

ed
it:

 B
en

e1
6,

 2
00

6;
 s

ou
rc

e:
 W

ik
im

ed
ia

 C
om

m
on

s.



 P a g e  3 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  a u g u s T  2 0 1 6

Between the choir and 
the nave is a large clock 
with two faces: one vis-
ible from each part of the 
shared church.

Mosbach Abbey, in 
the town of Mosbach, 
Germany, was a 
Benedictine monas-
tery founded in the 8th 
century. It became an 
independent abbey in 
1268. In 1308, the pre-
sent St Juliana’s Church 
replaced the earlier 
abbey church. During 
the Reformation, in 

1556, Roman Catholic services were abolished and the abbey became the town’s 
Protestant parish church. Through the 17th century, the need for a Catholic church 
became apparent, and in 1708, St Juliana’s was partitioned, allowing both Protestants 
and Catholics to use the same building for worship. The Protestants had the nave 
and the Catholics the chancel, this arrangement continuing to the present day.

The traditional pilgrim churches in Jerusalem and Bethlehem are also shared by 
several denominations. However, this is quite a different arrangement from the 
Protestant and Catholic sharing system of the simultaneum.

References: Australian Chamber Choir Program Notes, ‘Bach in the Castle of Heaven’, June to August 2016; Mosbach 
Abbey - Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosbach_Abbey; Simultaneum – Wikipedia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Simultaneum; St. Martin’s Church, Biberach   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin’s_Church_Biberach.

St Juliana’s Church, Mosbach.
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Guidelines for The Leaflet
The length of articles ranges from short items to 1,000 words or more, with a 
maximum of 2,000 words. Advertising information is not included in The Leaflet.
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Plants of the Bible
Styrax (Styrax officinalis)

Styrax is a deciduous tree growing to six 
metres in height. It has been found in the 
evergreen forests or maquis of Israel since bib-
lical times and is native to the Middle East and 
southern Europe. Found in woods and thick-
ets, and on dry rocky slopes, it grows up to an 
elevation of 1,500 metres above sea level.

The leaves of styrax are elliptical, about five to 
ten centimetres long and three to six centimetres 
wide, and are whitish and hairy underneath. They 
are alternately placed on reddish stems, with dark 
bark occurring on larger branches of the tree. 
The flowers grow in small clusters, and visually 
resemble orange blossom, although the plant is 
not from the same botanical family. Flowers are 
fragrant, white and bell-shaped, and about two 
centimetres long. The petals vary from five to 

seven in number, with many yellow anthers. The hairy green fruit turns yellow when 
ripe, and has a stone with one seed that contains a toxin.

The only definite reference to styrax in the Bible is found in Hosea 4:13, where it is 
stated: ‘They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn offerings on the hills, 
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is good.’ (ESV) Although the 
Hebrew word livneh is translated as ‘poplar’ in this verse, its habitat on the mountain 
top precludes the poplar, which is a lowland tree, and there is consensus amongst 
scholars that the tree referred to in this verse is styrax. 

Some believe that styrax was used with frankincense, galbanum and onycha to make 
the tabernacle incense of the Old Testament. 

References: Officinal Styrax: Toxic. Wild Flowers of Israel. http://www.wildflowers.co.il/english/plant.asp?ID=488; Plants of the Bible: 
Styrax. Old Dominion University Plant Site.  http://ww2.odu.edu/lmusselm/plant/Bible/styrax.php; Styrax officinalis: Wikipedia.  https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Styrax_officinalis; Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Styrax
(Styrax officinalis)
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In Memoriam

Derek Roberts Edgerton
25th May 1937 – 29th June 2016

Derek Roberts Edgerton was born in Melbourne. 
His early years were spent in Ascot Vale, the fam-
ily later moving to Moonee Ponds where he lived 
for most of his life. Derek had one older sister, 
Margaret.

His primary education was at a state school, moving 
on to Wesley College for his secondary education. 
It was here that Derek developed his love of sport, 

including swimming and cricket. He enjoyed cadet training, the beginning of a life-
time interest in war history.

Following the completion of his secondary education, Derek went on to study at 
The University of Melbourne where he obtained a degree in Architecture. A per-
fectionist in his work, he was inspired by the work of architect Frank Lloyd Wright. 
Through his career, Derek worked on many large projects in the city and elsewhere, 
including Antarctica.

During his time at university, Derek became interested in boxing, later going on to 
coach with the Amateur Boxing Association and judging amateur bouts. He helped 
many boxers to achieve success. He was involved in a range of volunteer activi-
ties, including the Wesley Ski Lodge, and the 2006 Commonwealth Games. He was 
interested in politics and worked at polling booths during elections. He was also a 
member of the Melbourne Cricket Club.

Derek had an association of about 60 years with Scots’ Church, and served as a 
member of the Board of Management from 2003 to 2008. In recent years, his health 
deteriorated, and he moved into care. He passed away on 29th June 2016. A funeral 
service was held at Scots’ Church on 8th July.

The family of Scots’ Church extends its deepest sympathy to his son Adrian, his 
family and friends.
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Across
4. Two men came to the 

temple to pray, one a tax 
collector and the other a 
________?

6. What did Jesus ask the 
ruler to do with his 
possessions?

7. Near what city did Jesus 
see a blind man begging?

11. When children were 
brought to Jesus, how did 
the disciples treat those 
who came?

13. Jesus told a parable 
illustrating that the 
disciples should always 
____?

14. What had the ruler kept 
from his youth?

Down
1. Jesus spoke of a camel going through the eye of what?

2. Because the widow kept bothering the judge, what did he 
give her?

3. Jesus let the children come to him, saying they belong to 
the _______ __ ___? (3 words)

5. To whom will God give justice? (2 words)

8. Who asked Jesus a question about inheritng eternal life?

9. What did the tax collector ask of God?

10. Everyone who exalts himself will be what?

12. When Jesus had healed the blind man, what did he say had 
made him well?

1 2 3

4 5

6

7 8

9 10

11

12

13

14

EclipseCrossword.com

Biblical Crossword
Luke 18 (ESV)
Solution on page 13.

Want to join us 
at Scots’?

You’d be sure 
of a warm 
welcome.

Please contact the 
Session Clerk,

Miss Rae Anstee, on 
(03) 9650 9903.


