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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image: The Rieger organ of Scots’ Church, courtesy of Mal Austen.
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Revelation!

Can the book of Revelation be understood? Yes, it 
can. Its message can be summarized in one sentence: 
God rules history and will bring it to its consumma-
tion in Christ. If you read it with that main point in 
mind, you will be able to understand it. You will not 
necessarily understand every detail—neither do I. But 

it is not necessary to understand every detail in order to profit spiritually from it.

This is how Vern Poythress begins his commentary on the Book of Revelation, The 
Returning King. This is one of those beautiful to read books. It is simple without 
being simplistic, scholarly without confusing us, aware of the difficult questions and 
answering them without being trite. It is one of those books on Revelation that gives 
us hope. I read Poythress’ introduction while watching a storm roll in on the west 
coast of King Island, and I thought, ‘Yes, we can understand the book of Revelation 
after all! Phew!’ Especially as I had promised that we would be preaching through 
the Book of Revelation in 2016!

Perhaps its success lies in the book’s beginnings. Poythress says in his acknowledge-
ments, ‘This book is an expansion of study notes that I originally wrote for the New 
Geneva Study Bible (Nashville: Nelson, 1995).’ Does this explain why we have the 
clarity and the benefit of his scholarly work without all of the jargon? I found read-
ing the first 68 pages, which he calls ‘Introduction’, enormously helpful. It includes: 
‘Can we understand Revelation?’, ‘Schools of Interpretation’, ‘Content and Style’, 
‘Author and Date’, ‘Occasion and Purpose’, ‘Structure’.

And if anyone would want any further convincing of this book’s usefulness, it’s the 
commentary that Rosemary, my wife, turns to when she is preparing for the wom-
en’s group at our City Bible Study on Tuesday nights!

Richard

Reference: Poythress, Vern.  The Returning King: A guide to the book of Revelation (Phillipsburg: P&R, 2000).

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien
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Indonesian Christian Church: A Snapshot

The Indonesian congregation at Scots’ was initially 
started by Dr Sen Sendjaya and Gunawan Hadi prior 
to its incorporation to Scots’ Church in 2005. I joined 
their leadership team, as well as being inducted as 
an elder at Scots’ in 2010. I completed my studies at 
the Presbyterian Theological College and became the 

full-time minister for the Indonesian congregation at my licensing in November 
2014. The congregation comprises largely of college and university (graduate to 
post-graduate) students, young professionals and families. We consider ourselves as 
a transit congregation with people leaving and/or returning back to Indonesia (or 
other state/country) within three to four years.

Myself and Dr Sendjaya continue to serve as elders at Scots’ Church and we provide 
monthly reports to the Session. In terms of the daily operation of the congregation, 
we have formed what we call a Core Committee consisting of both of us, as well 
as Andy Sentosa, Ricky Njoto, Rhesa Liong, Robert Liao, Benidictus Jobeanto and 
Elie Cung. These are the ‘few good men’ who are on the same page when it comes 
to leading a church that is centred on the Gospel of Christ. Also, being part of the 
Scots’ Church ministry team continues to bless me in many ways. I truly appreciate 
the combined wisdom and experience of Douglas Robertson and Richard O’Brien.

While our services are conducted in Indonesian, we have used many contemporary 
and classical songs from the English-speaking world. Our congregation enjoys learn-
ing and singing biblically rich and gospel-saturated songs from the Gettys, Townend, 
Tomlin and the like. We also have live translation equipment that translates the ser-
vice and sermon into English through a wireless headset. Our average attendance 
in August this year was 134 adults and 22 children.

I’m greatly blessed by a team of Sunday school ministry that are deeply passionate 
about serving the children with the Gospel of Christ. At the moment we have five 
classes: Possum (three to four year olds), Wombat (five to six year olds), Kangaroo 
(seven to nine year olds), Pre-teen and One-on-One (for special needs children). 

Minister, Indonesian Congregation
The Rev. Christian Tirtha
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We could always use more teachers, but the Lord has been faithful to raise up godly 
men and women to our aid. At the moment we have a total of 27 people serving as 
teachers and assistants.

Our congregation continues to see how we could do better at discipleship. The 
students are currently studying a series on The Parables of Jesus by R.C. Sproul and 
the young professionals group will be based on Redeeming Work by Andy Crouch. 
Approximately two to three times a week, 40 to 50 people take part in these various 
groups. Each group consists of students and young professionals (seven to nine 
people each), and they have been assigned five to eight people who are still in the 
fringes. What has been encouraging is the number of unbelievers who continue to 
be part of these groups and being looked after by our young people. Andy Sentosa 
regularly meets with the leaders to provide pastoral support and training.

Our families meet monthly for a group study based on The Bible Project videos and 
handouts. This material covers big themes in the Bible with the aim of encouraging 
our families to read their Bibles better and deeper. Presently, we have divided our 
groups into East (Glen Waverley) and West (Point Cook). Sen and myself lead each 
group respectively. Our long term view is to see these groups morph into a number 
of family-based groups.

One of the most encouraging areas of growth has been the prayer ministry. Initially it 
was a fledgling group of five to six people on a good week, meeting weekly for prayer 
and sharing. In the middle of 2015, we began to pray and make intentional changes 
to our prayer ministry, one of them being providing more avenues for people to serve, 
e.g. cooking, music, projector setup. We meet every Wednesday evening, beginning 
with a fellowship dinner, then we gather for about one hour for songs, sharing and 
prayer, as well as a short 10 to 15 minutes’ devotional. We thank God that ever since 
the beginning of this year, we continue to have at least 20 people attending.

We have also commenced a Sunday morning prayer meeting for the whole congrega-
tion that begins 15 minutes prior to the service, usually led by either myself or Sen.

In June this year, we rejoiced in baptising six adults, one infant, and admitting 10 new 
members into our congregation. God willing, early October we will admit at least 
another 10 adults into membership, along with two adults and one infant baptism.

We began this year by completing a preaching series on Mark, which I com-
menced last year. Appropriately enough, we completed the final chapters at Easter! 
We then took a break through a short series on contemporary issues focusing on 
Christianity and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender before commencing on 
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a new series on 2 Corinthians. We finished 2 Corinthians in July, and had another 
short series on the gospel and daily life (traffic jam, food and the use of media). 
Currently, we are going through a series from Ecclesiastes entitled, ‘The Good Life’, 
which should take us to October.

All in all, for us as a congregation, it has been a busy and fruitful journey in many 
areas and yet there are still many things that require prayerful care and attention. 
We continue to serve the Lord Jesus and his church, as expressed in our mission 
statement: ‘Transforming godless people into godly leaders for Jesus Christ’.

Christian

Magnificat: the Australian Chamber Choir's last concert!
The Australian Chamber Choir's last concert for 
2016 combines Bach's Magnificat with the Cantata, 
Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben, of which we heard 
the first half in Scots' Church earlier this year. Each 
half concludes with the Chorale known in English as 
Jesu, joy of man's desiring. The program begins with 
the Ouverture from Bach Cantata No. 29, for organ 
and orchestra.

The Australian Chamber Choir is joined by the Melbourne Baroque Orchestra, 
with Elizabeth Anderson at the organ, and directed by our own Director of Music, 
Douglas Lawrence. Scots' parishioners receive a 10% discount on tickets when 
booking online. The concert is heavily booked, so reserve your seat now!

Date:  Sunday, 13th November 2016 at 3.00 pm. (Plenty of free parking.)

Where: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
 216 Richardson Street
 Middle Park (Tram No. 12 or 96)

Tickets: $50, $45, $35, $20*

* For a limited time. Enter the discount code 'SCOTS' for a 10% discount at: 
www.auschoir.org/book-now.
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The Importance of Family

Families are a recurring feature of the Bible. Think 
of that glorious statement that follows the meeting 
of the man and the woman in the garden of Eden: 
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 

flesh’ (Gen. 2:24, ESV). Consider God’s promise to Abram: ‘In you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed’ (Gen. 12:3). Recall how Joseph provided for his broth-
ers’ families in their time of desperate need, despite his appalling treatment at their 
hands (Gen. 45–47). The theme of family runs through the rest of the Old Testament.

Families also feature in the New Testament. Luke starts his gospel account with the 
family of Zechariah and Elizabeth; a childless couple until God’s intervention gives 
them a son (Lk 1). This is the precursor to the story of another family; the young 
betrothed woman Mary, her son Jesus—with no biological human father—and 
his stepfather Joseph. It’s this most unconventional and unorthodox family that 
nurtures and protects the long awaited Messiah; the anointed one who goes on to 
change history by ushering in the kingdom of God.

One of the key marks of the kingdom is that it introduces a new and more pro-
found form of family. In and through Christ, we are brothers and sisters. Whether we 
are genetically related or not, we are family.

Recent events at St Stephen’s Flemington showed us three distinct manifestations of 
what family means.

One event involved our elder, Bob Farquharson, and his wife Yvonne. It was the 
return to Australia of their son Andy and his wife Kim. Andy and Kim have laboured 
for four years as missionaries in Hungary, producing much fruit for the kingdom. 
When they joined us for worship on a recent Sunday morning, the love that Bob 
and Yvonne have for them shone out for all to see.

On the same day, we were treated to a medley hymn sung in three languages—
Batak (a North Sumatran tongue), Indonesian and English. The performers were 

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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Brotherly love:  Ricky and Maruli in unity and 
harmony as they sing God’s praises.

The Farquharsons: (from left) Bob and Yvonne 
with returning missionaries Andy and Kim.

Elder Jack Laisanna and the Rev. Philip Court welcome Kim Liew and Heather Hoare into the family of St 
Stephen’s communicant members.
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our choir leader Ricky Sihombing and one of his many brothers, Maruli. Maruli is 
visiting Australia and is spending time with Ricky’s family and his other Australian 
relations. Their duet was a picture of brotherly harmony and love.

The new and higher form of family established by Jesus was wonderfully mani-
fested not long ago when we admitted two new communicant members into our 
congregation. Kim Liew is originally from Malaysia. Heather Hoare is originally 
from Scotland. Before coming along to St Stephen’s, they did not know each other 
and the congregation did not know them. They were unrelated strangers. But now, 
through their faith in Christ, they are family. Thanks be to God.

Phil

Come and join us at 5.00 pm
on Sunday, 16th October

The singing will be led by:
The Scots’ Church Choir
Engage Group
David Farrands Brass and Percussion Ensemble
Organist Ria Angelika Polo

Conductor:
Douglas Lawrence

The

Hymn Sing!
BIG
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These are exciting times at Kirkbrae Presbyterian Homes, Kilsyth, as the first 
stage of a new development nears completion. Eight brand new two- and 
three-bedroom homes with ensuite bathrooms, open plan living, outdoor 
entertaining areas and integrated garages are currently under construction.

Situated in a quiet leafy environment at the foot of the beautiful Dandenong 
Ranges, Kirkbrae is a friendly retirement neighbourhood that offers an independent 
lifestyle in a caring Christian environment, with the option of ongoing support as 
needs change over time.

Located on a bus route with a stop at the main entrance, Kirkbrae is within easy 
reach of local shopping centres, health services and leisure activities.

The well-designed new 
units offer contemporary 
accommodation built to 
the highest standard of 
retirement living. Each 
has a private entry, and 
takes advantage of the 
lovely surroundings. 
Kitchens are appointed 
with quality appliances, 
and the lounge and din-
ing areas are designed 
for open plan living. Each 
unit is wired for today’s 
technology, including 
internet services. Enclosed courtyards and terraces are perfect for entertaining fam-
ily and friends.

For those who prefer more traditional units, a program of refurbishment makes 
these a most attractive alternative. Well established, these dwellings offer generous 
living and bedroom areas, updated laundry and bathroom facilities, a separate 
kitchen, and cosy enclosed sunrooms with garden views.

New Development at Kirkbrae

An architect’s sketch of one of the new units currently under 
construction at Kirkbrae.
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Plan of one option offered by the units now under construction.

Size indicates nett floor area including garage but does not include private ter-
race/courtyard. Floorplans and illustrations are intended to be a visual aid only 
and are subject to change. Kirkbrae accepts no responsibility as a result of any 
error, omission or misrepresentation in information.
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Planning for Stage 2 
of the development at 
Kirkbrae is well on the 
way, with the building of 
more contemporary units.

There are community 
activities, regular out-
ings and shopping trips 
in Kirkbrae’s own buses, 
and a Residents Social 
Committee for those who 
wish to join in social 
activities. Church services 
are conducted each 
Sunday by Kirkbrae’s 
own chaplain.

Optional services also 
available to residents 
include additional main-
tenance services, meals 
in the dining room, a 
library, hairdressing 
services, physiotherapy 
and podiatry. These ser-
vices are provided at a 
competitive cost and are 
readily accessible.

Further information
If you are interested in further information or would like to 
visit the display unit, please phone 03 724 5200 or visit the 
website at: www.kirkbrae.org.au

online

The kitchens offer ample storage and quality appliances.

The open plan living area is light and spacious.

phone
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In his book, The Transforming Friendship, Leslie D. Weatherhead refers to 
the story of Martin the cobbler, who has a dream and believes that Christ is 
going to visit him the next day. First, Martin brings in a street sweeper and 
gives him a cup of tea. Next, he helps a soldier’s wife with a young baby, who 
is cold and hungry, and lastly, he sorts out a problem where a boy has taken 
an apple from a fruit-seller, making peace between them. At the end of the 
day, Martin reflects sadly that Christ did not come. Then the images of the 
street sweeper, the soldier’s wife with the baby, and the fruit seller and the 
boy rise up before him and the truth dawns upon him: that God has come 
near to him in loving service and in the caring of people, one for another.

Recently, one of our members had occasion to attend the emergency department 
of one of our major Melbourne hospitals, taken there by friends present at the time 
of the accident. On arrival, the waiting room was full, with a queue lined up to pro-
vide details before being assessed for treatment; very daunting. Although in need 
of urgent attention, there was no ‘short cut’ to the initial registration. Someone 
kindly stood to allow the injured friend to have a seat, and a gentleman offered to 
stand and keep a place in the queue until it was time to register details. Another 
period of waiting followed, with the friend becoming quite distressed with shock. 
Two ladies—one seated on each side of the injured friend—offered support, as 
did a Moslem lady waiting with her husband and a sick child. After a time, a nurse 
appeared with a wheelchair; once again there were offers of assistance from those 
around. As the friend was moved to the treatment area, yet another person gave 
the accompanying friends some advice: that in these situations it is better to call 
an ambulance!

How unexpected was the kindness and compassion shown by these people in the 
waiting room, each of whom had their own problems at the time. They helped stran-
gers where they saw a need. As in the story of the Good Samaritan, God draws near 
in unexpected places and situations.

Reference: Leslie D. Weatherhead, ‘The Transforming Friendship: A Book About Jesus and Ourselves’. London, The 
Epworth Press, 1951.

Unexpected Kindness
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
Ewing Memorial Church, East Malvern
In 1888, the Rev. John R. Ewing, minister of the Toorak Uniting Church, began 
to visit the East Malvern area where he held services in the homes of some of 
his parishioners. At this time, East Malvern was on the outer fringes of greater 
Melbourne. The Rev. Ewing’s ministry extended to the jockeys, strappers and 
stable hands of the Caulfield Racecourse located nearby, and he was also a 
great supporter of the Chinese market gardeners in the area.

Church services commenced in part of a commercial building in Burke Road in 
1889, with visiting ministers conducting worship services, and a Sunday school 
being held afterwards. With the numbers in the congregation growing, a site was 
acquired close by in Waverley Road, where a small wooden church was built and 
opened on 15th March 1891. At this time, approval was sought from the Toorak 
congregation to call the church ‘The Ewing Memorial’ in acknowledgement of the 
deep interest taken by Mr Ewing in the establishment of the East Malvern church. 
This was readily given.

The 1890s depression that occurred just as the church was becoming established 
made the early years somewhat difficult for the congregation. However, by 1896 
conditions had improved and, under the leadership of the Rev. William Gardner, 
the church moved forward. A new site on the east side of Burke Road was obtained 
by means of a generous benefactor, and the original wooden church building was 
dismantled and re-erected on the new site.

In March 1897, a petition to the Presbytery for moderation in a call was granted 
and the Rev. William Gardner was called. His induction took place in July 1897 
and he became the first minister of the charge. At this time there were 69 com-
municant members. With the continued growth of the congregation it was soon 
necessary to extend the building. Sadly, Mr Gardner died in late 1904, a great loss 
to the young church. The second minister, the Rev. Thomas Jollie Smith MA, was 
inducted in June 1905, and under his leadership the congregation continued to 
grow steadily.
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Recognising that fu-
ture expansion of the 
church building was 
necessary to accom-
modate the growing 
congregation, the pre-
sent site at the corner 
of Burke Road and 
Coppin Street was pur-
chased in 1906, once 
again with the assis-
tance of a generous 
benefactor. A building 
fund was launched in 
1908. At a meeting of 
the congregation in 
March 1909, a decision 
was made to proceed 
with the building of a church to seat 499. The architects were Messrs H. W. and 
F. B. Tompkins of Melbourne and the builder was T. Stabb. The foundation stone 
was laid by the Hon. J. M. Davies on 20th July 1910 and the substantial brick 
church opened on 4th March 1911. The old church continued to serve as a 
Sunday school until 1939.

The First World War saw 74 members of the congregation leave to serve their coun-
try, with 13 making the supreme sacrifice.

In 1919, a member of the congregation made a large donation to enable the 
building of a manse, this being completed within a short time. In 1921, as a ‘peace 
offering’, donations were made towards the installation of a pipe organ, and an in-
strument built by George Fincham and Sons was installed.

The Rev. William Johnston followed Mr Smith’s ministry in 1923.

The Sunday school had met in the old church building for many years and, al-
though extensions had been made to the building on several occasions, it was 

Ewing Memorial Church, East Malvern.
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inadequate for the 
growing needs of the 
young people of the 
church. In 1936, fund-
raising activities began, 
to realise plans for 
the construction of a 
modern Sunday school 
building. This was 
achieved by 1939, with 
the foundation stone 
being laid in July and 
the building dedicated 
some five months later, 
on 25th November, 
by the Right Rev. John 
Flynn OBE.

After the resignation of 
Mr Johnston due to ill health in 1942, the Rev. C. T. F. Goy was inducted.

When the Second World War commenced, men and women of the congregation 
again went to serve in the armed forces with the sad loss of 18 young people. Three 
pairs of stained glass windows were unveiled by Major-General Alan Ramsay CB 
DSO in April 1950, and the whole north wall of the church containing windows and 
brass memorial tablets was dedicated as ‘The Warriors’ Wall’.

Over the next three decades, the church continued to flourish. In 1977, the con-
gregation elected to become Uniting. It continues as an active church today, with 
Sunday morning services and a range of other groups that meet regularly as they 
continue to serve the community.

Reference: Community Activities East Malvern: Ewing Memorial Uniting Church. http://www.ewing.org,au/
community-gatherings; Ewing Memorial History: Uniting Church East Malvern since 1890s. http://www.ewing.org.
au/history; Our Heritage: The Diamond Jubilee History of the Ewing Memorial Presbyterian Church, Burke Road, East 
Malvern. 1951. McKellar Press, 229 Glenferrie Road, Malvern, Victoria.

Foundation stone of the present church building, Ewing Memorial 
Church. The English translation of the Latin inscription: ‘By the chief 
cornerstone, Christ Jesus’. The initials at the top of the stone appear to 
mean ‘For the Greater glory of God’.
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The association of Enid and Gwenda Lund with Scots’ Church goes back 80 
years to 1936 when they, together with their younger sister Nancy, joined the 
Sunday school. They were admitted as members of Scots' in 1943.

In the 1930s, the Sunday school was combined with the Independent Church oppo-
site (now St Michael’s Uniting Church) due to the small number of children in the 
city area. The older children met in the Independent Church hall and the younger 
ones at Scots’. Enid and Gwenda recall Mr Younger, the Sunday school superin-
tendent, as a gentle and loving man who regularly gave them a bunch of flowers 
for their mother, and a comic for them to read. They are grateful for the profound 
influence of their Sunday school teachers and deaconess Mabel Officer, who was 
associated with Scots’ at that time, on their religious and social development. Enid 
and Gwenda remember Deaconess Officer as a wonderful woman who was active 
in visiting members of the congregation and in working with the young people 
of the church. She was instrumental in encouraging Mrs Val Griffith to take up the 
position of secretary to the Board of Management, an important role.

The Lund family had moved into a home in Collins Street, Melbourne, from 
Williamstown due to their father’s work. Their childhood playmates were other chil-
dren whose parents lived in the city centre—a situation far less common then than 
these days—so they were part of a unique and close knit community.

As teenagers, Enid and Gwenda joined the Girl Guides, and played tennis and 
badminton organised through Scots’. They joined in church parades, and Sunday 
school picnics where they travelled in a furniture removalist van to such destina-
tions as Bayswater or one of the bayside beaches. There were plenty of activities for 
young people at Scots’ at the time. They also recall Sunday School of the Air, with 
its base off Little Collins Street, and going to ‘Pleasant Sunday Afternoons’ at Wesley 
Church, Lonsdale Street.

After completing school, Enid went on to undertake a course at Zercho’s Business 
College, and then took a secretarial position at Melbourne Grammar School. 
Gwenda took on dressmaking with exclusive dressmaker, Incley’s, learning skills she 
continued to use over the years. They saved up and had a wonderful working holi-
day in the United Kingdom, where they were fortunate to be in London at the time 
of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.

Scots’ Members for Over 70 Years
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Gwenda later changed career direction and became an internal auditor with 
Colonial Mutual Life. Enid worked in secretarial positions for Rio Tinto for many 
years prior to her retirement.

Although there have been inevitable changes at Scots’ through the years, Enid 
and Gwenda see the core focus of the church as remaining consistent with the 
Presbyterian tradition. There have been some outstanding ministries through the 
years they have attended, including the Rev. Golder Burns, the Rev. Gordon Powell, 
the Rev. Crichton Barr, the Rev. Norman Pritchard, the Rev. Jack Pilgrim and our cur-
rent minister, the Rev. Douglas Robertson. The Turnbull Trust preachers who have 
come to Scots’ over a period of months every few years have each enriched the life 
of Scots’, the most recent being the Very Rev. Dr David Lunan, together with his wife 
Maggie. The changes at Scots’ in more recent years reflect a changing world, with an 
evening contemporary service now well established and an Indonesian congrega-
tion over 10 years old and with its own full-time minister.

Enid and Gwenda are 
long standing and highly 
valued members of the 
Outreach Committee 
and, until recently, were 
on rosters, including the 
Welcome Desk. They 
remain faithful, consistent 
and reliable, always will-
ing to help in their quiet, 
unassuming way, and are 
much loved members of 
the Scots’ Church family.

In recent times, they have 
been unable to attend as 
regularly as in the past 

due to health issues, but come to the worship services whenever they are able to do 
so. Enid, now 91 years of age, celebrated her special birthday last year, and Gwenda 
will celebrate her 90th birthday in late October 2016.

Our warm congratulations to Enid and Gwenda as our longest serving members, 
with 80 years of association with Scots’ Church, 73 of these as members.

Enid and Gwenda Lund with Alison Robertson at the 80th 
anniversary of the Wednesday lunchtime service in April.
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The Presbyterian Church of Australia was formed in 1901 from a union of 
Presbyterian churches from New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South 
Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia. The Scheme of Union was drawn 
up by the Federal Assembly of the Presbyterian Churches of Australia and 
Tasmania, which existed from 1886 to 1901. It provided a basis that allowed 
the churches concerned to preserve their separate identity while entering 
into a federal union.

The Scheme of Union is a two-part document that contains the constitutional and 
legal framework for the union. The first part, The Articles of Agreement, sets out the 
administrative structures of the Church. The second part, The Basis of Union, sets 
out the doctrinal basis for union of the churches.

The supreme standard of the Church is the Word of God, as contained in the 66 
books of the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.

The Church has adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith (with two minor 
amendments) as its subordinate standard. Although the Church believes the 
Westminster Confession of Faith sets out biblical doctrines accurately and reliably, it 
is referred to as the subordinate standard, with the Bible as the supreme standard.

In 1646, the Westminster Assembly, as it became known, drew up the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. Although the assembly consisted largely of Church of England 
ministers, there were also English Puritan clergymen and commissioners from the 
Church of Scotland present. The document was sent to the English parliament to be 
ratified, and submitted to the General Assembly of the Scottish Kirk. The Church of 
Scotland adopted the document without amendment in 1647. The following year, the 
Scottish parliament ratified the Confession, but neither the English parliament nor the 
English Church adopted it, which is why the Church of Scotland (which is presbyteri-
an) and the Church of England (which is episcopalian) are so different to each other.

In its entirety, the Westminster Confession of Faith can be described as a systematic 
exposition of Calvinist orthodoxy, influenced by Puritan and covenant theology. 
It consists of 33 chapters. Chapter 1 is entitled: ‘Of the Holy Scripture’, through 
to Chapter 33: ‘Of the Last Judgment’, with the intervening chapters covering all 
aspects of the Christian life. Since first being drawn up, it has been modified and 

Formation of the Presbyterian Church of Australia
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adopted in various forms by branches of the church. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith remains the subordinate standard of doctrine of the Church of Scotland and 
has had a major influence on the Presbyterian Church worldwide.

At the time of its formation, the Presbyterian Church of Australia also adopted a 
Declaratory Statement. The Basis of Union states that the Westminster Confession 
of Faith shall be read in the light of the Declaratory Statement. This consists of six 
paragraphs that provide an explanation for the Westminster Confession on the mat-
ters of redemption, predestination, death in infancy, man’s fallen nature, the role of 
civil authorities and liberty of conscience.

The clauses of the Declaratory Statement require the Church to be grounded 
on Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation and to accept the events of Christ’s 
incarnation, life, death, resurrection, ascension and the events at Pentecost as real 
supernatural events. The Church is also required to be eager to preach the gospel to 
everyone, to hold out the moral law of God as binding to all, to affirm the Church’s 
freedom from civil control, and to allow liberty on matters not central to its doc-
trine as long as it is used wisely.

Forerunners of the Declaratory Statement of 1901 include the Declaratory Act of 
1879 of the Scottish United Presbyterian Synod and the Declaratory Act adopted by 
the General Assembly of Victoria in 1882.

Ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church of Australia are required to make a 
solemn declaration that they accept the Westminster Confession of Faith as their subor-
dinate authority under the Bible, as read in the light of the Declaratory Statement.

References: Bradshaw, F. Maxwell. ‘Basic Documents on Presbyterian Polity: with Introductions and Notes’. Christian 
Education Committee, Presbyterian Church of Australia, 1984; Understanding the Presbyterian Church: The Basis of 
Union. The Presbyterian Fellowship; Westminster Confession of Faith – Australian Version. www.presbyterian.org.au/
images/downloads/wcf/WCF-AustVersion-19042012.pdf; What the Presbyterian Church of Australia Believes. Section 
3: Doctrine. http://www.presbyterian.org.au/index.php/beliefs; Wikipedia: The Westminster Confession of Faith. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Confession_of_Faith.

Guidelines for The Leaflet
The length of articles ranges from short items to 1,000 words or more, with a 
maximum of 2,000 words. Advertising information is not included in The Leaflet.
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Help for the Homeless
Salvation Army Melbourne

Project 614

The Salvation Army Melbourne Project 614 provides support to people who 
live on the fringe of society. Project 614 works with people who are homeless, 
affected by various sorts of addiction, suffering from mental health issues, 
and those who endure social poverty.

The team of peo-
ple working with 
The Salvation Army 
Melbourne Project 
614 provide support 
through a comprehen-
sive range of programs, 
including meals, cloth-
ing and counselling. 
They also work with 
people to help them 
move out of their 
current state of mar-
ginalisation, including 
training, volunteer 
work, employment and 
options for accommo-

dation. Some of the programs include mobile outreach, youth street teams, Salvos 
metro transit teams, cafés, a coffee van, a learning centre, a 24 hour homelessness 
program, and an urban justice centre. Sunday worship is also offered.

The AMP 614 Youth Bus is a fully refurbished motorcoach that parks on Flinders 
Street from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm from Monday to Wednesday. Equipped with a 
kitchenette, computer, Xbox gaming consoles, a chill out lounge and a private 

Homeless person trying to survive.
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counselling area, it enables workers to build relationships with vulnerable young 
people, assisting them to improve their situation.

Youth Street Teams are made up of volunteers who work in the City of Melbourne 
on Friday and Saturday nights, looking out for people to make sure the city is a 
safe place.

The Hamodava Café, which operates from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Monday to Friday, 
provides breakfast and lunch, as well as support to people from all walks of life. 
Located at 69 Bourke Street, Melbourne, the café serves breakfast and lunch to over 
300 homeless people every day.

The cafe also provides a venue, 'The Couch', where international students are able 
to congregate during the afternoon, from Mondays to Thursdays. This links the 
students to support services and information, provides opportunities for meeting 
others, and for cultural exchange.

A mobile coffee van operates in the city from 11.30 pm to 5.00 am on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Located at 69 Bourke Street, the Urban Justice Centre offers a legal service to those 
on the fringes of society, and complements the range of programs offered through 
Project 614. It deals with such issues as welfare advocacy, family violence, criminal law, 
and fine enforcement proceedings. It has been offering these services since late 2012.

The 24/7 Homelessness Program is a 24 hour community response team providing 
both mobile and centre-based responses to homelessness crisis situations in the 
central city and surrounding suburbs. It offers a point of contact to link with other 
services such as the Frontyard Youth Services, a part of the Melbourne City Mission.

Contact details for Project 614
The Salvation Army Melbourne Project 614 operates from its base at 
69 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

Phone: 03 9653 3299
Email: Lauren Cockerall at: lauren.cockerell@aus.salvationarmy.org
Website: www.salvationarmy.org.au/melbourne614



 P a g e  2 1

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  O c T O b e r  2 0 1 6

In mid June 2016, Alison and Douglas Robertson, with their son Duncan, set 
out for Central Asia to visit their daughter Eilidh and son-in-law Ben, who 
have been living in Kazakhstan since last October. Central Asia includes 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The area 
is bordered by Russia, China, Afghanistan, Iran and the Caspian Sea, and 
was formerly part of the USSR. As such, each country has many remnants 
of the soviet way of life, including many old soviet buildings and structures. 
Following the official dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, each of these 
countries has developed its own character, with much of this seemingly due 
to the rule of the dictator in each of the countries. Each has also sought to 
develop some feeling of its own historical and cultural identity.

Eilidh and Ben now live 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, the 
most ‘Western’ city in the 
area, where they head 
up Young Pioneer Tours 
Central Asia and regu-
larly run tours into each 
of the various countries 
in the region. They work 
with local contacts and 
guides in the different 
countries, and usually 
one (or both of them) 
goes as the Western tour 
guide. They also help 
independent travellers 
organise visas, itineraries 
and local guides where it is compulsory.

Douglas and Alison wanted to visit Eilidh and Ben to be able to envisage where 
they are living and working, and to experience some of their fascination with 
Central Asia.

The Robertsons in Central Asia 

Central Asia.
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After some discussion, Eilidh put together a wonderful itinerary incorporating many 
different types of experiences and covering much ground, but also with a little 
‘down time’ here and there. Alison, Douglas and Duncan flew from Melbourne with 
China Southern Airlines, via Guangzhou and Urumqi in China, then stayed in an 
apartment near Eilidh and Ben for five nights. They left Ben in Almaty, while Eilidh 
took them to Turkmenistan for four nights and Uzbekistan for five nights, finally 
returning to Almaty for another four nights.

Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan is the world’s largest landlocked country, and the ninth largest country 
in the world. The current President, Nursultan Nazarbayev, has been leader of the 
country since the dissolution of the USSR. Human rights organisations regularly 
describe Kazakhstan’s human rights situation as poor. Freedom of religion is offi-
cially allowed, but religious leaders who oppose the government are suppressed. 
Interestingly, Eilidh and Ben have chosen to live here as it is the ‘easiest’ to live in, 
and the most relaxed or progressive of the countries!

Almaty is the largest city in Kazakhstan and served as capital of the Kazakh state in 
its various forms from 1929 to 1997, but since then, Astana in the north of the coun-
try has been the capital. However, Almaty continues as the major commercial and 
cultural centre of the country, as well as its biggest population centre.

The city is located in the mountainous area of southern Kazakhstan, and the 
snow-capped mountains surrounding the city, even in the height of summer, are 
spectacular.

While in Almaty, the Robertsons visited Panfilov Park, across the road from Eilidh 
and Ben’s apartment. In this park stands the beautiful Russian Orthodox Church, 
apparently the largest wooden church built without nails. It is magnificent.

They enjoyed visits to Gorky Park; the Green Market; the ski resort of Shymbaluk 
and Medeo, the highest ice skating rink in the world; and the First President’s Park, 
amongst other places. One of the highlights was a cable car ride from the centre of 
Almaty up the side of the Kok Tobe mountains. At the top there is a variety of activi-
ties, including a ferris wheel, a life sized statue of the Beatles, a toboggan ride down 
the side of the mountain and some magnificent views of the city.

They also visited the International British House – Almaty School of English, where 
Eilidh and Ben teach English. They each have several classes during the week, 
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which gives a small regu-
lar income and a reason 
to obtain a visa to stay in 
Kazakhstan.

Turkmenistan

Turkmenistan is a fasci-
nating country, and the 
one that really captured 
Eilidh and Ben’s interest 
on their original travels 
through the region four 
years ago.

The country was ruled 
by president for life, 
Saparmurat Niyazov 
(Turkmenbashy). He was 
head of the Communist 
Party of the Turkmen 
SSR from 1985 until his 
death in 2006 when 
he was succeeded by 
President Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedow 
(who was apparently 
Turkmenbashy’s dentist).  
According to Human 
Rights Watch, it is still 
one of the world’s most 
repressive countries, 
virtually closed to inde-

pendent scrutiny. Media and religious freedom are subject to severe restrictions.

Turkmenistan is one of the least visited countries in the world (in the top 10 least 
visited) and has less than 7,000 tourists visit each year. To put that in perspective, 
North Korea has about 100,000 tourists and Australia about eight million tourists 
annually! The country is rich in natural gas, having the second largest volume of gas 

The Russian Orthodox Church in Panfilov Park, Almaty (the largest 
wooden church built without nails), just across the road from Eilidh 
and Ben’s apartment.

The view from Eilidh and Ben’s apartment balcony: the snow capped 
mountains and Kok Tobe.
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in the world. The wealth from this natural resource can be seen in the extravagant, 
opulent capital city of Ashgabat, where buildings, parks and monuments abound.

Following a flight with Turkmenistan Airlines from Almaty to Ashgabat, the family 
checked into their hotel in Old Ashgabat. It was interesting to see some remnants of 
the old soviet style buildings still very much in use. The newer part of the city, how-
ever, is quite different in character. Included in the 2013 Guinness Book of Records 
as the world’s highest concentration of white marble buildings, it is apparently the 
biggest importer of Italian marble in the world.

The Robertsons were amazed by how much the city had to offer! Its cleanliness, the 
magnificent wide beautiful roads, the ornate street lights in different patterns along 
different streets, and the monuments were all wonderful.

On their first evening, Eilidh took them to the Altyn Asyr Sowda Merkezi, a new 
shopping centre in Independence Park built in the shape of a pyramid, and covered 
in fountains and colourful lights. They had dinner in the restaurant there and were 
amazed by the beauty of the city as the sun set and the city lights came on with the 
exterior of the buildings all floodlit.

The next day they spent catching local buses (a rare thing for the tourists to 
do) and gypsy taxis in order to visit the main sites of Ashgabat. They visited the 
Neutrality Monument, then caught a bus to The Wheel of Enlightenment, the world’s 
largest indoor ferris wheel. There was no one else in sight, but as they approached 
they could see the ferris wheel start up. After a ride on the ferris wheel, they 
explored the rest of the building that was set up for entertainment, with cafes and 
bowling, and dodgems, but with no one else there except a handful of disinterested 
staff members. They tried to buy some lunch, but apparently nothing was open! 
So they began the long walk to the Monument to the Constitution through some 
lovely parklands. It was early afternoon and very hot, probably in the low 40s, but 
they made it. They also visited the Independence Monument in Independence 
Park to see the monument of the Ruhnama, a large image of the religious text that 
Turkmenbashy wrote. This text formed the basis of the educational system and was 
given equal status with the Quran under the Turkmenbashy regime (mosques were 
required to display the two texts side by side).

From Ashgabat, they had a day visiting some nearby areas of interest. First they 
went to Kipchak and saw the resplendent Turkmenbashy mosque and mausole-
um, where Turkmenbashy is buried beside his mother, father and two brothers. They 
went on to Nisa, a UNESCO site, which was once the capital of the Parthian Empire. 
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They were challenged by a visit to Kow Ata, a natural underground thermal spring 
where they had to descend 265 steep, slippery steps before enjoying the swim in 
the warm waters, followed by lunch at the shashlik restaurant outside the cave.

A huge part of the draw to visit Turkmenistan was to travel to The Gates of Hell, 
where Eilidh and Ben became engaged four years ago. This was the site of a 
Russian gas mining accident in the early 1970s. In an attempt to stop the gas leak, 
the Russians set a match to it and it is still burning 40 years later. Eilidh had said 
that camping there was the best way to see this amazing site as one is able to 
experience the sun setting over this fiery crater, and then the remaining glow in the 
night view of the desert. As the sun started setting, they clambered up a nearby hill 
and waited there until it was dark. It was certainly worth it!

Their last tourist visit in Turkmenistan before reaching the border was Konye 
Urgench, a Silk Road site. This provided the first experience of the beautiful mosa-
ic work that they would see more of in the next few days.

Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan is known for its beautiful mosques, mausoleums and other sites linked 
to the Silk Road, the ancient trade route between China and the Mediterranean. 

The Wheel of Enlightenment, in the capital city of Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.
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The family visited three 
cities in Uzbekistan—
Khiva, Samarkand and 
Tashkent—getting an 
overview of this fasci-
nating country and its 
culture. These cities all 
have beautiful examples 
of the ancient buildings 
of the old Silk Road; col-
ourfully decorated with 
mosaic tiles. A highlight 
of these was the Registan 
in Samarkand.

The currency system in 
Uzbekistan is strange, 
with no local currency 
allowed to be brought 

A view from The Wheel of Enlightenment (on the ferris wheel at this point) looking across the empty 
parklands to The Monument to the Constitution.

The Gates of Hell!
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into or out of the country. 
Nor do they use credit 
cards! The US dollar is 
the currency of choice 
to bring in. They have no 
coins, and the majority 
of the currency comes as 
1000-som bills, the equiv-
alent to about 20 Aussie 
cents. Can you imagine 
paying for everything in 
20 cent pieces?

Transport was also inter-
esting in Uzbekistan 
as there is no hire car 
option. Trains were one 
alternative, but the family 
actually caught long-dis-

The Registan, Samarkand, Uzbekistan.

More of different parts of The Registan, Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
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Further information
You can find details of Eilidh and Ben’s tours on the Young Pioneer Tours 
website: www.youngpioneertours.com. Look up the Central Asia link 
on there, then that is Eilidh and Ben! This outlines the tours they have planned for 
the rest of 2016 and into 2017.

online

tance taxis across the 
country, one day being a 
10 hour taxi ride. There 
was added interest to this 
because of the bartering 
and haggling that goes on 
when negotiating prices 
for anything, taxi rides 
included. Eilidh has devel-
oped some very good 
skills in this department!

Other highlights were the 
private fashion show that 
Eilidh organised for them 
in Samarkand, where 
traditional Uzbek clothing was creatively modernised; and the trip to the railway 
museum in Tashkent. A fun afternoon was spent at Tashkent Land, an old soviet ver-
sion of Disneyland, only frequented by locals, and not many of them at that. There 
the family had fun with both some relaxing and scary rides!

The Robertsons had a wonderful holiday visiting these countries of central Asia, 
and highly recommend it as a fascinating destination.

Alison gave a presentation, illustrated with wonderful photos, on which this article 
is based, to the PWMU on 10th August. It was very much enjoyed by all present.

(Editor’s note: the assistance of Alison Robertson in the preparation of this article is 
acknowledged.)

The private fashion show in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.



 P a g e  2 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  O c T O b e r  2 0 1 6

Know Your Church
Australian Red Cedar
The panelling, communion table, lectern and honour board in the vestibule 
of Scots’ Church are all made from an Australian timber, blackwood (Acacia 
melanoxylon), commonly known as black wattle. However, the magnificent 
organ case and the pews in the church are made from Australian red cedar 
(Toona ciliate var. australis).

Red cedar is a tree of the tropical rainforest and a member of the Mahogany family. It 
also occurs throughout southern Asia. Its natural habitat in Australia is the now exten-
sively cleared rainforest 
of New South Wales and 
Queensland. The spe-
cies can grow to about 
60 metres in height with 
a trunk diameter of up 
to three metres. It is one 
of Australia’s very few 
deciduous trees, being 
leafless between June 
and August.

The leaves have a faint 
pleasant incense-like 
odour, as does the 
wood of the tree. The 
small flowers appear 
in clumps of about 30 
to 40 centimetres long, 
and are pink to white. 
The seeds, about 15 to 
20 millimetres long, are 
winged at each end. The  large, straight trunk of red cedar, growing in a rainforest.
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Possibly Australia’s most celebrated native tree, red cedar was often referred to as 
‘red gold’ in Australia’s early pioneering years. Soon after European settlement the 
cedar cutters began to explore the rainforests of the east coast in search of cedar 
logs. The light, fine-grained timber has a beautiful even deep-red colour, and is nat-
urally durable and easy to work. In early Australia, it was used to build ships, houses, 
furniture, and to decorate the interior of churches and other large buildings. The 
similarity of red cedar to mahogany, a wood of status throughout the British Empire 
at that time, was part of its attraction.

Red cedar was so extensively felled from the rainforests that by the 1850s it was 
no longer available in commercial quantities in New South Wales. As early as 1825, 
attempts had been made to control the felling of red cedar, but protests and un-
employment forced the relaxation of laws and the unsustainable cutting of cedar 
continued. By the 1890s, almost all large red cedar trees had gone and the species 
was commercially extinct.

Attempts to grow red cedar commercially have not been successful as it needs 
quite specific conditions to grow and flourish. It is also susceptible to the cedar 
tip moth, the larvae not destroying the tree, but the damage resulting in a multi-
branched tree of little commercial value.

Some cedars of great age and size are thought to still exist in the depths of tropical 
rainforests protected as national parks. However, there are very few red cedars to 
be seen now.

The magnificent polished red cedar case that houses the Rieger organ at Scots’ 
Church is listed on the Victorian Heritage Register. It was constructed by James 
McEwan in 1874 to a design by architect Joseph Reed. In 1999, when the new 
Rieger organ was being installed, it received new tin façade pipes and side panels. 
The organ case is notable for its striking design, with Gothic carved detailing.

References: Australian Red Cedar.  http://www.agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=red cedar; POI Australia: Australian 
Red Cedar. https://poi-australia.com.au/australian-red-cedar-toona-ciliata-var-australis; Saving grace of the tall timber. 
Sydney Morning Herald, May 17, 2004; Victorian Heritage Database Report: Scots’ Church Organ Case and Stained 
Glass. Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number: H0005; Wikipedia: Toona ciliate. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Toona_ciliata.
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The discovery of gold in Victoria in the early 1850s was the impetus for the 
migration of many people from other countries, as they sought to make 
their fortune on the goldfields. There was a major influx of migrants from 
China, with about 33,000 on the Victorian goldfields by the early 1860s. An 
expressed concern for the spiritual welfare of the large number of Chinese 
people in Victoria led to a resolution, passed by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria in May 1860. The resolution stated: ‘That 
the Assembly do now resolve to take the necessary steps for originating a 
Mission to the Chinese at Ballarat.’ So began a work that has been of great 
blessing to many hundreds of Chinese since then.

In its early years, the mission to the Chinese struggled for financial support. Nine 
years after the first resolution, the General Assembly acknowledged God’s goodness 
in blessing the mission, but it:

regrets to learn that the funds supplied for carrying on these missions are 
insufficient to meet the necessary expenses, and, deprecating the idea of reduc-
ing the number of Agents employed, earnestly recommends this important 
department of its work to the prayerful liberality of its people.

However, funds were not forthcoming and, with accumulating debts, the mission 
was closed in 1872. Three years later, a Seminary for the Training of Catechists was 
established, with six Chinese students under the leadership of the Rev. R. Hamilton 
and Mr W. Cheong. It closed after two years, having fulfilled its purpose. After 
completing their course, the students became catechists as far afield as Bright, 
Beechworth, Talbot, Ballarat, Ararat, Deep Lead and Richmond. One of these stu-
dents, Mr James Chue, was appointed superintendent of the Chinese Mission, going 
on to train other catechists. He was ordained as a missionary in 1891.

The catechists faithfully proclaimed the gospel, moving to the larger centres as the 
smaller mines were worked out. Churches were built in Ballarat and Bairnsdale 
in 1892. The Bairnsdale church was built by catechist Paul Young, who went on to 
make a gift of the church, together with the house and land on which it was built, 
to the General Assembly in 1896—a wonderful gesture. Thomas Wong Cheong was 
appointed catechist in Warrnambool, where he built a church, together with anoth-
er one at Golden Point. By the beginning of the 20th century, a new centre had 

The Chinese Presbyterian Church in Melbourne
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been established in Brunswick, and the Chinese Mission was active in eight centres 
across Victoria. However, Chinese immigration was now being restricted, and many 
were returning to their homeland. The Rev. James Chue, the first Chinese superin-
tendent of the mission, returned to China in 1903. Mr John Tong Way was appointed 
superintendent and was ordained as a missionary, based in Ballarat in 1905. He 
remained in this position until his retirement in 1949.

In Melbourne, the Chinese community was centred in Little Bourke Street and the 
surrounding area, with merchants, cafes and stores situated there. It became evi-
dent that there was a need for a centre of worship in the city centre. In 1892, the 
Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union began a school for Chinese children. Miss 
Helen Pye had already been holding services on Sunday mornings.

In October 1917, Mr. Paul 
Chin commenced Sunday 
services in a room in 
Exhibition Street, where a 
Chinese school was held 
during the week. After 
two years they moved to 
110 Little Bourke Street, 
to a building owned by 
the Church Missionary 
Society. The work con-
tinued there for 33 years 
until the building was 
sold in 1952. Services 
were conducted in 

Chinese, with another for those who spoke English being held in another room. The 
Chinese and English services, as well as the Sunday school, became well established. 
By 1935, the work of the Chinese Mission was in the care of the Victorian Foreign 
Missions Committee. The Foreign Mission secretary of the time was most supportive 
of the Chinese Mission. In 1944, the Chinese Mission became a recognised congrega-
tion of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. A Session was formed, and on 30th April, 
two members were ordained as elders of the Chinese Presbyterian Church by the 
moderator, the Right Rev. Hector Maclean, with the Rev. George Anderson, foreign mis-
sions secretary, as moderator of the Session. The Sunday school continued to thrive 
throughout this period, although numbers were never great.

Children of the Chinese Mission School, circa 1926.



 P a g e  3 3

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  O c T O b e r  2 0 1 6

A Young Chinese Christian Fellowship was formed in 1939, meeting the needs of its 
young people for the next 30 years. In 1940, a branch of the Presbyterian Fellowship 
of Australia was also formed.

An open air service commenced in 1943, outside the Methodist Church in Little 
Bourke Street. It was a revival of the open air witness of the Methodist Mission, and 
continued for about 10 years.

In 1957, the congregation was informed that the building in which they had wor-
shipped for 33 years was to be sold for use as a factory and that they would need 
to find other accommodation. Temporary arrangements were made at the Church 
of England Mission in Little Bourke Street, and a decision was made to amalgam-
ate with the Chinese Methodist Mission at 196 Little Bourke Street. The Presbyterian 
congregation moved there in October 1955 and a Chinese United congregation 
was formed consisting of the two congregations. There was a joint committee of 
management comprising three Methodists, three 
Presbyterians, two elders and two foreign missions 
secretaries. At this time, services were conducted 
in Cantonese at 2.00 pm and English at 7.00 pm 
on Sundays, with a fellowship tea between the 
two services, and Sunday school in the afternoon. 
Representatives from both the Methodist Home 
Mission and the Presbyterian Foreign Mission pro-
vided support. Over the years that followed, there were 
speakers from overseas missions, as well as ministers 
and lay preachers from other parishes. It was the 
policy of the church to devote most of its offerings to 
support missionaries and missions.

As time passed and the members of the Chinese 
community moved to outer suburbs, numbers attend-
ing services slowly declined. However, a core of 
members continued the work. At the time of Church 
Union in 1977, some members joined the Uniting 
Church, although the congregation voted to remain 
Presbyterian. The Chinese United Church continued 
to meet at the premises in Little Bourke Street, at this 
time owned by the Uniting Church.
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Hidden message: GOD IS MERCIFUL.
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In September 1981, 10 
members of the congre-
gation were invited to 
join the morning service 
at Scots’ Church attended 
by Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. One of the 
Sunday school children 
had designed a birth-
day card and sent it to 
the Queen, and he was 
invited to join the Scots’ 
Church Sunday school 
for the occasion. In 1982, 
the Chinese United 
Church was saddened by 
the death of the Rev. Ray 
Russell, a Scots’ church 
minister who had served as interim moderator for five years. Other faithful mem-
bers of the congregation also passed away in that year—a sad one for parishioners.

At about this time, it was suggested to the congregation by the Uniting Church that 
they should begin to look for alternative accommodation. An invitation came from 
the Rev. Wally Beecher of Malvern Presbyterian Church to use the Sunday school 
facilities there for their services. Following the Christmas Day services at the close 
of 1983, the congregation gathered up all the hymn books, Bibles, the communion 
table, lectern, pew cushions and other moveable items, loading them into a utility 
truck of one of the members. Thus, the move from Little Bourke Street to Malvern 
was accomplished. On New Year’s Day 1984, the church worshipped in its new 
location for the first time. They continued to meet there for some years, and soon 
became an extension of the Malvern congregation. However, the numbers gradually 
lessened, and by about 2000, the Chinese members were integrated into the congre-
gation of the Malvern Presbyterian Church.

(Editor’s note: the assistance of Mrs Dorothy Low is acknowledged.)

Reference: Low, Dorothy. The History of the Chinese Presbyterian Church, Melbourne, Victoria 1860 – 1995. Printed by the 
Rev. Doug Morey, Bendigo, Victoria. Second Printing December 1997.

Scots’ Minister, the Rev. Ray Russell, with a young member of the 
Chinese Presbyterian congregation.
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For over two years, Yarra Street Pastors 
have been working on Swan Street, 
Richmond, and in that time Yarra police 
have reclassified Swan Street from a 
dangerous street to a safe street. This is 
an extraordinary achievement made 
by a committed group of Christians 
through God’s strength, not our own.

You might ask how have Street Pastors 
changed a dangerous street? Quite sim-
ply, we have walked along Swan Street 
with peace and love in our hearts and 
this has brought another element to 
the street, which at first was seen as yet 
another ‘do good’ group. It didn’t take 
very long before the security guards, 
hotel and nightclub owners saw our 
potential to create a sense of safety. The 
people, mostly young people who go to 
Swan Street for a good night out, soon 
began to notice our presence and to take an interest is what we were doing, espe-
cially if help was required.

Essentially, Street Pastors care for, listen to and help people on the street in a non-
judgemental way. Caring, listening and helping people is the way we show the love 
Christ has for us, to people who may not know Christ. It is a great introduction to 
the church as we are in the same place as these people, not inside a church away 
for what people call real life.

You may well ask how can caring, listening and helping transform a street from dan-
gerous to safe. It would appear people need someone to trust, and to be respected. 
This Street Pastors do, no matter what the circumstances. I am reminded of the night 
when we were walking past the car park and there was a group of young people 
trying to care for a young woman who had over indulged in something and was dif-

What is a Street Pastor?

Street pastors Jenny Pilgrim and Andrew Satterley.
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ficult to manage. We offered assistance, which was accepted by her friends, but not 
the young woman. A bottle of water was offered, which was not accepted because 
the young woman was afraid it was spiked; her friends showed her it was unopened. 
We spent 45 minutes with her trying to get her in a fit condition to take a taxi home 
with her friends. Whilst we were caring for her, which was simply to speak with her, 
the Prayer Pastor was rung and the situation was covered by prayer. Eventually the 
condition of the young woman improved, thus enabling her to get a taxi home. We 
ensured she had water and a vomit bag, this certainly pleased the taxi driver.

There are many instances like this every Saturday night where we support young 
people by giving them water, lolly pops or a pair of thongs. We are often told very 
personal stories and it can be reassuring for the person to know the person being 
told their story is respectful and trustworthy. At the end of the conversation we ask if 
we may pray for them. Often this is accepted with surprise.

The police who patrol Swan Street will stop and speak to us and ask if we need 
anything as they are concerned for our safety. These patrols are now less frequent, 
which allows the police to undertake other work in the area. Occasionally they will 
come to our base, which is Richmond Uniting Church, and have supper with us, 
usually with lots of conversation around what is happening on the street.

It is not only the police with whom we work; also the security guards at the venues. 
They are very friendly and have accepted us, and see us as another support group 
they can rely on to assist in supporting people who have over indulged in alcohol or 
drugs. It has been very interesting to see the changes in the way the security guards 
deal with patrons at the pubs and clubs. These changes include respectful conversa-
tions with the patrons, caring for those who can’t care themselves, and they will seek 
our assistance. They are also rather protective of Street Pastors and have stepped in 
to protect us from anyone who is aggressive, as has been my experience.

We also pick up glass bottles and sweep up broken glass. These activities are often 
commented on and ‘thank you for caring for us’ is a common comment. This activ-
ity has reduced the number of foot injuries and also removed potential weapons 
from the street, helping to make Swan Street safe.

Whilst the team is walking along Swan Street, we have a Prayer Pastor at our base.
We phone him to let him know what is happening on the street and whatever is 
happening Lindsay is praying. It is such a comfort to know Lindsay is praying for all 
on Swan Street, keeping us all before God.
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Whilst you might think this is not a particularly pleasant way to spend Saturday 
night, it is the best thing I have done with my faith as it is a practical application 
of the love Christ has for his people. If you think you would like to join me one 
Saturday evening please do as I would love to show you Swan Street and the 
impact Street Pastors have had in bringing peace to a dangerous street.

Jenny Pilgrim

Street Pastors – the beginning

The first Street Pastors began to operate in Brixton, South London, England, 
in 2003. Based on a Jamaican model, where churches had joined together to 
take their values out to the streets, it was founded by the Rev. Les Isaac and 
became an initiative of the Ascension Trust. At first the focus was on confront-
ing the use of knives and arms, and on gang culture. As the street pastors 
began to operate in other cities of the United Kingdom, they moved to ad-
dress local issues, such as drunkenness and a range of anti-social behaviours.

Five years after its commencement, there were Street Pastors established in 70 
locations, with many more starting up. Since then it has continued to grow, first 
in Scotland and soon afterwards in Australia, with the first group being set up 
in Manley, New South Wales, in 2010. It has now been established in the United 
States of America, with several churches in California setting up a program in 2013.

Street Pastors undergo a training course to prepare them for their role. All volun-
teers, they patrol the streets of cities at night, where they help people by caring for 
them in practical ways. Although they work closely with councils and the police, 
they maintain operational independence.

One important aspect for Street Pastors is the support of Prayer Pastors, who serve 
by praying, and sometimes keeping in contact by mobile phone.

Each one of us can help our Street Pastors in Melbourne as they go out each week, 
by remembering them in our prayers on Saturday evenings.

Reference: Wikipedia: Street Pastors.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_Pastors.
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A Landmark Vanishes

The following account of the demolition of the original Scots’ Church manse 
to make way for the construction of the Assembly Hall appeared in The Argus 
newspaper of 17th September 1913:

To Presbyterians particularly and to a large section of the public, there was 
something approaching pathetic in the notices chalked on the unhinged doors 
of the old Scots Church Manse in Collins Street yesterday. “This building for 
sale” was the text of the notice, and the mercenary element was rudely mingled 
with the sentimental. The old manse has stood in its own quiet grounds on the 
Collins street hill since 1841, and its demolition is certain to awaken a host of 
memories pleasant and sad to others than the attendants at Scots Church.

The building was almost entirely unroofed yesterday, and the front iron-railed 
fence was pulled down. Historical as the old manse had become, there was 
still greater veneration attaching to the kitchen, which stood at the back of the 
manse on the west side, was the original Presbyterian Church in Melbourne, 
and was built in 1838. When first erected it stood on an allotment of land on 
the south side of Collins street west, about midway between King and William 
streets. The section of land had been lent to the Presbyterians rent free by Mr. 
David Fisher. The church (subsequently the kitchen of the manse) was 29 ft. 
long, 15 ft. wide, and 10 ft. high, and cost a little over £100 to build. The Rev. 
C. Stuart Ross, an able historian of the Scottish Church in Victoria, relates that 
“for some time after its completion, as glazed windows were not within the 
resources of the town, sliding doors were used to admit the light, and that, as 
the building was used as a public school during the week, desks were fas-
tened to the walls with hinges, which allowed them to drop on Sundays when 
out of use.”

The old manse is being demolished to make room for the new Assembly 
Hall…. The new hall is to cost £25,000, and will be slightly above the level of 
the street, with moderators’ and clerks’ rooms attached, and will hold about 
900 people.’

Reference: The Argus, Wednesday 17th September 1913, page 11.  ‘A Vanishing Landmark – Scots Church Manse’.
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In early 2011, Miss Elizabeth Lewis, a neurosurgeon and member of the 
Outreach Committee, raised the situation of Jacob Gubi at a meeting. At that 
time, Jacob lived with his wife and baby daughter in a remote village in the 
Southern Highlands of Papua New Guinea, where he worked as a health exten-
sion officer. Suffering from a brain lesion causing focal epilepsy, he required 
diagnostic tests and medical treatment not available in his country. The com-
mittee undertook to assist Jacob to come to Melbourne for treatment.

Following the publicising 
of Jacob’s plight at Scots’ 
Church and beyond in 
order to raise money for 
treatment, there was a 
wonderful response from 
the congregation. Others 
also became involved; a 
Trinity Grammar School 
student saw a notice 
about the fund and took 
on raising money for 
him as a project, donat-
ing $1,500. Another 
student from Brighton 
Grammar School donat-
ed the cost of a return 
air fare between PNG 
and Melbourne. In all, 
a total of $11,000 was 
raised for the project at 
this time. The generosity 
of people was very much appreciated.

Jacob came to Melbourne and had surgery at Monash Medical Centre followed by 
rehabilitation at Kingston Centre, afterwards returning to New Guinea. He contin-
ued to require anticonvulsant drugs and medical reviews in Melbourne, the cost of 

Jacob Gubi Five Years On

Jacob Gubi at Scots’ Church, when he was in Melbourne in mid 2012.
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these being covered by the funds already raised. Elizabeth oversaw the coordina-
tion of Jacob’s care. Monash Medical Centre was most helpful in waiving some of 
the costs associated with his treatment.

More recently Jacob required a twelve month course of chemotherapy after 
a recurrence of his brain lesion. In the last month, he has flown to Cairns, 
Queensland, for an MRI to review his progress.

When Jacob’s special fund of $11,000 was almost depleted, the Outreach 
Committee paid in an additional $1,000 from its general funds so treatment could 
continue. Since the special fund has all been used, the Outreach Committee has 
continued to cover Jacob’s costs as raised with the committee by Elizabeth, who 
maintains monitoring of Jacob’s situation and progress. A total of $14,019.31 has 
been used to support Jacob to date. This does not include the recent costs of about 
$1,000, still to be finalised, for his visit to Cairns for review.

Jacob together with his wife and young family moved to Port Moresby for safety 
reasons some time ago, where he has been employed as a health worker at the 
local psychiatric hospital. He is now building a home for his family and setting up a 
business. In the five years that have passed since his initial diagnosis and treatment, 
Jacob has made great progress both in health and personal circumstances.

The Outreach Committee wishes to sincerely thank all who responded to the initial 
request for funds to assist Jacob. The ongoing support of the congregation for the 
committee through the monthly cake stalls and in other ways, means that people 
with such needs as Jacob’s and many causes, both local and overseas, can be sup-
ported in times of need in the name of Scots’ Church.

Service and sermon recordings
If you wish to listen to some of the sermons preached at Scots’ Church 
throughout the week, they are available for download on the church 
website at: http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/.

Alternatively, the 11.00 am traditional worship service is recorded each Sunday and 
is available on CD for a small charge. Contact Wendy Gregory in the church office 
on 9650 9903 for further information.

online
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In Memoriam

Margaret Isabel Castle
25th October 1931 – 1st August 2016

Margaret Castle (née McIndoe) was born at Boorool, 
near Leongatha, Gippsland, where she spent her early 
years on her grandparents’ farm, together with her par-
ents and brother John. Following the sale of the farm, 
the family moved to Leongatha, and Margaret went 
to the Presbyterian Ladies’ College as a boarder. After 
completing her secondary education she went on to 
study at Ballarat Teachers College. On graduating she 

took teaching positions in a number of schools across Victoria. Following a num-
ber of promotions, Margaret was appointed school principal of Cooinda Primary 
School at a time when men held most of these positions.

In 1973, Margaret married, and took on the care of three stepchildren. Sadly, her hus-
band passed away in 1979, and Margaret cared for and supported the children as 
they grew up.

A somewhat unconventional and independent person, Margaret’s fierce determi-
nation helped her overcome great hardships in later life. Her strong faith gave her 
much needed strength in times of adversity. A member of Scots’ Church for many 
years, her church and friends there were very important to her.

In 1994, Margaret made a decision to purchase the Scots Pioneer Church at Mardan, 
Gippsland, which was being offered for sale. Her dream to restore the church to 
its former beauty as a place of worship became a reality after much hard work. 
Margaret bore the substantial costs in repairs and restoration. The church was 
reconsecrated on 17th February 2001. Monthly ‘Pleasant Sunday Afternoons’ began, 
and continue to the present day.

Following a serious car accident, Margaret was finally able to return home after a 
period of rehabilitation, but moved into care at Regis Blackburn after a fall in her 
home. As Margaret was no longer able to look after Scots Pioneer Church, Mardan, a 
committee was formed to continue the work. Thanks to Margaret’s vision and gener-
osity, this will continue for many years to come.
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Throughout her life, Margaret was very generous to her family, each one of whom 
meant a great deal to her. She was devoted to her brother John (now deceased), 
with whom she shared many interests.

Margaret enjoyed travel, especially to Scotland. She was an active member of 
many organisations, including Soroptomists, the National Gallery of Victoria, and 
Vision Australia, to name just a few. She was an active member of Scots’ Church 
for many years.

Margaret passed away peacefully on 1st August 2016. A funeral service was held at 
Scots’ Church on 5th August, followed by a graveside service at Leongatha Cemetery.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Margaret’s family and many friends.

Paul Jenkinson
1936 – 20th May 2016

For much of his life Paul Jenkinson was motivated 
by both his faith in God, which he inherited from his 
missioner father, and the pursuit of his interests. In the 
outworking of his faith, he served as a caring worker 
in the church community and a gentle friend. He was 
a keen photographer and was very interested in railed 
transport, especially in the forms of transport that were 
being superseded by new technology.

As a skilled photographer, Paul took every opportunity to travel widely in Victoria 
and visit overseas countries taking photographs of railways, specialising in steam 
locomotives that are now but historical memories. As a result, he has left a legacy of 
many photographs and films that are not only interesting, but are of historical sig-
nificance. Paul was also a lifelong member of the Mid-Continent Railway Historical 
Society that operates a heritage railway in Wisconsin, USA.

The son of a British family, Paul lived in Wisconsin before coming to Melbourne. 
He served in the US Military, we believe as an officer and an engineer. It was the 
engineering aspect of transport that possibly interested him most, as he continued 
to practise his profession in his home in the form of model making and micro-
engineering. His latest project, which was unfinished when he became unwell, 
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was building a table-top 
funicular railway. At the 
same time, Paul never 
missed an opportunity to 
take an interesting and 
historically significant 
transport photograph—
he was in the streets of 
Melbourne on such occa-
sions as the bicentenary, 
and the tram strike in the 

1990s when, in protest against a decision to remove tram conductors, tramways staff 
blocked Melbourne streets with hundreds of vehicles. Now neither those trams, the 
conductors nor Paul are with us any more.

It is one of life’s sad stories that as Paul became unwell, his ability to effectively 
communicate was impaired, and he felt unable to pursue his interests. However, the 
interests maintained by Paul through much of his life are still communicated to us 
in the photographic records he has left us.

Paul became a member of Scots’ Church by transfer in 1975. During that year, he 
was elected to the Board of Management and served until 2009. Paul was an inau-
gural member of the Men’s Group, which met concurrently with the evening branch 
of the PWMU. That year, he assisted in the organisation of a train excursion to 
Bacchus Marsh for 320 members and friends of Scots’ Church.

In 1976, he was elected secretary of the Men’s Group and also took on the role of 
treasurer until the group was wound up in 2001.Over the years, Paul was a regular 

Tramways strike in the 1990s, Melbourne. Photo by Paul Jenkinson.

Mid-Continent Railway Historical Society – Mid-Continent Heritage Railway, North Freedom, Wisconsin, USA. 
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member of several Home Fellowship groups. He was a member and willing worker 
on the History and Archives Committee and assisted in locating and sorting materi-
als that at one time were scattered throughout the church buildings. During the last 
few years, Paul moved to the Hedley Sutton Community in Camberwell. He passed 
away on 20th May 2016. His sister, Nancy, who lives in the United States, survives him.

Judith Kilmartin and Michael North

Anne-Lise Mackenzie
23rd June 1920 – 10th August 2016

Lise was born in Norway. Her formative years were 
spent in different countries as her father was an 
electrical engineer. He was employed to help set up 
hydro-electric power stations in Norway, New Zealand, 
Argentina and England.

After the family returned to England, Lise attended 
Altrincham Grammar School for Girls, Manchester. Her 

interests included acting in school productions and she was also a keen Girl Guide.

The brother of one of her school friends, in time, became Lise’s husband. Donald 
was employed at Churchill Machine Tool Company in Manchester. War seemed 
imminent and he was sent ahead to Australia to McPherson’s Limited. Lise joined 
him a few months later with daughter, Angela. Alexander, Donald and Elizabeth 
were born in Melbourne.

Decentralisation of industry meant that the family moved to Benalla in country 
Victoria. McPherson’s and Renold (an English firm) had a partnership to produce 
transmission chains and so provided employment for local residents and refugees 
from the Second World War.

Together with bringing up the family, Lise enjoyed country community life, and 
became an assistant district commissioner for the Girl Guides. When Donald 
became mayor, Lise fulfilled her duties as mayoress.

In 1961, Donald’s promotion meant that it was necessary for him and the family to 
return to Melbourne. Lise and Donald led a busy business life and had occasional 
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overseas trips where Lise was able to reunite with her family. When at home, she 
also learnt German, played social tennis and enjoyed the piano.

The Scots’ Church community was very dear to Lise. Her contact with several dif-
ferent groups and the wonderful friendships she made were of great support to her 
over the years. At the end, she was cared for at Faversham House in Canterbury.

She passed away on 10th August 2016. A funeral service was held at Scots’ Church 
on 22nd August.

Elizabeth Fontana and Angela Lawson

Ed: Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of Lise from Scots’ Church.

 ‘The Leaflet’ ninety years ago! Voice amplifiers
This article related to a trial of voice amplifiers in the church:

To overcome the difficulty experienced in large halls and in the open air of a 
large number of people (many of whom are at a considerable distance from the 
platform) hearing a speaker satisfactorily, wireless inventors have made ampli-
fiers which in Britain and America are becoming more widely used each year.

In Victoria these amplifiers are commencing to be used, and speeches at functions 
such as the Lord Mayor’s banquet in the Exhibition Building … have been ampli-
fied with such success that persons have declared that they heard satisfactorily at 
the back of the halls, whilst without amplifiers they would not have heard at all.

Some months ago the Board of Management had a trial in Scots Church, but it 
was decided to postpone the permanent installation for several reasons.

During the past week the Board had a further trial, and the amplifiers are being 
used at both services today….The Hon. Secretary would be glad to receive writ-
ten reports from members of the congregation as to how they heard.

The article concluded with a request that reports should include pew number, 
whether morning or evening services, any portions of the service not heard, and 
any other suggestions, then forwarded ‘as early as possible to facilitate adjustments’.

Reference: The Scots’ Church Leaflet No 284, October 1926, page 7.
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Across
2. The ship Jonah boarded 

was bound for ________.

4. How did the sailors try to 
reach dry land?

5. Where was Jonah as the 
storm raged?

8. What happened after 
Jonah was thrown into 
the sea?

11. The people of Nineveh 
________.

12. Who was Jonah’s father?

13. What city did the Lord ask 
Jonah to go to?

Down
1. How did the sailors 

decide who was to blame 
for the storm? (2 words)

2. How many nights was 
Jonah in the fish?

3. What did the Lord 
appoint to swallow 
Jonah? (2 words)

6. What did Jonah do when 
he was in the fish?

7. What happened after the 
sea voyage commenced?

9. The sailors feared the 
Lord and offered a 
_________.

10. Where did Jonah go to 
flee from the Lord?
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