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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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Dear Friends,

It’s hard to believe that we are once again fast 
approaching the Advent Season, in which we look 
forward with eager anticipation to the annual celebra-
tion of the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ.

It can be a busy time of year, with many organisations 
having ‘break up’ parties, children or grand-children facing exams, family events 
to be planned, presents to be bought etc, etc, while in the church our Director of 
Music and his choir put in extra practice and preparation for the service of Nine 
Lessons and their fantastic (free!) performance of Handel’s Messiah.

For many people, Christmas can be a lot of fun, excitement and opportunity; but 
for others it can be especially difficult. Many people in our society struggle finan-
cially and feel left behind and excluded by the ever increasing extravagance of 
Christmas; some people are lonely, and the party atmosphere portrayed all around 
them exaggerates it for them; some are sad at the loss of a loved one, and the happy 
gatherings of family and friends can touch their grief deeply.

Jesus knew all of these situations. His family was never wealthy; he had times when 
he must have felt lonely—on the cross he even felt like his Heavenly Father had 
forsaken him; and he felt the pain of grief and sorrow at the death of his friend 
Lazarus. What we celebrate at Christmas theologians call ‘the incarnation’, but what 
that means is that Almighty God, the maker of heaven and earth, became like one 
of us; he shared our life, our struggles, our challenges.

This is why it is so important for us as Christians to do whatever we can this year 
and every year to ensure that the life and message of Jesus does not get lost in the 
midst of the business or commercialism of the season. In your generosity and gift 
buying, don’t forget the charities that provide a hamper of food for the hungry or 
some special toys for the children; in planning your parties or family gatherings, 
don’t forget to invite someone who might be on their own this year, perhaps for the 
first time; and in all the fun and celebration, put an arm around the shoulders of 
those who grieve for loved ones lost.

Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Robertson
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As Jesus himself said, ‘Whatever you do for the least of these my people, you do 
for me.’

Wishing you all a safe, happy and richly blessed Christmas season.

The Season of Advent

The commencement of Advent marks the beginning of the liturgical year for 
Western churches, and begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, the 
Sunday nearest to St Andrew’s Day (30th November).

The term ‘advent’ is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning ‘coming’. It is a 
time when Christians remember the coming of Christ into the world and prepare 
for the celebration of Christmas. In the Eastern church, the equivalent of Advent is 
called the Nativity Fast, differing in length and observances. It does not mark the 
beginning of the liturgical year as it does in the west.

Although the origins of Advent are lost in history, it is known to have been cel-
ebrated in the late 4th century in Spain. At the Council of Tours (France) in 567 AD, 
monks were required to hold a fast through December until Christmas. Themes 
for scripture readings during Advent often include preparation for the Second 
Coming, as well as commemorating the First Coming of Christ at Christmas.

There are many traditional practices associated with the season of Advent. These 
include: an Advent calendar; lighting an Advent wreath with special candles; and 
setting up nativity scenes and other decorations. In many churches, the colour pur-
ple is associated with Advent, although some use blue, a colour representing hope.

Special musical events, including a service of Nine Lessons and Carols, and the per-
formance of Handel’s Messiah, also mark the season of Advent. Special Advent carols, 
including Come Thou Long Expected Jesus and O Come, O Come Emmanuel are sung.

We look forward to the special services and beautiful music of Advent and 
Christmas at Scots’ Church as we celebrate this season together.

References: The Tradition of Advent. http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/advent.shtml; Wikipedia. Advent/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent.
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The Jesus Storybook Bible

The Story of God’s Love for You

Written by Sally Lloyd–Jones and 
illustrated by Jago

When we baptise an infant/child, our recent practice 
has been to give the parents a gift. The gift is a copy of The Jesus Storybook Bible, 
written by Sally Lloyd–Jones and illustrated by Jago.

The synopsis on the back of the children’s version says:

‘The Jesus Storybook Bible’ tells the Story beneath all the stories in the Bible. It 
takes the whole Bible to tell the Story. And at the centre of the Story, is a baby, 
the Child upon whom everything will depend. From Noah to Moses to King 
David, every story whispers his name. Jesus is like the missing piece in a puz-
zle – the piece that makes all the other pieces fit together.

Beautifully written and illustrated, ‘The Jesus Storybook Bible’ invites children 
to discover for themselves that Jesus is the centre of God’s great story of salva-
tion – and at the centre of their story too.

It is rare for the text of a children’s picture book of the Bible to be printed in a for-
mat also suitable for a teen or adult. That is what has happened; a year or so ago, The 
Story of God’s love For You was released—the same text, a new title, a new design … 
for a whole new audience. A review of this book says: ‘Now, this amazing, sophisticat-
ed, true, and theologically rich story connects the Bible and its truths – for everyone.’

It is very useful to have as an explanation of the message of the whole Bible in one 
book whether it is for a child or an adult, from any background, and especially 
helpful to read with someone with English as their second language.

Sally Lloyd–Jones is a British children’s book writer who came to New York City, 
United States, in 1989 ‘just for a year’. She still lives there. Jago, the illustrator of The 
Jesus Storybook Bible lives in Cornwall, England.

Minister, Central Business District
The Rev. Richard O’Brien
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The Jesus Storybook Bible or The Story of God’s Love For You could be a great gift this 
Christmas—for children, teens or an adult. A wonderful way to pass on the gospel 
story this Christmas.

Richard

G. K. Chesterton

In the article that follows, Christian 
Tirtha refers to G. K. Chesterton.

Gilbert Keith Chesterton (1874–1936) 
was an English writer who published 
works on a wide range of subjects, 
including philosophy, biography, 
Christianity and fiction. He also wrote 
poetry and plays, and gave public lec-
tures. His ‘Father Brown’ mystery stories 
are still read and seen on television.

A man of strong opinions, Chesterton had an huge talent for defending his views. 
His exuberant personality allowed him to maintain warm friendships with people, 
even those with whom he resolutely disagreed. One of the few journalists of his time 
to oppose the Boer War, he had no difficulty in standing up for what he believed.

Born in London, Chesterton was baptised as a baby in the Church of England, 
although his family was Unitarian. He was educated at St Paul’s School, then at-
tended Slade School of Art to become an illustrator, although he did not complete 
his studies in that field. He also took classes in literature while there.

Chesterton referred to himself as an ‘orthodox’ Christian. He moved towards 
Catholicism, eventually converting. His wife Frances was credited with leading him 
back to the Anglican Church. He died at his home in Buckinghamshire in 1936.

References: Christian Classics Ethereal Library: Gilbert Keith Chesterton. https://www.ccel.org/ccl/chesterton; G.K. 
Chesterton. http://www.cse.dmu.ac.uk/~mward/gkc/books/; Wikipedia. G. K. Chesterton. https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/G._K._Chesterton.

G. K. Chesterton at work in his study.
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The God Who Sings

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who 
will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing. (Zephaniah 3:17, ESV)

One of the many celebrated features of most churches 
around the world is congregational singing. Christianity at its core is appropriately 
called the singing religion. Singing is integral to our expression of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, because his abundant grace encompasses everything we need for this 
life and the next. Apparently, God views singing as so important that an entire book 
in the Bible is devoted to it: the Psalms. John Calvin’s famous remark of this book is 
worth repeating here:

[The Psalms are] an anatomy of all the PARTS of the soul. For there is not an 
emotion of which anyone can be conscious that is not here represented as in 
a mirror.  Rather the Holy Spirit has here drawn to the life all the griefs, sor-
rows, fears, doubts, hopes, cares, perplexities with which the minds of men are 
want to be agitated.

In other words, singing in Christianity is far more than raising happy-clappy songs or 
one’s favourite classical hymns—singing is a means of deep communion with the 
Triune God. Sure, as God’s church, we should be amazed at the repertoire of church 
music, hymns and songs throughout the ages. They vary in style, and admittedly, 
not all of them are doctrinally sound or congregation-friendly (or both!), but when 
you look at the whole gamut of Christian music, you get the sense of great unity in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Singing unites Christians with one another as they give 
thanks, lament, pray and praise the God who is worthy of all worship.

All of us can say Praise the Lord, His Glories Show when we think about God’s sov-
ereign power, loving rule and abundant grace towards us.

All of us can sing Be Still, My Soul when grief, pain, sorrow, disappointment and fears 
come our way.

Minister, Indonesian Congregation
The Rev. Christian Tirtha
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All of us can agree How Good It Is when we meet as 
God’s family—singing with one voice to the Lord, for 
he dwells in the presence of his people.

All of us can pray Speak, O Lord when we gather to 
hear and study the Word of God through which he gra-
ciously loves and rules over his church.

The prophet Zephaniah gives us the reason why this 
is the case with God’s people. Why do Christians sing, 
then? Well, fundamentally it is because we have a God 
who sings joyfully over his people. He sings over us, not 
because we are somehow worth praising—far from it! 
There’s nothing in our character, our church tradition, 
our building, our musical finesse; not one single thing 
to merit God’s gladness. God sings over us not because we are worthy, but despite 
our unworthiness. Despite our deep alienation from God, he is the one who has 
made the initiative to save and ‘quiet us by his love.’

That is the gospel, the good news—every time we gather to sing his praises, we are 
reminded of the cost that God paid for us: he himself entered our deepest griefs, 
sorrows, fears, doubts, hopes, cares, perplexities. That’s why we have songs that speak 
about the cross of Christ. In Jesus Christ, we have God present in our midst, showing 
himself as a mighty one who will save.

Many years ago, in a particularly depressing time in my life, I began to doubt God’s 
existence and goodness. Among many things that helped me was a quotation from 
G. K. Chesterton:

For the Christian, joy is the central feature of life and sorrow is peripheral, 
because in the gospel the fundamental questions of life are answered and it 
is the peripheral ones that are relatively unanswered. For the unbelievers, sor-
row is central and joy peripheral, because only the peripheral questions have 
answers and the central ones remain unanswered.

So as Christians, whether you’re joyful, sorrowful or anywhere in between—sing to 
Jesus. We can find him to be the answer for our deepest longings, we can find him 
to be the fairest of ten thousands, we can find in him the reason why God is singing 
over us joyfully. Let us take this up by faith, lift up our voice, and sing with joy!

Christian

Guidelines for 
The Leaflet
The length of ar-
ticles ranges from 
short items to a 
maximum of 2,000 
words. Advertising 
is not included in 
The Leaflet.
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Theologians, Every One

What with my normal Sunday commitments at St 
Stephen’s, it’s not often I get the chance to attend wor-
ship at another church and simply sit as a visitor with 
the rest of the congregation.

Chances to visit other churches sometimes present 
themselves when I’m on annual leave, providing Deb and I are not too far off the 
beaten track. When I get those chances, I’m curious to discover what the local 
‘house rules’ of worship are, and I’m forever on the lookout for good ideas that 
might enhance our own worship back in Flemington.

Most recently, during a short holiday in Japan, we joined Sunday morning worship 
at an English-speaking Anglican church near our hotel in Tokyo. On this occasion, it 
was the Minister’s children’s talk that most impressed me; so much so that I decided 
to give his method a go.

When I started doing children’s talks a couple of years ago at St Stephen’s, I was full of 
what I thought were good ideas. But eventually the well started running dry. Thumbing 
through a couple of books of pre-prepared children’s talks didn’t help much, either.

‘Eureka!’ I thought when I saw what this minister was doing. He had turned the tables 
by having his Sunday schoolers give him questions to answer; questions on notice so 
he could do the necessary research and preparation. (Phew!) Each Sunday, he tackles 
one of these questions, while other questions are no doubt being added to the list.

How much better to deal with the things the children themselves want to know, 
than the things I think they might be interested in!

This is the model I’m now using at St Stephen’s, and I am delighted with the ques-
tions that our primary-aged Sunday schoolers are bowling up to me. I am seeing 
them in a new light. And it has made me realise that they, too, are theologians wres-
tling with the wonderful mysteries of our Christian faith.

Here’s a sample of their questions so far:

Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington
The Rev. Philip Court
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•	 How many miracles 
did Jesus do?

•	 Who made God?

•	 When is God’s 
birthday?

•	 Where does God live?

•	 How old is Jesus 
now?

•	 How old was Jesus 
when he ascended to 
heaven?

•	 How does God come 
alive in people?

It might be worth taking 
some time to consider 
how you would answer 
these junior theologians. 
I’m sure it will be time 
well spent.

Philip Rev Philip Court tackles a question from the Sunday schoolers.

Early Sunday schools
Sunday schools in England began in Dursley, Gloucestershire, in the early 1780s, 
where William King set up a school to provide education for working children. He 
was quickly followed by is friend Robert Raikes, in Gloucester. Raikes is generally 
quoted as starting the schools as, in his position as editor of the Gloucester Journal, 
he wrote an article and gained support of many clergymen. The schools aimed to 
teach reading, writing, and a knowledge of the Bible. There were 250,000 English 
children attending Sunday schools by 1785.

Reference: Wikipedia. Sunday school. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunday_school.
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Plants of the Bible
Black Mustard (Brassica nigra)

In general, scholars agree that the mustard seed 
to which Jesus refers in Matthew 13:31-32 and 
Mark 4:30-32 is that of black mustard. This plant 
is the tallest of the local species occurring in the 
region, often growing to two metres in height. It 
commonly occurs in the vegetation surrounding 
the Sea of Galilee, an area through which Jesus 
moved and preached.

Black mustard is an annual plant with large leaves, 
mainly clustered around the base of the central stem 
that has many branches in its upper part. It produc-
es abundant yellow flowers up to one centimetre 
across, each with four petals. The leaves, which are 
covered in small hairs, may wilt in the heat of the 
day, but recover at night. The small seeds, up to one 
millimetre in diameter, are hard and vary in colour 
from dark brown to black. Although full of flavour, 
they have almost no aroma.

The seeds are commonly used in Indian cuisine. Oil extracted from the seeds is also 
used in Indian cooking. In parts of Ethiopia, the plant is cultivated as a vegetable, 
with its shoots and leaves being cooked, and seeds used as a spice. The mustard 
seed has also been used medicinally as a cough suppressant and as a poultice in the 
treatment of respiratory infections.

Other references to mustard seed in the New Testament include Matthew 17:20 and 
Luke 17:5-6, where Jesus refers to faith the size of a mustard seed. In Luke 13:18-19, 
Jesus speaks of the large plant that grew from a mustard seed.

References: Old Dominion University Plant Site: Mustard. http://ww2.odu.edu/~lmusselm/plant/bible/mustard.php; 
Wikipedia: Brassica nigra. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brassica_nigra; Zohary, M. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Black Mustard
(Brassica nigra)
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The Scots’ Church Grand Final Mid Week Service, held on 28th September, was the 
15th time this service had been conducted at Scots’. The service was conducted by 
the Rev. Douglas Robertson with Pastor Bruce Claridge, Chaplain of Golden Square 
Bendigo Football Club, as the guest preacher.

The Rev. Peter Waterhouse, Chaplain of Hume Anglican Grammar, led the congrega-
tion in prayer, and the New Testament lesson from Luke 10:1-9 was read by the Rev. 
Steve Stubbings, National Development Director, Sports Chaplaincy Australia.

The music was led by Douglas Lawrence, supported by Robert Sims playing the 
trumpet, and the congregation sang two favourite hymns: Mine Eyes Have Seen The 
Glory (The Battle Hymn of the Republic) and Love Divine, All Loves Excelling with 
great enthusiasm.

Pastor Claridge in his 
sermon, ‘Where would 
Jesus be on Grand Final 
Day’, challenged the con-
gregation to think about 
how we can meet people 
who do not know the 
Lord. In Luke 10:2 (ESV) 
Jesus said, ‘Therefore 
pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into 
his harvest.’ Bruce said 
Sports Chaplaincy had 
responded to this pas-
sage by reaching out to 
individuals in sporting 
clubs by building genu-
ine relationships and providing pastoral care for them. Bruce said it was always 
important to treat people with respect. Concluding his sermon from Luke 10:9, 
‘Heal the sick in it and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you”’, 

AFL Grand Final Mid-Week Service

From left: Douglas Robertson; Pastor Bruce Claridge, Chaplain of 
Golden Square Bendigo Football Club; and former footballer Ashley 
Humphrey, who also spoke at the service.
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Bruce again spoke of 
the love of Jesus for all 
people. His message was 
well received by the con-
gregation.

Once again the bluestone 
facade of the church 
was decorated with bal-
loons of the team colours 
of the two Grand Final 
sides: Western Bulldogs 
and Sydney Swans. On a 
beautiful sunny day, the 
fund raising team worked 
tirelessly in cooking sau-
sages and providing tea 
and coffee for sale to the 
public in Collins Street. 
Through their hard work 
they raised $950 for Sports 
Chaplaincy Australia.

Thank you to Dennis 
Conradi, Andrew Conradi, 
Ian Marshall, Lois and 
Gordon Taylor, Barry 
and Judith Kilmartin, 
Nina Braistead, Barbara 
Noisette, Bill Jurrjens and 
Margaret Lowe for their 
support for the Grand 
Final Service.

The Grand Final Service 
is a special day in the life 
of our church and we look forward to continuing this service in 2017.

Robert Lowe

The balloons decorating the church fence on Grand Final Service day.

The Sausage Sizzle team at work on the day of the AFL Grand Final 
Service.
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Allan and Ann Nolan

Ann and Allan Nolan have been regular attenders at Scots’ Church for almost 
30 years, and have been active members of the Scots’ Church family through-
out that time.

Allan’s mother’s fam-
ily were settlers in the 
Riverina area of New 
South Wales (NSW). Her 
father, Robert Simpson, 
had known Sir Samuel 
McCaughey, founder 
of the Murrumbidgee 
irrigation area, all his 
life, both having been 
born to farming families 
in Balleymena, County 
Antrim, Ireland, and later 
coming to Australia. 
Sir Samuel’s North 
Yanco Station included 
a large frontage to the Murrumbidgee River, and it was here that he and Robert 
devised an extensive irrigation system for this dry region. Allan’s father’s forebears 
included a number of settlers at Windsor, NSW. His parents met when his father 
was registrar at Yanco Agricultural College. Allan was born in Leeton, and soon 
after his birth, the family moved to Sydney. Allan was to enjoy many holidays with 
Leeton relatives, including being evacuated there when the attack on Sydney 
Harbour by Japanese submarines during World War II took place. His parents 
were staunch members of the Presbyterian church. His father was session clerk 
at the Willoughby church for over 30 years, and his mother a dedicated member 
of the Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU), the Guild, and the choir. 
Sadly, she died when Allan was 17. His father remarried and had two daughters 
and a son by this marriage.

Interview

Allan and Ann Nolan.
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Ann’s paternal forebears were seafarers, both merchant and defence, and build-
ers, except for a grandfather who had the first pharmacy in Turramurra, NSW. It 
was at her grandfather’s old home where she and Allan first met at a Presbyterian 
Fellowship of Australia (PFA) New Year’s dance. Her mother’s family were mostly 
farmers, saddlers and blacksmiths from the Northern Rivers region of NSW. 
Her ancestors came from Ayrshire and Renfrewshire in Scotland, Devon and 
Bedfordshire in England, and from County Antrim, Ireland. Ann was born at 
Roseville, NSW, and has one sister.

Growing up in Sydney, Allan attended Willoughby Primary School then went on to 
Knox Grammar School, Wahroonga, for his secondary education, where he was a 
prefect. He also played in the Knox pipe band. He went to Willoughby Presbyterian 
Church Sunday school, later joining the PFA. He gained entry to the Royal Military 
College (RMC) Duntroon, where he shone at sprinting. While at Duntroon he attend-
ed St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Canberra. He graduated in December 1956, 
then continued studies at the University of Sydney to complete his mechanical 
engineering degree.

Ann also grew up in Sydney, where she attended Greenwich and Warrawee Primary 
schools followed by the Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC), Pymble, for her sec-
ondary education. At Sydney Teachers’ College she qualified as a primary teacher 
and taught in a number of schools in NSW, ACT, Victoria and Port Moresby. Ann 
began Sunday school at St Giles, North Wollstonecraft, moving to St James Church, 
Turramurra, both Anglican. Then to the Kissing Point Road branch of St Margaret’s 
Presbyterian Church, Turramurra, and later to St Margaret’s itself, where she was also 
a PFA member and where she and Allan were married in 1960. They have two chil-
dren: a daughter now living in Perth, Western Australia, and a son residing in Glen 
Iris. The family attended St Andrew’s, Box Hill, for some years, where Allan served on 
the Board of Management, until posted out of Melbourne.

Allan’s army career meant many moves, meeting wonderful people, seeing beautiful 
sights, having interesting experiences, and a few challenges. Allan’s first posting was 
to the workshops at Puckapunyal, Victoria. Then an unexpected trip to Japan as the 
engine room officer on a Landing Ship Medium purchased by the Australian Army 
from the US Navy, and next to the RMC Duntroon workshops and part-time lecturer. 
Training in watercraft maintenance in the USA followed. Allan later returned to 
Sydney and had Australia-wide responsibility for the maintenance of army water-
craft. The next move was to Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, where he was senior 
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engineer, his responsibilities including civil aid patrols. After a year at the Australian 
Staff College, Queenscliff, Victoria, he was posted to the field workshop at Nui Dat, 
South Vietnam, returning to Melbourne as Commanding Officer of the Technical 
Services Unit. Allan next went on exchange to England as production manager at 
the workshop in Donnington, Shropshire. The major activity was support of opera-
tions in Northern Ireland. On his return to Victoria, he was posted as commanding 
officer and chief instructor to the Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers Training Centre, Bandiana. Allan retired from the army with the rank 
of lieutenant colonel after 25 years. The children were now attending secondary 
school at Scotch College and PLC (Melbourne) and his next posting was to be in 
Canberra, which would have meant another move for the family at an important 
time from an educational perspective.

Allan went on to work with the Metropolitan Tramways Board, later Public Transport 
Victoria, for 15 years, and was the group manager, Tram 
and Bus Engineering, when he retired. Projects includ-
ed the Restaurant and City Circle trams, and light rail 
in Hong Kong. He then did consultancy work.

In late 1987, Ann and Allan moved to a hobby farm 
past Sunbury, where they spent 20 pleasant years 
before returning to Doncaster, where they enjoy living 
at a retirement village. They also enjoy Probus, U3A, 
MSO concerts and theatre.

Over their years at Scots’ Church, Ann and Allan 
have participated in activities in many ways. Ann has 
been involved with the crèche, the sausage sizzle, the 
PWMU at Scots’ and at Gisborne. She has very much 
enjoyed 20 years on the Welcome Desk, Allan join-
ing the roster over the last few years. They have both 
been on the social hour roster, and have been in a 
home fellowship group at Ascot Vale and now at the 
manse, Balwyn.

Our thanks to Ann and Allan for their consistent and 
faithful membership, and for their contribution to the 
life of Scots’ in so many ways.
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The Presbyterian and Scots’ 
Church Joint Mission Inc.
Including Help for the Homeless

The Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission, often referred to as the 
Flemington Mission, has as its vision: ‘Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and promoting the physical, moral and spiritual wellbeing of all people, of all 
ages, who are in need of our support.’

With its origins in the Scots’ Church District Association, established in 1881, it be-
came the Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission in 1924, when the mission 
became a concern of the wider Presbyterian Church. In the years before moving 
to its present location in Flemington, the mission operated at various venues with-
in Melbourne, Fitzroy, Carlton and St Kilda. It has been operating at St Stephen’s, 
Flemington, since 1993, when Scots’ and St Stephen’s were linked and the mission 
was able to move into one of the halls there.

Over the years since its beginning, the mission has responded to the changing 
needs of the community. These days, the mission provides food assistance through 
food parcels, with 1,326 bags of groceries being given to people in need over the 
past year. There is a gospel-focussed Tuesday morning church service twice month-

ly, with an average 
attendance of 18 over 
the past year. The Rev. 
Phil Court, as Missioner, 
as well as the Minister at 
St Stephen’s, provides 
capable leadership 
for a team of enthusi-
astic volunteers, and 
for the Management 
Committee. As part 
of his role, Phil also 
undertakes weekly On Tuesday of nearly every week, the Mission Hall’s door is open to all.
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chaplaincy visits to Royal Melbourne Hospital and Royal Park. The support services 
provided by the mission are wide-ranging. For example, from assistance with edu-
cational needs for the children of families in difficult circumstances to a welcome 
to all comers with tea or coffee and a delicious snack provided by a local bakery, 
or a bowl of soup. Newspapers are available, as well as Christian publications and 
bibles. Some come for help or a friendly chat; there are refugee families on tempo-
rary bridging visas; workers who find themselves unemployed; people struggling 
on fixed incomes; the homeless; the unwell; people struggling with addiction; and 
the lonely. All are welcome.

The mission gratefully receives all donations of non-perishable foods and other es-
sential items for daily living throughout the year. Each year, the Scots’ Church Harvest 
Festival is held in October to help stock the shelves for Christmas. Supported by 
the Outreach Committee and others, it provides a wonderful array of groceries and 
other items. Financial donations are also most welcome. You may consider becom-
ing a regular donor through automatic direct debit. A small amount donated on a 
monthly basis allows for forward planning by the mission.

Contact details for the Presbyterian and Scots' 
Church Joint Mission Inc.:
Address: The Mission Hall is located at St Stephen’s 

Presbyterian Church, 26 Norwood Street, 
Flemington

Postal address: PO Box 583, Flemington, Victoria, 3031

Email: philip.court@scotschurch.com 

Phone: 03 9376 3777

The mission operates every Tuesday from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. 
Melbourne Health hospital visits are on Wednesdays.

For donations to the mission by electronic transfer: BSB 083 004, 
Account no. 51512 1952.

References: Flemington Mission News. Issue No. 10, October 2015; Flemington Mission News. Issue No. 11, October 
2016; Peake, Suzanne. A Brief History of the Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission.
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Under the title ‘More Music and Shorter Sermons’, an account of remarks made 
by the Rev. Dr Alexander Marshall at the Scots’ Church annual congregational 
meeting held in March 1905 appeared in The Argus newspaper of 28th March.

Dr Marshall spoke of changes in the order of public worship and the shortening of 
Sunday services over recent years, especially the evening worship service during 
the summer months. He related the early memories of an old colonist and church 
member, who reminisced:

I remember my first Sunday in the old kirk – a building in marked contrast 
to the present handsome edifice. It was severely plain. There were no painted 
windows, or carpets, or cushions. The pews were narrow and straight-backed, 
with doors. The pulpit was high above the pews, and the minister climbed the 
steep stairs and shut himself in. Over his head there was a sounding-board, 
that seemed likely to fall and crush him. The service was awfully long. There 
was no organ or choir, 
and selections of the 
metrical version of 
the Psalms of David, 
to long-loved music 
set, were started by a 
precentor, with the aid 
of a tuning-fork, and 
sung by the congrega-
tion. The prayers were 
of remarkable breadth 
and continuance. The 
sermon was doctrinal 
and long, and was 
read from the MS, with-
out any pretensions to 
oratory or elocution. 
Yet we were all deeply 
attached to our min-
ister and proud of the 

Changes at Scots’ in 1905

The Rev. Dr Alexander Marshall.
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homeliness of our kirk 
and the homelikeness 
of its worship, That was 
in the long ago. ‘Old 
things have passed 
away; all things have 
become new.’

Dr Marshall went on to 
speak of the circum-
stances of the Scots’ 
congregation, many of 
whom travel some dis-
tance to church and can 
hardly be expected to 
attend two long services 
in a day, especially during 
the heat of summer. He 
decided to shorten the 
evening service and to make it more varied, to attract more of those who attend in the 
morning to return and to arouse the interest of other young people in coming to the 
service. Changes included a reduction in the length of the sermon to 15 minutes and 
the introduction of one or two additional items of praise. This was to be introduced 
initially for the summer months only, with circumstances determining whether the 
changes would continue through the year.

In commenting further, Dr Marshall did not see this as a great change for Scots’ 
Church, but acknowledged it as a considerable one compared with what his fellow 
countrymen had been accustomed to previously. He spoke of less congregational 
praise in Scotland, and almost none by the choir alone. This left time for much long-
er sermons, of which people were tolerant through custom and tradition. On his 
arrival at Scots’ Church, Dr Marshall found a considerable difference in the order 
of service, causing him to limit his sermons to about 25 minutes, ‘with a leaning to 
mercy’. He went on to state: ‘I can remember the time when one prayer alone was 
as long as one of my sermons nowadays.’ Dr Marshall concluded by indicating his 
satisfaction with the arrangements at Scots’ Church.

Reference: ‘The Argus’, 28th March, 1905, page 5.  ‘Church Services. More Music and Shorter Sermons: Rev. Dr. 
Marshall’s Views.’

The earlier, more austere ‘Scots’ Church’ building, about 1860.

Im
age credit: The State Library of Victoria.
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The Servant Queen
by Mark Greene and Catherine Butcher

This delightful book was published by the Bible Society, HOPE, and the 
London Institute of Contemporary Christianity in 2016 to mark the 90th birth-
day of Queen Elizabeth II.

In a foreword written by the Queen, she 
states that she has been very grateful to 
the people of the Commonwealth and 
Empire for their prayers ‘and to God for 
His steadfast love. I have indeed seen 
His faithfulness.’

The Queen is described as a woman 
who has looked in two directions 
throughout her life: upward to God 
and outwards to her people. These two 
aspects of her life are evident through-
out this book.

The introductory chapters are followed 
by an explanation of some of the deep 
symbolism within the coronation cer-
emony, and its significance.

The Queen has an extraordinary work ethic, and still works more than 40 hours a 
week, taking her role as Head of State seriously.

Each year the Queen gives a Christmas broadcast. Her central focus is always on 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus at Christmas. She links this to other themes, 
such as forgiveness and love for your neighbour, together with many other topical 
subjects of the time.

Throughout her years as monarch, the Queen has publicly acknowledged the God 
she serves and has been an extraordinary example to all.  This beautifully illustrat-
ed book highlights aspects of the service she has given and provides an insight into 
some less known aspects of her life.

Book Review

The book cover of The Servant Queen.



Christmas Greetings
from Scots’ and St Stephen’s

To all the members, adherents and friends of Scots’ Church 
and St Stephen’s,

Alison, Mairi and Duncan all join me in wishing you a very 
happy and holy Christmas season.

May you give gifts of a value that cannot be counted in
dollars; and may you receive blessings and joys that you 
never expected.

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

— Douglas Robertson —

‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us …’

May Christ’s peace reign in your hearts and richly bless you 
this Christmas season and forever more.

— Philip and Deborah Court —

‘Christ takes our birth from us and absorbs it in His birth, and 
grants us His, that in it we might become pure and holy, as if 
it were our own, so that every Christian may rejoice and glory 
in Christ’s birth as much as if they had been born of Mary as 
had Christ.’ (Martin Luther)

May this Christmas bring the joy and glory of Jesus’ birth into 
your hearts.

— Christian, Milka, Carson, Harmony and Leon Tirtha —



As we pause in this time of great uncertainty and
turmoil in the world, it is a blessing to remember
the birth of our Saviour. We turn to him for comfort
and peace knowing that he will watch over us.

It is a great joy for the office staff of The Scots’ Church to 
serve you, and we join in wishing you a safe, holy and very 
happy Christmas and  New Year.

— Sebert Ruddock —

Christmas is a time when we reach out to others to share 
God’s love and the wonderful gift of baby Jesus so many 

years ago. Let us in turn reach out to those less fortunate and 
give them the joy and love of Christmas.

I wish each one of you joy at this Yuletide season, and health 
and happiness for the coming year.

— Rae Anstee —

Christmas is a time when we remember
‘The true light that gives light to all 
people has come into the world’ and 
our thoughts turn to the special people 
God has brought into our lives.

Wishing you all the best as we 
celebrate the hope of Christmas.

— Richard and Rosemary O’Brien —
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Interview

Eva Loo

Although Eva was born in Sydney, her parents moved to Hong Kong to live 
when she was still a baby. Her mother came from Hong Kong and her father 
had migrated to Australia from Malaysia in the 1970s. Her parents had met and 
settled in Sydney, but her mother wanted to return to Hong Kong to be close 
to her aging parents. Eva was the middle one of five children, and attended 
school in Hong Kong until Grade 5 when, together with her older brother 
and sister, she moved to relatives in Newborough, Gippsland, where she con-
tinued her schooling. She later went on to St Hilda’s Anglican Girls’ School 

on the Gold Coast, 
Queensland, where she 
was a boarder through 
secondary school, 
really enjoying subjects 
related to science and 
mathematics. She began 
piano lessons at about 
seven years of age, and 
during Year 10 complet-
ed her Grade 8 piano 
examination. Although 
it was not easy for Eva 
at times during these 
years, as she reflects on 
her experiences over 
this time, she acknowl-
edges God’s gracious-
ness to her.

On completing her sec-
ondary education Eva 
returned to Victoria to 
study at The University of 
Melbourne for the next Eva Loo
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five years, graduating with a double degree in engineering and computer science, 
specialising in mechatronics (robotics). Although she loved music and playing the 
piano, she had made a decision not to pursue this as a career. Eva lived at Janet 
Clarke Hall at the university for the first year, then she and her two younger brothers 
moved into a unit in Glen Iris. At the end of her fourth year, she applied for vacation 
work with Esso Australia (ExxonMobil), in Melbourne. She stayed three months and, 
at this time, was offered a scholarship and invited to take a position with the com-
pany after graduation.

Eva’s first graduate appointment with Esso was as a machinery engineer support-
ing operations in Gippsland, necessitating a move to Sale at this time. She next 
became a process surveillance engineer, which included visits to offshore facilities. 
Eva then took on an environmental role, including projects for energy efficiency 
improvement, before becoming the greenhouse gas and energy adviser for the 
operated businesses in Australia. She currently works as a risk adviser, assessing 
operational risks and helping the business prioritise work, with recommendations 
for appropriate controls in risk management for various assets. Eva returned to 
Melbourne to live about seven years ago.

After completing her Grade 8 piano examination, Eva gave up ‘serious’ piano stud-
ies, but has always played for pleasure. About five years ago, an Anglican Church she 
attended asked whether anyone could assist with music. Eva volunteered to play 
the organ for church services, which she continues to do to the present time.

While studying at the University of Melbourne, a friend invited Eva to a Christian 
Fellowship meeting. At the time she was feeling spiritually lost and was search-
ing for answers. The philosophy books she read had raised more questions 

Service and sermon recordings
If you wish to listen to some of the sermons preached at Scots’ Church 
throughout the week, they are available for download on the church 
website at: http://www.scotschurch.com/resources/sermon-series/.

Alternatively, the 11.00 am traditional worship service is recorded each Sunday and 
is available on CD for a small charge. Contact Wendy Gregory in the church office 
on 9650 9903 for further information.

online
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than answers. Feeling rather lost by the contradictory arguments that philoso-
phy presented, in contrast, the message of the gospel became clear and all 
fell into place.  Her Christian faith grew and strengthened over time. Eva has 
since attended several churches, including an Evangelical Christian Church in 
Blackburn South, Crossway Baptist Church, and the Anglican Church where she 
still plays the organ regularly. Her first contact with Scots’ Church was through 
the Thursday lunchtime service, when a work colleague invited her to come 
about three years ago. She enjoyed it and began to come to the Engage service 
on Sunday evenings. Early in 2015, Eva joined the Engage music team playing 
the piano, and she is now part of the Engage congregation. As she reflects on the 
paths her life has taken, her ‘sliding door moments’ have often been through invi-
tations rather than being initiated by her, and she acknowledges that, when we 
invite someone to join us, we cannot know what the outcome may be.

One of Eva’s great interests is downhill skiing, which she loves. She has also 
started to learn the violin, and enjoys reading, and strategy board games, as well 
as playing Lego.

Our thanks to Eva for her wonderful contribution to Scots’ and beyond through her 
music, and in so many other ways.

Eva enjoying skiing in the Canadian Rockies earlier this year.



 P a g e  2 5

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6

Know Your Church
Stained Glass Windows

The magnificent win-
dows of Scots’ Church 
are much appreciated 
for their beauty as 
they are viewed with 
a background of light. 
Each one is a work of 
art with fine detail, 
and they are also full 
of meaning as they de-
pict Bible stories and 
characters.

Coloured glass has 
been produced since 
ancient times, and both 
Egyptians and Romans 
were highly skilled in 
the manufacture of 
small objects made 
from this material.

In Christian churches of 
the fourth and fifth cen-
turies, many windows 
that survive to the pre-
sent are filled with thinly 
sliced alabaster arranged 
in ornate patterns and 
set into wooden frames, 
producing an effect like 
stained glass.

These windows, depicting the story of the Good Samaritan, are the 
oldest aisle windows at Scots’, made by Franz Zettler of Munich and 
installed in 1879.

The Church of St Peter at Monwearmouth, the first recorded site of stained 
glass in England in the 7th century.
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As early as the seventh century, stained glass windows began to appear in the 
churches and monasteries of Britain. An early reference to this was in 675 AD, when 
workmen from France were imported to glaze the windows of the monastery of St 
Peter being built at Monkswearmouth, Sunderland.

Stained glass windows require artistic skill to develop a workable design, and en-
gineering expertise to assemble the piece. The window must be constructed to 
support its own weight and just fit snugly into the space for which it is made.

The Gothic age, during which the great cathedrals of Europe and Britain were con-
structed, allowed stained glass windows to become more highly developed. As 
churches became taller and lighter, and walls were thinner, stained glass was used 
to fill the openings. Windows grew larger as Gothic architecture became increas-
ingly ornate, giving greater illumination to the interior. They were divided by vertical 
shafts and stone tracery, and designs became more innovative.

Through the Middle Ages, stained glass windows were a major pictorial form used 
to illustrate Bible narratives and other religious themes to a largely illiterate pop-
ulation. The term ‘Poor Man’s Bible’ refers to stained glass windows, as well as to 
paintings, carvings and mosaics, all used to convey biblical teachings. Most people 
did not have access to a personal copy of the Bible until after the invention of the 
printing press in 1439, as Bibles were copied by hand.

A resurgence of Gothic architecture for church buildings in the 19th century led to a 
demand for the revival of the art of stained glass window design and manufacture. 
Scots’ Church, built in the neo-Gothic style, was designed to include stained glass 
windows. Over a period of time, some were imported from Munich, Germany, and 
Brussels, Belgium. Our two largest windows, of the Teachings of Christ and the Last 
Supper, were designed and manufactured by Ferguson & Urie of Melbourne, who 
became a well-established firm in the latter part of the 19th century.

When you have a few minutes, take time to view the beautiful stained glass windows 
of Scots’ Church and the Bible narratives that they depict. Reflect on the biblical sto-
ries and the skills that have produced objects of such beauty to enhance our worship.

References: Castletroy College Art. A History of Stained Glass.     Castletroycollege.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/A-
History-of-Stained-Glass.pdf; New World Encyclopedia. Poor Man’s Bible. http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/
Poor_Man’s_Bible; The Scots’ Church, Melbourne. The Stories in Stained Glass. 2011; Wikipedia. Stained glass. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained_glass; Wikipedia. Poor Man’s Bible. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_Man’s_Bible.
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It only took a casual conversation to start an exciting new chapter in the lives of 
Dr Merrilyn Murnane and Max Griffiths. But the whole story really began thirty-five 
years earlier.

The ‘casual conversation’ took place at Ormond College where Max, who was on the 
Ormond College Council, was assisting a staff member to compile a list of former 
students who might be encouraged to give scholarships for needy students. Reading 
the list of former students, Max came across the name of Dr Merrilyn Murnane. ‘I 
know Merrilyn’, said Max. ‘The Murnanes were one of the three founding families of 
St Aidan’s Presbyterian Church in North Balwyn and I was their minister.’ He went 
on to wax lyrical about the parents and the three daughters. Merrilyn, he observed 
to the staff member, had become a distinguished paediatrician and had married 
a barrister named Julian Zahara. What Max didn’t know was that Julian had died 
tragically some five years earlier. Max himself had been a widower for 10 years. But 
the other interesting thing was that the day before this ‘casual conversation’ he had 
read a magazine article extolling the professional excellence of Merrilyn’s father, Dr 
Daniel Murnane, a veterinary scientist who had pioneered research in the field of 
animal diseases in the Kimberley region of North West Australia. So Max wrote a let-
ter to Merrilyn expressing his sympathy for Julian’s death and asking her if she had 
read the article. This lead to the first of several coffees at Brunettis and similar ven-
ues, during which Max learned of the work which Merrilyn and her friend Elizabeth 
Lewis were doing with disabled and disadvantaged children in Papua New Guinea. 
Then one day Merrilyn said to Max that they were having problems with some of 
their projects in Papua New Guinea and finally concluded with those fateful words: 
‘Max, I believe you’re very good at solving problems. Would you like to come up and 
help us?’ Merrilyn’s version of the conversation was that she recognised I needed a 
new challenge in my life and she decided to give me one.

On one of our early visits to Papua New Guinea, we stopped over at a town called 
Wewak, which was to become the headquarters of our work in PNG. Merrilyn, 
Elizabeth and I were accommodated in a place called the ‘guest house’. We arrived 
back from a meeting late at night. I opened the door and turned on the light. 
Nothing happened. I was to learn later that this was par for the course in Wewak. We 
groped around in the dark. I mistakenly entered the door of a room I thought was 
mine until a voice (Elizabeth’s) ordered me to ‘get out of my room!’, which I hastily 

Tenth Wedding Anniversary Celebrations
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did. Continuing my blundering journey I happened to discover a box of matches. I 
lit one and to my joy discovered a candle. Now we were getting somewhere. Hoping 
now to find my room, I lit the candle, but my expectations were brought to nothing 
when a cool, calm voice said with pleasant authority, ‘Max now you’ve found that 
candle, would you come over here and hold it while I clean my teeth.’ Thus began 
the romantic side of our relationship.

In the 10 years that followed, Merrilyn and I have taken on many challenges both 
in PNG and here in Australia. I am pleased and proud to say that together we have 
succeeded in achieving goals we believe have been to the benefit of many chil-
dren and young people.

For example, we were asked to assist a young woman who was showing great prom-
ise in the Wewak Catholic Girls Secondary College. Her father had died and her 
mother suddenly walked 
out and left the young 
woman to look after her 
two younger brothers. 
Merrilyn undertook to 
pay her fees for the rest of 
her secondary education. 
Not only did she succeed, 
but also was accepted 
into the medical faculty 
at the University of Papua 
New Guinea where again 
Merrilyn paid her fees 
for the whole course. 
We learned later that 
because of Merrilyn’s 
help, she was also able to 
support her two young 
brothers.

Recently, we received 
word from Eileen, the 
young woman, that 
she has successfully 
completed her medi-

Max and Merrilyn, taken at the launch of Merrilyn’s book, ‘Honourable 
Healers’, in 2015.
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cal course and will graduate early in 2017 to then become an intern at the Port 
Moresby Hospital.

Another successful achievement in Papua New Guinea was the establishment of a 
mobile health/education team that now regularly visits 20 remote villages in the East 
Sepik Province and, through the early detection of health and education problems 
in children, can remedy them before they become too severe. The program is based 
on similar work Max pioneered with Aboriginal children in the Australian outback.

In Australia, we have been able to assist promising young people to achieve their 
career goals. For example, Merrilyn established a veterinary scholarship at Ormond 
College in honour of her father Dr Daniel Murnane and she was especially pleased 
to learn that the young man who was the first recipient of the scholarship not only 
excelled in his studies, but won a place in a large veterinary practice in the Western 
Distinct town of Timboon where Dr Daniel was born.

We can therefore celebrate our 10th wedding anniversary in the strong belief that it 
was ‘meant to be’.

Max Griffiths

A day with David and Maggie Lunan
Jim and Sue Nuske were guests of 
the Rev. David and Maggie Lunan 
on 21st August, following a cruise of 
the Arctic Circle and Iceland.

After a visit to the charming 16th cen-
tury village of Culross, with its 12th 
century abbey, and to David and 
Maggie’s home at Banton, they re-
turned to the cruise ship via the Falkirk 
Wheel, the world’s first rotating boat 
lift, linking the Forth and Clyde, and 

Union canals. The also visited the famous Celtic water horse scuptures before bid-
ding farewell to the Lunans as they returned to their ship bound for Ireland.

From left: Jim and Sue Nuske, and Maggie and 
David Lunan, at the Falkirk Wheel.
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The words to find …
BETHLEHEM
BETROTHED

FRANKINCENSE
GENEALOGY

GOLD
HEROD
JOSEPH

JOY
JUDEA
MARY

MYRRH
STAR

TREASURES
WORSHIPPED

Word search
Matthew 1–2 (ESV)
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in 
the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them out from left to 
right, top line to bottom line. Words can go horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally in all eight directions. (Solution on page 14.)

Amazing maze
Can you show the wise men the way to Jesus in Bethlehem?

for kids

www.davidbau.com
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Mr Peter Weatherby of Fitzroys was the guest 
speaker at the 178th Annual Business Meeting of 
Scots’ Church, held on Sunday, 13th November 
2016. The meeting followed a luncheon and was 
well attended.

Fitzroys have been property advisors to The Scots’ 
Church Properties Trust for over 35 years, with Mr 
Peter Weatherby representing the firm for much of this 
time. The company has managed the trust’s assets of 
the former car park and associated retail tenants, the 
Assembly Hall, Georges and, more recently, the tenancy 
of 150 Collins Street.

Peter gave an overview of the establishment of Fitzroys about 40 years ago, when 
the founder Rob Fitzroy began the business in Albert Park. With rapid expansion 
necessitating a move to larger premises, the firm relocated to 367 Collins Street, 
where it as remained ever since, except during a period of refurbishment of the 
building.

One of the largest independent real estate agents in Melbourne, Fitzroys have a 
staff of 85, with their head office now in Sydney. The company provides services 
for many large family offices, ‘not for profit’ organisations (including Scots’ Church 
Properties Trust), many municipal councils and large banks.

The association of Fitzroys with Scots’ Church began in 1979 when they were 
appointed to assist with managing the church’s property assets. Peter spoke of the 
foresight of the founders of the Scots’ Church Properties Trust in establishing an 
income stream for the church through its properties. The current building at 150 
Collins Street is on a long-term lease of 99 years, with a guaranteed income stream. 
There is a similar arrangement with Georges, although the lease is shorter. Peter 
looks forward to a continuing association of the church with Fitzroys over the 
years to come.

The Rev. Douglas Robertson thanked Peter for his most interesting and informative 
address. The business meeting followed.

Scots’ Church 178th Annual Business Meeting

Peter Weatherby.

for kids
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Victorian Presbyterian Churches
Past and Present
Wyndham Presbyterian Church
The Wyndham (Werribee) area was settled as early as 1835, when pastoral runs 
were established by members of the Port Phillip Association for their sheep 
that were being transported by boat from Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania). The 
first land lots in the Werribee area were sold in 1850, followed by the arrival 
of the railway from Geelong in 1857.

Worship services for all 
denominations were 
held in a wooden build-
ing erected in 1859. 
This still exists as a hall 
at St Thomas’ Anglican 
Church on the corner 
of Synnot and Greaves 
Streets, Werribee. In 
July 1863, Alexander M. 
Smith, who was newly 
licensed, was appointed 
by the Presbytery of 
Melbourne to preach 
on alternate Sundays in 
response to a request 
from Presbyterians re-
siding at Werribee. The 
first formal Presbyterian 
Church in Werribee 
commenced in January 
1866, with the ordina-
tion of Rev. Andrew 
Hanna. Former Werribee Presbyterian Church (now Uniting).
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From 1884 until the formation of the Uniting Church, which began in 1975, the 
Werribee congregation worshipped at St Thomas’ Presbyterian Church, Duncan’s 
Road, Werribee. This church, originally known as St Thomas the Apostle, was erect-
ed, together with a manse, by Thomas Chirnside of Werribee Park on his own land. 
He bore the entire cost of construction of the two bluestone buildings. The church 
also incorporates Barrabool sandstone for the quoins placed at the angles of the 
buildings and for other detailing.

The builders were Messrs Harding and Holyoak of Geelong. Both church and manse 
were designed by the eminent Geelong and Western District architect Alexander 
Davidson and his partner George Henderson. The style is French Gothic and fea-
tures a distinctive octagonal tower with a stone spire and engaged colonettes or 
small columns. An iron weathervane at the top of the spire incorporates the initials 
TC in its design. The interior of the church has a fine timber ceiling with roof trusses 
decorated with carved eagles, the Chirnside family emblem.

The single-storey bluestone manse also survives in good condition. The front ve-
randah features distinctive patent cast iron details characteristic of the work of the 
architects. The church and manse provide an insight into the strong Chirnside as-
sociation with the Werribee area.

Former Presbyterian manse, Werribee.
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Sadly, in 1887, Thomas Chirnside took his own life, be-
lieving himself to be bankrupt. His brother Andrew 
died three years later. In 1895, Andrew’s widow, Mary, 
commissioned Ferguson & Urie of Melbourne to cre-
ate a three-light stained glass window to be erected in 
memory of Thomas and Andrew. The beautiful window, 
which depicts the Last Supper, was installed at the east 
end of the church in June 1896. Another stained glass 
window, by Powell & Sons, London, was installed in 
1899 in memory of the deceased infant son of George 
Chirnside, a nephew of Thomas, and his wife.

In 1897, George Chirnside had a family pew built for 
the church. Elaborately carved in English oak, the pew 
contained six seats. In 1956, it was enlarged to accom-
modate the choir and is still in use in the foyer of the 
church.

St Thomas’ is now known as Crossroads Uniting Church. 
The building is listed on the Victorian Heritage Register, 

together with the manse.

When the congregation of St Thomas’ voted to become Uniting, a remnant 
Presbyterian congregation continued to meet in various locations over the next 
few years. At first, student ministers provided pastoral care and preaching, followed 
by home missioners Bruce Clark and Jim Campbell. In the early 1980s, an outreach 
to Hopper’s Crossing led to the establishment of a separate congregation. Both 
merged in the late 1980s, meeting at Manorvale Primary School until 1995. The Rev. 
Noel McCrea provided leadership during this period and until December 1997. Our 
own minister, Group Captain the Rev. Jack Pilgrim was moderator of the Werribee/
Hopper’s Crossing Presbyterian Home Mission Station from June 1987 to December 
1992.

In the late 1980s, members of the congregation donated land in Blackforest Road, 
Wyndham Vale, and, following much fundraising and generosity by the congre-
gation and friends, the current building of Wyndham Presbyterian Church was 

The distinctive octagonal 
tower and spire of the former 
Presbyterian Church, Werribee.
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constructed in 1995 and officially opened on 21st April 1996 by the Right Rev. Allan 
Harman, then moderator general of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Ongoing 
improvements have created a modern and versatile worship centre, which allows 
for other activities related to worship and outreach. Since then, the congregation 
has developed, with the Rev. Peter Greiner the minister since January 2013.

Wyndham Presbyterian Church celebrated 150 years of Christian witness to the 
Wyndham and Werribee community on Sunday, 9th October 2016. It continues to 
be an active church in the community.

References: Crossroads Uniting Church: Our History. http://crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au/history/; Noble, Heather. 
Anniversary Service: Brief History of the Presbyterian Church in the Wyndham Area. September 1, 2016.  http://www.
wyndhampc.org.au/anniversary-service; Victorian Heritage Database Report, Heritage Council Victoria. Crossroads 
Uniting Church and Manse. VHR Register No. HO628, Heritage Overlay No. HO1, October 1, 1986; Wyndham 
Presbyterian Church. 150th Anniversary Service, Sunday 9th October 2016. Order of Service.

The modern building of Wyndham Presbyterian Church.
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In Memoriam

Joan Margaret Johnston (née Bell)
22nd February 1931 – 2nd October 2016

Joan was born and grew up in Melbourne. Her sec-
ondary education was undertaken at Camberwell 
High School, where she was dux of the school in 
Year 12. She attended Finlay McQueen Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in East Kew, where she was a 
Sunday school teacher for some time, also joining 
in other church activities.

After leaving school, Joan worked at the Commercial Bank of Australia, and later 
at Australian Paper Manufacturers Limited. Joan and Ron Johnston, her future hus-
band, met through the church tennis club. They announced their engagement in 
February 1950 and were married at the East Kew Presbyterian Church in April 1952. 
They had four boys: Stephen, David, Glen and Craig.

After the children were all settled at school, Joan began to work again, as a bursar 
at a number of secondary schools over many years.

The growing family had many wonderful holidays on the Gold Coast, as well as 
travelling to other parts of Australia. Joan really enjoyed Australian rules football 
and was an avid Essendon supporter. In later years, Joan was very proud of her four 
grandchildren: three boys and one girl.

After the boys had grown up, Joan and Ron had some enjoyable overseas trips. 
Their first, in 1985, included the United Kingdom, Europe, Scandinavia and 
Greece. They also had three visits to Scotland, where they attended annual Burns 
Federation World Conferences. Other holiday destinations included Thailand, Hong 
Kong, India and Japan.

Loyal Presbyterians, Joan and Ron transferred their membership to Scots’ in 1977 at 
the time of Church Union, as the church they had been attending was not ‘continu-
ing Presbyterian’. Joan was an active, faithful and interested member of Scots’ over 
many years, supporting many church activities, including the PWMU.
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In the early 2000s, Joan and Ron decided to sell the family home and move to a 
unit. Some years later they moved to the Applewood Retirement Village. In later 
years, Joan enjoyed Probus activities, and her book club.

More recently, Joan suffered from increasing ill-health and, following a period in 
Box Hill Hospital and the Peter James Rehabilitation Centre, moved into care at 
Grand Cedar Aged Care in Burwood, in mid 2016. She died peacefully on 2nd 
October. A service to celebrate her life was held at The Scots’ Church on 10th 
October 2016.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ron, to Stephen, David, Glen and Craig and 
their families, and to her friends.

The Finlay Mcqueen Memorial Church, East Kew

Joan Johnston attended The Finlay McQueen Memorial Church as she was 
growing up, and she and Ron were married there in 1952.

Originally named St Andrew’s, the early history of the Presbyterian Church in East 
Kew was closely linked to the Rev. Finlay McQueen and his family. After retiring 
from a ministry in Elsternwick he lived with his son in Balwyn, later moving to East 
Kew. He realised that a Presbyterian church was needed in the rapidly growing area 
and gathered a small congregation together. Land was purchased in Normanby 
Road, East Kew, where an old brick hall served the church for some years.

The church began as a Mission Charge under the Rev. Finlay McQueen in 1925, 
and grew steadily. The present church building was erected and opened in 1939, 
under the ministry of the Rev. Malcolm McQueen, who later became an assistant 
minister at Scots’ Church.

The church was renamed the Finlay McQueen Memorial Church in honour of the 
man who was instrumental in establishing the Presbyterian Church in East Kew. 
Now known as East Kew Uniting Church, it has an active and viable Christian pres-
ence in the community.

Reference: East Kew Uniting Church: About Us.  http://www.eastkew.unitingchurch.org.au/site/about.html.
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Martin Luther (1483 to 1546), a Christian theolo-
gian and Augustinian monk, was the greatest figure 
in the Protestant reformation of the 16th century.

Born in Eisleben, Germany, on 10th November 1483, 
he was baptised the next day. His father, who had risen 
from the peasantry, had worked hard to raise the status 
of the family and owned several copper mines. Young 
Martin was sent to schools in Mansfeld, Magdeburg and 
Eisenach, and entered the University of Erfurt at the age 
of 17, receiving his Bachelor’s degree after one year, fol-
lowed by a Master’s degree three years later. Following 
his father’s wishes he enrolled in law, but between 1503 
and 1505 he was troubled about his salvation and this, 
together with several critical incidents, led him to a decision to become a monk. 
Much to the disappointment of his father, he entered an Augustinian monastery 
where he pursued theological studies, being ordained as a priest in 1507.

Sent from the monastery to the University of Wittenberg in 1508 to lecture in the 
arts, Luther pursued his studies, preparing for his doctorate in theology, which 
he received in 1512. He was appointed professor of theology at Wittenberg. He 
remained a teacher throughout his life, regardless of the fame and notoriety his 
later writings and statements brought him.

Luther’s study and teaching responsibilities led him to immerse himself in the 
teachings of scripture and the early church. He gradually came to believe that sal-
vation is a gift of God’s grace received by faith. At this time, indulgences were being 
sold by the church as a means of escaping punishment for sin, either for someone 
still living or for a person who had died and was believed to be in purgatory. A visit 
to Rome had also led him to become disillusioned with the papacy and the church. 
All this resulted in the publishing of Luther’s Ninety-five Theses on 31st October 
1517. He nailed these to the door of the church at Wittenberg, accusing the Roman 
Catholic Church of heresy. Someone translated the theses from Latin into German 
and they were then printed and widely distributed across Europe.

The Protestant views of Luther were condemned as heretical by Pope Leo X and 
Luther was summoned to appear at the Diet of Worms in April 1521, where he was 

Martin Luther

Martin Luther.



 P a g e  3 9

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6

presented with a table filled with copies of his writings. When asked whether he still 
believed the content of his works, he stated that he could not reject the majority of 
the teachings they contained. He was declared an outlaw and heretic by Emperor 
Charles V. Luther went into hiding for some time, but returned to Wittenberg in 1522. 
During this time, he worked on a translation of the Bible into German, with the New 
Testament being published in 1522 and the Old Testament in 1534. He believed that 
the Bible should be accessible to people in their own language.

In 1525, Luther married Katharina von Bora, a former nun, with whom he had six chil-
dren. This set a pattern of approval for clerical marriages in the Protestant tradition.

Luther’s theological writing continued throughout his life. He also wrote hymns, 
many of which are still sung today. He had many disputes with theologians and, 
although he longed for Christian unity, could not accept many of the arguments 
advanced by others. He was bold and often tactless, offending many, although his 
blunt truth endeared him to others.

Initially preaching tolerance toward people of the Jewish faith, he later altered his 
stance when he was unable to convince them to adopt Christianity. He wanted to 
protect his people from the Jews who did not recognise Jesus as their saviour. This 
anti-Semetic stance has influenced his reputation as a reformer.

From the early 1530s until his death some 16 years later, Luther’s health slowly dete-
riorated. He struggled with growing conflict in the reformation movement and lived 
in constant fear of arrest. When he suffered from illness on a number of occasions 
in the 1540s, he drew great comfort from his family and his devotions. He died at 
Eisleben on 18th February 1546.

Luther’s call to return to the teachings of the Bible led to the formation of new tra-
ditions in Christianity. His influence was enormous. One measure of his greatness is 
the fact that in the 470 years since his death, more books have been written about 
him than any other person in history, except Jesus Christ.

The article that follows, on Reformation Day, explores some of Luther’s heritage and 
its effects in greater depth.

References: BBC History – Historic Figures: Martin Luther (1483-1546). http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/
luther_martin.shtml; Biography Online: Martin Luther Biography. http://www.biographyonline.net/spiritual/martin-luther.
html; Douglas, J.D., General Editor.  The New International Dictionary of the Christian Church. Zondervan, 1978.
Encyclopedia of World Biography: Martin Luther.  http://www.encyclopedia.com/people/philosophy-and-religion/
protestant-christianity-biographies/martin-luther; English Bible History: Martin Luther.  http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-
english-bible-history/martin-luther.html.
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Isn’t November crowded? But what the man in the streets of Melbourne notes is not 
All Saint’s Day, but Hallowe’en, not Reformation Day, but the Melbourne Cup, and 
while Armistice Day still has its observers, many do not know what war’s ending it 
marks. Do church goers know what Reformation Day marks? Oh yes, perhaps vague-
ly some reply, ‘that is when Henry VIII made himself head of the Church instead of 
the Pope.’ Actually, 31st October 1517 was the date on which Martin Luther nailed 
his Ninety-five Theses to the castle church door in Wittenberg in Germany.

It was the beginning of a program of reform that established the Lutheran Church, 
as against the Roman Catholic Church, and the Orthodox Church, as the expression 

of European Christianity. 
Yet to many, Martin Luther 
is a horrid person, a very 
horrid person. He used 
filthy language, really 
dirty talk. He laid, it is 
said, the basis for Hitler’s 
persecution of the Jews. A 
recent addition (2015) to 
the Legal Classics Library 
is entitled on the spine: 
The Trial of Martin Luther, 
and on the title page: 
When The Two Worlds 
Met: The Diet of Worms, 
1521 by Abdel Ross 
Wentz, first published 
in 1921 by The United 
Lutheran Publication 
House. The editor, Alan 
M. Dershowitz, describes 
it as a hagiography. He 
quotes from his own 
book Chutzpah. He lists 

Reformation Day

Brian D. Bayston.
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seven of Luther’s sins against the Jews and says: ‘It is remarkable — though probably 
not coincidental — that Hitler followed Luther’s blueprint so closely …’

It is true that the Nazis dredged up quotations from Luther that aided them in their 
campaign, which began in 1933, to change the German Church. They practised the 
art of selective quotation. The Nazis turned the state church into an instrument of 
state with a doctrine shorn of any resemblance to the historic Christian faith. One 
aspect of their anti-Semitic policy was the purging from the state church of any 
Jewish blood. A baptised Christian Jew was a Jew for all that, and must go.

An English scholar, Gordon Rupp (1910–1986), an extensive contributor to both 
Lutheran and reformation studies, wrote Martin Luther: Hitler’s Cause Or Cure? That 
was published in 1945 when the horrors of the Holocaust were being laid open to 
the world on the screens of newsreel cinemas. Dr J. I. Packer wrote an introduction 
to a translation of Martin Luther’s Bondage of the Will in which he offered a defence 
of Luther’s scatological language. I cannot find my copy, but I remember that he 
spoke of it as like a volcano erupting. Packer praised the submission by Luther to 
the authority of the Word of God. Not to the State! Not to the Pope! One of the first 
theologians in the Germany of Adolf Hitler to identify with the persecuted Jews and 
to recall the church to the authority of the Word of God was Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

The latest (2010) of three biographies of Bonhoeffer on my shelves is by Eric Metaxas, 
who was in Scots’ Church recently and is entitled: Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, 
Spy: A Righteous Gentile vs. The Third Reich. On Luther and the Jews (at p 91ff) he 
speaks of ‘demented ravings’ and sees his mental illness as a result of prolonged ill-
health, great stress, and he himself being a victim of prolonged persecution. But, we 
may add, he was a man, and all men have feet of clay, however humble or great they be. 
The remarkable thing about him is that he broke free from so much that was corrupt.

Since 1305 there has been on the façade of a church in Wittenberg, the Stadkirch, 
in which Luther preached, a Judensau, a Jew-Pig. It depicts a rabbi looking under 
the sow’s tail. Other Jews are depicted drinking from its teats. It is grossly offensive 
to Jews, and incongruous as a decoration to a church. You may see on the Internet 
that there is a proposal to replace this by the 500th anniversary of the Ninety-five 
Theses. But anti-Semitism was not Luther’s creation. It was part of German culture 
for at least 200 years before his day. It was endemic in many European states. Hitler 
wanted to be head of the Church in the place of Jesus Christ. What Luther did was 
to make scripture central to the Church’s life.

Brian D. Bayston, 1st November 2016



P a g e  4 2

T h e  L e a f L e T  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 6

Across
1. What did the wise men 

do to Herod? (2 words)

3. Who reassured Joseph in 
a dream?

9. Who came preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea? 
(3 words)

12. In what city did Jesus live?

13. After Herod’s death, to 
what country did Jesus 
and his family return?

Down
2. Mary was found to be 

with child from whom? 
(2 words)

4. The wise men offered 
Jesus gifts of gold, 
frankincense and _____.

5. How many generations 
were there from the 
deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ?

6. To whom was Mary 
betrothed?

7. To what country did 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
flee?

8. People were baptised 
with water for _________.

9. In what river were people 
baptised?

10. Who was king when Jesus 
was born?

11. What alerted the wise 
men to the birth of Jesus?
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Biblical Crossword
Matthew 1–3 (ESV)
Solution on page 14.

Want to join
us at Scots’?

You’d be sure of a
warm welcome.

Please contact the Session Clerk,
Miss Rae Anstee, on
(03) 9650 9903.




