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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Interim Moderator   Rev. P. Court  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District 
Minister Pastoral Care  Rev. L. Heshusius 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Mr. A. Wong 9376 3777
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence AM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mrs L. Taylor 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Operations Manager   Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Welcome Desk Attendant  Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903
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Dear friends

Here in the “wide brown land” of Australia, we mark the 
beginning of December as the beginning of our summer 
season.  

As a born-and-bred Victorian, for me it evokes delicious and vivid childhood 
memories.  Hot, seemingly-endless school holidays.  Day after day fooling around at 
the local swimming pool where my metal medallion season’s ticket gave me unlimited 
access.  Family camping by the beach at Walkerville.  Extended family gatherings at 
my grandparents’ small farm in the Wimmera.  Grandpa reciting Banjo Patterson and 
Henry Lawson at the crowded dinner table.  Late afternoon yabbying with Grandma 
in the farm’s dam.  Rabbiting with my cousin, his ferrets and nets, and his trusty single-
shot .22 rifle.  We made five shillings a pair and threepence per skin from the local 
rabbit dealer.

But it also brings memories of terrible droughts and devastating, deadly bushfires.  It 
reminds me of the lines of Dorothea Mackellar’s poem that I, along with my Grade Six 
classmates, learnt by rote:

I love a sunburnt country 
A land of sweeping plains 
Of rugged mountain ranges 
Of droughts and flooding rains.

She captures the built-in extremes, the tensions and the paradoxes of our continent.  
But through it all is the regularity and certainty of the seasons, the days and the years.  
It’s this predictability that many of the Biblical writers point to as symbolic of God’s 
reliability, order and faithfulness.  For example, the Apostle Paul, in his letter to the 
Colossians says this:

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  (Col. 1:16-17, ESV)

Rev. Philip Court

Interim Moderator

For everything there is a season
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Specifically, Paul is speaking of the second person of the eternal Godhead of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  It’s in his honour and in his name that we now celebrate the start 
of another, different sort of season; the church’s Season of Advent.  This is the season 
leading up to the celebration of Christmas; the lowly birth of the eternal Son in the 
fully human form and substance of Jesus; conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary.  Paul speaks of him in these words:

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  (Col. 
1:18-20, ESV)

This year, the people of the Scots’ Church Melbourne have journeyed through all sorts 
of seasons.  As well as the four astronomical seasons, we have been in an extended 
season of pandemic with the coronavirus.  We have been in a season of ecclesiastical 
vacancy as we seek the next Senior Minister of the pastoral charge.  For Richard 
O’Brien, our Minister to the Central Business District, a season of retirement from 
pastoral ministry will officially commence in early January.  This follows an 18 year-
long season of devoted and faithful service here at Scots’ Church. Jim Nuske's 23-
year season as our Board of Management's Honorary Treasurer drew to a well-earned 
close with his retirement from that role in September.  We owe him a huge debt of 
gratitude.

Among the 440 communicants and adherents of this pastoral charge, there have been 
seasons of loss, of grief, of ill health, of loneliness in enforced isolation.  But there 
have also been seasons of joy, of hope and of gratitude for undeserved blessings and 
the kindness of others.  In all this, 
let us remember the divinely 
inspired wisdom of those 
famous words from Ecclesiastes:

For everything there is 
a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven.     
(Ecc. 3:1, ESV)

May the Lord of all seasons bless 
you and keep you, now and for 
evermore.

Philip
An Australian scene – Flinders Ranges, South Australia
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Minister Indonesian  
Christian Church

Rev. Christian Tirtha

Lord, We Thank Thee  
for Twenty Twenty!

‘Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with 
praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For the 
LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His 
faithfulness to all generations.’ (Psalm 100:4-5)

It seems to me that everything that’s terrible, unexpected, and (here’s that word 
again) unprecedented about the year 2020 has been said. In our local context here 
in Australia, our nation received a head start with a period of intense bushfires that 
ravaged many parts of the country between September 2019 and March this year. 
While the first confirmed Australian COVID-19 case was identified in January, it was 
not until early March that the reality of the worldwide pandemic entered public 
consciousness. Virtually overnight, words such as social distancing, cases per day, 
travel restrictions, lockdown, and so on have become part of our daily lingo. Granted, 
people have coped differently during these times. I have met people who have found 
it extremely stressful to those who have immensely enjoyed it, although for the most 
part it’s a mixed bag: some days are easier, some are harder. 

Church life in general has changed so much to the point that we are called to reinvent 
ourselves almost on a weekly basis. Many have lost count of the amount of time spent 
combing through the ‘Department of Health and Human Services’ website, trying to 
ascertain what rules and restrictions are in place and how they impact our ministries.

I could go on to other areas in our lives impacted by the pandemic, but I must refrain 
and take our focus elsewhere. I’d like us to close the year 2020 with Psalm 100 - a psalm 
for giving thanks. I would like to thank our sovereign Lord, Creator, and Redeemer, for 
this year. It has been an uncertain, difficult, and painful year, but it has also been a year 
where God’s veracity, kindness, and faithfulness shine through.

• We thank God that His gospel and the truth of His word are never in lockdown. 
The buildings may close, our gatherings may be restricted, but not the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Last time I checked, the Triune God is still on the throne and 
His word continues to do His work.
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• We thank God for Jesus Christ: the reality and blessing of His death, resurrection, 
and eventual second coming have never become more needful and certain!

• We thank God that many church leaders, including those at Scots’, ICC, and 
St Stephen’s, focus on the essentials: the twin ministries of prayer and the 
Word. What a blessing it is to serve with fellow elders, ministers, lay leaders, 
and congregation who see the importance of feeding on God’s truth during 
this time.

• We thank God for giving us wise, publicly accountable, and transparent 
government, both at federal and state levels, who have done untold extra 
hours to help us navigate through the pandemic.

• We thank God for sustaining and protecting us through hardworking essential 
workers, such as health care workers, police force, public servants, teachers, 
store staff, and so on.

• We thank God for the opportunity to serve and engage with the wider (and 
more global) community through our online services. We praise Him for 
making the technology and logistic means available at our disposal.

• We thank God for exposing our pride, self-confidence, self-indulgence, and 
many other ‘respectable sins’ during this period. We thank Him for humbling 
us in so many ways, making us realize how much more we need Him.

• We thank God for showing us our physical frailty. We are grateful to be 
reminded that this present world is but a shadow of the world to come where 
there is no more suffering, pain, and even death.

• We thank God for allowing us to experience the nobility of the human 
spirit, displayed through a simple smile, greeting, and many acts of kindness- 
whether from friends, families, or strangers alike. We praise Him for giving us 
a glimpse of His own kindness. 

I know, I know … for some of the items above, we could easily add exceptions, 
nuances, and even (rightly in some cases) items that we could protest and lament 
about. But for the purpose of this article, allow me to encourage you to join in the 
Psalmist’s praise and thanksgiving. Every good thing that we experience, no matter 
how mundane or special, are little streams that should direct our faith to the Fountain 
of all goodness Himself. These all come from the gracious and bountiful hand of our 
loving heavenly Father. Let us look back and look forward and, with joyful faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, say: Lord, we thank Thee for twenty twenty!

Christian Tirtha
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Minister Pastoral Care
Rev. Litha Heshusius

Circumstances may change but ...
This year's Christmas atmosphere will be very different 
from last Christmas.

Feelings of uncertainty mark this year's Christmas; it is strange 
that we will celebrate in the middle of a Pandemic. Will Covid-19 end this year? Will 
we be able to celebrate Christmas services in church with our loved ones? Can we 
celebrate it with family and friends without being overshadowed by a pandemic? 

When I was a child, Christmas was magnificent, my mother put the Christmas tree 
up, and the children would be busy decorating it with Christmas decorations. Mum 
baked a lot of cakes and cookies. On Christmas day the church was full of worshipers. 
Christmas carols were heard in church services, in the shopping centres, in Christian 
homes. My family and I enjoyed our delicious Christmas dinner together with family 
and friends. 

However, when I was a teenager, Christmas celebrations suddenly stopped, and my 
family decided not to celebrate it anymore because of disagreements between 
eastern and western customs. Christmas, according to my late father, is a Western 
product, not a national one. It was a sad occurrence within our family, but we had 
to accept it. This meant we could no longer go to church on Sundays, or celebrate 
Christmas for quite a while.

However, by maintaining faith, through patiently waiting and praying unceasingly, my 
father would eventually accept Jesus as his Lord and Saviour, was baptised in 2002. 
Finally, Christmas was back in our family again, and what a merry gift that was. Thanks 
be to God! “God has made everything beautiful in its time.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Dad 
passed away peacefully in 2011.

This year Christmas is coloured by Coronavirus, 
but the meaning of Christmas will never change. 
Jesus Christ is the centre of Christmas, not the 
Coronavirus. Circumstances may change, but Jesus 
never changes!

Hebrews 13:8, ”Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.”

Shalom 
Litha

“Double rainbows” was taken from our balcony.
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 Minister,  
St. Stephen’s Flemington

Mr. Andrew Wong

Theatre of Glory

John Calvin says, “The whole world is a theatre 
for  the display of the divine goodness, wisdom,  

justice, and power”

The universe is a theatre for displaying God’s glory. Paul 
writes in Colossians 1:15-17 about Jesus,  “15 He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together.”

Did you hear what Paul is saying in Colossians? Jesus reflects God perfectly and he is 
the reason why anything exists. Notice at the end of verse 17, “all things were created 
through him and for him”. Wow. Just ponder on that verse… “all things were created 
through him and for him”. 

We are coming close to Christmas. Christmas is amazing. Why? At Christmas, the 
creator of the universe is in our midst. At Christmas, the eternal, self-sufficient, creator 
God comes in our midst. His glory shines bright. Jesus’ life and ministry reflects the 
glory and majesty of God perfectly. The star of the theatre, the source and centre of the 
universe is here. Jesus has come. Why do you celebrate Christmas? Why do you enjoy 
the Christmas season? The world says that Christmas is great because we can celebrate 
a holiday with family and friends. They create an empty holiday to give thanks for life, 
family and friends. It is a time where we have an excuse to buy lots of things. But as 
Christians, we know why Christmas is amazing. God is with us. Emmanuel. Don’t let the 
world and culture hijack why you should be celebrating Christmas. Enjoy this season 
with family and friends, but more importantly give thanks to God and worship him. 
This whole world is a theatre to display God’s glory. May be the peace of Christ and 
the love of God be with you this season. 

Andrew 
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A REFLECTION ON THIRTY 
YEARS OF MINISTRY

Our approach to ministry and life has 
been very much as a team between 
Rosemary - who has been wonderfully 
supportive - and myself, in the midst of, 
and with the congregation.  One thing 
that we are humbled by, from each 
of our congregations where we have 
served, has been the love and support 
not only for Rosemary and myself, but 
for our daughters, Madeline and Emily 
as well.  

With each of our congregations we have seen that the preaching of God’s Word, and 
especially preaching consecutive Christ-centred sermons through Books of the Bible 
is a priority in pastoral ministry, together with relationships from which flow ministry 
opportunities, not only for the minister who is a pastor-teacher, but also for the entire 
congregation. The worth of the individual and the 
priesthood of all believers have certainly been 
two important principles which were reaffirmed 
by the Reformation and have been important in 
developing an inclusive style of ministry. 

Rosemary and I have had the privilege of ministry 
in three very different parishes.

From the beginning of 1991, straight out of the 
Presbyterian Theological College, was a church 
plant at Croydon Hills Presbyterian Church 
(now known as Croydon Presbyterian Church).  
Rosemary had previously been a preschool 
teacher in this estate so we were both very 
familiar with the area.  Over the nine years this 
congregation by God’s grace grew into a vibrant 
Christian community.  

In complete contrast, at the end of 1999 we were 
called to St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Armidale,  a 
country congregation in New South Wales (NSW) 

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Armidale, New 
South Wales, where Richard was minister 
prior to coming to Scots’ Church.  Credit: P. Lu, 
2006. Creative Commons.

 Richard and Rosemary O’Brien.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

P A G E  8

that was soon to celebrate 
its 150th anniversary.  Shortly 
after we arrived in Armidale 
it was revealed that the 
Presbyterian Church of New 
South Wales (PCNSW) was in 
serious financial difficulties, 
partly brought about by 
financial losses incurred at 
the two Presbyterian schools 
in Armidale. I was asked to 
become a Trustee for the 
PCNSW, to help steer through 
the recovery from this 
serious financial crisis. At the 
time Rosemary constantly 

reminded me that God is sovereign and that He doesn’t waste our experience, 
including my decade in accountancy before entering theological college. God places 
us in situations for reasons that we were not expecting. 

By the end of our third year in Armidale the financial crisis was mercifully resolved.  
I received an invitation from the Rev Douglas Robertson, Senior Minister of The 
Scots’ Church, Melbourne to consider a new role - Minister to the Central Business 
District (C.B.D).  The Lord was about to use experiences from both Croydon Hills 
and Armidale: starting something new, together with the lessons learnt in Armidale 
where He had prepared me by meeting and interacting with men and women in the 
business and government worlds. Ever since working as an accountant in the Sydney 
C.B.D., I have had a passion for ministry to the business world, but never expected that 
I would be given the privilege of that opportunity.

I worked with Douglas Robertson for 17 years before he accepted a call to Inverness, 
Scotland earlier this year. Eighteen years is a long time to spend in any congregation 
and especially as an assistant minister.

How do you summarize a ministry of that length?

I want express my thanks to Douglas Robertson for inviting me to be his assistant 
minister. It was his doctrine of ministry of upreach, downreach, inreach and outreach 
that I found attractive. I also want to thank Douglas for the level of trust that he had 
in me, allowing me to build on relationships the congregation already had with the 
Melbourne C.B.D.

 Richard (right) with Douglas Robertson and Rae Anstee at a luncheon in 
2018 to honour Rae’s many years as Session Clerk.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

P A G E  9

Our thanks to the congregation for receiving us into their hearts. I want to thank you 
for all of your thankyou notes and cards, as well as the many messages of appreciation 
and support sent during this year. It has always been a privilege to work with all of you. 
Family occasions like funerals, weddings, 

the conduct of services, leading the congregation in prayer and the public preaching 
and teaching of God’s Word, pastoral care and visiting are always times of privilege. 
Really the strength of the church is seen in the lives of its people, in its relationships 
and in a unity that is expressed and preserved by love, and in Christ centred gospel 
teaching and preaching as the Bible is expounded. 

It has been a privilege to be Minister to the CBD. 

This has had a number of different aspects – and I would like to highlight some of 
these:

*The Wednesday early morning discipleship group where we worked our way through 
some of the spiritual classics such as John Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress, A.B. Bruce’s The 
Training of the Twelve, and J.I. Packer’s Knowing God. This group was a real highlight 
as the men came together before work in my study at Scots’ and really wrestled with 
these spiritual classics. It helped to develop their lives in ways that over a number of 
years bore spiritual fruit and developed their understanding and character. We used 
the approach taken by John Musselman from The Jackson Institute in Atlanta, USA. I 
first met John when he was invited to speak at the PCV Ministers Family Camp at Halls 
Gap. I think his studies at that camp were life transforming and I was able to spend a 
morning with John before he flew back to the USA. In ministry and life sometimes it 
is the unexpected providences that can yield the greatest encouragements and spurts 
to our own growth. And for me, meeting John Musselman was one of these occasions. 

I was able to renew my friendship with John Musselman in 2018-2019 through the 
European Leadership Forum (ELF) as a participant in his Year-Round-Mentoring 
Disciple-Making Leaders group which met in Poland then Barcelona and then back 
in Poland. It was such a privilege to be a part of his group. Ministry is always a learning 
process and the reading programme, assignments and the presentations were both 
challenging and rewarding, affirming what I had seen in the lives of people we 
were working with  in the CBD. Since then another two Victorian Presbyterians have 
participated in the ELF and benefitted greatly from the ELF’s wide-ranging  ministry.  
I want to thank Douglas Robertson and the Session for allowing me to take the time 
as study leave and travel to Poland. It also helped to fulfil a lifelong desire to see 
Switzerland and visit John Calvin’s Geneva with Rosemary. These trips highlighted 
how there can be unexpected pleasures and treasures in ministry. The ELF is certainly 
one of them. 
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The midweek early morning discipleship group really confirmed in my mind that 
spiritual growth in many ways is a slow life-long process especially (as Musselman 
says) 'where people are committed to the words and ways of Jesus Christ for the 
purpose of growth in maturity in Christ and being prepared for a life of service in His 
kingdom.’

There is not much that is ‘instant’ in ministry. Jesus likened the gospel and the Word of 
God to a seed which can be nourished and nurtured. 

*Thursday Lunchtime Series. This was started for business people.  It clearly met a 
need and provided a means where business people could hear Bible teaching, ask 
questions and have lunch – all within 30 minutes!  I want to thank Rosemary who also 
came each Thursday, along with her freshly baked slices/cakes/biscuits over ten years.  
It will be fascinating to see what form Lunchtime ministry takes in a post COVID-19 
era. 

*The 5pm  engage  service together with the Tuesday night City Bible Study (CBS).  
There are many who have been committed to these ministries, which we have truly 
appreciated. We loved that there were people from so many different backgrounds, 
across different nationalities, age groups, interests.

*The Pastoral Care Committee, which is convened by David Gibb.  The team of pastoral 
carers seek to nurture and show compassion, care and the love of Christ within our 
congregation.

*Through the City of Melbourne’s Collins Street Precinct Group (CSPG) we have been 
a part of Jeremiah’s exhortation to the exiles of seeking the welfare of the city. The 
CSPG seeks to provide a sense of neighbourliness in the City. And it provided a context 
whereby as a congregation we could seek the welfare of the City by being part of the 
neighbourhood. In this regard I found the commitment of the retailers in that group 
to be outstanding. They saw that a healthy city was vital to the welfare of the homeless, 
businesses and retailers and the life of the City generally. They always included me in 
their functions. One such example was the day the late Jim Stynes died. That night the 
Collins Street Precinct were having a function and just before the Lord Mayor spoke I 
was asked to pray for the Stynes family and the Melbourne Football Club. A small but 
not insignificant “chaplaincy” role expressed in a personal way. My involvement in this 
group has also given me the privilege of being with people in times of grief, providing 
opportunities to talk about life, death and the city. One such instance was  when the 
traders were shaken by the tragic death of Sisto from Pellingrini’s restaurant. 

The impact of these ministry opportunities is really cumulative after years of a faithful 
presence in the city by our congregation. People notice what we do and very often 
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people express they are glad of our 
presence in the CBD. Ministry flows 
out of relationships. Many expressed 
their appreciation for the way that 
Scots had enhanced and refurbished 
the Assembly Hall building, also the 
Wednesday Sausage Sizzle, and the AFL 
Grand Final service. They appreciate 
us entering into the life of the CBD 
whether it be in the Comedy, Jazz and 
White Night festivals, or community 
groups like the Collins Street Precinct 
Group. Such involvement cannot be 
undertaken without a supportive 
congregation committed to seeking the 
welfare of the CBD. A sustained long-
term effort is essential in order to build 
healthy relationships with the various 
stakeholders in the CBD. 

Finally, I would like to thank my 
colleagues in ministry, Douglas 
Robertson, Phil Court,  and Christian 
Tirtha; the office staff who have been 
delightful to work with:  Wendy Gregory, 

Sebert Ruddock, Murray Hirst, Jonathan North, Rick Holt, Ken and Eileen Bowden, and 
Douglas Lawrence  And of course, the members of Session, the Board of Management 
and the Scots’ Church Trustees who have been wonderfully supportive of the ministry 
team and the ministry.  I want to also express my thanks to Rae Anstee and the editor 
of The Leaflet, Rosalie Strother for their supportive encouragement.    

Looking back over 30 years of ministry, we can truly say that the friendships we have 
formed from each of the congregations have been a highlight and a privilege.  We 
thank God and with the Apostle pray “that your love may abound more and more 
with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and 
so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1:9-11) 

Yours sincerely 
Richard O’Brien

Richard, Rosemary and Emily O’Brien (right) with the 
Robertson family on the church steps  in December 2019, 
on Douglas’s last Sunday with us before taking up the 
charge in Inverness, Scotland.
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PLANTS OF THE BIBLE

FRANKINCENSE  
AND MYRRH

Frankincense and myrrh, together 
with gold, were offered to the 
infant Jesus by wise men from the 
East. The story is related Matthew 
chapter 2, verses 1 to 12.  Both 
originate as resinous substances 
obtained from plants of the family 
Burseraceae, and are important 
ingredients in incense, cosmetics 
and perfumes.

Five species of Boswellia produce true frankincense, with the resin of Boswellia sacra 
being the highest quality. It is a small deciduous tree which reaches a height of about 
eight metres; it has one or more trunks and easily removed bark that has the texture 
of paper. The leaves are compound with an odd number of leaflets growing opposite 
each other along the branches. Its tiny flowers are yellowish-white and gathered in 
clusters with five petals and ten stamens. The fruit is a capsule about one centimetre 
long. The plant tolerates harsh conditions and grows on rocky stones and in ravines. It 
is native to the Arabian Peninsula and north eastern Africa. The trees begin producing 
resin when they are eight to ten years old with the milky substance being collected 
from shallow incisions on the trunk or branches.

Frankincense has been traded on the Arabian 
Peninsula for more than 6000 years, and was 
introduced to Europe by the Crusaders. It was 
numbered amongst the Temple treasures in the 
Old Testament and was used in religious rites from 
early times. Frankincense is still used as incense in 
the Roman Catholic, Coptic and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches.

An edible substance, frankincense is used in 
traditional Asian medicines to aid digestion 
and to promote healthy skin. The essential oil of 
frankincense is used in perfume, and in the cosmetic 
and pharmaceutical industries.

Boswellia sacra growing at Florida International University, 
USA. Credit: Scott Zona USA. Creative Commons.

Boswellia sacra. Credit: Franz Eugen 
Köhler, 1897. Public Domain.
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As far back as 1998 Boswellia sacra was classified by 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature as a 
‘near-threatened’ species, with all species of Boswellia  
now threatened by habitat loss and over-exploitation. The 
plants grow mostly in harsh, arid regions where there is 
poverty and conflict, and where the harvesting and selling 
of resin is one of the few sources of income for the people, 
resulting in depletion of the trees.

Myrrh comes primarily from Commiphera myrrha, a very 
thorny tree that grows to a height of about four metres. It 
does best in thin soil, in areas with high levels of limestone. 
The plant has small leaves with three oval shaped leaflets 
and little whitish flowers. The fruits are similar to a small 

olive. The stems and branches are fragrant, and exude drops of resin spontaneously. 
Larger amounts of the reddish resin are obtained by making incisions in the stems to 
allow the substance to flow more readily. It is allowed to harden and is then collected. 
It is native to the Arabian Peninsula and parts of Africa.

In ancient times, myrrh was highly valued as a constituent of perfumes and incense, 
and was often worth more than its weight in gold. In the Old Testament, myrrh was the 
primary ingredient in the anointing oil made by Moses at God’s command (Exodus 
30: 23 – 33). 

In the New Testament, as well as being one of the gifts of the wise men to the infant 
Jesus, it was also offered to Jesus during the crucifixion (Mark 15: 22 – 23) and was 
one of the spices used in the preparation of Jesus’ body for burial (John 19: 39 – 40).

The scent of myrrh can be used in mixtures of incense, 
adding an earthy element to the overall aroma. It 
remains a common ingredient in incense used in 
churches today.

In combination with other herbs, myrrh is used 
in Chinese medicine for rheumatic, arthritic and 
circulatory conditions. In pharmacy, it is used in 
mouthwashes, gargles, toothpaste and some liniments.

References:
Wikipedia. Boswellia sacra. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boswellia_sacra
Wikipedia. Commiphera myrrha. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commiphera_myrrha
Wikipedia. Frankincense. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankincense
Wikipedia. Myrrh. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myrrh
Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

Frankincense trees in Dhofar, 
Oman. Credit: riyadh.albaushi, 
2013. Creative Commons.

Commiphera myrrha. Credit: Franz 
Eugen Köhler, 1897. Public Domain.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM 
SCOTS’, ICC AND ST. STEPHEN’S

Dear friends

As our minds turn to the birth of our Lord and Saviour, take some time to 
consider the enormity of this event; of God becoming human so that we 

might become forgiven and beloved children of God.  May you have a 
blessed Christmas, and may you liberally pass the blessing on to others.

Philip Court

"Because of love - He came for us.

Because of grace - He died.

Because of hope - He gave us life, a living sacrifice.”

We pray that over the Christmas time, we take the opportunity to look back on this year, 
knowing that Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection can give us the hope to face whatever 

comes in this coming year.  

A happy Christmas to you all, 

Much love  
Richard & Rosemary O’Brien

“Christmas means not just hope for the world, despite all its unending problems, but hope for 
you and me, despite all our unending failings.” (Timothy Keller)

We wish you all a season of faith, love, and hope, all embodied in and through the birth of 
God's only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christian, Milka, Carson, Harmony and Leon (Tirtha Family)

“Glory to God in the Highest Heaven, wishing you all the special blessings of Christmas and 
the New Year.” 

With kind regards and Shalom 
Litha Heshusius

“What we celebrate at Christmas is not so much the birth of a baby, as 
important as that is, but what’s so significant about the birth of that 
particular baby is that in this birth we have the incarnation of God 

Himself.” (R.C. Sproul)

As you enjoy this Christmas season with family and friends, may you 
be reminded of the true purpose and reason why this time is a joyous 
season. May God’s one and only son, Jesus Christ, be at the centre of 

your life and celebration. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Andrew, Garam and Ezra (Wong Family)
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We have experienced a year like no other! Most of our lives have 
been turned upside down by the pandemic and we have had 

to find new ways of going about our business. As we approach 
Christmas, we get the opportunity to focus on the peace, hope and 

love that comes to us from the birth of our Saviour. 

We are grateful to have been able to serve you remotely and 
our hope is that we will soon be able to meet and worship as a 

Congregation once again.

The Scots’ Church Office Staff wish you a blessed Christmas. We also wish you a 
very happy, safe and healthy New Year.

Sebert Ruddock

Have a happy and holy Christmas.

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." - Isaiah 9:6 

Peter Armstrong

 Greetings from the organist and choir. Wow! what a year. For some musicians 
it has been about as tough as it can get. The Choir Principals were delighted 

and indeed honoured to make the Big Hymn Sing video. I was grateful to all of 
them and particularly to Organist Emeritus, Professor Robin Batterham AO  for 
his, as always, fine playing. Accompanying well is a very special skill and for the 
Big Hymn Sing it was made more difficult by social distancing. To hear Oliver 

Crofts, our new Werner Brodbeck Choral Scholar play his clarinet was a particular 
joy.  Next up is the great Bach Advent Cantata 61, ‘Come now Redeemer of our 

race’. As I write this, we are preparing for that filming. In a few weeks we shall also 
make a video of the Service of Nine Lessons with Carols. This will again be with 

the Choir Principals.

We welcome a new choir member Arsya Sukuwati. Well, he is only 8 weeks old 
but if he follows in his parents’ footsteps he will be a musician. We congratulate 
Associate Organist Ria Angelika Polo and her husband Guruh on this beautiful 

addition to the wider church family.

We do not know when all our singers can return but we 
yearn for this.

Greetings and blessings.

Douglas Lawrence AM 
Director of Music
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 ‘GOOD KING WENCESLAS’
The well-known Christmas carol, 
‘Good King Wenceslas’, tells the 
story of a king and his servant, 
a page, who set out to take food 
and wood to a peasant on St. 
Stephen’s Feast Day, celebrated 
on 26th December, the traditional 
date of Stephen’s death as the first 
Christian martyr. During the journey 
to the peasant’s home in the bitter 
cold of a snowy night, the page felt 
unable to continue, but when his 
followed in the king’s footsteps, he 
was able to go on due to the warmth 
they generated.

This carol, which dates from the 19th century, was written by English hymn writer John 
Mason Neale in 1853, and was set to a tune based on a 13th century Finnish carol. 
However, the story of King Wenceslas dates as far back as the 10th century, with this 
carol being based on his life.

Wenceslas was born in Bohemia, the present day Czech Republic, in about 903 AD. 
His father was Duke Vratislaus of Bohemia and his mother, Dragomir, was the daughter 
of a pagan tribal chief. She was baptized at the time of her marriage. Wenceslas’ 
grandmother, Ludmilla, arranged to raise him at her castle, ensuring that he was 
instructed in Christianity as well as receiving education in other subjects. 

In 906 Bohemia was thrown into turmoil by the invasion of the Magyars, a nomadic 
people who later settled in present-day Hungary but who did not adopt Christianity 
until the early years of the 11th century. Wenceslas’ father died in the conflict in 921, 
when Wenceslas nominally came to power, although his mother took on the role of 
regent. She subsequently had Ludmilla killed for political reasons. Wenceslas remained 
a Christian and by 922 had taken control of the duchy, proclaiming Christian law in 
Bohemia. It appears he was devout and, on assuming his position as the ruling duke, 
had his mother exiled although he later recalled her to his court.

Known for his generosity to the poor, Wenceslas founded several cathedrals, churches 
and monasteries as he fostered the spread of the Christian faith. In September 935, 
on his way to church, he was murdered by his jealous younger brother, who then 
became Duke of Bohemia. He later repented of his crime. Although only a duke in his 

St. Wenceslas Chapel, St. Vitus Cathedral, Prague.  Credit: 
Erwin Meier, 2018. Creative Commons. 
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lifetime, the title of king was conferred 
on Wenceslas posthumously by the 
Holy Roman Emperor Otto I.

Wenceslas’ remains, originally buried 
at the site of the crime, were later 
moved to the church of St. Vitus, 
located in Prague Castle. Construction 
of the magnificent St. Vitus Cathedral 
began in the 1340s replacing the 
earlier church on the site. Included 
in the building was an ornate chapel 
dedicated to St. Wenceslas, which 
contained his tomb. This chapel still 
exists, and has paintings of the Passion 
of Christ on the walls dating from 
the original decoration in the 14th 
century when it was constructed. The 
upper walls have paintings depicting 
the life of St. Wenceslas, added to the 
chapel in the early 16th century. It is 
also decorated with over 1,300 semi-
precious stones. A door in the corner 
of the chapel leads to the Crown 
Chamber which houses the Bohemian 
Crown Jewels.

Wenceslas is the patron saint of the 
Czech Republic. A famous statue of 
the saint stands in the centre of Prague 
and is a landmark for both Czech 
citizens and visitors.

References:
Encyclopedia of World Biography. Saint Wenceslaus.  https://www.
encyclopedia.com/people/history/czech-and-slovak-history-
biographies/saint-wenceslaus
Wikipedia. Good King Wenceslas.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Good_King_Wenceslas
Wikipedia. St. Vitus Cathedral. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._
Vitus_Cathedral
Wikipedia. Wenceslas.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wenceslaus_I,_
Duke_of_Bohemia

 The magnificent St. Vitus Cathedral.

The statue of St. Wenceslas in Wenceslas Square, central 
Prague. Sculpture by Josef Václav Myslbek.  Credit: Author 
unknown, 2003. Creative Commons.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM REV. 
DAVID AND GWEN CURRIE

“It’s a miracle!!!” At the end of a wonderful 
time in Melbourne in February/March as our 
main holiday earlier this year, and with the 
implications of the increasing pace of the 
spread of the the coronavirus pandemic, 
Gwen and I had called our airline to try to shift 
our return flights two days earlier in order to 
get back home before any kind of impending 
‘lockdown’.  The response was not encouraging - “I’ve just sold the last two 
seats on that earlier flight, but I’ll check and get back to you.”  

“It’s a miracle!  There are two seats on that last flight out!”  Gwen smiled when I replied 
to the airline receptionist - “You don’t know who you’re talking to!!!”

As I write, at the start of a ‘Second Lockdown’ here in London, Gwen and I realise how 
fortunate we were to be able to see all our Scots’ Church friends this year.  And how 
welcome you made us once again!  We really do appreciate the friendship and love 
which surround us in this special congregation of Christ’s church.

Then later in the year I was able to visit Douglas Robertson in his new manse in 
Inverness - just great to be able to catch up and mull over exciting days in Scots’ 
Church.  We both agreed that perhaps one of the best things that’s happened as a 
result of the closure of church buildings as a result of COVID-19 is the chance to 
experiment with virtual platforms - so now Inverness and Highgate have friends 
from Scots’ Church joining our zoom or streaming services; in our case, doubling our 
congregation!  Praise the Lord!

And of course it’s what the Christmas message is all about isn’t it? ….. “It’s a miracle!” - 
‘from you, O Bethlehem, who are little among the clans …’ (Micah 5:2); ‘You will bear 
a son, and call him Jesus.  …  How can this be, since I have no husband?’  (Luke 2:31 
and 34); God comes to be with us - in the middle of occupied territory 2,000 years ago, 
or in the middle of a pandemic today.

Somehow, by some kind of miracle, may you find 
the joy and peace of Christ’s love this Christmas, 
and we wish you God’s blessing in the New Year.

David and Gwen Currie (Assistant Minister 2011 
- 2016)

David and Gwen Currie – with us in February 
2020.

From left, Rick Holt, Gwen Currie, Jonathan 
North and David Currie, in February 2020.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

P A G E  1 9

DANIE AND MADELEIN VENTER
After spending much of their lives in South 
Africa, Danie and Madelein Venter made a 
decision to move, first to the United States of 
America (USA) and, some eight years ago, to 
come to Australia. It was a major venture, as 
both are fifth generation South Africans, with 
forebears mainly from Holland and Germany.

Madelein, who has a sister and a brother, grew up in Heidelberg near Johannesburg, 
named after the German town with both towns being nestled close to a series of hills. 
She enjoyed sport at school, and excelled in hockey where she achieved provincial 
colours. One of five children, Danie has three sisters; sadly his brother passed away 
a few years ago. He grew up in a Karoo town called Cradock. The Karoo, in the south 
of the country, is similar to many parts of South Australia. Also a sporting enthusiast, 
during his school years Danie enjoyed union rugby and middle-distance running.

The two became pen-pals through a youth magazine in 1963 while at high school, and 
only met in person in Pretoria, the capital of South Africa, in early 1966. At that time 
Danie began his military training and in 1968 Madelein commenced her studies to 
become a teacher. They became friends and started to date, eventually marrying in 
1970.  Danie also studied in Pretoria, being awarded a commercial degree.

Both Danie and Madelein started their working careers in Pretoria where their 
children Anel and Hendrik were born.  When Danie was offered a position with 
Unilever, an international food and detergent company, they moved to Durban on the 
east coast of South Africa. Danie was later transferred to Johannesburg and Madelein, 
as she termed it, was working at home but without a salary! It was there that Madelein 
joined a friend in a cooking school which, for 18 years, kept her really busy making 
lovely food and cakes! Most of Danie’s career was spent in Johannesburg and Durban 
and later in Pretoria working in food and meat businesses. He eventually finished his 
career in the leather industry, also working in the USA and Austria. When staying in the 
USA, they lived close to Aspen, where Danie thoroughly enjoyed skiing.

When their children were old enough, the whole family became active hikers, often 
doing three to four-day hikes with other families in the mountains or wilderness 
areas. On occasions, they experienced and survived severe weather conditions, 
thunderstorms, heavy winds; they even ran out of drinking water at 40°C temperatures! 
These hikes are the most memorable for Danie and Madelein as a family, and are still 
cherished to this day. Hiking is still one of their favourite pass times and their morning 
jogging of about five kilometres (this is temporarily on hold) was a fixed routine for 
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more than 30 years. They both completed numerous half marathons during this time. 

As they grew up, Danie and Madelein’s children left South Africa to settle overseas. 
Anel went to Guernsey and Hendrik to the USA. They decided to follow, with the USA 
being the practical choice until Hendrik and his Russian born American wife came 
to Australia and decided to remain here. By the time Danie and Madelein came to 
Australia in May 2013 they had three grandsons; two Aussies and one Guernsenite by 
Anel and Seán, who had met in Guernsey but were married in Ireland where Seán 
was born.   

Danie and Madelein enjoy travel and had planned to extensively tour in Australia, their 
new country. Matters turned out slightly differently. Their son started a construction 
company and called on Danie to give him a hand with the administrative and 
accounting aspects of the business. This soon became a full-time role limiting their 
traveling time which is mostly reserved for a trip to Guernsey every year. 

Both Danie and Madelein grew up attending and were catechised in the Dutch 
Reformed Church. As children, Sunday school and youth activities organised 
by the church were an important part of their lives. The Dutch Reformed Church 
was established in South Africa after the Dutch settled in Cape of Good Hope in 
1652. Following British colonisation of the Cape the church was placed under State 
control and was for some time influenced mainly by ministers assigned there from 
the Presbyterian Church, the most notable being the Murray family. Before leaving 
South Africa, Danie and Madelein were members of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
Waterkloof, Pretoria. 

As they regularly attended church, soon after their arrival in Australia and settling 
on the Mornington Peninsula, Danie and Madelein had to decide where to go. They 
attended church in Mount Martha with their children for a while but longed for a 
church similar to the one to which they had been accustomed, so they turned to the 
Presbyterian Church. Several options existed but after attending a performance of the 
Messiah, their decision was made - Scots’ Church. They had to make sure the distance 
between home and the city would not be a problem, especially because it could 
limit their participation in church events.  They began attending in 2014 and became 
members in June 2016. Scots’ Church is dear to both Danie and Madelein and, just 
before the COVID-19 lockdown, they moved to Botanic Ridge, much closer to central 
Melbourne City. They anticipate that this will allow them to be more involved.

We look forward very much to catching up with Danie and Madelein, and with all 
the Scots’ Church family as restrictions imposed by the pandemic ease over the next 
weeks and months.
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JESSE SPENCER – AN EXCITING 
CAREER IN ACTING

Scots’ Church members Robyn and Rodney 
Spencer were looking forward very much to 
attending the wedding of their son Jesse to 
Kali Woodruff in the United States of America 
earlier this year. Unfortunately due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic the family was unable 
to fly to America for the important family 
event.  Some of our members will know Jesse 
and his brothers Tarney and Luke, also his 
sister Polly, who all attended Sunday school 
at Scots’. Jesse has gone on to a career in 
singing and acting.

We are delighted that Robyn has provided an 
update on Jesse’s story. She writes:

‘Jesse Spencer is our third son, born on 12th February 1979 after Tarney, born in 
1975 and Luke in 1976.  His sister Polly was born in 1982. At that time we lived in 
Camberwell and attended the Trinity Presbyterian Church. In November 1984 we 
moved to Armadale and from that time our family attended Scots’ Church, Melbourne.  
All our children attended the Sunday school at Scots’ for many years.

At seven years of age Jesse had a beautiful singing voice and wanted to join a choir.  
Luckily for us the Australian Boys’ Choir (ABC) was just around the corner and they 
accepted Jesse as a probationer at that time.  The training he received during his 
time with the ABC was exceptional and he graduated as a full chorister when he 
was 12 years old. It was over these years that Jesse was cast in a few musicals in 
Melbourne such as the role of Louis in "The King and I" and as Christopher Robin 
in "Winnie the Pooh".  When he was 15 Jesse was cast in the role of Billy Kennedy 
in “Neighbours".  This was a great training ground for young actors and what a busy 
time it was - school work, filming, violin and of course, sport.  Over this period Jesse 
also performed in English pantomimes - a very enjoyable part of the British Christmas 
season.  He particularly enjoyed the role of Peter in "Peter Pan" and that of Jack in 
"Jack and the Beanstalk".

After achieving his VCE Jesse went to England where he played a few roles, mainly 
in BBC dramas.  It was from England that Jesse was cast in the role of Dr Chase in 
the TV show "House" starring Hugh Laurie.  This series lasted 8 years and Jesse also 

 Jesse and Kali on their wedding day, 26th June, 
at Neptune Beach Florida USA.
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played his violin (fiddle) in 
the American charity, "Band 
from TV".  From Los Angeles he 
ended up in Chicago in the role 
of Casey in "Chicago Fire".  This 
show is now filming its ninth 
episode after a long six month 
break due to "the virus".

It was in Chicago that Jesse met 
Kali Woodruff.  Kali is a research 
scientist working in the area of 
childhood auditory learning. 
They were married on 26th 
June this year.  And therein is 
yet another tale! Our whole family was all set to fly to Chicago when the pandemic 
struck!  Jesse and Kali ended up with their wedding in Neptune Beach, Florida with 
Kali's parents and eight friends!  Our family in Australia were so blessed to be able 
to be together that weekend to watch the wedding live on Zoom (all dressed up at 
7am!!) - it was just a little bubble of opportunity for Jesse and Kali that could not have 
happened a few days later.’ 

Our warm congratulations to Jesse and Kali on their marriage. Our best wishes go 
with Jesse as he continues to pursue an exciting and demanding career in acting.

 Jesse’s family was able to watch the ceremony via Zoom.  Robyn and 
Rod Spencer with their grandchildren, from left: Justin, Beau, Robyn, 
Rod standing, Mabel, Scarlett, Zachary and Ashwin.

Hidden Message: JESUS IS BORN
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES PAST  
AND PRESENT

SCOTS CHURCH, PORTLAND
Scots Presbyterian Church in Portland is the 
oldest surviving Presbyterian Church building 
in Victoria. Constructed in bluestone, it dates 
from 1849 and is designed in rudimentary Early 
English Gothic style. Portland, located in the 
west of Victoria 362 kilometres from Melbourne, 
is the oldest European settlement in the state. 
It was established on Portland Bay in 1834 by 
settler Edward Henty and his family, with other families soon joining him.

In early 1840 the Scottish settlers of Portland and the surrounding areas, eager to 
commence worship services in their tradition, sent an urgent request to the Church 
of Scotland for assistance. In 1841 the ‘Colonial Committee’ of the Church sent out 
three men to look after the needs of the Port Phillip District. Of these men it was the 
Rev. Alexander Lawrie who was appointed to Portland. He was reputed to be a scholar 
and a superior preacher. He also had good business knowledge and, last but not least, 
was able to ride a horse! 

In February 1842 the Rev. Lawrie arrived in Portland and began to hold services in a 
home located somewhere behind Glasgow House in Julia Street. Soon afterwards a site 
for a church was granted by the Government and a church building erected. For some 
years this served as a place of worship on Sundays and as a school during the week. 
Lawrie’s parish was extensive, ranging as far as Belfast (Port Fairy), and settlements 
on the Grange, Wannon and Glenelg Rivers. Lawrie commenced his Portland ministry 
just one year prior to the disruption in the Church of Scotland in 1843. His successor, 
the Rev. T. S. Richardson, who came from Scotland to Portland in 1848, did not wish 
to accept any assistance from the State, so another 
site for the church was needed as the earlier one 
was a grant of the Crown.  A wealthy storekeeper 
in the town, Mr Cruickshank, donated land in Tyers 
Street for congregational use and the building of 
a church once again commenced. The bluestone 
church was constructed in 1849, with the transept 
being added in later years after the congregation 
had grown. 

 Scots Presbyterian Church Portland.  
Credit: John Conn, Templestowe Victoria, 
3/1/2020.

The beautifully maintained interior of 
Scots Church Portland. Credit: John Conn, 
Templestowe Victoria, 3/1/2020.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

P A G E  2 4

The Rev. A. Ross, also from Scotland, succeeded Richardson in 1851. He was followed 
by the Rev. M. Ridley, an Englishman, some five years later. Described as a man of 
earnest evangelistic temper, he went out to street corners to proclaim to the godless 
the good news of salvation, as well as fulfilling his more traditional role. However 
after a short stay he moved on. The year 1859 was momentous in bringing the various 
sections of the Scottish church together, with the formation of the Presbyterian Church 
of Victoria. The benefits of this union were soon felt in Portland, as the Presbyterian 
congregations of the town united. At this time the Rev. Samuel Kelso began a fruitful 
ministry of ten years. He was succeeded by the Rev. W. G. Chapman and the Rev. John 
Bagley. 

The Rev. T. Shanks was the minister at the time of the Portland Church Jubilee 
Celebrations in 1892. An address on the subject of the Presbyterian Church in Victoria 
from 1842 onwards was presented by the Rev. J. McMillan at these celebrations. 
He reflected that fifty years earlier gold had not been discovered in Victoria; there 
were few European people in the colony; no steamers came to Australia; and a few 
sailing ships appeared at irregular intervals bringing news of the world some four 
or five months later. The town of Portland had already been established, and the 
Portland Presbyterian congregation formed in 1842. Its congregation was the third 
oldest in Victoria, only preceded by The Scots’ Church, Melbourne and St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Geelong. By 1892 there were 750 congregations in Victoria 
served by 217 ministers and 40 mission agents, making up the Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria formed in 1859. A report of the Jubilee Celebrations in the ‘Portland Guardian’ 
of Friday 8th July 1892 also included reflections on the broader growth of the church 
in Victoria, with reference to Ormond College and the training of ministers, foreign 
missions in the New Hebrides and Korea, and the establishment of home missions.

However this is just the first part of the story of Scots Church, Portland. The rest will 
follow when access to the relevant archives at the State Library of Victoria is once 
more possible.

The Portland Church remained ‘continuing’ at the time of church union in 1977, and 
continues to hold services. Their present minister, the Rev. Rod Waterhouse also serves 
the Heywood Church.
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Churches Australia: Scots Presbyterian Church Portland. https://www.churchesaustralia.org/list-of-churches/locations/victoria/n-s-towns/
directory/5527-scotsand%2339%3B-presbyterian-church
Portland Guardian, Friday 8 July 1892, page 2. ‘Portland Presbyterian Church, Jubilee Celebrations’. National Library of Australia. https://trove.nla.gov.
au/newspaper/article/65439640
Turnbull. A. G. Presbyterian Church: Early History of Church. Published 1942. National Library of Australia. https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2496007416/
view?partId=nla.obj-2496007614
Wikipedia: Portland, Victoria.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portland,_Victoria
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A BIBLICAL GARDEN IN 
ISRAEL

Found in many parts of the 
world, biblical gardens are 
cultivated collections of 
plants that are named in 
the Bible. Other plants with 
associations to the themes 
or subjects of the Bible are 
sometimes included, as well 
as objects to illustrated 
biblical stories or to show the 
ways in which people lived in 

biblical times. There are several biblical gardens in Israel.

As well as the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens, which include a 500 metre long ‘Bible 
Path’ planted with 70 of about 400 species of plants mentioned in the Bible, there 
is a Biblical Landscape Garden called Neot Kedumim located halfway between 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. Neot Kedumim, meaning ‘pleasant pastures or habitations of 
old’, was established in the foothills of Judea, in an area known in the Bible as Shfela. 
It is a unique re-creation of the physical setting of the Bible as it was thought to have 
been 3000 years ago. The park covers an area of 253 hectares (625 acres).

The idea of planting the garden dates back to 1925 but it was not until 1964 that land 
was allocated for the project with the assistance of the prime minister of the time. 
Noga Hareuveni, the person who was the driving force behind the establishment of 
the garden, was the son of Russian immigrants to Israel who dreamt of developing a 
biblical landscape. Noga, a physicist, dedicated his life to making his parents’ dream 
a reality.

The garden comprises a series of natural and artificial landscapes, each with distinct 
features. Due to years of overgrazing, erosion and periods of conflict, the land on which 
the reserve was established had worn down to bedrock in many places. Thousands of 
tonnes of soil were brought in, and the process of restoring the destroyed landscape 
through restoration ecology began. Trees brought to the reserve included date palms, 
sycamores, poplar willows and olive trees, as well as many other varieties of shrubs 
and plants. Reservoirs were built to catch rainwater runoff, and remnants of past 
structures such wine presses and ritual baths were restored.

The gardens include four trails that weave through the hills and valleys of Neot 
Kedumim. They range from about two to four kilometres in length, with each trail 

Neot Kedumim landscape.  Credit: Eitan Ya’aran, 2012. Public Domain.
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exploring a different theme. Geography, 
history, botany, zoology and archaeology 
combine to bring the Bible, as well as 
Jewish and Christian traditions, alive. 
Many plants are listed by Latin names 
and family, as well as their Hebrew and 
Arabic names. The answers to many 
biblical questions can be found at these 
gardens.

Conducted tours are available, but 
individuals can roam through the site 
on their own, with maps provided by 
the park. Other experiences are also 
offered. It is possible to climb down 
into one of the ancient cisterns built 
to collect the rainwater so necessary 
in Israel, where long periods of drought 
are often experienced. The remains of 
an ancient village that existed from the 
first century BC to the eighth century AD, 
which at one stage served the pilgrims’ 
needs on their way to Jerusalem, can 
be explored. Other ruins include an 
early Byzantine chapel built over the 
remnants of a winepress.

Neot Kedumim serves biblical meals on 
site, and has workshops on a range of 
relevant subjects. Biblical traditions that can be experienced include the production 
of cheese, baked goods and hot drinks. It is administered by a non-profit organisation, 
and has received international recognition for its reclamation of damaged landscapes.

References: 
Gems in Israel.  ‘Neot Kedumim: The Bible’s Lansdscape Comes Alive’ by Yael Adar. https://www.gemsinisrael.com/the-gems/wide-open-spaces/
the-bible-s-landscape-comes-alive/
Land of the Bible.  Neot Kedumim. https://www.land-of-the-bible.com/content/neot-kedumim
Neot Kedumim, the world’s only Biblical Landscape Reserve. https://www.neot-kedumim.org.il/who-are-we-2/
Travelujah. Neot Kedumum: The Biblical Landscape Reserve.  https://www.travelujah.com/guide/tel-aviv/neot-kedumim-biblical-landscape-reserve
Wikipedia. Neot Kedumim.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neot_Kedumim.

View of the lake at Neot Kedumim.  Credit: Laliv g, 2017. 
Creative CommonsPublic Domain.

Mature palm trees in the gardens of Neot Kedumim.  Credit: 
Laliv g, 2017. Creative Commons.Public Domain.
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SINGERS IN LOCKDOWN
What do singers do in lockdown? I personally find it difficult to be motivated 
to practice unless I have something to practice for. During Melbourne’s first 
lockdown, a small group of singers from the Australian Chamber Choir were 
able to live stream with Melbourne Digital Concert Hall. And an ensemble from 
the Scots’ Church Choir met to create a video of the Big Hymn Sing. All this was 
done with a small number of singers in socially-distanced groups. We planned 
to live stream with the ACC once a month during the period that we were unable 
to present physical services and concerts. But during the second lockdown, we 
were not permitted to meet for rehearsals, and live-streaming from Melbourne 
was not possible, so we had to occupy ourselves with other projects. We’re 
very excited, now that the lockdown is over, to be able to live-stream once 
again. We have beautiful programs of Christmas carols planned, both with 
the ACC and with members of the Scots’ Church Choir. We’re planning to give 
people as much Christmas music as possible, by preparing two programs, one 
to be produced as a free video with Scots’ singers and one for live-streaming 
with the ACC. The selections of music will have little or no overlap. 

During the lockdown, Douglas and I had the idea to produce a CD of Christmas music 
from recordings of the ACC that we had made during 2018 and 2019. The result is 
‘A Baroque Christmas’, which was delivered from the factory recently. We counted 
ourselves lucky that the printing factory had the Victorian government as a client, and 
was therefore open for business during the lockdown. You will be familiar with much 
of the music, as we’ve sung it with the Scots’ choir during past Christmas seasons. It’s 
not surprising that serious composers seem to compete with each other to produce 
the most entertaining church music possible for the Christmas season – composers 
like Bach, Gabrieli, Palestrina and Praetorius.

From week to week, I sent people on the ACC’s mailing list a newsletter, each with a 
new video of a fabulous piece of church music to watch.

Some members of The Scots’ Church Choir – we look 
forward to hearing the choir singing again soon!

 The Australian Chamber Choir in November 2019 – and 
looking forward to singing as a full choir again.
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MORE INFORMATION

CHRISTMAS WITH THE AUSTRALIAN 
CHAMBER CHOIR

LIVE STREAMING

Sunday 13 December at 5.00 PM 
auschoir.org/whats-on 
or call 0452 531 750

A BAROQUE CHRISTMAS

NEW CD from the Australian Chamber Choir

Recorded live in concert

auschoir.org/cds 
or call 0452 531 750

eNEWS

Sign up to the Australian Chamber Choir’s eNews 
and receive a new video every week

Sign up at  
AusChoir.org/subscribe  
or call 0452 531 750

Elizabeth Anderson

Please note that the information included in this article was accurate at the time of 
printing.
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BIBLE PLACES

ANCIENT TYRE
One of the oldest continually 
inhabited cities in the world, Tyre 
was one of the earliest Phoenician 
metropolises. An ancient competitor 
of nearby Sidon located just 36 
kilometres away, by 1200 BC Tyre had 
become Phoenicia’s leading port. 
From earliest times all settlements in 
the region of Tyre benefitted from an 
abundance of fresh water supplies 
that came mainly from nearby 
springs.

Tyre is located on the Mediterranean coast about 80 kilometres south of Beirut and is 
today the seventh largest city in Lebanon. It originally consisted of two distinct cities; 
Tyre itself on an island just off the shore, and an associated settlement, Ushu or ‘old 
Tyre’, about a kilometre opposite on the mainland. Ushu was founded in about 2750 
BC and grew as a trade centre. As time passed the island complex gradually became 
more prosperous and populated than Ushu, with heavy fortifications. 

Today the city of Tyre covers part of the original island and a causeway built by 
Alexander the Great in 332 BC which increased in size over the centuries due to 
extensive deposition of silt. The remaining part of the original island is now mostly an 
archaeological site of ruins excavated from the ancient city.

Located close to two major geological fault lines, Tyre has suffered a number of 
devastating earthquakes since ancient times. The risk of tsunamis, and subsequent 
landslides and floods following earthquakes also pose major risks to the people of 
Tyre. 

The golden age of Tyre was probably around the tenth century BC. By this time it 
had founded the colonies of Uttica, Godes and perhaps Carthage. It enjoyed great 
wealth and prosperity, primarily due to an alliance with Israel, and was famous for its 
temple and craftsmen. King Hiram of Tyre supplied King Solomon with timber from 
the famous cedars of Lebanon, as his father King Abibaal, had done for King David 
of Israel, with whom he had initiated an alliance and trade agreement. Tyre was also 
famous for its purple dye for clothing, made from shells of the Murex shellfish. This 
purple dye was highly valuable and was associated with royalty in the ancient world.

Submerged ancient columns with the modern city of Tyre 
in the background. Credit:  RomanDeckert, 2019. Creative 
Commons.
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Alexander the Great marched 
on Tyre in 332 BC when the city 
refused to submit to him as other 
Phoenician towns had done. The 
city was destroyed after a siege of 
seven months and its inhabitants 
either killed or forced to become 
slaves. Although it rapidly recovered, 
turbulent times followed over the 
next two centuries until it gained 
independence in 126 BC. 

Tyre came under Roman rule in 63 
BC and underwent considerable rebuilding following this. Roads, monuments and 
aqueducts constructed during Roman times can still be seen today. Tyre flourished 
during Roman times, but declined following the fall of the Roman Empire. It continued 
as a port city under the rule of the Byzantine Empire until the seventh century AD, 
when it was taken over by the Muslims in their conquest of the region.

For some centuries in medieval times Tyre was inhabited by a small population, then 
began to flourish to become a major city today.

There are many references to Tyre in the Bible, in both Old and New Testaments. The 
hospitable relationship between the Hebrews and the people of Tyre is mentioned, 
for example, in the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. Both Tyre and Sidon 
were renowned for glass manufacture, dyeing and weaving. Old Testament prophets 
repeatedly criticized Tyre’s wickedness and idolatry, predicting its final destruction. 
Jesus spent time in the region of Tyre and Sidon, and the apostle Paul stayed there on 
his way to Jerusalem as he returned from his third missionary journey, described in 
the Acts of the Apostles.

Many ancient sites and archaeological remains can be seen in Tyre today. These are 
mostly from the Roman and Byzantine periods and include a colonnaded street, a 
large Roman bath, a monumental arch, and a hippodrome able to seat about 60,000 
spectators. Later remains include a fourth century basilica and the Holy Cross 
Cathedral built by Crusaders in the 12th century.

References:
Ancient History Encyclopedia. Tyre by Joshua J. Mark, 2 September 2009. https://www.ancient.eu/Tyre/
Encyclopedia.com. Tyre. https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/asia-and-africa/ancient-history-middle-east/tyre
The Bible Journey. Jesus in Tyre and Lebanon. https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/5-jesuss-journeys-beyond-galilee/jesus-in-tyre-and-
sidon/
Wikipedia. Tyre, Lebanon. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyre,_Lebanon

 The UNESCO World Heritage archaeological site of ancient Tyre. 
Credit:  RomanDeckert, 2019. Creative Commons.
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NOTRE-DAME PARIS RESTORATION UPDATE
It is now more than 18 months since the roof of the Notre-Dame Cathedral, 
Paris caught fire and continued to burn for about 15 hours. It occurred on 15th 
April 2019 during renovation and restoration of the building. The magnificent 
medieval cathedral sustained serious damage including the loss of most of the 
wooden roof covered in lead above the stone vaulted ceiling. The oak frame 
of the roof and the 19th century wooden spire were also destroyed. However 
the stone vaulting remained mostly intact apart from a few holes, and the 17th 
century pipe organ was saved, although it suffered some water damage. The 
main structure was intact, and the façade, towers, walls, buttresses and stained 
glass windows were all saved by the firefighters.

Construction of the present cathedral, which replaced an earlier basilica close by, 
commenced in 1160 AD and was largely completed by 1260 in French Gothic style. 
The flying buttresses, an innovation of the 13th century, enabled the distribution of the 
enormous weight of the roof to a series of counter supports. This allowed by higher, 
thinner walls and larger windows. In 1699 King Louis IX made extensive modifications 
to the cathedral. However it fell into disrepair after the French Revolution of 1789. It 
was restored by King Louis Philippe in the mid-19th century, and it was at that time 
that the ornate wooden spire, destroyed in the fire, was added to the church.

 The south façade of Notre-Dame Cathedral prior to the fire of April 2019.  Credit: sacratomato_hr, June 2010. Creative 
Commons.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0

P A G E  3 2

Following World War 2 damaged medieval stained glass was replaced, and in 1991 
work began on renovation of the exterior stone masonry that had deteriorated 
due to air pollution. This renovation continued into the 21st century and included 
commencement of repairs to the spire in late 2018. 

Notre-Dame Cathedral has enormous bells, and a notable 17th century pipe organ, 
one of the largest in the world. It has magnificent medieval stained glass, including 
two rose windows. It houses many precious treasures and relics, most of which were 
saved due to rapid action by those present at the time of the fire. It represents centuries 
of architectural innovation, change and beauty; sacred memories; art; and a place of 
spiritual solidarity in a changing world. 

Immediately following the fire, President Macron promised that Notre-Dame Cathedral 
would be rebuilt within five years. Soon afterwards an international architectural 
design competition for the new spire and roof was launched. As well as a traditional 
approach, new modern designs were put forward much to the consternation of 
many French people who were concerned that a hasty decision would be made. As 
a result on 29th July 2019 the French National Assembly enacted a law requiring that 
the restoration must preserve the historic, artistic and architectural aspects of the 
building. In July 2020 a final decision was made that the cathedral would be restored 
to its former glory, hopefully by 2024.

Ongoing stabilisation of Notre-Dame in February 2020.  Credit: SiefkinDR, 2020. Creative Commons.
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The task of rebuilding the damaged areas of the cathedral is enormous, but considerable 
progress has already been made. It also provides a rare scientific opportunity to study 
parts of the medieval structure not otherwise accessible. There are many hazards 
to be faced, with workers facing such issues as the accidental dislodging of stones 
precariously placed in the vaulted ceiling of the building which lost its timber roof 
and lead tiles. A total of 25 trusses each weighing up to three tonnes and constructed 
of French oak, are required to rebuild the framework of the nave.  The scaffolding in 
place for the renovations at the time of the fire had melted in some parts, with the 
delicate work of removing this due to be completed by late 2020. The vaulted ceiling 
of the nave would probably collapse if any scaffolding fell on to this, as the ceiling was 
found to be of only one stone in thickness in many parts. The stained glass windows 
were removed from the nave and the flying buttresses reinforced with wooden arches 
to stabilise the structure. Health and safety restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have inevitably slowed down progress of the restoration.

On 10th April 2020 the Archbishop of Paris and a small number of participants, all in 
protective clothing, held a Good Friday worship service in the cathedral, with music 
provided by violinist and a soloist.

The archaeological crypt of Notre-Dame was due to reopen in September 2020, 
with an exhibition retracing the cathedral’s history. It also pays homage to French 
writer Victor Hugo and the architect Eugene Viollet-Le-Duc, who were involved in the 
restoration of the building in the 19th century. 

We will continue to follow the restoration of the magnificent medieval cathedral with 
great interest.
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The magnificent pipe organ of Notre-Dame survived the fire of 2019, 
and is currently being serviced. Credit:  Frédéric Deschamps, 2006. 
Public Domain.
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PET’S CORNER

BOOGIE HESHUSIUS
Boogie is a German Shorthaired Pointer, and 
came into our lives as a puppy about six years 
ago from a couple in Box Hill. GSP’s, as they are 
known, are very active dogs and were originally 
bred for hunting purposes, and collecting game. 

Boogie’s choice of game however, is a yellow 
rubber ball, as his favourite activity is playing 
fetch. An extremely friendly and affectionate dog, 

Boogie loves a pat on the back, and will snuggle up with you whenever he gets the 
chance. He sends his regards!

Litha Heshusius

 Boogie enjoys a run in the park. Boogie relaxes on his bean bag. Enjoying cooling down on a warm 
day.

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, 
and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, and they will teach 
you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these 

does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is 
the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.”

Job 12: 7-10  ESV
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FROM THE HISTORY OF SCOTS’ CHURCH

THE MUSIC OF THE CHURCH
Chapter 15 is the first of the chapters comprising 
the second part of our history, ‘The Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 1913’ by 
Rowland S. Ward; this is organised thematically while 
the first part is in chronological order. The chapter 
begins with an interesting background of music in 
public worship in the Church of Scotland from the 
Scottish Reformation onwards, then moves on to 
various aspects of music in worship at Scots’ Church 
from its beginnings with the ministry of James Forbes 
to the second decade of the 21st century.

In the early years, worship at Scots’ followed the tradition 
of the Church of Scotland, with the Scottish psalter 
sung without musical accompaniment. From 1838 to 
1869 a precentor led the congregational singing. In 1871 the English hymnbook 
was introduced, necessitating some accompaniment on an instrument to lead the 
congregational singing of unfamiliar tunes. In 1863 a harmonium had been installed 
in front of the choir stalls but had not been used with congregational singing until 
1869.

The first pipe organ was installed in the newly built church in 1875. An account of the 
details of this instrument and its installation are included in the text. New hymnbooks 
produced by the Church of Scotland and Presbyterian Church were introduced, and 
have since undergone a series of revisions. The fourth edition of Church Hymnary is 
currently in use at Scots’.

The choir was well established early at Scots’ and, from as early as 1868, payment to 
principal singers was readily accepted. With fine organists as leaders a very competent 
choir developed and its high quality has continued to the present time.

The chapter lists the organists and directors of music from 1901 to the present, with 
our present Director of Music, Douglas Lawrence AM, being appointed in 1984. Some 
background to each incumbent is also provided.

The concluding section of the chapter gives an account of the process of selection, 
building and installation of the Rieger organ in the church in 1999, replacing the 
earlier instrument, but retaining the magnificent cedar casing.
Reference: 
Ward, Rowland S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 2014.

Images of Scots’ Church in 1896, 
clockwise from upper left:  Scots’ 
Church; Rev. Dr Marshall in the 
pulpit; the pipe organ; and the 
interior of the church.  Credit: Print, 
David Syme and Co., June 1, 1896.  
State Library of Victoria.
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CHRISTMAS PUDDING
Christmas pudding remains the traditional 
dessert served with Christmas dinner, 
although many are now moving away 
from well-established customs related 
to Christmas meals. The origins of the 
Christmas pudding can be traced back to 
14th century England, when it was quite 
different to the pudding of today. It is also 
steeped in tradition.

The Christmas or plum pudding of the 14th 
century was a porridge called ‘frumenty’, and 
was made with meat, dried fruit, wines and 
spices. Its consistency tended to resemble 
a soup, and was eaten during the period of 
preparation for Christmas. By the 16th century 

frumenty was gradually evolving into a plum pudding, with the addition of eggs and 
breadcrumbs to thicken it, together with dried fruit. It was moving from a savoury to 
a sweet pudding. It had become a customary Christmas dessert by about 1650, but 
was banned by the Puritans in 1664 as a bad custom; they saw it as ‘sinfully rich’ and 
‘sinful for God-fearing people’. It was re-established as part of the Christmas meal by 
King George I in 1714 after he tasted and enjoyed plum pudding.  By Victorian times 
the Christmas pudding resembled the dessert we enjoy today.

Over the years customs and legends associated with Christmas puddings emerged. 
One goes back to medieval England, where the pudding was prepared with 13 
ingredients to represent Christ and the 12 apostles. Each member of the family took 
turns to stir the pudding from an easterly to a westerly direction, in honour of the wise 
men who came from the east.

In the late Victorian era a custom known as ‘Stir-up Sunday’ began to emerge. This was 
related to the Church of England Collect for the Sunday before Advent, in the Book of 
Common Prayer from 1549, which states: 

“Stir-up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, plenteously 
bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

This led to the practice of preparing Christmas puddings, including the all –important 
stirring, on that day, which became known as ‘Stir-up Sunday’. 

Christmas pudding.  Credit: Smabs Sputzer, 
2013.  Creative Commons.
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Another common practice was the inclusion 
of small silver coins in the pudding mixture, 
with the coins being kept by the persons whose 
serves of pudding included them. This was 
thought to come from an earlier tradition where 
tokens were placed in a cake that was eaten the 
twelfth night after Christmas.

Puddings were often steamed or boiled in a 
square of fabric or a cloth bag, then hung to 
dry. Although some Christmas puddings are still 
cooked in this way, steaming in a basin is far more 
popular these days. Many families have their 
own recipes for Christmas pudding that have 
been passed down for generations. The pudding 
brings together traditionally luxury ingredients 
including sweet spices and an abundance of 
dried fruits as well as brandy or rum, together 
with flour, eggs, sugar and shortening. After 

turning out it is usually decorated with holly, doused in brandy or rum and ‘fired’ as it 
is brought to the festive table to be enjoyed by all!

References:
Christmas Pudding: History and Traditions You Would Love to Know. 27 October 2019. https://www.pudforallseasons.com.au/blog/christmas-
pudding-history-and-traditions
Whychristmas.com. The Tradition of the Christmas Pudding. https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/pudding.shtml
Wikipedia. Christmas pudding. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_pudding

 Christmas pudding drying after preparation 
in a traditional cloth.  Credit: DO’Neil.  Creative 
Commons.

A Christmas Recipe - 
Scottish Tablet (Scottish Fudge)

1 tin sweetened condensed milk 250 grams butter

1 kilogram brown sugar  ¾ cup cold water.

Using a heavy saucepan, boil water and sugar, stirring constantly. Add sweetened 
condensed milk and butter. Reduce heat when it all boils. Stir constantly (approximately 
50 minutes) until the edges ‘separate’ and become ‘crumbly’ in appearance. Remove from 
heat, stir vigorously to remove air bubbles from the mixture. Pour into baking tray and cut 
while still warm.

(From Scots’ Church Recipe Book 2014, courtesy Ruth Evans).
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
FROM DAVID AND  
MAGGIE LUNAN

Dear Friends,

I am grateful to Rosalie for inviting 
me to write something to you 
through the Leaflet. It’s hard to 
believe that it’s ten years, almost 
to the day, since we first came 
to Australia, and Melbourne and 
Scots’. You are never far from our 

thoughts, you gave us so many happy memories of our times with you. The 
words that spring to mind are welcome, kindness, worship, the sunshine, the 
Yarra River, hospitality, music, generosity, no worries, laughter, friendships. We 
are and will be forever grateful to Scots’ Church for what you gave us. We are 
delighted to hear that you are going to have a new minister, and we send you all 
every blessing as this new chapter begins for Scots’ Church.

I heard on the radio yesterday that the most frequently used words which have 
emerged in the last year are lockdown, Covid, self-isolate, quarantine, fake news, the 
acronym BLM, test and trace, and social distancing. Your experience in Melbourne 
- well reported on the BBC - has been similar to ours, though I am relieved to hear 
that you are beginning to return to ‘normality’. I think we still have some way to go, 
though mercifully we have not been affected personally by the virus. We have stuck 
to the rules, with occasional drives to some of our favourite beauty spots, and with 
regular walks around our village, the hills, the loch, the canal, the woodlands and the 
farm tracks. Come to Scotland!    Also, I have to say, the garden has benefited from an 
excess of attention.

I have only preached three times this year, and one of these was at Crown Church in 
Inverness, the Sunday after Douglas Robertson’s induction in January. I am realising 
that in December it will be fifty years since my ordination - I’m getting on! We have 
appreciated our own congregation’s Zoom services in Gorbals, they are good, but 
of course, ‘it’s not the same!’ It’s great to see people, but we miss the singing, and 
the physical presence and the ordinary interaction with people, it’s all somewhat 
‘disembodied’. And yet Christmas is the Festival of the Incarnation. The Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory…the glory of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. This is what we celebrate, that the loving Spirit behind the universe 
became a human being, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh. Jesus Christ is born into 
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our midst, into the mystery and the mess of life on earth. He became one of us, that we 
might see what God is really like, a loving Father, a wonderful comforter; that we might 
at one with Him, and at one with one another. He is the Prince of peace, the King of 
love. Everything that God wants to say to us is summed up in Jesus, he is God’s word 
made flesh, God with a human face, the very embodiment of God, and of love, for 
God is love. As Irenaeus said in the 4th century, ‘Jesus is everything God understands 
as human, and Jesus is everything humanity understands as God.’

This changes everything, and as followers of Jesus we are, by the grace of God, part of 
that change. St Paul finds these words that characterise the church, and all it members, 
in his letter to the Colossians They are compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, forgiveness, love, gratitude, joy and peace. These are the words, with others, 
that become flesh and blood in the Body of Christ, the church. They are no longer 
just words, but gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, they are the qualities of heaven that 
transform the earth, and us, as we live and pray 'Thy Kingdom come.' 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come, let earth receive her King, and heaven and nature 
sing!     O come let us adore Him!

Maggie joins me to send you all our love, and all good wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year.  

David and Maggie

The Scarlet Honeyeater –  
Captured on Camera

These wonderful  photos were recently 
taken by Margaret M. Lowe in Bushy 
Park, Vermont, a leafy eastern suburb of 
Melbourne.

The birds were gathering nectar from flowering 
eucalypts (gum), but were also attracted to red 
callistemon (bottle brush).

These beautiful birds are found in the east of Australia 
in rainforests from northern Queensland down and 
are rare south of Sydney!   A combination of factors 
must have brought them this far south, possibly a 
combination of the bushfires, a warming climate  
and wonderful rain in Victoria this year.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  
FROM DOUGLAS AND ALISON ROBERTSON

Dear members and friends of Scots’ Church,

It’s been a strange and difficult year on many fronts. For us the adjustment 
to life back in the old country was never going to be easy, especially with our 
children all still in Australia; and for you, a vacancy is always a challenging time 
anyway, without the added complications of COVID-19.

But I find comfort in the lyrics of an old pop song: “Put your hand in the hand of the 
man who stilled the waters…. Put your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee.” God 
has carried us through many trials and tests before and says to us now, as Jesus said 
to his disciples one stormy night when he walked 
across the water to join them in their boat: “Take 
courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.” (Matthew 14:27).

Alison and I wish you a time of great joy over the 
Christmas season, and may the coming year be a 
time of blessing for you.

Douglas

Madonna Lily  
- closely related to our Christmas lily

This beautiful plant with its fragrant 
white flowers is native to the Balkans 
and West Asia. It is rarely found on 
Mount Carmel and Upper Galilee, but 
was probably much more common 
in the Holy Land in the past. It is 
believed to be the oldest cultivated 
lily.

The flower frequently appears in old religious 
paintings, including works by Botticelli and 
Titian. Mary is shown holding the flower in her 
hand, hence the term ‘Madonna Lily’.  Through 
the Christian era it also became a symbol of 
spiritual purity, holiness and resurrection.

Lilium candidum.  Credit: Stan Shebs, 2005. 
Creative Commons.
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Help the wise men find their way to baby Jesus in the manger.

Amazing Maze

for 
kids

Word search
Matthew Chapter 2
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions..

(Solution on page 22)

The words to find ...
Angel

Baptise
Bethlehem

Dream
Egypt

Frankincense
Gold

Herod
Myrrh

Nazareth
Rejoice

Repentance
Star

Treasures

www.WordSearchMaker.com
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Biblical Crossword
Matthew Chapter 2
Solution on page 22

Across
1. John ate wild honey and 
 ____________.
6. Who warned Joseph to flee 
 from danger?
7. From what direction did the 
 wise men come?
11. Where did Joseph and Mary 
 take Jesus for safety?
12. Who was king when Jesus 
 was born?
13. Who preached repentance 
 through Judea? (three 
 words)

Down
2. John wore a garment of 
 ________ hair.
3. What guided the wise men?
4. In what region was 
 Bethlehem situated?
5. Jesus was ____________ by 
 John.
8. When Joseph and Mary 
 returned to Israel where did 
 they live?
9. The wise men came to 
 _____________ Jesus.
10. Gifts from the wise men 
 included gold, frankincense 
 and _______.

EclipseCrossword.com

Want to join
us at Scots’?
You’d be sure of  
a warm welcome.

Please contact the  
Session Clerk,
Mr Peter Armstrong, on
(03) 9650 9903
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