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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Interim Moderator   Rev. P. Court  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister Pastoral Care  Rev. L. Heshusius 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Mr. A. Wong 9376 3777
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence AM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Operations Manager   Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Welcome Desk Attendant  Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903
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Hope in times of uncertainty
I am very grateful for the presence of God Almighty 
and God’s love for all of us. I am also thankful to God 
and Scots’ Presbyterian Church for giving me the 
opportunity to serve in the pastoral care area, during 
this transition period for The Scots’ Church in finding 

a new minister and during Rev. Richard O’Brien’s absence. 

Since May 18, I have begun my work with the pastoral team, partaking in multiple 
meetings held via Zoom. Through our discussions, we have been able to discuss and 
offer help towards friends of the Scots’ Church who are in need. As part of my role, I 
have been making phone calls to some of the communicants or regular attendees, 
as well as making visits to several members of the congregation (when it was safe to 
do so).

During the pandemic, many of us are questioning when we can gather together again 
in church? How long will the restrictions last? When will the church re-open? Often I 
hear these questions when conversing with friends at Scots’, whether that be on the 
phone, during a meeting, or face to face. Most of us long to gather again in church 
someday.

Although we have not been able to hold services as we did before the pandemic, or 
congregate in the way we are so accustomed to do, we are still blessed in having the 
opportunity to worship online, through the pre-recorded sermon held every Sunday 
at Scots’ Website / St. Stephen’s Flemington’s Website, or live streaming on Sundays 
(Indonesian Christian Church) and the Big Hymn Sing that was first aired on 21 June 
2020.

During these strange times, one thing that is not less important is sending cards, and 
making phone calls to the friends of Scots’ Church and communicating with them. I 
am very grateful because by talking on the phone I feel as though I have known some 
of you even though we have never met each other!

Henceforth we can pray more often, be patient and hope, that with God’s help and 
power, this pandemic will soon be overcome so that we can reunite in church again 
and we will be blessed with a new minister. I want to thank the Pastoral Team Members, 
the Elders, and Volunteers for reaching out to those in our church community. I hope 

Rev. Litha Heshusius

Minister Pastoral Care
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in my role that I am able to be as useful as possible here at The Scots’ Presbyterian 
Church during these difficult times.

Shalom

Litha

PRAYER OF PEACE
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me bring love.

Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.

Where there is discord, let me bring union.

Where there is error, let me bring truth.

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.

Where there is despair, let me bring hope.

Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.

Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.

O Master, let me not seek as much

to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love,

for it is in giving that one receives,

it is in self-forgetting that one finds,

it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,

it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.

Although attributed to St. Francis of Assisi (c.1182 – 1226) this beautiful prayer for peace does 
not appear in his writings. In its present form the prayer has not been traced back further than 
1912, where it appeared in a small spiritual magazine called ‘La Clochette’ meaning ‘The Little 
Bell’, published by a Catholic Church organisation in Paris. The author’s name was not given. 
The text is often abridged, but the version above is the complete original text translated from 
its earliest known publication in French. 

The prayer has been adapted to many musical versions, one of the most well-known being 
the hymn ‘Make me a channel of your peace’, set to music by South African songwriter 
Sebastian Temple.

References:
https://en.wikipedia.oorg/wiki/Prayer_of_Saint_Francis

A garden statue of St. Francis of Assisi with birds.  
Credit: Jp16103, 2016.  Creative Commons.
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 Minister,  
St. Stephen’s Flemington

Mr. Andrew Wong

Life is hard, but God is good
22  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;  
his mercies never come to an end;  
23  they are new every morning;  
great is your faithfulness.  
24   “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,  
“therefore I will hope in him.”  
Lamentations 3:22-24 (ESV)

I am not sure about you, but I want a life full of peace and joy. I don’t like it when things 
don’t go my way. I don’t like it when I drop a cup on the floor, and it shatters. I don’t 
like it when I go and do the rubbish but then the rubbish bag breaks, and everything 
goes on my clothes and my hands stink. I don’t like it when I lose my keys or phone or 
when the doctor gives me bad news. I don’t like it when bad things happen to me or 
to my family. The reality is I don’t have control of my life. I can’t control everything. And 
when things don’t go the way I want, it is very hard to have peace and joy. The reality 
is, all of us will and do face the uncertainties of the future. We all face the reality of 
not being in complete control.

The book of Lamentations was probably written by Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, 
after the fall of Jerusalem. It was written poetically following what has happened in 
2 Chronicles 36. It records the pain and suffering of the people of God. If you read 
through the book of Lamentations, you will be able to feel their misery. However, the 
book reaches a climax in chapter 3. Although life is hard, although there is a lot of 
pain and suffering, the author of Lamentations can rejoice because of what he writes 
in verses 22-24. The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is His faithfulness. Whatever situation you 
are in life right now, remember this truth, God is faithful. His love is never ending. He 
sent His one and only son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for sinful men. The greatest 
example of love. The greatest example of God’s faithfulness to His people. Look to 
Jesus Christ. Look to the cross. Remember His steadfast love and His faithfulness. Life 
is hard and it will continue to be hard in a sinful and broken world. But there is hope 
in Jesus Christ. God is good.  

Andrew Wong
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PRESBYTERIAN AND CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCHES 

FOSTERING RELATIONSHIPS
The guest preacher on Sunday 9th June 2020 was 
the Rev. Murray Capill, a minister of the Christian 
Reformed Churches of Australia (CRCA) and a 
former Principal of the Reformed Theological 
College, originally based in Geelong, Victoria and 
which now has a campus in Melbourne’s CBD. 
Murray is currently the RTC’s Dean of Ministry 
Development and Lecturer in Pastoral Ministry. He 
is the author of ‘Preaching with Spiritual Vigour’ 

(2004) and ‘The Heart is the Target’ (2014).

An article in Scots’ Weekly of 7th June drew timely attention to the increasing 
cooperation between the CRCA and the Presbyterian Church of Australia (PCA), 
as demonstrated in the following Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed 
between the two denominations in September 2019.  

Memorandum of Understanding 
September 2019

This Memorandum of Understanding is between the Christian Reformed 
Churches of Australia (CRCA) and the Presbyterian Church of Australia 
(PCA). As reformational and confessional churches this Memorandum 
of Understanding seeks to foster a closer and more formal relationship 
between our two denominations within the Australian cultural context. 
Formal recognition would grant bilateral work more authority and 
provide greater impetus and stimulus to our churches to work together 
in God’s kingdom.

Such a relationship would be focussed in terms of engagement.

At a local level, such engagement would include: 
 combined services where suitable and desired; 
 receiving of one another’s members; 
 recognition of one another’s ministers for preaching duties; 
 working together in local evangelism; 
 focussing church planting work with consideration for one another; 
 combining and/or assisting with local diaconal/mercy ministries 
 where possible.

The Rev. Murray Capill, a minister of 
the Christian Reformed Churches of 
Australia who recently preached at 
Scots’ Church.
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At a broader level, such engagement would include: 
 cooperation and mutual encouragement between denominational  
 diaconal/mercy ministries; 
 overseas mission information exchange and cooperation; 
 cooperation with Presbyterian Inland Mission; 
 working together on societal challenges that face us: e.g. marriage  
 equality, safe church issues; as well as submissions to government on  
 various ethical and moral issues; 
 exchange of greetings and delegates at broader church Assemblies; 
 provide a foundation for closer relationships with other  
 reformational churches throughout Australia.

It is understood that this MoU is subservient to and must comply with 
current and future decisions of the Synods of the CRCA and General 
Assemblies of the PCA. Where any conflict occurs the formal decisions 
of the broader Assemblies of each denomination takes precedence.

The CRCA, formerly known as the Reformed Churches of 
Australia (RCA), belongs to the Reformed/Presbyterian 
tradition. The denomination is part of the world-wide group 
of churches born out of the Reformation, breaking away from 
the teachings and practices of the Roman Catholic Church 
of that time. The European Reformation of the 16th and 17th 
centuries affirmed the belief that salvation is granted by God 
through grace alone, in Christ alone and through faith alone. 
Martin Luther was the leader of the Reformation in much of 
Germany, and John Calvin the leader of the Reformation in 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Scotland and parts of northern 
Europe. It is John Calvin’s interpretation of the Bible that 
forms the doctrinal basis of the various reformed churches. 

The Calvinist or Reformed stream of the Christian Church emphasises: 

God’s honour, pre-eminence and grace in all things;

Reconciliation with God through Christ Jesus alone; 

The work of the Holy Spirit essential for faith and growth;

The Bible as the foundation of our faith’s substance; and

The church as a community in covenant with God.

Founded in 1951 as a result of the post-World War 2 migration of Dutch people to 

John Calvin at 53 years old, 
engraving by René Boyvin, 
1562. Credit: Public Domain.
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Australia, the denomination grew out of a commitment to establish churches that 
met their needs. They embraced and upheld Biblical and Reformed theology; had a 
national profile that welcomed new settlers as well as interested others across Australia; 
with the churches being governed by elders chosen by their congregations and linked 
with representation at state and national level. By 1955 there were congregations in 
all Australian states and over the following decades the denomination experienced 
steady growth. The CRCA continues to follow the pattern of the first CRC churches 
in Australia, with the planting of new churches and welcoming migrants who make 
Australia their home. From its exclusively Dutch origins the CRCA is now culturally 
diverse, reflecting the nature of contemporary Australian society.

The denomination has initiated the establishment of Christian schools in Australia, 
including a number in New South Wales, Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory. 
It is also actively engaged in Christian missions.

Since 2000 the CRCA has renewed its commitment as a church reforming to reach 
the lost for Christ. It has adopted a framework of four ‘Tasks’ to expand its impact; 
these tasks are headed Pray, Train, Grow, Align. The CRCA continues to work toward its 
commitment to see the gospel bearing fruit.

References: 
Christian Reformed Churches of Australia.  https://crca.org.au/
Eternity News 13th September 2019. ‘Presbyterian and Reformed Churches Move Closer’ by John Sandeman. https://www.eternitynews.com.au/
australia/presbyterians-and-reformed-churches-move-closer/
Scots’ Weekly 7th June 2020. ‘Two denominations strengthen ties’.
Wikipedia: Christian Reformed Churches of Australia.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Reformed_Churches_of_Australia

Christian Reformed Church, Colyton, Sydney. Credit: Sardaka, 2015. Creative Commons.
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LATEST NEWS FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER 

CHOIR
Here in West Brunswick we are locked 
down again. To be honest, it doesn’t 
make much difference to Douglas 
and me. We are tremendously 
grateful (thanks to our supporters 

and the Melbourne Digital Concert Hall) to be able to present a live-streamed 
concert with eight singers from the Australian Chamber Choir every month*. 
And it was a thrill to make the Scots’ Big Hymn Sing video. As you might already 
know, Douglas and I mostly get our jollies from working, so it’s business as 
usual in our household. It feels weird not coming to church on Sundays. Other 
than that, the only change is that Douglas has been doing a little more cooking 
than usual. Some of our singers have scored take-away bolognaise sauce or a 
chicken casserole (recipe below)!

Ingredients

3 big chicken Marylands, halved

1 large onion, sliced

2 red and 1 green capsicum, roughly chopped

3 large carrots cut into big pieces

Heaps of fresh, roughly-chopped garlic

3 or 4 stalks of celery, chopped into big pieces

2 lemons with skin, quartered

1 whole nutmeg, freshly grated (don’t grate your 
fingers!)

Olive oil to seal the chicken

1/2 cup of soy sauce

1/2 cup of white wine, (important, as it creates the 
sauce)

1/2 cup of water

3 teaspoons of sambal oelek or other chillies

Salt, pepper

Method

Salt and pepper both sides of the chicken 
pieces.

Brown the chicken on high heat in the 
olive oil, leave skin-side-up and turn the 
heat down to low.

Throw everything else in, carrots on top.

Cover.

Have a peep now and then. If it sticks, 
gently move the chicken.

It should be ready in about 45 minutes. 

Basmati rice is good with this.

Chicken Casserole for Six

The Australian Chamber Choir in a recent concert at 
Mandeville Hall.

Chicken casserole – looks great!Liz Anderson
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* Until we meet again
Live-streamed concerts every month 

with the Australian Chamber Choir
Directed by Douglas Lawrence

Last week in August – Water Music
The encore is Vera Lynn’s song, We’ll meet again

Book/info at AusChoir.org 

GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL
George Frideric Handel was born in Halle, 
Germany in 1685, the same year that both J. S. 
Bach and Domenico Scarlatti were born. He 
displayed considerable musical talent at an 
early age, and was encouraged by his mother, 
although his father was opposed to a musical 
career, preferring him to study law. After taking 
positions in the musical field in both Germany 
and Italy, he moved to England in 1712.

Handel spent most of his adult life in England, 
becoming a British subject in 1727. A Baroque 
composer, he wrote many operas, oratorios and 
concerto grossi. His most famous works include 
‘Messiah’, an oratorio set to text from the King 
James Bible; Water Music; and Music for the 
Royal Fireworks. He became a major influence 
on classical composers including Mozart 
and Beethoven. One of his four coronation 
anthems, ‘Zadok the Priest’, was composed for 
the coronation of King George II. It has since 
been performed at every subsequent British 
coronation, traditionally during the anointing of the sovereign. As well as a composer, Handel 
was also an accomplished performer on the harpsichord and pipe organ. 

Handel died in London in 1759, a respected and rich man. He was given a state funeral and 
was buried in Westminster Abbey. Handel’s restored Georgian house in Brook Street, London 
is now Handel House Museum, with an events program of Baroque music.

References:
Bach Cantatas Website: George Frideric Handel.  https://www.bach-cantatas.com/Lib/Handel.htm
Wikipedia: George Frideric Handel.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Frideric_Handel

Handel House in London, now a museum, 
where Handel lived from 1723 for the rest of 
his life.  Credit: Andreas Praefcke, 2002. Creative 
Commons.
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VICTORIAN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHES PAST AND PRESENT

CHARLTON
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Charlton 
was the first church to open in the township 
in 1871. Charlton is a rural town located on 
the Calder Highway 220 kilometres north-
west of Melbourne, it is situated on the 
banks of the Avoca River, which has flooded 
the town from time to time. Charlton was 
surveyed in 1867, the same year a bridge 
was built across the Avoca River. Farm 
selections in the area were taken up in the 
early 1870s. A Methodist church opened 
in 1874, followed by Catholic and Anglican 
churches in 1875 and 1876 respectively. By 
1881 the population was about 600. The 
town continued to grow, with wheat the 
main crop in the surrounding areas. The 

railway was opened in 1883. Charlton was the dominant township in its shire 
for many years. However its population contracted in the 1960s, with 1288 
people at the 2011 census.

The Presbyterian Church at Charlton was built by contractor James Patterson of 
Nardoo. Prior to this the Rev. Hugh McKail, who had been stationed at St. Arnaud 
from 1863, occasionally visited the area. When he resigned his charge, the work of 
ministering to the scattered stations along the Avoca River was taken up by the Rev. 
George Tait from Donald. Mr. Thomas Armstrong of the East Charlton station, was the 
driving force behind the building of the new church.

The preacher at the dedication service for 
the new Charlton Presbyterian Church was 
the Rev. W. J. Inglis of St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, Ballarat. Services were held on 
alternate Sunday mornings. The afternoons 
were spent at various stations in the 
surrounding district. When Mr. Tait was 
called to the South Yarra Presbyterian 
Church in 1872, the charge was without a 

Charlton opening of railway 1883. Credit: Wood 
engraving published in The Australian Illustrated 
News, created 16th June 1883. State Library 
Victoria.

An early photo of the Church and School Hall. 
Credit: copied from Presbyterian Church Charlton: 
Jubilee, 1871 – 1921.
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regular minister until 1877, when the Rev. 
Henry Swan took up the position. Services 
at Charlton continued to be held fortnightly. 
On alternate weeks Mr. Swan travelled to 
Wycheproof and Fort Cameron. Both these 
towns built new churches: Wycheproof in 
1877 and Fort Cameron a little later. Their 
dedication services were both conducted by 
the Rev. Professor McDonald DD of Ormond 
College in Gaelic, much to the delight of 
many in the congregation who came from 
the Scottish Highlands.

When Mr. Swan moved elsewhere in 1884, 
Donald and Charlton became separate 
charges and the Rev. John Kirkwood was 
appointed the minister of Charlton. He grew 
up in Renfrewshire, Scotland and studied 
at Glasgow University and the Free Church 

Theological Hall and was then licenced by the Presbytery of Paisley. He came to 
Victoria in 1873 and worked in various positions in north-west Victoria. Mr. Kirkwood 
did some pioneering work under the Presbytery of Bendigo at Goornong, Heathcote 
and the Terricks. He was then called and inducted to the Avoca charge, where he 
remained for three years. This was followed by more pioneering efforts in the  
districts of Dimboola, Nhill, Kaniva, Lillimur, Borung and later, in Wychitella. He was 
inducted into the charge at Charlton in 1884. Like his predecessors, he travelled 
considerable distances to conduct Sunday 
worship services at many towns and settlements 
over the years of his ministry, undertaking the 
work with energy and enthusiasm. In the early 
years at Charlton Mr. Kirkwood travelled 31 
kilometres to Wycheproof on alternate Sunday 
mornings to begin the worship services there at 
11.00 am. There was then a 32 kilometre drive 
to Birchip by 3.30 pm or Towawinnie at 4.00 pm. 
These congregations grew rapidly and became 
ministerial charges. Mr. Kirkwood later moved 
to support other congregations at Fort Cameron 
and Hallam. After 22 very busy years negotiating 
the heat and dust of summer with its flies and 

An early photo of the Manse. Credit: copied from 
Presbyterian Church Charlton: Jubilee, 1871 – 1921.

Another view of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Charlton. Credit: Victorian Heritage Database, 
Property no. B2336. Date unknown. 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Charlton. 
Credit: Victorian Heritage Database, Property 
no. B2336. Date unknown
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mosquitoes, and the cold blasts of winter and boggy roads he resigned in 1906. 

A series of brief pastorates followed, including the Rev. John Watson, the Rev. J. Ninian 
Melville, and the Rev. J. C. Coulter. The Rev. Ernest Day was inducted at Charlton in 1920.

It was not until the early years of the 20th century that a regular Kirk Session was 
formed at Charlton, Prior to this one member, Mr. James Ennis, performed the  
duties of an elder for many years. It is unclear when the Presbyterian Church at 
Charlton took the name ‘St. Andrew’s’. The choir at Charlton was above the average for 
a church of its size, leading the singing in worship services, together with the organ. 
St. Andrew’s continued its work in the community through the middle decades of the 
20th century. 

Although few details of the church building are recorded, it was renovated in 1914, 
and new pews were installed with the old ones being transferred to the new Sunday 
school. Electric lighting and an electric fan were also installed at this time. As in many 
churches, an honour board acknowledged those who served the country in the 
armed forces during conflicts.

The Charlton Presbyterian 
Church continued to meet until 
the time of church union in 1977, 
when it voted to become part 
of the Charlton Uniting Church, 
which now meets in the building 
that was previously Methodist. 
The Presbyterian church bell 
was preserved and incorporated 
into a bell tower in the shape of 
a cross in the front of Charlton 
Uniting Church. The site of St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is 
now part of St. Andrew’s Village, 
consisting of modern residential units, in High Street, Charlton. Charlton Uniting 
Church continues to serve the community.

References:
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Charlton Uniting Church with the old Presbyterian Church bell 
incorporated into a bell tower in the shape of a cross. Credit: John 
Conn, 2020, Churches Australia website.
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THE DIFFERENCE 100 YEARS MAKES – TWO PANDEMICS
There are remarkable differences between the response to the Spanish influenza 
pandemic that began in 1918 and the COVID-19 pandemic in the midst of which 
we find ourselves at the moment. There have between comparisons made 
between the two outbreaks, but what is immediately obvious are the enormous 
distances we have travelled in such spheres as medicine and technology over 
the intervening years.

As the Spanish influenza infection began to spread around the world there was no 
explanation as to its cause. Many theories were proposed, some quite bizarre such 
as misalignment of the planets or volcanic eruptions, but microbiologists identified 
a bacterium discovered many years earlier in the lungs of people with influenza 
and named it Bacillus influenza. However it was subsequently found that this was a 
secondary bacterial infection of lungs weakened from influenza. It was in 1933 that 
British scientists first demonstrated the cause of influenza as a virus which was finally 
seen through the newly invented electron microscope in 1940. In contrast, within 
two weeks of the outbreak of the infection now called COVID-19, a suspected viral 
cause had been identified, its genome sequenced and the host animals recognised. 

1918 flu epidemic – Oakland Auditorium, California, with volunteer nurses from the Red Cross. Credit: Edward A. Rogers. 
Public Domain.
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The Chinese team of scientists published the information and it was immediately 
shared through the scientific community around the world. This allowed research 
laboratories to develop diagnostic tests and begin work towards finding a vaccine 
and cure.

Antibiotics are not effective in the treatment of viruses, but they are very useful for 
the management of secondary infections. They were not available to treat the severe 
secondary pneumonia possibly responsible for most of the deaths in the Spanish 
influenza pandemic. Antibiotics are one of a range of drugs now available to treat 
COVID-19 patients, as are antiviral drugs that were unheard of in the past.

We now have modern hospitals with intensive care units and medical specialists who 
were not a part of the health care system 100 years ago. In 1918 many infected patients 
were crowded into shared wards with other people. Today we have a sophisticated 
understanding of infection control and isolation to prevent cross-contamination 
between patients and to protect the staff caring for them. Intensive care units have 
medical equipment to provide support for critically ill patients, in many instances 
with life-saving outcomes. Medical doctors and nurses have a high level of preparation 
and skills in emergency and intensive care, and in infectious diseases. These facilities 
and highly trained professionals did not exist 100 years ago.

As we live through this pandemic, social distancing, handwashing, staying away from 
others when unwell and being tested for the virus are all important measures we can 
each take to reduce the spread of infections as we wait for a vaccine or cure to be 
available. These low-tech measures that really work give us some sense of security in 
unsettling times as we make use of some of the amazing technological advances that 
assist in maintaining some degree of normality in our lives.

There is no doubt that much of 
the technology underpinning 
our ability to manage the 
current situation is reliant 
on a stable and affordable 
internet. This is available to 
most households in Australia, 
although not all are connected 
for various reasons. 

One hundred years ago, 
newspapers were a major 
means of communication. 
The telephone was another A modern intensive care unit. Credit: Nobert Kaiser 2007. Creative 

Commons.
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important asset, although only a small percentage of homes had a telephone 
connection at this time. Radio was not available, with the first public radio station 
in Australia opening in Sydney in November 1923, followed by the other states. The 
situation is totally changed now, with smart phones providing a range of options 
including telephone, texting, email and internet. Updates on the local and global 
situation are immediately available. Television and radio are also important means of 
keeping people in touch and up-to-date.

At a most practical level, on-line shopping for food and other necessities has reduced 
the risk of exposure to infection in supermarkets and shopping centres. Prepared 
meals can be delivered to homes with a phone call. Contactless payment for goods, 
in the form of cards, is now the widely used preferred method rather than cash, once 
again to prevent the spread of the virus. We are able to keep up our support of Scots’ 
Church through electronic funds transfer from our own computers, or phone through 
with our credit card details.

Many people across the community are now working from home as far as possible 
during this period. Once again it is the advances in technology that allow this to occur. 
Virtual meetings are possible through the internet, this being used most effectively by 
Scots’ Church as the Board of Management, the Kirk Session and other committees 
continue to meet. 

In common with other churches around the country, Scots’ Church is providing a 
range of options for its congregations through online audio sermons, live streaming 
and YouTube for special services and events such as the Big Hymn Sing. A greatly 
expanded Scots’ Weekly is also available on the internet to help us all keep in touch 
and to provide support.

Distance learning and telehealth are options available to us now, to assist in providing 
essential services and care to the community, and maintaining educational programs 
in difficult times. 

Although we have many challenges to face as a church and in our communities in 
the coming months, we have many resources and supports not available to previous 
generations. We look forward to the day when we can all meet again as a Scots’ 
Church family.
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BIBLE PLACES
EGYPT

There are almost 700 references 
to Egypt in the Hebrew Bible, 
and it is referred to another 25 
times in the New Testament. 
This makes Egypt the most 
frequently mentioned place in 
the Bible, apart from Canaan. 
Egypt was already an ancient 
civilization in biblical times, 
and the pyramids of Giza 
were thousands of years old. 
Many of the events described 
in the Old Testament are set 
in the period called the New 

Kingdom, a time that lasted from about 1550 to 1070 BC. It was the most 
recent of the major periods of ancient Egyptian history. Possibly the most 
famous archaeological site from this period is the Valley of the Kings, which 
holds the burial tombs of many of the Egyptian pharaohs or rulers of that 
time including Tutankhamun (ca. 1336 to 1327 BC), whose rich tomb was 
found intact in 1922.

Ancient Egypt was a civilization of North Africa, with most of the population centred along 
the lower reaches of the Nile River. Arising from prehistoric Egypt, it became unified as a 
civilization about 3100 BC, with the political unification of Upper and Lower Egypt. A series 
of stable periods or kingdoms followed, known as the Old, Middle and New Kingdoms, 
separated by times of relative instability, called Intermediate Periods. The height of ancient 
Egyptian power was reached in the New Kingdom, after which it slowly declined. After a 
series of invasions from foreign powers, it became a Roman province in 30 BC. The success of 
this ancient civilization was due in part to its ability to harness the Nile River for agriculture 
and other uses. It was an extraordinary civilization that developed skills, knowledge and 
techniques in many fields, leaving a lasting legacy.

Israel and Egypt shared a border in antiquity as they do today. This led to interaction and 
relationships between the peoples of the two lands. Although there are many references to 
the relationship between the two countries in the Bible, this is not the case in Egyptian texts 
of the time. The only mention of Israel in an Egyptian text is found on a stela, or stone slab, 
commemorating a military campaign by the pharaoh Merneptah who ruled from 1213 to 
1203 BC. This stela, dating from 1208 BC, contains the earliest reference to Israel outside the 
Bible. It boasts a list of the countries defeated in conflict, including Israel.

The pyramids of Giza – already ancient in biblical times.  
Credit: Ricardo Liberato, June 2006. Creative Commons.
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A complex relationship existed between Israel and Egypt. 
As described in the books of Genesis and Exodus, the 
Israelites spent about 400 years in Egypt as slaves, finally 
escaping when Moses led the people towards the Promised 
Land. However at various times in history Egypt was also 
a destination for the Israelites when they were forced to 
flee from oppression and seek refuge. Some examples of 
this include: Abram and Sarah who were escaping famine 
(Genesis 12: 10 – 20); a group fleeing from the Chaldeans (2 
Kings 25: 26); and the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 43: 5 – 7). 
The newborn Jesus and his family also escaped to Egypt 
because of Herod’s wrath (Matthew 2: 13 – 15). 

In biblical times Egypt can be seen as both an ally and 
an adversary, depending on the time period and the 
circumstances.

According to tradition Christianity in Egypt dates back 
to the first century AD, when the Apostle Mark brought 
the gospel to the country. The Patriachate of Alexandria 
was founded by Mark, with the succession of Patriachs of 

Alexandria remaining unbroken from that time to the present day. This makes the Egyptian 
Christian, or Coptic, Church one of the oldest Christian churches in existence.

By 300 AD the city of Alexandria was one of the great 
Christian centres of the world. However in the early years 
Christianity in Egypt had to contend with competing 
polytheistic religions of the Greco-Roman culture and the 
Hellenistic movement, as well as persecution from the 
Roman government. This changed with the conversion of 
the Emperor Constantine to Christianity in the early years 
of the fourth century. The history of Christianity in Egypt 
is a rich and complex story. It remains the second largest 
religion in Egypt today. Although a minority in Egypt, its 
Christian population is the largest in absolute numbers in 
the Middle East and North Africa.
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Statues of Ramesses II at Abu 
Simbel. He was a long-lived 
pharaoh who was mentioned 
in Bible texts.  Credit:  Steve 
F-E-Cameron, 2006.  Creative 
Commons.

A statue of Merneptah, the only 
pharaoh to make reference to Israel 
in ancient Egyptian texts. Credit: 
Louvre, Paris, Neithsabes 2007.  Public 
Domain.
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CLOTH IN BIBLICAL TIMES
Cloth is a fabric or textile woven from wool, flax, 
hair, silk or other fibre, to be used for clothing 
and other purposes. Through both Old and New 
Testaments the terms for the raw material, the 
woven fabric and the finished clothing or items 
are used interchangeably.  There are many 
references in the Bible to the types of material 
used for clothing, as well as dyeing agents and 
colours. Weaving, spinning and sewing are also 
referred to many times.

The oldest and most common textile of biblical 
times was wool, with sheep being raised mainly for 
milk and wool. A farmer would get enough wool for 
his family’s needs and could then sell the surplus on 
to others. The women of the home would both spin 
and weave the cloth required for the family’s use. 
A single fibre such as wool, goat’s hair or flax was 
too fragile and short to be of use, so the fibres were 
twisted together, or spun, to produce a yarn or thread 

of required thickness or length. The finest wool came from lambs, and all wool had to 
be cleaned and washed during the process of making cloth.

Goat’s hair, obtained from long-haired breeds and usually black, was cut, spun and 
woven into cloth. It was dense, waterproof material suitable for use in making tents 
and heavy outer clothing. It was the cloth worn by the poor. Another source of fibre 
was camel’s hair, similar in nature to goat’s hair. John the Baptist wore a coat of camel 
hair.

Linen was woven from flax thread and was often used for inner garments. The flax 
plant was harvested when almost fully grown and the stalk allowed to dry in the sun, 
then soaked in water. After drying it was beaten to separate the fibres which were 
spun into thread for weaving. Fine linen was greatly prized, and could be as fine as 
silk. Some was so sheer that it had a translucent effect. It was sometimes woven in a 
chevron pattern and pleated.

Although cotton was known in China and India from earliest times it did not feature 
as cloth in biblical Israel. Silk was reserved for very special occasions, although it 
became more common in Roman times. Silk cloth was used to wrap the holy rolls of 
the scriptures.

The flax plant in flower.  Credit: Peer 
Schilperoord, 2018. Creative Commons.
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After spinning and cleaning, woven cloth was dyed in a range of hues and tones, 
although much of the cloth produced did not go through this process, but retained 
its natural colours. There were no synthetic dyes available of course, with permanent 
colours being developed from a range of plant and animal sources, providing a 
surprising range. To give some examples: yellow dye was made from almond leaves 
and dried pomegranate skins, and black dye from the bark of the pomegranate 
tree. Red dye came from the roots of the madder plant, or from an insect. Blue was 
produced from the indigo flower. Various sea snails produced pigments ranging from 
purple to crimson. Enormous numbers of snails were needed for enough pigment to 
dye a garment such as a cloak a deep shade of purple, aptly named royal purple.

Although people 
of the country 
areas wove their 
own materials, in 
large cities such as 
Jerusalem, weavers 
and fullers, who 
cleaned the raw 
materials, and 
dyers all became 
established over 
time.

The discovery 
in 1949 of many 
remnants of ancient 
textiles in the cave of 
Ain Feshkha in the Jordan Valley, Palestine, has led to an increased understanding of 
these materials. Pieces of cloth made of wool, flax, hemp, linen and silk were found, 
and the techniques of ancient weaving were clearly seen in these remnants. The 
textiles had been used to wrap and pack a group of ancient manuscripts and scrolls. 
The find has been thoroughly documented.

Most of the materials used for the manufacture of cloth in biblical times are still 
widely used today, with such textiles as wool, linen and silk still very popular and 
preferred by many to the synthetic materials now available.
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The Ain Feshkha Cave Reserve, Jordan Valley, where remnants of ancient textiles were 
discovered. Credit: Mboesch, 2014. Creative Commons.
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PLANTS OF THE BIBLE

WHEAT
Wheat was the main field crop throughout biblical times. It was listed in the 
book of Deuteronomy 8: 8 as the first of a number of foods valued as being 
provided for the people of God. The fields in which wheat was grown were 
not irrigated and were dependent on the extremely unstable annual rainfall. 
This was sometimes so sparse that the fields were not able to produce their 
crops. There are many references to disastrous years of famine in the Bible. 
Egypt is spoken of as a place where there is abundant water for irrigation of 
crops, thus having the ability to provide grain for its neighbours afflicted by 
famine.

The forerunner of the two 
species of wheat abundantly 
cultivated in Israel and 
surrounding countries is wild 
wheat, Triticum dicoccoides, 
this species being native 
to Israel and neighbouring 
areas. Although it resembles 
the cultivated species, the 
mature ears of wheat are 
brittle and break easily into 
single spikelets, whereas the 
cultivated ears are tough and 
remain so through harvesting. 
This is very important for 
reaping. The characteristic 
was sought by ancient farmers until they found a special mutation of wheat that produced 
tough ears. This probably occurred about 8000 years ago in primitive villages of the Assyrian 
mountains, and possibly in the land of Israel as well.

The two species widely grown in Israel and surrounding countries in biblical times were 
durum wheat (Triticum durum) and emmer wheat (Triticum dicoccum). Durum wheat is still 
grown as the dominant field crop to produce bread flour in the warm-temperate countries 
as it was in the biblical period. Its grain is free, not hulled, is rich in gluten and produces 
excellent flour. It is also grown on a large scale in the Middle East and beyond as a source of 
semolina flour. As well as the making of bread, durum wheat was used in a range of other 
specific recipes and as a cereal offering to God. In addition to providing flour as an essential 
element of many offerings, wheat and its products had many other uses. Straw was used for 
fodder, bedding for animals, basketry and in the making of bricks. 

Wild wheat.  Credit: Wolfgang Sauber, 2009.  Creative Commons.
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There are almost three hundred references to bread in 
the Bible, although there is little detail about the baking 
process. It was flat bread, unlike the loaves we are 
accustomed to today. 

Emmer wheat was also widely grown in Israel and other 
near Eastern countries including Egypt from the seventh 
century BC. However it was greatly inferior to durum 
wheat due to its hulled grains. Hulled wheat grains 
contain an inedible hard hull that needs to be removed, 
and is not as easily threshed as free grains. Emmer wheat 
bore its own specific Hebrew name, and is mentioned 
only a few times in the Bible.

Wheat is a member of the Grass family. All the wheat 
species are annual, with culms or stems ending in an 
ear of spikelets along the central stalk. Each spikelet has 
from three to seven flowers of which only a few produce 
grains. These grains, the fruit of the wheat, contain a 
single seed with a minute embryo and a large amount 
of endosperm which stores starch and a smaller amount 
of protein; this produces flour. The coat or outer layer 
of the seeds is bran, which is used to feed cattle and 
poultry. There are many species of wheat used for crops 
in addition to durum and emmer wheat. In modern times 
world trade in wheat is greater than for all other crops 
combined. 

Wheat remains an important source of carbohydrates 
today. It is the leading source of vegetable protein in 
food, with a protein content of about 13%; this is high 
in comparison to other cereal crops, but the protein is 
relatively low in essential amino acids. 

In a small percentage of the population gluten, the major 
part of wheat protein, may trigger various conditions including coeliac disease and non-
coeliac gluten sensitivity, as well as other conditions.
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HYMNS – A SHORT HISTORY
The Apostle Paul writes: ‘Addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart.’ (Ephesians 5:19 ESV)

For two thousand years music has been one of 
the ways in which Christians have worshipped. 
Today it remains a central part of worship 
services, which may include traditional hymns or 
more contemporary songs.

The word ‘hymn’ comes from the Greek ‘hymnos’ 
meaning ‘a song of praise’. The singing or 
composition of hymns is termed ‘hymnody’. 
Through the long history of the church the 
singing of hymns has evolved, reflecting the 
major changes that have occurred within.  

Prior to the Reformation, in addition to the Psalms, 
the Gregorian chant or ‘plainsong’ developed in 
the Middle Ages. This was sung in Latin, usually 
by monastic choirs who were the only ones able 
to perform this style of singing. The Reformation 
brought about major change, with hymns written 
in the vernacular and being sung and understood 
by the congregation. The invention of the printing 
press around this time also ensured that the words 
and music of the hymns were available on a wide 
scale. The new hymns of the Reformation had a 
strictly scriptural basis, with metrical versions 
of the psalms also being introduced, making 
them easy to sing and understand. Martin Luther 
(1483 – 1546) was a fine musician as well as a 
theologian, and played a considerable part in the 
development of hymnody during this period of 
great change.

It was the non-conformist minister Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) who began the reform 
of congregational singing in England. Watts believed that the texts of hymns should 
express the religious feelings of the people. He wrote hundreds of new hymns that 

Martin Luther (1529) by Lucas Cranach the 
Elder.  Public Domain.

Statue of Isaac Watts in Abney Park Cemetery, 
London.  Credit: Stephencdickson 2015. 
Creative Commons.
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inspired people to sing with great faith and 
understanding, many of which are still sung 
today.

In the early 18th century at about the same time 
as Watts, John Wesley, who led the Methodist 
movement in England together with his brother 
Charles, brought about further changes in 
hymnody. Charles Wesley used simple rhythms 
and easily sung melodies to sing from the heart. 
Hymns were a central feature of Methodist 
worship, and congregations responded with 
great enthusiasm. Many of the hymns written by 
John and Charles Wesley are well-known and 
widely used in our churches today. The Anglican 
Church followed with a similar musical revival.

The publication in 1861 of ‘Hymns Ancient 
and Modern’ was an important collection that 
reflected the best of the many traditions of 
hymnody. It was incredibly well received at the 
time and has remained popular ever since; it is 
still in print today.

The ‘gospel’ hymns that emerged from the late 19th century onwards were a great 
influence on contemporary worship around the world. New approaches to hymnody 
have abounded through the 20th and into the 21st century. Modern tunes have 
been written to accompany traditional texts, and many contemporary hymns and 
songs have been written. The contemporary services of many churches today reflect 
changing musical styles and accompaniments, where the traditional pipe organ has 
been replaced by instrumental bands and ‘lead singers’ have replaced choirs, as 
modes of worship have diversified.

Whether hymns and songs are traditional or contemporary, our worship services 
continue to bring us together and enrich our spiritual journey through music and 
singing.
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 Charles Wesley by John Russell.  Public Domain.
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WILLIAM LOCKHART MORTON – 
FATHER AND SON

Both William Lockhart Morton and his 
son, Rev. William Lockhart Morton, made 
significant and enduring contributions 
to the Australian community. Morton the 
elder was a pastoralist, explorer, naturalist 
and inventor; his son was a Presbyterian 
minister who had several charges across 
Victoria, began rescue work with homeless 
men, and was later the first principal of a 
missionary training college in Adelaide. Miss 
Elizabeth Fearon, a much loved member of 
Scots’ Church who died some years ago, 
was a descendant of the Morton family.

William Lockhart Morton the elder was born in 
Lanarkshire, Scotland in 1820. His studies in engineering at the University of Glasgow 
were curtailed, and he migrated to Port Phillip in 1841. He took on various types of 
work, with one of his first inventions during this time being a dip for dressing scab 
in sheep. In 1845 Morton took a position as manager at Sutton Grange station east of 
Mount Alexander in Central Victoria, later moving on to properties at Morton Plains 
near Birchip, then to Kyneton and other regions of country Victoria before returning 
to Melbourne. While at Morton Plains he invented a swing gate for drafting sheep. 
Although his claims to having invented this were subsequently challenged by other 
pastoralists, a parliamentary enquiry in 1886 confirmed that Morton was the inventor 
of both the sheep dip and the swing gate.

By the late 1850s Morton was in Queensland investigating the pastoral potential of 
land and exploring country north of Rockhampton. He returned to Victoria in 1861 
where he travelled through the Mallee and Wimmera in search of pastures and 
water. During this time he also made natural history observations of Mallee fowl and 
collected botanical specimens which he gave to naturalist Baron Ferdinand von 
Mueller. Morton journeyed through East Gippsland and the south-eastern corner of 
New South Wales in 1867, again collecting botanical specimens that were passed on 
to von Mueller.

Morton’s pastoral interests continued into his later years, although some ventures 
were not successful. Sadly one of these resulted in defeat by drought, and two sons 
who had joined him both died of rheumatic fever. Although he suffered tragedy 

William Lockhart Morton the elder in 1872. 
Credit: Thomas Foster Chuck photographer. 
State Library of Victoria.
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and bankruptcy, Morton retained his interest in the 
development of Australia. In 1886 he moved to Belair, 
near Adelaide to live with his son, the Rev. W. Lockhart 
Morton. He died in 1898, survived by only one of his 
four sons and his wife, Mary Anne née Stone, whom he 
had married in 1849.

William Lockhart Morton, the son, grew up in the 
Anglican tradition as his mother was a member of 
the Church of England. Later the family moved to the 
Presbyterian Church, where his father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather had been elders in the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland. After being licenced by the 
Melbourne Presbytery his first charge was at Scots 
Church Dandenong. After two years there he moved to 
Camperdown for five years, then to a charge at Ballarat, 
where he spent six years. In Ballarat he ministered to 

a congregation of over 400 members and a large Sunday school. It was at this time 
he was surprised to find numbers of well-educated men sleeping under sheds or 
in the shade of trees due to problems with alcohol and he was inspired to begin 
rescue work. He took a little cottage, inviting men to stay without charge. Relying on 
voluntary contributions he took additional houses until there were over 40 men living 
in them. He accepted a call to the Malvern Presbyterian Church where he remained 
for four years, while still maintaining his rescue work which he relinquished after 18 
years. Although he remained a minister, he did not accept another pastoral charge 
and received no salary.  

The next move for Morton 
was to South Australia. He 
had previously visited Belair 
Inebriates Retreat in 1883, 
and in 1893 he returned there 
to take charge, renaming it 
Hope Lodge. However his 
main interest at this stage was 
the theological training of 
missionaries. Both men and 
women were housed at Hope 
Lodge until the women went to 
a training college at Kensington 

The Rev. W. Lockhart Morton.  
Credit: Australian and New Zealand 
Missionary Homes, Australian 
National University 2014.

Hope Lodge,  built in 1883 Morton’s refuge for homeless men and for 
training missionaries in the late 19th century, now Retreat House, 
Belair. Credit:  denisbin 2013, Creative Commons.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  A u g u s t  2 0 2 0

P A G E  2 5

and the men to Angas College, 
where Morton was later 
appointed the first principal.

The college had previously been 
a school, Whinham College, but 
on closing it had been placed in 
the hands of trustees to become 
an international missionary 
training school, and renamed 
Angas College. Missionaries 
were sent out to China, Africa, 
India and South America. The 
only support for the college 
came from donations. Morton 
received no salary, and no 
tuition or boarding fees were 
ever charged. In 1916 the army 
took over the property for 
use as a repatriation hospital. 
Following World War I Angas 
College did not continue due 
to lack of students. The property 
was purchased by the Lutheran 
Church in 1922, and remains a 
Lutheran College today.

Morton returned to Melbourne 
in 1920, where he continued his work. He wrote a book about his rescue work titled 
‘Drifting Wreckage’ which was published in London and widely circulated. Ill-health 
compelled him to retire after a lifetime of service to the Presbyterian Church and the 
wider community. He died in Melbourne in August 1928.
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The Lutheran College, North Adelaide, built in 1872, previously Angas 
College for training missionaries.  Credit: denisbin 2015, Creative 
Commons.
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THE BIG HYMN SING 2020
The Big Hymn Sing 2020 was launched at 2.00 pm on Sunday 21st June, on 
YouTube. This wonderful program of well-known and much-loved hymns was 
sung by members of the Scots’ Church Choir and recorded in Scots’ Church, 
in accordance with current restrictions imposed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Rev. Philip Court, our Interim Moderator, presented the hymns, including some 
most interesting insights into stories behind several hymns. Douglas Lawrence AM 
was the conductor, with Dr. Robin Batterham AO at the Rieger organ. Choir member 
Vaughan McAlley arranged several items. The choir members who sang at the Big 
Hymn Sing were: sopranos: Amelia Jones, Felicity Young and Ailsa Webb; altos: 
Elizabeth Anderson and Leonie Tonkin; tenors: Will Carr, Matt Bennett and Oliver 
Crofts who was also the clarinettist; and basses Oliver Mann, Mitchell Relf and Jerzy 
Koslowski.

The beautiful words and stirring music of the hymns lifted the heart and soul, and the 
text across the screen ensured that those enjoying the music could sing along! The 
program has already been watched by hundreds of people, and will continue to be 
enjoyed by many more, with a link available on the Scots’ Church website. The link:  
https://www.scotschuch.com/big-hymn-sing

Our heartfelt thanks to all who made this wonderful Big Hymn Sing possible!  Our 
thanks also to NBS Productions Pty Ltd for the photos of the choir.

 The Scots’ Church choir sings, directed by Douglas Lawrence AM.
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 Lois and Gordon Taylor joined in the singing.Rae Anstee and Jisca Ekkel thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
program.

Choir members from left: Amelia Jones, Felicity Young  
and Ailsa Webb. 

The Rev. Phil Court led the service and 
introduced the hymns.

Choir tenor Oliver Crofts also played the clarinet. Choir bass Oliver Mann. 
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FROM THE HISTORY  
OF SCOTS’ CHURCH

TRANSITION, 1975 - 2000
A period of transition between 1975 and 
2000 in a number of spheres is the subject of 
Chapter 13 of our history, ‘The Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 1913’ by 
Rowland S. Ward. 

The chapter begins at a time when the Uniting 
Church was in the process of development, and 
the continuing Presbyterian Church of Victoria 
began to plan for the future. The Rev. Ray Russell 
was appointed convener of the committee 
established to this end, while continuing his duties 
as minister at Scots’ during the vacancy following 
the resignation of the Rev. Gordon Powell. The Rev. 
Dr. Malcom Mackay was appointed to assist Russell 
over this time.

The Rev. Dr. Max Putnam, a Canadian, was inducted as the next senior minister in 
August 1976. At a service one week following the inauguration of the Uniting Church 
on 19th June 1977 the Scots’ Church elders renewed their vows and members of the 
congregation reaffirmed their faith. There were changes in the congregation over the 
next period as some joined Scots’ and others moved elsewhere.

The state funeral for Sir Robert Menzies took place at Scots’ Church on 19th May 1978. 
Dr. Putnam returned to Canada just a few months later and Scots’ again entered a 
period of vacancy. The Rev. Norman Pritchard came from Scotland as the next senior 
minister in October 1979.

Arrangements for Scotch College and the Presbyterian Ladies’ College following 
Church Union were fraught with challenges, with a description of the process of 
resolution being described in this chapter.

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was in Melbourne to attend a Commonwealth meeting 
in 1981, and attended the morning worship service on 27th September. 

The chapter includes an interesting discussion about ecumenism and the changes 
seen in approaches to this over the period of Pritchard’s ministry. 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at Scots’ 
Church in September 1981, with Rev. 
Norman Pritchard (left) and elder Bob 
Dewar.  Credit: Bob Dewar, Scots’ Church 
Archives.
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Further topics covered as the chapter on transition 
continues include: an update on changes to the 
Presbyterian and Scots’ Church Joint Mission over 
this period; the early days of the proposal for a 
new pipe organ; and changes in the ministry of 
women in the Presbyterian Church, including 
the origins of the Burning Bush Society. This was 
followed by a discussion on the authority of the 
scriptures, and some of the broader issues faced 
by the Presbyterian Church at this time.

Following the resignation of Pritchard in 1996, 
when he accepted a call to the Kirk in the Hills, 
Michigan, the Rev. Jack Pilgrim was inducted 
as senior minister in November 1996, having 
previously been minister for Church Growth and 
Pastoral Care. The Rev. Peter Stockman and Rev. 
John V. Gardner were appointed assistant ministers.  
Sadly the Rev. Pilgrim died in April 1998 after a 
serious illness.

The chapter concludes with a description of the instigation of the annual Ecumenical 
Walk on Good Friday in 2000, which has continued to the present.

Reference:
Ward, Rowland S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 2014.

The Rev. Jack Pilgrim.  Credit: Jenny Pilgrim.

Secret Message: Kingdom of God
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In Memoriam
Egbert Ekkel

15th May 1931 – 20th May 2020
Egbert Ekkel, known as Bert, was born and 
grew up in Rotterdam in the Netherlands. 
He retained vivid memories of World War II 
throughout his life. The city was extensively 
damaged by bombing, and he remembered the 
cold and hunger they suffered through those 
years and beyond. After leaving school, Bert 
trained as a television technician and, after 
qualifying, decided to migrate to Australia 
with his brother rather than being drafted 
into the army. On their arrival at Station Pier, 
Melbourne, they were met by a minister of the 
Free Presbyterian Church, who looked after 
them and ensured they had accommodation. 
They felt obliged to attend his church, but with 
no organ to provide music, and no celebrations 
such as Christmas, they found it difficult to 
settle there. Together with Dutch friends 
they had met after their arrival in Australia, 

they joined the Reformed Churches of Australia, established in 1951 by Dutch 
migrants. Services were held at Baptist Church House in Albert Street, East 
Melbourne, at first. This also provided social opportunities for Dutch migrants 
to meet.  Bert’s parents followed two years later. 

On his arrival, Bert secured a job with Philips, staying with them until 1956, when 
television came to Australia and he joined Brash’s, becoming their first television 
technician ‘on the road’.  He continued to work for Brash’s for many years, then 
changed the direction of his career to selling professional cameras to hospitals and 
other places. This allowed him to combine his technical knowledge and expertise 
with his love of photography.

Bert and Jisca met at the Reformed Churches, and were subsequently married by 
a minister of that Church at the East Malvern Presbyterian Church. They rented a 
house in Nunawading for a short time, then moved to their permanent home, staying 
in Nunawading. Bert and Jisca had four children – two boys, Ron and Greg, and two 
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girls, Mariska and Michelle – all happily married. They were also proud of their ten 
grandchildren.

Bert became interested in the work of the Christian Blind Mission (CBM) at Box 
Hill, where he worked as a volunteer for ten years, transferring tapes on to the more 
modern CDs and DVDs, for distribution through the work of the Mission. In later years 
he, together with Jisca, maintained a keen interest in the work of CBM.

Bert and Jisca attended the Reformed Churches of Australia, at Box Hill, where they 
were actively involved as members, until about fifteen years ago, when they felt it 
was time to move on. They decided to try Scots’ Church as they had attended music 
programs there over the years. They really appreciated the friendliness of the people 
at Scots’, especially before services and at morning tea afterwards, and they made 
Scots’ their church. Bert and Jisca became active members of the Scots’ Outreach 
Committee.

After suffering a serious stroke some years ago, with Jisca’s assistance and 
encouragement, Bert continued to pursue his interests as far as possible. They both 
remained members of the Outreach Committee. As Bert’s health deteriorated, Jisca 
continued to care for him at home for as long as she could. When this was no longer 
an option, Bert became a resident at Overbeek Lodge, Kilsyth, where Jisca continued 
to visit him almost daily. They both continued to be supported by their wonderful 
family. Over the past few months Bert struggled with worsening health, and died 
peacefully surrounded by his family on 20th May 2020.

A graveside thanksgiving service for Bert’s life was conducted by the Rev. Philip Court 
at Lilydale Cemetery on 25th May. Due to restrictions on funeral services imposed due 
to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the service was attended by the family and was 
livestreamed to Bert’s extended family and friends.

Our deepest sympathy is offered to Jisca, Ron, Greg, Mariska and Michelle and their 
families, to Bert and Jisca’s wider family and to their many friends.

CHRISTIAN BLIND MISSION
The Christian Blind Mission (CBM) was the vision of German Pastor Ernst Christoffel, who 
visited Turkey in 1908 and was overwhelmed by the desperate hardship of people living 
in extreme poverty, including those with a disability and orphaned children. The CBM has 
now become a global force for change, reaching people across the globe through its 12 
member associations and partners.
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In Memoriam
Allison Hurse

7 June 1942 – 4 June 2020
Allison passed away on 4 June 2020 at her 
home in Flemington, aged 77 years.

Allison was a long-standing and much-
loved member of St. Stephen’s Presbyterian 
Church, Flemington. She was faithful in 
attendance and service, being a member 
of the Board of Management and Assistant 
to the Treasurer. Preparing the elements 
for holy communion was a special act of 
service that she loved to undertake. Allison 
loved to tend the flower beds and water her 
beloved petunias and pansies surrounding 
the church. 

Her training in Microbiology and sharp mind was valued by her St. Stephen’s friends. 
Her brother, Alan, said of her in the eulogy that ‘although sometimes sensitive to, and 
hurt by what she thought was unfair dealing, she could be determined and was never 
any pushover, retaining all her life a strong streak of independence which would 
assert itself when she felt threatened by circumstances. Rational and analytical, and 
with an aversion to humbug, she could also be kind, very loyal, and had feelings 
for those not so well off as herself. Apart from being involved in the activities of the 
church, she also derived a lot of personal satisfaction from helping those she thought 
were getting a raw deal’.

Allison was a committed volunteer in the weekly combined Fleming-Kensington 
churches Monday lunches for disadvantaged local community members, held at the 
local St. Brendan’s hall. She was very involved in ecumenical activities such as the 
Easter Walk of the Cross. As well as St Stephen’s, she had many friends in other local 
churches, in the local community and among her neighbours in Brighton Street. 

Allison’s unexpected passing leaves a large gap in our congregation at St. Stephen’s. 

Bob and Yvonne Farquharson
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THE VALLEY OF THE SAINTS
Some 1500 years ago priests and monks from Great Britain arrived on the coast 
of Brittany, a cultural region in the north-west of France. Between the fourth 
and ninth centuries thousands of migrants also left the Celtic lands of Cornwall, 
Wales, Ireland and Scotland to move to Brittany. At that time in the Church, all 
the faithful were called to be holy and there was no centralized canonization 
procedure for the approval of saints. Thus the main ‘saints’ of Brittany were 
monks and other members of the semi-monastic clergy who arrived there from 
the beginning of the sixth century. They were given the title of ‘saint’ as religious 
leaders who supervised the migrants who came across the English Channel 
then and for many years after, and who evangelised the region. According to 
legend Brittany has more than 700 saints, although some estimate the number 
to be much greater. The legacy of the monks is still visible in the region, where 
many churches, chapels and schools bear the names of these saints.

The Valley of the Saints was the vision of Breton philosopher Philippe Abjean, who 
began the project in 2008, in order to preserve the rich Catholic heritage of the region. 
His goal was to create a ‘Breton Easter Island’, honouring the collective memory of 
Brittany, through the installation of statues of Breton saints. The site of the Valley of the 
Saints is located in Carnoët, in the Côtes d’Amor, in the heart of Brittany. The sculptures 
stand in a natural setting at an altitude of about 230 metres, where the Valley of the 
Saints provides a glorious panoramic view of central Brittany. The site includes a 
feudal moat and a 16th century chapel classified as an historical monument, as well 
as the giant statues.

Saint Tudwal, Valley of the Saints. Credit: Serve Louvel, 2014. Creative Commons.
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The project was initiated by Abjean with two 
other people in July 2008. Among the first 
statues created were the seven ‘founding’ 
saints of Brittany, all built in the early years 
of the project.   Each statue is carved from a 
slab of Breton granite and stands up to three 
or four metres high. Every statue has its own 
particular style, with sculptures ranging from 
realistic to completely abstract.

In 2015 there were already 50 statues in 
place, with the 100th statue being erected 
on site in 2018, just ten years after the project 
commenced. The 100th statue, representing 
Saint Piran, a Cornish abbot and saint, was 

fashioned near Falmouth, Cornwall, by Cornish man David Paton and Breton Stéphane 
Rouget, who worked on a block of granite from the Carnsew quarry Cornwall, 
which produces a beautiful stone of silver grey veined with brown. Saint Piran was 
represented with a millstone around his neck with which, according to legend, he 
had been thrown into the sea by jealous local pagans who resented his powers of 
healing. When he reached the water the millstone returned to the surface as if made 
of cork. A Breton sailor’s proverb was carved on the millstone of the statue: ‘Oh God, 
my boat is so small and the ocean so big’. After the five-ton statue was completed it 
was placed on a boat and transferred across to Brittany for its installation in the Valley 
of the Saints, which took place in July 2018. On 5th March each year Cornish people 
still celebrate Piran as their national saint of peace, with his flag of a pure white cross 
on a black background.

With new giant granite sculptures being constantly added to the collection, the goal 
is to reach 1000 statues by the end of the century.

The Valley of the Saints is funded by charitable donations which, although sparse 
when the project first began, have grown as the Valley has become more well-known 
and an attraction for visitors. Sponsors of statues include individuals, businesses and 
associations. Access to the site is free. An official guide book is available with a plan 
of the site and location of saints, and it is also possible to book a guided visit.

References:
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 Blocks of granite awaiting carving into statues 
of saints. Credit: Moreau.henri, 2013. Creative 
Commons.
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NORM CONRADI
Norm was adopted from the Greyhound 
Adoption Program. At first he was extremely 
timid and it certainly took time for him to 
settle in. Noise upsets him and when the 
garbage trucks are out Norm wants to go 
home. He never raced and we think the noise 
contributed, but are very happy he failed.

He now is in charge of our home telling us time for his walks morning and afternoon 
and when to serve his meals.  He loves his bed and when he wants ‘time out’ there 
you find him.

On the walks he meets up with his friends and in the afternoon he goes by car to 
parks where there are rabbits; he thinks he chases them but the rabbit goes one way 
and Norm the other.

When the coffee machine goes on Norm comes looking for his milk and a biscuit.

Dennis and Margaret Conradi
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TRAVELLERS AID AUSTRALIA
Travellers Aid Australia has a history of assisting travellers in need reaching 
back further than a century. Its stated vision: ‘A society where people with 
mobility challenges are treated with dignity and respect, being able to lead full 
and rich lives with confidence.’ This is reflected in its mission: ‘Empowering 
people with travel related challenges to connect, engage and participate within 
their communities through the use of public transport.’ (About Us – Travellers 
Aid Australia). This service operates from Southern Cross and Flinders Street 
stations in Melbourne, and from Seymour railway station in regional Victoria.

The first Travellers Aid Society of Victoria was formed in July 1916 by a multi-
denominational group of women, led by volunteers of the Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA). With World War I in progress and men joining the armed forces 
and being posted overseas, women and girls were travelling on their own, some to 
join the workforce and coming to Melbourne for the first time. They were met by 
volunteers, who also began to meet boats arriving at Station Pier, Port Melbourne. A 
Travellers Aid hostel was built in 1921, and rest rooms erected at both the stations and 
the pier. 

The work of Travellers Aid continued through the 1920s and 1930s, and through 
World War II a huge demand for its services was again experienced. Following the 

Flinders Street Station, one site from which Travellers Aid operates. Credit: Donaldytong, 2008.  Public Domain
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war, Travellers Aid took on the role of greeting and accommodating newly arrived 
migrants, and housing families on their way to rural reception centres.

By 1960 the number of migrants arriving at Station Pier had diminished, with the focus 
shifting to supporting young Asian students arriving in Australia under the Colombo 
Plan. Once again the hostel became an important source of accommodation.

Travellers Aid diversified and began to include men from 1977, providing financial 
assistance and other referral services. The Travellers Aid Disability Service opened 
in 1989 to provide support for people with disabilities, allowing them to make use of 
many resources in the heart of Melbourne.

The Melbourne Mobility Centre, set up on behalf of the City of Melbourne, has been 
operated by Travellers Aid Australia from 2005. A year later the service at Southern 
Cross station moved to new purpose-built facilities with extended opening hours. In 
2008 the construction of a Travellers Aid facility at Flinders Street station saw the 
service once again established there. The Seymour station service opened in 2014. 

This wonderful organisation continues to provide a range of services including 
Travellers Aid lounges at both Southern Cross and Flinders Street stations. Services 
include a buggy service to assist in moving around the stations; accessible toilets and 
qualified carers to assist; a companion service to help in keeping appointments; meals 
assistance for people with disabilities; mobility equipment hire; emergency relief for 
travellers; and a program providing travel passes for disadvantaged secondary school 
students. 

The organisation is guided by a volunteer Board of Directors who ensure strong and 
transparent governance. The workforce consists of 75% dedicated volunteers and 25% 
committed staff, all working to meet the needs of people with travel-related challenges.

Mrs Dorothy Hobson BEM, one of our members who died in 2012, was involved with 
Travellers Aid for many years. In 1968 she was appointed to the General Committee 
of the Travellers’ Aid Society, a position she held for 22 years. During this time Dorothy 
actively promoted the valuable welfare and support role undertaken by the Society.  
She remained an Honorary Advisor to the Board, and was awarded Life Membership 
of the Society by Mrs. Lynne Landy, at the Annual General Meeting of 2003.

Travellers Aid continues to operate during the current pandemic, ensuring that 
appropriate measures are in place to keep both staff and those using the service safe. 
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AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST CHURCH
The historic Ebenezer Church, 
situated on the banks of 
the Hawkesbury River in 
Coromandel Road, Ebenezer, 
New South Wales, is the oldest 
standing church in Australia. 
It was not the first church 
built here; this was St. Philip’s 
Anglican Church, erected by 
the orders of the first chaplain 
in the colony, the Rev. Richard 
Johnson, in 1793, using convict 
labour, just five years after the 
arrival of the First Fleet. The 
church, of wattle and daub construction, was destroyed by convicts in 1798 
and rebuilt twice after that. The present St. Philip’s was built in the mid-19th 
century. The Ebenezer Church was built between 1809 and 1823. It was the first 
Presbyterian Church in the colony, and is Australia’s oldest functioning church 
building (now part of the Uniting Church).

The Ebenezer Church was established following the arrival of eight families on 
board the ‘Coromandel’ in 1802. They settled together at Portland Head (later named 
Ebenezer), on the Hawkesbury River about 69 kilometres northwest of Sydney, in early 
1803. They were joined by seven other families, and together they met regularly for 
services on Ebenezer Mount or in the homes of settlers, led by James Mein, one of 
the group. Although they were of several denominations, they worshipped as one 
congregation. A tree under which outdoor services were held from 1803 until the 
church was ready for use in 1809, still stands today. 

The families were a mix of Scottish and English ‘non-conformists’ who had chosen 
to relinquish any connection with the Church of England, the official church of the 
land. In doing so they were deemed to be second-class citizens, barred from a range 
of positions in society and from attending university. They were offered berths on a 
convict ship and chose to take up this offer in order to be able to worship in peace 
here.

At a special meeting in 1808 each family in the settlement pledged itself to the building 
of a church and school. The total cost of building was covered through voluntary 
subscriptions, with no assistance or labour from the government. The four acres 

The original St. Philip’s Anglican Church Sydney, constructed of 
wattle and daub in 1793 and destroyed by convicts five years later. 
Credit: ‘All things Written’, source unknown.
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(1.6 hectares) of land on which the church 
was built was donated by Owen Cavanough, 
a pioneer of the area. Another settler, 
Andrew Johnston, designed the building and 
supervised its construction. It was built in 1809 
using local sandstone, hardwood and cedar 
wood. The building was originally divided into 
two rooms, one used for worship services and 
the other for the school. Commencing in 1810, 
the school remained open, operating out of the 
church, until 1887 when a new public school 
opened in the area. This was destroyed by fire 
soon afterwards, and the school returned to 
the church until the present public school 
opened in 1902.

The Ebenezer Church was formally 
established as Presbyterian in 1824. The first 
service conducted by an ordained minister 
was presided over by the Rev. John Dunmore 
Lang of Sydney. The service was conducted in 
the Presbyterian tradition and included the 
sacrament of Holy Communion. There were 
twenty communicants. The first ordained 

 The tree under which some services were held at 
Ebenezer from 1803 until the church was erected 
in 1809. Credit: Gnangarra, 13th May 2012. 
Creative Commons.

A view of Ebenezer Church (left),  the schoolmaster’s house (right) and the cemetery;  the graves in the foreground are 
the oldest on the site.   Credit: Gnangarra, 13th May 2012. Creative Commons.
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minister inducted to the charge 
was the Rev. John McGarvie who 
agreed to come to the colony from 
Scotland in 1825. Prior to this James 
Mein and other itinerant preachers 
had led the services.

The church building is a very simple 
structure, typical of the architecture 
of Scottish Presbyterian churches 
of the time. Heavy sandstone blocks 
were used to construct walls and 
gables, and the pitched roof was 
made of slate. The porch was added 
in 1926, and was of appropriate 
size and texture. In 1959 there were 

extensive repairs to the building and a vestry was erected nearby. The church was 
added to the New South Wales State Heritage Register on 2nd April 1999.

The schoolmaster’s residence, built in 1817, is of the same heavy stone construction 
as the church. It has seen some changes with the subsequent addition of an annexe. 
These days it houses a small museum of photos and furniture, and is also used to 
serve Devonshire teas to visitors.

As the first Presbyterian Church in Australia and the oldest church still in use here, 
Ebenezer Church has a unique place in the history of the Christian faith in early 
colonial Australia. Many of the families of the current congregation are descendants 
of the original settlers in the area. The church, with its simplicity and sturdiness, is seen 
as a manifestation of the customs and way of life of the early Scottish Presbyterian 
settlers. The biblical word ‘Ebenezer’ means “ ‘Till now the Lord has helped us”, or 
“Stone of Help”, (1 Samuel 7:12). Now part of the Uniting Church, Ebenezer and Scots 
Church in Pitt Town make up the Uniting Church Parish of Ebenezer Pitt Town, with 
active congregations who welcome visitors.
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Ebenezer Church. Credit: Peter Gaylard, 23rd January 2010, 
uploaded by berichard. Creative Commons.
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Help the children find some books to read with their friends.

Amazing Maze

for 
kids

Word search
Matthew Chapter 6
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions..

(Solution on page 29)

The words to find ...
Anxious

Faith
Forgive
Gentiles
Gloomy

Heart
Heaven
Money
Prayer

Reward
Righteousness

Secret
Sufficient
Treasures
Troublewww.WordSearchMaker.com
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Biblical Crossword
Matthew Chapter 6
Solution on page 29

Across
2. What should you not look 
 when fasting?
4. Where should you lay up 
 treasures?
5. When giving to the needy, 
 do not sound a 
 ______________ .
8. Do not be anxious about 
 your ____________ .
10. What is sufficient for the day?
13. Do not practise 
 _______________ in order 
 to be seen.

Down
1. Do not use empty phrases 
 like which people?
3. You cannot serve God and 
 what else?
6. No one can serve two 
 ______________ .
7. Pray to God in 
 ____________ .
9. Where should you go to 
 pray? (2 words)
11. What do hypocrites seek 
 from others?
12. What will also be with your 
 treasure?
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