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Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com
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The Scots’ church, Melbourne
The First Presbyterian Church in Victoria – Founded 1838

Locations The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, 77 Russell St (cnr Collins St), Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Werner Brodbeck Hall, Grnd Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 Assembly Hall Building, Robert White Hall, 1st Flr, 156 Collins St, Melbourne
 St Stephens Church, Flemington and Kensington, 26 Norwood St, Flemington

Worship Sun:  10.00 am Service, St Stephen’s Church

  10.30 am Indonesian Service (www.icc-melbourne.org),
  Werner Brodbeck Hall

  11.00 am Traditional Service, The Scots’ Church

  5.00 pm Engage City Church Contemp. Service, Robert White Hall
  (Crèche and Sunday school are available during all Sunday services.)

 Tue:  7.00 pm City Bible Study (CBS), Robert White Hall

 Wed:  1.00 pm Service, The Scots’ Church

 Thu:  1.00 pm Lunchtime Worship and Meeting, Werner Brodbeck Hall

 (Prayer requests may be given to the church office during office hours, or to 
 any duty manager at any service.)

Meetings Sun:  9.15 am Choir practice

 Wed:  10.30 am PWMU (second Wednesday)
  7.30 pm  Kirk Session (first Wednesday
  7.30 pm Board of Management (fourth Wednesday, quarterly)

Directory
Interim Moderator   Rev. P. Court  9650 9903
Minister, Central Business District Rev. R.O’Brien 9650 9903
Minister, St Stephen’s, Flemington Mr. A. Wong 9376 3777
Minister, Indonesian Congregation Rev. C. Tirtha 9650 9903
Director of Music   Mr D. Lawrence AM 9650 9903
Assistant Organist   Ms R.A. Polo 9650 9903
Organist Emeritus   Mr R. Batterham AO -
Session Clerk    Mr P. Armstrong 9650 9903
Chair, Scots’ Church Properties Trust Mr P. Kerss   9650 9903 
Honorary Treasurer, Board of Management Mr J. Nuske FCPA 9650 9903
Honorary Secretary, Board of Management Dr D. Sherman 9650 9903
Convenor, Pastoral Care  Mr D. Gibb 9650 9903
Convener, Planned Giving  Mr. W. Truong 9650 9903
Convenor, Christian Education  Mr G. Harris 9650 9903
Superintendent, Sunday School Mrs D. Sherman 9650 9903
Administrator    Mr S. Ruddock 9650 9903
Assistant Administrator  Mr J. North 9650 9903
Accountant    Mr M. Hirst 9650 9903
Ministers’ Secretary   Mrs W. Gregory 9650 9903
Building Officer   Mr R. Holt 9650 9903
Welcome Desk Attendant  Mr K. Bowden 9650 9903
Editor, The Leaflet   Miss R. Strother 9650 9903



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  J u n e  2 0 2 0

P A G E  C

A0538 Scots Leaflet Dec16 text printready.indd   forei 25/11/2016   7:35:27 AM

Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

A0538 Scots Leaflet Dec16 text printready.indd   forei 25/11/2016   7:35:27 AM

Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

A0538 Scots Leaflet Dec16 text printready.indd   forei 25/11/2016   7:35:27 AM

Welcome to The Scots’ Church, Melbourne,
and this edition of our bi-monthly newsletter,

The Leaflet
The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us.

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of 
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

A0538 Scots Leaflet Dec16 text printready.indd   forei 25/11/2016   7:35:27 AM

 

The Scots’ Church Melbourne is a diverse and eclectic body of God’s people 
who come together each week to worship God in a variety of styles and 
settings.

Beyond our weekly gatherings, we seek to love and serve the Lord by being 
faithful in our devotion to the Word of God, caring in our fellowship with one 
another and visitors, and generous in our outreach to the communities in 
which God has placed us. 

We would be delighted to meet you at any of our church services or at any of  
our other public meetings and functions.

If you want to know more about the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church, 
Scots’ Church or the range of activities and ministries that we’re involved in, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us:

1st Floor, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Vic, 3000

Tel: (03) 9650 9903 / 9650 9904
Fax: (03) 9654 3982

Email: admin@scotschurch.com
Web: www.scotschurch.com

Cover image: Detail of ‘The Teachings of Jesus’, stained glass window  
by Ferguson and Urie of Melbourne, above the gallery at the rear of Scots’ Church.  

The artist was David Relph Drape.
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Dear friends

This morning, my daily lectionary offered up a passage 
from the Apostle Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.  
One verse in particular jumped out at me:

But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a 
short time, in person not in heart, we endeavoured the 
more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to 
face.  (1 Thess. 2:17, ESV)

Across 21 centuries, the words of the Apostle speak afresh into our time of social 
distancing, and restrictions on social gatherings.  His eager desire to be up close and 
personal within the fellowship of the Thessalonian church expresses the longings 
many of us share in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic.

The Bible, being nothing less than the inspired Word of God, is like that.  If we read it 
with the eyes of faith, it invariably speaks truth, wisdom, rebuke, encouragement, hope 
and comfort into the here-and-now of our life’s journey.  No wonder our elders and 
ministers affirm, in their ordination vows, their belief that the Holy Scriptures are “the 
only rule of faith and practice.”

Of course, we have the blessings of modern information technology undreamt of 
by First Century Paul.  After a fashion, most of us can see each other “face to face”, 
despite physical isolation.  But it is a poor substitute for the real thing.  And most of 
us can access any amount of online worship services, hymns, sermons, prayers and 
Bible readings.  But it’s not the same as physically gathering in worship and fellowship.

As I write (7 May), I have no clear idea what level of restrictions we will be living with 
when you read this.  We may already be permitted to gather again in public worship.  If 
so, God be praised!  On the other hand, the infection rate may be going the wrong way 
again, with even tighter restrictions needed.  Or we may be somewhere in between.  

Wherever we are at, when you get to read this, do not forget that feeling of deep 
longing to be reunited as a physical body of believers – a living, breathing, up-close-
and-personal manifestation of the body of Christ our Lord.  It is a desire that points to 
our ultimate destiny in our consummated union with Christ when we will, at last, see 
him “face to face.”

Rev Philip Court
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Let the Apostle Paul have the last word on this, and may his words to his Thessalonian 
brothers and sisters in Christ also express what is truly within our hearts, too:

For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his 
coming?  Is it not you?  For you are our glory and joy.  (1 Thess. 2:19)

Philip

THESSALONICA
Thessalonica (also known as 
Thessaloniki or Salonica) has a 
long history dating back to 315 
BC, when it was founded by the 
Macedonian King Cassander, and 
named after his wife Thessalonike, 
a half-sister of Alexander the Great. 
It developed rapidly, and had built 
protective city walls as early as the 
second century BC.

Following the fall of the Kingdom of Macedon in 168 BC Thessalonica became a city 
of the Roman Republic. In 146 BC it was made the capital and major port of the whole 
Roman province of Macedon. Following the Battle of Philippi it became a free city in 42 
BC.

By about 50 AD Thessalonica had become one of the early centres of Christianity. Paul 
the Apostle visited the city on his second missionary journey. He had been at Philippi 
and travelled there by the Egnatian Way. He visited the city’s synagogue where he 
preached for three successive Sabbaths, basing his message on prophecies contained 
in the scriptures of the Old Testament. Some Jews were converted, together with many 
Gentiles including women of high social standing. However his success made many Jews 
jealous and Paul had to flee, first to Berea and then on further as the pursuit continued. 
He went on to Athens. It is almost certain that Paul returned to Thessalonica on his third 
missionary journey, and possibly several more times after this.

Paul wrote two letters to the church at Thessalonica, The First and Second Letters of Paul 
to the Thessalonians. There is wide consensus that these are believed to be the first of 
Paul’s epistles written by him and contained in the New Testament. They were addressed 
to a strong and flourishing church composed of Gentiles rather than Jews.
References:
Bible Places: Thessalonica. http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica/
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: Thessalonica.  http://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/thessalonica.html
Wikipedia: History of Thessaloniki.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Thessaloniki

The Roman rotunda of Galerius, Thessalonica,  
4th century AD. Credit: G. Garitan, 2014. Creative 
Commons.
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 Minister,  
St. Stephen’s Flemington

Mr. Andrew Wong

The LORD, the Good Shepherd

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
2He makes me lie down in green pastures.  
He leads me beside still waters.  
3 He restores my soul.  
He leads me in paths of righteousness  
for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3 ESV)

Psalm 23 is probably one of the most well-known and beloved passages in the 
entire Bible! Maybe you have listened to Bach’s Cantata No.112. It is a beautiful 
and comforting psalm because it depicts the care of the LORD for His Children. 
Psalm 23 is a personal psalm. It is an explanation from David of his experience 
with God. He might be writing this in a situation where he is going through 
hardship and possibly facing death because of verse 4. There are a lot of things 
we could say about Psalm 23 but let me draw your attention to one word. LORD. 

Psalm 23 hinges on the fact that the shepherd is the LORD! Think about it for a second. 
Would the Psalmist have been be able to write what he wrote if the shepherd was not 
the LORD? The LORD recalls the self-existing, all powerful, eternal, covenant-keeping, 
living God. He is the one who created all things and upholds all things. He sustains 
all of life and He keeps this world going. Everything that is not God depends on God. 
I am not sure about you, but I wouldn’t want a shepherd who could not protect me. I 
would not want a shepherd who was changing and was not perfect. I would not want 
a shepherd who is unable to sustain and lead me to green pastures and still waters. I 
would not want a shepherd who could not give me life. Out of all the candidates you 
could have as a shepherd, the LORD is the best one. 

We live in a world with a lot of uncertainties but there is one thing we can be certain 
of. God will look after His sheep. He will make us lie down in green pastures, and He 
will lead us beside still waters. He will restore your soul, and He will lead you in paths 
of righteousness for His name’s sake. Trust God today. Follow Him for He is the good 
shepherd! 

Andrew Wong
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COLIN MORROW 

MODERATOR, PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF VICTORIA 2019-2020

Colin Morrow was born in Wauchope, NSW, 
the son of Harley and Alice Morrow. The family 
had been living in the area as Harley had been 
transferred to Wauchope as a teacher at the 
high school. The family moved around to a 
few different country places before settling at 
Thornton in the Hunter Valley. It was here that 
Colin spent most of his childhood and teenage 
years, attending Thornton Primary School and 
Maitland Boys’ High School.

After leaving school, Colin trained as a librarian 
and worked for a few years prior to studying 
commerce at the University of Newcastle. He 
graduated in 1981 and commenced his corporate 
career working at BHP in Newcastle. 

Colin had attended Sunday school as a child and had been a server in the Anglican 
Church. Throughout his teenage and young adult years, he had come in contact with 
a number of Christians but the turning point came when, in his early twenties, he went 
on holidays with a friend to Tahiti. He decided to throw a Bible into his suitcase. Whilst 
in Tahiti, he found he couldn’t put the Bible down. Things he had heard throughout his 
life suddenly became real to him. Colin knew God was calling him and he committed 
his life to Him.

Colin started attending St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Newcastle, and in April 1983 
was one of the leaders on a PFA Easter Camp. It was here he met Alison Logan of 
Penrith, daughter of Rev Bruce and Mrs Thelma Logan. Dare we say, it was love at first 
sight and in May 1984 they were married at Penrith Presbyterian Church.

During their marriage Colin climbed the corporate ladder, working with Alcan, Amcor, 
Telstra and Bunnings. It was during his time with Amcor that Colin was transferred to 
Melbourne for a two year assignment. That two year assignment was extended and 
extended and they have been in Victoria ever since. While Colin enjoyed the world of 
corporate finance, the thought of full-time ministry was always on his mind. At times 
Colin and Alison looked into some form of ministry work but God always seemed to 
close the doors.

Colin and Alison Morrow who cover the 
Mungo Patrol for the Presbyterian Inland 
Mission.
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As life went on, they were 
blessed to have three 
children, Sarah, Emily 
and Lachlan and they 
are now grandparents 
to six year old Olivia. In 
Melbourne they attended 
Donvale Presbyterian 
Church for 25 years, 
with Colin being a 
member of Session and a 
Presbytery and Assembly 
representative.

In 2013, a number of 
things seemed to change 
for Colin and Alison. 
Their children had 
grown up and become 

independent and various other commitments no longer existed. Colin looked at 
Alison one day and said, “Do you think it’s time?” to which Alison replied, “Yes, I think 
it is.”

The time for full-time ministry was there. They both knew. They could both sense God’s 
calling. Presbyterian Inland Mission was something they had discussed previously 
and it held a special interest as Alison’s father had attended Church with Rev Dr John 
Flynn in Sydney after Dr Flynn retired. They applied to Presbyterian Inland Mission 
to become a patrol team. They were accepted and appointed to the Mungo Patrol 
with Colin also appointed as Home Missionary to Sunraysia Presbyterian Church in 
Mildura. 

They have now been in Mildura for six years and have been reaching out in ministry 
to people on the land, whether on big stations or smaller farms. At times the work has 
been challenging but over the years they have shared the gospel with many and some 
have continued in their relationships with both God and with Colin and Alison.

In the Home Mission side of things, the small church has had some growth but also 
some set-backs as well.

As an aside, the blessing of the Global Pandemic has meant that people who Colin 
and Alison have been visiting on the land have also been logging on to the Sunraysia 
Presbyterian Church Facebook page to watch the weekly services recorded in the 

Colin and Alison Morrow visited Douglas and Alison Robertson, who have 
recently taken up the charge at Crown Church, Inverness, Scotland. Alison and 
Douglas Robertson (left), and Alison and Colin Morrow (right).
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lounge room of the manse. 
This is so important and it is 
pleasing that, although they 
can’t physically be visited 
at this time, they are still 
sitting under the ministry of 
the Word.

In October 2019, Colin was 
inducted as Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Victoria at a service 
held in The Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne. He is the first ever serving PIM Missionary to be inducted into this role 
and only the second elder in 160 years. It has been a privilege to serve in this role. 

In February and March 2020, Colin and Alison were able to conduct a Moderatorial 
visit to some of our overseas workers. We visited Miss Rosie in England and Miss 
Hannah in France. It was wonderful to be able to meet with these two ladies, see 
where they work and encourage them as they share the Gospel in these faraway 
places.

It was an added bonus, as they were in the area, for 
Colin and Alison to be able to take a short detour 
to Inverness to visit Douglas and Alison Robertson, 
a couple whom we are sure many of you know and 
love. Douglas and Alison are settling in well and send 
their love to all at The Scots’ Church.

Colin and Alison have been blessed in so many ways, 
not the least of which is their ongoing relationship 
with The Scots’ Church! They are thankful for the 
prayer and generous financial support from you to 
assist them in their ministry. 

Colin and Alison are looking forward to future 
challenges in serving God both with PIM and in the 
wider church. 

Editor’s note: Our thanks to Colin and Alison Morrow 
for sharing their story. We wish them well for the 
remainder of the moderatorial year and beyond!

Sunraysia Presbyterian Church, Mildura, where Colin and Alison Morrow 
minister, as well as their work on the Mungo Patrol with the Presbyterian 
Inland Mission.  Credit: Facebook.

The opening service of the General 
Assembly, Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria, 2019. Colin Morrow is the 
Moderator for 2019 to 2020.
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BIG HYMN SING – JUNE 2020
For the past several years Scots’ has enjoyed a Big Hymn Sing twice a year. These have 
proven a blessing to many and especially to those for whom hymns are a vital part 
of life. We’ve always had the Scots’ Choir and sometimes the Engage people. On two 
occasions a wonderful choir from the Indonesian church has sung.

The next Big Hymn Sing will not be as “big” as usual. This is because you will not 
be there. The musicians will be the Choir Principals, Dr Robin Batterham at the 
organ, and holder of the new Brodbeck Choral Scholarship, Oliver Coats playing his 
clarinet. Long-time choir member and Tenor Principal Vaughan McAlley is a very fine 
composer. He has made an arrangement of Jesu, lover of my soul (Aberystwyth) for 
organ, clarinet and choir. It is movingly beautiful and will bring a tear to many an eye.

We will video the Hymn Sing in a couple of weeks and after editing it will appear 
on You Tube, we hope close to or perhaps on June 21, the day it was intended to 
take place. The Rev Phil Court will introduce the hymns and give some background, 
much of which is of great interest. You will be able to sing along as the words will 
run across your screen as the hymns are sung. The Principals will also sing two of the 
fabulous Moses Hogan spirituals. So, there we are, something to look forward to from 
the musicians of The Scots’ Church.

Douglas Lawrence AM

Director of Music

The Big Hymn Sing, October 2018.



T H E  L E A F L E T  ---  J u n e  2 0 2 0

P A G E  8

KING DAVID OF THE BIBLE  
AND HIS PALACE

It was not until 1993 that, apart from the Old 
Testament records, the first historical evidence 
of King David was found at the archaeological 
site of Tel Dan, in northern Israel. The discovery 
of an inscription which made reference to the 
‘House of David’ caused much excitement 
amongst biblical scholars at the time. The 
fragment of a ninth century BC stela, or stone 
slab, contains a carefully incised text written 
in Aramaic characters. It commemorates the 
victory of an Aramean king over the ‘king of 
Israel’ and the ‘king of the House of David’. The 
Aramean king boasts of vanquishing several 
thousand Israelite and Judahite horsemen and 
charioteers, then killing the kings. Although the 
surviving fragments do not preserve the names 
of the kings involved, scholars widely accept 
that the account is of a campaign of Hazael of 
Damascus when he defeated Jehoram of Israel 
and Ahaziah of Judah.

This fragmented inscription recognising the 
House of David provides proof that King David 
of the Bible was a genuine historical figure. 
Although the nature and extent of David’s rule is 
still not well understood, there is evidence that 
he founded a royal capital at Jerusalem with 
the discovery of the archaeological remains 
of what is probably David’s palace, built in the 
tenth century BC. 

Two major monuments have been found south of the Temple Mount in the City of 
David, the oldest part of Jerusalem: they are called the Large Stone Structure and the 
Stepped Stone Structure. After much earlier excavation and discussion, in recent years 
these have been identified by biblical archaeologist Nadav Na’aman respectively as 
the remains of King David’s palace and a structure referred to as the Millo in the 
Second Book of Samuel chapter 5, verses 7 to 9.

The Tel Dan Stele, Israel Museum, Jerusalem. 
Credit: Oren Rozen, 2016. Creative Commons.

 A section of King David’s Palace.  Credit: Deror_
avi, 2013. Creative Commons.
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Following on from earlier archaeological 
finds, Israeli archaeologist Eilat Mazar began 
excavating in an area of the oldest part of 
Jerusalem in the mid-1990s. Attempting to find 
the palace of David, she studied references to 
the palace from the Second Book of Samuel to 
assist in her quest. When she began to dig she 
first discovered artifacts of the Byzantine era, 
from the fourth to the sixth century AD, about 
two metres below the surface, including a well-
preserved mosaic floor. On continuing to dig 
Mazar found evidence of the Second Temple 
Period (516 BC to 70 AD), and finally came 
upon foundations of a substantial structure 
she believed to be the palace of David. As she 
excavated the building was larger than initially 
indicated, with some walls being up to seven 
metres thick, and with impressive ashlar blocks 
(finely dressed rectangular stone blocks). A 
number of artifacts found at the site supported 
its dating to the 10th century BC, when King 
David was active. These items included 
luxury bowls, a delicate jug, and ivory inlays 
once attached to iron objects, possibly sword 
handles. Two seal impressions of Judahite 
officials of King Zedekiah (Jeremiah chapters 

37-38) found in excellent order suggest that the structure was still in use in the early 
sixth century BC. One seal has the name Gedaliah son of Pashur,  the other bears 
the name Jehucal son of Shelemiah son of Shobai. Both are mentioned in the Bible. 
The position of these seal impressions suggests that this is the place where the two 
officials carried out their responsibilities.

However it is noted that some archaeologists have challenged the association of the 
Large Stone Structure with King David.

References:
Biblical Archaeological Society. Eilat Mazar, ‘Did I find King David’s Palace?’  May 12, 2017.  https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/
hebrew-bible/did-i-find-king-davids-palace/
Biblical Archaeological Society. Robin Ngo. ‘King David’s Palace and the Millo’ February 4, 2019. https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-
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Wikipedia. Large Stone Structure. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_Stone_Structure

Another view of King David’s Palace. Credit: 
Deror_avi, 2013. Creative Commons.

 The Stepped Stone Structure or Millo, close to 
King David’s Palace.  Credit: Yoav Dothan, 2009. 
Public Domain.
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VINCENT VAN GOGH
One of the most well-known post-Impressionist 
painters, Vincent van Gogh created well 
over 2,000 works of art, most of which were 
completed in the last two years of his life. 
What may be less known is that van Gogh 
was deeply interested in Christianity, serving 
as an assistant to a Methodist minister in 
England for a short time, and later working as 
a missionary in Belgium before turning to art 
in 1880, pursuing this for the rest of his life.

Vincent van Gogh was born in the village of 
Zundert in 1853, the eldest surviving son of a 
pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church. Following 

his education at a village school and later boarding school, he began work at a gallery 
in The Hague, where an uncle was a partner in a firm of art dealers. In 1873 he was 
transferred to London then, two years later, to Paris. He lost interest in the work and 
was finally dismissed in 1876. At this time he began to immerse himself in religion. 

Returning to England, van Gogh took on unpaid work as an assistant teacher in a small 
boarding school in Ramsgate. He then became an assistant to a Methodist minister, 
but returned home to his parents in Belgium for Christmas for six months, and took 
work at a bookshop. At this time he became increasingly pious and monastic, and was 
determined to become a pastor. After failing the theology entrance examination to the 
University of Amsterdam he also failed a three-month course at a Protestant ministry 
school in Laken, near Brussels. In early 1879 he took up a position as a missionary in 
the coal-mining district of Borinage, in Belgium. He gave up his comfortable lodgings 
to a homeless person, moving to a small hut and 
living in squalid conditions. He was dismissed for 
‘undermining the dignity of the priesthood’, and 
returned to his parents.

It was in 1880 that he made a decision to become 
an artist after his brother Theo had suggested this 
to him. He attended the Académie Royale des 
Beaux-Arts in November 1880, where he studied 
anatomy and the standard rules of modelling and 
perspective. He moved around for the next few 
years, refining his skills and painting style and 

Vincent van Gogh at the age of 19 when 
he was working at his uncle’s gallery in The 
Hague.  Credit: Jacobus Marinus Wilhelmus 
de Louw, 1873. Public Domain.

The  house in Cuesmes, Belgium, where 
van Gogh was boarding in 1880 when he 
decided to become an artist. Credit: Jean-Pol 
Grandmont, 2005. Creative Commons.
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receiving financial support from his brother. He joined Theo in Paris in 1886, and 
became friends with many famous artists of the time. 

He moved to Provence, southern France in 1888 and continued to paint. Severe 
mental health problems became apparent, and he spent some time in psychiatric 
hospitals. He moved between inertia, depression and concentrated artistic activity. In 
July 1890 he took his own life. Although not widely appreciated during his lifetime, he 
is now generally considered the greatest Dutch painter after Rembrandt.

References:  
BBC. Historic Figures; Vincent Van Gogh (1853- 1890). http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/van_gogh_vincent.shtml
Biography of Vincent Van Gogh.  https://www.vincentvangogh.org/biography.jsp
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ST. AMBROSE
The beautiful words of the anthem and offering 
music sung by the Scots’ Church choir at the 
morning service on 23rd February were both 
from the writings of St. Ambrose (c.340 – 397 AD). 
The Bishop of Milan from 374 until the year of 
his death, he became one of the most important 
theological figures of the fourth century.

Ambrose was born into a Roman Christian family and 
grew up in Belgic Gaul (present-day Germany). He studied 
literature, law and rhetoric in Rome, then entered the public 
service. He was appointed governor of Liguria and Emilia for 
about two years, and was then persuaded to become the 
Bishop of Milan.

On his appointment as bishop, Ambrose immediately 
adopted an ascetic lifestyle and donated all his land and 
money to the poor. He studied theology and took time to 
study the Old Testament and Greek authors as he continued 

to preach. He impressed Augustine, who was baptised by Ambrosia in 387 AD and 
went on to become one of the great theologians of the fourth century. His life as a 
bishop was at times fraught with difficulties and challenges as he sought to uphold his 
religious principles against pressure from other groups.

Ambrose introduced reforms in the order and manner of public worship.  He saw the 
liturgy as a tool for the worship of God rather than a rigid entity. He composed several 
original hymns as well as other music. Four of his hymns survive.
References:
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Detail of mosaic of St. 
Ambrose in the Church 
of St. Ambrogio, Milan, 
possibly a portrait made 
during his lifetime.  Public 
Domain.
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VICTORIAN PRESBYERIAN CHURCHES PAST AND PRESENT

SCOT’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, DANDENONG
A suburb of Melbourne, 
Dandenong is located 29 
kilometres south-east of the 
central business district, 
and is situated on the 
Dandenong Creek. Its name 
is thought to be derived 
from the indigenous 
Australian tribe who 
formerly lived in the area. 
The European settlement of 
the district began in 1837, 
when pastoral runs began 
to be established and, by 
1850, the whole area was 
taken up for grazing.

The Rev. James Clow, who had been involved in the establishment of The Scots’ Church, 
Melbourne and was the first ordained Presbyterian minister to conduct a worship 
service in Melbourne, took up a substantial cattle run in the district in 1838. His son 
managed the run and Clow divided his time between the homestead, ‘Tirhatuan’, and 
his Melbourne residence. He sold the run in 1850. It may be reasonably assumed that 
he held some services in the Dandenong district during the period between 1838 and 
1850, although there are no records of this.

The first official Presbyterian service was held in Dandenong in 1854, when Mr 
Alexander Duff was appointed to preach at Dandenong and Brighton. After a 
probationary period of six months he accepted the call to the charge of Dandenong 
and Cranbourne churches. Duff was ordained and inducted in 1855, and continued to 
minister to the joint charge until 1876. At this time a new charge was formed between 
Dandenong and Berwick, and a call extended to the Rev. W. Lockhart Morton, who was 
inducted in July 1876. It appears that he resigned in 1878, and a severance between 
Dandenong and Berwick occurred in 1880.

Records of the Presbyterian Church, Dandenong began in 1886 and it seems likely 
that during the intervening period services were conducted by a number of ministers. 
There was obviously an active congregation, as plans for the building of a new church 
were adopted in September 1886, and a tender by Messrs. Ewan and Findlay for the 

Dandenong in 1881. Credit: Print of wood engraving by Alfred May and 
Alfred Martin Ebsworth, 15th January 1881.  State Library of Victoria.
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construction was accepted. The 
land on which the church was built 
was a Crown grant. The first worship 
service in the new building was 
held on 6th March 1887, when the 
Rev. W. Lockhart Morton preached. 
The first settled minister of the 
Dandenong charge was the Rev. W. 
Macdermid, who remained for 18 
years. After the building debt was 
cleared, a manse was constructed in 
1890. Macdermid ministered to the 
congregation through the difficult 
years of the 1890s depression and 

the Boer War. He was Sunday school superintendent, and very active in the pastoral 
care of his congregation. 

The next minister, the Rev. David McFarlane, failed to make an impression, and was 
followed by the Rev. Hugh Buntine from 1914 to 1924. His ministry brought new life 
to the church, with attendance steadily increasing. The church took the name Scot’s 
Presbyterian Church, Dandenong in 1915. In 1919 the church bought a building from 
the Seymour army camp which became the Sunday school hall. Buntine ministered 
over the duration of World War 1, and through the Spanish influenza pandemic that 
followed soon afterwards. During this time he would pick up patients in his jinker 
and take them to hospital, also visiting victims in hospital or at home, with complete 
disregard for his personal safety. In a different sphere, he was a major influence in the 
establishment of Dandenong High School. 

The Rev. James Legge, Rev. John Meers and Rev. 
Vincent Hadley followed, all with influential 
ministries. During Legge’s ministry of three years 
the kindergarten room was added to the Sunday 
school. Meers saw extensions to the church, and the 
addition of three beautiful stained glass windows by 
Alan Sumner (also responsible for the most recent 
stained glass windows and the mosaic at our own 
Scots’ Church). The windows were gifts of families of 
former worshippers. Hadley oversaw the continuing 
stability of the church through the years of World War 
2, when there were significant changes to church life 

Scot’s Presbyterian Church, Dandenong. Credit: Photo B5193, 
Victorian Heritage Database.

Clow’s original homestead of ‘Tirhatuan’, 
built in the Dandenong district in 1838.  
Credit: Tirhatuan Golf Club.
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as it adapted to the needs of the times. 
Subsequently two additional stained 
glass windows were dedicated to the 
memory of former members. In 1947 
a fund was established to purchase a 
pipe organ as a War Memorial. 

The Rev. Jack Finlay was called in 1949. 
The new pipe organ was installed in 
November 1950 and a further memorial 
stained glass window dedicated in 1953. 
The detailed history of the early years of 
the Dandenong church was published 
to celebrate its centenary in 1954. 

Following a congregational vote 
to become Uniting in 1977, a small 

number of original members continued to meet 
as Presbyterians in over the ensuing years. Services 
were held in the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Dandenong from 1982. The original Scot’s Church 
building, a substantial brick structure, was sold and 
later demolished. The site is now occupied by the 
law courts. The first manse built in 1890 has also 
been demolished. 

In 1995 the Dandenong Presbyterian Church bought 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church building in Potter Street, 
Dandenong. This modern building was designed 
by notable architects Chandler and Patrick, and 
completed in 1957. W.B. Leed and Son, a local firm, 
were the builders. The church was dedicated in 1997. 
The Dandenong Presbyterian Church continues to 
meet and to serve the needs of the community. 
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Presentation drawings of designs for stained glass 
windows, Scot’s Church, Dandenong. There are three lancet 
windows with emblems of a cross, burning bush, and 
saltire cross of St. Andrew.  Credit: Alan Sumner, 1950 – 60. 
State Library of Victoria.

Presentation drawing of a design for a 
single lancet window for Scot’s Church, 
Dandenong, depicting Mary Magdalene 
washing Christ’s feet with her hair. Credit: 
Alan Sumner, 1948 – 53. State Library of 
Victoria.
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ANZAC DAY – ALISTAIR 
URQUHART REFLECTS

About 1954. It was a very busy 
morning at the Anzac Day March 
in Melbourne’s St Kilda Road. The 
crowds cheered the Australian 
soldiers and nurses from World Wars 
1 and 2, and from other wars. Brass 
bands, pipe bands, military bands, 
the Tramways Band, municipal 
bands, school bands. All types of 
music interspersed between the 

miles of brave battalions. Wow. Granny was holding my young hand as we 
watched for her armless-son and my father, her other son my bullet-scarred 
uncle Reg, her daughter Naomi who was in Japan in the aftermath, and Naomi’s 
husband who was in Africa and the Pacific and who had had many bullets 
removed from his body. 

And my mother, Army nurse VX267 in England and Africa, and her brother my 
Godfather John Wilson, who had been flying fighters in Europe. And my uncle Arthur 
Pearce who flew flying boats and married my mother’s sister. My mother and father, 
who were both from Melbourne, but met at a hospital in Alexandria in North Africa in 
April 1941, where the wounded from Tobruk were attended to, and returned together 
to Melbourne on the Dutch hospital ship Oranje. 

Granny volunteered at Scots’ 
Church during the War, with 
community activities.

‘Granny, what is that’, I shouted 
as I was stunned by this large 
implement which made lots of 
noise and covered the player’s left 
shoulder. Granny’s eyes were on 
the fast-passing parade as were 
mine. ‘That’s the bagpipes’.

Wow. Granny Urquhart reported 
in later that day as the families 
relaxed together that Alistair was 

Alistair Urquhart playing the pipes.

The Dutch hospital ship ‘Oranje’, on which Alistair’s parents 
returned to Melbourne from Tobruk in 1941.  The ship is entering 
Port Melbourne. Credit: Australian War Memorial image 009157. 
Public Domain.
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going to learn to play the bagpipes. 
I was very pleased as was everyone 
else. An occasional reference for the 
next couple of years. 

Then Plan Granny kicked in. I was 
to start at Scotch College junior 
school in Melbourne, aged ten, in 
February 1957, where learning the 
bagpipes was a fairly normal option. 
Though I was the only such boy in 
my class during my first school year. 
Six months in, learning the scale on 
the practice chanter and then Scot’s 
Wa Hae, and then a medley. ‘Wa 
Hae’ is an easy tune to learn and is 
often said to be Scotland’s national 
anthem. 

The chanter is eighteen inches long. One learns and practices tunes on the chanter 
before picking up the full set of pipes. Said legendary bagpiper and the school’s 
bagpipe teacher, war hero Danny McPherson, ‘I will bring you in your ‘pipes next 
lesson’... Wow. The puzzle that had quietly remained in my young head for a year or 
three had been put to the side...

The practice chanter had not ever really matched up with my vision of my bagpipes.

Mr McPherson arrived with a largish box and he started to pull out lots of rope and 
wooden sticks. I asked him what it was as he started to put them together. He said it 
was the bagpipes. For a short moment of time, I thought very hard, even back to the 
Anzac Day March when Granny from her height might have been looking ahead at a 
Pipe Band when I had asked that question, whilst I from basement level might have 
seen the tuba in the Brass Band following up. 

Yes. Something a little different. Sounds good. It was one of those moments when one 
looks out for a trusty friend for help. And one of those times when one just says ‘What 
the heck!’ The Pipes cost Dad 10 quid. ‘Army surplus’. 

Sixty-five years on, I played the (same) Pipes out in the street at 6am on Anzac Day. As 
I yearly, play them as our congregation might enter our wonderful Church.

Alistair Urquhart

ANZAC Day, Melbourne in 1961. Credit: Dennis Mayor 
photographer. State Library of Victoria.
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BIBLE PLACES
CAPPADOCIA

The region of Cappadocia 
is mentioned twice in the 
New Testament. It first 
appears in the biblical 
account of the first day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:19), 
when the Cappadocians 
were named as one of 
many groups who heard 
the Gospel account from 
Galileans in their own 
language, following the 
resurrection and ascension 
of Christ. The second 
reference is found in 
the first letter of Paul to 
Peter, where he mentions 
Christians living in 
Cappadocia (1 Peter 1:1). 
Although Cappadocia is 
not named it is thought 
that Paul would have 
visited the region on his 
way to Galatia during 
his second missionary 
journey. He may well 
have established an early 
Christian community 
there. There is certainly 

abundant evidence of a large Christian population there in the Byzantine 
period, from 330 AD onwards.

Cappadocia lies in central Anatolia, in the land that is now Turkey, and consists of a 
high plateau over 1,000 metres high, pierced by volcanic peaks. Mount Erciyes (ancient 
Argaeus) is the tallest at 3,196 metres. The boundaries of ancient Cappadocia are not 
clearly defined. Violent eruptions of Mount Erciyes and other volcanoes in the region in 
the distant past covered the area with volcanic ash. This hardened over the ages and 

A view of the landscape, Cappadocia.  Credit: Brocken 
Inaglory, 2006.  Creative Commons.

A house in Cappadocia. Credit: Brocken Inaglory, 2006.  
Creative Commons.
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created a unique landscape of 
chimney-like formations due 
to wind and water erosion. 
Some of these were dug into to 
create homes and, sometimes, 
churches by the local people. 
Many of these remarkable 
structures remain today.

The region of Cappadocia has 
a long and complex history. 
It was the base of the Hittite 
Empire, which gradually 
declined and was defeated by 
the invasion of the Persians in 
the sixth century BC. Alexander 
the Great defeated the Persians 
in 332 BC, but met with great 
resistance in Cappadocia. 
However Roman power 
gradually gained influence 
there from the late third 
century BC and the region 
became a province of Rome in 
17 AD.

During the early times of 
Christianity, the area became 
a refuge for the first Christians 
of Asia Minor. Cappadocia was 
a centre for education by the 

third century AD and, with its deep valleys and shelters dug into rocks, it became 
the ideal place to spread the Christian doctrine regardless of pressure from Roman 
soldiers. During the fourth century Cappadocia once again served as refuge when 
Leon III, Emperor of Rome, banned icons, and many Christians sought shelter in the 
pro-icon region. The churches and monasteries of Cappadocia saw considerable 
development over this period.

When Arab raids began to affect regions of Anatolia including Cappadocia, Christians 
moved in from surrounding areas and brought external influences with them. This 
brought about gradual changes in the style of churches over time. In the 11th and 
12th centuries the Seljuk Turks ruled the area, which saw peaceful times during 

Part of the interior of Dark Church, Goreme.  Credit: Klaus-
Peter Simon, 1995. Creative Commons.

A fresco of Christ in a Goreme church.  Credit: Karsten Dörre, 
2004. Creative Commons.
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the rule of the Ottoman 
Empire from 1299 to 1923. 
With the exchange of the 
Treaty of Lausanne in 1924 
to 1926, the last Christians 
migrated from the region of 
Cappadocia, leaving behind 
many beautiful architectural 
examples of unique churches. 

Just a few of the hundreds of 
churches carved within rock 
formations in the area include 
the following churches 
around the town of Goreme. 
Churches built into the rock 
in the 11th century include 
Apple Church, carved into the 
rock with a dome ceiling and 
pillars, and some surviving 
frescoes; Dark Church, built in 
the form of a monastery with 
excellent examples of 11th 
century Byzantine art; Snake 
Church, with a low ceiling 
and long nave, and one of a 
number of frescoes showing 
a saint struggling with a 
snake; and the Church of St. 
Barbara, also with frescoes. 

The Church with a Shield is the largest carved-rock church in Cappadocia. Although 
the shield that originally hung from the ceiling is no longer there, the place where it 
was connected to the ceiling can still be seen. The vestibule leads to a nave, and the 
interior is supported by four arched columns. It contains some wonderful frescoes. 
These churches give some insight into the rich history of Christianity in the region 
of Cappadocia.
References:
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The façade of a rock carved church at Gülsehir, Cappadocia.  
Credit: Klaus-Peter Simon, 2005. Free Software Foundation

Early wall paintings, St. John’s Church, Gülsehir, Cappadocia.  
Credit: Klaus-Peter Simon, 2005. Free Software Foundation.
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THE SPANISH ‘FLU PANDEMIC – 101 YEARS ON
When the COVID-19 pandemic was announced by 
the World Health Organisation on 11th March 2020 
it was inevitable that comparisons would be made 
and some parallels drawn with the Spanish Influenza 
pandemic of 1918 and 1919. Its occurrence in Australia 
was first detected in Victoria in December 1918 and 
soon spread across the country. Some of the means 
to control the spread of the current coronavirus are 
similar, of course, to those used to restrict the spread 
of Spanish ‘flu 101 years ago. We also have some new 
and innovative ways to address some of the problems 
we face at present.

The COVID-19 pandemic is the most recent in a long 
history of such events affecting the human race as 
cities were built, civilizations grew, and trade routes 
were forged between cities and countries, connecting 
large groups of people. The earliest recorded pandemic 
occurred in 430 BC during the Peloponnesian War. 
It affected Libya, Ethiopia and Egypt, then spread to 
Athens. The disease, suspected to have been typhoid 
fever, killed many and was a significant factor in 
the defeat of the Athenians by the Spartans. Since 
that time there have been pandemics caused by a 
range of infections including smallpox, various types 
of plague, leprosy, cholera, measles, HIV/AIDS, and 
various types of influenza. The most recent was Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) which was first 
identified in 2003 but fairly rapidly contained by 
quarantine measures.

The Spanish Influenza pandemic of 1918 and 1919 
resulted in millions of deaths world-wide. It arose just 
after the end of World War 1, originating in America 
and taken to Europe by American troops. As soldiers 
returned home after the war the virus was carried 
around the world, and was responsible for the deaths 
of many more people than the war itself. Australia had 
a relatively low death toll of 12,500, sadly mostly young 

Volunteers at ‘The Manse’ Emergency 
Hospital, Bega NSW, 1919. The 
Presbyterian minister’s residence was 
taken over as it was unoccupied at 
the time. Credit: Collection of the State 
Library of New South Wales. Public 
Domain.

Spanish Influenza leaflet 1918 
(Victoria). Credit: Board of Public 
Health, Victoria, 23/11/1918. Source: 
Public Records Office of Victoria. Public 
Domain.
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healthy adults. In contrast, COVD-19 
has so far had its worst effects on older 
people.

Some of the control measures used 
to control Spanish ‘flu may sound 
familiar in our current situation: public 
meetings and gatherings prohibited, 
state borders closed, public buildings 
shut, schools and theatres closed as 
well as churches. Scots’ Church was 
closed for five weeks in 1919 – it will 
be closed for longer this time. The 
Spanish ‘flu finally died out when 
those infected had either developed 
immunity or died.

In early 1919 the reporting of the first cases in Victoria and elsewhere was slow, the 
delay hastening the spread of the virus. There were insufficient doctors and nurses 
to deal with the crisis, as many were still with the armed forces overseas. Health 
facilities were inundated. The Exhibition Building and some schools were turned into 
hospitals. Individual states around Australia took different paths as any agreement 
with the Commonwealth fell apart. For a time the wearing of masks in the street was 
compulsory. However some good emerged from the crisis. The federal Department of 
Health was formed in 1921 as a response to the failure of cooperation of the states. 
In our current situation this department has played an important coordinating role, 
along with the National Cabinet established to deal with the crisis and to provide 
leadership.

We look forward to being able to meet together again as the Scots’ Church family. 
However we are fortunate to have ways to communicate with each other, our families 
and friends that were not even imagined 100 years ago. Our thanks to all who have 
ensured that we have continuing access to  the Scots’ Weekly and to sermons and 
hymns online on the Scots’ Church website, as one way in which we can be supported 
and remain connected.
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 Women wearing surgical masks in Brisbane during the 
Spanish ‘flu pandemic, 1919. Credit: John Oxley Library, State 
Library of Queensland. Public Domain.
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‘ANZAC DAY 2020 –  
A DIFFERENT YEAR AND SPECIAL WAYS WE REMEMBERED’

Due to restrictions on gatherings of any kind,  ANZAC Day 2020 was commemorated 
in many different and personal ways. Some stood in driveways of their homes at dawn, 
with neighbours in their community.  Others remembered with special activities or 
visits to memorials through the day.  The photos on these pages reflect some of the 
ways in which the Scots’ Church family remembered.

Bonnie and Keith Williams, with their candle, listened 
to the dawn service on a neighbour’s car radio with a 
kookaburra calling in the distance, and visited the Eltham 
cenotaph later in the day.

 Judith and Barry Kilmartin attached a beautiful  ANZAC 
wreath to the wrought iron on their front patio.

Lachy Paltridge made the poster ‘Lest we forget’ for the 
occasion.

 Lois and Gordon Taylor’s daughter and son-in-law, 
Louise and Tom Paltridge with  their son Lachy 
remembered ANZAC Day at dawn before milking time on 
their farm in South Australia.
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Victoria Noisette made some delicious ANZAC biscuits, much 
enjoyed by her family on ANZAC Day.

 The ANZAC wreath laid by Stewart Banks at the 
ANZAC Commemorative Service at Scots’ Church on 
28th April 2019.

Eileen and Ian Marshall’s grandson, Jack McFarlane, 
at dawn on Anzac Day.

Jim Cooper (Mary Cooper’s son and Jim Nuske’s nephew) 
and his sons Rory and Callum are all pipers. As they could 
not play their pipes at the Waverley RSL on Anzac Day, they 
played twice during the morning from their balcony for their 
neighbours. John Cooper , Mary’s late husband, played there 
on Anzac Day over many years before his death.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF SCOTS’ CHURCH

THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN SENIOR MINISTER
The ministry of the first Australian 
born senior minister appointed 
to Scots’ Church is the subject 
of    Chapter 12 of our history, ‘The 
Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story 
of 175 Years 1838 – 1913’ by Rowland 
S. Ward. The Rev. Gordon Powell 
was appointed to this position in 
September 1965, less than three 
months after the resignation of the 
Rev. Crichton Barr. He was inducted 
on 24th February 1966.

Born in Warrnambool, Victoria in 
1911, Powell moved to Melbourne 

with his family in 1920, completing his education at Scotch College. He felt called to 
the ministry just before his 16th birthday. He studied at the University of Melbourne 
and Ormond Theological College. In 1935 he gained a scholarship to spend a year 
in Scotland, to strengthen ties between the Australian church and the Church of 
Scotland. During that time he spent three months working in Glasgow with the Rev. 
George Macleod, who later founded the Iona Community, committed to restoring the 
ancient church ruins on the island of Iona. 

On his return to Australia Powell became assistant at Toorak Presbyterian Church, and 
it was there that he married Gwen Gilchrist. He was ordained and inducted at Port 
Adelaide in May 1938. In November 1941 Powell was appointed preaching assistant 
at Scots’ Church under Golder Burns, and became an Air Force chaplain in 1943. In 
late 1945 he was invited by Rotary to undertake a lecture tour in America. This was 
followed by a ministry at the Independent Church Melbourne (now St. Michael’s). His 
next move was to St. Stephen’s, Macquarie Street, Sydney, where he conducted a most 
successful ministry from 1952 to 1965. He had established a radio broadcast ministry 
which expanded considerably during this period.

Taking up his appointment at Scots’ Church in early 1966, Powell’s ministry was 
dynamic, and he was ably supported in his work by his wife Gwen. As well as the 
Sunday services, the mid-week service flourished, and was broadcast throughout 
the Commonwealth. The Rev. Ray Russell was appointed assistant minister in 1966, 
with a largely pastoral role. The church grew steadily in the early years of Powell’s 

The Rev. Gordon Powell (left) with his wife Gwen (right), with 
the Rev. Norman Vincent Peale and his wife Ruth, when 
they were visiting from Marble Collegiate Church, New York.  
Credit: Bob Dewar, Scots’ Church Archives.
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ministry. There were several visits by 
Turnbull Trust preachers, these being 
listed in the book. In 1974 three special 
services held on 24th November 
commemorated the first services held 
in the present church building on 29th 
November 1874. 

The chapter includes a short but 
interesting section on ‘Women’s 
ordination’, which provides an 
overview of the changing role of 
women in the church, from the 
appointment of deaconesses from May 

1898, covering a period until 1974, when the General Assembly of Australia approved 
the admission of women to the ordained ministry.

Much of the remainder of the chapter is devoted to church union, described as a 
major issue during the period of Powell’s ministry. Powell was most supportive of 
Union, and worked hard to circulate his views on this. At a congregational meeting 
he stated that, although it would grieve him, if Scots’ Church voted to refrain from 
Union it would be the end of his ministry there. This did occur, and Powell resigned in 
late 1974, accepting a call from Christ Church, Pawling, New York USA. Following his 
retirement in 1981 he returned to Melbourne. He died in 2005. He was the best known 
Presbyterian minister in Australia in the 1950s and 1960s.

Reference:
Ward, Rowland S. ‘The Scots’ Church, Melbourne: A Story of 175 Years 1838 – 2013’. Australian Scholarly Press, North Melbourne, 2014.

The sandstone façade of St. Stephen’s Uniting Church, 
Macquarie Street, Sydney, where Powell ministered from 
1952 to 1965. Credit: Rangasyd, 2019. Creative Commons.

Secret Message: Son of Man
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WORSHIP
It’s many years now since I demitted the preaching 
pulpit and began polishing the pews.

At the time, my immediate reaction was one of relief; 
mainly because I was beset with frustration. I considered 
walking away from the church but decided against it. 
So I made the change from being a worship producer 
to being a worship consumer. That led to the question 
of where I would go to get my worship?  For a while I 
shopped around to see what was on offer. But eventually 
took the lazy way out and began to attend the local 
Uniting Church religious supermarket. Strangely enough 
I discovered that I had laid the foundation stone of that 
church many years before, but had forgotten.

When I began worshipping in this church, I determined to resist the temptation to 
say `that’s not the way I would have done it’ and just take what was on offer. The 
worship offered was mildly `happy clappy’ but not offensively so. Finally, I left; why, I 
can’t remember but I think it was simply a sense of not having worshipped God in a 
satisfying way.  I was looking for something more.

Through mutual friends I found my way to St John’s Essendon where Ian Collings 
was the minister. I attended the 8.30 am service where a group of people of all age 
groups sat around in one corner of the church. We celebrated communion every 
Sunday, forming a circle and receiving the elements from the minister. Afterwards we 
had morning tea together. All this created a good sense of fellowship and we came to 
make friends with some of the members, which continues to this day. If I had to find 
a word to describe my feelings it would be the word `comfort’ which to be honest I 
needed. This group of fellow worshippers were particularly supportive when Sheila 
died and I can say that this was one of the best exercises of pastoral care I have 
ever experienced.  It reminded me that worship and pastoral care are inseparable, 
something I tried to achieve in earlier days.

A change of minister at St John’s brought with it a change in worship practice and 
preaching content and style. I didn’t like it and left. In fact I walked out in the middle 
of one sermon. The thing is that at that stage of my life and even now, I feel I don’t have 
to put up with things that genuinely frustrate me. Life is too short for that.

When I met and married Merrilyn I began to accompany her to The Scots’ Church and 
that is where I worship now. 
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So what is it that I look for in a service of worship?

The first is what I would call a declaratory style. The service should begin with a 
clear call to worship. `Let us worship God’ The prayers should be clearly defined; 
`Let us come before God and present to him our prayers of confession and seek 
his forgiveness.’ The readings should be prefaced with `Hear the Word of God’. 
The Absolution should be clearly declared ‘your sins are forgiven’ and the service 
concluded with a declared and simple blessing; an unadulterated Aaronic blessing 
for example. 

A friend of mine, an Anglican, doesn’t like the passing of the peace. That didn’t stop 
people coming up with a big grin and offering a hearty hand shake. So he got down 
on his knees and feigned prayer. That didn’t stop them either. Someone knelt down 
beside him shook him by the shoulder, grabbed his hand and shook it violently as if 
trying to wake him up. The same applies to talking in church before the start of the 
service when some poor soul is trying to get his spiritual house in order.

This is where pastoral care comes in again. It’s important to remember that everyone 
comes into church with a different agenda and the way worship is conducted must 
allow for that. 

This brings us to the sermon! I think it true to say that in the reformed tradition this is 
the thing that most worshippers focus attention on. For one who has written goodness 
knows how many sermons it is difficult not to scrutinize others with a critical eye. 
Not necessarily in style of delivery but in content and composition. There should 
be a beginning, a middle, and an ending and the content of each flows from one to 
the next. Congregations are seemingly eternally optimistic. At the beginning they sit 
up and wait expectantly. Somewhere in the middle they get lost and the end is an 
anticlimax. Like the rest of the service of worship the sermon should be an exercise 
in pastoral care. 

I think what I’m trying to say is that pastoral care is missing in the life of many churches 
and this is reflected in the way worship is conducted.

Max Griffiths

The Leaflet – also available on the Scots’ Church website
An electronic version of the most recent issue of The Leaflet can be found on

The Scots’ Church website at:  http://www.scotschurch.com

Click on ‘Resources’ to find the link. Earlier issues are also available in digital form.
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THE AUSTRALIAN CHAMBER CHOIR 
DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS

During the COVID-19 restrictions, 
Douglas and I felt that it was more 
important than ever to stay in touch with 
all those people who enjoy our music and 
also very important to stay in touch with 
all our singers, some of whom have lost 
their jobs. In my capacity as manager of 
the Australian Chamber Choir, I decided 
to send a weekly email with a link to 
a newly released video every week. 
You can see these videos at the ACC’s 

YouTube Channel at www.YouTube.com/c/AusChoirOrg. If you would like to 
receive our weekly eNews, sign up at auschoir.org/subscribe

We were very pleased to be invited to live stream a concert via the Melbourne Digital 
Concert Hall last month. We have now established a partnership with MDCH in order to live 
stream a concert every month for as long as the restrictions prevent us from meeting in 
person. The ticket price goes towards paying the technician, our singers and staff. Our next 
concerts are listed below.

EUROPEAN CULTURAL CAPITALS
Sunday 28 June at 5 pm
During its seven international concert tours, the Australian Chamber Choir has visited many 
of Europe’s cultural capitals. In this one-hour program, the ACC8 takes you on a virtual 
tour through memorable choral works from famous European cities. The itinerary includes 
Vienna, London, Paris, Venice, Rome and Leipzig.
More information and a booking link can be found at
AusChoir.org/CulturalCapitals or phone 0452 531 750.

INFLUENZA
Sunday 26 July at 5 pm
Italian medics gave “Influenza” its name when they wrote in 1510 about a disease that might 
result from the “influence” of the positions of the stars in the heavens or the “influence” 
of cold weather. All composers on this program would have experienced the influenza 
epidemics of 1510, 1557 or 1580: Palestrina, Monteverdi, Victoria, Lassus and Gabrieli.
More information and a booking link can be found at 
AusChoir.org/Influenza or phone 0452 531 750.

Liz Anderson

Pieter Bruegel the Elder: Triumph of Death 
(detail) c.1562, Museo del Prado, Madrid.
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In Memoriam
Professor Andrew Kemp AM

3rd June 1942 – 3rd  April  2020
Professor Andrew Kemp, a medical specialist 
in paediatric allergy and immunology, gave a 
lifetime of service to the community through his 
work with children.

Born at St. Andrew’s Hospital in East Melbourne 
on 3rd June 1942 Andrew, together with his 
brother and sister, grew up in Balwyn and North 
Balwyn. His primary and secondary education 
were completed at Scotch College. He went on to 

study medicine at the University of Melbourne, where he lived in Ormond College for 
the second to fourth years of his undergraduate studies. After graduating as a doctor, 
Andrew spent a year at the Royal Melbourne Hospital as a resident medical officer, 
going on to the Royal Children’s Hospital as a senior resident in paediatrics.

Andrew’s next position was as a research scholar in the Department of Immunology, 
John Curtin School of Medical Research, Australian National University, Canberra, 
where his research involved the study of lymphocytes and their movement around the 
body. He continued in this field as a research associate in the Division of Immunology, 
Duke University Medical Centre, Durham, North Carolina, USA.

On his return to Australia Andrew was appointed as a medical registrar at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, where he remained for two years. His next move was 
to Flinders Medical Centre, South Australia as a staff specialist in clinical immunology 
and senior lecturer in immunology at Flinders University. In 1979 he took up a 
position as head of the Department of Immunology at The Royal Alexandra Hospital 
for Children, Sydney, NSW, where he was also a physician in the Department of 
Respiratory Medicine, and a clinical lecturer in paediatrics at the University of Sydney. 
Andrew returned to the Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne in 1990 as the Director 
of Clinical Immunology and Director of Paediatric Physician Training, as well as being 
the head of a general medical unit. He was also appointed Professorial Associate 
and subsequently Professor, Department of Paediatrics, University of Melbourne. From 
1995 to 2003 Andrew was the Director of the Department of Immunology, Women’s 
and Children’s Health Care Network, Royal Children’s Hospital.  

In 2003 Andrew was appointed Professor First Australian Chair of Paediatric Allergy 
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and Immunology, University of Sydney and Department of Allergy and Immunology, 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Sydney NSW. He held these positions until he 
returned to Melbourne in 2009, as a clinical paediatric research immunologist at the 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.

Throughout his years in the medical profession, Andrew’s contribution to his chosen 
field was formidable. Some of these activities included: membership of professional 
societies where he held a number of senior positions; and membership of expert 
panels and advisory committees including those with a focus on research and 
education. Andrew presented papers based on his original research at many 
Australian and international conferences, and delivered post graduate lectures and 
seminars in Australia and overseas, including the United Kingdom, USA, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Sweden. He was involved in the supervision of students for higher 
degrees, and examined theses for higher degrees for a number of universities. Andrew 
undertook postgraduate work as a visiting fellow at centres in the United Kingdom, 
Sweden, USA and Singapore as well as in Australia. He published well over 200 articles 
in refereed journals. His contribution to medical knowledge and to the welfare of 
children through a lifetime of dedication was enormous. Professor Andrew Kemp 
became a Member (AM) in the General Division of the Order of Australia, in June 
2018. This honour was bestowed ‘For significant service to medicine, and to medical 
education, in the field of paediatric allergy and immunology as a clinician, academic 
and researcher.’

On a more personal focus, Andrew grew up in the Anglican Church. His first link with 
Scots’ Church was during the period he was studying at the University of Melbourne, 
when he used to attend the evening services. Andrew and his wife Sally, a general 
practitioner, met as undergraduates. After graduation Sally worked in Libya and 
Penang for some years before she and Andrew met up again in Melbourne. They were 
married just prior to moving to Durham, North Carolina, where Andrew took up his 
position at Duke University. Sally worked as a general practitioner at Durham and 
wherever the family subsequently moved, gaining a wealth of varied experience. 

Andrew and Sally had a son, Charles, and two daughters, Celia and Alice. Charles and 
his wife Yuting have two sons, Albert and Arthur. 

Andrew attended Sunday morning worship services together with Sally, until failing 
health prevented him from continuing in recent times.  He was supported by Sally 
and the family throughout the course of his illness, finally requiring hospital care over 
the last weeks of his life. Andrew died peacefully on 3rd April 2020.

A service of thanksgiving for Andrew’s life, conducted by the Rev. Richard O’Brien, 
was held at Le Pine’s, Camberwell, on 9th April. Due to constraints because of the 
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COVID-19 pandemic, the service was live-streamed, with over 160 family, colleagues 
and friends able to participate in this way.

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Sally, Charles and Yuting, Celia, Alice, grandsons 
Albert and Arthur, to the wider family and to Andrew’s many friends.

THE FISH –  
AN EARLY CHRISTIAN SYMBOL

The use of symbolism by Christians invests 
objects or actions with a deeper meaning as 
an expression of Christian ideas. Symbols used 
by the early church were generally understood 
by Christians only. However when Christianity 
became ‘legalized’ by the Roman Emperor 
Constantine in the fourth century AD, symbols 
became more widely used and recognised.

The sign of the fish was one of the most important to 
early Christians. It is thought that this was due to the five letters of the Greek word forming 
an acronym for the characteristics of Christ to believers. These were: Jesus; Christ; God; Son; 
Saviour. The Greek word for fish is Ichthys {ICTYS}.  The Greek letters represented Christ as 
follows:

Ι (Iota) is the first letter of the Greek for Jesus.
Χ (Chi) is the first letter of the Greek for Christ.
Θ (Theta) is the first letter of the Greek for God.
Ύ (Ypsilon) is the first letter of the Greek for Son.
Σ (Sigma) is the first letter of the Greek for Saviour.

Although one of the earliest surviving images of the fish is to be seen in the Sacrament 
Chapels of the catacomb of St. Callistus, on the Appian Way near Rome (built after 150 AD), 
the fish symbol was probably known to Christians much earlier. The earliest reference to 
the fish as a sign in Christian literature was by Clement of Alexandria (c. 150 – c. 215 AD); he 
advised Christians to use a fish or dove as their seal.

The use of the fish as a Christian symbol was revived in the early 1970s. In 1973, at the 
Aquarius Rock Festival in Nimbin, New South Wales, the younger generation of Australians 
and Americans used the symbol as a sign of peaceful rebellion against wars, including the 
Vietnam War. From there it spread across the world as a sign that the wearer or owner is a 
Christian. 
References:
Fish eaters: Christian symbols.  http://www.fisheaters.com/symbols.html
Wikipedia:  Christian symbolism. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbolism
Wikipedia: Ichthys. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ichthys

ICHTHYS as adopted as a Christian 
symbol.  Credit: Fibonacci, 2006.  
Public Domain.
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PLANTS OF THE BIBLE
COTTON

Cotton (Gossypium herbaceum) is mentioned only once 
in the Bible. However although it appears that cotton as 
a crop was not grown in Israel in earlier biblical times, it 
was cultivated in the latter centuries BC. It is possible that 
Jewish exiles brought cotton plants and woven cloth back 
with them as they returned from Persia. 

The word ‘cotton’ is found in the Old Testament book of Esther, 
Chapter 1:6, where it describes a white curtain that hung in the 
palace of King Ahasuerus, who reigned in Persia from 486 to 
465 BC. The elaborate furnishings of his palace included white 
cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine 
linen and purple, although it is noted that some scholars believe 
that the curtains may have been made of linen, derived from 
flax. It is also likely that the swaddling cloths in which Mary 
wrapped the infant Jesus were made from cotton, as Mary and 
Joseph would have been unlikely to be able to afford linen. The 
cotton was unbleached so the swaddling cloths would have 
been grey or brown. 

There is plentiful evidence that cotton has been spun, woven 
and dyed for thousands of years. It was used to clothe people in 

ancient Egypt, India and China. Cotton is one of the earliest domesticated non-food crops 
in the world, dating from at least 6,000 years ago. Four species of the plants were grown as 
crops from antiquity in different parts of the world. Of the two Old World species, one was 
native to southern Africa and the Arabian Peninsula, and the other to India and Pakistan. 
One of the two New World species comes from Central America, Mexico, the Caribbean and 
southern Florida, and the other is native to tropical South America. 

The cotton plant belongs to the mallow family, Malvaceae. There are about 30 species in 
the genus Glossypium, including some annual herbs and other tree-like perennial plants; all 
are tropical or sub-tropical.  Gossypium herbaceum is an annual herb that grows up to one 
metre in height, with large leaves that may have three to five lobes. Long stalks bear large 
cream or red flowers. The fruit is a capsule containing many seeds covered with dense white 
or yellowish hairs, these hairs being grown for cotton. The fibre is almost pure cellulose. 
Although in use from antiquity, cotton cloth is still the most widely used natural fibre cloth 
today.
References:
God as a Gardener: Cotton. https://godasagardener.com/tag/cotton/
The Domestication History of Cotton. https://www.thoughtco.com/domestication-history-of-cotton-gossypium-170429
Wikipedia: Cotton. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
Zohary, Michael. Plants of the Bible. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1982.

The flower of Gossypium 
herbaceum.  Credit: H. Zell, 
2009. Creative Commons.

The open capsule of the 
cotton plant, showing 
the fibres hairs that are 
harvested to produce cloth. 
Credit: Xavierserratm, 2012. 
Creative Commons.
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THE DOG IN THE STAINED GLASS 
WINDOW 

FIDO’S STORY
The pair of stained glass windows depicting 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, found in 
Luke 15: 11-21, were recently the focus of 
discussion amongst several members of the 
congregation. The right window shows the 
father welcoming his son home with open 
arms with the elder son in the background. 
To the left of the father’s feet is a grey furry 
animal which was the subject of debate as 

to whether it was a sheep or a dog. As it is of a darkish colour and does not 
appear to have a cloven hoof, the majority believed it to be a dog. 

Audrey Holder has written a delightful short story of the parable from the perspective 
of Fido, the dog.

“My name is Fido, short for Fidele (faithful). I live with my master and his two sons. 
They work hard and I help with the sheep. One day the younger son left home. He had 
much luggage and wore very splendid clothes. My 
master was sad and, as there was only him and his 
older son left, they had to work harder.

However one day there was news that the son was 
on the road near our home. We all rushed out to 
greet him. I knew at once it was him although he 
looked so weary and his clothes were torn and dirty. 
My master was overjoyed to see him again and for 
several days I had many good bones.

I was glad that in 1892 the artist Franz Zettler of 
Munich, Germany included me in the stained glass 
window for the east wall of Scots’ Church. The 
window in memory of W. H. Glen, who died in 1892, 
was given by his widow. W. H. Glen and Co. imported 
musical instruments with premises at 21 Collins 
Street as well as other stores in Melbourne.”

Audrey Holder (for Fido).

 The pair of windows in the South Aisle depict the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son.

 Detail of the right window.
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ALEX AND MAPLE
Alex came from the Lost Dogs’ Home 12 years ago. 
He had been put in there twice and when he came 
here I think he was overjoyed to have a home. 
Alex is a Koollie and lives to herd everything, 
especially sheep which he has done courtesy of 
“Diggers Herding” who train city dogs to do what 
they love.

We have always had two dogs and last year when we lost our Labrador cross, Molly, 
Brian said he wanted a Labrador so that we could have a companion like Molly. I 
thought a Lab would be too much to handle at our age, so we looked around at 
other breeds. I happened to look on the “Rescue-a-Labrador” website and there was 
an ‘innocent’ looking one year old girl they called “Sweet”. Maple.

Maple is a Beagle/Labrador cross - really 
a BIG Beagle and harder to manage than 
any Labrador.  We have lost a few things: 
food off the kitchen bench, the middle 
of a Persian silk rug of my mother’s, the 
corner of the rug in our hall.   I have 
learnt to put things out of her reach now, 
and the bin!  She now knows how to get 
things out of it without getting here head 
stuck in the lid.

Brian has his companion - she follows 
him around all the time and I have a very 
energetic dog to walk.    Alex and I are 
looking forward to an older settled dog.

Margaret Mackenzie Lowe Maple (left) and Alex, good friends!

Maple, a Beagle/Labrador cross, is young and lively.Maple wearing the rubbish bin lid – she knows how to 
manage it now.
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ROBERT BURNS –  
CAMPERDOWN VICTORIA

The earliest known sculpture of Scottish 
poet Robert Burns (1759 – 1796) can be 
found in Camperdown, Victoria. Gifted 
to the town in 1883, it was erected in the 
historic Camperdown Botanic Gardens and 
Arboretum located about 3 kilometres from 
the town centre. After being vandalized in 
2009 it was restored and moved indoors to 
the Camperdown Civic Centre in 2012, where 
it remains on display.

The historic rural town of Camperdown is situated 
in southwestern Victoria, 190 kilometres west of 
Melbourne. Initially settled by the British in 1835 
with the establishment of sheep and cattle runs, 
the town was surveyed in 1851. It became the 
service centre for vast pastoral runs but by the 
mid-20th century had become more diverse, with 

dairy farming, wool growing and produce processing established there. The town 
lies within a large extinct volcanic complex, with several deep crater lakes close by. 
Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum, in which the Robert Burns statue was 
located until recently, are heritage listed. First reserved as a public park in 1869 and 
initially laid out with the planting of many trees, including some rare species, later 
improvements to the design were recommended by William Guilfoyle, Director of the 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens. The beautiful gardens command views over the twin 
volcanic lakes of Bullen Merri and Gnotuk.

The statue of Robert Burns was gifted to 
Camperdown in 1883 by William Anderson 
Taylor, a Scottish settler in the district. It was 
placed on a concrete pedestal in a prominent 
position in the gardens. The large number of 
Scottish emigrants to the Western District of 
Victoria had brought with them the cultural 
heritage of their homeland, including the 
poetry of Burns into which he was able 
to weave his ideals, insights and political 
awareness, as well as collecting folk songs 

 The statue of Robert Burns in the 
Camperdown Botanic Gardens prior to it 
being damaged.  Credit: Victorian Heritage 
Database. 

A corner of Camperdown Botanic Gardens. Credit: 
Victorian Heritage Database.
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from across Scotland which he often revised or 
adapted. 

The life-size statue of Robert Burns was carved 
in Scotland in 1830, by John Greenshields, from 
a block of buff-coloured sandstone. It was based 
on a painting of Burns by Peter Taylor, and 
commissioned by a relative, William Taylor, in 
1829. He was the father of William Andrew Taylor 
who had the statue sent from London to him 
at Camperdown in 1883, when he donated it to 
the town. The statue depicts Burns seated on a 
tree stump with his dog Luah beside his left leg. 
The oldest sculpture of Burns in the world, it is 
one of seven statues of Burns to be found across 
Australia.

In 2009 vandals attacked the statue, chipping 
the stone hat and breaking the dog’s legs. After 
restoration the statue was moved to the Civic 
Centre, where it is now protected from further 

vandalism. The pedestal and plaque remain in the Camperdown Botanic Gardens. 
The restoration process led to the formation of the Robert Burns Scottish Festival in 
the town, held annually since 2012 (but cancelled this year because of the pandemic). 
In July 2015 a plaque was unveiled during 
the festival; commissioned by the Scottish 
government, it gives a brief history of the 
statue.

The statue of Burns is a unique example 
in Victoria of a sandstone sculpture carved 
in the 1830s prior to the foundation of 
Port Philip in 1835. Other early outdoor 
sculptures were either of bronze or marble 
and date from the 1860s or later.

References:
Monument Australia: Robert Burns.  http://monumentaustralia.org.au/
themes/people/foreigners/display/30607-robert-burns
Robert Burns Statue, 181 Manifold Street Camperdown, Corangamite 
Shire. https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/165957
Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Aboretum.  https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/4374
Wikipedia: Camperdown, Victoria.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camperdown,_Victoria

The Burns statue now restored and protected 
in the Camperdown Civic Centre. Credit: 
Victorian Heritage Database.

Some of the mature trees in historic Camperdown 
Botanic Gardens. Credit: Victorian Heritage Database.
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DAVID RELPH DRAPE

STAINED GLASS ARTIST
The magnificent stained glass window 
in the gallery at the rear of Scots’ 
Church depicts eight episodes from the 
gospel and is called ‘The Teachings of 
Jesus’. Detail of this window is featured 
on the cover of this issue of The Leaflet. 
The oldest window in the church, it was 
presented in 1876 by the Honorable Sir 
Samuel Wilson who was President of 
the Victorian Legislative Assembly at 
the time. It is classified by the National 
Trust as one of a highly distinctive 

group of windows dating from the 1860s to the 1870s which are of great historic 
importance. The window was manufactured by Ferguson and Urie of Melbourne 
and the artist was David Relph Drape.

The son of Quaker parents, Drape was born at Greenrow, Cumberland, England in 
1821. His father came from a family with a long history of educators who specialised 
in mathematics and navigational astronomy. Although his father died when David 
was just one year old, his education would have been assured. 

Drape’s interest and great skill in painting and in stained glass window design became 
apparent in his thirties. After gaining experience as an apprentice, when working in 
Carlisle he formed a partnership with another tradesman, John Scott. They embraced 
a range of services including plain and decorative house painting, ecclesiastical 
decoration, glazing, glass staining and carving, to name just some. Their business 
expanded over the next four years in the mid-1850s, and they undertook a number of 
significant renovations including the decoration of the ceiling of Carlisle Cathedral. 
They also completed a stained glass window for the New Church in Dundee in 1856. 
Their work continued over the next couple of years, and included the completion of 
several stained glass windows.

Drape had married but his first wife, Amelia, suffered from severe mental illness and 
was eventually admitted to a lunatic asylum. Their son was raised by Amelia’s parents.

In early 1858 Drape received a letter from James Ferguson, of the plumbing and 
glazing firm Ferguson and Urie of North Melbourne, offering him employment 
as a senior stained-glass artist, as the company was moving to become the first 

The gallery window, The Teachings of Jesus’, designed 
by Drape. Credit: Mal Austen, 2008.
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commercial stained glass company in the 
colony. He decided to take up the offer, 
arriving in Victoria in September 1858. He 
found that there was no work for him as the 
gold rush had greatly affected Melbourne 
with so many leaving the city to try their 
luck in finding gold. Drape set out for the 
goldfields and settled in Maldon, Central 
Victoria, where he remained for three 
years, working as an architect. He designed 
many Maldon buildings including Holy 

Trinity Anglican Church, Maldon Hospital and the Beehive Mine Chimney, all of which 
still stand today. 

By the early 1860s tradesmen and failed gold diggers had returned to Melbourne 
seeking employment, and Ferguson and Urie were able to enact their plans for a 
stained glass window workshop in Curzon Street, North Melbourne. In 1863 they 
enticed Drape back to Melbourne where he was employed as a senior stained glass 
artist. By this time he had received word that his first wife had died which probably 
allowed him to plan more clearly for his future. In 1864 he married Jane Selby, whose 
family he had known back in Carlisle. He purchased a cottage in Chapman Street, 
North Melbourne, close to the stained glass workshop. David and Jane had four sons 
between 1866 and 1873. 

In 1873 Ferguson and Urie established the Hotham School of Art to encourage 
young men to develop the skills required for the stained glass business; Drape taught 
ornamental shading and landscape in the school. He was also a founding member of 
the Victorian Academy of the Arts.

Drape spent 19 years with the firm, during this time designing and painting many 
landscape scenes and portraits in both ecclesiastical and secular stained glass 
windows. Some of his paintings and pencil drawings can be found in the Maldon 
Museum and in collections of the State Library of Victoria. He died on 3rd March 1882 
and was buried in the Melbourne General Cemetery. Jane died at the age of 92, at the 
residence of her third son David at Neerim Junction, Gippsland in November 1902.

‘The Teachings of Jesus’ is a magnificent example of Drape’s outstanding skill as an 
artist who had a great depth of understanding in working with stained glass.

References:
Brown, Ray. Ferguson and Urie: Colonial Victoria’s Historic Stained Glass Craftsmen 1853 – 1899. David Relph Drape, Stained Glass Artist (1821 – 1882). 
https://fergusonandurie.wordpress.com/2012/03/29/30-03-1882-david-relph-drape-1821-1882/
The Scots’ Church, Melbourne. The Stories in Stained Glass. Madding Crowd Publishing, 2011.

 Royal Park Paddock, 1871, watercolour by David Relph 
Drape. Credit: State Library of Victoria.
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Show the ten lepers the way to Jesus, to be healed.

Amazing Maze

for 
kids

Word search
Luke Chapter 17
Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused 
letters in the grid will spell out a hidden message. Pick them 
out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go 
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions..

(Solution on page 25)

The words to find ...
Apostles

Faith
Forgive
Healed

Jerusalem
Kingdom

Leper
Mercy
Noah
Praise
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WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL AND ITS GREAT WEST WINDOW
Winchester Cathedral, an Anglican 
church in Hampshire, England, is one of 
the largest cathedrals in Europe and has 
the greatest overall length of any Gothic 
cathedral. It also contains a unique 
stained glass window with a remarkable 
story.

The pre-Norman cathedral at Winchester 
was founded in 642 AD on a site next to 
the present building, and was known as the 
Old Minster. It became part of a monastic 
settlement in 971. In 1079 the Bishop of 
Winchester began work on a completely 
new cathedral of Norman design which 
was consecrated in 1093. The Old Minster 
was demolished as soon as the new 
building was in use. Much of the Norman 
building of 1093 survives.

After some renovations and alterations over time, the next major phase of building 
was undertaken in the 14th century. At this time the Romanesque style of the nave 
was transformed into Perpendicular Gothic style and wooden ceilings were replaced 
with stone vaults. The new west front of the cathedral was another addition as more 
changes and improvements to the building continued over the 15th century.

When King Henry VIII seized control of the Catholic Church in England and declared 
himself the head of the new Church of England, the Benedictine priory at Winchester 
surrendered to him in 1539. Some time afterwards the monastic buildings associated 
with the cathedral were demolished but, unlike many other cathedrals and abbeys, 
Winchester Cathedral was spared following a petition from the people of the town. 
Changes, repairs and improvements to the structure have continued up to the present 
time, and it remains a magnificent building which still reveals aspects of its Norman 
heritage overlaid by the later Gothic style.

The original stained glass west window at the entrance to the cathedral was similar 
in design to many others of the era, with images of stories and illustrations from the 
Bible, as well as those of saints. The destruction of this very large window occurred 
during the English Civil War (1642 – 1651), when the Royalists and Parliamentarians 
(Roundheads) were fighting at Winchester, a Royalist stronghold, in 1650. The 

The nave of Winchester Cathedral looking west. Credit: 
Hugh Llewelyn, 2019. Creative Commons.
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Parliamentarians overran the city, 
with much of both castle and 
city being ruined. The victorious 
army celebrated with alcohol 
stolen from the Royalists’ cellars 
and many of the soldiers became 
very drunk. They descended upon 
the cathedral and began to wreck 
the tombs of Anglo-Saxon saints 
and others buried there. They 
threw the bones from the tombs 
at the stained glass windows and 
well as firing at them with their 
muskets. This continued until all 

the windows were smashed, and shards of the coloured glass were strewn across 
the cathedral floor. They also caused other damage to the building. The horrified 
residents of Winchester collected the pieces of glass and stored them secretly until 
the restoration of the monarchy with the King Charles II.

Although the initial plan of restoration of the 
great west window was to re-create the original 
design, it soon became evident that this task 
would be impossible given the enormous 
number of glass fragments to be sorted. These 
pieces of glass were randomly replaced in the 
window to form the colourful mosaic pattern 
which is seen today. It is possible to pick out 
some less abstract images from the fragments.

The great west window is a reminder that the 
damage caused by conflict can sometimes 
be replaced by something of great beauty. 
Although the window no longer depicts saints 
or Bible stories, it is now a unique, beautiful 
and most extraordinary mosaic stained glass 
window.
References:
GuideofEngland.com. Winchester Cathedral Stain Glass Window. https://www.guideofengland.com/winchester/winchester-cathedral-stain-glass-
window.html
Wikipedia: Winchester Cathedral. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winchester_Cathedral
Winchester Cathedral: The Story of the Great West Window. https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/learning-zone/school-visits-activities-and-
teacher-resources/the-story-of-the-great-west-window/

Winchester Cathedral west window detail. Credit: Tony Hisgett, 
2011. Creative Commons.

Winchester Cathedral is the longest medieval 
church in the world at 169 metres. Credit: Ingo 
Richmann, 2005. Creative Commons.
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Biblical Crossword
Luke Chapter 17
Solution on page 25

Across
2. Jesus compared faith to a 
 grain of what sort of seed?
5. The leper’s ____________ 
 made him well.
7. How many lepers thanked 
 Jesus for being healed?
9. Who inquired about the 
 coming of the Kingdom of 
 God?
11. Whoever _______________ 
 his life will keep it.
12. The apostles asked Jesus to 
 ____________their faith.

Down
1. The disciples were reminded 
 of the fate of whose wife?
2. The lepers asked Jesus for 
 what?
3. How many lepers did Jesus 
 meet along the way?
4. If your brother sins, 
 ___________ him.
5. If a brother repents of sins 
 against you what must you 
 do?
6. Whoever seeks to 
 ._______________ his life 
 .will lose it.
8. Jesus compared the days 
 of the Son of Man to those of 
 __________.
10. Jesus spoke of destruction 
 from heaven when Lot went 
 out from which city?
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