Exodus 7:8-8:19 — The Plagues: Part 1

Today’s Roadmap
Lord willing, we will explore Exod 7:8-8:19,
which covers …
The prologue to the plagues, and …
The first 3 plagues, including — Turning
the Nile to blood, the frog invasion, and the
gnat infestation

But First …
A few MORE introductory thoughts
The 1st is the progressive intensification
of the plagues noted by …
#’s 1-4 being annoying, followed by …
#’s 5-8 which bring material loss and physical
suffering — culminating in …

But First …
#’s 9 and 10 which bring psychological suffering
#9 Darkness: Invoking dread and outright fear
#10 Death: Invoking intense grief

Along with the plagues intensification is
a parallel intensification of Pharaoh’s
folly seen in …

But First …
His stubborn resistance to God’s judgment
despite the consequences, which is …
“Mad insanity” really — and wholly typical
of all resistance to God’s will

A 2nd introductory thought concerns
the structure of the first 9 plagues

But First …
Namely, there is a discernible literary
pattern marked by …
Three groupings of three plagues each —
which we noted last week, and …
A consistent introductory formula for each
of the three plagues in each group

Literary Pattern
“In the morning”
Plague
Text

“Go to Pharaoh”
Plague
Text

No Announcement
Plague
Text

1

7:15

2

8:1

3

8:16

4

8:20

5

9:1

6

9:8

7

9:13

8

10:1

9

10:21

But First …
A 3rd thought is a question — What
was the timeline of the plagues?
The answer to which — depends on
your view of the plagues themselves
If you believe that …

But First …
The plagues are “intensified” natural
phenomenon, then …
You would ascribe to a 9 month timeline

If you believe they are “outright
miracles” that conform with natural
phenomenon, then …

But First …
You would ascribe to a much shorter timeline
— maybe as short as a three week period

Both views can — and do — make
good arguments, nevertheless …
The only thing we can know with
certainty is …

But First …
The terminal date of the 10 plagues
What is it?
Passover — the 14th day of ‘Nissan’
Our modern day calendar of mid-March to
mid-April

How do we know this?

But First …
Because with the 10th plague the Jewish
ordinance of Passover is instituted

Another question that arises is —
Where did the events of this narrative
take place … Thoughts?
This text doesn’t say, but turn to Ps 78:12, 43

But First …
Tradition, historical
records, and Scripture
point to …
The Northeastern part of
the Nile Delta — Zoan
Which makes sense given
the proximity of the
Nation of Israel

But First …
Next is the question of purpose of the
plagues — Why?
Turn to Exod 5:1-2 [Read]
Pharaoh questions who the LORD is and now he
will receive the answer …
He is the God of the universe with sovereign
control over every element of it!

But First …
Secondarily, the plagues serve to
demonstrate …
The impotence of idolatry
The uniqueness of the LORD, and …
The perils of arrogant self will and pride

But First …
Tangentially, I also think that the
plagues serve to …
Address any remaining unbelief among the
Israelites

Last — What would be a better “label”
for the plagues?

But First …
The JUDGMENTS …

The plagues themselves are God’s
instruments of judgment against
Pharaoh’s hard-hearted resistance
So — on to the judgments — finally!

Structural Outline
Event

Title

Reference

2nd Judgment

8-13
:
7
TheD
Bloody Nile
REA
Flooded with Frogs

8:1-15

3rd Judgment

Infested with Gnats

8:16-19

Prologue
1st Judgment

Prefiguring the Judgments

7:8-13
7:14-25

The Prologue
The prologue proceeds in stages …
Divine instruction — vv. 8-9
M&A’s faithful response — v. 10
Pharaoh’s rebuttal — vv. 11-12a
The LORD’s exclamation point! — v. 12b
Pharaoh’s pride — v. 13

The Prologue
What purposes does the prologue serve?
Sets the pattern for the judgments, namely …
The LORD’s judgment pronounced
The LORD’s judgment inflicted
The LORD’s judgment countered or appealed
The LORD’s judgment persists or is retracted

The Prologue
Establishes M&A’s “bonafides” — their
credentials as the LORD’s emissaries

Pharaoh’s mind seems to be set — at
the outset … cf. Exod 7:3, so …
Why does he ask for a sign in v. 9?

The Prologue
I can’t be certain, but I think it is to expose
M&A as pretenders of supernatural authority

What is interesting about the sign M&A
are told to use?
It is same as the 1st one used to establish
M&A’s credentials to the Nation — Exod 4:1-5

The Prologue
How did the Nation respond?
They believed

How does Pharaoh respond?
He “counter-signs” and dismisses
Which is a testimony to the heart — same
sign, different responses … á la Rom 1:18ff

The Prologue
Who are Pharaoh’s magicians?
Trick question — the text doesn’t say!!
But — turn to 2 Tim 3:8-9

How does God demonstrate his hand
and authenticate M&A’s credentials?

The Prologue
By Aaron’s staff swallowing (lit. devouring)
the magician’s staffs

How does the prologue close?
With a confirmation of the condition of
Pharaoh’s heart — it was “hardened”

By way of implication, the prologue …

The Prologue
Demonstrates that God will provide
ample revelation and warning …
That we would be wise to heed,
versus rationalize and disregard, as
Pharaoh does and will persist in

The Prologue
Can you think of a NT ≈ to Pharaoh’s
behavior and this implication?
Turn to Matt 12:22-32 [Read]

Having “set the stage” — we now
experience the 1st judgment

The Bloody Nile
This 1st judgment will proceed in
progressive stages as follows9…
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Stage 1: God’s instructions to Moses — vv. 14-19

REA

Stage 2: God’s judgment inflicted — vv. 20-21
Stage 3: Pharaoh’s response and postlude — vv.
22-25

The Bloody Nile
At the outset, we note that ‘water’
brackets the opening and closing of
God’s judgments on Egypt …
It opens here with the pollution of the Nile
And it closes with the parting of the Red Sea

The Bloody Nile
M&A are working together, so why
does God only speak to Moses?
Turn back to Exod 4:10-16

What did God’s instructions include?
Meeting Pharaoh at the Nile at the time of
his morning ritual …

The Bloody Nile
Informing Pharaoh of the LORD’s demands
Pronouncing judgment on a failure to comply, and
Informing Aaron of his role in executing judgment

What revelation does Pharaoh get about
the LORD in v. 16?
That He is “the God of the Hebrews”

The Bloody Nile
Note inclusion of the article … the LORD is not one
of many but the “ONE and only”

What else does God reveal in v. 16?
The reason for His impending judgment!

Which is?
Pharaoh ‘ain’t’ listening — better translated as …
“You have paid no attention thus far!”

The Bloody Nile
Did God need to justify Himself?
NOOOOO …

Why explain then?
To expose Pharaoh’s heart of prideful rebellion
God is ‘longsufferingly kind’ to, and patient
with, sinners!!!

The Bloody Nile
God chooses no small symbol for His 1st
judgment …
The Nile stood at the center of Egyptian
life as its “life-source,” providing …
Drinking water, food, crop irrigation

The Bloody Nile
What is the point of v. 19?
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To identify the agent, and means, of God’s
impending judgment — Aaron and his staff …
To identify the extent of the impending
judgment … Which is?
ALL of their potable surface waters

D
REA

The Bloody Nile
What do you note about M&A’s
response to God’s instructions?
NIKE — they just did it
Which provides evidence of their full and
final submission to the LORD’s will, and …
Their faith in the LORD’s ability

The Bloody Nile
What do you note about the miracle
that makes it “miraculous?”
It takes effect instantaneously
For me — an argument for a literal miracle
And not an intensified natural phenomenon

The Bloody Nile
As well — the dead fish and undrinkable
water support ‘a miracle’ as the …
Natural phenomenon would not kill all the
fish nor make the water undrinkable …
Maybe unpleasant, but still potable
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The Bloody Nile
In these final verses we have Pharaoh’s
response to the miracle, and …
A postlude to the event
What do we observe in Pharaoh’s
response?

The Bloody Nile
Continued unbelief owing to …
The magicians mimicking the miracle —
suggesting to Pharaoh it’s no real miracle at all …
And — The same problem with his “hearing” and
“hard-heartedness” … JUST AS the LORD foretold
Note again that the hardening in v. 22 is stative —
that is, it is indicating the condition of his heart

The Bloody Nile
AND — Pharaoh remains indifferent to the
LORD’s attempts to get his attention!

Verse 24 serves to tell us that the
pollution was not universal …
Otherwise people would begin to die
after 3-4 days w/o water

The Bloody Nile
Throughout the judgments we get few
time-markers …
Why do you think we are given one in v.
25?
Perhaps to tell us that the LORD was allowing
time for Pharaoh’s heart to soften b4 He proceeds

The Bloody Nile
What might be a good implication
for us from this 1st judgment?
God will make detestable to us …
That which we idolize and worship other
than Him, and …

The Bloody Nile
He will take what we think will satisfy us and
make it a curse to us!

Well, we are just getting warmed up …
We find the 2nd judgment in vv. 1-15 of
chapter 8

Flooded With Frogs
The 2nd judgment proceeds in four
stages and we get some new
7 wrinkles
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D

Stage 1: The judgment pronounced — 8:1-5
Stage 2: The judgment inflicted — vv. 6-7
Stage 3: The judgment “appealed” — vv. 8-11
Stage 4: The judgment “retracted” — vv. 12-15

REA

Flooded With Frogs
We are already out of time …
So I’ll introduce the first two stages and
we will pick up the appeal and retraction
next week
The pronouncement is structurally the
same as the 1st judgment …

Flooded With Frogs
The LORD again instructs Moses —
he is to …
Demand the Nation’s release — v. 1
Communicate the consequence of rejecting
the LORD’s demand — vv. 2-4
Inform Aaron of his responsibility — v. 5

Flooded With Frogs
Again, Aaron responds obediently …
And, the miracle is instantaneous
Finally, as with the 1st judgment,
Pharaoh’s magicians re-enacted the
miracle

Flooded With Frogs
So — one last question for today …
What would have been a more
compelling sign for the magicians to
perform?
To REVERSE the miracle!

Flooded With Frogs
Adding to the frog invasion hardly seems to
be a comfort — or compelling
They have already proven they can mimic
the LORD’s actions …
If they, and their ‘gods,’ are truly superior
to the LORD, why not take it up a notch!

Flooded With Frogs
Well — Pharaoh already seems to
know why (they can’t!), which …
Is why he appeals to M&A to remove
the judgment, where …
We will pick up next week

