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SESSION 3 | Mercy’s Response— 

Charity & Constructive Conflict  
 
REVIEW:  

Anger: It’s an active displeasure against something that is important enough to 
care about… 
 
Every episode of anger has these three components: 

i. I identify something as wrong – whether real or perceived 
ii. I take a stance of disapproval 
iii. In some way I am moved to action 

 

I. RESPONDING TO WRONGS RIGHTLY – GOSPEL CLARITY 
 

“A spiteful, quarrelsome (angry) Christian is a scandal. It is doubtful that such a one 
has sat at the foot of the cross!” – J.C. Ryle 
 
Q: what does it look like for you to sit at the foot of the cross? What truths from 
God’s word help to calibrate your anger compass?  

1. I am the worst sinner I know: 1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and 
deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  

2. Wrath of God has been satisfied… so I don’t need to add to it. “He was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — 
to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 
53:5–6) 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

II. RESPONDING TO WRONGS RIGHTLY – GETTING MERCY 
RIGHT 

UNDERSTANDING MERCY:  
MERCY – To seek the good of another in their misery and distress.  

 
God’s mercy: His goodness towards those in misery and distress – Grudem 
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RECEIVING MERCY 
 

Q: This psalm swells with mercy… What imagery of God’s goodness affects you 
today? 
 
Psalm 103:8–14 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger 
forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion 
to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he 
knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 

 

DEPLOYING MERCY’S CONSTRUCTIVE DISPLEASURE:  
 

Biblical Anger is Mercy deployed in constructive displeasure 
 
 
Displeasure – strong, clear-minded disapproval of wrongs 
 
Constructive – responding to a situation in a way that builds up. 
 
“By definition, mercy is consistently constructive. Mercy Intervenes to address 
and solve whatever problem is in view. It is a rich, complex way to of responding 
to life.” – Powlison pg 72 
 
“The typical bad angers are all versions of returning evil for evil. But, where 
intelligent mercy flows, then mercy’s displeasure brings a powerful good. Strong 
mercy is the DNA of the entire Bible. Clear-minded mercy is the DNA of 
redemption. Jesus gathers up our angers, not to neuter our sensitivity to evil, 
but to redeem how we respond.”  – Powlison pg 72 
 
 

III. MERCY’S CONSTRUCTIVE DISPLEASURE extends CHARITY 

Charity – undeserved, purposeful, generous kindness   
Charity looks at what happened and says, “That’s wrong,” and then it displays the 
unexpected generous act of kindness. This calls for the most difficult self-
confrontation of all; “Love your enemies.”1 – Powlison Pgs. 88-89 
 

 
1 All comments in quotes are taken from David Powlison’s book Good and Angry unless stated otherwise. 
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God’s grace: His goodness towards those who deserve only punishment – Grudem 
 
1 John 3:16,18 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers… Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

 
Ephesians 5:1–2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in 
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

 
Matthew 5:43–45 “43 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may [show yourselves to] be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  

 
 

IV. MERCY’S CONSTRUCTIVE DISPLEASURE engages in 
CONFLICT 

Constructive Conflict – the willingness to start a necessary conflict to solve a 
real problem.  
 
Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an 
enemy. 
 
“The displeasure of Mercy enters forcefully in the conflict in order to 
redeem…constructive anger steps into wrongs with conviction and force. It tackles 
evils head on… [The Displeasure of Mercy] means a willingness to go through the 
messy process of engaging in constructive conflict...You raise the problem that 
wrong creates. Do that in the right kind of way, and you create the right kind of 
trouble.” – Powlison Pg. 96 
 
“Jesus was a redemptive troublemaker.” – Powlison Pg. 96 
 
Case Study from the redemptive troublemaker:  
 
Mark 9:33–37 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the 
way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. And he sat 
down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must 
be last of all and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of 
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such child 
in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who 
sent me.”  
 
Q: What was the “problem” Jesus was seeking to address? (use biblical language) 
Q: What can we learn from HOW Jesus sought to continue the conversation?  
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Q: How did Jesus’ words in this constructive conflict serve the various listeners (his 
disciples, the child, the anyone else in the house)?  
Q: What do Jesus’ action reveal about his GOAL in constructive conflict? 
 

SURGEON’S GUIDE TO CONSTRUCTIVE CONFLICT  
 “The three qualifications of a good surgeon are requisite in a reprover: he should 

have an eagle’s eye, a lion’s heart, and a lady’s hand; in short he should be 
endued with wisdom, courage, and meekness.” Matthew Henry 

 
SURGEONS NEED WISDOM  

TO SELF-INSPECT 
Matthew 7:3–5 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 

 
TO HAVE THE RIGHT REALISTIC GOALS (play the long game): 

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (ESV) 

 
SURGEONS NEED COURAGE 

Courage is not simply one of the virtues but the form of every virtue at the testing 
point, which means at the point of highest reality. - C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape 
Letters 
 
Christian courage is the willingness to say and do the right thing regardless of 
the earthly cost, because God promises to help you and save you on account of 
Christ. John Piper 
 
COURAGE TO CONFRONT & TO CALL TO CONFESSION & REPENTANCE 
 

2 Samuel 12-13: Nathan’s confrontation of David. 
 
Psalm 7:12–13 [12] If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; he 
has bent and readied his bow; [13] he has prepared for him his deadly 
weapons, making his arrows fiery shafts.  
 
“Mercy is not a free pass. It is an invitation to turn and repent.” Powlison pg 
94 
 
REPENTANCE Looks like:   

   When I ___ (what I did) 
   I was ___ (use biblical words for sin) 
   Would you please forgive me? 
   With God’s help, next time… I will not ____ Instead I will _____ 
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SURGEONS REQUIRES MEEKNESS 
 
  James 3:13; 17 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 

conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. [-] 14 But if you 
have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be 
false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 [+] But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. (ESV) 

   
  Isn’t it remarkable that the marks of biblical wisdom and biblical meekness are 

the same? Wisdom in the Bible is never a merely intellectual affair. It is a 
disposition of the heart as well as ideas in the head. – John Piper 

 
  And when it [meekness] must say a critical word to a person caught in sin or 

error, it speaks from the deep conviction of its own fallibility and its own 
susceptibility to sin and its utter dependence on the grace of God. John Piper 

 
Proverbs 12:16 The vexation of a fool is known at once, but the prudent ignores 
an insult.  

 
Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

 
Proverbs 15:4 A gentle tongue is a tree of life… 
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HWK 1: Read PSALM 103 and reflect on aspects of God’s mercy todays you! Now, 
pray through the Psalm first thanking God for his mercy towards you and THEN asking 
him to help you reflect and extend his mercy to others! 
 
 
HWK 2: Taken from Good and Angry, Pg. 96-97. Look at the list below. List 1 includes 
the redemptive words that characterize energetic mercy in the midst of dealing with 
conflict. List 2 includes words that characterize destructive speech. Eph. 4:22-24 
commands us to put off the old man with its deceitful desires by the renewing of our 
minds. Put a check mark by the words that characterize your speech toward those 
closest to you. Take some time to reflect on what gospel truths and corresponding 
scriptures move your responses from list 2 to list 1.  
 
 

List 1           List 2 
Rebuke Attack 

Reprove Criticize 

Admonish Accuse 

Exhort Moralize 

Confront Condemn 

Judge Fairly Be Judgmental 

Warn Threaten 

Talk Directly Talk Aggressively 

Righteous Indignation Self-righteous Hostility 

 
 

 


