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I. REVIEW: THE PERSONAL MINISTRY OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

“The ministry of the word reproduces itself in the ministry of the people…This is 
what happens when the word of God as it were ‘jumps’ from the pulpit and starts 
running around our lives.”  Sinclair Ferguson  
 
A church enjoying a faithful gospel-centered exposition of God’s word is poised to 
provide a skillful and personal application of the gospel. Such a church will be 
growing up into maturity in Christ. (Eph. 4.11-16; Ro. 15.14-16a; Heb. 3.12-13; Heb. 
10.23-25) 
 
Broadly Defined: Biblical counseling occurs through the daily, Christ-centered, and 
interpersonal care within my various relationships, largely through personal 
conversations.   
 
Narrowly Defined:  Biblical counseling occurs in careful application of God’s Word 
in the concentrated discipleship that all Christians need at various times.1    
 
Notice how interpersonal the New Testament is: 

 
• Give grace to those who hear. Eph. 4.29 
• Stir one another up to love and good works Heb. 10.24   
• Speak the truth in love Eph. 4.15   
• Give a reason for the hope we profess 1 Pet. 3:15   
• Speak the oracles of God I Pet. 4.11   
• Admonish…encourage…help…be patient with them all. I Thess. 5.14   

 
The Gospel of John: Notice the personal ministry in the life of our Lord  
 
The Letter of Hebrews: Notice the personal ministry in the reign of our Lord 

 
                                                
1 The term “concentrated discipleship” comes from Steve Viars, The Discipleship River. The Journal of 
Biblical Counseling. Spring 2002. 
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II. GOD’S WORD: ALL WE NEED FOR PERSONAL MINISTRY 

A. Scripture provides the true story in which we find ourselves   

 
1. Creation: In Genesis 1 and 2, God's Word reveals his careful design of all of 

creation.  Through the doctrine of creation, we can answer, "How do I know I 
have purpose and meaning?  Whose authority matters? What does God's 
blueprint in creation reveal about his intentions for my life?" 

 
 

2. Fall: God's Word reveals that while God had a plan for human flourishing and 
joy in him and his design, into that plan came Satan. He brought a counter 
narrative to Adam and Eve.  He challenged God’s authority and minimized the 
seriousness of God’s voice. By listening to Satan, by disobeying God, Adam 
and Eve brought severe consequences upon humanity.  
 
By understanding the problem of sin, the nature of sin, we can answer: "What 
is the source of mankind’s problems?  What is the root of my problems? Why 
do I do tend to go my own way?  Why do I think SO MUCH about me? Why 
do I desire what I desire?  What do I want these things SO MUCH?”   

 
 

3. Redemption: God's Word reveals that he did not leave us in our sin and 
hopelessness.  Into our world he sent his only son, the eternal Son of God, 
clothed in humanity, yet without sin, to be our Savior. Through the doctrine of 
redemption, we can answer, "How am I rescued? What becomes of my guilt? 
What is my identity now? How do I know and experience the love of God? 
How do I know God cares? How do I know I can approach a Holy God? How 
do I know God sympathizes with me? How do I know God is with me?”   
 
 

4. Consummation: God's Word reveals that what is seen in this world is just a 
foretaste of what is to come.  One day Christ will return and make all things 
right.  Through the doctrine of Christ's return and consummation we can 
answer, "Where is our hope in life's difficulties? How do I remain joyful in a 
world of disappointment? Where am I headed? Who will make things right?" 
 

B. Scripture reveals the Christ-centered mission between redemption and 
Consummation: Proclaiming and Becoming Like Christ 

Between our experience of Christ’s redemption and his consummation, what is 
God’s agenda for our lives? Christ’s finished work graciously and powerfully 
applied. 
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“It’s Christ’s life, death, and resurrection that sets us free from sin so that now 
we’re free to stop sinning and obey God; to become progressively more like him; 
to live in harmony with his worth and excellence.  Its Christ’s cross and Christ’s 
resurrection that grants freedom from the penalty of sin and freedom from the 
power of sin; the freedom to begin to obey.  It’s at the Cross that God cancels our 
sins so that we can now conquer our sins by the Holy Spirit.  When the cross 
canceled the condemning power of sin, it did not make our working out of 
salvation unnecessary, it made it possible and in the end successful.” 2 
 
 
Phil. 2.12-13 
 
 
Titus 2.11-14 

 
 

C. Scripture reveals the Christ-Centered Aim of Personal Ministry 
 

“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 
we may present everyone mature in Christ.  For this I toil, struggling with all his 
energy that he powerfully works within me.”  Col. 1.28-29; cf. Eph. 4.11-16 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                
2 Rick Gamache, Sermon: The Gospel and Growth, SGM 2014 Pastors Conference 
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D. Why is Scripture vital to Interpersonal Care? 
 
 

1. God’s Word provides the conviction for personal ministry   
             
    2 Tim. 3.14-17 
             
    2 Peter 1.3-4 

 
If I’m not giving Scripture the final authority in my thinking and decision 
making, then I’m not thinking like a Christian. 

 
2. God’s Word provides the Christ-centered content   for personal ministry 

 
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to 
come to me that you may have life.” John 6.39-40 
 
Scripture, meditated upon and applied, causes me to think like Christ, to 
speak like Christ, to feel like Christ, to love like Christ. (2 Pet. 3.18) 
 
 

E. CONCLUSION 
 

Consider the storyline of the Bible as described above.  How does this picture of 
God’s unfolding plan of redemption provide you with peace, hope, and joy in a 
world that is fallen? 
 
A simple assignment: Study Titus 2.11-14.  Prayer assignment: Pray and ask 
God to highlight one area where you believe the Lord is “training” you to 
become more like Christ.   
 
Consider your friendships and recent conversations.  Is there someone who has 
recently shared a struggle? How can you bring the sufficiency of Scripture, and 
the hope of Christ into your ongoing conversation? 

 


