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Weekly Devotion #2 | The Lament of Job  | Job 2:11-3:26 
 

Day 1: Job’s Broken Heart 

• Quotes/References 
- CJ quote: “The book of Job doesn’t simply prepare us for suffering, the book of 

Job prepares us to walk with God in and through our suffering…we hear Job 
trying to explain his experience.” 

- Francis Anderson quote: “His concern from the beginning to the end is God; not 
his wealth or health, but his life with God. It is because he seems to have lost 
God that he is in such torment.” 

• Questions to Consider: 
- How do you think most Christians view suffering when they think about their walk 

with God? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- What are some of God’s ultimate purposes for you (and others) in suffering? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

 

• Prayer Recommendations: 

- Pray Philippians 3:8 for your community group. Pray that the Holy Spirit would 
help you all to genuinely treasure Jesus above all else, so that in any time of 
suffering you may be able to suffer loss as Paul and Job did. 
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Day 2: Innocent Suffering Revisited 

• Quotes/References 
- CJ: “This is a blameless, godly, genuine believer who, by the way, should be an 

inestimable comfort to us… What has happened to him is not an evidence of 
God’s discipline or God’s disapproval. It is meant to prepare us so that we are not 
surprised and confused if we encounter a similar darkness in relation to God or 
our circumstances as a genuine Christian.” 

- CJ: It’s important for us to note that their (Job’s friends) perspective and 
statements actually are orthodox.  Job’s friends aren’t communicating false 
doctrine. and actually Job would be in agreement with them on this particular 
aspect of orthodoxy. 

- Christopher Ash: “A true Christian may be taken by God through times of deep 
and dark despair. This may happen to a man or woman who is affirmed by God 
as a believer before the darkness, who remains a believer in the darkness, and 
who will finally be indicated by God as a believer after the darkness. He or she 
may be taken through this darkness even though he or she has not fallen into sin 
or backslidden from faith in Jesus Christ. This is a very important truth.” 

• Questions to Consider 

- Is the possibility that suffering has nothing to do with your sin anew thought to 
you? How have you previously thought of suffering and trials in terms of sin or 
consequences? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- How can this knowledge redirect your attention away from your anxieties, fear, or 
guilt and onto the love and faithfulness of God? What does the Bible tell you 
about how God has dealt with punishment for sin 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________ 
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• Prayer recommendation: 
- Pray and give thanks: Psalm 103:10-13   

 

Day 3: Being A Comforter 

• Quotes/References 

- CJ: “We want to be a church where those who are suffering, where those who 
are experiencing darkness can come and acknowledge their need , can pray this 
way (like Job), without being prematurely corrected…and by the way, you are 
that kind of church! (Brian, should I include this last part as an encouragement to 
the church, or should it be left out? I’ll let you make the call)” 

• Questions to Consider: 
- How have you addressed people that are suffering… particularly when you 

interpret their comments as complaining or unbelief? DO you tend to prematurely 
exhort those who are suffering? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- Who in your life has been a good example of how to comfort those in darkness? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- How has witnessing another Christian’s response to suffering encouraged you to 
see the depth of God’s goodness? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 
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• Prayer recommendation: 
- Pray John 11:33-35 for someone in our congregation you know is suffering.  Pray 

that they would remember that Jesus genuinely weeps with those who weep. 

- Pray 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 for yourself. Pray you may be well equipped by the Holy 
Spirit during our study of Job, so that you may appropriately comfort the 
downcast. 

 

Day 4: The “Why”  Question 

• Quotes/References 
- Francis Anderson quote: “The “why” question is Job’s desperate attempt to find 

again his lost friend”  

- CJ: The journey God takes Job is meant to serve us and help us walk with God in 
a fallen world where all you have to do is live long enough and you will suffer; 
where all you have to do is live long enough and you will ask the “why” question. 

- J.I. Packer quote: “If you ask, ‘Why is this or that happening?’ no light may come, 
for ‘the secret things belong to the Lord our God (Deu 29:29); but if you ask, ‘How 
am I to serve and glorify God here and now, where I am?’ there will always be an 
answer.” 

-  

• Questions to Consider 
- What do Christians tend to question about God when they go through dark 

times? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 
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- What might this reveal about their understanding of themselves compared to 
God? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- What have been some of your own “why” questions? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

• Prayer recommendations: 
- Pray 1 Peter 4 for yourself. Pray that when we suffer your greatest concern would 

be the display of the glory of God. 

- Pray Romans 8:35-39 for our congregation. Pray that all of us would remember 
that no matter what, even when we feel far from God, His love for us and 
presence with us has been eternally secured in Jesus. 

 

Day 5: Jesus and the Ultimate “Why?”  

• Quotes/References 

- CJ: “…In the midst of this darkness the son of God cries out, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” That’s the most perplexing why question in all of 
Scripture! When we suffer our questions of why are not really so perplexing. But 
this is the innocent one suffering, so this is the why question that is most 
perplexing. Why is the holy one hanging there, humanly unrecognizable, as he 
experiences the full fury of the righteous wrath of God?! Why?! Because God so 
loved the world, and sinners like you and me, and He sent his Son, and he 
crushed his Son, and he forsook him so that we might be forgiven!CJ: The 
journey God takes Job is meant to serve us and help us walk with God in a fallen 
world where all you have to do is live long enough and you will suffer; where all 
you have to do is live long enough and you will ask the “why” question.” 
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- CJ: “He endured that darkness so that the last word over our lives would not be 
darkness! Darkness does not have the last word!” 

 

• Questions to Consider 
- What does the suffering of Jesus on your behalf tell you of his ability and 

willingness to empathize with you in your own sufferings? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

- How can remembering Jesus’ perseverance in the midst of his “why” question 
encourage you towards obedience in the midst of your own season of darkness? 

 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________ 

• Prayer Recommendations: 
- Pray Isaiah 53:5 for yourself.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would refresh your 
 appreciation of the depth of Jesus’ substitutionary suffering for you 

- Pray John 1:5 for those in our congregation who may be in the midst of deep 
despair, or will be in the future, so that they may encouraged by Jesus’ ultimate 
victory over the darkness! 

 

 

 

 


