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SESSION 2 | The Actions of Christ  

I. INTRO 

A. Passages: 
 

• Isaiah 55:9-10 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher 
than your thoughts.” 

B.  Quotes: 
 

• The actions of Christ reflect his words, and they reflect his heart. There is 
no conflict between Christ’s heart and his actions because he is 
preeminently perfect. 

 
• “What he is, he does. He cannot act in any other way. His life proves his 

heart.” Pg. 25 
 

• “We need not wonder. It looks like a Middle Eastern carpenter restoring 
men’s and women’s dignity and humanity and health and conscience 
through healings and exorcisms and teaching and hugging and forgiving.” 
Pg. 169 

II. CHRIST FEELS 
A. Compassion: 

1. Passages: 
 

• Matthew 9:36, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.”   

 
• Matthew 15:32, “Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I 

have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to 
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 

2. Quotes: 
• “The Greek word for ‘compassion’ is the same in all these texts 

and refers most literally to the bowels or guts of a person—it’s an 
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ancient way of referring to what rises up from one’s innermost 
core. This compassion reflects the deepest heart of Christ.” Pg. 26 

B. Indignation 

1. Passages: 
• John 11:33-38 

2. Quotes: 
• “…our anger is justified when we are angry over evil that profanes 

God’s holiness and perverts his goodness.” David Bloom 
 

• “Perhaps we feel that to the degree we emphasize Christ’s 
compassion, we neglect his anger; and to the degree we 
emphasize his anger, we neglect his compassion. But what we 
must see is that the two rise and fall together. A compassion-less 
Christ could never have gotten angry at the injustices all around 
him, the severity of human barbarity, even that flowing from the 
religious elite…. It is the father who loves his daughter most 
whose anger rises most fiercely if she is mistreated.” Pg. 108-109 

 
• “While Christ is a lion to the impenitent, he is a lamb to the 

penitent—the reduced, the open, the hungry, the desiring, the 
confessing, the self-effacing. He hates with righteous hatred all 
that plagues you.” Pg. 111 

C. Joy 

1. Passages: 
• Hebrews 12:2 “for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.”  

2. Quotes: 
• “The joy of seeing his people forgiven.” Pg. 39 

 
• “It was the joyous anticipation of seeing his people made invincibly 

clean that sent him through his arrest, death, burial, and 
resurrection. When we today partake of that atoning work, coming 
to Christ for forgiveness, communing with him despite our 
sinfulness, we are laying hold of Christ’s own deepest longing and 
joy.”Pg. 40 

 
• Goodwin: “[Christ’s] own joy, comfort, happiness, and glory are 

increased and enlarged by his showing grace and mercy, in 
pardoning, relieving, and comforting his members here on earth.” 
Pg. 36 
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III. CHRIST INITIATES 

A. Passages: 
• Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

tomorrow.” 
 

• Psalm 103:2-5 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who 
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and 
mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.” 

 

B. Quotes: 
• “…if the actions of Christ are reflective of who he most deeply is, we 

cannot avoid the conclusion that it is the very fallenness which he came 
to undo that is most irresistibly attractive to him.” Pg. 30 

 
• “The cumulative testimony of the four Gospels is that when Jesus Christ 

sees the fallenness of the world all about him, his deepest impulse, his 
most natural instinct, is to move toward that sin and suffering, not away 
from it.” Pg. 30 

 
• “When Jesus, the Clean One, touched an unclean sinner, Christ did not 

become unclean. The sinner became clean.” Pg. 31 
 

• “…wherever he went, whenever he was confronted with pain and 
longing, he spread the good contagion of his cleansing mercy.” Pg. 32 

 
• “The same Jesus who wept at the tomb of Lazarus weeps with us in our 

lonely despair. The same one who reached out and touched lepers puts 
his arm around us today when we feel misunderstood and sidelined. The 
Jesus who reached out and cleansed messy sinners reaches into our 
souls and answers our half-hearted plea for mercy with the mighty 
invincible cleansing of one who cannot bear to do otherwise.” Pg. 32 

 
• “God didn’t meet us halfway. He refused to hold back, cautious, 

assessing our worth. That is not his heart. He and his Son took the 
initiative. On terms of grace and grace alone. In defiance of what we 
deserved.” Pg. 191 

 
• “He went down into the horror of death and plunged out through the 

other side in order to provide a limitless supply of mercy and grace to his 
people.” Pg. 37 
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IV. CHRIST INTERCEDES 

A. Passages: 
• Hebrews 7:25 “Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those 

who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them.”  

 
• Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

B. Quotes: 
• “a third party comes between two others and makes a case to one on 

behalf of the other.” Pg. 80 
 

• “…intercession applies what the atonement accomplished. Christs 
present heavenly intercession on our behalf is a reflection of the fullness 
and victory and completeness of his earthly work, not a reflection of 
anything lacking in his earthly work.” Pg. 79 

 
• “The atoning work of the Son was something the Father and the Son 

delightedly agreed to together in eternity past. The Son’s intercession 
does not reflect the coolness of the Father but the sheer warmth of the 
Son.” Pg. 80 

 
• Berkhof: “It is a consoling thought that Christ is praying for us, even 

when we are negligent in our prayer life.” Pg. 84 
 

• “Our sinning goes to the uttermost. But his saving goes to the uttermost. 
And his saving always outpaces and overwhelms our sinning, because 
he always lives to intercede for us.” Pg. 85 

V. CHRIST ADVOCATES 
 

A. Passages: 
• 1 John 2:1 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 

may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  

B. Quotes: 
• “Intercession has the idea of mediating between two parties; an 

advocate doesn’t simply stand in between two parties but steps over and 
joins the one party as he approaches the other.” Pg. 87 

 
• “Christ as our advocate may have a faint legal connotation but more 

frequently in literature outside the New Testament in early times it has to 
do with something more subjective, expressing deep solidarity.” Pg. 89 
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• “To come to the Father without an advocate is hopeless. To be allied 
with an advocate, one who came and sought me out rather than waiting 
for me to come to him, one who is righteous in all the ways I am not—
this is calm and confidence before the Father.” Pg. 89 

 

VI.  CHRIST SHOWS MERCY  
 

A. Passages: 
• 2 Corinthians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,”  
 

• Hosea 11:8-9 “How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you 
over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you 
like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm 
and tender. I will not execute my burning anger; I will not again destroy 
Ephraim; for I am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I 
will not come in wrath.” 

 
• Exodus 34:6-7: “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children and the children’s children, to the third and fourth 
generation.”  

B. Quotes: 
• Edwards: “God has no pleasure in the destruction of calamity of persons 

or people. He had rather they should turn and continue in peace. He is 
well-pleased if they forsake their evil ways, that he may not have 
occasion to execute his wrath upon them. He is a God that delights in 
mercy, and judgment is his strange work.” Pg. 142 

 
• “His highest priority and deepest delight and first reaction—his heart—is 

merciful and gracious. He gently accommodates himself to our terms 
rather than overwhelming us with his.” Pg. 148 

 
• “Being, not becoming.” Pg. 172 

VII. CHRIST KEEPS 
 

A. Passages: 
• Romans 5:6-11 “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God 
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shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, [listen 
close here], much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 
his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have received reconciliation.”  

 
• Romans 6:15-16, “What then? Are we to sin because we are not under 

law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present 
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness?” 

B. Quotes: 
• Edwards: “The creation of the world seems to have been especially for 

this end, that the eternal Son of God might obtain a spouse, towards 
whom he might fully exercise the infinite benevolence of his nature. And 
to whom he might, as it were, open and pour forth all that immense 
fountain of condescension, love, and grace that was in his heart, and 
that in this way God might be glorified.” Pg. 206 

 


