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Introduction: Restating the Reason for Studying Mark 
The main goal in studying Mark’s Gospel is to understand what Mark intended to tell.  Robert 
Stein (senior professor for NT interpretation at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary) 
provides a helpful description of the “dominating purpose” for studying the Gospel of Mark.  He 
states,  

 
“The dominating purpose in each section of the Gospel is to answer the following: I, Mark, 
have told you [the unit under discussion] because...” (See Robert H. Stein, Mark. Baker 
Exegetical Commentary Series, 19). 
 

The goal and purpose of studying the Gospel of Mark is to hear what Mark has to say.  As we think 
about Mk 4:35-41, we are to ask: What is Mark trying to tell his readers through the story of the 
“stilled storm”? 

 
The Story of the “Stilled Storm” in Mk 4:35-41 
Mark uses the story of the “stilled storm” (Mk. 4:35-41) in order to further reveal the identity of 
Jesus as the Son of God.  From the very beginning of his Gospel, Mark states that he is writing 
about “the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mk. 1:1).  In the story of the “stilled storm” 
(Mk 4:35-41), Mark uses strategically placed questions, in order to highlight the identity of Jesus 
as the Son of God.  The disciples’ question (“Who then is this?” in 4:41) draws the reader into the 
story.  The question of Jesus’ identity becomes our question.  Peter Bolt comments, 

 
“The mention of emotion in a narrative, especially perhaps a primal emotion as fear, 
immediately draws the reader into the story.  Even if we have never been caught in a 
storm at sea, we have all been afraid.  The disciples’ fearful question easily becomes our 
own.” (Peter Bolt, The Cross from a Distance: Atonement in Marks Gospel. New Studies 
in Biblical Theology, 40). 
 

It seems, therefore, that Mark wants to draw his readers into the story.  As we (the readers) stand 
awestruck with the disciples in the boat, we are to likewise ask the question: “Who then is this, 
that even the wind and sea obey?”  The miracle functions to further reveal Jesus as the Son of 
God, who is both the sovereign Lord over nature as well as one who is merciful toward the fearful 
and doubting. 

 
The Miracle of the “Stilled Storm” Shows Jesus, the Son of God, as Sovereign 
The stilling of the storm is a miracle that reveals Jesus’ as the Son of God and sovereign Lord.  In 
the Old Testament it is only God who calms storms (e.g., Ps. 107:25).  Here we see Jesus rebuke 
the storm, resulting in the wind and sea’s obedience.  The sovereign Son of God speaks, and even 
the strongest tempest pauses in silence to listen to Lord of nature.  The Creator beckons to his 
creation, and it submits.  Echoes of Genesis 1 are heard as the Son of God speaks and creation 
listens (e.g., Gen 1:3). 
 
The Miracle of the “Stilled Storm” Shows Jesus as the Merciful Son of God 
The miracle of the “stilled storm” also shows that Jesus, the sovereign Son of God, is merciful.  
Again, this is seen in the strategically placed questions that Mark employs in the story.  The 
question raised by the disciples in this instance is perhaps the cruelest of questions: “Teacher, do 
you not care that we are perishing?” (4:38).  Despite the disciples’ jarring request, Jesus does not 
begin by correcting them.  Rather, he begins by first calming the sea, and then responds with a 



dual-question: “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” (4:40).  Jesus mercifully answers 
by showing that he at least expected his disciples to trust him.  As the reader is drawn into the 
story, they are likewise challenged to trust in Jesus.  Those whom he leads into a storm, he will 
protect and sustain through the storm.   
 
A Foreshadow of a Future Storm 
Furthermore, the story of the stilled-storm in Mk 4:35-41 foreshadows a future storm, a greater 
storm.  This storm, however, the disciples will not experience; it is the Savior alone who will 
endure the storm of his Father’s wrath.  Thus, the story of the “stilled storm” points towards the 
cross, anticipating the sinless Son who will bear the righteous indignation of the Father on behalf 
of sinners.  It is at the cross where the identity of Jesus reaches its crescendo: when the centurion 
cries out, “This man really was the Son of God!” (Mk 15:39).  The ultimate revelation of Jesus as 
the Son of God is seen at the storm of Calvary.  


