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    SESSION 2: The Sexual Revolution  
 

Rene Descartes (1596-1650): Truth is attainable and is deduced by looking inward.   

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778): Inward feelings show our deepest, truest 
selves.   

Romanticism (18th-mid19th Century): Authentic humanity is found in our connection to 
nature. 

G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831): Reason is the ‘Absolute Spirit’ in determining our sense of 
self. 

Karl Marx (1818-1883): Self is the highest authority, so what you do defines who you 
are.  

F. Nietzsche (1844-1900): God is dead, all that matters in one’s self is their will to 
power.  

The goal of this class is to answer...  

How do we define ourselves? How has the modern concept of ‘Self’ accelerated and 
exploded onto the scene?  

Understanding how we got here and being acquainted with our world protects us from 
deception, mobilizes us for debate, and arms us to defend our place as strangers in a 
strange new world.  

 

I. FREUD, REICH, AND THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION  
 

• What Makes One Happy?  

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939): Sex replaces self as the highest authority, ‘self’ serves 
as the presenting face of one’s sexual desire/behavior.  
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• Sexual Morality and the Fibers of Civilization  
 

o “If we are at root defined in large part by our sexual desires – if sexual 
desire (or ‘orientation’, as we now say) is who we are – then sex must 
become political because rules governing sexual behavior are rules that 
govern what is and is not considered by society to be legitimate as an 
identity”. - Trueman, Strange New World, 79.  

 
o “If a person is in some deep sense the sexual desires that they 

experience, then how society treats those desires is an extremely 
important political question”. - Trueman, Strange New World, 88.  

Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957): A Freudian-Marxist, author of The Sexual Revolution. – 
Sexual codes must be shattered if human beings are to be truly free.  

o “The free society will provide ample room and security for the gratification 
of natural needs. Thus, it will not only not prohibit a love relationship 
between two adolescents of the opposite sex but will give it all manner of 
social support” - Reich, The Sexual Revolution, 23.  

 
• A Marx-Fueled Sexual Revolution 
 

o Who upholds a sexually moral civilization? 
 

§ The Church  
 

§ The Family  
 

§ The Nation  
 
 

II. THE REVOLT OF THE MASSES  
 

• Our Rapid Transition 
 

o From a Fixed to Plastic World  
 
• Our Rapacious Technology  
 

o Plastic  
 

o Pills  
 

o Pornography  
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• Our Ruined Traditions 
 

o Church  
 

o Family 
 

o Nation  

 

“As with the collapse of the authority of church, nation, and family, this creates a 
vacuum of moral authority that is filled with the competing voices of a myriad of new 
identities and no objective way of adjudicating between them. And that means that 
society’s moral order defaults to pragmatism and, put crudely, to the matter of 
who shouts loudest and has the most effective lobby groups”. - Trueman, 
Strange New World, 101.  

III. SO, WHO AM I?  Colossians 2:6-10  

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up 
in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not 
according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have 
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority  

●  Servant of Christ - Galatians 1:10  

●  Cruficied with Christ - Galatians 2:20  

●  Free in Christ - Galatians 5:1  

●  Heir with Christ - Galatians 3:29  

●  Child of God - Galatians 4:4–7  

●  Led by the Spirit - Galatians 5:18  

 


