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Review: 

The self is associated with the inner self 

Rene Descartes (1596-1650): Truth is attainable and is deduced by looking inward. 
 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778): Inward feelings show our deepest, truest selves. 

 
Romanticism (18th-mid19th Century): Authentic humanity is found in our connection to 
nature. 

 
G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831): Reason is the ‘Absolute Spirit’ in determining our sense of self. 

 
Karl Marx (1818-1883): Self is the highest authority, so what you do defines who you are. 

 
F. Nietzsche (1844-1900): God is dead, all that matters in one’s self is their will to power. 
 
The Inner Self is associated with the sexual self 
 
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939): Sex replaces self as the highest authority, ‘self’ serves as 
the presenting face of one’s sexual desire/behavior. 
Wilhelm Reich (1897-1957): A Freudian-Marxist, author of The Sexual Revolution. – 
Sexual codes must be shattered if human beings are to be truly free. 
 
Where is happiness found, according to these philosophers? 
People can only find true happiness if their identity is congruent with their inner self, and 
this identity is affirmed by the society around them. 

 
The goal of this class is to answer… 

 
How do I know who I am?  
Why does the LGBTQ+ movement demand affirmation and how do I respond? 

 
In understanding the modern notion of identity, we will better understand where a 
transgender ideology looks for identity so that we can (1) understand where the Bible 
says our identity is to be found, (2) respond to those identifying as transgender. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



MARCH 2023 STRANGERS IN THIS STRANGE NEW WORLD 

 

 

I. Identity – How do I find who I am? 

 
• Modern Shift: At the individual level 

Plastic People – people with a moldable, changeable identy 

1) Plastic people do not have a fixed identity 

2) Plastic people have an “I-decide” identity 

3) Plastic people demand others recognize their identity 

 

• Modern Shift: At the individual level 

Liquid World – the evaporation of traditional social identities 

1) Evaporation of traditional identities 

2) Emergence of new communities based on personal identity 

 

• Modern Conclusion: Tolerance isn’t enough 

 

II. What is Transgenderism? 

 
● Transgender – anyone who’s gender identity does not match their 

biological sex 

 

● Nothing, not even your body, should stand in the way of your ability to 
determine your identity  
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III. Where does the Bible say our identity is to be found? 

 
● We are made in God’s image (Gen 1:26-27) 

● We are made for relationship with him (Rev 21:3) 

● We are transformed by our relationship with Christ (Eph 2) 

 

 Conclusion: Scripture answers the question, how do I know who I am? with God 
Decides 

 
IV. How do we respond? 

 
 
 Important Takeaways 
 

1) Are we living with a “God-Decides” identity? 
 

2) God communicates a lot about who we are through our bodies 
 

3) Be confident that a “God-Decides” identity that leads to our identity 
in Christ is the only life-giving identity 

 
 
  

Responding to those identifying as Transgender  
 

1) Pray 
 

2) Don’t forget we are dealing with people 
 

3) Don’t treat these individuals like gender is their most important identity 
 

4) Recognize it is likely a long journey 


