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SESSION 1: The Glory of God’s Word
“The Scriptures teach us the best way of living, the noblest way of suffering and the
most comfortable way of dying.” – John Flavel

“Read the Scripture, not only as a history, but as a love-letter sent to you from God.”
– Thomas Watson

“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years.”
– Charles Spurgeon

"Raking is easy, but you get only leaves; digging is hard, but you might find diamonds.”
– John Piper, Future Grace, 387

“Now these Jews [in Berea] were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were
so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as
well as men.” – (Acts 17:11–12)

The goal of this class is to…

1. Provide church members with fresh motivation to read God’s Word.

2. Equip church members with meaningful tools to interpret and apply God’s Word
in daily life.

I. WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

● God’s Word = God’s speech, God’s truth, God’s Word to us, including his
controlling power, his authority, and his personal presence
(John Frame, Systematic Theology, 519–531)

Q. What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?

A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, [a] is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and
enjoy him. [b]

○ (a.) Luke 24:27, 44; 1 Cor. 2:13; 14:37; 2 Pet.1:20-21; 3:2, 15-16

○ (b.) Deut. 4:2; Ps. 19:7-11; Isa. 8:20; John 15:11; 20:30-31; Acts
17:11; 1 John 1:4; 2 Tim. 3:15-17.
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 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.” – 2 Tim. 3:15-17

1. The Provider of Scripture

2. The Profit of Scripture

3. The Priority of Scripture

“The Bible is God’s revelation of himself and the history of his saving actions toward his
people, which culminate in Jesus Christ.”

II. THE PROVIDER OF SCRIPTURE

● General vs. Special Revelation

○ General Revelation = “The knowledge of God’s existence, character, and
moral law which comes through creation to all humanity… through
observing nature, through seeing God’s directing influence in history, and
through inner sense of God’s existence and laws which he placed in
every person.” Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 122.

a. Romans 1:20; Psalms 19:1-6; Matthew 5:45.

○ Special Revelation = “God’s words addressed to specific people, such as
the words of the bible, the words of the Old Testament prophets and New
Testament apostles, and the words of God spoken in personal address,
such as Mount Sinai or at the baptism of Jesus.” Wayne Grudem,
Systematic Theology, 122.

a. Deut. 9:10; Hebrews 1:1-2; John 1:1; 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:15-17

● Our Protestant History

○ The Shema: Deut. 6: 4-9

○ The Principle of Perpescuity = The clarity of scripture – the idea that the
Bible is written in such a way that its teachings understandable by all who
will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.
(Grudem, Systematic Theology, 108.)

○ The Principle of Private Interpretation = The privilege and responsibility to
learn how to interpret the Bible accurately — to learn how to get the
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meaning from the text instead of reading agendas back into Scripture.
(R.C. Sproul, https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/interpretation).

III. THE PROFIT OF SCRIPTURE

● Creation

● Crisis

● Covenants

● Christ

● Church

● Consummation

IV. The Priority of Scripture

● Some Troubling Statistics:

○ Ligonier Ministries: The State of Theology


