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WHERE WE HAVE BEEN & WHERE WE ARE GOING 
 

1/8 — Cameron — The Glory of God’s Word  
1/15 — Jason — The Nuts and Bolts of Interpretation  
1/22 — Steve — Interpretation Lab: Reading the Prophets Devotionally  
1/29 — TBD — Interpretation Lab: Psalms for the Trenches  

 
TODAY’s GOAL: learn the basics of biblical interpretation. 
 

Hermeneutics: "biblical hermeneutics is the art and science of interpreting the Bible." D.A. Carson  
Exegesis: applying the principles of interpretation to understand the meaning of a biblical text. 

 
"There is a place in Bible reading for "raking" and gathering up the leaves at a swift pace, but when 
we "dig" in Bible study, we unearth the diamonds.  In meditation, we marvel at the jewels."  
David Matthis  

 

I. TREASURE HUNTER’S PRAYER (courtesy of John Piper) 
 
• I “Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!” (Psalm 119:36) 

 
• O “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” (Psalm 119:18) 

 
• U “Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name.” 

(Psalm 86:11) 
 

• S “Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days.” (Psalm 90:14) 

 
 

II. TREASURE HUNTER’S TOOLS 
 

MAP = Bible  
1. ESV Study Bible 
2. ESV Literary Study Bible 
3. ESV Gospel Transformation Bible 
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TRAIL: gospel narrative arc 

 
“The Bible’s depiction of reality comes to us by way of a story [a worldview]. It’s the one, true, 
ultimate story that gives meaning to all our stories. It’s the story of God and his saving activity 
toward his creation in general and humanity in particular”. Jeff Purswell, Worldliness, 141. 

 
• Creation: God created the world, crafted man uniquely in his image, and set man in the 

world to worship and obey and thus reflect the character of God! 
 

• Crisis: man rebelled against God and experienced the just consequences of this sin. 
 

• Covenants: God makes a promise and continues to make promises to deal a final and fatal 
blow to the serpent through the offspring of Eve. As history plods on we see God’s ongoing 
commitment to rescuing his people and rebuilding his kingdom through the long-awaited 
serpent-crusher. 

 
• Christ + Cross: Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross was climax of redemption and the fulfillment 

of God’s promise to deal with the penalty, power and presence of sin in the life of his people 
and in the world. 

 
• Church: With Jesus risen and seated at the right hand of God, God sent his Spirit to 

continue his saving and sanctifying work transforming them by the gospel and mobilizing 
with the gospel.  

 
• Consummation: Christ’s coming and commissioning of his people ushered in the dawn of 

the kingdom of God which anticipates the final return of the king and the restoration and 
renewal of all things.  

 
“Transformed creation. God dwelling with his people. The curse lifted. Sins forgiven. God’s 
people serving him and worshipping him unhindered. God’s glory filling the earth. Redeemed 
humanity reigning over creation forever and ever. This is our destiny as followers of Jesus.” 
Matthew S. Harmon 

 
 

 TOPOGRAPHICAL LINES: making observations to understand the biblical landscape 
 

 UNDERSTAND THE BIG PICTURE (plug for reading study bible book intros)  
  

o What is the background? Who wrote it? When? To whom? Why? 
o What is the Genre: Law, History, Wisdom/Poetry, Prophecy, Gospels, Letters, 

Apocalypse. 
o What is the context? (the history, the setting, the audience, and the intention of the 

author). 
o What is the literary unit? Where in the book does this passage occur? 
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READ THE PASSAGE 

o Are there any major differences between translations? (ESV, NASB, HCSB, NIV) 
o Are there any details that are particularly striking? 

LOOK AT THE DETAILS 

o Pay attention to key words (names, places, unusual vocabulary, etc). 
§ 1. Words that are crucial to the passage: Ask yourself, what do we lose, if this 

word, or sentence wasn’t there: 
§ 2. Repeated words (e.g. 2 Cor 1: 3-7 “comfort”) 
§ 3. Figures of speech (“I am the good shepherd, door John 10:9) 
§ 4. Words that are unclear, puzzling, or difficult 

o Pay attention to small words (for, and, but, so, therefore, etc). 
o Note any genre-specific features. 

MEDITATE ON THE WORDS  

o For God so loved the world. 
o For God so loved the world. 
o For God so loved the world. 
o For God so loved the world. 
o For God so loved the world. 

 
CONSIDER THE FLOW OF THOUGHT 

o How do the sentences relate to one another? 
o How do the paragraphs relate to one another?  

“One bit of Bible prayed over, and bedewed with the Spirit, and made alive, though it be only a short 
sentence of six words, will profit you more than a hundred chapters without the Spirit.” Charles 
Spurgeon, in David Powlison, “Think Globally, Act Locally”, JBC, Vol. 22, No. 1, p. 3. 

INTERPRETIVE PICKAXE – Reflection question – digging for treasure: 
  

• What do we learn about God? 
• What do we learn about people? 
• What do we learn about relating to God?   
• What do we learn about relating to others? 

   
APPLICATION – transformed by the treasure: 
 

• What does God want me to understand? 
• What does God want me to believe? 
• What does God want me to desire? 
• What does God want me to do? 
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III. TREASURE HUNTER’S COMPANIONS: 
 

• People of God: 
• Pastors God has given to the people of God: 
• Trusted scholars (preferably scholars who are pastors ; )  

o Matthew S. Harmon, Asking the Right Questions: A Practical Guide to Understanding and 
Applying the Bible 

o R.C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture 
o New Bible Commentary (IVP)  

 
Unlike other books, which we read and “finish,” believers never truly “finish” reading the Bible. Just as 
we must eat physical food each day if we are to be physically healthy, so we must eat spiritual food 
each day if we are to be spiritually healthy. Conrad Mbewe 
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John Piper’s IOUS – Daily Prayer: 

• I “Incline my heart to your testimonies, 
and not to selfish gain!” (Psalm 119:36) 

 
• O “Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of your law.” 
(Psalm 119:18) 

 
• U “Teach me your way, O LORD, that I 

may walk in your truth; unite my heart to 
fear your name.” (Psalm 86:11) 

 
• S “Satisfy us in the morning with your 

steadfast love, that we may rejoice and 
be glad all our days.” (Psalm 90:14) 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 
 
1. What do we learn about God? 
 

• Look for God’s character (who he is, 
what he is like). 

 
• Look for God’s conduct (what he is 

doing). 
 

• Look for God’s concern (what things, 
events, people, he is concerned about). 

 
 
2. What do we learn about people? 
 

• Look for aspects of what it means to be 
created in God’s image. What longings 
or desires does the passage reveal that 
are expressions of being made in the 
image of God? 

 
• Look for the fallen condition (sinful 

beliefs, attitudes, feelings, actions, or 
tendencies mentioned or implied by the 
text). 

 
• Look for how God’s people should live. 

 
 

 
3. What do we learn about relating to God? 
 

• Look for things to praise and thank God 
for. 

 
• Look for sin to confess and repent. 

 
 

• Look for promises and truth to believe. 
 
4. What do we learn about relating to others? 
 

• Look for how we should interact with and 
treat others. 

 
• Look for ways to pursue reconciliation with 

others. 
 

• Look for specific ways to love, serve, and 
care for others.  

 
 
APPLYING THE BIBLE 
 

1. What does God want me to understand? 
 

2. What does God want me to believe? 
 

3. What does God want me to desire? 
 

4. What does God want me to do? 
 
 
 
 
Carolyn Mahaney: 
 

• What do these verses reveal about God? 
 

• What do I learn about myself in relation to 
God from these verses? 

 
• What do I resolve to do in response to 

God’s revelation of himself in these verses? 
 
 
 



JANUARY 2023 
TREASURING GOD’S WORD 

 
Questions adapted from Tim Keller’s “5 
questions to ask of a text”: 
 

• How does this text lead me to praise 
God? 

 
• What truth does this text reveal? What 

wrong behavior, harmful emotions or 
false attitudes result in me when I forget 
this and don’t live in light of this truth? 

 
• What sin does this text expose that I 

need to confess?  
 

• How does this text shape my 
motivations, aspirations, and actions 
today?  

 
• Why has God led me to this text today?  

 
 
 
 
Other Questions for your devotions: 
 

• What is the genre? (What kind of writing 
is this?) 

 
• What is the context (Who is the 

audience and what goal of the author)?  
 

• What is the main idea of this passage 
(Try and write it out in 1 concise 
sentence)? 

 
• What does the passage contain 

(Promises to lay hold of? Commands to 
obey? Sins to forsake? Principles to live 
by? Examples to imitate? Hope for the 
future?)? 

 
• How does this passage point to Christ? 

 
• What effect should this passage have 

on my life? 
 

• What is something I learn from this 
passage that I can use to pray for 
others? 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
 

• Does this passage point to Christ explicitly? 
 

• How does this passage foreshadow or 
reflect upon Christ? 

 
• How does this passage reveal man’s need 

for a savior? 
 

• How does this passage reveal God’s 
provision of a savior?
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