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SESSION 2 | Worldly Thinking 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Theme verse- "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him."  (1 John 2:15) 
 
“Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her 
offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.” (Revelation 12:17) 
 
“Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the 
earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs 
great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the 
signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on 
earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet 
lived.” (Revelation 13:11–14) 
 
“Worldliness is departing from God. It is a man-centered way of thinking: it proposes 
objectives which demand no radical breach with man’s fallen nature; it judges the importance 
of things by the present and material results; it weighs success by numbers; it covets human 
esteem and wants no unpopularity; it knows no truth for which it is worth suffering; it 
declines to be 'fools for Christ’s sake.’  
Worldliness is the mind-set of the unregenerate. It adopts idols and is at war with God.” 
Iain Murray, Evangelicalism Divided, 255. 

 
 
 

II. WORLDLY THINKING IN SCRIPTURE: HUMAN SIN (Romans 1:18-32) 
 
 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.”  
(Romans 1:18) 
 
 
“For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.” 
(Romans 1:19) 
 
 
 
 
“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse.” (Romans 1:20) 
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“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” (Romans 1:21) 
 
 
“Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.”  
(Romans 1:22-23) 

 
 
 

III. WORLDLY THINKING IN SCRIPTURE: THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD 
 

“Therefore, God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen.” (Romans 1:24-25) 
 
 
“For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” 
(Romans 1:26-27) 
 
 
“And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done.” (Romans 1:28) 
 
 
“They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless.” (Romans 1:29-31) 
 
 
“Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve 
to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.”  
(Romans 1:32) 

 
 
 

IV. WORLDLY THINKING IN SCRIPTURE: SATAN 
 
 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had 
made.” (Genesis 3:1a) 
 
“He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”” 
(Genesis 3:1b) 
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“And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’” (Genesis 3:2-3) 
 
“But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
(Genesis 3:4-5)   
 
“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths.”  
(Genesis 3:6-7) 
 
“You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 
(John 8:44) 

 
 
 

V. WORLDLY THINKING: THE BLINDING OF THIS WORLD 
 

“…the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:4) 
 
 
“…you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.”  
(Ephesians 2:2) 

 
 
 
 

VI. THE DEMISE OF WORLDLY THINKING: LIGHT 
 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
(John 1:9-13) 
 
“This is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were evil.” 
(John 3:19) 
 
“Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that 
you are not of God.” (John 8:47) 
 
“the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.” 
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(1 John 2:8) 
 
“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away.” 
(2 Corinthians 3:12-13) 
 
“…their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old 
covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away… 
a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away.” 
(2 Corinthians 3:14-16) 

 
 
 

VII. THE DEMISE OF WORLDLY THINKING: TRANSFORMATION 
 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, 
who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 
Corinthians 3:17-18) 
 
 
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–
2) 
 
 
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.” (James 4:7–8) 
 
“‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30–31) 
 
“Holiness is the habit of being of one mind with God, according as we find His mind described 
in Scripture. It is the habit of agreeing in God’s judgment, hating what He hates, loving what 
He loves, and measuring everything in this world by the standard of His Word.” J.C. Ryle, 
Holiness, 34. 

 
 
 

VIII. THE DEMISE OF WORLDLY THINKING: MISSION 
 

“…we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.” 
(1 Corinthians 1:23) 
 
“We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 
(2 Corinthians 10:5) 
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“but test everything; hold fast what is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:21) 
 
“in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect,” 
(1 Peter 3:15) 
 
“…make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and 
work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of 
outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:11-12) 
 
“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
(2 Corinthians 6:2) 
 
“I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
(John 12:32) 

 
 
 

IX. EVALUATION 
 
 

Four questions for evaluation: 

1. Is it helpful—physically, spiritually, and mentally?  

“‘All things are lawful for me,’ but not all things are helpful.” (1 Corinthians 6:12a) 

2. Does it bring me under its power? 

“‘All things are lawful for me,’ but I will not be dominated by anything.” (1 Corinthians 
6:12a) 

3. Does it hurt others? 

“Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my 
brother stumble.” (1 Corinthians 8:13) 

4. Does it glorify God? 

“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 
Corinthians 10:31) 


