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Jason Briggs 
SESSION 8 | How to Love the World 

 
 
I. RECAP 

 
"Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him."  (1 John 2:15) 
 
“Worldliness, then, is a love for this fallen world. It’s loving the values and pursuits of the world 
that stand opposed to God. More specifically, it is to gratify and exalt oneself to the exclusion of 
God. It rejects God’s rule and replaces it with our own. It exalts our opinions above God’s truth. 
It elevates our sinful desires for the things of this fallen world above God’s commands and 
promises.” CJ Mahaney, Worldliness, 27. 
 
“Worldliness is what any particular culture does to make sin seem normal and righteousness 
seem strange” – David Wells 

 
 
II. CAN YOU LOVE THE WORLD (THE BIBLICAL TENSION): 
 

Psalm 73:25–26 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire 
besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever.  
 
Ecclesiastes 5:18–19 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find 
enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has 
given him, for this is his lot. Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and 
power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. 
 
Philippians 3:7–8: But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I 
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ  
 
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

 
 
III. UNDERSTANDING OUR WORLD AND OUR PLACE IN IT 
 

“The Bible’s depiction of reality comes to us by way of a story [a worldview]. It’s the one, true, 
ultimate story that gives meaning to all our stories. It’s the story of God and his saving activity 
toward his creation in general and humanity in particular”. Jeff Purswell, Worldliness, 141. 
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BIBLICAL CHAPTERS (theological framework and scriptural nails) 

 
 

CREATION: God created the world 
for his glory and our good Gen 1.1; 
1.26-27; 1.31).  
 

God created & governs the 
world 

  
 

God created man for fellowship 
with him in his world 
 
 
God’s creation was good 

Sensible pleasures – things we enjoy: Built into the design of God’s creation 
are visible, tangible, tactile, and physical pleasures that are a gift from God (Gen 
2.9; 16-17).  
 
“God essentially says to Adam, “Look at these trees. Beautiful, aren’t they? 
That’s why I gave you eyes – to see such beauty in my world. Wait until you 
taste them. They will blow you away. That’s why I gave a tongue – to taste and 
see the goodness of my bounty. You may eat from every one of them. All of 
them are yours for food. Except one. There is one no in this world full of yes! 
Eat, drink, and be merry!”. Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, 39 
 
Relational pleasures – people we love: God didn’t make man to live in 
isolation but rather to live in intimate life giving mission mobilizing relationships 
(Gen 2.18-23 

 
“God has made us to need people, to love people, to delight in people. Human 
isolation is a problem, a defect, and God acts to overcome the lack. … God 
gives us life and breath and everything. And he has designed us so that he will 
meet some of our needs through other people.” Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, 42 

 
Vocational pleasures – activities we do: man was put in the garden to “CARE 
FOR” and “EXPAND” God’s sacred space. Through his labor man was to 
imitate God, serve others, and accomplish the good purposes of God (Gen 
2.15, 1.28 
 
“As human beings, we were made to extend God’s reign by using our minds 
and our bodies in fruitful and productive labor for the good of other people and 
the glory of God.” Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, 43 
 
 

FALL: man doubted God’s goodness, 
desired what God forbade and 
disobeyed God bringing destruction, 
death and devastation into the world 
(Gen 3.6) 

 
Displaced delights dethrone 
God and bring devastation. 

 

Sensible pleasures – things we enjoy: man’s impulse is to “worship and 
serve” the creature rather than the Creator, thus the sensible pleasures of this 
world become enslaving pleasures. 
 
Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.  
 
Relational pleasures – people we love: In addition to sin now separating man 
from God, sin leaves no relationship untouched (Gen 3.16). 
 
Genesis 3:16 …Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule 
over you.”  
 
Vocational pleasures – activities we do: the effects of the fall ripple through 
man’ calling to “CARE” for, “FILL” and “EXPAND” God’s sacred space.  

PAIN: Genesis 3:16  
CURSE: Genesis 3:17–18  
DEATH: Genesis 3:19 
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REDEMPTION: “The rest of the Bible 
portrays God’s activity to redeem 
mankind and creation from the guilt 
and ravages of sin. God did not 
relinquish his good creation to Satan 
and evil but decisively acted to set all 
things right again, to the praise of his 
glorious grace.” Jeff Purswell, 
Worldliness, 144. 
 

Crush: God intervenes and assures 
the eventual crushing of the 
serpent’s head is crushed by the 
heel of man (Gen 3.15).  
 
Call: God calls a people for his own 
possession (Gen. 17.4-8, 16; Titus 
2.14).  
 
Cross: the power of the serpent is 
crushed on the cross where Christ 
died for the sins of God’s people to 
redeem God’s people! (Gal 4.4-5) 

 

Sensible pleasures – things we enjoy: are to be received as Gifts from a kind 
and generous Father (1Tim 4.4-6; 6.17; James 1.17).  
 
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. 
 
Relational pleasures – people we love: Christ reconciled God’s people to God 
and to each other (John 13.34-35; Eph 2.13-19).  
 
Ephesians 2:13–19 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ … So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God 
 
Vocational pleasures – activities we do: Our work in Christ in not pointless 
but accomplishes God’s purposes and brings God glory. This should bring us 
JOY!  
 

Work’s Goal: 1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.  
 
Work’s Audience: Colossians 3:23–24 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. [also Eph 6.5-9] 

 
CONSUMMATION: history marches 
toward the final return of the king and 
the restoration and renewal of all 
things where God’s people are 
restored to perfect communion with 
God in a new creation unstained by 
sin and its effects (Rev 7.9-10; 21.3-
4). 
 

Sensible pleasures – things we enjoy: redeemed and restored! 
Relational pleasures – people we love: redeemed and restored! 
Vocational pleasures – activities we do: redeemed and restored! 

 
“What a story! The grandness of its scale, the integrity of its parts, the clarity of 
its moral vision, the nobility of its themes, and the authenticity of its narrative 
dwarf the greatest accomplishments of literature. What’s more, it’s all true! It 
conforms to reality. It elucidates the human predicament. It explains the world. 
It makes sense of our lives. There’s no dimension of reality it doesn’t embrace, 
no sphere of human existence it doesn’t touch, no aspect of our lives it 
doesn’t address. Here we find clarity for our lives, direction for our activities, 
and hope for our future.” Jeff Purswell, Worldliness, 147. 

 
 
 
 

IV. HOW TO LIVE DELIGHTFULLY  
 

DELIGHTING IN GOD 
 

Habits of Grace – Enjoying Jesus through the Spiritual Discipline – David Mathis 

§ Hear His Voice (Word) 
§ Have His Ear (Prayer) 
§ Belong to His Body (Fellowship) 
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Psalm 19:7–8,10 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;  
 
Colossians 4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving 
 
Hebrews 10:24–25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good  
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one  
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

 
DELIGHTING IN GOD’S GIFTS 
 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the  
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 
 
1 Timothy 4:4–5 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it 
is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.  

 
“Created things are ambassadors of glory from God to His people.” T.M. Moore 

§ Task 1: Take Inventory of God’s gifts 
§ Task 2: Thank God for his gifts 
§ Task 3: Enjoy his gifts  

 

V. HELPFUL HEART CHECKS: 
Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness, 88. 

Is it helpful—physically, spiritually, and mentally? (1 Cor 6.12) 
Does it bring me under its power? (1 Cor 6.12) 
Does it hurt others? (1 Cor 8.13) 
Does it glorify God? (1 Cor 10.31) 

 
Joe Rigney, The Comparative approach – is Jesus really functionally better?  
 

o Self-denial (giving up): am I willing to deny myself for the sake of the gospel and the 
good of others (Luke 9.23-25) 

 
§ “Biblical self-denial is the voluntary giving up of good things for the sake of 

better things.” Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, pg 75 
 

§ “Self-denial keeps our legitimate love of earthly thin in check. It keeps our 
desires in their proper place by give up good things for the sake of better things. 
It shows that we hold all of our earthly goods with an open hand. We enjoy them 
when we have them. But we don’t’ covet and crave them. We refuse to set our 
minds upon them. We can voluntarily give them up for the sake of know Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, pg 78 

 
 

o Generosity (giving to): am I willing to give sacrificially for the sake of the gospel and the 
good of others (1 Timothy 6:17–18) 

 
§ “Generosity… [is] the voluntarily giving of good things to others in the cause of 

love” Joe Rigney, Strangely Bright, pg 80  
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o Suffering (loss or longing): am I able to say in the midst of loss or longing , “Hallelujah, 
all I have is Christ!” (2 Cor 1.3-5) 

 
§ “Suffering is having what you don’t want or wanting what you don’t have.” 

Elisabeth Elliot, Suffering Is Never For Nothing, pg 9 
 

§ “Suffering, whether of loss or of longing, is the ultimate comparative test for our 
joy in God and his gifts. It forces us to put our money where our mouth is. We 
sing, “Hallelujah, all I have is Christ!” And then God asks if we meant it. Is he 
enough? If we lose everything, and all you have is Jesus, is he enough?” Joe 
Rigney, Strangely Bright, pg 94 

 
 
 
Resources: 

• Strangely Bright – Can You Love God and Enjoy This World? 
• Habits of Grace – Enjoying God through the Spiritual Disciplines  
• How to Drink Orange Juice to the Glory of God | Desiring God 
• 10 Resolutions for Mental Health | Desiring God 


