
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2020 – 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

VERSICLES LSB 235 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
L The Lord has redeemed His people. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 

VENITE LSB 236 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 

of our salvation. 
! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 

to Him with songs of praise. 
@ For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 
! In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 

His also. 
@ The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land. 
! O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

maker. 
@ For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of 

His hand. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

PSALM Psalm 142 
1With my voice I cry out | to the LORD;* 
 with my voice I plead for mercy | to the LORD. 
2I pour out my complaint be- | fore him;* 
 I tell my trouble be- | fore him. 
3When my spirit faints within me, 
 you | know my way!* 
In the path where I walk 
 they have hidden a | trap for me. 
4Look to the right and see: 



 there is none who takes notice | of me;* 
no refuge remains to me; 
 no one cares | for my soul. 
5I cry to you, | O LORD;* 
 I say, “You are my refuge, 
 my portion in the land of the | living.” 
6Attend to my cry, 
 for I am brought | very low!* 
Deliver me from my persecutors, 
 for they are too | strong for me! 
7Bring me out of prison, 
 that I may give thanks | to your name!* 
The righteous will surround me, 
 for you will deal bountifully | with me. 

849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 



+ READINGS + 
READING Isaiah 42:14–21 
14For a long time I have held my peace; 
 I have kept still and restrained myself; 
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; 
 I will gasp and pant. 
15I will lay waste mountains and hills, 
 and dry up all their vegetation; 
I will turn the rivers into islands, 
 and dry up the pools. 
16And I will lead the blind 
 in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known 
 I will guide them. 
I will turn the darkness before them into light, 
 the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, 
 and I do not forsake them. 
17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, 
 who trust in carved idols, 
who say to metal images, 
 “You are our gods.” 
18Hear, you deaf, 
 and look, you blind, that you may see! 
19Who is blind but my servant, 
 or deaf as my messenger whom I send? 
Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
 or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; 
 his ears are open, but he does not hear. 
21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, 
 to magnify his law and make it glorious. 

READING Ephesians 5:8–14 
 8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 



true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
 and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

READING John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 
 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 
God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the 
mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he 
went and washed and came back seeing. . . . 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now 
it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the 
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 
them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since 
he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . . 
 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” 
And they cast him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 
believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, 
“For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and 
those who see may become blind.” 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 



SERMON 

+ CANTICLE + 
BENEDICTUS LSB 238 
C Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 

He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of His servant David. 
Through His holy prophets He promised of old 
that He would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember His holy covenant. 
This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship Him without fear, 
holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life. 

L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way, 
to give His people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God, 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

+ PRAYER + 
COLLECTS 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 



acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, 
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 
A O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with 
Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 241 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 241 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION LSB 242 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 



C Amen. 
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