
Welcome!  With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and Christians 
around the world celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' suffering, death, and 
resurrection (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday). Owing to 
the coronavirus this year, our observance of the Three Days is different as we gather 
not in our Sanctuary, but in our homes to give thanks for Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross and his resurrection from the dead. Though we cannot gather around the 
Lord’s Supper in Maundy Thursday worship, we do gather around the Word in 
which our Savior comes to us, calling us to love one another as He has loved us.  

Prayer Before Worship 
Bless, O Lord, your people as we enter into your Passion during these Three Days, 
and help us to live out your new commandment: loving one another as you have 
loved us.  Bless this time of worship that we may be strengthened in our faith 
toward you and in our love toward one another. Amen.  

Pre-Service Music 

The organ prelude is a Bach chorale prelude, O Mensch, Bewein’ Dein’ Sunde Gross 
(O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall). 

O man, bewail thy grievous fall, 
For which Christ left His Father’s Hall 
And came to earth from heaven. 
He of a virgin maiden pure 
Was born, of man the Savior sure, 
And came earth’s ills to leaven. 
The dead He raised again to life, 
The sick He loosed from pain and strife, Until the time appointed  
That He for us should shed His blood And take on Him our sins’ dark load, 
Stretched on the Cross accursed. 
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Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Rite of Confession and Forgiveness 
P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God 
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at Baptism. 
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and 
giving the peace of reconciliation.  On this night let us confess our sin against 
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days 
reconciled with God and with one another. 

P Let us make confession to God. 
Silence for reflection 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the Name of the Father, and of the T 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

You are invited to share the peace of Christ with those around you. 
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Opening Hymn “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 

Holy God, Source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his 
disciples a new commandment: To love one another as He had loved them. 
By your Holy Spirit write this commandment in our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Exodus 12:1-14 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for 
you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell 
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all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall 
take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the 
household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall 
make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year 
old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until 
the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation 
of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, 
roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do 
not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its 
inner parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with 
your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 
you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land 
of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to 
the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a 
feast.” 

A  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody Psalm 116:12-19 
A  What shall I render to the LORD 
     for all his benefits to me? 
C  I will lift up the cup of salvation 
     and call on the name of the LORD, 
A  I will pay my vows to the LORD 
     in the presence of all his people. 
C  Precious in the sight of the LORD 
     is the death of his saints. 
A  O LORD, I am your servant; 
     I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 
     You have loosed my bonds. 
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C I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
     and call on the name of the LORD. 
A  I will pay my vows to the LORD 
     in the presence of all his people, 
C  in the courts of the house of the LORD, 
     in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
         Praise the LORD! 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 
examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone 
who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if 
we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by 
the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the 
world. 

A  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Verse  

 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Holy Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you 
wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one 
of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.” 
12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call 
me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For 
I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them. […] 
“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the 
Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Deliver Us, Jesus, That We May Love One Another” 
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Hymn for Maundy Thursday “A New Commandment” – sung twice 
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Profession of Faith Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, T and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Gathered around Christ crucified and risen, let us pray for the whole people 

of God, the earth, and all who cry out for healing. 
Prayer requests are announced, followed by a brief silence. 

Each petition ends with the words: "Hear us, O God." 
Please respond by saying: "Your mercy is great." 

P Hear us according to your steadfast love, O God, and in your great 
compassion bring us to resurrection and rebirth in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Sending Prayer  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

Let us pray:   
 Lord Jesus Christ, we hunger and thirst for the holy Sacrament of your Body 

and Blood which you instituted this night. Until that day when we are able 
to gather again in your house around both Word and Sacrament, sustain us 
in the midst of this uncertain time by your almighty power. Help us to be 
patient with ourselves and one another; bring healing and blessing from 
your hand. Enable us by the power of the Holy Spirit to love one another as 
you have loved us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

T     T     T 

The liturgy for Maundy Thursday leads into the liturgy for Good Friday, and so there  
is no benediction. The service concludes with the tolling of the bell. 

T     T     T 

Our Holy Week worship continues with: 
• Good Friday (April 10) 

The Way of the Cross at 12 noon.  
• Easter Sunday  (April 12) 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Easter worship at 10AM.  

>Use this link to watch both current and archived services< 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the 
week ahead or to learn more about our congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 · 
703-971-2210 

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from: 
  Lutheran Book of Worship, ©1978 by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license #2558-L. 
  Words for Worship: Cycle B, ©2013, Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
Graphics used are reprinted from Icon:  Visual Images for Every Sunday, Copyright © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.  Used 

by permission. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StJohnsAlexandria/videos
http://www.sjlc.com/

