
 
“Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!” 

On this day the Lord has acted!  On the first day of the week God began creation, 
transforming darkness into light.  On this, the “eighth day” of the week, Jesus Christ was 
raised from the dead.  We celebrate this new creation in the waters of Baptism and in the 
feast of victory at the Lord’s table.  With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as 
we begin the great fifty days of Easter.  Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news 
that Christ is risen! 

T   T   T 

Prayer Before Worship 
Thank you, Lord, for the great triumph that we celebrate today as your people.  You won 
the battle over sin and death, breaking their power on Good Friday.  On Easter morning, 
you declared your victory.  Make ready my heart and mind to hear anew the resurrection 
news as I say together with my fellow Christians: “Christ is risen!  He is risen 
indeed!”  Amen.  

Pre-Service Music “Lift High the Cross” (stanzas 1 & 4) 
T   T   T 

Welcome 

Easter Acclamation  
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 
A This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
(Easter Sunday) 
April 12, 2020 – 10:00 a.m. 



-2- 

P Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again. 
C Death has no more power over him. 
A Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Opening Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer for Easter Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
 O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross 

and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that 
all our sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may arise 
to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Acts 10:34-43 
34So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all 
that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 
41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 
the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

A  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 



-6- 

Psalm 16 

A  Preserve me, O God, 
 for in you I take refuge. 
C  I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
 I have no good apart from you.” 
A  As for the saints in the land, 
 they are the excellent ones, 
 in whom is all my delight. 
C  The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
 or take their names on my lips. 
A  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
 you hold my lot. 
C  The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
 indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 
A  I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
 in the night also my heart instructs me. 
C  I have set the LORD always before me; 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
A  Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 
 my flesh also dwells secure. 
C  For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
 or let your holy one see corruption. 
A  You make known to me the path of life; 
C in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Epistle Reading Colossians 3:1-4 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

A  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 
1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of 
him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he 
has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Sermon “Deliver Us, Jesus, from Death” 
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Hymn of the Day “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (stanzas 1, 2, 7, 8) 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
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look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

Announcements 

Prayers of the People 
P With a new heart and new life through Christ’s resurrection, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those who are in need. 

During the season of Easter each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Passing from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life through 
Christ our risen Lord, we commend to you, gracious and ever-living God, all for whom 
we pray. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you up and restore you to 

wholeness. Jesus Christ, the Word of life who is risen from the dead, and who lives 
and reigns to all eternity, bless you and send you to be his witnesses. God the Holy 
Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of Baptism this day and 
always. 

C Amen. 

Sending 
A Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
A Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Sending Hymn “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Tune: Public domain 
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Postlude  “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week ahead 
or to learn more about our life together at St. John's. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 · 703-971-2210 
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