
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2020 – 10:45 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

PRELUDE “Praise Him! Praise Him!” (setting by Mark Hayes) 

WELCOME 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

VERSICLES LSB 235 
A O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
A Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 

VENITE LSB 236 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 

of our salvation. 
! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 

to Him with songs of praise. 
@ For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 
! In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 

His also. 
@ The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land. 
! O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

maker. 
@ For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of 

His hand. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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PSALM Psalm 65:9-13 
L  You visit the earth and water it; 
 you greatly enrich it; 
 the river of God is full of water; 
 you provide their grain, 
 for so you have prepared it. 
C  You water its furrows abundantly, 
 settling its ridges, 
 softening it with showers, 
 and blessing its growth. 
L  You crown the year with your bounty; 
 your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
C  The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
 the hills gird themselves with joy, 
L  the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
 the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
C they shout and sing together for joy. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray: 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy” (LSB 507) 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

+ READINGS + 
FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
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13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING Romans 8:12-17 
12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 
path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they 
had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear […] 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he 
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
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word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

L  In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C  But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

SERMON “Where Faith Grows” 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” (WOV 713) 
 (go to pages 8 & 9) 

PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ CANTICLE + 
BENEDICTUS LSB 238 
C Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 

He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of His servant David. 
Through His holy prophets He promised of old 
that He would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember His holy covenant. 
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This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship Him without fear, 
holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life. 

L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way, 
to give His people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God, 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

+ PRAYER + 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

COLLECT FOR GRACE 
A O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with 
Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 241 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 241 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION LSB 242 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” (LSB 921) 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

POSTLUDE “Marching to Zion” (arr. Pepper Choplin) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” (WOV 713) 
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