
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Stewardship: A Way of Life – Home and Family 
October 4, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting Four 
  First Holy Communion 

Prayer before worship 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer; in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.Psalm 19:14 

Pre-Service Music  “Evening and Morning” 
 (settings by Nancy M. Raabe and Bret A. Heim) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession. 
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P Almighty God, 
C have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
C Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king. Almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give you thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God; 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Sprit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. 
Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



|  3  | 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 
1Let me sing for my beloved 
 my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
 on a very fertile hill. 
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
 and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
 but it yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 
 and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more was there to do for my vineyard, 
 that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, 
 why did it yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you 
 what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
 and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
 and it shall be trampled down. 
6I will make it a waste; 
 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
 and briers and thorns shall grow up; 
I will also command the clouds 
 that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
 is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
 are his pleasant planting; 
and he looked for justice, 
 but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness, 
 but behold, an outcry! 
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L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 80:7-19 
L  Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
C  You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
 you drove out the nations and planted it. 
L  You cleared the ground for it; 
 it took deep root and filled the land. 
C  The mountains were covered with its shade, 
 the mighty cedars with its branches. 
L  It sent out its branches to the sea 
 and its shoots to the River. 
C  Why then have you broken down its walls, 
 so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 
L  The boar from the forest ravages it, 
 and all that move in the field feed on it. 
C  Turn again, O God of hosts! 
 Look down from heaven, and see; 
 have regard for this vine, 
L  the stock that your right hand planted, 
 and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 
C  They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; 
 may they perish at the rebuke of your face! 
L  But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, 
 the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! 
C  Then we shall not turn back from you; 
 give us life, and we will call upon your name! 
L  Restore us, O LORD God of hosts! 
C Let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Epistle Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
4-bIf anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor 
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of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I 
had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel St. Matthew 21:33-46 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and 
leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34When the season for fruit 
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants took 
his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. 40When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and 
let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
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43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people producing its fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that 
he was speaking about them. 46And although they were seeking to arrest him, they 
feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon “Stewardship: A Way of Life – Home and Family” 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
P Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.” 
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The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of 

the Lord, saying,  
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace  
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1] 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  [Psalm 136] 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 
life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust 
in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 
Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 
of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 
to us in His body and blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 
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Distribution Music 
“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” (setting by Timothy Shaw) 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (setting by Mark Limburg) 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (setting by James Biery) 
“From God Can Nothing Move Me” (setting by Sandra Eithun) 
“Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide” (setting by Bret A. Heim) 

 

First Holy Communion 
Those young people who will be receiving their first Holy Communion in the first table 
at this service include the following: 
 Nate Anderson, son of Matt and Christina Anderson 
 T.J. Dreier, son of Jim and Natalie Dreier 
 Caroline Ehlers, daughter of Andrew Ehlers and Cynthia Chen 
 Reagan Harris, daughter of LaMontá and Shae Harris 
 Grace Rempe, daughter of Steve and Beth Rempe 
 Logan Zylstra, son of Matt and Natalie Zylstra (to be received at a later date) 

The Body and Blood of Christ strengthen these young people in their faith to life 
eternal! 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1] 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26 
C Amen. 
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Postlude “O Love, How Deep” 
 (settings by Marilyn Biery and Anne Krentz Organ) 

T   T   T 

Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Mark Guilfoil 
Pianist Susan Gobien 
Ushers Andrew Ehlers 
Altar Care Barbara Pate 
Arrival and Check-In Regina Mayhew 
AV Team Scott Budzien 
Sanctuary Cleaning Team Barbara Pate 

T   T   T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 · 
703-971-2210 

  

http://www.sjlc.com/
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