
Festival of All Saints – Rite of Confirmation 
November 1, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting Four 

Prayer before worship 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer; in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. Psalm 19:14 

Pre-Service Music  “Holy, Holy, Holy” (setting by Mark Hayes) 
 “In Our Day of Thanksgiving” (setting by Anne Krentz Organ) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  Psalm 130:3-4 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

Please kneel or be seated for a time of silent prayer and confession. 
P Almighty God, 
C have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
C Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king. Almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give you thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God; 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Sprit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all 
times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 
living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have 
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  



|  3  | 

First Reading Revelation 7:9-17 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever 
and ever! Amen.” 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 
said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 149 
L  Praise the LORD! 
 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
C  Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 
L  Let them praise his name with dancing, 
 making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! 
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C  For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; 
 he adorns the humble with salvation. 
L  Let the godly exult in glory; 
 let them sing for joy on their beds. 
C  Let the high praises of God be in their throats 
 and two-edged swords in their hands, 
L  to execute vengeance on the nations 
 and punishments on the peoples, 
C to bind their kings with chains 
 and their nobles with fetters of iron, 
L  to execute on them the judgment written! 
C This is honor for all his godly ones. Praise the LORD! 

Epistle Reading 1 John 3:1-3 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel St. Matthew 5:1-12 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
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 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon “Shepherding Lamb” 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
P Seeking the renewal of the Holy Spirit in our communities and in our world, we 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
Today we give special remembrance to those saints among us who have died in the 

Lord this past year: 
Mary Larson. 

During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your 
mercy.” 

Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
Following the prayers, the people may stand and greet one another in the name of 

the Lord, saying,  
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace  
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 
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Rite of Confirmation 

Jennifer Hills, Director of youth and Christian Education, presents the Confirmand with 
these words: "This person has been instructed in the Christian faith and desires to 
make public affirmation of her Baptism and to identify herself with the life and 
mission of this Christian community." 

Confirmand and her parents proceed to the altar 
P In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of 

his Church.  In the community of God's people, you have learned from God's 
Word his loving purpose for you and all creation.  You have been called to be a 
witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your 
faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in 
which we are baptized. 
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

R I do. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
On the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

P You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy Baptism: to live among God's faithful 
people, to hear his Word and to share in his Supper, to proclaim the good news 
of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth? 

R I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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Parental Affirmation (spoken to parents of Confirmands) 
P This candidate for Confirmation represents a life that God has entrusted to your 

care.  You brought her into a living relationship with God in Jesus Christ through 
the waters of holy Baptism.  By your words and actions you have nurtured her 
and brought her to this the day of her Confirmation.  In this, you are to be 
commended for your faithful exercise of God’s stewardship of love.  On this day 
of your daughter’s Confirmation, both as a witness and as an assurance to this 
body of believers, I now ask you: 
Will you continue in your role as primary care giver to your child by loving and 
supporting her as you are able, by modeling for her the importance of faith in 
your life, by encouraging her participation in the worship, continued learning 
and total ministry of this congregation, by praying for her and by helping her see 
and interpret her total life as ministry? 

Parents:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Congregational Affirmation (spoken to the congregation – please rise) 
P Will you, the members of this fellowship of believers, demonstrate for this 

Confirmand by your words and deeds the importance of growth and 
development in God’s grace?  Will you model for her lives of loving and 
dedicated service through worship, care and support of the life and ministry of 
this congregation?  Will you share with her the tasks of ministry within this 
community of faith? 

C Yes, and we ask God to help us. 
P May our risen Lord Jesus Christ bless your affirmations, and may He bring these 

promises to fruition.  Let us pray: 
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit, you have made this young person 
your own daughter.  You have forgiven her sins and brought her to newness of 
life.  Continue to strengthen her with your Holy Spirit, and daily increase in her 
your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

As this young person is confirmed, her parents participate in the laying-on of hands, 
thus indicating visibly that the parental role is ongoing in the life of this Confirmand.  
St. John’s Confirmation Class of 2020 includes: 

Lauren Elisabeth Fosse 

Presentation of Confirmand’s Gift Project  
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. [Colossians 3:1] 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  [Psalm 136] 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 
life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust 
in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 
Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 
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of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 
to us in His body and blood. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
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wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Distribution Music 
 “Shall We Gather at the River” (setting by John Carter) 
 “In Heaven Above” (setting by Nancy M. Raabe) 
 “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” (setting by Nancy M. Raabe) 
 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” (setting by Anne Krentz Organ) 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. [Psalm 103:1] 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26 
C Amen. 

Postlude “For All the Saints” (setting by Wilbur Held) 

T   T   T 

Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Tish Nordvall 
Pianist Susan Gobien 
Ushers Andrew Ehlers 
Altar Care Pat Wangeman 
Arrival and Check-In Judith Weikart 
Narthex Guides Patte Crampton 
AV Team Matthew Herron 
Sanctuary Cleaning Team Barbara Pate 
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