
Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2020 – 10:00 p.m. 

Prelude “I Wonder as I Wander” 
  (Appalachian folk melody set by Rachel Chapin) 
  Oboe, Barbara Shearer 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C Amen. 

L It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C to sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 

L To herald Your love in the morning, 
C Your truth at the close of the day. 

Introduction and Scriptures 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (go to page 11) 

Micah 5:2 
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.  

Bring your stable out! 
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“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (LSB 384) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (LSB 361) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Luke 2:4-5 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child.  

Add Joseph, Mary and a donkey to the stable. 

Luke 2:6-7 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  



4 
 

Place baby Jesus and the manger in the stable. 

“Away in a Manger” (LSB 364) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Luke 2:8-14 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  

Put out an angel, or more! 
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“Angels We Have Heard on High” (LSB 368) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (LSB 380) 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  
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Place shepherd and sheep in the stable. 

Place a cow or another animal in the stable. 

Light some candles. 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (LSB 366) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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“Silent Night” (LSB 363) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon “A Christmas to Remember” 

The Prayers 

L The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout 
the world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite 
the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

L Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, 
fields, and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of 
nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May 
our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O 
God. 
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C Your mercy is great. 

L The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 
world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire 
leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable provision for 
all in their care. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

L Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and 
reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and 
those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or 
anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 

L Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents 
and expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially 
those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape 
and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

L The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 
thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and 
deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal 
throne. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

L God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 
these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 

L Let us read Luke 2:29-32 together: 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been 
fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have 
prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal You to the 
nations and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.  

Concluding Prayers 

L Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of 
Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory.  
Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 
You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
L Now, go to sleep at once and in good cheer! 
 
Postlude “Silent Night (setting by Rachel Chapin) 
 Oboe, Barbara Shearer  
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“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (LSB 357, sts. 1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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