Christmas - New Year Carol Service
December 30, 2020 – 7:30 p.m.
Prelude

“On This Day Earth Shall Ring” (setting 1 by Lee Dengler)

L
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;

L
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To herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.

Prayer
C Loving God,
For you, animals prepared a bed
For you, the heavens shone brightly and the stars clapped their
hands
For you, angels sang to help calm your crying
For you, shepherds stood watch and marveled at how small you
were
For you, wise ones came running from the east, and when they saw
you,
They fell down on their knees
Because you were Almighty God and yet you were so vulnerable
You were God and yet you had a soft spot on your head
God with Mary’s milk on your breath, wrapped up in swaddling
clothes
God, creator of everything, now born of flesh and blood to be with
us
Emmanuel, God with us
Hope is ours
Peace is on the way
Sorrow has lost its grip

Love has flooded every heart
Emmanuel, God with us
Light has come back into the world
And the darkness of despair, and war, and hurt, and hate shall not
overcome it
Tonight you are with us
And we will never be the same
We will be more tender
We will protect the vulnerable
We will stand watch
We will come running to soothe the pain, to befriend the lonely, to lift
up the lowly
To live as your people, to walk with you in love
We pray all of this in the name of Emmanuel, God with us
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
(SALT Project. Used with permission)

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

(LSB 379)
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Text and tune: Public domain

“Once in Royal David’s City”

(LSB 376, sts. 1-4)

Text and tune: Public domain
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Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come
to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be
born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has
written:
“’But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the
shepherd of my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me,
so that I too may go and worship him.”
“There’s a Star in the East”

(WOV 645)
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After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw the star they were overjoyed. On coming to
the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold and of frankincense and of myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country
by another route.
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“The First Noel”

(LBW 56)

6

Place the three wise men and the camel, if you have one, into the
stable scene.

7

“Joy to the World”

(LSB 387)

Text and tune: Public domain

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

(LSB 388)
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Tune and text: Public domain

A Reading - Scriptures for the New Year
Ecclesiastes 3:1 To everything there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven.
Isaiah 43:18-19 Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Psalm 90:12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom.
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Psalm 65:11 You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow
with abundance.

9

“Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year”

5)

With Him as Lord to lead our way
In want and in prosperity,
What need we fear in earth or space
In this new year of grace!

6)

“All glory be to God on high,
And peace on earth!” the angels cry.
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace
Another year of grace.

7)

God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear!
To all our pleas incline Your ear;
Upon our lives rich blessing trace
In this new year of grace.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Tune: © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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(LSB 896)
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Let us read Luke 2:29-32 together:
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been
fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have
prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal You to the
nations and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Concluding Prayers
L
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Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, our
Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that
You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

L
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L

Now, go to sleep at once and in good cheer!

Postlude

“On This Day Earth Shall Ring” (setting 3 by Lee Dengler)
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