
First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice: Holy Communion, Setting 6 

Prayer of preparation: 
Lord Jesus, walk with us during these 40 days of Lent. Be near to us in our struggles 
against temptation, and let us find our strength in you as we face the cross. Bless 
this time of worship for your Name’s sake. Amen. 

T   T   T 

Pre-Service Music  “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days” (ST. FLAVIAN) 
Once the acolyte has lit the candles on the altar, please refrain from conversation and 
put away newsletters and other distractions in preparation for this holy time in the 
Lord’s house. 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Gracious God, 
C we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

We are not worthy to be called your children. 
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 
Forgive us and bring us back to you, 
For we once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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P The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power 
of sin, and resurrection from the dead. In the name of T Jesus, your sins are 
forgiven. Live in newness of life. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie  LSB 152 
 P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 C Lord, have mercy. 
 P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
 C Lord, have mercy. 
 P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for 
  the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 C Lord, have mercy. 
 P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray  
 to the Lord. 
 C Lord, have mercy. 
 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought 
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our 
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of 
the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Bible and Me Presentation 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1-18 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 
told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 
5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy 
will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of 
them together. 
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. 
And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as 
it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 
18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because 
you have obeyed my voice.” 
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L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 25:1-10 
L  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
C  O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 

L  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 

L  Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 for you I wait all the day long. 

C  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 
 for they have been from of old. 

L  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
 according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

C  Good and upright is the LORD; 
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

L  He leads the humble in what is right, 
 and teaches the humble his way. 

C  All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Epistle Reading James 1:12-18 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 
him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
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L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:9-15 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, 
and the angels were ministering to him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “People of the Covenant: Covenant Through Testing” 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
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the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the 

church, the world, and all who yearn for new life. 
Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season of Lent each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us. 
Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of 
the One in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray.  God our provider, 
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.  

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  



|  7  | 

Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of the grace that 
belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
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medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution Music 
 “Forty Days and Forty Nights” (AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH) 
 “At the Cross” (arr. Linda M. Waller) 
 “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” (setting by Sam Eatherton) 
Dismissal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray:  Merciful God, 
C accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in the gift of 

Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in 
need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  “Nearer, My God, to Thee” (BETHANY) 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Pianist Susan Gobien 
Ushers Fred Esposito 
 Greg Miller 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
Arrival & Check-In Judy Weikart 
Narthex Guides Denise Canter 
AV Operator Matt Heron 

Sanctuary Cleaning Team Barbara Pate 

T   T   T 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 
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