Koinonia Evening Prayer
March 24, 2021 – 7:30 p.m.

Welcome! In our midweek Lenten services this year, we follow a very simple
order of worship called Koinonia Evening Prayer. The New Testament uses
the word “koinonia” to describe the fellowship of Christ’s people that unites
believers with the Lord and with one another in bonds of unity and love. Each
week, we will hear a different portion of the Passion narrative from Mark
15:1-47 that will be read in worship on Palm (or Passion) Sunday, March 28.
The homily each week will be based on this portion of Mark’s account of
Jesus’ suffering and death. May this weekly gathering strengthen us in
following our Lenten Lord Jesus Christ!
T T T
Gathering Prayer
Let your blessing be upon us, heavenly Father, as we pass through these holy
days in which we remember the sufferings and death of our dear Lord. As we
remember, help us to follow Jesus in willing obedience, learn from his
humility, and being filled with his love, live a life that is pleasing to you and
helpful to our neighbor. Bless our worship this evening through Christ our
Savior. Amen.
Gathering Music and Candle Lighting
Minuet from “Water Music” (George Frideric Handel)
Meditation

Reader, Karen

Prayer
Loving God, we open our hearts to you. We invite you into our inmost
being, only to find you already there. Strengthen us in our quiet places and
then lead us into the work of justice and peace. Amen.
Welcome

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”

(LSB 435)

Text and tune: Public domain

“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”

(LSB 437, 1-5)

|2|

Text and tune: Public domain

“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”

(LSB 440, 1-4)

Tune and text: Public domain
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Psalm 121 (spoken responsively)
L My help comes from you, O God,
C you made heaven and earth.
L You do not let my foot be moved,
C you watch over me.
L You are my keeper, my shade,
C the sun shall not strike me by day, nor the moon by night.
L You preserve me from all evil,
C you keep my life.
L You watch over my going out and my coming in,
C from evening until morning, now and always. Amen.
Prayer
C Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared a quiet place for us in your
Father’s eternal home. Watch over our going out and our coming
in, preserve and protect us from all evil, and bless our journey
through this Lenten season that we may grow in faith toward you
and in love toward one another. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Mark 15:33-41
33
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole
land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” 35And some of the bystanders hearing it said,
“Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36And someone ran and filled a sponge with
sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us
see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37And Jesus uttered a loud
cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw
that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of
God!”
There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,
and Salome. 41When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to
him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to
Jerusalem.
40
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L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
We meditate in silence for a few moments.
Homily
Hymn

“Jesus Dies on the Cross”
“My Song Is Love Unknown” (WOV 661, st. 5)
(go to page 10)

The Bidding Prayer
Brothers and sisters, in this Lenten season let us focus our entire being on
the wonders of who God is and all he has done for us through his Son,
Jesus, who gave his life on the cross for us. Let us recount all the blessings
he has given us this day.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are awesome and the universe proclaims
your glory. Keep us ever mindful of your daily blessings. We thank and
praise you through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for the Spirit’s renewal in our lives, remembering how we
have been marked with the cross of Christ and sealed by the Holy
Spirit in Baptism. Let us pray for the ability to listen as God speaks to
us in his Word that we may be still and know that the Lord is God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, by your Spirit all things are governed.
Help us to acknowledge and surrender ourselves to your gracious
will.
Amen.
Let us pray with confidence for everything that we need, bringing our
requests to the Lord. Knowing that God is aware of our needs before
we ask, we pray for the sick, the hospitalized, the grief-stricken, the
homeless, the hungry, the fearful, and those in any kind of need.
Silent prayer.
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Lord, we trust in you as the One who understands and provides for all our
needs. We place all things into your hands trusting that You will do what is
best for us according to your gracious will.
Amen.
Let us pray for reassurance and grace to help in time of need from our
Advocate and Counselor, the Holy Spirit, that we might be strengthened to
abide in faith, withstand temptations from the evil one, and walk in a
manner worthy of our calling in Christ.
Silent prayer.
Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church and fill it with many
and varied gifts, including spiritual armor. We pray to you, trusting that
your power is made perfect in our weakness, and that you will answer our
prayers and make us ready to do your will.
Amen.
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask,
saying:
The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“O Give Thanks to the Lord” (st. 1-3, 5-6)
(go to pages 8 and 9)
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Blessing
P On our hearts and on our houses,
C the blessing of God.
P In our coming and our going,
C the peace of God.
P In our life and our believing,
C the love of God.
P At our end and new beginning,
C the arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.
Amen.
Closing Music

”Agnus Dei” (The Iona Community)
T T T

Acknowledgement
LSB Hymn License 200-399 LS Builder Support NH 200-399
Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701520

Lenten Candle Liturgy written by Jeanyne Slettom. Used with permission.

Minuet from Water Music, Handel "Piano Solos for Lent: 30 Contemplative
Hymns and Classics Pieces" ©2014 Hal Leonard Corporation
My Song Is Love Unknown, ©1924 John Ireland, admin The John Ireland
Trust

O Give Thanks to the Lord, from “Enemy of Apathy” Words and music
©1988 The Iona Community. GIA Publications, Inc.

Agnus Dei, from “Enemy of Apathy” ©1988 The Iona Community, GIA
Publications, Inc.
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Closing Song

“O Give Thanks to the Lord” (st. 1-3, 5-6)

Response on the following page.
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Hymn

“My Song Is Love Unknown” (WOV 661, st. 5)
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