The Resurrection of Our Lord
(Easter Sunday)
April 4, 2021 – 9:30 a.m.

Festival Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion
"Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!"

Welcome! We’re glad that you are joining us for this outdoor worship service on
Easter morning. Please join your heart and voice in the service as printed in this
worship bulletin. On the first day of the week God began creation, transforming
darkness into light. On Easter morning, there is a new creation as Jesus Christ was
raised from the dead. With great joy we celebrate this festival day as we begin the
great fifty days of Easter. Our Lenten sermon series, “People of the Covenant,”
concludes today with the theme “Fulfillment of the Covenant.” Filled with hope, we
go forth to share the good news that Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Your offering may be left in the designated collection basket.
T T T
Prayer Before Worship
Thank you, Lord, for the great triumph that we celebrate today as your people. You
won the battle over sin and death, breaking their power on Good Friday. On Easter
morning, you declared your victory. Join our prayers and praises with your whole
Church on earth and in heaven, and make us ready to hear the great good news
that “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” Bless this time of worship, drawing our
hearts and minds to you, helping us to live as your Easter people. Amen.
Carillon

“He Is Arisen, Glorious Word”
“Low in the Grave He Lay”
“Hail Thee, Festival Day”
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

Gathering Music
“Yorkshire Bells”
“Sheep May Safely Graze”

Bells Angels Handbell Choir
(comp. John Pridham, arr. John Mitchell)
(comp. J.S. Bach, arrr. John Mithcell)

Brass Ensemble
Welcome
Easter Acclamation (please stand and face the processional cross)
P Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed!
L This is the day that the Lord has made.
C We will rejoice and be glad in it.
P Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again.
C Death has no more power over him.
L Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Processional Hymn

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

(continues on the next page)
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Greeting
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318. Tune: Public domain

Prayer for Easter Day
P Let us pray:
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You
have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that
we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from
the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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First Reading
Isaiah 25:6-9
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7
And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8
He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody (spoken responsively)
Psalm 16
L Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
C I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.”
L As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones,
in whom is all my delight.
C The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on
my lips.
L The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
C The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
L I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
C I have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
(continues on next page)
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Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
my flesh also dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let your holy one see corruption.
You make known to me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to
the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as
of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to
me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it
was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

During the singing of the Gospel Acclamation, please stand and face the
processional cross
for the reading of the Holy Gospel. In the Gospel, the risen Christ comes into midst
of his people.
Alleluia and Verse
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter.

Holy Gospel

Mark 16:1-8

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead.

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they
were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it
was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right
side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do
not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen;
he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told
you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment
had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
1

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon

“Fulfillment of the Covenant”
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Hymn of the Day

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives!” (LBW 352, st. 1-4, 7-8)

8) He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
What joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

7) He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
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Profession of Faith
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
P With a new heart and new life through Christ’s resurrection, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those who are in need.

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.
During the season of Easter each petition ends with the phrase: “Lord, in your
mercy.”
Please respond by saying: “hear our prayer.”
The prayers end with the words:

P Passing from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life
through Christ our risen Lord, we commend to you, gracious and ever-living
God, all for whom we pray.
C Amen.
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord,
saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).
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Announcements
Offertory Prayer
L Let us pray: Blessed are you,
C O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Rite of Confession and Forgiveness
P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness through the redeeming work of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Faithful and just God,
C we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that
lead to death. We have not loved you with our whole heard and mind. We
have not loved one another as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of
mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us new,
that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
P In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent his Son to
atone for our sins. In the name of T Jesus Christ, I declare to you that your sins
are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and
inspire you to live for others.
C Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Preface for Easter
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for
he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
C We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for
sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
P We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us,
C healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave
his life for our sins and the sins of the whole world.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
C Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we
await your promised life for all this dying world.
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P Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness
of Christ.
C Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
The Peace
P The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
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John 1:29

Distribution
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine. With the bread and
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. All
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to
receive the Eucharist.
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table. The Sacrament
will be distributed by two teams of Lay Assistants. The bread (host) will be distributed
first. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. Please indicate
this to the pastor at the time of your Communion. The wine will be handed to
communicants by individual cups only – no common cup (chalice) will be available.
Should anyone require non-alcoholic grape juice for medical or recovery purposes,
please indicate this to the worship leader distributing the wine.
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive
a blessing. Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and Lay Assistants are able to
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the
Sacrament.
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Music at the Distribution
“Thine Is the Glory”

(LBW 145)

(continues on the next page)
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© Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 Tune: George F. Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
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“Lift High the Cross”

(LBW 377)

5) So shall our song of triumph ever be.
Praise to the Crucified for victory! (refrain)
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“On Easter Morning”

(choir and congregation)

© 1996 Scott Tunseth and Kathy Donlan Tunseth. All rights reserved.
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“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”

(WOV 678)
(choir and congregation

(refrain on the next page)
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Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938, tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922. Music: Traditional Tanzanian. Tr. © 1977 Augsburg Fortress

Brass Ensemble
Dismissal from the Table
P The Body and Blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
L Let us pray: Life-giving God,
C we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven and the
wine of love, Jesus our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, guard us
from the power of evil, keep us in unity with all your people, and by your
Spirit move us to testify to your grace in our words and actions; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death,
lift you up and restore you to wholeness.
Jesus Christ, the Word of life who is risen from the dead, and who lives and
reigns to all eternity, bless you and send you to be his witnesses.
God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth,
refresh you in the gift of Baptism this day and always.
C Amen.
Sending
L Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
L Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Recessional Hymn

“On Our Way Rejoicing” (LBW 260)
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Postlude

Brass Ensemble

Carillon

“Fantasia for Bells”
T T T
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Our Ministry Of Worship
Officiant/Preacher
Lay Assistant

Communion Lay Assistant

Pastor Meehan
Chuck Fosse

Mike Nordvall
Tish Nordvall

Music Director

Susan Gobien

Ushers

Patte Crampton
Andrew Ehlers
Fred Esposito
Jim Haugan
Greg Miller
Barbara Pate
Paul Swicord
Mike Waring

Acolyte/Crucifer

Altar Care

Arrival & Check-In
AV Operator

Tim Swicord

Cathy Long

Denise Canter
Judy Weikart
Matt Herron

T T T
Brass Ensemble
Joe Cradler, French horn
John Cradler, tuba
Dennis Ferry, trumpet
Philip Franke, trombone

Dave Haglund, trumpet
Fred Marcellus, trumpet
Roger Whitworth, French horn
John Wright, trumpet
T T T
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Easter Flowers
Donors

Dedication

Denise Canter

For the glory of Christ our Lord

Patte Crampton
Mark & Jean Gilbertson
Eric & Andi Klanderman
Cathy Long
Pastor and June Meehan

In honor of our risen Lord Jesus Christ

Bill & Whitney Shaffer
John & Ethel Sullivan
Tim & Maria Swale

In loving memory of Elaine Costello

Steve & Linda Tracy

In honor of loved ones

Judy Weikart
Pat Zisssios

In memory of Charles Zissios

Safe Harbor
Christian Counseling
T T T
Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week
ahead or to learn more about our life together at St. John's.
St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310
703-971-2210
T T T
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