Koinonia Evening Prayer
April 14, 2021 – 7:30 p.m.

Welcome! In our midweek Lenten services this year, we follow a very simple
order of worship called Koinonia Evening Prayer. The New Testament uses
the word “koinonia” to describe the fellowship of Christ’s people that unites
believers with the Lord and with one another in bonds of unity and love. Each
week, we will hear a different portion of the Passion narrative from Mark
15:1-47 that will be read in worship on Palm (or Passion) Sunday, March 28.
The homily each week will be based on this portion of Mark’s account of
Jesus’ suffering and death. May this weekly gathering strengthen us in
following our Lenten Lord Jesus Christ!
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Gathering Prayer
Father in heaven, we know that You love us, for we love Your Son, our
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. In this trust and confidence, we will now pray,
assured that You will hear us and give us what we ask, not because we are
holy and pious but because we know that You eagerly desire to grant and
give us all things for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ. In His name we come
before You to pray, having no doubt that this prayer, regardless of who we
are, is certainly heard. Amen.
Easter Proclamation and Candle Lighting

Reader, Brian

Gathering Music and Hymn

5)

“Lift High the Cross” (LBW 377)

So shall our song of triumph ever be;
Praise to the Crucified for victory! (Refrain)
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Evening Songs
“Christ the Lord is Risen today”

(LSB 463)

Text and tune: Public domain
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“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”

(LSB 474)

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318
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“The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”

(LSB 464)

Text and tune: Public domain
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“Alleluia, Alleluia!! Hearts to Heaven”

(LSB 477)

Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318

Psalm 118 (spoken responsively)
L
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Psalm 118:1, 14–17, 22–24, 29

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
The LORD is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.
Glad songs of salvation
are in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly,
the right hand of the LORD exalts,
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.

|6|

C
L
C
L
C

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever! Amen.

Prayer
C Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared a quiet place for us in your
Father’s eternal home. Watch over our going out and our coming
in, preserve and protect us from all evil, and bless our journey
through this Easter season that we may grow in faith toward you
and in love toward one another. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Mark 16:1-8
1
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.
2
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll
away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking up,
they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed
in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is
not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as
he told you.” 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

We meditate in silence for a few moments.
Homily

“The Resurrection of Jesus”
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Hymn

“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks” (WOV 671)
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The Bidding Prayer
Brothers and sisters, let us focus our entire being on the wonders of who
God is and all he has done for us through his son, Jesus. Let us recount all
the blessings he has given us this day.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are awesome and the universe proclaims
your glory. Keep us ever mindful of your daily blessings. We thank and
praise you through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for the ability to listen, for the ability to be quiet, allowing
God’s spirit to speak and then to respond.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, by your Spirit all things are governed.
Help us to acknowledge and surrender ourselves to your will.
Amen.
Let us pray our most heartfelt requests. Lord, we know you are aware
of our needs before we ask. We pray for the sick, the hospitalized, the
grief-stricken, the homeless, the hungry, the fearful, those in need of
any kind.
Silent prayer.

Lord, we trust in you as the perfect definer and provider of our needs. We
place all these things into your hands.
Amen.
Let us pray for reassurance of the spiritual resource within us, the Holy
Spirit, that we might be strengthened to overcome the temptations and
attacks of daily life.
Silent prayer.
Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church and fill it with many
and varied gifts, including spiritual armor. We pray to you, knowing you will
answer and bolster our inabilities, making us ready to do your will.
Amen.
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Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask,
saying:
The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“O Give Thanks to the Lord” (st. 1-3, 5-6)
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Blessing
P On our hearts and on our houses,
C the blessing of God.
P In our coming and our going,
C the peace of God.
P In our life and our believing,
C the love of God.
P At our end and new beginning,
C the arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. Amen.
Closing Music

”Christ Is Arisen” (arr. Lee Dengler)
T T T
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